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DEFINING BIBLICAL TYPOLOGY 
 
Typology: a person, office, place, institution, event, or thing in salvation history that anticipates, 
shares correspondences with, escalates toward, & resolves in Jesus 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go 
out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they 

will follow My instructions. On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring, and that is to 
be twice as much as they gather on the other days.” The Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the 
grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will 
be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God.’” That evening quail came 
and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When 
the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor. When the 
Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses 
said to them, “It is the bread the Lord has given you to eat.” Then Moses said to them, “No one 
is to keep any of it until morning.” However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they 

kept part of it until morning, but it was full of maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry 
with them. The people of Israel called the bread manna. It was white like coriander seed and 
tasted like wafers made with honey. The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to a 
land that was settled; they ate manna until they reached the border of Canaan. Portions of 
Exodus 16, NIV 
 
 
MANNA  
 
1/ The manna offered physical life, just as Jesus offers physical, spiritual, and 

eternal life.  
 
Exodus 16:12 
 
“I am the living bread that comes down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever.” 
John 6:51 
 
For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him and for 

Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. Colossians 1:16-17 
 
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all 
things by His powerful word. Hebrews 1:3 
 
 
2/ The manna came from heaven, just as Jesus came from heaven.  
 
Exodus 16:4 



“For I have come down from heaven…” John 6:38 
 
 
3/ The manna was a gift from God, just as Jesus is a gift from God.  
 

Exodus 16:4 
 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
 
4/ The manna was not recognized at first, just as Jesus was not recognized at first.  
 
Exodus 16:15 

 
“Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. “Isn’t this the 
carpenter’s son?” Matthew 13:54-55 
 
He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. John 1:11 
 
 
5/ The manna was resented, just as Jesus was resented.  
 

“But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!” Num 11:6 
 
“…they have hated both Me and My Father.” John 15:24 
 
 
6/ The manna would corrupt, yet Jesus was not corrupted.  
 
Exodus 16:20 
 

So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men crucified with Jesus. But when they 
came to Jesus, they saw that He was already dead, so they didn’t break His legs. John 19:32-33 
7/ The manna was sent to test their faith, just as Jesus tests our faith.  
 
Exodus 16:4 
 
(Jesus) asked this only to test him… John 6:6  
 
 
8/ The manna was for Israel, yet Jesus is for all.  

 
Exodus 16:11 
 
He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” 
Mark 16:15 
 



And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 1 
John 4:14 
 
 
9/ The manna was the fulfillment of a promise, just as Jesus is the fulfillment of a 

promise.  
 
Exodus 16:4 
 
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a Son, 
and will call Him Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 
 

 

10/ The manna was available during a window of opportunity, just as Jesus is 

available during a window of opportunity.  
 
Exodus 16:21 
 
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment… Heb 9:27 
 
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:2 
 
 
11/ The manna was new every morning, just as God’s mercies are new every 

morning.  
 
Exodus 16:21 
 
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are 
new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23 


