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Rough Rider 
 

Directions: Complete this study guide as you move through the lesson. By taking 
notes, you are more likely to remember what you are learning. The completed study 
guide can be used for practice activities and to prepare for quizzes and exams. Be sure 
to save each study guide so you can access it when you need it. 
 
 
Essential Vocabulary 
 
As you encounter these American History terms in the lesson, enter the meaning and 
an example (or two) for each. You can even draw a picture. If there are other unfamiliar 
words you find, enter them in the blank spaces provided. 
  
Progressive Movement 

 

  

  
 

Big Stick Diplomacy 

Rough Riders William H. Taft 

Panama Canal 
 

Great White Fleet  

  

 

 

 

  

 
 



 
 

 
 
Picturing the President 

Complete the sentences using information from the text and viedeo on Teddy 
Roosevelt and photography. 

1. Roosevelt understood the power of _______________ in crafting a presidential 
legacy. 

2. Photography became popular when _______________ cameras allowed people 
to record outdoor events. 

3. Roosevelt joined _______________, one of the Wright Brothers’ mechanics, for 
an early flight in 1910. 

4. Newspapers started using _______________ in their stories during Roosevelt's 
time. 

5. Roosevelt often posed for _______________ created by artists like Gari 
Melchers and John Singer Sargent. 

6. One of Roosevelt’s most famous photos showed him with US troops after the 
Battle of _______________ during the Spanish-American War. 

7. Roosevelt was among the first leaders to actively use _______________ 
publicity to build his image. 

 

A Shaky Start 

Fill out the timeline to trace Teddy Roosevelt’s rise to political prominence.  

Time Period Description of events 
Childhood (1858–1875)  

 
Young Adulthood/College  

Early Adulthood (1880s)   



 
 

Political career (1882–
1901) 

 

 
 
A Rough Reputation 

Explain how Roosevelt ended up involved in the Spanish American War. 
 

Cause  Effect 
Roosevelt decided that he did 
not want to be "stuck" in a 
government position if a war 
broke out. 

  
 

Roosevelt resigned from his 
position to help another Navy 
officer assemble a volunteer 
cavalry regiment known as 
the Rough Riders. 

  

 
 

An Unexpected Rise 

Describe the events in Roosevelt’s climb to becoming president of the United States.  
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

Led to 

Led to 

Return From war 
 
 
 
 
 

Governor of New York 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fighting Corporate Power 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assuming the Presidency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
The Panama Canal 
Describe the events related to the creation of the Panama Canal. 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Big Stick 
Fill out the chart about foreign policy events under Roosevelt. 

Cause  Effect 
Roosevelt interceded in the 
Russo-Japanese War. 

  
 

As the Colonial Age neared its 
conclusion, each world power 
seemed intent on consolidating 
its regional alliances and 
allegiances to maximize global 
influence. 

  

Roosevelt made his “gunboat 
diplomacy” philosophy known in 
his “big stick” speech as 
governor of New York in 1900. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Need for a Canal 
 
 
 
 
 

Treaty with Panama 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colombia Rejects Terms 
 
 
 
 
 

Support for Independence 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Construction Begins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Led to 

Led to 

Led to 



 
 

 
 

Walking Softly 
Describe how Roosevelt dealt with each of the domestic policy issues by summarizing 
how he dealt with the issue.  

Racial Equality 
Roosevelt caused controversy by inviting _______________ to 
the White House, leading to public backlash and a long gap 
before another African American visit. 

National Park 
System 

Roosevelt responded to fears about land loss by creating the 
_______________ and protecting about _______________ 
million acres of public land during his presidency. 

Trust-Busting 
 
 

Labor Protections 
 
 

 
Progressive at Heart 
Explain what happened after Roosevelt left the presidency.  

Cause  Effect 
In 1909, following two full terms 
in office, Roosevelt selected the 
next Republican presidential 
candidate, his War Secretary 
William Howard Taft. 

  
 

The relationship between 
Roosevelt and Taft became 
tense to the point of hostility. 

  

In the presidential election of 
1912, Roosevelt and the 
Progressive Party split the 
Republican ticket. 

  

 
 
 
 

Led to 

Led to 

Led to 



 
 

 
The Great White Fleet 
Identify and describe four effects of the voyage around the globe of the Great White 
Fleet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Effects of the Great 
White Fleet’s Voyage 

1. 

2. 3. 

4. 
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