


oersonal from the president

Feast of Tabernacles 2026

This past week I once again recorded my Feast
sermon in an empty studio. While I have done this
numerous times before, the experience never feels
quite natural.

Lhave done one of these each year since we
began in COGWA, with the exception of last year.
Because of my surgery last year, we had a special
video in place of my sermon.

This year, having recovered, I returned to my
practice of recording my sermon for this Feast. It
will be shown in all U.S. sites on the second day of
the Feast.

I don’t think I will ever get used to recording a
Feast sermon in July in an empty studio. There is
something to be said about being in the moment—
giving a sermon before a full house of rejoicing
members. You cannot get that same feeling in an
empty studio. Often, I have to give the message twice
before I feel satisfied with it. You just can’t replicate

that excitement and enthusiasm without an audience.

Standing behind a lectern in an empty studio
inevitably gives me time to think about what
really matters during the Feast. Each year I come
to the same conclusion: it isn’t the camera or the
recording that matters most—it is the people who
will eventually hear the message. I do my best to
transport myself to the Feast and the feeling of
purpose that we all have.

My sermon this year won't introduce some new
idea. Rather, it will focus on timeless truths that
have always strengthened God’s people.

We all gather for the Feast (Deuteronomy
16:16) for multiple reasons, but one of the most
important is the encouragement we get from each
other and from the messages we hear. That is my
focus—to provide encouragement.

I tell stories from the past for the purpose of
reassuring us for the future. There is nothing more
exciting or reassuring to me than the stories of
God'’s people. I often return to the stories recorded
in Hebrews 11. They remind me that God’s people
in every age have faced uncertainty, endured
hardship and remained faithful.

If I can provide encouragement for God’s people
in the midst of our current, chaotic world, then I
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will have been successful in my sermon. I try to
include in my messages stories of the people I have
known and my experiences after more than 70
years in the Church.

My own journey began when I was only 2 years
old, after my 22-year-old mother began listening
to Herbert Armstrong on the radio while living in
a basement apartment in Michigan City, Indiana.
My mother had a genuine zeal for obeying God—
keeping the Sabbath, observing the festivals and
faithfully tithing. Looking back, I realize she
passed that same zeal on to me, a gift for which I
have never ceased to be grateful.

I hope all of you are just as excited this year as
you were for your first Feast. You probably have
more available funds today than you did when
you began. As I recall, we attended those early
Feasts in Big Sandy with only a small amount
of cash. We packed our own food, then loaded
the tent, the Coleman stove and the folding
cots into our U-Haul, and set off as a family of
four for Big Sandy, Texas. We didn’t have much
money, but it never felt as though we lacked
anything important.

As we gather once again before God, my prayer
is that none of us loses the excitement we felt
when we first understood His festivals. Every
Feast is another reminder that God’s Kingdom
is drawing closer. May we come together with
thankful hearts, ready to encourage one another,
strengthened by God’s Word and determined to
“be strong and of good courage” (Joshua 1:6). If we
do, I truly believe this year’s Feast will be one of
our best ever.

e

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
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SHARPENING IRON

Overcoming

Anger

Unchecked anger can
do permanent damage
to our relationships and
reputation. How can
we overcome anger
problems?

By Eddie Foster

ow often have we wished that our “fuses

were longer” or our tempers controlled?

The Bible emphasizes the need to be slow

to anger, but what can we do to make that
a reality?

Both Psalm 4:4 and Ephesians 4:26 use the phrase, “Be
angry, and do not sin.” These verses are telling us that
anger is not wrong of itself; in fact, these verses appear
to even encourage a righteous indignation to reject what
we know to be wrong and live God’s way of life. This
right kind of anger (the kind that’s compatible with the
fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23) can motivate us
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to change for the better, to help those in need and to
defend God’s teachings.

Unfortunately, few of us can honestly say that the
majority of the anger we experience is righteous
indignation—especially when we can’t control it.

Why is anger spiritually dangerous?

Just as with all uncontrolled emotions, chronic anger

is a pathway to behavior that we know is not what God
expects of us. Christ equated being angry without cause
(the only right cause being righteous indignation) to
murder in the heart (Matthew 5:21-22).

cogwa.org



Many times we may kid ourselves into thinking we
have righteous indignation about supposed harms
committed against us or undesirable behaviors we see.

Meanwhile, our minds are content with condemning
others rather than judging righteously. Too often we

attempt to justify ourselves rather than examine ourselves.

Unresolved anger can eventually transform into all
sorts of unwanted character traits, such as bitterness,
harshness, coldness, inability to trust, grudge-holding,
impatience and hatred.

So, in order to not hinder our demonstration of
the fruit of God’s Spirit (including love, joy, peace,
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longsuffering, kindness, gentleness and self-control), we
must overcome chronic anger.

Identify the cause of angry thinking

Once we recognize we have a problem, we can start
looking for the stimuli that provokes our anger. To

do this, we should keep a record (whether in a

journal or with an electronic device) of everything that
made us angry during the day. We can do this

at the end of the day before going to sleep, but it

is more effective to record it as close to the event

as possible.




We have to ask ourselves questions, such as:

+ Did someone say something I felt was offensive?

« Did something I planned not go the way I wanted?

« DidIsee someone who reminded me of someone

who has hurt me in the past?

+ Did someone’s tone of voice get on my nerves?

Determine which situations can be avoided and
which situations need to be dealt with. The majority of
causes are ones we cannot avoid, so remember what the
apostle Paul wrote: “If it is possible, as much as depends
on you, live peaceably with all men” (Romans 12:18,
emphasis added).

To do this in tough situations, we have to change our

thinking.

Analyze and compare our thinking with reality
Next, it’s time to jot down the thoughts that accompany
our events or causes. Some thoughts might include:

+ They are doing it on purpose!

+  She knows I hate that, and she keeps doing it just to
get me mad!

+ Ican’tstand that guy!

+  What is his problem?

+ Ican't believe this!

« How dare they?

« Those idiots never listen to me!

Take a good look at all the thoughts generated by each
event. When we stop justifying our outbursts of wrath, we
can begin to see in ourselves traces of being petty, easily
offended, impatient, etc.

So what do we do? We should analyze our thinking.
Here are some examples:

1. Isitfair/rational to think that people always

know they are upsetting us with something they do
or how they talk or how they behave?

2. Isitfair/rational to think that we have never
offended anyone and would not want to be
extended some latitude in these situations?
Ecclesiastes 7:21-22 tells us: “Also do not take to
heart everything people say, lest you hear your
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servant cursing you. For many times, also, your own
heart has known that even you have cursed others”

3. Isitfair/rational to get so upset over things that
(upon further examination) may be trivial, petty or
just a misunderstanding?

Substitute the irrational with rational and
biblical thinking
Once we realize that many of our thoughts about
certain events are irrational and not in line with
God’s thinking, then we can change them. We have
to commit to different thinking when these same
situations occur again, since life will be full of these
causes of anger.

Determine some rational, biblical thoughts relating to
causes of our anger:

«  This upsets me, but I will bear with others in love.

+ This s a petty and insignificant issue.

+ Ineed to speak the truth in love.

« IfIdon’t forgive, God won't forgive me.

Thoughts that involve biblical insight should be used
to replace thoughts that are too often self-centered and
perhaps even violent.

What if I've already lost control?

Sometimes strong emotions will seem to skip from
stimulus to reaction, seemingly bypassing the thought
process. So what do we do?

There are several well-known calming techniques to
bring us down from anger (for example, breathing in and
holding for several seconds, then breathing out; excusing
ourselves from a situation; and walking off the energy),
but immediately praying to God and asking for patience
and His Holy Spirit should be our first option.

Then we should ask, “Why am I upset? Is this
righteous indignation? Do I control my anger, or does it
control me?”

Finally, we should prepare for our next battle with
anger by studying what we’ve recorded and the biblical
principles about overcoming anger.
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WE ARE TO KEEP GOD’s HoLy DAYS—AND

ecently I was visiting in
the home of someone who
was new to God’s Church.
He called me to discuss
several issues on his mind. One
of the questions he asked me was,
“Why does COGWA teach the need
to keep or observe the feasts of the
Lord that are listed in Leviticus 23?”
He had heard us talking at church
services about preparing to keep the
Feast of Tabernacles.
In answering him, I began with the
fact that these feasts are indeed God’s

REJOICE AT THE FEAST

By Mark Winner

feasts—not Jewish feasts (Leviticus
23:2).1then went through each of
them and pointed out how several
times they are mentioned as being
“a statute forever” (verses 14, 21, 31,
41). These days were not only kept in
history, but are also to be kept by His
called-out ones today.

Christ’s instruction

and example

Verses 1 and 8 of Luke 22 show
us that Jesus Christ taught the
disciples to prepare for the



Passover just as He had always
done. Later in the same chapter
(verses 14-16), we see how much
He was anticipating this particular
Passover because it would be His
final one before His crucifixion.

Then in verses 17-20 we find that
Jesus Christ taught a change to
the Passover symbols, but He was
certainly not trying to do away with
Passover. The Gospel accounts—
plus 1 Corinthians 11:23-26—show
Passover observance is an act of
obedience to Jesus Christ.

What about the holy
days, including the Feast of
Tabernacles? Are they to be kept
today too? Absolutely. In John
7:14, 28, 37 we find that Jesus
Christ taught during God’s feast
days. And since we are to follow
the example of Jesus Christ (1
Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6), we are
expected to keep them and
appreciate their meaning.

Perhaps someone will state,
“Well, that all changed after Jesus
Christ’s death.” But no such thing
is found in Scripture. While the
penalty for sin (death) is removed
when one repents and accepts
Christ’s sacrifice, the command to
keep God’s feast days has never
changed. Why would Jesus have
taught His disciples to observe
the Passover, Unleavened Bread
and the Feast of Tabernacles (Luke
22:8; John 7:8; 14:15) if He did not
want them to observe these days
following His death?

Matthew 28:19-20 really drives
home what Jesus Christ intended
for us today: “Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them
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to observe all things that I have
commanded you” (emphasis added
throughout). Based on this, it
seems clear that His disciples not
only observed the holy days, but
also were expected to teach their
observance. And we, likewise, are
expected to teach them today.

We continue to see references to
observing the holy days even after
Christ’s death and resurrection.
For example, in Acts 18:21 Paul
was likely referring to the Feast of
Tabernacles. In Acts 27:9 we see a
reference to Atonement.

What was taught in Leviticus 23
remains in effect today: We are to
keep God’s holy days year after
year. Jesus Christ kept them, as did
the apostles, including Paul, who
reminds us that we are to imitate
him just as he imitated Christ (1
Corinthians 11:1).

How should we keep
God'’s Feast?

So, if we are to keep these holy days,
that raises another question: How
are we to keep them? What does God
want us to do? And what would He
want us to avoid doing?

There is not space here to discuss
each holy day, but I would like to
focus on an important aspect of
keeping the upcoming Feast of
Tabernacles. I hope you will think
about this before you go and when
you attend.

When we go to keep the Feast,
God commands us to rejoice.

In Deuteronomy 16:13-15 it
is clear God wants us to rejoice
together as a spiritual family (as
well as with any physical family
that may attend with us). Verse
14 says, ‘And you shall rejoice in
your feast, you and your son and
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your daughter, your male servant
and your female servant and

the Levite, the stranger and the
fatherless and the widow, who are
within your gates.”

The Feast is a time of joy. Itis a
time to celebrate what will come
once Jesus Christ is on His throne in
Jerusalem. God will put away Satan
and his influence for 1,000 years
(Revelation 20:3). Christ and the
firstfruits will teach the world how
to live a happy, prosperous life. It is
incredibly exciting to meditate on,
talk about and anticipate.

We have saved a tithe of our
income to enjoy specifically at this
appointed time because God tells
us to (Deuteronomy 14:22-26). But
please consider what so often brings
joy to a man or woman of God. It
isn’t that we have the means to enjoy
nice things or nice meals as much
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as it is that we are able to share and
rejoice with others.

I have recognized for years that
having something nice may be okay,
but it lacks something. On the other
hand, sharing what we have with
others is priceless. It is fulfilling. It
goes along with the mentality God
wants us to have—the way of love
and outgoing concern for others.

Let’s take this thought further.
While it is nice to be able to buy fine
things for one another in our family
and stay in quality places, that is still
a narrow picture. It can become all
too easy to focus on what we desire
rather than on rejoicing about what
lies ahead with our spiritual family.

Now maybe you are thinking,
but aren’t we told to spend our
tithe on what our heart desires
(Deuteronomy 14:26)? Yes, it does
say that. But let’s put that instruction

with what we read in Deuteronomy
16—that we are to rejoice with all
who are within our gates. Simply
put, doing our own thing as an
individual or a couple or a family
can be fine for an evening or a day,
but surely not for the entire Feast.
God wants us together, focusing on
the blessing of His calling and the
anticipation of what will come with
the fulfillment of these days.

God is building a family, not
unconnected individuals that will
carry the same family name (the
God family) while being separate
from one another. The Father and
Son work together in unity and
oneness, and that is our model.
When we rejoice together at the
Feast, God is most pleased.

As we keep the Feast of
Tabernacles, let’s be sure to rejoice
and to do so together. ©®



NEWS OF THE WORK

Education Center Building Update

Our building is almost fully enclosed now. Soon stone will be added to the
exterior walls, and at the same time, there will be much happening inside.
The building is on schedule for a mid-October completion.

Jim Franks

Stats & Facts
About Facebook Ads

In September 2023 the Church
made its first foray into advertising
on Facebook. We started by
advertising the booklet on the book
of Revelation, and in the almost
three years since, we've gone on to
promote 10 other booklets, as well as
Journeys and the Bible Study Course.
In 2025 these ads resulted in
over 360,000 downloads at a very
economical cost—on average, less
than 50 cents per download.

Retirement

Don Henson retired from the full-
time ministry on July 11. He and
his wife, Rannie, had been serving
the Akron-Canton and Columbus-
Cambridge, Ohio, congregations.
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New Ministerial Hire

Gabe and Victoria Ellis

Ministerial Services announced a
new hire into the full-time ministry.
On June 1, Gabe Ellis began serving
as a ministerial trainee. He and his
wife, Victoria, are in the Cleveland,
Ohio, area and are training under
Doug Johnson, the pastor of the
Cleveland and Youngstown, Ohio,
congregations, and his wife, Janel.
Gabe and Victoria Ellis are both
2020 graduates of Foundation
Institute. Mr. Ellis is the first FI
graduate to be hired into the ministry.

International Work

; / a li
Doug Horchak Makes Trip to Africa

July 6 to 22, Doug and Tanya
Horchak traveled to Africa for a
jam-packed schedule of visits, ILP
classes and even a weekend of
marriage seminars.

After several long flights and
layovers, they arrived in Harare,
Zimbabwe, Wednesday evening, July
8. They visited retired elder Harris
Hlazo and his wife, Patricia, that
Thursday morning and that afternoon
gave ILP classes to two couples.

On Friday, July 10, the Horchaks flew
to Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, where they
enjoyed Sabbath services (pictured
above) with the congregation and
conducted ILP classes for five couples
and three singles.

On Sunday, they visited with
Stephen and Vetina Tshabalala, and
then flew back to Harare so they could
fly on to Blantyre, Malawi, the next
day. They spent three days in Malawi,
holding ILP classes for six couples
(three from Zambia) and a Bible study
for local brethren, as well as visiting
with Elifazi and Selia Salawila.

Then it was on to Johannesburg,
South Africa, where Mr. Horchak
taught ILP classes (for seven
couples) and helped senior pastor
Tim Waddle conduct a marriage
enrichment weekend for South
African members.
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CHURCH Y POTLUCK

What's cooking in your congregation?

Manila Church
Refreshed by Outing

On June 20 the Manila, Philippines, congregation
gathered at a farm resort for a weekend of rest,
worship and togetherness.

We began with a Sabbath service, surrounded
by God’s creation. That evening everyone enjoyed
a delicious potluck dinner.

After dinner, the night continued with Bible-
themed group games that had us laughing and
learning together. Then some swam in the pool,
while others fellowshipped more before retiring
for the night.

The next morning, the ladies were up early,
cooking brunch for everyone. With full hearts
and stomachs, we said our goodbyes and headed
home—tired but deeply refreshed.

Melissa Puzon

Dallas and Sherman Hold Send-Off for Burnetts

On the Sabbaths of July 4 and 11, the Sherman and Dallas, lots of food and socializing, a bouncy house, yard games
Texas, congregations each honored their departing pastor and pickleball!
Andy Burnett and his wife, Lisa. Each congregation gavethem ~ We're thankful for the Burnetts’ 14 years of service
gifts and words of appreciation and enjoyed a meal together.  and love and wish them the best as they pastor the
Then, on Sunday, July 12, over 150 members from both ~ congregations in Arizona!
congregations came together for a cookout send-off with Elena Salyer
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Bentonville Holds Annual Picnic

On Sunday, May 31, 2026, many from the Bentonville and The last day of May was a beautiful day to spend

Van Buren, Arkansas, congregations gathered ataparkin  together—and filled with great food, fun and games,
Lowell, Arkansas, for some fun, fellowship and fine burgers. laughter and memories for all!
A variety of homemade ice cream topped off the menu. Vicki Willoughby

Preteens in the Fort Worth, Texas, Sabbath school
classes received their graduation certificates
during Sabbath services on May 23. After the
preteens (and a few teens) presented special
music, Kristine Taylor and Laura Hendee
reviewed the program’s progress and praised the
students for their achievements. With pastor Ken
Giese, the ladies then presented each student with
a certificate and a small gift bag.

The young people (except for one girl who
will move into the teen program) look forward to
continuing the preteen Sabbath school program

in the fall. /e
John Payne /A

Brethren Enjoy June Bug Jamboree

On May 31 brethren from the Birmingham, Alabama,
and Trenton, Georgia, congregations gathered at the
country home of Tim and Lisa Dickey to enjoy our
annual June Bug Jamboree. It was a wonderful success
and offered something for everyone.

Children enjoyed horseback riding and a fun
scavenger hunt, while guests of all ages participated
in pickleball, basketball, cornhole, swimming, a lively
cakewalk, karaoke and a potluck meal. Background
music was provided by the Birmingham congregation’s
guitar band, with guest drummer Mark Winner (our
regional pastor).

e It was a perfect setting for fun, laughter and fellowship.
v G Chuck Nichols
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Fort Worth Youth Spend a Day at the Zo00

Heavy rain had been forecast, but the weather
cleared just in time to enable 23 teens, preteens
and parents from the Fort Worth, Texas,
congregation to spend Sunday, April 12, at the

Fort Worth Zoo.

Because of the weather, there were few
other visitors, so the group was able to enjoy
viewing and interacting with the animals
unimpeded. Especially popular were the
hands-on exhibits—allowing the young people
to touch snakes and ocean creatures—and the
ice cream and train rides, a treat by one of
the attendees!

John Payne

We encourage members

to send announcements

to be featured in One
Accord. We feature events

in members'lives, including
births, weddings, significant
anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60,
etc.), baptisms, ordinations
and obituaries. Entries should
run between 50-100 words,
with obituaries being 100-200
words. Please submit a high-
resolution color photo along
with the written copy to your
congregation’s reporter.
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Richard and Lois Pershall

Richard and Lois Pershall were
married June 21, 1956. The Van
Buren, Arkansas, congregation
gathered after services on

June 13,2026, in honor of the
Pershalls’ 70th anniversary. Their
unwavering dedication to each
other was celebrated over delicious
refreshments, and they were
presented with a dozen lovely
red roses.

Beautiful then and even more
beautiful now after 70 years of
marriage, Richard and Lois have
credited their marriage longevity to
the love they have for one another and
their commitment to God’s way of life.

The Pershalls have three children:
Bill, Carol and Cheryl.

Aurora Gossett

Guye and Debbie Pennington

Doug and Janel Johnson of the
Cleveland, Ohio, congregation and
Dave and Rita Pennington of the
Louisville, Kentucky, congregation
are delighted to announce the
silver wedding anniversary of
their children, Guye and Debbie
Pennington.

Guye and Debbie were married
April 22,2001, in Mansfield,

Ohio. They now attend the
Cincinnati-Dayton, Ohio,
congregation, with their two
children, William and Elinor.

Both Debbie and Guye serve in
various capacities in their local
congregation and with the LIFT
program. William and Elinor are big
fans of the COGWA camp program.

We wish them continued happiness
and success!

Janel Johnson
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Sunday, June 14,2026, Larry was Solomon, who was assisted by elders
baptized by pastors David Register John Quast and Don Finger.

and Michael Lindenberg. This joyful Larry Solomon
occasion was witnessed by his family
on the beautiful island of Maui. We
warmly welcome Larry into our
Church family!

Michael Lindenberg

Donald Stoner

The Louisville, Kentucky,
congregation has a new deacon.

Chris and Tyanne Hewitt

The Houston South, Texas, Hunter Mcintyre Nathan Willoughby and Jason

congregation recently held Hyde ordained Donald Stoner

receptions after services to celebrate ~ The Houston North, Texas, as a deacon on the Sabbath of

two couples who have reached congregation welcomed a new April 4,2026, during the Days of

their 25th wedding anniversary brother into the Body of Christ on Unleavened Bread.

milestones. Ozzie and Angela Soto June 24,2026. Hunter McIntyre was That day was especially celebratory

were honored on April 25,2026, baptized at his parents’ home by as Donald and his wife, Claire, had

and Chris and Tyanne Hewitt were Jason Hyde. Gary Black assisted with  special guests. Claire’s parents were

honored on May 30. the laying on of hands. here from South Africa to witness
The decor of both receptions Many friends and family witnessed ~ the event—and meet the Stoners’

reflected the colors originally used this joyous occasion. Following the newborn daughter.

at their weddings. Members brought  baptism, those present enjoyed We are thankful for another

some wonderful snacks, and cake snacks and fellowship as they deacon and wish Donald well as he

and punch were provided, which celebrated the special occasion. continues in his responsibilities.

rounded out the celebrations. Jason Hyde Jason Hyde

Our congregation has much love
and respect for these two couples.

They set a wonderful example! O r d i na t | ons

Monica Koerner and Kathy Welch

James and Cassie Richards

Jason Derks The East Texas congregation was
blessed to witness two ordinations
ww On the Sabbath of May 30, 2026, on Pentecost. James Richards was
Larry Mrowka Jason Derks of the Eau Claire, ordained a deacon, and his wife,
Wisconsin, congregation was Cassie, was ordained a deaconess!
We are excited to welcome Larry ordained a deacon. The ceremony Pastor Ken Treybig performed
Mrowka into the Body of Christ! On ~ was conducted by pastor Larry the ceremony with the assistance
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of three of the elders in East Texas:
John Trotter, Mike Machin and
Melton McNeely.

James’ mother and sister—
Helen and Amanda Richards,
who are members of the Dallas
congregation—were visiting the
East Texas congregation and
appreciated being present for the
special occasion.

Judy McNeely

Obituaries

Donan Jay Orban Sr.

Donan (Don) Orban Sr. of Mobile,
Alabama, died on June 2, 2026, at the
age of 70. He was born Nov. 2, 1955,
in Brighton, Illinois, to the late Earl
and Hazel Orban.

Don is survived by his loving wife
of 49 years, Evelyn Orban. Don and
Evelyn met and fell in love while
attending Ambassador College in Big
Sandy, Texas.

Don was a loving father to
his children Donnie (Jennifer),
Jennifer (Adam) Glatfelter,
and Kevin. He was a devoted
grandfather to his grandchildren
Hannah, Nathanial, Dalton, Ethan
and Layla, who brought immense
joy to his life. He is also survived
by his siblings, David, Dan, Darrell,
Darla and Doug.

Don enjoyed a long career as
a lineman with ULCS. He was
known for his strong work ethic,
dependability and his willingness to
help others.

He enjoyed golf, horseshoes,
softball, cornhole and playing with
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his grandchildren. He was known
for his warm smile, quick wit and
sense of humor. He loved leading
songs at church and always greeted
everyone with a big hug. He will be
remembered for his faith, devotion
to his family and his laughter. He will
be greatly missed.

Debbie Daugherty

)
Qo

Jim Sparks

Jim Sparks, 84, of Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma, died peacefully after
a short bout with cancer on May
2,2026. He was surrounded by
his loving wife, Lynne, and other
family members.

Jim was born in Gore, Oklahoma,
on April 23,1942, to the late Hooley
and June Sparks, who preceded him
in death in addition to his first wife,
Jeanne (Hodges) Sparks, his sister
Joyce Sparks, and two sons, Chris
and Robert.

Jim found love again when he met
Lynne. Their marriage was short but
full of happy and fulfilling times
together.

Other survivors include his
children, Kerrie Sparks and
Steve Broom; his sister Linda
Morgan; brother Dexter (Charla)
Sparks; Lynne’s children, Brian
Pohl and Becky Dillingham;
several grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces and nephews;
and dear friends.

Jim enjoyed woodworking and
restoring GMC trucks and flying.
A USAF veteran, Jim served his
country with honor and carried
that spirit of service into every
aspect of his life. In his later years

Jim became a dedicated health-care
consultant.

Jim was called late in life. He
was baptized in 2023 and was
part of the Van Buren, Arkansas,
congregation. He will be greatly
missed.

Aurora Gossett

Iris Black

Iris Louise (Gabrielson) Black was
born on Dec. 17, 1937, in Portage,
Wisconsin. Iris died April 21,
2026, at the age of 89, in Bella
Vista, Arkansas.

Iris married Robert Black on June
27,1960, in Santa Maria, California.
She was preceded in death by Robert
in February 2016, and by their only
child, Melissa Lea Black, in October
of 2006.

Iris graduated from high school
in Wisconsin in 1956 and was
awarded a scholarship to attend
the University of Wisconsin. She
attained a degree in elementary
education and later pursued a
master’s from California State
University, Sacramento.

Iris developed an effective style
of teaching phonics that helped
many young people develop their
reading skills, even some in her local
congregations.

Robert and Iris together began
attending Worldwide Church of God,
and she was baptized July 2, 1967 in
Anaheim, California.

Through the years she shared
many stories with those who sat
and visited with her. Until we meet
again—to the Kingdom!

Vicki Willoughby
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How can we build
strong families?

Parenting God’s Way was
written to encourage and
guide parents at every stage
by sharing timeless biblical
parenting principles that can
bring clarity and balance to
the sacred responsibility of
raising children.

Download your free booklet
from the Learning Center at
LifeHopeandTruth.com
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