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Periodic Events 
Sun 7:30 p.m. Travis ARES net         147.36 MHz + (131.8) 
Sun 8:00 p.m. Travis ARES Packet   145.73 MHz - 
Sun 8:00 p.m. Williamson ARES net  146.64 MHz - (162.2) 
Sun 9:00 p.m. ARO Swapnet   146.94 MHz - 
Sun (After Swapnet) Newsline   146.94 MHz - 
Mon. 7:30 p.m. STX ARES Net   3.873 MHz 
Tues. 7:30 p.m. Hays ARES net     444.150 + (114.8) 
Tues. 8:00 p.m. Bastrop ARES Net  443.750 + (114.8) 
Wed 11:30 a.m. Ham Social Luncheon, Jim’s  146.94 MHz - 
Thu 9:00 p.m. 2m SSB Net   144.250 (USB) 
Thu 11:00 a.m. Lunch, Pokey Joe’s 183&Great Hills 444.1 MHz+ 
Fri 8:00 p.m. 6m SSB Net   50.230(texasvhf.org/) 
Sat 7:00 - 8:30a.m.  Breakfast @ Waterloo Ice House444.1 MHz + 
Sat  9:00 a.m.  Chapter 67 QCWA QSO Net. 3.920 MHz LSB 
Daily 6:30 p.m. Central Texas Traffic Net  147.14MHz+ 
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Keeping Austin Wireless for Over 90 Years! 

  Field Day: The Score 
By Staurt Rohre, K5KVH 
Field Day has many aspects. It takes a long time to get ready, 24 hours to operate it, and almost as long as 
preparation, to solve all the logging issues and figure out an entry score, as yearly they alter the forms, 
change the rules, or local  
happenstance of difficult conditions impedes the logging of all contacts. We know we got 610 contacts into 
the computer, we are still looking for a few more on hard copy. 
 
That is why we have both an electronic and a check log of hard copy using W5SIO QWIK LOG sheets. They 
provide hard copy scratch notes that sometimes log a contact that does not get put into the computer in the 
excitement or weather of the occasion. 
 
This year is was again heat as the big obstacle. Very humid at times, but plain hot and dry in the sun. Many 
thanks to all the workers and operators who made the 24 hours fly by and upped our effort from years past 
and low sunspots. 
The sunspots were not great this year, but we had had a couple within the week of Field Day. That helped it 
seems or ears were tuned better to hear those elusive signals and calls. 
 
Claimed score for contacts and bonus points plus GOTA station contribution and bonuses seems to be at 
least 3044, better than last year. In the 3A W5KA entry, we had 40m 93 contacts for 18 per cent (Not counting 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Ham Radio Exams Results 
The following are the results of the ARRL VE Test Session held on July 10th at Bethany United Methodist Church : 
Technician Class Licenses Processed 
David E. Hamilton, KF5HXS   Matthew C. Higginbotham, KF5HXV 
Harold L. Huffman, Jr., KF5HXU   Randall J. Martinez, KF5HXX 
Mark J. Nulter, KF5HXT    Robert W. Rupe, KF5HXW 
 
Extra Class License Processed 
Christopher G. Salles, KD5RUR 
 
Examiners Participating in this Test Session 
Milt Cram, W8NUE    Howard Glueck, K5ZUA 
Curt Goodson, W4QBU    Larry Gunter, WB5BEK 
Joe Makeever, W5HS    Joe Thiel, N5SMN 
 
Next ARRL VE Test Sessions 
August 7th - AUSTIN SUMMERFEST - ARRL Texas State Convention - Austin Airport Marriott South Hotel 
September 11th - Bethany United Methodist Church, Disciple Bldg. Room 213  
TNX ES 73 DE W5HS 
Joe 
 
7-17-2010 
 
The South Austin W5YI VE team heartily congratulates all of the following people who earned new or up-
graded amateur radio licenses at our July 17th session: 
 
Extra Class –   (none)  
 
General Class – 
 
Brian Davis, KF5HNF 
George E. Hagan KF5HMZ 
John T. Ivers, KF5HAF 
Dennis M. Myhand, KB5VYA 
Lance E. Nelson –new- 
John R. Stratton, KE5ISX 
 
Technician Class  (all new) – 
Clive B. Dawson 
MarcusL. Gitterle 
Alan M. Sisson 
  
Our administering volunteer examiners were:  
 Craig Bean, AC5KW Jim Greenwood, AB5EK 
 Hugh Brown, NT5O Jimmy Mercer, N5WDH 
 Lloyd Goehring, N5TO Warren Rowe, WR1TX 
                                  Gary Popp, AE5JR 
 

Our next two amateur radio exam sessions will start at 2 PM on August 21st 

and September 18th in room 118 of Fleck Hall on the campus of 
St. Edward’s University.  All sessions are walk-in and the exam fee is $14. 

For additional information regarding our amateur radio examination sessions, 
please contact Jim, AB5EK at (512) 327-6184  or by e-mail to 

hamradioexams@hotmail.com or visit our web page at http://texashams.org/w5yi-austin/ 
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Austin Amateur Radio Club, Inc., PO BOX 4739, AUSTIN TX 78765-4739, Web site: http://www.austinhams.org 
 
President   Paul Gilbert KE5ZW    president   austinhams.org 
Vice President    Mike Brumleve KC8VSE 513-850-8585 vice-president   austinhams.org 
Treasurer   Jay Hoffman KA5OST 388-4404 treasurer   austinhams.org 
Secretary   Alan Russell KE5DTR 851-1806  secretary    austinhams.org  
Editor, AARCOVER  Mitch London KD5HCV 326-3096 AARCover   austinhams.org 
Technical (Repeater Contact) Stuart Rohre K5KVH  255-3932 k5kvh    arrl.net 
ARRL Travis Co. Emer. Coord. Don Dudley AC5YK     ac5yk   arrl.net 
TC ARES PIO    Steven PolunskyW5SMP   tcares-pio   gmail.net 
Please contact a club officer, attend a meeting, mail us to join the organization, you can also join or renew online. 
The Austin Amateur Radio Club, Inc. (AARC) has annual membership dues of $20.00 per person or $30.00 per  
family. AARC maintains the following repeaters: 
  
FREQUENCY  AUTOPATCH  USE 
146.780  Yes   General 
146.880  Yes   General 
146.940 107.2 PL Tone No   Most popular, WX, Swapnet & Newsline 
224.800  No    
444.100  No   
146.480/+1.0  No   2m D-Star Repeater [W5KA C] 
1293.200/-20  No   23cm D-Star Repeater[W5KA  A] 
1248.200  No   23cm D-Star DD (data, simplex/reversible) [W5KA  A] 
 
Persons using the repeaters are asked to join the club to help support these valuable resources. To use the autopatch, 
announce your call sign, press * and dial the phone number then release the PTT. When finished, press # to hang up 
the phone. Dial 911 (no * needed) for emergency services. 
 
AARCOVER Information :  ISSN 1067-0262, CODEN AAOVE3. ©Austin Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  
Published monthly by the Austin Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 
Viewpoints expressed in the AARCOVER do not necessarily reflect those  of any club, or of its members, directors, or officers. 
Material quoted from the ARRL Letter is supplied by the American Radio Relay League, Inc. 
Members and other readers are encouraged to submit material for publication. Call Mitch London, if mailed submissions are  
required. Electronic files are encouraged! Submissions may be edited for publication. Deadline is the 20th of the month.  
Material may be used in a later issue. Unless otherwise noted, permission is granted to reprint AARCOVER articles, provided you 
credit the author and the AARCOVER. 
“N0UJR and His Friends” is reprinted with permission by Greg Trook, Trook Enterprises. Cartoons may not be reprinted without 
written permission. For information: http://incolor.inebraska.com/n0ujr. 
“XYL” is printed with permission by Carolyn Canfield, KE5DTS . Cartoons may not be reprinted without written permission. 

For Changes in your ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER or CALL SIGN: 
See Jay Hoffman,  KA5OST (512) 388-4404    ka5ost   arrl.net 

Jay handles all changes for membership information . 
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Summerfest Talk In Help Needed 
Summerfest is right around the corner...  I need a bunch of volunteers to help with Summerfest Talk-in...   
  
I plan on a bunch of one hour shifts starting at 6:00 PM on Friday and going until 9:00 PM (assuming that's when the 
hospitality suite opens/closes)... 
 Then on Saturday morning I'd like to start shifts at 6:00 AM and go until 11:00 AM... 
 These shifts do not have to be done in the parking lot or from the hospitality suite...  You can do them from the comfort 
of your ham shack at home...  All it takes is knowledge of the area and the ability to keep the flow of information going to 
those that are trying to find where the site is... 
 I'll take the Friday 3:00 - 6:00 PM shift and the Saturday 6:00 - 7:00 AM shift... 
 I ask that each volunteer review Yahoo and Google maps and if you can drive the area to get a feel for all the construc-
tion that is going on...  I drive the Ben White / IH-35 interchange everyday and I'm amazed how much work is going on to 
build the new over passes... 
  
To keep the chatter down on all of the Yahoogroups please reply straight to me... 
 73 Dallas, KD4HNX  
mylastname    yahoo.com 
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Over  the WWWaves. 
 A Collection of Various Websites sent in your friendly neighborhood hams… 
 
http://www.tsa.gov/travelers/airtravel/assistant/batteries.shtm 
-They prefer batteries to be in the cabin, i.e. in your carry on luggage. Lithium ion batteries are ok, but 
checked lithium industrial batteries are banned from flights. 
-Stuart Rohre, K5KVH 
 
A non-ham friend sent this link info to me today. He knew I was interested in emergency communications.  
http://news.cnet.com/8301-17938_105-20010308-1.html 
This long-time series of podcasts is billed as "Two amateur radio experimenters discuss workbench radio pro-
jects." It has made it into the AARCOVER before, but this is just a note for new readers and  
those who might have dropped by the wayside. The series has continued since one of the two originators 
passed away some time back. If you like to build/innovate or even think of doing same, you owe it to yourself 
to sample at least one or two of these: 
Here's the home page: 
http://www.soldersmoke.com/ 
and here's the Real Simple Syndication link: 
http://www.soldersmoke.com/soldersmoke.rss 
Rick Herndon, K5FNI 
 
http://www.geoplatform.gov/gulfresponse/ 
This is a great interactive map. It is the only place I have found with the exact location of the Deepwater Hori-
zon platform. 
Jay Hoffman, KA5OST 
 
http://plymouthcolony.net/starcity/radios/pages/unispkr.html 
This information is for servicing ancient tube receivers, so anyone not having to do that, skip this piece. The 
two devices in the link will help you service radios with electromagnet speakers. Those are NOT at all com-
mon after the 1940's, so don't rush into building these unless you work on that era radios. 
Rick Herndon, K5FNI 

GOTA, which added 116 on 40m! That resulted in a 40m total of 209. That brings 40m to 34.26%. 20m 282 
contacts 57%. 15m 108 contacts 21% (going 3A was worth it!) 10m 11 contacts 2% 
 
GOTA K5LBJ had on 40m 112 contacts and 4 contacts on CW! (A first) Lack of overnight operators again cut 
into what could be done on 75m, and thus it was not a contributor this year, when one 75m regular had to 
leave early. 
Peter Jordahl, K5GM, had top contact honors of 104 on CW. Keita Bryce, KE5VYA had the top number of 
contacts in the under 18 youth section of the GOTA station with 40 contacts. Erin Gordon, KF5BFM, had 20. 
8 persons had QSO numbers in double digits on W5KA, and 5 in doubles on the GOTA K5LBJ effort. 
 
The CW station did 176 QSOs among several bands, after losing a computer port that prevented any RTTY 
activity. Thanks Lew W5IFQ, for two antennas, and HF multi mode Captain's duty as well as sending all our 
messages. 
 
The 20m phone station did 160 QSOs, really pushing CW's record Thanks Bob Morgan WB5AOH for set up, 
teardown of the HF vertical ground plane, NVIS antennas, and the mobile NVIS loop demonstration. 
 
The combined 10 and 15m phone station did 158 contacts, a superb effort by an all new set up crew. Thanks 
to Jerry Self for Captain's duty and a rig at the last minute. Thanks for getting rigs from Jeff Schmidt N5MNW 
and thanks to Jeff and Lori who were in our thoughts when they could not be at Field Day. 

(Continued from page 1) Field Day 

(Continued on page 7) 
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FCC: Vanity Call Sign Fees 
To Decrease August 17th 
On July 19, the FCC announced via the Federal Register that the cost of a 10-year Amateur Radio vanity call 
sign will decrease 10 cents, from $13.40 to $13.30. The new fees take effect 30 days after publication, mak-
ing August 17, 2010, the first day the new fee is in effect. In FY2010, the FCC  
anticipates granting 14,800 vanity call signs, bringing in $196,840 from the vanity call sign program. Earlier 
this year, the FCC released a Notice of Proposed Rule Making and Order (NPRM), seeking to lower the fee 
for Amateur Radio vanity call signs. The notice in the July 19, 2010 edition of the Federal Register -- entitled 
"Assessment and Collection of Regulatory Fees for Fiscal Year 2010; Final Rule" -- includes all FCC regula-
tory fees; these fees are expected to recover a total of $336,712,213 during FY2010, encompassing all the 
Services the FCC regulates. The FCC is  
authorized by the Communications Act of 1934, As Amended, to collect vanity call sign fees to  
recover the costs associated with that program. The vanity call sign regulatory fee is payable not only when 
applying for a new vanity call sign, but also upon renewing a vanity call sign for a new  
10-year term. 

Thanks to all Captains, Public Info Officer Polunsky, Cooks led by Joe Fisher, K5EJL, antenna helpers, Paul 
Kinney for the donated Water, and many other services to the Moby Dick antennas, the 15m/ 10m station  
antennas, and being everywhere needed. Joe Fisher provided the BBQ pit trailer, and a pavilion of shade for 
the cooks to work under this year. 
 
Thanks to all the operators, loggers, GOTA coach Ronny Risinger (all 24 hours), and visitors and guest  
operators especially for those first time operators. 
 
Mike Brumleve, KC8VSE,. for liaison to Austin Energy for the Solar Trailer for power, Joe Canfield for Field 
AC distribution, lighting, troubleshooting, monitoring power, and generators and fuel, and for logging laptops 
from ARCHES, Paul Gilbert our President, and Lee Cooper our SCM, ARRL. The Red Cross staff for coming 
out, (we could have had more bonus points if you could count everyone there from a served agency). And for 
providing shelters, for all stations, chairs, all tables, and ice bags. Our on duty Nurse and First Aid  
coordinator, Tami Friedman, KD5RJU, many thanks for treating the results of our encounters with dust and 
heat and providing coolers. Tami also served as part of the FD planning team, and solar power maintenance 
crew. Even the solar trailer must wash up for its best health! 
 
To our TV stars of the Channel 8 feature on Sunday, Ronny Risnger, Lee Cooper, Keita Bryce, Erin Gordon, 
Debra Stinson, we give our thanks, and to Steven Polunsky for setting up the interviews. Also for his work on 
the KUT FM feature interview and inviting elected officials. 
 
Alan and Mitch made up our determined satellite crew, who got a contact but before FD started. Thanks for 
the other tries, we get better each year. 
 
David Rivenburg and Glenn Currie, thanks for the HSMM equipment and networking the logging, and Glenn 
for the loan of his 40 foot mast, set upon "Moby Dick". Jay Hoffman thanks for purchasing, signage, budget, 
Hospitality duties, donation jug, chairs, cooler, and figuring out the ice machine was not keeping bags cold 
enough. (It is now fixed). Reddi Ice for donation of ice bags, and fixing the ice box. 
 
This year, to honor Bill Schmidt, father of Jeff, N5MNW and Lori's Father in Law; we dedicated FD 2010 to 
Bill's Memory. We fondly remember his contributions to Summerfest ham radio events in Austin, and those of 
his wife's musical group at Christmas parties. We are glad this Field Day had many successes in Bill's  
Memory. Twelve antennas were erected, not counting the microwave antennas part of the Mesh Network. 
That was done in record time, working entirely on Saturday morning after 9 AM.. And is a record for AARC 
Field Days. 
 
-Stuart Rohre, K5KVH 

(Continued from page 4) Field Day 
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AARC Meeting Minutes: July 6, 2010 
 
Meeting called to order: 7:03pm by President Paul Gilbert, KE5ZW. 
 
Meeting started with a welcome to all. 
 
We had 39 in attendance, 6 visitors, and 5 new members. No upgrades reported. 
 
Special announcements were made. Bill Schmidt died on July 3rd at his home. Donations in Bill’s memory can 
be made through the website. Bill will be missed by the club. Mike Brumleve’s, KC8VSE, wife was in the  
hospital. Fred Walczyk, KK5JM, died in June. 
 
Minutes: last meeting's minutes approved as written in AARCOVER. 
 
OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Treasurer: Jay Hoffman, KA5OST, reported bank account totals, we got some money, and we spent some 
money, such as some monitors for ARES and Field Day expenses. 
 
Editor: Mitch London, KD5HCV, had paper copies of the newsletter and encouraged everyone to send in  
articles. Also, he demoed (for fun) his “modified” laser pointer. 
 
Tech Committee: the .94 repeater has noise believed to be due to its location; D-Star is installed and on the 
air; if you cannot get D-Star to work, try including an IP address with your registration; there will be a D-Star 
program and other info coming in a few months. 
A discussion followed and ended in the decision for the club to have an open registration policy concerning  
D-Star. 
 
ARES: reminder of ARES meeting on fourth Tuesday. 
 
President: Paul showed off our ARRL Membership Drive Certificate of Appreciation; called for a By-Laws 
committee that will report to the officers in 90 days (volunteers were Stuart Rohre, K5KVH, Pete Jordahl, 
K5GM, and Mitch London); and asked the club to think about creating a Quartermaster & Historian position. 
 
Ham of the Month: everyone who showed up to the AARC Field Day 2010. 
 
Door-prize: Mitch London won 3 rolls of 3M tape (2-electrical, 1-splicing). 
 
Space Weather: Lew Thompson, W5IFQ, had very little to discuss. It’s been quiet. 
 
Old Business: Field Day had 610 contacts, 95 attendees, ~1100 bonus & ~3044 overall points, a great 
showing from the GOTA station, and a visit from News8. More to come. 
 
Items for the good of the club: Austin Summerfest (Aug. 6-7), try to volunteer. Need new Christmas Party 
location. These items, other upcoming events, and scheduled presentations are listed in the AARC Swapnet 
newsletter, at www.austinhams.org, and on the Yahoo user group. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 7:59pm 
 
 
Presentation: A video made by the Texas Department of Transportation called “TxDOT Response to Hurri-
cane Ike”  was shown by Paul Gilbert, KE5ZW. 
 
 



2010 Calendar of  Events 

Upcoming Meetings... 
 
July Aug. Austin Meetings/Happenings   Time  Address 
6 3 AARC Meeting Waterloo Ice House*  7:00 p.m. 8600 Burnet Rd. 
10 14 Austin QRP, Alvin’s Sandwich Shop     11:00 a.m. 12200 Research Blvd. 
20 17 HSMM/Packet SIG at Red Cross   7:00 p.m. 2218 Pershing 
17 21 QCWA IHOP 183 Near Duval   1:00 p.m. 11654 Research Blvd. 
13 10 ATV Club Meeting Mangia’s Pizza  7:00 p.m. 12001 Burnet Rd. 
27 24 ARES Training -CTECC    6:30 p.m. 5010 Old Manor Rd. 
26 23 Travis Co. REACT  Jim’s 183 & Burnet 7:15 p.m. 9091 Research Blvd. 
27 24 Travis County A.R.E.S., ARL Auditorium 7:00 p.m. 10000 Burnet Rd. 
22 26 CERT Meeting CTECC    6:30 p.m. 5010 Old Manor Rd. 
 

*AARC Business Meeting is at Waterloo Ice House Come early and 
grab dinner before the meeting. 

Jul 24 PARC Tailgate sale in Pearland, 
Tx Bailey & Veterans Memorial (CR 99) 
 
Aug 6-7 Austin Summerfest-  
Continuing a Ham Tradition in its 27th 
Year! Austin Marriott South 78744 
www.austinsummerfest.com 
See Pages 6 and 7 For more Information 
 
Oct 2 Belton Ham Expo Hamfest 
http://www.tarc.org/hamexpo/ 

2010 Upcoming Amateur Exams 
   
ARRL VEC- August 7 at Austin Summerfest and 
September 11th 9a.m. at Bethany United Methodist 
Church. Contact Joe Makeever, W5HS (345-0800) or 
Joe Thiel, N5SMN (832-0450) for info. $15 fee. 
 
 
W5YI VEC-August 21st and September 18th  2p.m. 
in room 106, Fleck  Hall, St. Edwards University.  
Contact Jim Greenwood, AB5EK   arrl.net,  
(327-6184) for more info. 
http://texasparadise.com/w5yi-austin   

AARC Meeting Info.  
Waterloo Icehouse 

8600 Burnet Rd. South of 183 
 

Officers Meeting 7 pm  
August 17th -  Waterloo Ice House 
 

Business Meeting 7pm 
August 3rd -  
 

TCARES Meeting Info 
 
We have our regular monthly meeting next Tuesday July 
27, 7:00 PM at ARL (10,000 Burnet Rd at Rutland). 
Jim Russell NQ5L ASEC - will bring our program. Jim 
will show us the Team Austin jump kit and explain how it is 
used. Please join us for an informative session. Perhaps 
you will be invited to join the team. You do not have to be 
a member of any ARES organization to attend this  
meeting. 
 
Also, please help Dallas fill his time slots for Summerfest 
talk-in. If we all help a little, no one will have to do a lot. 
Are you our next EC? 
Don Dudley - AC5YK 
Travis County ARES Emergency Coordinator 


