
CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS
 LUCAS COUNTY POET LAUREATE

A program of Lucas County Commissioners in partnership 
with Toledo Lucas County Public Library and The Arts 
Commission.

PROGRAM INTENT
The Lucas County Poet Laureate has the 
opportunity to foster the art of poetry, 
encourage literacy and learning, address central 
issues relating to the humanities and heritage, 
encourage the reading and writing of poetry 
across the county, and foster diversity, equity, 
and inclusion through literary engagement 
throughout the county.

The Lucas County Poet Laureate will be expected 
to undertake one significant project during his, 
her, or their term. This may include a reading or 
writing workshop series, visiting poet programming, 
publication of print or online periodicals, new 
partnerships with schools or community groups, 
or other innovative programming that increases 
access to the reading, writing, and enjoyment of 
poetry. Significant projects will be determined by 
the poet laureate in collaboration with Lucas County 
Commissioners, Toledo Lucas County Public Library 
(TLCPL), and The Arts Commission.

The Lucas County Poet Laureate will also engage 
in a variety of ceremonial duties, including 
public readings and addresses for significant 
community, cultural, and civic development 
events.

NOMINATION GUIDELINES
All Lucas County Poet Laureate Nominees must: 
• Be at least 18 years of age 
• Have been a Lucas County resident for one year 
prior to the nomination deadline 
• Remain a Lucas County resident through the Poet  
Laureate two-year term 
• Provide evidence of achievement in the art of 
poetry, a) including a body of publicly accessible 
works (e.g. print and/or digital publication, audio 
and/or video recording, streaming, and other 
means of publication), b) also including significant 
recognition or awards for contributions to poetry 
• Demonstrate excellence in promoting awareness 
of and engaging the public in enjoyment of poetry 
Be able to reach and serve a county-wide audience 
(in-personal and virtual) 
• Agree to conditions for the term of the 
appointment 
• Demonstrated ability to work independently and 
manage own schedule

TIMELINE
Nominations Open           May 11, 2021
Nomination Deadline         July 01, 2021
Application Deadline         July 15, 2021
Finalist Notification          September 2021
Service Begins           January 2022

HONORARIUM
The Lucas County Poet Laureate is a voluntary 
position that will receive a $5,000 honorarium 
for each year of service ($10,000 total for a two-
year term).

SELECTION PROCESS
The Lucas County Poet Laureate Nomination 
Committee, as seated by the Lucas County 
Commissioners, will include representatives from 
Toledo Lucas County Public Library, The Arts 
Commission, and a former Lucas County Poet 
Laureate. The Committee will review all submitted 
nominations and select at least three (3) and not 
more than five (5) finalists. The Lucas County 
Commissioners will ultimately appoint the Poet 
Laureate. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact Ryan A. Bunch, Director of Community 
Initiatives of the Arts Commission at 419-254-
2787 or rbunch@theartscommission.org.

Nominate Someone Else | http://bit.ly/LCPoetNomNominate Yourself | http://bit.ly/LCPoetApp


