
Info and Tips for Ridesharing 
Cut and paste all or a part of any of these messages. 

 

Why Ridesharing? 

• Ridesharing can be an excellent option for commuters who are not well-served 
by public transit.  

• Ridesharing benefits include: 

o Save money 
o Reduce stress 
o Minimize your carbon emissions 
o Make new friends 
o Extend the life of your vehicle by not driving it so much 

 
Share your commute by ridesharing and experience a more affordable, sustainable, 
and enjoyable way to get to work. 

 

Here are some tips for starting a rideshare: 

• Figure out logistics, including who’s driving and pickup points 
• Set ground rules about music, food or drinks, etc. 
• Determine how to split up costs and a payment method 
• Make a carpool schedule 
• Enjoy the ride! 

 

  

Here are more detailed tips to help get those ridesharing wheels spinning: 

• You don’t have to carpool every day. Start by carpooling one day per week and 
increase from there. Just try it out and adjust as you go. 

• Worried about traveling with a stranger? First step, arrange to meet at a public 
space or a local coffee shop before you agree to a ridesharing arrangement. 

• Don’t commit. Agree to try carpooling once or twice, but make it known you’re not 
quite sure if carpooling’s right for you. Even then, agree that you may wish to break 
it off down the road. It’s okay to be a commitment-phobe. 

• Money matters. It’s up to you. If each person in the carpool takes turns in driving, 
then there’s no need to worry about money. However, some people prefer to drive, 
others prefer to ride, and in that case, each rider should contribute a reasonable 



fare to cover gas, tolls, parking, and wear and tear on the driver’s vehicle. For an 
estimate, look up AAA’s cost to drive. 

• Where do I meet my carpool? That’s up to you. Some people choose to meet at a 
convenient Park and Ride lot, on the street, or even your house. 

• Respect your fellow rider’s wishes. In the morning, some people relish quiet 
time. 

• Be on time. Decide together how long the driver is expected to wait. 
• Establish policies. Music and volume? Food and drinks? For a happy carpool, 

agree on some basic rules up front and be open to trying new ideas. 
• Agree on a chain of communication. If a driver is sick or on vacation, have a 

plan for an alternate driver or commute mode so the other carpoolers are not left 
stranded. 

• Travel safely. Keep the vehicle in good repair. Keep the vehicle clean and safe. 
Don't ruin it for everyone with speeding and reckless maneuvers. 

• Don’t want to be stranded at work? WTA provides Emergency Rides Home to 
Smart Trips participants when unexpected emergencies happen. So be sure to log 
those Smart Trips. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=AAA%E2%80%99s+cost+to+drive&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&client=firefox-b-ab

