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“If you’ve seen one community  
foundation, you’ve seen one  
community foundation.”   

that axiom, though somewhat  
paradoxical, has proven to be true  
in my eight years in the community  
foundation world. As leader of the 
Community Foundation of Macon 

County, I have stood proud of the unique role we play in  
supporting giving by local donors to impact change in our  
own community. our Community Foundation is different from 
every other in our region. of course, I contend it’s the best  
one around! 

In 2017, our many donors generously chose to partner with 
the Community Foundation to support their favorite charities, 
projects, and causes. We established new funds to provide  
scholarships to Macon County youth. We facilitated corporate 
gifts to the Beautify Decatur Coalition and to the Community 
Food Drive. We helped one young Decatur man, who wanted 
to do something meaningful, raise over $20,000 for a new 
playground for Durfee School. these efforts are unique to our  
community, and our role at the Community Foundation is to  
facilitate local philanthropy that reflects Decatur and its  
wonderfully generous people. 

We are grateful to our donors throughout Macon County 
who trust the Community Foundation to steward their gifts 
and to honor their charitable intentions. It is our privilege to 
work with people from all walks of life who want to impact 
change and make life in Decatur better for others. thank you!

As I look forward to retiring later this year, I also look 
forward to seeing the next phase for the Community Founda-
tion of Macon County — one that will continue to showcase its 
unique qualities and the many reasons it’s the best Community 
Foundation around! 

   With gratitude, 

  Wegi Stewart

Our 
PurPOse

The purpose of  

The Community Foundation 

is to develop a permanent 

charitable trust fund for 

Decatur and Macon County. 

Donations are invested and 

earnings are distributed

 annually to local groups.

 Donors can establish their

 own charitable funds 

at The Foundation 

and recommend grants 

to nonprofit groups 

they want to support. 

Donors can create an 

individual or family legacy 

by establishing a named 

fund or choose to be 

anonymous in their giving.

From the president
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2017 was another 
year of growth and 
impact for the Com-
munity Foundation of 
Macon County.  

through the  
establishment of new 
funds and investment 
returns, we surpassed 

$36 million in assets. We are grateful for our 
many donors – new and returning – who have 
generously supported this growth by estab- 
lishing and adding to funds for scholarships,  
community grants, and designated charities. 
thanks to their generosity, the Community 
Foundation granted over $2.5 million in 2017  
for those causes. 

the education Coalition (edCo) of Macon 
County is the Foundation’s major community 
initiative. In 2017, edCo advanced the trauma  
Informed partnership to new levels with 
groundbreaking work to transform schools  
and the community. trauma has a lasting  
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impact on children, their brains, and their ability 
to learn. the more everyone understands the 
impact, the better we can do to support  
families and children in the community.  

In 2017, the Community Foundation  
converted to an integrated donor information 
and accounting system. this program allows 
our donors access to real-time information 
about their funds, and it allows board members 
and auditors the ability to monitor financial 
activity with read-only access to fund accounts 
and financial statements. As a CpA, I appreciate  
the transparency the system offers and the 
oversight it supports.  

Finally, I am very honored to serve as the 
chairman of the board of the Community 
Foundation. our community is fortunate to 
have a strong vehicle to support local  
philanthropy and giving.   

   Sincerely,

   Cathy Mansur
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launched in fall 2016, trauma Informed  
partners (tIp) — a unique collaborative part-
nership among the Community Foundation/
education Coalition (edCo), the Illinois education 
Association, Macon-piatt Regional office of  
education, and the SIu School of Medicine — 
gained momentum throughout 2017, impacting 
students in five area pilot schools.

Focused on a shared mission to help students 
become more “whole,” tIp replaces a traditional,  
punitive approach to school discipline with a 
more restorative, behavior-oriented platform. 
tIp is also research based: Studies on adverse 
childhood experiences (ACe) indicate that living 
with chronic trauma from ages 0-18 has negative 
effects on the brain’s ability to function and on 
the individual’s ability to learn.

“Students are taught the skills necessary to 
manage their feelings, to self-regulate behavior 
and, ultimately, to be accountable for their  
actions,” Craft adds.

throughout 2017, tIp training was in place  
at Sangamon Valley High School, Muffley and 
Franklin elementary schools, Argenta-oreana,  
and Deland-Weldon, K-12. Results from an 
in-depth medical research study in the pilot 
schools, conducted throughout 2017 by SIu 
School of Medicine, also will help frame tIp’s 
future goals.

“teachers have told us their classrooms are 
more manageable, and that abandoning punitive 
actions and approaches gives them more time 
for student instruction and interaction,” says 
Craft, adding that tIp training also was extended 
to early childhood care providers. “there’s a  
hunger for this type of training that extends  
beyond our school systems.”

And although their mission and approach 
align with the current national trend in education, 
tIp claims unique status.

“to our knowledge, no one had developed  
a collaborative approach — one that pooled  
resources for greater reach and impact, and  
developed a universal training platform to  
support the mission,” says Craft. “our team  
represents school administrators, teachers,  
researchers, and medical professionals. 

“edCo’s role is to build support for tIp, and by 
taking our messages to community stakeholders,  
help them build their tool chest for working with 
young students.”

“I consider tIp to be edCo’s most impactful 
work,” Craft adds. “As a team, we are committed 
learners, and we must continue to commit to 
what we’ve learned.”

Trauma Informed Partners: 
Behavioral Approach Addresses 
“Whole” Student

“Students living a highly traumatic life are 
physically different from their peers,” says edCo 
Vice president/Community Initiatives Dani Craft. 
“Rather than simply reacting to their poor  
behavior and asking ‘what’s wrong with you?’  
the question now is, ‘what happened to you?’

“We’re not coddling or excusing their behavior,  
but rather seeking the root behind it. What are 
traumatic experiences doing to a student’s ability 
to succeed? 

“EdCo’s role is to build support
 for TIP, and by taking our messages 

to community stakeholders, 
help them build their tool chest 

for working with young students.”
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Cultivating donors of all ages by offering  
them relevant experiences to encourage  
giving is a key component of the Community 
Foundation’s mission. And throughout 2017,  
the Foundation’s two giving circles — Gather.
Give.Share. (G.G.S.) and the Young philanthropists  
Giving Circle (YpGC) — put creativity and action 
to work on behalf of local non-profit organizations.

For YpGC members, 2017 could be dubbed 
“the year of the cat.” 

In a creative twist on both giving and net-
working, the group hosted its first-ever pitch 
party, inviting five local non-profit organizations 
to give three-minute fundraising “pitches” at its 
September 28 meeting. Yoga4Cats garnered the 
most YpGC member and event attendee votes, 
and was awarded a $5,000 grant to support 
WetnR — we educate, trap, neuter, and release 
— a new program focused on reducing Decatur’s 
displaced cat population.

“the pitch party was not only invigorating 
for our members, but also for the non-profits,” 
says YpGC co-chairman and steering committee 
member Kelly Gagnon. “even if they didn’t win, 
participants appreciated getting the word out 
about their agency’s need.”

YpGC also hosted regular meetings and  
recruitment events throughout 2017.

Philanthropy Pipeline 
Raises Awareness and Catalyzes Change

open to all Macon County high school  
students, G.G.S. members culminated an active 
year on Giving tuesday, november 28, by pre-
senting their 2017 grant to northeast Community 
Fund (neCF.) throughout the summer, students 
visited six local non-profit organizations, with 
two missions in mind: to personally acquaint 
themselves with community needs and the 
organizations that strive to fill those gaps; and to 
select a recipient for the group’s annual grant.

“I really appreciated the community awareness  
I gained from our summer visits,” says G.G.S. 
co-chairman emma Comerford. “I felt neCF was 
a great option for us, because our gift will not 
only help them meet families’ basic needs, but 
also will help them positively impact their client 
base through services such as the micro-finance 
program.”

For more information on 
Gather.Give.Share., contact 
The Community Foundation 
at 217.429.3000.

For more information on the 
Young Philanthropists Giving Circle 
contact The Community Foundation 
at 217.429.3000.
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vices reach community residents  
of all ages at their point of need 
— whether support comes from 
after-school programs, thanks-
giving Day food baskets, or  
appreciation for Vietnam era 
veterans.

“
The Boys & Girls Club  
endowment provides  

sustained, reliable support  
for our programs and 

operations. We are grateful 
to our generous benefactors 
who set up the endowment 
through The Community 

Foundation so their passion 
for our purpose will live 

on into the future.”

Bruce Jeffery
Executive Director 

Boys & Girls Club of Decatur

Attractions such as the 
Madden Arts Center, along with 
our community’s parks, conser-
vation areas, museums, and 
historical structures, reflect the  
vibrancy that permeates Decatur.  
And through endowed funds and 
legacy gifts that support arts,  
culture, and recreation, donors 
enhance the quality of life for all 
residents.

“
One does not need billions  
of dollars to create a fund  
to help favorite charities.  

But The Community  
Foundation offers us an  
opportunity to become a 

Warren Buffett or a Bill Gates 
in our own way.”

Anne Pondelick
Leo and Anne Pondelick Family Fund, 
which supports the Decatur Area Arts 

Council, Decatur Public Library,  
Scovill Zoo, and the Macon County  
Conservation District in perpetuity.

Donors connect to education 
in myriad ways; some create 
scholarships to help students 
reach their educational goals, 
while others make an impact 
through support of their local 
private and public schools, 
or through a specific school 
program. their gifts touch the 
lives of our littlest learners, as 
well as students seeking col-
lege degrees. 

“
My aunt was passionate 

about education and always 
talked to students about 
bettering themselves — 

whether that meant finishing 
high school, earning a GED, 

or simply showing up for 
school the next day.”

Stephanie Hebron
The Anita Buckner Memorial 

Scholarship  

Grants Support Wide Spectrum of Community needs
From schools that prepare young scholars for academic success to social service agencies that reach 
families in need, grants managed by the Community Foundation — and the generous philanthropists 
that create and support them — impact our community’s quality of life. And throughout 2017, more 
than 90 percent of the Community Foundation grants, or $1.5 million, were directed to the categories 
of education, social services, and arts/culture/recreation.

Generosity in Action . . . 

$ $$
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2017 Financial results

A complete set of audited financial statements is 
available upon request or at www.endowdecatur.org.

OPERAtiNg RESuLtS fOR YEAR 
ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2017

Net Assets on January 1, 2017    $27,704,700  

Revenues
Gifts    $4,334,106  
temporarily Restricted Gifts  $51,955 
Investment Income  $4,172,588 

Total Contributions and support  $8,558,649 

Expenditures
Grants Given and program Services   $2,673,085 
Administrative/Fundraising expenses   $351,789 

Total Grants and expenses   $3,024,874 

Change in net Assets  $5,533,775  

Net Assets as of December 31    $33,238,475   

fiNANCiAL POSitiON AS Of DECEMBER 31, 2017

Assets
Cash  $256,818 
Investments   $36,710,294 
prepaid expenses  $21,500   
property and equipment  $6,179  

Total Assets   $36,994,791  

Liabilities and Net Assets
Accounts payable   $36,708  
Agency endowments  $3,719,608  

Total Current Liabilities   $3,756,316  

Net Assets
Administrative Assets  $452,280  
Donor Advised & other Funds   $32,734,240  
temporarily Restricted   $51,955  

Total Net Assets    $33,238,475  

Total Liabilities & Net Assets   $36,994,791  

39%  Donor Advised
1%  Discretionary
26%  Field of Service
17%  Designated
17%  Scholarship

over $22 Million in grants 
given since 2000

 $2,673,085 
impacting

the 
Community

 $3,719,608 
invested 

for Organizations
in Macon 
County

$

$

http://www.endowdecatur.org
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The Community Foundation of Macon County is dedicated to improving the

quality of life throughout our community, and thanks to the generosity of our donors, 

we are privileged to impact the areas of arts/culture, community development, 

education, conservation, health, faith, youth, and social services. 

We appreciate your trust and generosity, and are honored 

to team with you to meet your philanthropic goals.

www.endowdecatur.org

http://www.endowdecatur.org
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