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Two Amateurs Presumed Dead Russia: Historic and Beautiful;
in Waco Tragedy Friendly People

: By Larry McCalvy, WAYIMO
ol et Radio operalors w oAty 9400 Six Mile Road, Racine WI 53402
compound near Waco, Texas, on April 19.  *Why would anyone want to go to Russia?"
Douglas Wayne Martin, KJ5HK, and Jeffrey 5 the question ofien asked of the McCalvys,
C. Linle, KJ5HJ, were among those listed by  Larry, WASIMO, and Wendy, NIPAC,
the Federal Burcau of Investigation on April  ypon learning that these two hams had just
20 as previously identificd and presumed completed their third visit in as many véars
dead. to the former Soviet Union, i
According 10 Waco area teurs, both Continued on Page 8
Martin and Little passed Novice class exams
in June, 1992, and progressed through Extra : Club Meetings

Class by the end of the year. In December,
Martin told one Waco amateur that he had an  [Austin Repeater Orpanization
HF transceiver and an inverted V antenna for : ok
20 and 15 meters and "could work anywhere,*  Foeets on Tuesday, Tuly 6, 7:30 to 8:30 PM,

although local amateurs had not heard either [t Luby's Cafeteria on North Loop, one
of the two call signs on the air. I‘x west of Burnet Rd. Everyone is

aged to come early and have supper
Just five days before the siege began on
February 28, Martin had attended a club
meeting of the Heart of Texas Amateur Radio
Club. He was a Hanvard-educated lawver.  foi
Jeffrey Little was 32 years old, according to  [p M, at Luby's on North Loop.

FCC records.

Wayne Martin's wife, Sheila Judith Martin,
46, and three of the couple’s children left the
compound before the firee. Two other Martin
children were listed by the FBI as presumed
dead.

-The ARRL Letter, 4/28/93

ill meet on Tuesday, July 20, 7:30 to %:30

poects on Saturday, Fuly 17, 11:30 AM. at
vatts Cafeleria, Hancock Center.

The AARC/OYE R ia published monthly in Austin, Texss
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PO Box 4763, Austin, Texas 78765
Armatewr Radio Club
Operator of Voice Repeaters on 146.28/88Mhz., 146.34/94Mhz., 223.20/224.80 Mhz. and
449.1/444. IMhz.
Packet Digital Repeater 145.01Mhz.
Sponsor of Central Texas Weather Net, ARC Transmitter Hunt and Swapnet

CLUEB OFFICERS

Presideat Phil Steinbach{WB3SUR) 258-3215
Viee President Jeff Schmidt(NSMMNW) 2556733
. Scerctary Paul Parker{N3ZEX)  467-7070
Treasuree Tenia Kinney (KASTXEK) 442-8427
Mewsletter Editor Your name here? EEF T

Minutes from the June 1, 1993 meeting,

The meeting was called to order by President Phil Steinbach [WB3SUR] at 7:30 PM
at Luby's North Loop Cafetena. There were approximately 60 people in
attendance.

Guests and visitors were introduced.

Minutes of the May 4 regular meeting were approved as read.

'g‘geﬁagurgr Tenia Kinney [KASTXK] reported a checking account balance of
156.18.

The engineering committee reported all equipment operating as expected except
the digipeater, which may be back in operation this month.

Activities repored included:

Jon Penner [N5MHI] announced that the packet weather node installed in
northwest Austin is operating. The weather data is available at NSMHI-4 on 146.07
and incoming messages should use NSMHI-5.

The transmitter hunt scheduled for Saturday June 5 was postponed until June 12
because of HamComm,

m
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Jeff Schmidt [NSMNW] announced that Jim Musgrove [KSBKH] will be on the
program at HamComm. His subject will VHF activities.

Complimentary copies of "Y L WORLD" (A magazine for female amateur radio
enthusiasts) were distributed.

Unfinished business:
There was no unfinished busines.
New Business:
\ﬂ_"l"hcrc was no new business.
Meeting adjourned at 7:42 PM,
Submitted by Paul Parker [NSZLX]
Secretary.
Transmitter Hunt
The July Transmitter Hunt is scheduled for July 10, 1993 at 7:00 PM. There will be
three hunts of one hour each. The hunt frequency will be 146.52, with coordination
on 146.94,
Editor Needed
If we are to continue to have a representation in the monthly mailing for the clubs,
we need an editor. The job is not too difficult, but we need someone to do it.
Please contact a club officer or director if you can help.
Next Meeting:
Tuly 6, 1993, 7:30 PM, Luby’s Cafeteria, North Loop.

N
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RUSTIN  SUMMGCREEST

August -8, 1993 Wyndham Southpark Hotel Austin, Texas
4 N
Sure encugh. . . it's that time of year agaln. . . tlme to take a pleasant drive to central
Texas for our perennial Ham Blast — Austin Summerfest!
Austla Amateuwr Radlo Club and Austin Repeater Organlzation once agaln bring yvou the
premlier midsummer Texas Ham Radio gathering-everythlng you've come to expect
from Austia, the place to be on the weekend of August 6 through August 8.
e
As always, we're proud to host the summer meeting of the Texas VIIF-FM Soclety.
Check out the sesslons and rub elbows with eminent Hams including Tom Comstock,
N5STC, West Gulf Division Director at the ARRL South Texas Section Convention—
that's us, too!
* Dealers + Prizes + Amenities
; Prizes galare! Youw're always welcome In our
* Exhibits Duoor prizes. a prereglstmtion hospitality siile. There will be
prize. two [C-21AT s [you must a cash bar plus soft drinks and
* DX Sesclons be present to winl. and of courss munchles oo Friday and
a Grand Prize. the exciting new Saturday nights. and
+ Technical Sessions Kenwood TS5-505. the world s refreshments on Saturdsy and
smallest HF ranceiver. Sunday momings
* License Ezams * Accommodations = Ladies Events
Salurday afternoon and The sumptuous Wyndham Weve planned some wnlque
Sunday maming Sesalona, Southpark Hotel, Convenlon events for the ladles,
rate of 350 per room per night =
wilh Iimdted avatlability. Call the
hotel for registration cut-ofl
date.
Wall-lo-wall goadles! Just the place to lind that gizmo you've been looking for-or
Ewapfest to let someone [ind the one you ro longer need. Swap in carpeted, ar-conditioned
comfont beginning on Fnday night. Here are the rules:
|. Tahles are $8 cach for the whole 2. Well attempt to honor requests 4. Tableis] will be held for you untl
weskend (Friday night through from groups of sellers for adja- 10200 a.m. Saturday.
Sunday aflermoan) or $6.00 for cent tables, U we receive your 5, Sellers can begin setup on Friday
Faturday only [8:00 a.m. thraugh regisirations in the same enve- al 7:00 pom.. running "Ll S:00
500 pomn.| avatlable baoth by lope. REQUESTS FOR TABLES pom. On Saturday. setup and
advance reglsiratlon and at the GROUFED TOSETHER MUST opening at 8:00 a.m. untl 500
door. Tahbes are Wmilted 3 1w a BHE PURCHASED FOR THE pom. On Sunday, setup and
customer - Mest come, irst SAME TIME PERIOD (ALl week- opening at 5100 a.m. and the
served end grouped together ar Salurday swaplest will mun Ul neen,
onlv groupsd together)
3. We'll attempt o notly you il 6. Sellers MUST be registered at the
tables are sold cub convenlisn, J
A
O ——— —a ——ei — e
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. S g A
LT FUMMEREIIT 'vE Advanced Registration

Austino Summerfest, Box 13473, Austin, TX 73711-3473

Name Call
MName Call
Addrass
Clty State Zip
Day Telephons | ___ ) Evening Telephone | ___]
Each oty Total
General AAmISsIon ... e £6.00 e

Per indbvktual. Ineludes all hams and geeass. Admisalen at dooe
will be 5200, Chiklren 17 and under admitied freed

S‘Wapf&st Table Al wreerend (Frday through Sundayl......  $8.00

Zaturday Ondy [8:00 a,m, tuowgh 500 p.m.) $6.00
|LimIE of 3 Labslea La & reglatrand: Aryi come Arsl sccved: Lablkes nelaimed by 10000 3 m, Sacurday
welll b2 peleased, Grouped Lahlcs ok be purehased (o the same dme perind.|

Extra Prize Ticket ..o £1.00 L
Saturday Evening Event........ccooeennn £7.00
Texas VHF-FM Soclety Dues. ... £6.00

TOTAL ACE
Maks check or money order pavable to AUSTIN SUMMERFEST J

Saturday Night Special Event....

Back by popular detmand!? We have a speclal deal at the eountry and western club Danee Across Texas.
Within a mile of the hatel, Dance Across Texas will give us admission Inormally $5.00] and serve us a beef
or chicken Fajita buflet dinner wath tea and praline. There will also be a free house drink before dicnar.
We are invited to stay on for fve muste and dancing altzr dinner, We will have our own reserved seating
area for Austin Summerlest cegistrants. All of this for the low, low price of $7.00. This is an outstanding
bargatn for Austin, Texas [or maybe anywhere]. State law requires attendees to be 18 years or older.

Directions Further Info
The Wyndham Southpark Hotel 13 at 4 140 Gorrernor's Row, on Convention Informatlon:
the Southeast cormner of the Inlemection of Ben White Bouls- Austin Summerfest
vard (TX71 / US250) and Interstate 35 on Lhe south side of BEOD Tallwoed DOr
AusUn. Talk-fn will be on 146 34094 ALISEIF] ™ 73759.
(5121 345-0800.
From I-35, take the Ben White ! From TX71/152%90 Easthound:
714280 Exit and tum sasL Fass under Interslate 35, Follow FOC Exam inforrnaticn:
Travel ane block and luem right remalntng directlons as rom |35 Larmy Cunler. WHSBEK
[south) anto Governor's Roa, faksave}. {51 2|345-TIE |

Tum right ence more Lo hotel.
From TX 71 Westhound: Tum

teft {=outh) enlo Governaer's Row
one block befnre [-33. Turn right
1o hotak,

Convention Hotel Mumbers:
|5120948-2222
[BOO433-2241

I%,
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MOTICE
AllWHF inputs require

1] Odessa d............ 14670~ HE 5 Mz tane

s e v e A I Al UHF nputs require
2] BigSpring................147.04 + 162 2 Hz tone

s e S s - b~ [
3] MNowees..............442.50 + | # In the Odessa
4]  kKent/Balmorhea....... 145,43 - Metropalitan area, use
5] Fr. Scockwon ............. 146.68 - a 162.2 rtone on the
6] Crane.....cccivieenenn 146.80 = VHF input.

7] Muidland ...l 14722 %
8) Habbs .....................146.545
9] Sterling City.............. 146.64 -
10) Dark Canyan............. 147.46 5
11) Soyder..veenn 147,36 +

12) Sweetwater.............147.12 +
13] Andrews ..................146.48 5
14} Bl Paso .................444 .20 + e

REVISED
6/2/93

- For Cnpiés
Send SASE to
WASGMJ

WEST TEXAS G
CONNECTION ‘i
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SOUTHWEST LYNX SYSTEM

The SOUTHWEST LYMX SYSTEM is 8 privately awned
and funded system. It is open to Bmone licensed ta
aperata on these frequencies. Thera are no dues nor

For Eupjas clubs imahed, Wa ask thot you use good cperating
of this Map practices and shars the system with others. Fyou wish
to donote to the upkeep of the system, please send
Send SASE to: your donations to your local SWLS repeater or remote
base rustae,
WHSRMA

4900 Foxbaro

Revised
June 2, 1933

W

A S

-
3
e
.................... an
..................... . i by
..................... L et HILT
.......... g HSWCT
Marble Falls .,............
Midtand [(HUB] ...........
Mlidland . 20 Proposed Sites - Summer 1293
Matrees ... Alping L 146,28 ... s
Motrees .., Brownwood
San Ankonio ... N Garden City ............... 442,90 .. ...+
MOTICE Ft. Stackton .............. 442.80.......+
Al inputs requinre thase Tones: Lamesa .o 442 70, ...
2-Meter - 28.5 wone Scout Ranch ............g42.40 . +
440 = 1622 tone Semingle ....veene. A3 30
e e L s et et
P‘age 7 JHI}F 1993
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Russia...;.Cont'd from Pg. 1)

The people, their culmre, muscums, cathe-
drals, and churches is ihe stock answer most
ofien given in unison. But, the main reason
we find the former Soviet Union 50 appealing
is the people. They are wonderful, friendly,
helpful, basically very honest.

Crr first trip began in March of 1991 as part
of the annual University of Wisconsin History/
Language Depariment adventure. Our two-
week trip was to include Lenigrad and
Moscow in Russia, Tallin, in the Baltic
republic of Estonia, and Thlisi, the capital of
Soviet Georgia, all wonderfully exciting and
beautiful cities,

It was in Tallin, through the efforts of a
Russian television newscaster, that [ met my
first Soviet Radio Amateur, Mal Li
ESIRHW. Mati met me al the entrance of our
hotel, and ook me by local transporiation (the
bus) to the youth cultuse center that housed an
Amateur Radio Club. Mati spoke no English
and 1 spoke no Russian. We communicated
with each other using Ham jargon during the
hour trip,

Al the vouth center, T was introduced to
August Pam, the instructor, technician and
custodian of the radio club station, ESTWW.
Anpust, who spoke fluent English, asked if 1
would care 1o operate the club's homebrewed
station. I jumped at the chance! Two hours
and 14 contacts later, 1 removed the headset
and let the 200-watt transmitter and six-
element beam rest. I had a ball! T talked and
August logged. I stll remember the first
contact:  Will, KB5IPQ, in the state of
Louisiana, who answered my CQ while driv-
ing to work, He said that he almost drove off
the road when [ first acknowledged him.

Aupust, Mati and I shared another two hours
before I had to return 1o my hotel, pack, and
depart that cogenial city.

Over the next year and a half, I would receive
periodic lelepl{une calls from Hams around
our country telling me they had talked with

ESIWW and that August asked them 1o
give me a call and say "hi.," It was always
a nice highlight to my day.

In June of 1992, Wendy and I were apgain
bound for Russia, this time (o the Far East
and into Siberia on a iwo-and-a-half day
trip aboard the Trans-Siberian Railway into
Irkutsk and the area of Lake Baikal (sece
photo on pg. ). Lake Baikal is the largest
fresh-water lake in the world one mile

deep, 400 miles long, and 70 miles md.e, i
holds one-fifth of the world's fresh water.
The lake is 24 million years old.  An
in-depth report on Lake Baikal can be
found in the June, 1992 issue of National
Geographic, The water is so clean that a
person can drink it straight out of the lake.

In Irkutsk, Wendy met Alexander Trifonov,
who shared tea with us im his home,
Through his efforts and the Burecau of
Communication in Irkotsk, 1 was able to
meet and visit with Serge Sobolev, UAOSR,
and Leo Arsentiev, UAOSU- the president
and vice-president of the 400-member,
Irkutsk Radic Club. The photo of Serge,
Leo and I on pg. ) was taken at 11 pom, on
July 1 - we were in the land of the midnight
sun,

During our short wisit and subsequent
exchanges of letters, the status of the
Russian Amatewr Radio community was
gleaned Almost everyone operaies a
homebrewed  station - theirs, if lucky
enough to be given or could find the paris
to build one. More ofien, they are members
of and use their club station. Commercial
equipmeni and spare pans are hard to come
by and, if found, they are very expensive.
With the breakup of the Sowviet Union in
March of 1991, all government suppor for
the local radio clibs ceased. For many
Russian Hams now, when equipment dies,
50 does their operating.

I can make only a small ripple in a very

large pond, but 1 want to do something 1o
{Continued on Page 12

Page 8§
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Huck's Country Store
by Huck Huckabee - AASBU

My early experience with high power radio frequency was in the U.S. Armed Forces. In the
early 194{'s, I worked as a Radar Repairman in an Anti-Aircrafi Artillery Unit. My job was
to maintain the Radar unit that directed the long-range Searchlights.

That caﬂ%hﬁadar unit operated on 205 MHz with an average power supply load of 15-KV @
1 amp. main power bang was in excess of 400,000 watts! The antcnna was a group of
dipoles numbering about 50, each about 27 inches long, as [ recall. The Radar Unit had three
operators who sat just behind the antenna. Their operating position rotated and tilied as did
the antenna. They had fixed telescopes to observe the position of the searchlight beam
relative 10 the antenna. This was the most miserable job in the Armed Forces in cold and
rain.

Somehow public opinion believed that Radar Operators became sterile from Radio Frequency
ffm However, the number of men who fathered families in that time period proved the

1o be in error.

In cold weather we would point the antenna down to the ground level and stand out front to
warm our body; even hold our hands near the antenna dipoles for a quick shot of warmth,

We always had fun pointing the antenna to a group of soldicrs in close order deill. The chain
and ID 1ags we wore were approximately a 142 wave long from the back of the neck to near
the belt line. A quick zap and everyome would be scralching from slight tarns from the ID
chain and tags. At a later date Post Commander got pretty rough with the Radar
Operators. 1t was reported that we used him as a target at every opportunity!

A few weeks ago I overheard a conversation about Radar hurting people; two wete talking.
Onc said, "It {Radar) burt me 60", and the other said he was hunl over 2 hundred; and had
heard of 2 man hurt over 2001 I conld not refrain from asking what was the Radar, and what
is that 200 hurt number. He explained that it was Police Radar on North US-183 Highway
and the fine was $200 dollars!

My e:lperwuca with Radar and its High Encrgy Radio Frequency may get me vet; however,
illfata ow process because its been over a century since [ warmed my in front of
antenna.

On the other hand, don't underestimate what this modern Police Radar can do to you! Old
Huck would encourage evervone to stay away from that RF: | may not hurt you, but it sure
doesn't help you; or your pocketbook!

de Old Huck - AASBU

Page 9 July 1993
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AUSTIN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MEETING

Jim Meely, WASLHS, President brought the mmeting to order on June 8, 1993, at 7:30 pm at
Luby's cafeteria on North Loop.

VISITORS: There were no visitors or infrequent attendees.

MINUTES: The minutes of the May 11, 1993, meeting were approved as printed in the
AARC/OVER. :

OFFICER REPORTS: Dave Marschall, KG3ND, Treasurer, reported that the checking
account balance was $4166.52 and the postal account balance was still $209.79. Due to the
absence of the Technical Committee Chairman, there was no report on the status of the club’s
146,78 MHZ repeater. Steve Sparks, KBSRSY, Activity Manager deferred his report until the
program portion which was dedicated to the 1993 Field Day.

NEW MEMBERS: None.

OLD BUSINESS: Rick Herndon, K5FNI, a committee of one appointed to expand the sound
system reported that he located an amplifier at a pawn shop.

NEW BUSINESS: President Neely announced that the committee to select the best article in
the newsletter in the past year awarded the honor to Gene Preston, K5GP, for technical
excellence, Miles Abernathy, NSKOB, headed the selection committee. For the second time
in two years it attempted to arrange Vanna White's attendance at the award ceremony. It
failed again, but Gene was presented an autographed photo of Vanna.

Sheryl Farley, NSVBQ, reported on the progress she and Bob Carwell, AASZG, have made
since the last meeting in establishing AUDIBLE ADS which is a 24 hour voice mail buyer
and seller service. Sheryl distributed material which describes the operation of this service.
AUDIBLE ADS can be reached at 512-502-0685 and faxed at 512-502-0458.

" ANNOUNCEMENTS: Joe Makeever, WSEBJ, announced that Summerfest will be August 7,
8, and 9 and it needs vohinteer labor from the two Austin radio clubs. Joe mentioned the
areas of talk-in. registration and flea market as seeking volunteer help. This year the grand
prize will be a KENWOOD T5505 and the winner need not be present; however, the winner
must be present at the time of the drawing to receive either of the two [COM 21AT's that
will be given away.

Pat Mahoney, KBSWN, announced that he knows a widow who has her late husband’s old
telegraph keys. If any collector of old telegraph keys is interested in procuring these items, he
should contact Pat.

Rick Herndon, KSFNI, needs a manual for a IC4AT.

Hal Henagar, WSMDL, announced that QCWA will meet Saturday, June 12, about 11 am at
Luby's On North Loop.

Stuart Rohre, KSKVH, needs a power strip.

Joe Fisher, KSEIL, was recruiting members for ARES. ARES nets meet twice every Sunday.
The first session is at 1830 local time on 146.94 MHZ and the second session is at 2030 local
time on 146.78 MHZ.

Continued on Page 11
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Pete Jordahl, K5GM, needs &8 manual for a
KENWOOD TH28AT.

Jeff Schmidt, NSMNW, needs volunteers for a
ham radio demo at a cub Scout day camp.

President Neely mentioned he had a reccived
a letter which complained of club members
being unfriendly. Jim said we should make
visitors and guests feel welcome, bt that
newcomers should introduce themselves at our
meetings. Alvin Devane, WBSHZ(), a long-
time workhorse on the Central Texas Weather
Net said it was helpful to meet in person the
hams who are checking into the net’s sessions,
Bob, K55IV, decided to introduce himself as
an infrequent attendee,

It was moved and seconded to adjourn. The
motion carried and President Neely adjourned
the meeting at 7:50 pm.

PROGRAM: Again Rod Moag, WONDS, in-
troduced someone who needed po introduc-
tion, Steve Sparks, KBSRSY, the club Activity
Manager. Steve gave a program on Field Day.
This year Field day is June 26 and 27. Sieve
announced that Bill Montgomery, ABSHP, is
captain of the HF staton and Frank,
KBSWOA, is captain of the Nowice-Tech
station. Both stations noed volunteets to
operate and log, Steve said we still need a
beam antenna. Please contact Steve at 512-
252-7791 if you can assist the club at Field
Day in way. Stuart Rohre, KSKVH,
showed a wvideo tape of the club’s participa-
tion in Field Day 1990.

Bespectfully submitted,
John Weber, KFSOY
AARC Secretary

FCC Orders Novice Exami-
nations to Be Given Under]
olunteer Examiner Program

e Foo has placed Novice class examina-
ions under the Volunteer Examineer Coor-
ngtnrpmgmm. z

wﬂhmﬁdﬁclafgmmliwnm
exams, responsibibity - preparation
gl admindstration of Novice exams lie
with the VEC system, “in the interest of]
: C::antf sunplification and efficiency,” the
i said today.

“Commission also will allow recovery
of out-of-pocket costs for coordinating and
ninistering Novice examinations,

be examination elerents required for the
Novice license are already being adminis-
ered in the VEC system bacause they are
rquircmenis for other classcs of]
cur operator licneses.

¢ FOC said that placing Novice cxami-
nations under the VEC systermn would avoid
confusion caused by having two differcnt
5 resalt in fewer errors in exam
administration and in (including
; ll}mng simplification of the FCC Form
610), and improve the availability of)
pverall data on examinglions,

This action, in PR Docket 92-154, was
taken May 3. No effective daie for
implementation was aanounced.

FARRL Bufletin ARLBOST, 5607
Fadper State Smodke Stgnaly - June 1993

et e e e e e e e e —
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Russia...Cont'd from pg. 8)

help our fellow Amateur Radio operators. 1
am trying to do this in two ways. The first is
to setup sister clubs between radio clubs in
Wisconsin and the Irkutsk Radio Club. Sec-
ond, and more important, I am trying to find
used HF gear in working condition, hopefulty
with manuals and spare parts which can be
donated to our Russian neighbors. 1 have
arranged for no cost to us iransporiation to
move donated gear to Europe. | may be able
to fine tune this transportation to deliver
goods into Russia. If you have gear you
would like to donate, or know of a business of
individual who might help in this project, I
can be contacted at my byline above, or call
me at (414) 639-7327.

In March of this year, again in search of
adventure and Ham Radio operators, Wendy
and | departed Chicago's O'Hare on board
Aeroflet  Airlines, bound for St. Petersburg
(Leningrad had returned to its former name),
Moscow, and imlo Uszbekistan 1o visit the
cities of Tashkent and Samarkand. Our first
four nights were spent in private homes in 51,
Petersburg. We ate breakfast and th= the
evening meals with our host families. Our
combined group totalled 62 members, affili-
ated with four University of Wisconsin cam-
puses. The group divided into two scparate
tour groups. There was litlle apprehension the
first night, but 0o borrow stories. As far as [
was able to ascertain, this was one of the
outstanding highlights for the entire combined
group. As I said earlier, the Russian people
are wonderful,

Our gm:g;pent one morming at an elementary
school that specialized in English, visitin
four on-going classes - the first, third, fi
and seventh Forms ). We were treated
to a performance of singing, dancing, short
skits, and one-on-one visiting with the stu-
dents at the end of our visit,

We next flew to Tashkent, the capilal of
Uzbekisian on board a domestic Aeroflot
flight. The difference between it and their

Page 12

international flight is like night and day.

A visit to a Tashkent kindergarten was as
mardng to us as the ele school
visit in St. Pete A polaroid camera
saw a lot of service in both schools.
Classroom and individual performance pic-
fures were given to the students and the
teachers, were very much appreci-
ated, because individual color pictures are
very difficult to obtain in the former Sovict
countries,

Visiting the market places in each of the
citics was also a memorable outing. Fruits,
vegetables, spices, ice cream (it was deli-
cious) and meats were in gbundance, but
costly for local residents,

The Russian currency has had a rough two
years. The exchange rate for one U.S.
dollar in March of 1991 was six roubles. In
June of 1992, our dollar collected 120
roubles. Early November of 1992 found the
exchange rate moved to over 400 to one.
And, during our visit in March of this vear,
exchanges of between 690 and 770 roubles
to the U.S. dollar could be found.

Unfortunately, we made no mew Ham
contacts on the third trip. We had less time,
staying in a private home and delivering
ges for acquaintances to their friends
in 5t Petersburg and Moscow. It is
necessary to ha.nd-dclivcr gifts, and particu-
lari]vwmmey gifts, because things "disappear
in mail."
A fantastic place to visit, Wendy and I are
palnning and looking forward to our next
visit to the countries of the former USSR.
We would like to retum to Irkutsk in the
summer of 1994, Please keep that deadline
in mind if you think you have or can help
obtain equipment that we can extend to our
struggling, but gracious friends across the
seas, both the Atlantic and the Pacific.

73 from Larry, WA9IMO, and Wendy,
N9PAC, ™ "

July 1993
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Dit & Dah Talk Radios

A Repeater QSO

by Tim and Al Megahertzzi

TIM: “Yo Dude! What's new? You're 50
over 9 on my L3-clement yagi. This i Tim,
KhiGABC fior I, Hey, [ can see the repeter
andenng now., The new window in my shack
is grear Hope you can hear me okay, This is
KMSABC fon ID. Orver Ower.”

AL: "Gee, Tim, I didn't realize you were
using such a big antenna. I'll bet you could
work it as well with one milli-Watt and a
rubber duckie. You could also hear me well,
since the repeater’s ransmider, not mine,
determines the signal strength at your end
Gur ahead, Tim.™

TIM: “Bummer .., eleven milli-seconds
on my tme-responss meter, Al ['m prac-
ticing every opportunity [ get, 20 I can
respond within ten milli-seconds of the
epeater”s couresy lone. Oh, almost forgos,
this is KMGABC for ID. Can't waste time,
¥a know. When ya ragehew for a couple of
hours, those seconds add up, Back o you,
AL This is KMEABC, Tim, in Folsom—on
the hill. Cwer.™

AL: "Record time, Tim. Mo one coubd slip
berween us even if they needed (o, Maybe
we ¢in eliminate other potential repeater
users, Another noat thing, Tim, is 10 identify
ar leasy 100 times in ten minutes—make

sure no one forgets who we are, right? Just
‘cause the law requires only one ID in ten
minutes and at the end of a Q50 doesn't
mean we can’t remind ‘em maore often,”

TIM: "A swange thing happened this
moming, AL Same guy managed 1o break in
before [ could put my coffes cup down and
key up. Thar's when T started using a straw!
The guy suggesied my good buddies and [
should mave o a special Frequency cilled a
simplex ... no repeater at alll The nerve, |
was miffed. This repeater is for cveryone.
We have every right © tic it up a5 much as
we wanl Also, [ found a good deal on 2 2-
meter Kilo-Wau amp, [°m certainly not
going 1o waste money on a frequency for
simpkbe people. QSL old man®™

AL: “Maybe you should get a surgical
shunt installed 50 you can mainstream that
codlfes to your brain. Some pecple are self-
righteous, Tim. I agres suggesting a simplex
just because we live only a few blocks apart
iz nervy, But T hear you very well, You don't
need o keep asking whether I copy olay.
I"'m also bright encugh w0 know when if's
mmuy fuerm 00 talke, expecially when the courtesy
Lone Fives me a cue.”

TIwv: “Right on, AL Maybe [ won't by
the amplifier. I could buy an HF rig for

ragchewing with the money and ke that
"Werbal Advanuage” course. And, well,
shucks, maybe 1 will oy the simplex fre-
quency. Oid habits are hard to break, but
hecl, this somy som of 2 *&M@% is ready
for something different in my Life™

AL: "The 'Yerbal Advantage' course
might help. They address gutter-mouthing in
detail, Hey, isn't ham radio grear? Tust think
how many people can hear your every word,
through the miracle of repeaters!™

TIM: “Well, you surz have helped me
Jeam repeater procedures and abowd the we
of simplez frequencics. But now T must
QRT and feed my cat So pleass give your
lavely wife 2 hug for me, par your kids on
the head and give ol Scoay Dog an exira
bone, See ya later, O 73 and let's talk
again at three o'clock ... Fey, that's caly 15
minutes from now, This is KMAABC, aff in
a cloud of dusd™

AL: "Tim, [ can hardly wat for our sked.
Maybe we'll discuss advanced cperatng
wechniques that you could apply to HF as
well a5 VHF. Or how about operatng
coquens in generad? I'm going to stop by
your howse and drop off 3 copy of the ARRL
‘Repeater Operating Practicas.” | hops vou
will pead it and find ir as useful as | did. 73,
KGOXYZ.™
from the Cctober '92 ‘Aiver City ARCS
Newsietter’ (Sacramanto, CA}—N&EYOD
Edrtor fand authar, | suspect—ed. )

ELMER By Rich Regent, K9GDF
SOME PEOPLE ARE CRAZY Jo%ory | WHO HIDE IN W . WELL T'M
THINK AMATEVR | |otp men / ~d || BASEMENTS. A NOT OLD. I

RADIO OFERATORS
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Y I,
— E.dqarlsule Smoke Signasla
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ISSN 1067-0262, CODEN AAOVE3. (o)
Austin Amateur Radio Club, Inc. andfor the

Anstin Amateur Radio Club, Inc, Austin Repeater Organization.
Viewpoints expressed in The AARC/Over
Officers : do not necessarily reflect those of any club

or its members, directors or officers.

Jim Neely, WASHLS, President .............. 4424812 4 E—
g embers are encoura 0 supmIl matern
Rod Moag, WONDS, Vice Pres. ............ 4676825  for publication.. send material to the

Marschall KGSND. Treasurer .. 834-1779  Editor at 4800 Caswell, Austin 78751or by
Dueve Marachall, ROSHD, ¥ packet on the NSPSW BBS - 145.09 MHz.
John Weber, KFSOY, Secretary ............. 280-1082  Submissions maybe edited for format, style
ris and suitability. Deadline for the next issue

Steve Sparks, KBSRSY, Activity Mgr. .. 251-7791 4" 0 14¢h of this month. Late material
will be saved for later months. Permission

The Austin Amatewr Radio Club, Inc., main- g 10 reprint Lales.

tains a repeater with open awtopatch and
emergency power on 146.78 MHz, and an
emergency HF/VHF station at the American
Red Cross Bujldin,g.$ Mf‘mmfglnﬂihm ;Ji'e $6
per calendar year ($10 for a ily). Please .
contact an officer if you would like to j‘ﬂﬂ'l the Jun 26-27... Field Day......cccccocvninnniiniinnn,
club. Come on down to the next meeting! Jul 6. Austin Rptr. Organization meets
Jul 10... Ham exams, %:30 AM, Murchison
Jul 10-11 IARU HF World Championship

Calendar

Commitees and Positions Jul 13, Austin ARC Meeting, Luby's
Ed Golla, K3AHS, Technical .. 2554s1g Jul 17.. QCWA, 1130 AM. Wyatts
: Jul 20... Austin Amateur TV Club, Luby's
Joe Fisher, K5EJL, ARES Coord, ... 9264689 :
Jul 24... South Austin W5YI Exams
Steve Means, NSPSW, AfOver Ed. ........ 452-7240) : e
; Aug 3 Aupgtin Rptr, Organization meets
4800Caswell.. . Austin, TX... T8751 . i
Hal Henegar, WSMDL, P.1LO gi62012  Aug H]'I" Austin 5““‘"‘?'{“‘ 23
EZAT, Vi L8 L 2 EARPLt PR g'f... at Su et
Weekly Events

ARES Net... Sun, 6:30 PM, 14694 MHz
ARES Net... Sun., 8:30 PM, 146,78 MHz
SwapMet, NewsLine... Sun., 9 PM, 146.94
Lunch.. Thurs. @ Holiday House #4
UT. Net.. Thurs, 7 PM, 14521 MHz
QUWA Net... Thurs, 815 PM, 147.18
Breakfast... Sat.,, Simon David Deli
521 Trade/Tech Wet.. Sat., 9 PM, 14521
WeatherMNet... as needed, 146.94 MHz
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Stray Currents

In a letter to the editor, Robert Barron,
KASWSS, has made a very excellent sug-
gestion.

Robert, sometime ago, donated a copy of
"Now You're Talking” to the Austm Public
Library. He writes that after reviewing the
book, they have put it on their computenized
card catalog system. Three branch libraries
have requested copies of the book. If
amyone has an used copy of this book,
Robert would like to get these to the
library.

Here's a source for Doppler direction find-
ing kits. The circuit appears to be based on
the project described in "TRANSMITTER
HUNTING - Radio Direction Finding Sim-
plifiecd” by Moell and Curlee. The kit
comes with 2 printed circuit boards, one for
the display and one for the rest All prrts
are included to build the decoder and the
antenna switching circuitry, but the antenna
parts are not included.

'm told that Doplers have their place in
one's T-hunting arsenal. They are uscful for
locatégf mobile foxes and medium to strong

ical signals. They are not 50 useful for
locating weak horizontal signals, especially
when hunting in areas of strong adjacent
channels.

The kits are avatlable from Mary Mitchell-
N6ZAV at (714} 760-6060. They cost
$99.00 plus $3.00 for shipping.

-via [nternet and NiKOB

To anyone with a Yaesu FT5200 with the
‘wircless' mike option: DO NOT, *RE-
PEAT*, DO NOT leave your radio on,
unattended with this option installed. ... any
49 MHz transmission in its vicinity will be
dutifully tepeated through the radio and
onto the air that is selected on the left
frequency display.

-via fnternet and NSKORB
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