
 

 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Executive Director:  American Wagyu Association 
Reports To:  President 
Classification:  Full Time/Remote 
Pay Range:  Compensation Commensurate with Experience 
 
Address:  958 S Lochsa St, Suite 120 
         Post Falls, ID 83854 
         For USPS, use PO Box 1115 
  Post Falls, ID 83877 
 
Contact: Sheila Patinkin, President 

Email:  scpatinkin@yahoo.com 
   
The American Wagyu Association (AWA) is seeking an experienced and passionate 
candidate as its Executive Director (ED).  The AWA takes pride in its status as the 
leading Wagyu breed association outside of Japan, with over 1600 members and 
rapid growth.   
 
The candidate applying for this role will represent the association at member and 
industry events, manage office staff professionally and efficiently, take a leadership 
role in the needs of the membership, and oversee the growth of the association’s 
programs including the genetic evaluation program and the launch of the AWA’s 
Process Verified Program, Authentic Wagyu.  
    
Frequent travel to events and to engage with members, is a requirement with a key 
emphasis on driving membership and with the improvement of the breed and its 
growth. The role requires office attendance. 
 
We offer competitive compensation along with benefits including health, dental and 
vision insurance, PTO, six (6) paid holidays, and reimbursement for AWA’s related 
vehicle mileage and travel expenses.  
 
Qualifications 
 
 A bachelor’s degree is required.  An advanced degree in animal science, 

agribusiness, or other related fields is strongly desired. 
 Outstanding and charismatic leader and presenter, skilled communicator with 

strong written and oral communication skills. 



 
 

 Comprehensive working knowledge of program planning, organizational structure, 
financial and budget management, administrative operations, and fundraising. 

 Excellent management skills in developing and implementing work plans with 
timeliness, deliverables, and responsibilities. 

 Demonstrated experience in leading a high performing team with vision, 
strategies, and goals.  An excellent people manager and mentor who is a 
collaborative leader. 

 Livestock or beef industry background, including familiarity with the USDA and 
FSIS organizations. 

 A passion for building a high-quality beef program, the “best of the best”. 
 
Responsibilities 
 
 Supervise and be principally responsible for the day-to-day administrative 

management of the Corporation and conduct the business of the corporation as 
directed by the President. 

 Exercise positive leadership, and coordinates office staff while delegating 
responsibilities. Ensure the growth of staff capabilities through coaching, direct 
employee hiring, dismissal, training, and performance reviews, fostering a positive 
interoffice climate.  

 Safeguard the integrity of the Wagyu Herdbook, genetic evaluation, association 
programs, and oversee collaboration with association vendors. An effective ED will 
lead the organization in launching new programs and developing breed initiatives. 

 Financial responsibilities include protecting the association's fiscal integrity, 
working closely with the accountant and finance committee, conducting audits, 
grow all revenue streams maintaining a reserve of funds. 

 Additional responsibilities involve coordinating national and regional conferences, 
tours, and maintaining communication with stakeholders. The ED represents the 
association at events, prepares presentations, and collaborates with the board. 
Overall, the ED plays a crucial role in implementing the association's strategic 
plan and executing directives from the Board of Directors. 

 
About the American Wagyu Association 
 
The American Wagyu Association is a not-for-profit organization which provides 
programs and services for its members and their customers. The American Wagyu 
Association further promotes, fosters, and encourages the development and 
popularity of Wagyu genetics through supporting education, research, and programs. 
 
Highly prized for their rich flavor, Wagyu cattle produce arguably the finest beef in 
the world. 


