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IMMANUEL: THE PEOPLE                  OCTOBER 26, 2022 
 
THE CHARACTERS OF CHRISTMAS 
 
1/ Luke 
 
 

2/ Matthew 
 
 

3/ Mary 
 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in 
Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. 
 
 

4/ Gabriel 
 

Gabriel appeared to her and said, "Greetings favored woman! The Lord is with you!" 
 
 

5/ Joseph 
 

(Mary) was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph. 
 
 

6/ Zechariah  
 

When Herod was king of Judea, there was a Jewish priest named Zechariah. He was a member 
of the priestly order of Abijah, and his wife, Elizabeth, was also from the priestly line of Aaron. 
Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous in God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s 
commandments and regulations. They had no children because Elizabeth was unable to 
conceive, and they were both very old. 
 
 

7/ Elizabeth 
 

“What's more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say 
she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. For the word of 
God will never fail." 
 
 

8/ Jesus Christ 
 

And while they were (in Bethlehem), the time came for her baby to be born. She gave birth to 
her firstborn Son. She wrapped Him snugly in strips of cloth and laid Him in a manger, because 
there was no lodging available for them.  
 
 

9/ Shepherds 
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That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 
Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory 
surrounded them.  
 
 

10/ Angels 
 

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is 
pleased.” 
 
 

11/ Simeon  
 

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and 
was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him 
and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  
 
 

12/ Anna  
 

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe 
of Asher, and she was very old. Her husband died when they had been married only seven 
years. Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the Temple but 
stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. She came along just as 
Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about the 
child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.  
 
 

13/ Magi (aka Wise Men) 
 

About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem… And the star they 
had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! They entered the 
house and saw the child with His mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped Him. 
Then they opened their treasure chests and gave Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 
 

14/ The Star 
 

After this interview (with Herod) the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in 
the east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 
 
 

15/ Herod  
 

Herod was furious when he realized that the wise men had outwitted him. He sent soldiers to 
kill all the boys in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under, based on the wise 
men’s report of the star’s first appearance.  


