
Dr. James Banks is the author of Prayers for Prodigals, 
Prayers for Your Children, Praying the Prayers of the 
Bible, Praying Together, and Praying with Jesus. He 
regularly encourages people to pray through books, 
blog posts, and magazine articles. Dr. Banks has been 
a pastor and church planter for more than twenty-five 
years and lives with his wife, Cari, in Durham, North 
Carolina. They have two adult children.

Geoffrey Banks serves as the high school coordinator 
at Port City Community Church in Wilmington, North 
Carolina. He loves reaching students where they are 
and helping them walk with God. He is an avid surfer 
and skater. Geoffrey struggled with heroin addiction 
throughout his teens and early twenties before coming 
to know Jesus and having his life radically change. Now 
he is host of the podcast Too Many Christians, which 
explores beliefs in the pursuit of ultimate truth.

Hope Lies Ahead
Encouragement for Parents of Prodigals 
from a Family That’s Been There

– James Banks and Geoff Banks

People who love prodigals often struggle in silence. This book lets them 
know that they are not alone and that there is hope. Pastor and author 
James Banks and his son Geoff Banks each write from their perspective as 
they share their story of redemption and offer hope to those currently in 
the struggle. No matter what their prodigal is going through—addiction, 
turning from faith, worldly pursuits—readers will find encouragement to 
pray deeply, love generously, and cling to God for comfort, healing, and 
restoration during the difficult journey.
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• Follow-up to James Banks’s popular book, 
Prayers for Prodigals, with over 125,000 
copies distributed

• More than 500,000 copies of Banks’s books 
in print

• HopeLiesAhead.org
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For Hope-Filled Quiet Times
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I call on you, my God, for you will answer me;
turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.

PSALM  17: 6  N IV

For hope-fi lled quiet times, this Our Daily Bread Prayer 
Journal o ers you the space to pour out your heart to God 
and allow Him to fi ll you with joy and peace. Beautiful nature 
photos accent the lined pages. Encouraging quotes and Bible 
verses will uplift your soul and focus your thoughts on the 
hope that only God can give.

Since 1938, Our Daily Bread Ministries has shared the mes-
sage of God’s love all over the world. Now reaching people 
in over 150 countries, Our Daily Bread continues to encour-
age followers of Christ in their walk with Him. To fi nd out 
more, visit odb.org.

“May the God of hope fi ll you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may over-
fl ow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

ROMANS  1 5 : 1 3  N IV

Cover design by Patti Brinks
Cover image by Roxana Bashyrova via Shutterstock
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Since 1938, Our Daily Bread Ministries has shared the 
message of God's love all over the world. Now reaching 
people in over 150 countries, Our Daily Bread continues 
to encourage followers of Christ in their walk with Him. 
To find out more, visit odb.org.

Our Daily Bread Prayer Journal 
For Hope-Filled Quiet Times

The Our Daily Bread Prayer Journal: For Hope-Filled Quiet Times offers 
generous space for recording anything a reader wishes to express to God. 
Beautiful nature photos accent the lined pages. Encouraging quotes and 
Bible verses will refresh and refocus readers on the hope that only God 
gives. 
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• Flexibind, layflat binding with elastic band 
and gender-neutral design 

• Hope-infused content will provide 
encouragement, while leaving the majority 
of the space for journaling

• Makes a great gift 
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Carey Latimore serves as associate professor of history 
and codirector of the African American studies program 
at Trinity University, and associate pastor of a local 
church. Frequently asked to serve as a commentator and 
consultant on current topics such as race, land ownership, 
political identity, and religion for local and state media 
and organizations, he also is the author of The Role of 
Southern Free Blacks during the Civil War Era. Dr. Latimore 
and his wife reside in San Antonio, Texas.

Unshakable Faith 
African American Stories of Redemption, Hope, and Community

Carey Latimore

Unshakable Faith delivers stories of great faith in periods of slavery and 
other injustice. Rather than just retelling their stories, Dr. Carey Latimore 
leads readers deep into the lives of key women and men from colonial 
America to the present. Lives such as Cyrus Bustill, Harriet Tubman, Thom-
as Dorsey, and Kanye West reveal a legacy of faith that overcame oppres-
sion through community and forgiveness. Readers will be challenged by 
demonstrations of faith that can survive, create, and establish Christian 
community to overcome circumstances.
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• Author is a prominent expert on Black 
history 

• Author frequently called on by various local 
and state media outlets and organizations 
as a commentator and consultant on current 
topics such as race, land ownership, political 
identity, and religion

• Inspiring stories for those interested in 
the history of the Christian faith in African 
American communities 

• Digs deep into the faith of people like 
Cyrus Bustill, Harriet Tubman, Booker T. 
Washington, Duke Ellington, Chance The 
Rapper, Kanye West, and others
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J.R. Hudberg is a writer and executive editor with Our 
Daily Bread Ministries, where he superintends the 
Discovery Series, a collection of topical booklets on 
theological truths distributed all around the world. Also 
an adjunct professor in Old Testament, New Testament, 
and theology, he earned his MTS and ThM from Calvin 
Theological Seminary. J.R. and his wife and their two sons 
live in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This is his second book.

Encounters with Jesus
Forty Reflections on Knowing and Loving the Savior

J.R. Hudberg

The threat Jesus poses to a person’s comfort and feelings of security is 
real. In Encounters with Jesus: Forty Reflections on Knowing and Loving 
the Savior, J.R. Hudberg looks closely at the people who interacted with 
Jesus in the gospel accounts: believers, skeptics, scoffers, the passionate, 
and the impervious. As readers consider the doubts, questions, and what 
is at stake for each person, they will begin to identify with them. Those 
who have encountered Jesus already and have chosen to follow Him will 
be challenged to make that choice over again—every day. No matter the 
risk!
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• 40 days of readings are perfect for Lenten 
devotions or any time of year

• Includes reflection questions and a prayer 
for each day

• Author is an executive editor at Our Daily 
Bread Ministries
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Sarah M. Wells is an author, poet, essayist, and blogger 
on her own site as well as Our Daily Bread Ministries' 
website God Hears Her. She serves as director of content 
marketing at Spire Advertising and as coeditor for the 
weekly column “Beautiful Things” in River Teeth: A Journal 
of Nonfiction Narrative. Sarah resides in Ashland, Ohio, 
with her husband, Brandon, and their three children, 
Lydia, Elvis, and Henry.

The Family Bible Devotional
Stories from the Gospels to Help Kids and 
Parents Love God and Love Others 

Sarah M. Wells

Christian parents want to see their families flourish in relationship with 
God and with each other. And then to have their family make a difference 
in the world. The Family Bible Devotional helps families do all of that. 
Children and parents alike will see the power of the gospel and learn how 
to effectively live it out every day.  Author Sarah Wells makes complicated 
terms easy to understand for ages 6 and up without diluting the truth. 
Parents will be enriched and encouraged as they lead times of fellowship 
and discipleship. Together, the family will learn to love others with the 
heart of Jesus and share that love with the world.
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• The second volume of The Family Bible 
Devotional, taking a deeper dive into 
discipleship

• Cultivates healthy conversations about the 
Bible between parents and their children 

• Incorporates full Bible passages, discussion 
questions, activities, prayer prompts, and 
more

• Allows children and parents to explore the 
importance of accepting Jesus’s love and 
spreading it to others
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Dr. James Banks is the author of Prayers for Prodigals, 
Prayers for Your Children, Praying the Prayers of the 
Bible, Praying Together, and Praying with Jesus. Through 
books, blog posts, and magazine articles, he regularly 
encourages people to pray. Dr. Banks has been a pastor 
and church planter for more than twenty-five years and 
lives with his wife, Cari, in Durham, North Carolina. They 
have two adult children.

Prayers for Prodigals, 
Updated and Expanded
90 Days of Prayer for Your Child

James Banks

One of the most devastating experiences for a Christian parent is when 
a child walks away from faith in Jesus. James Banks has had that experi-
ence not once but twice, and he has also experienced the joy of answered 
prayer, of a prodigal restored. In this updated and expanded Prayers for 
Prodigals, parents will be directed to the source of peace in painful cir-
cumstances. They will find weekly encouragement from a father who un-
derstands their heartbreak. And they will find daily scriptural prayers and 
prayer tips to help them come to the heavenly Father with gut-wrenching 
honesty and hope-filled persistence. 
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• New content includes a prayer help for every day 
and much-requested group study material with 
weekly questions and prayer guides

• Written by popular Our Daily Bread author James 
Banks

• Now updated to 2011 NIV 

• Helps those who are tired and discouraged to 
persevere in prayer
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Lori Hatcher is a blogger, pastor's wife, and women's 
ministry speaker. She's the editor of South Carolina's 
Reach Out, Columbia magazine, president of Columbia 
Toastmasters, and regular contributor to magazines 
such as Christian Living Today and websites such as 
Crosswalk.com. Her book Hungry for God . . . Starving 
for Time, won the Christian Small Publisher 2016 book 
of the year. Find out more about Lori and her well-loved 
5-minute devotions at lorihatcher.com

Refresh Your Prayers
Uncommon Devotions to Restore Power and Praise 
Lori Hatcher

How do I pray? Does God hear me? Are my prayers working? Whether 
they dare to voice them or not, many longtime Christians are still looking 
for answers to these questions. Their desperate desire to intimately con-
nect with their heavenly Father is the inspiration for Refresh Your Prayers. 
This 60-day devotional equips readers to experience powerful moments 
each time they pray and praise the Lord. No more tired, nervous, or un-
sure prayers! Readers will discover a reinvigorated passion for prayer and 
confidence in communicating with God every day. 
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• Conversational and engaging style appeals to 
women at all levels of spiritual engagement

• Author of Refresh Your Faith and Hungry 
for God . . . Starving for Time, winner of the 
Christian Small Publisher 2016 Book of the 
Year

• Lori Hatcher has a loyal blog audience and 
social media following
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As a “third-culture kid” (parents from one culture living 
in another) Tim Gustafson attended eight different 
schools in his first nine years of schooling. That doesn’t 
include a “semester at sea” while his adoptive parents took 
passage to West Africa on a freighter during missionary 
service. A military veteran of three deployments, Tim and 
his wife, Leisa, have eight children—seven of whom are 
boys. They also have what they believe to be the world’s 
most expressive granddaughter. Tim writes for Our Daily 
Bread and serves as an editor for the Discovery Series.

Brother to Brother
90 Devotions for Men on Faith and Life

Tim Gustafson / Our Daily Bread
Brother to Brother: 90 Devotions for Men on Faith and Life is ideal 
for men who desire to live with integrity and build a legacy of 
faith. Our Daily Bread author Tim Gustafson writes about what he 
has learned on his journey of pursuing God and invites other men 
to come along for the ride. Each devotion shares an interesting 
story and Scripture, followed by a section that will encourage 
and challenge men to live biblically in everyday situations. 
Guys will relate to Tim's insights, humor, and wisdom as this 
"big brother in the faith" guides them to lean fully on God.
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• Trusted resource from longtime Our Daily 
Bread author, Tim Gustafson

• Includes 90 devotions designed to capture 
men's attention 

• Contains a mentoring component that will 
interest and challenge guys

• Attractive leatherlike cover makes it perfect 
for gift giving
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