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Committed to excellence. Passionate for growth. Focused on students.
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Superintendent’s Message
As the summer comes to an end, I hope this letter finds you relaxed and ready 

to engage in the 2021-22 school year, but before we do, I encourage you to take a 
moment to read about our success stories and events from this past spring semester. 
You will notice several district highlights from students, teachers and programs earning 
remarkable accomplishments. You will also read how we have modernized our new 
media center at Eastside Jr./Sr. High School to support future teaching, learning and 
collaboration. As always, we are excited and eager to best serve the youth of DeKalb 
County Eastern Community School District. Thank you for your continued support and 
welcome back. Go Blazers!

 
Dr. Shane Conwell, Superintendent 

Percussion State Finals
Last year, Eastside’s winter percussion ensemble nearly qualified for state finals. 

However, students were never able to finish their season due to the pandemic. This year, 
students qualified and even placed ninth in the state finals! As this is only the fourth season 
of competition, their placement is remarkable.

Over the season, the ensemble increasingly performed better and better. Winter 
percussion includes marching and performing a programed show with marching drill, 
choreography and effects. The competitive nature takes place inside and is also judged 
on how well the show’s theme is represented. This year, the group played Shane Kelbley’s 
“Courage,” “Sloth” and “Magnificence.” Family, friends and the community supported the 
16 students who rose to the challenge. Congratulations to the winter percussion ensemble!
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Liam Franz
- Wins Mental Attitude Award

A special acknowledgement goes out to Liam Franz for being named the 2021 L.V. 
Phillips Mental Attitude Award Winner for Class 2A Baseball. This prestigious award was earned 
through making it to the final two teams and a nomination by the principal and coach. With the 
title came a $1,000 scholarship from Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance. Congratulations, Liam!

- 2021 Lilly Scholar
Liam Franz has a big heart for helping make a difference in people’s lives. He recently 

started his own nonprofit called “Make A Child Smile Foundation.” Its purpose is to raise money 
for children with cancer at Riley Hospital for Children. So far he has been marketing through 
Facebook and Instagram pages, selling T-shirts and bracelets. Liam hopes the organization 
will continue to grow through college and post-graduation. 

Liam’s passion for others isn’t going unnoticed. This year, he was selected for the 
Community Foundation of DeKalb County’s 2021 Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship. 
This is a full-ride, four-year scholarship which also includes an annual $900 for books and 
additional school materials. He is planning on using it at Notre Dame this fall to study 
business marketing. 

NEW Media Center
Eastside is excited about its newly-remodeled media center, the “Blazer Hub.” A flexible 

creative space for private work, small group meetings and a larger enclosed area are just some 
of the new aspects for teachers and students alike. Motion sensor sliding doors open to both 
the north and south of the room. The fresh atmosphere also offers a wide range of amenities: 

• Several collaboration spots
• Large monitors that connect to a computer
• Comfortable padded seats with work tables 
• The “Blazer Bean,” a small student run café area
• A library of books
• Technology repair area

Thanks to the online learning last spring, the renovation for this project was pushed 
up to March 2020 instead of the summer. It opened this January and both students and 
teachers are loving the new area so far. From taking online classes, hanging out with friends 
or having a quiet place to do homework, this comfortable area is already seeing lots of traffic. 
Additionally, in the spirit of flexibility, nearly everything is on wheels, enabling the layout 
to fit the current needs.

The vision for this center is to offer a more mature area where students can grow in 
responsibilities and hands-on learning. The goal is for an adjacent classroom to be turned into 
a career center where students research jobs and college options, fill out job or scholarship 
applications and more.

Retirements
DeKalb County Eastern Community School District would like to recognize and 

thank the following retirees for their commitment, impact and years of service. With 
an accumulation of 96 years, this district has seen success due to each one of you! 
DeKalb wishes you all the best in your retirement. 

• Sam Reinoehl: 38 years – Teacher
• Judy Krafft: 35 years – Teacher
• Marijo Thiel: 23 years – Teacher’s Aide

New Employees 
A special welcome to the new employees of
DeKalb County Eastern Community School District.
Welcome to our team!

• Angela Booth – BE Kindergarten
• Stephanie Emenhiser – BE Food Service
• Anne Hottell – EHS Math 
• Rachel Malcolm – BE First Grade
• Audriana Delagrange – RD First Grade
• Lauren (Jacobs) Hook – EHS Vocational Agriculture
• Rhonda Bennigan – RD Food Service
• Jillian Gerke – BE Food Service
• Colby Stark – EHS Food Service
• Tess Witsaman – BE Teacher Aide
• James Dove – EHS Custodian
• Ed Bentley – EHS Head Boys Basketball
• Josh Hoeppner – BE Asst. Principal
• Jeremy Klick – EHS English
• Cade Willard – EHS Business

New Everside Health Clinic
All DeKalb County Eastern employees (who are on our Health Insurance) and their 

families can walk to their medical appointments as a new Everside Clinic is now just down 
the street. In January, Northeast Indiana School Insurance Trust opened a new clinic at 306 
Hampel Drive with Everside as the medical provider. DeKalb Eastern faculty members who 
are on the insurance plan and their insured family members are eligible to use the clinic.
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Stella Steury
Riverdale’s sixth-grader Stella Steury won several awards with her science fair 

project this year.  
District Level:

• Global Impact Award $50
• Regional qualifier

Regional Level:
• Broadcom Masters Middle School Competition Award
• Cameron Memorial Hospital Foundation Award
• Northeast Solid Waste Management Award
• United States Office of Naval Research Award
• Hoosier State Fair Qualifier

State Fair:
• Newton Award $50

Stella also won the valedictorian award for the sixth grade class this year and will 
be going to Eastside next school.

Teagan Vanover 
Another congratulations goes to Butler’s Teagan Vanover who also won several 

awards this year, ultimately reaching state as well. 
District Level:

• Environmental Award $50
• Regional qualifier

Regional Level:
• Broadcom Masters Middle School Competition
• United States Office of Naval Research
• Hoosier State Fair Qualifier

State Fair: 
• Indiana Association of Environmental Professionals (INAEP) Award for Excellence 

in Environmental Science (3rd place - $50)

State Science Fair Awards Additional Science Fair Awards
Special mention also goes out to the rest of these winners of the 2021 Junior-Senior Division: 
SPECIAL AWARDS 

• Engineering: Joshua Eck - $50
• Health Science:  Rylan Moughler - $50
• Biochemistry: Emma Garman - $50
• Behavioral Science:  Marbella Avila - $50
• Biology: Claire Otis - $50 
• George Kandel Special Judge’s Award: Demetri Swank - $25

Butler Regional Qualifiers
• Josh Eck
• Jackston Fisher
• Rylan Moughler
• Elijah Hankey
• Marbella Avilla
• Emma Garman
• Carder Davis

Regional Level Awards at Trine University (virtual only)
Marbella Avilla 

• American Psychological Association
• Northeastern Center - Junior Division (1st Place)

Rylan Moughler
• Broadcom Masters Middle School Competition
• Cameron Memorial Hospital Foundation - $25
• United States Office of Naval Research
• Overall Junior Division 1st Place - $100
• Hoosier State Fair Qualifier

Elijah Hankey
• Chi Epsilon (Junior Division) - hard hat and certificate

Josh Eck
• Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (Junior Division - 2nd place - $50)

Jackston FIsher
• Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (Junior Division -1st place - $100)

Old Bus Used As New Learning Tool
The transportation department had an old bus that was nearing the end of its life cycle 

due to a bad motor. Instead of simply getting rid of it, the bus barn and school teamed up 
together to take the bus apart. While multiple parts were taken off and put in the inventory 
(body parts, interior parts, etc.), the motor and transmission were given to the FFA class for 
training purposes. Sam Reinoehl’s class in particular enjoyed using these parts for hands on 
learning and discussion.

New Vision of Growth for Wrestling Team
Wrestling students of Eastside made great strides and worked hard this year. It was a 

difficult year with various COVID-19 regulations as students tried to maintain their momentum 
throughout the season with quarantine interruptions. With lots of seniors graduating last 
year and a rough couple of years for the athletes, Coach Doug Smoker says from here, the 
only way is up. Though this is Coach Smoker’s first year in the program, he coached for 12 
years at Prairie Heights and another eight years at Angola. With time, effort and a long-term 
vision of success, he hopes to see a big improvement next season and each following year. 

Looking forward, Coach Smoker has challenged students to work hard all summer. 
Summertime is the time to get better and when the competitions start again, the evidence of 
hard work will show. Already, open room has begun, and the program is seeing good numbers. 

An additional shoutout goes to female student wrestler Timmery Rutter, freshman at 
Eastside, for seeing a lot of success this year! Timmery made quite a splash early on in the 
season, being the first Blazer girl to win by pin back in December. She continued on in the 
season, placing fifth overall in State.

At a smaller school like Eastside, sports have to share their athletes. All the coaches 
work together and support their students through a united effort. Success is seen through this 
mentality. For wrestling, Coach Smoker says, “It’s going to take time, but I’m real excited 
to see where Eastside goes.”

Gymnast Brielle Carter Makes it to State
Eastside’s gymnastics team had a successful 2021 season. While the team was only 

made up of one student, sophomore Brielle Carter, Eastside definitely got some recognition 
in the high school gymnastics world.

Brielle started the season off strong 
on vault and on floor with a strong routine 
which included a one and a half twist. She 
kept her momentum going on those two 
events all season while working to gain 
higher level skills in her bars routine and her 
beam routine. She also worked to perfect her 
form in all four events. Brielle was able to get 
her skills where they needed to be in order 
to place in all-around at sectionals, moving 
her onto regionals.

Knowing that she would face girls with 
higher level skills on bars, beam and vault at 
regionals, she put her main focus on her floor 
event knowing that was her best chance of 
making it to state. She was able to perform 
an excellent floor routine at regionals which 

paved her way to the state competition 
at Ball State. Brielle scored a 9.1 on her 
floor routine at the state competition tying 
for 17th place out of 52 girls, an excellent 
end to a fantastic season.

Brielle has been doing off season 
training since the 2021 season ended 
and plans to come back her junior year 
stronger and more advanced than she 
was the year before. 

Eastside Baseball Goes to State!
For the first time in school history, Eastside High School’s baseball team advanced 

through sectionals, regionals, semi-state and went on to play in the state finals! 
With limited contact starting back in the fall and official practices starting around May, 

the season saw its own set of challenges. An early 
knee injury for one of the pitchers as well as the 
threat of COVID-19 called the players to persevere. 
Throughout the season, Coach and Athletic Director 
Aaron Willard said he saw the players come together 
as a “really cohesive team… Through the run in 
the tournament, each player doing their job, it was 
neat to see them love each other.” The support 
players had for each other was also seen through 
the community’s excitement as well.

Through it all, the team never gave up! 
The capstone took place June 21 during the 
IHSAA Class 2A baseball state championship as 
the team got to play a televised game at Victory 
Field in Indianapolis. While Eastside ultimately 

lost to Providence High School, this was a great accomplishment for the team and an 
incredible experience.

Congratulations to Eastside’s baseball team earning state runners up!
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The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Students of the Year is an exciting 
leadership development and philanthropy program in which high school students 
participate in a fundraising competition to benefit LLS. Every dollar raised counts 
as one vote. The candidates/teams who raise the most money at the end of the 
seven-week competition earn the title Student(s) of the Year. This program benefits 
LLS through providing resources for research and advocacy, but it also helps the high 
school participants gain experience through professional development, guidance and 
mentoring. It also potentially offers scholarship opportunities and gives the students 
visibility and recognition in the local community and media.

Students fundraise in several ways like sponsorships, program ad sales, letter 
writing campaigns, personal asks, events, school fundraisers and online donations. 
The way each student runs their campaign is entirely up to them. This is part of the 
professional skill development of the campaign. Students also build a “team” to help 
in their efforts which is where the leadership piece ties in as well. Emilee Deming, 
Campaign Development Manager at LLS, says, “It is incredible to see the transformation 
in growth and development the students have from the time they accept the challenge 
to the end of the campaign. That is what sets them apart on college applications and 
into their careers.” 

The 2021 campaign was the third annual campaign in northeast Indiana. Twelve 
candidates campaigned, and despite the pandemic, these students incredibly raised a 

staggering $310,000 in just seven weeks. It was a completely virtual experience for 
this year’s candidates, but they didn’t let that slow them down.

Lauren Brown was the overall “winner” earning her the title of the 2021 Northeast 
Indiana Student of the Year. She broke the record for the highest fundraiser in the area 
for this campaign as she and her team raised a phenomenal $65,500! In May of 2020, 
she accepted her nomination to run in the campaign in honor of her Aunt Judy who was 
battling a blood cancer at the time of acceptance but later passed away in September 
2020. So LLS’s mission really hit home for Lauren and her family.

Deming described Lauren as “a sweet soul. A real go-getter. Passionate. 
Determined. And does it all with a smile. That girl is going places and will be a light 
in all she does! That is one of the best parts of my position, aside from finding a cure 
for cancer, I get to meet some incredible students in our area that truly blow me away 
with their drive for life, and Lauren is one of those students. I wish her all the best in 
her next chapter of life!”

LLS is now accepting nominations and applications for this coming year’s 
campaign. The earlier students sign on, the more prepared they will be. Lauren signed 
on in May of 2020 even though the actual campaign ran from January 14–March 4, 
2021. So, as can be seen with Lauren, starting early really pays off. If you or your student 
are interested in this program, please email Emilee Deming at Emilee.Deming@lls.org. 

To celebrate a leader please contact the DeKalb Eastern CSD office.

DeKalb Eastern Leaders
A spotlight feature to share feedback recognizing staff, students and community members who rise above for our district!

LLS Student of the Year
Lauren Brown Breaks the Record

Butler Bobcat Youth League Building Project
A partnership between the District and the Butler Bobcat Youth League is hoping to 

create a place to play softball and baseball for all the youth of Dekalb County Eastern Schools. 
Shortly after Butler Elementary was built, the building project planning started. Though it has 
had a hard time gaining speed, the Bobcat Board has since sought to raise enough money 
to finish the project in full. The league currently plays at both Maxton and 
Hathaway Parks. This sometimes produces difficulties for parents with 
children playing at different locations. The new building is being built behind 
Butler Elementary with the District providing the land, dugouts, fencing and 
utilities. The hope is to eventually house four fields for boys and girls to play 
on. Additionally, the school will have access to the concession building for any 
extracurricular activities (like cross country meets, etc.). Bobcat Board member 
Brandon Brown says, “The school has supported us from day one and [we 
can’t] express enough gratitude for all that they have and are doing for us.”

A lot of time has already gone into this project: planning, meeting, cost 
analysis and creating presentations. Brown went on to say, “To be honest, 
there were days and months that we thought this was only going to be a 
dream.” The Board is now in the final fund-raising stage. With a good start 

on initial donations, the dream is starting to become reality. If all stays as scheduled, two 
fields should be up and running by the spring of 2022. Depending on the fundraising, another 
two should follow shortly after.

FIELD DAY 2021
Riverdale – Sidewalk Chalk, Corn Hole, Relay races, Limbo, Chicken Dance, Rock-Paper-Scissor Showdown

Butler – Water games, Parachute, Sidewalk Chalk, Box ball, Kickball, Nature Hunt, Relay Races
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School Board
Leon Steury ...........................................................President
Craig Davis ..................................................... Vice President
Sherri Strock ......................................................... Secretary
Kelly Brown ............................................................Member
Phil Carpenter .........................................................Member 
Richard Musser .......................................................Member
Matthew Snyder .....................................................Member

CONTACT US:
DeKalb Eastern Community School District

300 E. Washington Street
Butler, IN 46721

Phone ........................................................(260) 868-2125
Fax ........................................................... (260) 868-2562
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DeKalb County Eastern Community School District
Administration Office
300 E. Washington St.
Butler, IN 46721
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Our Website

www.dekalbeastern.com

Our APP

NORTHEASTERN CENTER DEKALB COUNTY EASTERN
COMMUNITY SCHOOL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SAP)

Northeastern Center provides two free counseling 
sessions to all students and staff of the DeKalb Eastern 
School District.

• To participate in the School Assistance program you 
do not have to be a client of Northeastern Center.

• There is no deductible, co-pay or preauthorization 
required to access the free sessions.

• It takes just a single phone call to set up an appointment.
• Sessions may be completed at your local 

Northeastern Center office or at your school.
• Services are performed by a master level 

therapist and are confidential and private.
• Initial counseling session will be scheduled within 

five working days.
To schedule a free appointment

or for more information
Call (260) 925-2453, 8:00 am—5:00 pm*

*After school and evening appointments available

MEET WITH OUR NORTHEASTERN CENTER 
IN-HOUSE CASEWORKER:

DeKalb County Eastern School District has continued 
the partnership with the Northeastern Center to allow 
students to have access to an in-house mental health 
caseworker. Students from all 3 schools can receive support 
for anxiety and depression as well as learn coping strategies 
and techniques without the barriers of cost, transportation 
and scheduling. The program is also available to support 
parents. Any staff member can refer a student or parent to 
the program by reaching out to the Guidance Department 
or the principal at each school. Please contact your school 
for more detailed information and guidance.

BOWEN CENTER PROGRAM
The Bowen Center offers a program that is specific 

to employees and students. Visit the following websites 
to learn more about your FREE Bowen Center session:

The Bowen Student Assistance Program (SAP)
bowencenter.org/student-assistance

The Bowen Employee Assistance Program (EAP)
bowencenter.org/employee-assistance

District Mental Health and Wellness Support
DeKalb County Eastern wants to ensure students and their families have the tools they need to support various 

mental health issues. This is why there are three different options for Mental Health and Wellness Support. Some 
common mental health and wellness concerns include, but are not limited to, the following:

EHS PROM COURT 2021

• Depression
• Anxiety
• Family Relationship Problems

• Social Interaction Problems
• School/Work Problems
• Self-Harm

• Trauma
• Eating Disorders
• Substance Use

District Bus Drivers Needed
Dekalb Eastern is training and hiring bus drivers. We will help interested adults through the process of obtaining 

your CDL and Yellow Card to be a licensed bus driver. We are currently in great need of substitute bus drivers (even 
if you are only available one day a week or just one morning a week). There is a $500 signing bonus, as well as the 
potential to earn up to $115 a day being a substitute driver. Please call Riverdale (260-337-5464) if you are interested 
in learning more about this process. 


