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        oung Leaders in Action (YLIA) launched in late September  
        after an application process to select 56 young leaders from  
        all 11 high schools within Macon County. The students will 
meet monthly during this school year and are charged with  
completing a project that will positively impact the lives of youth 
in Macon County. Already, they have elected officers and identified  
what they see as the top issues facing area youth, including  
anxiety, racism and substance abuse. Their total list of concerns 
will help shape what becomes their project moving forward. 

“YLIA is focused on helping young people develop lifelong 
values of generosity and leadership, and to build strong and  
caring communities,” says Brittani Garner, YLIA coordinator  
for The Community Foundation of Macon County. “We are 
committed to providing them with the resources and  
opportunities allowing them to be successful. And we can’t 
wait to experience the vision of this very enthusiastic, energetic 
group of high school students as they impact Macon County.”
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Argenta-Oreana
Sarah Anderson 
Taniyah Armour 
Morgan Bohm 

Decatur Christian School
Caitlinn Deverell 
Joshua House  
Alexis Shew 

Eisenhower High School
Lindsey Davis  
Danyshia Dukes  
Londarius Hayes 
 
Lutheran School Association
Jarrett Albert

MacArthur High School
Jayden Elliott  
Shane Hilbrick 
Quincenia Jackson 
 
Maroa-Forsyth High School
Rabya Hasnain 
Lindy Kuhn  
Sara Regan 

Meridian High School
Lucas Clapp 
Drew Hurelbrink  
Katelyn Lowry

Mt. Zion High School
Patrick Brandon  
Evelyn Comerford 
Caroline Flora  

Sangamon Valley High School
Paige Coss 
Mikayla Jackson  
Vanessa Templeton 

St. Teresa High School
Madeline Allison  
Grace Buxton 
Erika Flickinger 

Warrensburg-Latham High School
Brandon Dickey  
Jaycie Edwards 
Kathryn Frankovich 

Young Leaders 
in Action 2019-2020

Nathan Dahl 
Allison Edwards 
Kyra Segebart

Destiny Tevis 
Irina Yeakley

Samantha McVey 
Hope Moore

Trinity Mata 
Sariah Mathews 
Avery Newsome

Cameron Reynolds 
Allie Schelling 
Mavis Wang

Alexandra Martin 
Madison Sapp 
Haylee Wilson

Christopher Liu 
Jacob Roubein 
Grace Roundcount

Jack Kramer  
Addison Newbon 
Grace Pugh

Benjamin Pasquariello 
Sydney Pennypacker 

 
 

A community 
impact project is  
in the hands of a 

new group of area 
youth leaders who 

believe they can 
achieve their 

dream of making 
a difference for
Macon County 

youth.
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Mikayla Jackson, chair of the  
Young Leaders in Action (YLIA) 

community impact group, is an  
example of the high-energy, goal- 
focused, high school student members  
of this new organization facilitated  
by The Community Foundation of 
Macon County. 

A senior at Sangamon Valley High 
School, Mikayla was recently named 
to the Illinois State Board of Education  
Student Advisory Council. In addition 
to already taking classes at Lincoln 
Christian University, the school she 
plans to attend next fall, she also 
serves on her high school’s principal 
advisory council, student council, color  
guard, dance team, FFA and FBLA, 
and she has played on the girls  
basketball team for the past two  
seasons. She is actively involved in 
the Oasis Youth group at Harristown  
Foursquare Church, and while in eighth  
grade, she and a group of school 
friends formed Acts 29, a group of 
Christian youth serving to give back 
to their community. Mikayla is also 
completing a half-day internship 
at Sangamon Valley Middle School 
throughout this semester.

 Mikayla shrugs off the idea that 
she is exceptionally busy, noting that 
YLIA is composed of other like-minded  
high school students.

 “We all share similar goals,” she 
says. “We all feel like we’re young 
leaders. I think this will be a good 
experience in working together, and I 
hope we’ll do some great things.”

What 
does a 

youth leader 
look like?

When does she find time to sleep? 
That’s a very good question.

n

Mikayla Jackson, a Sangamon Valley High School senior who was elected by 
her YLIA peers to serve as chair for the new group, welcomes this opportunity  
to take action.

“I’m definitely hoping to do something in our schools as well as in our  
community,” says the active high school student, who is already taking some 
classes at Lincoln Christian University and hopes to return to teach at her Macon 
County high school after earning her college degree. “I believe that people do care 
about what young people have to say, and that we can make a difference.” 

Jacob Roubein, YLIA vice chair and a Mt. Zion High School senior, lived in 
Houston, Texas, until two years ago when his family moved to Decatur. In Houston,  
he was accustomed to being part of groups that worked to help others in the 
community. So, although carrying a heavy scholastic schedule and a long list of 
extracurricular activities as he considers a possible future in law, he was seeking  
to make a difference through collaborating with other like-minded youth. 

“I was wanting to get involved in a group working to make positive changes,” 
Jacob says. “That’s what attracted me to YLIA. Our generation is the one that is  
going to fix things in the future. This is a good opportunity to start working  
together to see what we can do.” 

Brittani is encouraging the group to dream big and then do the hard work of 
managing that dream to success. 

“Since this is a group focused on leadership, I want them to lead it,” Brittani 
says. “They’re going to identify the project and drive the train. I’m asking them: 
‘What’s your dream? Let’s do it!’” 

All 19 seniors in the group are eligible to apply for the $2,500 Wiesemann  
Family college scholarship offered only to YLIA members. 

“Youth and community foundations are a dynamic combination,” says Natalie 
Beck, president, The Community Foundation of Macon County. “When we work 
to invest in the development of today’s young people, we’re really investing in the 
development of the next generation — and the next — and the next.”

“The ripples spread out from our investment and where they will end, we can 
never know. YLIA will empower young people and give them a voice in Macon 
County,” Natalie adds. 

Brittani anticipates challenges will 
arise as the young leaders work on 
completing their project. 

“But we’ll work through 
issues as they come up,” 
Brittani says. “That’s part of 
being a leader, too —  
working through the 
inevitable bumps 
in the road.” 

Hickory Point Bank 
is a presenting 

sponsor for Young 
Leaders in Action 
and other support 

is welcome. 

More
information

q

For more information 
about how you can support this youth 

group, email Brittani at 
bgarner@maconcountygives.org.

mailto:bgarner@maconcountygives.org
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“ We believe 
 our community 
 is uniquely 
 philanthropic.”

Fulfill your 
philanthropic goals 
and create a legacy. 

“ It is inspiring to live in a place  

 where people truly care 

 and are happy to give of

 their time, talents and 

 treasures. In return, 

 donors are rewarded 

 by directly seeing the 

 impact of their efforts.  

 We thank The Community   

 Foundation of Macon County 

 for their role as a cheerleader   

 and partner to facilitate this  

 unique charitable environment.”
                    ~ Dr. Jon and Kathy locke

Call us at 429.3000

Community  Foundation
OF MACON COUNTY

The
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The Do Something Great 
Awards honor individuals 

and organizations for their 
outstanding commitment 

through philanthropy to our 
community. Over the past 

15 years, the Decatur 
Legacy group has 

recognized 65 honorees 
with awards. The Do 

Something Great luncheon 
is our community’s oldest 
and largest celebration of 

giving. The Decatur Legacy 
group is comprised of area 

nonprofit organizations, 
attorneys, financial 

planners and accountants. 

15-year service aWarD: 
              Missy Batman, Vice President of The Community 
                      Foundation of Macon County
                         Missy was honored as a founding Decatur Legacy 
                       member. She is respected for her dedication to our 
                         community, enriching the donor experience and 
                          building the capacity of Macon County’s nonprofit 
              sector.

outstanDing professional partner: 
Attorney Chris Siudyla, partner at Erickson, Davis, Murphy, Johnson & Walsh Ltd.
Nominated by The Community Foundation of Macon County
Chris was honored for his legal expertise in assisting the Beautify Decatur Coalition, the Veterans 
Recognition of Central Illinois and the Robin Vogel 5K for establishing individual nonprofit  
501c3 status for each organization. Chris provided crucial legal guidance throughout each stage  
of these non-profit’s growth.

Chris also serves on a number of local community boards including the Macon County  
Conservation Foundation, Woodford Homes Inc., Charles Street Supportive Housing and  
Camelot Supportive Housing.

 

The 15th Annual Do Something Great Awards Luncheon 
Sponsored by The Brechnitz Group of Raymond James,  

this event was held Aug. 22 at the Mt. Zion Convention Center

Left to right: Sue Powell, Regan Deering, Missy Batman, Barb and Jack McCoy, Mary Cave, Chris Siudyla

The 2019 Do Something Great Award Recipients:

Missy Batman receives a congratulatory hug 
from Board Chair Cathy Mansur after being 
surprised with her 15-year service award.
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outstanDing young philanthropist: 
Mary Cave
Nominated by The Children’s Museum of Illinois and Macon Resources Inc.
Mary was honored for her creative vision and work on two expansive and  
impactful community projects — Heroes Hall, a 7,000-square-foot law  
enforcement-themed addition to the Children’s Museum of Illinois and  
Meaningful Meadows, a 1.5 acre outdoor education and occupational center  
for adults with developmental disabilities on the campus of MRI. Mary also  
volunteers as a board trustee for several area nonprofits.

OutStaNDING NONpROfIt 
pROfeSSIONaL: 
Sue Powell 
Nominated by The Decatur Area 
Arts Council
Sue has been synonymous with the arts 
in Decatur since 1978. Sue retired from 
a 25-year career building award-winning 
arts programs at the Decatur Park District, 
including B.O.S.S., Greater Decatur  
Chorale and A Very Special Arts Fair.  
She also spent many years conducting arts 
workshops and artist-in-residencies at 
schools throughout Macon County. Sue 
served on the board of the Decatur Area 
Arts Council for eight years. She officially  
joined the DAAC staff in 2003 and is  
responsible for coordinating and hanging  
exhibits in the Anne Lloyd Gallery,  
planning and facilitating the gallery-related 
special events and field trips, and  
showcasing other art forms.

outstanDing boarD member/volunteer: 
Regan Deering 
Nominated by Northeast Community Fund
Regan was honored for her innovative ideas, infectious 
passion for the organization’s mission and her compassion  
for others. Over the past three years, Regan has served as 
Northeast’s capital campaign volunteer chairperson, raising  
over $2 million for a new 17,000-square-foot facility.  
Regan also has volunteered countless hours to grant writing,  
resulting in more than $500,000 in grant funding that  
enabled Northeast to purchase a refrigerated box truck, 
fork lift, cardboard bailer and support the food pantry.

the robert anD bev KetenbrinK community  
commitment aWarD: 

Jack and Barbara McCoy 
Nominated by St. Teresa High School, Millikin University, 
Richland Community College and community members.

Jack and Barb are an 
outstanding example of  
civic and philanthropic 
leaders. Their  
contributions of  
time and financial 
resources are exceeded 
only by their passion,  
commitment and  
ability to inspire giving 
in others.Together,  
this unstoppable 
couple has affected 

revolutionary change by creating matching gift opportunities 
for donors and setting fundraising records.

The couple is also passionate about investing in tomorrow’s 
leaders by establishing educational scholarships at St. Teresa 
High School, Millikin University, Richland Community College 
and area Catholic grade schools.

Jack and Barb were co-recipients of Millikin University’s 
2017 Alumnus of the Year award, the university’s highest  
alumni award.

The 15th Annual Do Something Great Awards Luncheon 
Sponsored by The Brechnitz Group of Raymond James,  

this event was held Aug. 22 at the Mt. Zion Convention Center

Left to right: Sue Powell, Regan Deering, Missy Batman, Barb and Jack McCoy, Mary Cave, Chris Siudyla

Left to right: Mary Cave, Abby Koester, Amy Bliefnick and Kelsie Wujek

Eric Andreas, Sally Andreas, Regan Andreas Deering  
and Brian Deering



In Honor of… 
Mary Colette Cornille
Jim Madell
Cancer Care Specialists of Illinois 

 
In Memory of…
Bayne & Sandra Tomlinson 

Bette Grudichak-Binger

Carolyn Y. Waltrip 

Charles E. Doyle 

Dennis M. Miller 

Donald “Ken” Roley 

Edwin E. McKay 

Everett Nicholas, Jr. 

Gerthel Bruce

Gretchen Peters-Hantel 

Jack Robert Bratton 

James H. “Jim” Fulk 

Jeffrey W. Younker 

Jennifer Reiss 

John C. “Jack” Herbert 

Noel Warren Myers 

Richard Eugene Oyler 

Robert Kileen 

Ruth E. Moreau

Wanda Beck 

Wayne L. Bickes

William Braun 

Lindsay Marie Sparks 

Tony Samuelson

Matthew Yelovich

MEMORIAL GIFTS
July 1 – September 30, 2019
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The Next Gen Community Connection Young 
Professional group is a volunteer-led ambassador  
group emphasizing networking, relationship- 
building and the opportunity to inspire and  

be inspired. This is a group for young professionals who want to elevate their  
professional image, connect with peers and give back to their community. This group  
is sponsored by The Community Foundation of Macon County and the Decatur 
Park District/Decatur Parks Foundation. 

Left to Right: Brandon Barney, Karalee Misner, Mike Wilcott, Chasity Casey, 
Richard Kaczynski, Brittani Garner, Jeffonne Owens, and Chris Allen

CoffeeCoffee
Interested in learning more about your 
donor portal, or the services we offer?  
Or you want to give back but don’t  
know where to start? We invite  
donors with a vision and passion for  
our community to join us at a monthly coffee:

a Receive up-to-date statistics about your fund
a Gain tips for utilizing the donor portal
a Learn about various community needs
a Meet other donors
a Enjoy coffee and a continental breakfast
 
Nov. 15, 2019  from 9 – 10 a.m.
101 South Main Street  |  Suite 400  |  Decatur, IL 62523

with 
The Community 
Foundation

Contact Missy Batman at mbatman@maconcountygives.org 
to reserve your spot at an upcoming coffee!

More
information

q To join this group or to learn more, visit decatur-parks.org/nextgen-yp-group/  
or call Chasity Casey, Community Foundation of Macon County finance and  
foundation services associate, at 429-3000.

http://decatur-parks.org/nextgen-yp-group/%20


BoarD of Directors • • •
Cathy Mansur, Chair
May, Cocagne & King PC
 
Kara Demirjian Huss, Vice Chair
DCC Marketing
 
Mark Jackson, Secretary
Samuels Miller Schroeder  
Jackson & Sly
 
Kris Lutt, Treasurer
Archer Daniels Midland Co.
 
Najiba Benabess, Ph.D.
Millikin University
 
Kendall Briscoe
Caterpillar Inc.
 
Kathleen Locke
Child’s Play Photography
 
Karla Miller
Hickory Point Bank & Trust
 
James R. Neff
The Brechnitz Group of Raymond James

Duane Noland
Association of Illinois Electric Co-ops
 
Dana Ray, M.D.
Crossing Healthcare
 
The Honorable Lisa Holder White
Illinois Appellate Court, Fourth District

staff • • •
Natalie Beck, President

Missy Batman, Vice President

Kathy Carter, Scholarship  
Coordinator

Chasity Casey, Finance and  
Foundation Services Associate

Kaitlyn Farrar, Administrative 
Assistant

Brittani Garner, Director of 
Programs and Scholarships

Tracy Gramm, Freelance Designer

Deb Kirchner, Freelance Editor  
and Writer

coNtact Us • • •

The Community Foundation
of Macon County
101 South Main Street
Suite 400
Decatur, IL 62523
217.429.3000
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The types of funds at The Community Foundation of Macon County 
(CFMC) reflect the varied interests of our fund holders and donors. 
Whether they are advised, designated or unrestricted, new or long-
standing, endowed or non-endowed, they are evidence of the spirit 
of generosity of individuals, families, corporations and organizations 
seeking to make a positive impact in our community today, tomorrow 
and forever.

Funds of the Community Foundation

Types of Funds

Donor & 
Corporate 

Advised 
Funds

Allow an 
individual, family, 
or company the 

ability to establish 
a charitable fund, 
then recommend 
grants while the 
Foundation staff 

administers 
the grants.

$14.2 Million
 

105

Field of 
Interest 

Funds

Connect 
personal values 
to high-impact 
opportunities 

and allow 
individuals to 
target their 

gifts to address 
needs in a 

specific area.

$8.2 Million

 33

Designated 
Funds

Provide 
for-impact 
(nonprofit) 

organizations 
income streams 

to support 
programs 

and operations 
(numbers include 

agency funds).

$8.9 Million

 107

Scholarship 
Funds

Invest in the next 
generation with 
post-secondary 

education 
assistance 
and build a 

foundation for 
a brighter 
tomorrow.

$5.4 Million

 87

Fund Assets 
at the CFMC

Number 
of Funds at 

the CFMC

Bundling with Donor Advised Funds 
Utilizing a Donor-Advised Fund is a great way to maximize your charitable giving 
and your tax deduction. By making larger contributions less frequently into a  
Donor Advised Fund at The Community Foundation of Macon County, you may 
claim the charitable deduction in the year you make your gift and then recom-
mend grant distributions to the charitable organizations or churches you care 
about in subsequent years.

It is a win-win! You receive the tax deduction and the organizations you’ve 
supported will benefit from your consistent giving.

$
$$

$

u

u
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Serving Donors. Leading Change.

This memorial scholarship provides an annual scholarship to a graduating senior of MacArthur High 
School who is a member of the varsity football team and exhibits leadership qualities. 

Mr. Rawls was born February 20, 1958, in Decatur, Ill., the son of Zannie Rawls Sr. and Toni Hayes 
Rawls. While attending MacArthur High School, he played baseball and was a member of the varsity  
football and track team. He enlisted in the United States Navy and received an honorable discharge in 
1977. He worked for Adecco for several years. He also worked for PPG (Pittsburgh Plate Glass), Adolf  
Myers, and was a member of Jasper Street Church of Christ.

1975: From left, Matt Tyner, MacArthur High quarterback, left, gives 
instructions to his starting backfield teammates. Listening to Tyner 
are running backs Carl Spence, Zannie Rawls and Art Perkins.

We’re celebrating 10 years of the 
Zannie rawls Jr. memorial scholarship

“ Zannie graduated from MacArthur with me in 1976. 
 It was important for us to start the scholarship after 
 Zannie passed away because he was a great athlete, 
 teammate, friend, and more importantly human being. 
 He died way too young, and we miss him every day.”  
                                              ~Mike Mormino, scholarship founding member


