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DEFINING BIBLICAL TYPOLOGY 
 
Typology: a person, office, place, institution, event, or thing in salvation history that anticipates, 
shares correspondences with, escalates toward, & resolves in Jesus 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the 

people great impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no 
water! And we detest this miserable food!” Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; 
they bit the people and many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned 
when we spoke against the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up 
on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” So Moses made a bronze snake and put 
it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they 
lived. Numbers 21:4-9, NIV  

 
 
THE BRONZE SERPENT 
 
1/ The snake bites represent God’s judgment against sin, just as the cross 
represents God’s judgment against sin. 
 
Numbers 21:5-6 
 

But He has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself. Hebrews 9:26 
 
 
2/ The snake bites physically killed those infected, just as sin spiritually kills those 
infected.  
 
Numbers 21:6 
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 
6:23 
 
 
3/ Moses interceded for Israel, just as Jesus intercedes for us. 
 
Numbers 21:7 
 
Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him, because He 
always lives to intercede for them. Hebrews 7:25 
 



4/ The bronze serpent was put on a pole, just as Jesus was put on a cross.  
Numbers 21:8 
 
Two rebels were crucified with Him, one on His right and one on His left. Matt 27:38 
 

 
5/ The bronze serpent was lifted up, just as Jesus was lifted up.  
 
Numbers 21:8-9 
 
When they had crucified Him… “Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 
Matthew 27:35, 40 
 
 

6/ The bronze serpent was without venom, just as Jesus is without sin.  
 
Numbers 21:9 
 
So God did what the law could not do. He sent His own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners 
have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving His Son as a 
sacrifice for our sins. Romans 8:3 

 

God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 
 
 
7/ The bronze serpent was the only cure for the venom, just as Christ is the only 
cure for sin.  
 

Numbers 21:9 
 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.” John 14:6 
 
 
8/ Their physical healing required action and belief, just as our spiritual healing 
requires action & belief.  
 

Numbers 21:9 
 
“The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” Mark 1:15 
 
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 10:9 


