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Spiritual Gifts through the Eyes of Paul - Session 3             7.20.22 

 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that 
when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I 
want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” 
and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the 
same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 

to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually 
as he wills. I Corinthians 12:1-11 ESV 
 
Spiritual gifts definition review: Spiritual gifts are special releases or disbursements of the 
Spirit’s power into a moment for the purpose of equipping and building up the church. These 
gifts also aid the believer in witnessing, establishing God’s kingdom, and accomplishing God’s 
purposes in the world. 
 

• Spiritual gifts must be understood as the spontaneous, sovereign release of God’s 
power in a specific moment. 

 

• These gifts must be distinguished from God-given capacities, talents, and skills that 
someone develops. 
 

 
Paul approaches the matter of spiritual gifts. (12:1) 
 

• The Corinthians apparently asked Paul about spiritual gifts in a previous letter. 
 

o The Corinthians asked Paul to clarify several matters as follows: 
▪ Marriage and sexuality (7:1) 
▪ Issues of betrothal (7:25) 
▪ Food offered to idols (8:1) 
▪ Spiritual gifts (12:1) 
▪ Collections for relief (16:1) 
▪ An update concerning Apollos 
 

• Paul’s explanation regarding the Spirit’s gifts was descriptive, rather than prescriptive. 
 

o Remember the gifts were already prevalent in the Corinthian congregation. (1:7) 
o Apparent divisions were emerging over the exercise of spiritual gifts. 

▪ Different expressions were generating an unhealthy hierarchy of the gifts’ 
presumed importance. 

▪ Based on the letter’s context, tongues misuse was a primary issue of confusion. 
▪ Given their pagan backgrounds, there may have been concerns over speech 

gifts empowered by the Spirit. (12:3) 
▪ False prophets and prophecies had existed since antiquity. 
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Paul unveils the cooperative working of the Spirit within Christ’s body (12:4-7). 
 

• Varieties of gifts – There are multifaceted means of available grace and help through the 
Spirit’s partnership. 
 

• Varieties of service – There are various servant capacities furnished to us by the Spirit. 
 

• Varieties of activities – This phrase speaks of activations and power at work through 
believers. The English word “energy” is derived from this term. 

 

• The manifestation given to each one – This describes something being “made visible.” 
 

• Spirit, Lord, and God (12:4-6) – These verses reveal the trinitarian dynamic of God 
within spiritual gifts. 

 
 
Revelation Gifts – Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Discerning of Spirit 
 

• These gifts reveal or bring something to light. The Holy Spirit grants supernatural insight 
into a moment or situation that could otherwise not be naturally determined. 
 
 

Word of Wisdom 
 

• “Through the Spirit, the utterance of wisdom” (12:8) 
o This grace in operation is distinguished from a God-given endowment of wisdom. 
o Although a bestowal of spiritual wisdom and understanding is indispensable to the 

body, this does not describe an utterance of wisdom. 
 
 

Utterance of Wisdom definition 
A word of wisdom represents a special release of the Spirit’s knowledge that may grant 
supernatural insight and direction in a given situation. 
 

• A key distinction of this gift is the element of God-given direction. 
 

• An example in the life of Paul 
Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, you 
cannot be saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the ship's boat and let it go. 
33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, “Today is 
the fourteenth day that you have continued in suspense and without food, having taken 
nothing. 34 Therefore I urge you to take some food. For it will give you strength, for not a 
hair is to perish from the head of any of you.” Acts 27:31-34 ESV 

 

• The word of wisdom often accompanies the following situations: 
o Times of crisis 
o A difficult or major decision 
o Confusing circumstances 
o Times when sound logical reasoning would contradict the plan, method, and means 

of God. 
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Utterance of Knowledge definition 
The word of knowledge grants specific information or knowledge by the Spirit to address an 
immediate or imminent need. Like the gift of prophecy, it may also, comfort, encourage, and 
strengthen. 
 

• This gift frequently accompanies other gifts’ operation. 
 

• Sometimes this gift is difficult to distinguish from prophecy. 
 

• The gifts word of wisdom and word of knowledge only occur here in the entire New 
Testament. (12:8) 

 
Examples or situations where a word of knowledge might be released: 

o During prayer (especially intercessory prayer) 
o While witnessing to someone 
o Counseling or giving spiritual advice to someone 
o When spiritual warfare is not immediately apparent. 
o It may be granted when needed to spiritual leaders or those in authority. 
o An utterance of knowledge might accompany numerous situations as the Spirit wills. 

 
 

Discerning of Spirits definition 
When this gift is granted, the Spirit gives supernatural insight or knowledge to perceive and 
detect what type of spirit (good or evil) may be operating through a given situation or through an 
individual. It may also disclose the secret motives of a person’s heart. 
 

Discerning of Spirits is not the same as possessing a discerning nature, being emotionally 
intelligent, and having good intuition. 
 

• Paul and the slave girl at Philippi 
As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and 
us, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the 
way of salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly 
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. Acts 16:16-18 

 

• Situations where the gift of discerning of spirits might operate: 
o When praying for someone’s freedom and healing 
o When knowingly or unknowingly encountering a demonic spirit 
o To aid and call the believer to intercede for an individual bound by darkness 
o In situations when protection of an individual or the church flock is needed 
o To protect the believer and church body from unholy alliances 

▪ Sometimes this gifts operates where humans are motivated by manipulation, 
hypocrisy, and greed. It may not always be an evil demonic spirit. 

 

• Fruit that might result from discerning of spirits: 
o Deliverance from demonic possession and the control of darkness 
o A loosening of demonic power over a situation or individual 
o When divine protection is needed 
o When corresponding authority is needed to accurately confront spiritual darkness 
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Hindrances to the revelation gifts 
 

• A dulling of the senses through neglect and a distant heart 
 

• Excessive noise from the spirit of the age and world systems 
 

• When a biblical worldview is overshadowed by worldly values and compromise 
 

• When one chooses to lean on their own understanding 
 

• Hearts lifted up in arrogance, stubbornness, and pride 


