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SCRIPTURE 
 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in 
Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of King David. Gabriel appeared to her and said, "Greetings favored woman! The 
Lord is with you!" Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 
"Don't be afraid, Mary," the angel told her, "for you have found favor with God! You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be very great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 
And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!" Mary asked the angel, "But 
how can this happen? I am a virgin." The angel replied, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and 
he will be called the Son of God. What's more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in 
her old age! People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her 
sixth month. For the word of God will never fail." Mary responded, "I am the Lord's servant. 
May everything you have said about me come true." And then the angel left her. Luke 1:26-38  
 
This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to 
Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man 
and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly. As 
he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. "Joseph, son of David," 
the angel said, "do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a Son, and you are to name Him Jesus, for He 
will save His people from their sins." All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord's message through His 
prophet: "Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a Son, and they will call 
Him Immanuel, which means 'God is with us.'" When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife. But he did not have sexual relations with her 
until her Son was born. Matthew 1:18-24  
 
He took with him Mary (to Bethlehem), to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a 
child. And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to her 
firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no lodging available for them. Luke 2:1-7  
 
And Joseph named Him Jesus. Matthew 1:18-25  
 
 
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT  
 
"God's method is men. The Church is looking for better methods. God is looking for better 
men." E.M. Bounds 
 
 
 



THE PLEASURE and PAIN OF CHRISTMAS 
 
1/ Joseph chose selflessness over selfishness.  
 
 
2/ Joseph chose dignity over dishonor.  
 
 
3/ Joseph and Mary chose purity over premature passion. 
 
 
4/ Joseph and Mary chose obedience over objection.  
 
They were obedient to the laws of the land.  
 
They were obedient to God’s voice.  
 
They were obedient to Scripture.  
 
 
5/ Joseph and Mary chose courage over cowardice.  
 
 
6/ Joseph and Mary chose faith over fear.  
 
 
7/ Mary chose privately pondering over publicly proclaiming.  
 
 
8/ Mary chose giving all over giving in.  


