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Celebrating Valor:
Trooper MEGAN BOSER
Receives the 2023 MPPOA
Officer of the Year Award
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Call the professionals. Salvador Martinez (763) 600-4105
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Hiway Credit Union® is here to provide the financial services,
resources and support you need at every stage of life. Whether
you're opening your first savings account, financing your
education, getting married, buying your first or next home,
starting or expanding your business, or planning for retirement.
Visit us online or call — we're available 24 /7.
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What does the MSPTA do for its Members?

This is what your $30
per paycheck provides:

* Negotiate the MLEA Contract

* Representation during an Internal Affairs
Investigation

Representation at Critical Incident
Lobbying at the Capitol

Representation in the Grievance Process
Guidance on Worker's Comp Issues
Education in Retirement Planning

The Minnesota Trooper Magazine

* Quarterly District Association Meetings

Hardship fund for members who experience
a unique hardship such as a natural disaster,
illness, or loss of home due to a fire

Membership into the Minnesota Police and
Peace Officers Association including the
Legal Defense Fund

Membership into the National Trooper
Coalition

A voice on the State Patrol Equipment and
Safety Committee
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The Sacrifice of Seven:

BE WORTHY

I n the quiet shadows of heartache, we gather to pay tribute to
the lives that burned bright with courage and dedication—
lives that were cut short in the line of duty. The recent losses
of seven valiant law enforcement officers from Minnesota,
Towa, Wisconsin, and North Dakota have cast a somber veil
over our communities, reminding us of the profound sacrifices
made to keep us safe.

Their names, etched in our hearts forever: Police Officer Kevin
Cram E.O.W 09/13/23, Police Officer Jake Wallin E.O.W.
07/14/23, Deputy Sherift Kaitie Leising E.O.W. 5/6/23,
Deputy Sheriff Josh Owen E.O.W. 04/15/23, Police Officer
Emily Breidenbach E.O.W. 04/08/23, Police Officer Hunter
Scheel E.O.W. 04/08/23, and Police Officer Peter Jerving
E.O.W. 02/07/23. They were more than law enforcement
officers; they were guardians of our safety, protectors of our
peace. As we remember their service and their sacrifice, we

honor the essence of their commitment and the families they
leave behind.

These officers wore their badges not as mere accessories, but
as symbols of their unwavering promise to stand between
danger and the innocent. Their dedication radiated through
their actions, their willingness to confront adversity, and their
resolve to uphold the law and protect the vulnerable.

In the communities they served, their absence leaves an
irreplaceable void. The schools where they imparted safety
lessons to young minds, the neighborhoods they patrolled
with diligence, and the streets they walked with integrity—all

bear the marks of their enduring presence.

Yet, even as we grieve, we draw strength from their legacy.
They remind us that heroism is not confined to tales of fiction
but is lived out daily by those who embrace duty with open
arms. The fallen seven embody the spirit of sacrifice that has
characterized law enforcement throughout history. It is a spirit
that, even in the face of adversity, refuses to falter, to waver.

As we reflect on their lives, let us remember that their
dedication knew no bounds. They stood tall against adversity;
their resolve unshaken by the challenges they faced. They
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served not for recognition, but for the profound satisfaction
of knowing that their actions made their communities safer,
their homes more secure.

Today, we bow our heads in reverence, and our hearts swell
with gratitude. The fallen seven have left an indelible mark on
our collective consciousness—a mark that reminds us of the
true cost of freedom, safety, and security. In their memory, let
us honor their sacrifice by standing together, united against the
darkness that seeks to undermine the very values they upheld.

To the families, friends, and colleagues of these brave officers,
we extend our deepest condolences and unwavering support.
Your loved ones may have left this world, but their legacy lives
on in the lives they touched, the protection they provided,
and the example they set.

As the echoes of their service resonate through time, may their
memory inspire us to stand resolute in the face of adversity,
to cherish the values they defended, and to ensure that their
sacrifice was not in vain. The fallen seven will forever be
remembered as heroes, guardians of justice, and beacons of
light in a world that sometimes seems dim.

Amidst the shifting currents of our times, there arises a solemn
plea—a call to be worthy of the sacrifice made by those who
stand on the front lines of safety. As we reflect on the steadfast
commitment of these men and women who walk the path of
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The Officer Down Memorial Page, Inc.

Police Officer
Jake Wallin

Deputy Sheriff
Kaitie Leising

Police Officer
Emily Ann Breidenbach

honor, let us not merely observe but engage, uplift, and protect.
It's a responsibility that beckons us to reshape a culture that
has veered off course in the past decade, a culture that has
seen a significant rise in violence against our dedicated law
enforcement officers.

In the face of danger, they step forward unwaveringly, to
bridge the gap between chaos and order. Their actions are
a testament to a courage that few of us can fathom, yet one
that we depend upon unquestioningly. It's a pact that binds
us together, a pact that extends beyond rhetoric and demands
our action.

The legacy of these officers isn't confined to a single moment of
tribute; it's etched into the fabric of every law-abiding society.
It's etched into the collective commitment to stand by those
who stand for us. To be worthy of their sacrifices is to truly
understand the magnitude of what they willingly undertake.

As we navigate the complexities of law enforcement's calling,
let us champion change through action, not just words. Let us
advocate for legislation that mirrors the valor they embody—
the laws that embolden the brave and protect the protectors.

But being worthy extends beyond legislative battles; it
involves confronting the darker facets of our society with
an unwavering gaze. Violence, the venom that threatens to
corrode our communities, must be met with unyielding resolve.

Police Officer
Hunter Timothy Scheel

I "-
Deputy Sheriff
Josh Owen

Police Officer
Kevin Cram
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Police Officer
Peter E. C. Jerving

Yes, reform is vital, a pursuit we wholeheartedly embrace,
battling the cycle of recidivism with determination. However,
we must also acknowledge that certain individuals pose a grave
threat to our society, necessitating their prolonged separation
from our communities.

The officers we honor today embarked on their journeys
with an unwavering purpose—to patrol, to protect, and to
preserve public safety. They heeded the call, embracing a duty
that was never confined to a mere occupation. They ventured
into the unknown, embodying the promise that if need be,
they would offer the ultimate sacrifice for the communities

they cherished.

The fallen officers are not simply mourned; they are remembered
through a collective commitment to be worthy of their
courage. Their legacy beckons us, calling us to safeguard our
communities, to stand by our law enforcement officers, and
to ensure that their sacrifices were not in vain. Whether it's
through community programs, mental health resources, or
acknowledging the challenges officers face, we all have a role to
play in creating a safer environment for those who protect and
serve. By being worthy of the sacrifice made by these heroes,
we can ensure their legacy lives on, and that their dedication
to safeguarding our communities is never forgotten.

Mike #88
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Colonel Matt Langer
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BUSY SEASON

f only the title of this article was true! There is no busy

“season” for the State Patrol these days. It truly is busy all
of the time. Just last week, I was explaining the smattering
of projects that are on the desk of our organization. Our
primary mission of traffic safety continues to feel under attack
as we deal with an uptick in fatal crashes, many of which
as a result of particularly ridiculous driving conduct. Our
efforts with education and enforcement make a difference
but it is difficult to overcome human decision-making with
the reliability that we would prefer. The day-to-day work is
important, as are projects like HEAT, Project 20(23), and the
efforts surrounding WE Fest. What would happen on our
roads without the Minnesota State Patrol’s effort?

On top of our primary mission, we have 30 Troopers per day
assigned to assist with State Fair security. To say that our
presence is required at the gates has gone from opinion to
fact in just a few years. We continue to provide high visibility
patrols in the City of Minneapolis and added a week of patrols
around the University of Minnesota campus to increase
safety during move-in week activities. Our Mobile Response
Team continues fairly regular deployments including a large
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Colonel's Message

deployment at the end of August to help close a homeless camp
that had increased rapidly in population and experienced the
death of an individual the afternoon before it was closed. All
of this happens in the midst of centralized in-service training.
We know the staffing stress all of this creates.

My explanation to someone about all that is happening was
two-fold. One, I wanted to express the degree to which the
organization was stretched thin. The amount of work on our
plate is incredible. Two, I wanted to express my pride in the
State Patrol. Time and time again, our people step up and
deliver on the required mission. The breadth, scope, and pace
of missions continues to surpass what we would desire. And
yet, we continue to deliver. Believe me, people notice what
we are capable of and they are thankful for it.

At the same time, everything above can take its toll. I hope
you continue to find time off. Perhaps a long stretch of days
away from work or even an afternoon off to cut the grass with
peace and quiet. Either example, or anything in between, can
serve as restorative breaks in a daily grind. Keep up the good
work knowing you have my full support to tackle what we can
predict, and what we cannot predict. I hope to see you soon! ¢

Realtor

Veteran

507-514-3031
Dani\/feyer@ec[inarea[ty.com
http://www.vadanmn.com
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Commissioner's Corner

CULTURE
AND TRADITIONS

he first Minnesota Trooper magazine I read after becoming

commissioner of the Department of Public Safety (DPS)
was the February 2023 issue. I remember clearly how the
culture and traditions of the Minnesota State Patrol, past
and present, came to life on the pages. As I flipped through
the magazine, I found a great mix of stories about the latest
graduating academy, a throwback memory of the Academy
Class of 1985, and the list and photos of retired troopers, BCA
agents and conservation officers who passed away in 2022.

My career would have overlapped with all but one of those
law enforcement officers who died. It made me feel a bit
nostalgic — and old!

I knew with each page that I read, and — from my experience
over three decades of law enforcement — that you are full of
pride for what you have always done: serve others. It reminded
me of the many who have served admirably, and now those
who carry on the torch of leadership and mentorship for others.
This work, in the end, is not about the “me.” It is about the
«, » . .
we.” There is a greater purpose in what we do.

Commissioner Bob Jacobson

As we work our way through careers in public service, we can
all likely remember at least one person who we looked up to,
who we admired, who we trusted. Those mentors typically
would offer support and give you advice. You also knew that
they would be compassionate, but honest, when you needed
constructive feedback. If you were in a difficult situation,
facing trauma, or even when you needed someone to perhaps
“keep you grounded,” that mentor was invaluable.

We continue facing challenges in our chosen profession. We
knew it would not be easy, but this is the time for those who
are gifted at leading and mentoring to continue serving with
honor and pride. We all need that guidance, support and push
to remember why we are here: To make a difference in the
lives of those we serve.

The pride I feel in leading DPS, and in working with the
State Patrol, continues on unabated. I recently reminded a
team of senior leadership to feel pride in who they are, the
uniform that they don each work day, and the incredible work
that they do for the people of Minnesota. ¢

I am proud of you. Blessings to you all.

spoiZen
= J]'SROCK F
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CLIFF DYNAMIC
FITNESS

Phil Cliff

Owner / Personal Trainer

C:. 507.226.5356
W: cliffdynamicfitness.com
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L. A. AUSPOS

n July 1,1929, L. A. Auspos, badge #8 from Elk  After the second school, Aesop
River, was one of the first officers appointed to  transferred to the Elk River

AT ouysmgs
e e T
i e

the Highway Patrol. Auspos and another appointee,  station. —tirm R
Paul Ryden, badge #4 from Minneapolis, were sent Q STATE o siss

to the Massachusetts State Police training school T}'le following is from the MM":’ET'.:-?.Z
in Boston for three months. Two other appointee- History of d}e Earl Brown o
officers, R. F. Potvin, badge #5, and J. G. Dahl badge Farm, pub.hsh.ed by .the

#3 (both from Minneapolis), were sent to attend Brooklyn Historical Society:

the Pennsylvania State Police training School. They

Earl Brown was returnin i P
brought back the belt buckle we wear today. These four from his cabin at Mille Lac% 0 e ety :.:
. . el 0ffiner,
officers became the instructors for the first Highway . ’
- . . Lake with Mrs. Brown. He 1 erela -y u
Patrol school in Minnesota, which began Jan. 19, pulled into Elk River one | potrem £5 0 1
1930. George J. Kuch, badge #2 from Robbinsdale, . { gy
Ked with Farl B . o the school read morning and saw a crowd 1 NI Lmite e
. Flaakligny
worked with Earl Brown in getting the schoolready . '« = cop 4 0y E,“:,;:"z‘-h
1

for their first class. learned that the bank
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In a Nov. 18 letter to Kuch, Auspos wrote they had just l?een robbed and i ! e e
drove 497 miles the first day and spent the night in the bar‘1d1ts had escaped. i -
Elgin, I1l. They had 80 to 100 miles of bad road on He quickly summoned g

Highway 12. He said if the car held together the next Mike Auspos, one of his
day, they hoped to reach Detroit in time for

the boat to Boston. .
AL APPREHE
STATE OF MINNESOTA, BUREAU OF CRIMINEL T/

STATE CAFITOL BUILDING -

Kuch wrote back to Auspos on Nowv. 26, T ARSI R,
telling him fine progress had been made | Beeond fram — G0t e st folles Dozl wlt:m..r:::-m A
on the training school. It was all cleaned ' R E R v
up, the floors were painted, showers were

installed and a large sign was hanging on the

Disposition ol fa90
-
Rasidence ..;'..ézf.’- 4

front of the building. Kuch also said storm i i o5
windows would be installed the next day, and “ HI Ibp«:mr i
all windows would be cleaned. “Be sure and A e
get up enough courage to let us know how Weight EIE
things are going and what progress is being ?::“ i
made as the Chief is also very worried and Marks amd Sears— Y
cannot be convinced that you fellows haven’t A
both broke your right arms,” Kuch wrote. “I - e Wil AR
have tried hard to keep him from thinking XL fL, Bttifeas g i NS
. . — o - [ CETITUTINS PATE CHARNE | =
that but it seems the only possible way to do AR i l 2
. . » =
it would be receiving a letter from you. C ‘A‘l"* 4 aulCitad fﬁVuM_; el
s i T

Later in the year, these five officers were ~— | P =
promoted to lieutenants and were paid a little
more money than the patrol officers received. = . —
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Highway Patrolmen who lived in Elk River. The two
officers started out in pursuit of the robbers and left
Mrs. Brown sitting on the curb. They had the license
number of the bandit’s car. Finally, they spotted

e & CAar with the license number

e

Lt mreny
ES0TA —

i lrwing arifelen, whisy

L PTY Hatias s figyy
X

: I k

Palissr)

P badotes)

\%

o
Feirel Sfrsner

NSIOM

2 Qe /232

G s
/ E,/;:,'j e .«'.’.]ekf.xqz.r 3
At i
o J..'A"ﬂ.nlff.... ——

Teight -G 2
-

Hair . =
Eyes -

IRPOSITION 08 HENTEXD

Rttt .i'r?. /;?Jf .

Pt T

B Ty

they were given and they gave
chase. The bandits were driving

a powerful car and there was a
wild pursuit, at one point going off
the highway and onto a side road.
Brown’s car was so close behind
that the dust from the bandit’s car
made it impossible for Mike Auspos
to see, and the car leaped a ditch,
tore through a barbwire fence and
careened wildly, but Auspos kept on.
He raced Brown’s big car across the
field and through the wire fence on
the other side, over the ditch and back
onto the road. The chase continued.

When the Patrolmen’s car got within

sight of the bandit’s car, the bank
robbers began shooting. One shot
ripped through Brown’s windshield,
and it developed later that the desperate
men emptied four pistols as they shot
at Brown and Auspos.

As the two cars were speeding across a
bog on a rough road, Brown opened fire
with a rifle. His first shot went through the
rear window and the

second ripped
a huge hole at
the seam of . :
the gas tank. - e g

The bandit’s

car stopped,

and a wounded man staggered towards Brown’s car.
Then, he fell in the road. A woman got out of the car
and ran to the fallen man. The two officers passed
them up and commanded the others to get out of the
bandit’s car. They repeated the order three times and
then shot at the rear of the car. The remaining two
men then surrendered. Earl found out that they had
been waiting with sawed-oft shotguns, and if he and
Auspos had stopped to inspect the wounded man, they
would have been shot. All three men were sentenced
to prison and the bank’s money was recovered.

Auspos was a Sherburne County deputy for eight
years prior to joining the Highway Patrol in 1929.
He was the first motorcycle officer in Sherburne
County. In an article from the Sherburne County Star
newspaper dated Aug. 11,1921, Sherburne County
Sheriff John Bitler said that he has assigned Deputy
Auspos to watch for speeders on the highway. Brown
was the Hennepin County Sherift in 1920 and aided
in getting Sherburne County a motorcycle. He
recruited Auspos when he started to put together the
Highway Patrol. Records show Auspos held badge
#1 for a short time before he was issued badge #8.

Auspos resigned from the Patrol on Jan. 1,1931 at his
own choice. He was the Anoka County Sheriff from
1946 to 1960. He died Dec. 6, 1978. His son Mike
recently retired from the Coon

Rapids Police Department.
Richard C. Smith — Retired

State Patrol Archives
Curator
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37T ANNUAL
TROOPER

GOLF TOURNAMENT

he 37th Trooper/Guest Golf Tournament at Thumper

Pond in Ottertail took place on July 19th and 20th.
The event was once again very well attended. Golfers were
greeted with a course in great condition and two days of
fantastic weather.

ON DAY ONE the low individual round for an active
trooper was won by Joe Setnes (SP 494) with a score of
77.The low round for a retired trooper was won by Brian
Erickson with a score of 81.

ON DAY TWO the team scramble was won by Melanie Cook
(Retired SP 316), Doug Cook, Jeft Reuss, and Mark Greicar.

John Morse - &

maplegrove@dojokarate.com

MAPLE GROYVE. MN

'7163.955.3656

A BIG THANK YOU to Dayle Peterson for hosting this

year’s tournament!

The location of next year’s
tournament will the New Ulm ;
Country Club. The dates of the y
tournament will be Monday
July 22nd - Tuesday July 23rd.
Look for further information
and registration forms in the
next Trooper magazine! ¢

Kenny Dellwo SP 11

Making Rochester safer one driver at a time.

priver's Training 101

www.driverstraining101l.com
e-mail: todd@driverstraining101.com

Phone (507) 269-5312

821 3rd Ave. SE Suite #15
Rochester, MN. 53904

Todd Ingalls
Owner/Instructor
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L/R Senators Jasinski, Howe, and Limmer stopped by to show their support for the State Patrol

A SHOWCASE OF
HERITAGE:

Vintage Patrol Cars Adorn the Capitol
Grounds on May 16th

O n May 16th, the Capitol grounds were awash in Maroon
and Gold, courtesy of the State Patrol and the Minnesota
State Patrol Troopers Association. The occasion drew an
enthusiastic crowd of both Capitol visitors and esteemed
elected representatives. The troopers, standing tall amidst
the historic ambience, not only showcased their antique cars
but also proudly put on display the remarkable skill set and
equipment that form the backbone of their duty to safeguard
the people of Minnesota.

For those fortunate enough to be in attendance, the deep
commitment that these troopers exhibit in their mission became
palpable. Amidst the gleaming vintage cars, it was evident that
the citizens of Minnesota hold a profound appreciation for
the unyielding security, safety, and service that these dedicated
law enforcement officers provide day in and day out. This
event truly highlighted the symbiotic relationship between the | :
troopers and the community they so valiantly serve, painting g : . =
a vivid picture of mutual respect. ¢

P

Representative Tabke stopped by to show his support for the State Patrol
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The MSP Training and Development Staff: THE OATH OF A MINNESOTA STATE TROOPER
Captain Eric Barthel , , ;/oyo/emn@ swear,
Lieutenant Andrew Thelen To support the Constitution of the United
, Lo , States, the Constitution and laws of the State of
Lieutenant Kali Kleinschmidt Minnesota, and that 9 will faithfully and impar-

tially &ﬁ'ycﬁmye the duties of State Patrol Tmoﬁe;ﬂ

em /oye&/ and designated under and pwmanf
Technical Sergeant Rick Harjes to the provisions ofj C’ﬁﬂpfe;ﬂ 2990, and all acts
amen m‘ow thereto,

. To serve the State of Minnesota and the United
Technical Sergeant Troy Morrell States of America onej'@ and faithfully and at
all times fulfill my oath asState Patrol V'IZﬂoo/oeiﬂ;

7o be /aya/ to my supervisors and fellow Troopers
and obiy and enforce the law without fear, favor

Technical Sergeant Jimmy Buggs
Technical Sergeant David Rock

Technical Sergeant Dave Johnston

Technical Sergeant Jason Halvorson

7o 66//7 those in &/m/yer or distress and, zfnecem‘fy
arise, /%y down my life rather than swerve from
Administrative Support, Kathy Craft the path of /u@; and

Academy Aide-de-camp: To conduct myself. af all times in accordance with
the ﬁyﬁeyz‘ myomf standards and never commit

Academy Staff Officer, Station Sergeant Kevin Adrian ”"%7 avt that will ¢e][[90f diseredit on the Minnesota
State Patrol or any member thereof.

All this 9 J'O/emn@ swear to the hest of my know!-
e{ge ond aéi/@, 50 ﬁe//.' me, God,

Administrative Support, Sarah Robinson

Academy Staff Officer, Trooper Steve Jepson

Academy Staff Officer, Trooper Kristie Sue Hathaway

Academy Staff Officer, Trooper Megan Boser
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The 67th Academy of the Minnesota State Patrol

Colonel Matt Langer's message to the graduating class

It is fun to be amongst the first to congratulate you

on your accomplishment today. A ton of hard work,
sweat, perseverance, and commitment have been on
display both at Camp Ripley and with your loved ones
at home, in order to make today possible. In fact,
today is made sweeter only because of all of that hard
work.

Hosting a State Patrol academy is a massive undertak-
ing. The support needed to embark on this necessary
phase of becoming a State Trooper starts at the top.
We have been fortunate to have the support of previ-
ous Governors and now in our fifth year with Gover-
nor Walz. Lieutenant Governor Flanagan, thanks for
your support and for your attendance today. We also
have a long history of bi-partisan support from legisla-
tors at the Capitol. We would not be very successful
without support from the Commissioner’s office at

DPS —thank you Commissioner Jacobson and others.
Within DPS, we get support from human resources,
internal affairs, communications, and financial staff
too. And from the State Patrol, the rubber meets
the road with the staff who give their all to make the
academy successful. To the staff officers, support
staff, and instructors — thank you for another job well
done.

Hosting academies at Camp Ripley actually is part of
a long history for the State Patrol. There is no place
better for us to do what we need to do than Camp
Ripley. We appreciate the working relationship with
Major General Shawn Manke, General Lowell Kruse,
and all of the staff at Camp Ripley.

To the family members who supported a cadet —
thank you. Many of you managed a lot of extra duties
over the past 14 weeks. You were part of a support
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system to help your cadet accomplish their goal. One
of the best parts about graduation is seeing the smiles
of families that are once again reunited with the
badge pinning.

The State Patrol is one big family. That means we
laugh together. We celebrate together. We help each
other. You could not survive the academy without
teamwork. Now you join the larger team and con-
tinue that spirit of helping one another. As a family,
we also grieve together. When the going gets tough,
we turn to each other and lean on each other. The
relationships formed in the academy and the relation-
ships you will form with co-workers will stand the test
of time and any adversity that comes your way.

Just last week | was sitting in a presentation from a
marketing firm vying for State Patrol business to help
with some recruitment initiatives. One of the repre-
sentatives from the firm asked what it is about the
State Patrol that we wished the public knew — but did
not know. Without hesitation, | said it is our people.
We have top-shelf people at the State Patrol. We
work hard to hire the best people we can find. And
then we get to work on making them even better.

October 2023

Through training, opportunity, and holding each other
accountable. You should know that you are entering
an organization full of wonderfully talented and caring
people. People who believe in our mission of traffic
safety and who believe in the State Patrol. Without
our people, we would be nothing at all.

| could pluck a hundred names out of my mind and
start talking about them as one of these top-shelf
people. Each one of them would be mortified at
being selected. Humility is a big part of our founda-
tion as an organization. So | will choose to irritate
someone who has since retired. Perhaps it saves him
a little embarrassment. Surely word will never travel
back to him that | am choosing to speak about him.

Brad Bordwell retired as Captain of our Brainerd
district. He started with the State Patrol in 1995 and
retired last year. Brad had all of the qualities we look
for in a State Trooper. He is remembered for many
positive traits, not the least of which was his work
ethic. He was the kind of State Trooper you hoped
your family would encounter whether they needed
help or perhaps got pulled over by him. Given his




work ethic, there was a pretty good chance of en-
countering him one way or another over his career. If
you were pulled over by Trooper, Lieutenant, or Cap-
tain Bordwell, three things were sure to occur. 1) You
would be informed of the unsafe behavior that lead
to the traffic stop. 2) You would receive a citation. 3)
You would leave that traffic stop with a positive im-
pression of the State Patrol. At the same time, if you
got pulled over for trailer lights that weren’t working,
you’d probably get a warning and then Brad would get
some tools out of his trunk and help find the ground
wire that was loose so the lights would work again.
He was that kind of trooper.

He was also the kind of person that would go home
from work and stop to buy a couple dozen crappie
minnows so he could go fishing with a colleague who
needed some help. The kind of help that could only
be provided by being together and sharing what was
on their mind and heart. The kind of help that in
many parts of our state — Brainerd being one of them
— that fishing can provide.

You could learn a lot from Trooper Bordwell’s experi-
ence, especially sitting on this stage as our newest
graduating class. On his last day of work, | had the
chance to visit with Brad. I'll never forget it because
he was so gracious and humble. Upon reflecting back
on his career, he said he owed everything to the State
Patrol. He said everything he has is because the State
Patrol provided for him and his family. Vacation time,
his house, boat, relationships, paying college tuition
for kids, etc. was all because of his job and that he
loved his job as a State Trooper. It was a remarkable
conversation centered in gratitude.

You are each a long ways away from retirement — and
that is a good thing. | challenge you to think about
how you can do this critical work for our state, with
the work ethic and mindset of someone like Captain
Brad Bordwell.

Your mindset will matter in this career. Getting
through the academy is hard. Very hard. | remem-
ber the thought in 1999 was just about survival. To
get through it. To endure it. Now looking back on it,
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| have an entirely different reflection. It was about
training. It was about the training staff in 1999 hav-
ing complete ownership over the product they were
producing as State Troopers. To ensure every cadet
was trained to the standard that Minnesotans expect
when they think about our State Troopers. You have
just experienced the investment of best-in-class train-
ing to prepare you to be healthy, wise, and successful
State Troopers.

As you embark on this new chapter in your life, keep
our core values alive. Demonstrate them in all that
you do. On-duty and off-duty. They will always keep
you on the good side of whatever comes.

Respect — treat others with respect. Two weeks ago

| attended a symposium on racism in the criminal
justice system. Throughout the day, there was a lot
of really difficult conversation. Throughout the day,
there was also praise for the State Patrol. Three
examples were provided to me. Examples that went
back as far as 10 years. Examples of people who have
experienced exemplary interactions with State Troop-
ers. One of them being life-changing as told through
the eyes of the individual’s mother. The common

theme across these three examples?

Respect. Never underestimate the power of treating
people with respect.

Integrity — tell the truth. That is easy when times

are good. It is more difficult to tell the truth when it
might be unflattering. But, the truth always prevails.
The truth is the signal that will cut through all of the
noise. Integrity cannot be taken from you, it requires
you to give it away. Never give it away.

Courage — act with courage. You have already dem-
onstrated it by signing up for this profession and by
going a step further and saying, “l want to be a State
Trooper” which requires the academy you just com-
pleted. Courage also means standing up for what you
believe in. Never hesitate to raise your hand when
you see something that needs to be addressed. Itis
the expectation of you to be the voice of good in the
world.

Honor — honor those who have gone before us.
Honor them by remembering their sacrifice. Certainly
those who gave the ultimate sacrifice, but also those
who gave so much to improve our agency and de-
velop our standing in communities across Minnesota.

16

MINNESOTA TROOPER  October 2023



We have the tremendous responsibility to carry on
the legacy of one of Minnesota’s finest institutions.
That requires intentional action on our part along
with an aversion to apathy.

Excellence — pay attention to the small stuff. It mat-
ters. Every interaction matters. Wearing your hat,
shining your brass, use of language, and keeping
yourself organized — it all matters. It is who we are.
The public should (and does) demand excellence from
their Minnesota State Patrol. Our job is to deliver on
that demand each and every time. While we are not
perfect, we strive for excellence. Human beings are
never perfect, but it is often easy to spot the human
beings who are driven toward excellence.

Our core values are vital to the State Patrol. They
mean something to us. They are hand in glove with
our mission. You have the opportunity to go out into
the world, to go up and down the highway, and to

make a difference. That difference will be made by

a focus on changing behavior and by living our core
values while doing so.

| often try to work a quote into my commencement
address. This weekend, while meticulously waxing
my wife’s vehicle (maroon, | might add) while listen-
ing to country music, Tim McGraw’s “Humble and
Kind” song struck a chord with me. I’ve heard it many
times, but maybe never listened to all of the lines. Of
course, staying humble and kind is the expectation

of you as a member of the State Patrol. But the line
“Don’t hold a grudge or a chip and here’s why — bit-
terness will keep you from flying” seems appropriate
today. Don’t ever let anything keep you from flying,
including being bitter.

Congratulations on your accomplishment. Welcome
to the family — we are fortunate to have you and | am
thankful to get to work with you toward our goal of
making Minnesota’s roads safer.
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Trooper Issac Stephens' Message

Let me begin by saying on behalf of the 67th Academy
Class, thank you to all of the family, friends, loved ones,
distinguished guests, and partners who have taken
time out of their schedules to be here and to celebrate
with us today. It is because of your support that the

23 of us are able to sit here today and take this next
step in our careers as Minnesota State Troopers. We
are especially honored to have Lt. Governor Flana-
gan, Commissioner Jacobson, leaders from our armed
forces and allied agencies, along with members of the
Minnesota legislature here today. The weight that your
positions place on your schedules is substantial so we
are honored that you chose to spend this time here
with us this morning. And lastly, | would like to person-
ally thank my fellow cadets for electing me to speak
today on their behalf. This is one of the greatest honors
of my life and | am beyond humbled to share this stage
with you all.

On Febuary 12th, 2023 the 23 of us were together

for the first time. It would be days before we could
remember each other’s names, and weeks before we
could pronounce them correctly. But that first Sunday
evening, we all shared at least one thing in common:
we were there to become Minnesota State Troopers.
But this was a title that would have to be earned over
the following 14 weeks.

We were promised from the beginning that we would
be challenged, pushed, and stretched in ways most of
us had never experienced. It was a promise that was
kept. From our chaotic start at 4:30 in the morning of
day one when we were face down in the snow doing
countless pushups and leg raises until we pulled out of
the gates of Camp Ripley for the final time just this past
Friday, we most certainly were pushed physically, men-
tally, and emotionally to our limits. And while some of
the challenges were expected, there were some sur-
prising ones as well. Under the stress of those first few
weeks, simple tasks like counting, putting our pants on
correctly or remembering our left from our right sud-
denly seemed to be insurmountable obstacles to our
success. Some of us even struggled to remember that
our last names are written on the back of our sweat-
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shirts and not the front. But we would slowly learn
to conquer these problems as the weeks progressed,
even going so far as to learn the difference between
“Right Face” and “Forward Face” whether or not we
had our glasses on.

But what we would come to learn over those 14
weeks goes far beyond those things. We learned how
to communicate, how to work together as a team,
and how to step up and lead when moments called
for a leader. The number of people we have to thank
for those lessons is substantial.

Sgt. Buggs, Sgt. Adrian, Trp. Jepson, Trp. Hathaway,
and Trp. Boser: we owe our growth to your constant
vigilance and dedication to our success. While we
thought our weeks and days were long, yours were
longer. You arrived before us, left after us, woke up
earlier, and stayed up later just to ensure that we
had every opportunity to get to this stage today. You
taught us the core values of the State Patrol: respect,
integrity, courage, honor, and excellence, by living
them out in front of us day after day. You taught us
what being a good partner looks like, and we will
strive now to be the kind of partner that you hope
shows up to assist you on a call. While many of us
never thought in those first weeks that gratitude
would one day be our primary feeling towards you

all, the truth is we cannot say “Thank you” enough
for all of your work and mentorship over these last 14
weeks.

We would also like to thank Coach Janna and the rest
of the coaches from the YMCA who gave their time to
us. You taught us that fitness begins in the mind. You
showed us all that if we conquer our minds, we can
push our bodies far past the point we thought pos-
sible. You taught us that comfort is a slow death, and
that the short-term pain of discipline is far favorable
to the long-term pain of neglecting our health.

To our chefs, we want you to know that from day
one you have been a beacon of light that we looked
forward to three times a day. You went above and
beyond to provide us with food that was truly excep-
tional. We were told from the beginning to consider
our food as fuel to keep us going, but for us, every
meal was a moment of hope in the day.

To the numerous instructors who taught us over

the last 14 weeks, we are beyond thankful that you
chose to share your time and experiences with us.
No matter how long the academy seemed at times,
there wasn’t a single class where we weren’t wishing
for more time to learn, practice, or ask just one more
guestion or go down one more rabbit trail. And to all
of the unseen hands that worked in the background

: orye: e Statn of Menesots and (e United Sates of Amerith
pisty el fathiully and, 1 nll times. fuldil] oy oath as State
ol (reeper.
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so that we could focus on our training, thank you.
Your quiet, selfless service helps make the State Patrol
Training Academy the best law enforcement training
in the state, and among the best in the country.
Lastly, but most certainly not least, to my fellow ca-
dets...congratulations! We have finally made it! The
friendships we have built over the last 14 weeks will
last a lifetime, and | am truly grateful to have gone
through this academy with each one of you. As we
take this step into a new chapter together, | want to
leave you with a few final thoughts.

There is a well-known quote from the ancient Roman
poet, Juvanel that in the original Latin goes, “Quis
custodiet ipsos custodus” and it is often translated in
two ways: “Who will watch the watchers?” and “Who
will guard the guardians themselves?” | want to ad-
dress both of these translations because | believe they
offer two unique perspectives and questions that we
should consider moving forward.

The first translation, ‘Who will watch the watchers’

is more commonly used to discuss the issue of who

holds to account the individuals who have been im-
bued with great power or authority. It is a topic that
has been broadly, and at times viciously debated in
our nation over the last decade and especially in the
last three years, but it is a dilemma that is discussed
as far back as Plato’s Republic and beyond. But it is a
guestion that is worth remembering as we take the
road. “Who will be watching?”

Who will be watching when you pull over a car on 694
at 7:30 in the morning? Who will be watching when
you stop an impaired driver in the dead of night miles
from any kind of back up? Who will be watching when
you pull in behind a vehicle of a single mother try-
ing to change a tire in the freezing rain? Who will be
watching when the opportunity to “get away” with
something presents itself?

As cadets we are taught the core values of the State
Patrol; respect, integrity, courage, honor, and excel-
lence. Not only do we learn them, but we are shown
the value of buying into them whole-heartedly, and
for good reason, because you do not know who is
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watching. You may never know who is watching when
you make a traffic stop at the worst possible time

for the driver, so you treat every single one of them
with respect, no matter how they treat you. You may
not know who is watching you when you think you
are alone, so we always place our integrity and the
integrity of our agency at the forefront of our actions.
You may not know who is watching when you have

to make a difficult arrest without backup because

you are in rural Minnesota and all other agencies are
understaffed, so you must be courageous and uphold
the law when doing so may cost you more than just a
scuff on your boots. You may not know who is watch-
ing when you sacrifice your own comfort to spare

a single mother from changing a tire in the freezing
rain, so you act with honor... At times there may be no
one watching, and at times the whole world may be

watching. But in that moment, you may never know
who is watching you, the watcher of the roads, high-
ways, and byways of Minnesota. So remember our
core values. Buy into them. Live them. Because those
who do watch, will not quickly forget.

The second translation is the more literal one,
“Who will guard the guardians themselves?” It is a
guestion that we must ask ourselves rather than one
that the world asks of us. Who will guard the guard-
ians? We must guard each other. We as troopers, we
as peace officers, we as Minnesota state officials, and
we as a part of the law enforcement community as a
whole, must guard one another. Please do not misun-
derstand me, | do not mean that we ought to guard
each other by perpetuating a code of silence in order
to cover up mistakes or poor judgment, but rather, we
must guard each other by holding one another to the
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highest standards.

We must guard each other by looking after one
another, by being a voice of reason and calm in a
chaotic scene. Being an ear that listens with kindness
and empathy when the weight of our duty becomes
too much. Being a student of those who have come
before us and a mentor to those who will come after
us. Guard one another by being willing to speak out
against misconduct or declining standards, even when
it seems like yours will be the only voice. Guard one
another by asking questions, and always being willing
to give an honest answer. Just as we hold to our core
values of respect, integrity, courage, honor and excel-
lence in our interactions with the citizens of Minne-
sota whom we serve, hold onto those values in your
dealings with each other, even in the most heated of
disagreements.

In holding to these values as we go through this
career together, we guard one another from lapses

in judgment and from being overwhelmed by the
inevitable build-up of tensions and emotions. We
guard each other from the temptation to take out our
stress and frustrations with the world on each other,
our families, our friends, the communities we serve
and our partners. We guard each other by holding
one another accountable to our core values as MN
State Troopers. We must guard one another so that
we may watch and guard our states roadways and the
citizens who travel upon them to the highest stan-
dard. Class, as we take the roads in FTO and later in
our solo patrols, and throughout the years of service
to come, remember our core values and ask yourself,
who is watching the watchers, and who is guarding
the guardians?

MINNESOTA




Trp. Oscar Aragon-Aquilar SP687

| was born in California but raised in
South Minneapolis for over 20 years.
| worked in the financial field for two
years. | also worked as a delivery driver
for FedEx for over a year. My hobbies
include working out, spending time
with family, and playing sports. | am
assigned to the Minneapolis station.

Minnesota State Patrol's 67th Graduating Class

Trp. James Breeden SP571

| grew up in Nashwauk, MN and graduated
from the Nashwauk-Keewatin High school
in 2003. | attended Hibbing Community
College and graduated in 2005. | was hired
with the Keewatin Police Department in
2005, where | worked until my move to the
Minnesota State Patrol in 2023. | am mar-
ried and have three children. My family and
| enjoy spending time on the water and at
the golf course. We live in Hibbing and | am
currently assigned to the Hibbing station.

Trp. Hunter Dupey SP682
| am originally from Farmington, MN an-
dgraduated high school in 2018. In 2022 |
graduated from Bemidji State University.
While attending college, | worked at the Min-
nesota Juvenile Center as a juvenile correc-
tions officer. In my free time | enjoy being
outdoors, hunting and fishing. | joined the
state patrol through the traditional program
but had no previouslaw enforcement experi-
ence. | am assigned to the Saint Paul station.

Trp. Corey Haddy SP681

| am originally from Outing, MN but graduat-
ed from Anoka High School in 2015. | went to
Dunwoody College thereafter to pursue a de-
gree in Computer Networking Systems. After
college, | moved to Florida for a few years
before moving back to Minnesota. | worked
a couple of different jobs before | found out
about the LETO program. When | am not at
work, | like to play with and train my dog
Kona, workout, and go to different theme
parks with my girlfriend Lizzy. | am cur-
rently assigned to the Minneapalis station.

Trp. Zachary Caldwell SP684

| was born and raised in Minnesota. | grew
upin the Forest Lake / Chisago Lakes area. |
have a bachelor's degree from the University
of Northwestern, St. Paul in Biology. Prior to
joining the State Patrol, | was an EMT in the
north metro. | worked with refugees at Fort
McCoy, WI after the Afghanistan withdrawal.
| am assigned to the Mounds View station.

Trp. Dalton Hoffman SP676
| am originally from Le Center, MN and
graduated high school in 2018. After high
school, | attended college at Gustavus Adol-
phus College in St. Peter, MN. After graduat-
ing high school, | began working at Kerfoot
Canopy Tour outside of Henderson, MN as
a zip line tour guide and worked there for
about five years. | also worked in the Ca-
reer Development office at Gustavus and
graduated college in December of 2021. |
was hired on through the LETO program and
| am assigned to the Mounds View station.
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Trp. Benjamin Huebner SP556

| am originally from Hutchinson, MN, and
now live in Red Wing. | attended college at
Alexandria Technical and Community Col-
lege for Law Enforcement and graduated
with an associate’s degree. | also attended
college at Minnesota State University,
Mankato where | graduated with a Bach-
elor's Degree in Criminal Justice. My hob-
bies include: weightlifting, hunting, and
fishing. | am assigned the Red Wing station.

Trp. Michael Mays SP68

| was born in Saint Paul but have moved
back and forth from St. Paul and St. Louis,
MO over the course of my life. Prior to the
Minnesota State Patrol, | was a police of-
ficer with Minneapolis for over ten years.
Prior to being sworn, | worked as a Minne-
apolis Community Service Officer. | have
six children with my wife. My hobbies in-
clude movies with my family and traveling
to different ice cream shops with my wife.
| am assigned to the Minneapolis station.
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Trp. Nicholas Kirick SP678

| am originally from St. Joseph, MN. |
have a Bachelor's Degree in Animal Sci-
ence from North Dakota State University.
After college, | worked in the landscap-
ing business for nine years before begin-
ning work as a Correctional Officer as the
St. Cloud Prison. | enjoy hanging out with
friends, being outside and working out.
| was hired through the LETO program
and | am assigned to the Hibbing station.

Trp. John Peterson SP691

| am originally from Browerville, MN. | en-
listed in the Air Force, active duty, just af-
ter high school and served as a munitions
system specialist for twenty one and a half
years. | am married to my beautiful wife,
Elaine and proud father of three girls; Sophia,
Penelope, and Talia. | was hired through the
LETO program and give credit to my cousin,
Trooper Isaiah Godding, for pushing me to
apply. | am assigned to the Hibbing station.

Trp. Dylan Kriese SP379

| am from Alexandria, MN currently live
there with my wife. My wife and | en-
joy outdoor activities and spending time
on one of the many lakes in the area. |
started my law enforcement career in
2019 with the Douglas County Sheriff's Of-
fice. | have been a truck driver for the
MN Army National Guard for the last eight
years. | am assigned to the Morris station.

Trp. Casey Roisland SP692

| grew up in Oklee, MN. | worked in customer
service for over ten years befare going back
to college for law enforcement. | worked as
a deputy sheriff for seven years before join-
ing the Minnesota State Patrol. My wife Julie
and | have three kids; Lindsey, Eric and Gavin.
We enjoy camping, kayaking and snowmo-
biling. | am assigned to the Hallock station.



Ay A
Trp. Philip Schiee SP690

| am originally Elkton, MN. | have been married
to my wife Stephanie since 2013. We have two
children, Payton and Layla. We all enjoy spend-
ing time outdoors and traveling together. |
graduated with a Bachelor's Degree in His-
tory with the intent to become a teacher. The
path to be a teacher changed over time as
my interest in the state patrol grew. | had the
privilege of going through the LETO program.
My family is proud to be part of the Minnesota
State Patrol family. We're excited to make
my assigned station in Marshall, MN, home.

Trp. lan Smith SP689

| am originally from Decorah, lowa, but
moved to the Twin Cities for college in
2018. | have a bachelor of arts degree from
Hamline University and completed my skills
program at Hennepin Tech. Previously, |
worked for the Washington County Sheriff's
Office as a Water Patrol Deputy. | am mar-
ried to my wife Gabrielle. Outside of work, |
enjoy spending time with my wife and fam-
ily, fishing, being outdoors, reading, and
playing guitar. I"am assigned to the Roch-
ester station, which is.where we now live.

Trp. Cody Schyma SP688

| am originally from Monticello, MN. |
have been married to my wife, Paige,
since 2021, and we have one son named
Theodore. As a family, we enjoy spend-
ing our free time fishing and trying new
restaurants. Our favorite restaurant is
The Buff, in Big Lake, MN. Before the MN
State Patrol, | worked for Sherburne County
Sheriff's Office for six years. | joined the
state patrol to focus on traffic safety. |
am assigned to the Minneapolis station.

Trp. Issac Stephens SP387

| am originally from Sterling, KS. | moved to
Minnesota in 2017 and currently reside in
St. Paul with my two year old son, Oliver. |
completed my Bachelor's degree in Biblical
and Theological Studies at Oklahoma Wes-
leyan University and attended Tulsa Welding
School shortly afterwards. Prior to joining
the State Patrol, | worked as a welder in the
aerospace industry building engine and ex-
haust parts for a variety of aircraft. | joined
the State Patrol through the LETO program.
| am assigned to the Mounds View station.

Trp. Austin Smith SP529

I'am originally from Norwood Young America,
MN. | now reside in Bemidji, MN. | graduated
High schoolin 2020 and then went to college
where | got my two year degree in electrical
powerline work. | have worked for my dad at
our family owned gas station. | also did land-
scaping for three years before being hired
with the State Patrol through the LETO pro-
gram. | am assigned to the Bemidji station.

Trp. Timothy Vaagenes Jr SP683

| am originally from Circle Pines, MN, but
now live in Pine City. | am married to a MN
State Trooper and we have a son and daugh-
ter. We enjoy spending our free time on our
pontoon, camping and family weekend bar-
beque’s. | have a Bachelor's Degree from
Metropolitan State University with a major
in law enforcement and a minor in crimi-
nal justice. Before joining the state patrol,
| was a correctional officer for eight years
and a sheriff's deputy for nine years. | am
currently assigned to the Hinckley station.
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Trp. Mark Vande Steeg SP680

| 'am originally from Boca Raton, FL. | re-
cently relocated back to Minnesota from
Tampa, FL for the opportunity to join the
MN State Patrol LETO program and be closer
to my family. | have a Bachelor’s Degree in
Business Administration. Prior to joining
the Patrol, | worked in corporate expansion.
| enjoy many outdoor activities when not
at work. | am assigned to the West Metro.
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Trp. Jack Williams SP686

| am originally from Hastings, MN and grad-
uated from high school in 2018. | attended
college at Concordia University in Nebraska.
| was also a member of the men's golf team.
| graduated with my Bachelor's Degree in
Criminal Justice in 2022. | enjoy spending
my free time fishing, golfing, and spending
time at our cabin in Wisconsin in my free
time. | was hired through the LETO program
and | am assigned to the Virginia station.

Trp. Alexander Wright SP573

| am originally from White Bear Lake,
MN. I enjoy hunting, fishing, and golfing. |
graduated from Hill Murray High School. |
obtained a Bachelor's Degree in Business
Administration and Economics from the
University of River Falls in 2021. Before join-
ing the State Patrol, | was an account repre-
sentative for State Farm. The LETO program
opened up applications in 2022, and | was
able to begin my career in law enforce-
ment. | am stationed in the West Metro.



The State Patrol’'s Core Values

RESPECT
INTEGRITY
COURAGE
HONOR
EXCELLENCE

Mission Statement

Protect and serve all people in the state through assistance, education, and en-
forcement; provide support to allied agencies; and provide for the safe, efficient
movement of traffic on Minnesota’s roadways.
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"Every Lift Is Important”

LARRY KUEHN

Office: 507-263-9168
Cell: 612-850-1056

Fax: 507-263-0478

30340 Hwy 56 Blvd
Cannon Falls, MN 55009

callkcs@frontiernet.net

CRANE SERVICE

MIDWEST

Collision Repair and Auto Body Repair You Can Trust

(507) 332-2434 Midwestcollisionfaribault.com
3819 Kenyon Blvd  Faribault, MN 55021

SCHROEDER TRUCKING LLC
CHRISTOPHER SCHROEDER

B 701-739-4927

B 8729 Bloomington Ave
Bloomington MN 55425

B privately Owned, Refrigerated Carrier
Multi State Servicing



mailto:callkcs@frontiernet.net

HELP 'DONUT
BOY' SHATTER A
WORLD RECORD

yler Carach AKA: the Donut Boy has traveled the country thanking Law Enforcement Officers for over half his life.

He has made it his mission to give as many Officers donuts as possible. I first met him in 2016 at Police week in D.C.
where he was feverishly handing out awesome donuts and thanking each of us. I have kept in touch with him and his mom
since then as they travel the country on their mission. He is turning 16 this November and wants to break the current world
record of the largest collection of Police patches. Let’s help him shatter the current world record of 10,050 that has been
held in the UK since 2009.

Patches can be mailed to: Tyler Carach PO BOX 553 Atmore, = More information can be obtained by scanning the QR code

AL 36504 OR relayed to SP333 at ISS by October 21,2023 ~ with your cell phone or on Facebook “Donut Boy attempts

and I will send them all at once. : to break world record”. Questions can be sent to him at
donutpoliceofficer@gmail.com. ¢

Officer Dave Groth (retired Plymouth, MN PD) and T/ Sgt. Wade Erickson,

Photos courtesy of: Sgt. Kyle Toavs (Golden Valley, MN PD),
T/ Sgt. Wade Erickson and spouse Michelle Erickson

Residential & Commercial

Framing

M/ General and remodeling
contractor

Brad Heckenlaible

CONSTRUCTION INC. East Bethel, MN

r Cell: 612-598-5054
CALL 612-598-5054

Fax: 763-413-2520
Mn License # BC449476

* brad@hexconstructioninc.com

QHEHIFM www.hexconstructioninc.com

GERALD GARVICK
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POLIE AND PEACE OFACERS ]'

VALOR:

Trooper Megan Boser Receives the

CELEBRATING

P%I‘T""' o/

2023 MPPOA Officer of the Year Award

midst the resonating applause and camaraderie of the

101st annual convention, a remarkable moment unfurled
on June 10, 2023. Trooper Megan Boser emerged as a shining
embodiment of dedication and courage. In a historic stride,
she secured her place as the first female recipient and the
second trooper ever to be honored with the esteemed MPPOA
(Minnesota Police and Peace Officers Association) Officer
of the Year award, a distinction she richly deserved.

Trooper Boser's achievement resonates beyond the accolade
itself. Her name now echoes alongside those who have
exemplified unparalleled bravery and unwavering commitment
to safeguarding the lives of citizens and fellow officers. Her
journey to this point has been marked by resolute determination
and a steadfast heart, traits that were on full display as she
was bestowed this prestigious recognition.

The honor was presented by none other than Arik Matson,
a previous "Officer of the Year," a poignant passing of the
torch from one exemplar of valor to another. Trooper Boser's
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Department of Public Safety Commissioner Bob Jacobson
and Trooper Megan Boser




resolute dedication to protecting her
comrades and the residents of Minnesota
is a testament to the vital role law
enforcement plays in maintaining the
fabric of our society.

Trooper Boser's valor extends beyond
words; it is woven into the fabric
of her actions. By her unswerving
determination, she not only averted
potential loss of life but also put a
decisive end to a perilous criminal
operation. Her actions were
a testament to the finest
qualities a law enforcement
officer can possess — swift
thinking, dauntless action,
and unwavering devotion
to the safety and welfare

of all.

/

As we stand in admiration
of Trooper Megan Boser's
extraordinary achievement,
we also pause to reflect
on the challenges that law
enforcement officers encounter
daily. The 2023 MPPOA Officer
of The Year Award is not merely
a recognition; it is a resounding
acknowledgment of the sacrifices and
dedication that define the lives of those
who stand guard against danger. ®
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LEGIONVILLE

School Safety Patrol

Training Center

chool safety patrols were first created more than 100 years ago in Minnesota. The idea originated Feb. 21, 1921, with

Sister Carmela of the Cathedral School in St. Paul. That’s when the first patrolmen were stationed at the intersection of
Kellogg Boulevard and Summit Avenue in St. Paul. In 1922, the city of St. Paul made it part of the school system and the
St. Paul Police Department. It was also adopted as a statewide program by the Minnesota Highway Patrol.

In 1935, Earle Brown, the first chief of the Minnesota Highway
Patrol, asked the Minnesota American Legion to help create
a uniform program of training and support. The next year,
the American Legion started a statewide program held at the
Crow Wing County Fairgrounds in Brainerd, with two years
at Camp Ripley, until 1956. The Training Center was staffed
by members of the Minnesota Highway Patrol, qualified
legionnaires and support staff.

In 1948, the Minnesota American Legion set up a committee
to raise funds to construct a permanent training center for
the school patrol. Six years later, in 1954, the Parker family
donated the original 560-acre site on North Long Lake. A later
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addition of land raised the total to 610 acres with 1,500 feet
of shoreline beach. The property contained some buildings,
including a large barn which was converted to an all-purpose
unit of classrooms, office, canteen, first aid room, a large
theatre. A modern dining hall, seven dormitories, and two
cabins for staff have been since been built creating the modern
Legionville School Safety Patrol Training Center.

Each summer, kids between the ages of 8-13 attend Legionville
and are sponsored by an organization in his or her hometown. The
typical patroller is a student entering fourth, fifth, or sixth grade.
The patrollers are selected to represent their school at Legionville
by the school patrol advisor of their school and local personnel.




The State Patrol has been very active in the program focused
on crossing guard patrol, pedestrian safety, bike safety and
internet and cell phone safety. Campers are also taught first aid,
swimming, canoeing and fishing. The State Patrol helicopter
flies in for a presentation for each session, which is one of the
kid’s favorite memories.

The Troopers Association donated $5,000 which was used to
purchase a waterslide, two paddle boats, four paddle boards
and other sports equipment needed for their recreational time.
Thank you to the Troopers Association for the donation and
helping keep the kids entertained in an active way while they
learn how to keep themselves and others safe.

School safety patrols were first created more than 100 years
ago in Minnesota. The idea originated Feb. 21, 1921, with
Sister Carmela of the Cathedral School in
St. Paul. That’s when the first patrolmen
were stationed at the intersection of Kellogg
Boulevard and Summit Avenue in St.
Paul. In 1922, the city of St. Paul made it
part of the school system and the St. Paul
Police Department. It was also adopted
as a statewide program by the Minnesota
Highway Patrol.

In 1935, Earle Brown, the first chief of
the Minnesota Highway Patrol, asked the
Minnesota American Legion to help create
a uniform program of training and support.
The next year, the American Legion started
a statewide program held at the Crow Wing
County Fairgrounds in Brainerd, with two
years at Camp Ripley, until 1956. The
Training Center was staffed by members
of the Minnesota Highway Patrol, qualified
legionnaires and support staff.

Raise Your Sunken Concrete "My feet stand on level ground;

320;241:2720

In 1948, the Minnesota American Legion set up a committee
to raise funds to construct a permanent training center for
the school patrol. Six years later, in 1954, the Parker family
donated the original 560-acre site on North Long Lake. A later
addition of land raised the total to 610 acres with 1,500 feet
of shoreline beach. The property contained some buildings,
including a large barn which was converted to an all-purpose
unit of classrooms, office, canteen, first aid room, a large
theatre. A modern dining hall, seven dormitories, and two
cabins for staff have been since been built creating the modern
Legionville School Safety Patrol Training Center.

Each summer, kids between the ages of 8-13 attend Legionville
and are sponsored by an organization in his or her hometown.
The typical patroller is a student entering fourth, fifth, or sixth

continued on page 35
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in the great assembly | will
praise the LORD."
- Psalm 26:12
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We Specialize In:
Exterior / Interior Commercial / Woodwork
Enamel / Stain Wallpaper / Plaster
Decks / Power Wash

: RFECTION PAlNTERS LLC\
i “OUR NAME SAYS IT,ALL i"’“'_'_‘f,_' 7
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COM’_—'ERCIAL a; RES:DENT’AL PROFtséIONALs

Fully Insured

Free Estimates

»
» Ten Years of Experience
>
>

Use High Grade Sherwin Williams Paint

Whitetail Garage Doors

TERRY & OVERACKER o Install & Repair
Gt UISISFING- e Residential & Commercial
o Free Estimates

Mon-Thu E:00 ta 5:08
Friday B:00 to 4200

Showreem by

502 E Main St, Anoka, Minnesota

(763) 323-8885
Terry@terryoverackerplumbing.com

Dan
763-286-0572
wtgd17@yahoo.com
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grade. The patrollers are selected to represent their school at
Legionville by the school patrol advisor of their school and
local personnel.

The State Patrol has been very active in the program focused

on crossing guard patrol, pedestrian safety, bike safety and

internet and cell phone safety. Campers are also taught first aid,

swimming, canoeing and fishing. The State Patrol helicopter

flies in for a presentation for each session, which is one of the
kid’s favorite memories.
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DAN'S CATERING COMPANY, ],I_L‘J;
FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS '

Our Food is DAN Good!

47882 ¥ylophone Rd Daxier OEHRLEDY
Gani&c::i. MM 56430 Ouner & CCO
Hm?ﬁ;;;ﬁ;?: Facilicy locartion in Dﬁnnmia. MN

Website: www.danscateringoo.com E[":;:k:fl:ﬂ:bil;

Email: danscateringcompany@Trontier.com

The Troopers Association donated $5,000 which was used to
purchase a waterslide, two paddle boats, four paddle boards
and other sports equipment needed for their recreational time.
Thank you to the Troopers Association for the donation and
helping keep the kids entertained in an active way while they
learn how to keep themselves and others safe. ¢

Sergeant Troy Christianson

Proud To Be A Supporter ’
Of The Minnesota State Patrol
Troopers Association
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PLAN

ENCOUNTERS

n June 16 at approximately 1259 hours, RCO Jordan
Weidenhaft (RTMC) fielded a call reporting a small
single engine aircraft had landed on ISTH 35 northbound
near the Culkin rest area. The pilot appeared to be fine with
no need for medical assistance. The aircraft experienced

=S, TRAINS,
AND UNUSUAL

engine failure and the private pilot opted to land the plane
on the interstate. RCO Weidenhaft managed the event and
dispatched all appropriate resources including Trp. Bronson
Wehr (2700).

n behalf of our family,

I want to express a
sincere thank you. Thank
you to everyone who
supported Tammy and I
for 2.5 years while she battled her cancer. Thank you to
everyone who has surrounded our family with love and
support after she passed away on August 18th. She was so
proud to be part of the State Patrol family and member

IN LOVING M
1971-20235

To all current and retired members,

-MORY

of Backing the Blue Line, who knew her as "Mrs.159".

In times like these, words can sometimes be inadequate
for the gratitude we feel from each and everyone of you.
Please know that your generosity will never be forgotten.

Sincerely,

Aaron Churness and family.

?‘-“:-.Ll

YOUR VISION, MY SKILLS

Sean Olson
CGonstruction LLG

(763) 257-6567

MORA, MN 55051

With my expertise, your dreams
will become a reality. Contact
me today to get started.
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Beckman Siding Inc
17946 Nixon Dr Nw

Elk River, MN 55330-4164
Colin Beckman
612 -328-5631

THANK YOU FOR
CONSIDERING LES JONES
ROOFING FOR YOUR
ROOFING NEEDS.

4
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Protect your home with our
expert roofing services!

Your Roof Protects What You
Care About Most. Let Our
Roofing Experts be Your Guide.

Don't wait until it's too late - contact Les Jones
Roofing today to schedule your roofing services
and protect your home for years to come.

CONTACT US

952-800-7601 www.lesjonesroofing.com

Proud To Support
The State Patrol
Trooper Association

MINNESOTA
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BRIAN BOWERS

NAPA AUTO PARTS
CHATFIELD
103 1/2 Division St NW,
Chatfield, MN 55923
Phone: (507) 867-4200

NAPA Auto Parts is your source for quality
automotive parts for your car or truck. Let us
use our knowledge to help you find the right
vehicle battery, brakes, filters, headlights,
wipers and other parts needed to get your job
done. We also stock tools, equipment and many
other items for cars, heavy-duty trucks, boats,
RVs and tractors. Order your parts online, drop
by our location or call us at today. Online orders
are available for in-store or curbside pickup.



http://www.lesjonesroofing.com

WHAT'S NEW

FOR LAW

ENFORCEMENT...

Mark Schneider
LELS General Counsel

To Toke or Not to Toke... That is the Question

P 3

g -!\:'n

ftective August 1,2023, it became legal for individuals 21-years-of-age and older to possess cannabis paraphernalia, 2 ounces
or less of adult use cannabis flower in a public place; and 2 pounds or less of adult use cannabis flower in the individual’s
private residence. See, Minn. Stat. $342.09(9)(1). However, federal law prohibits the possession or use of marijuana as it is
considered a Schedule 1 controlled substance. 27 U.S.C. Section 812. Likewise, the policies of many law enforcement/public
safety agencies prohibit the use of controlled substances; in addition to being under the influence of alcohol or a controlled
substance while on duty. Moreover, those policies usually require an employee to follow the constitution, statutes and rules

of federal and state governments.

As a public safety employee, you
should not use or possess marijuana
notwithstanding the legalization of
marijuana in Minnesota. Violation
of federal law would trigger a
review of the use or possession of
marijuana in violation of an agency’s
or public employer’s applicable
policy. Furthermore, a violation
of federal law would trigger an
investigation to review whether
you violated any applicable law,
statute or rule.

Even attending a party where others

are smoking marijuana could become problematic for licensed
peace officers and other public safety employees in the event
their employer obtains a blood or urine sample to determine
whether the employee has ingested or used various drugs. As
we know, THC remains in a person’s bloodstream for up to
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As we know, THC remains

in a persons bloodstream

for up to 30 days or more.

Even secondhand smoke

from marijuana can trigger
a positive test result.”

30 days or more. Even secondhand
smoke from marijuana can trigger
a positive test result.

If you are involved in a critical
incident, accident or officer involved
shooting, it is standard practice for
the investigating agency to request
a sample of your blood for testing.
Many agency and public employer
policies also require an employee
to provide a sample of their blood/
urine for testing in the event they
are involved in a crash while on duty
or involved in a critical incident.

You should consult with your attorney prior to providing
a blood/urine sample, whether involved in a crash, internal
investigation or officer involved shooting/critical incident, to
determine whether a blood/urine sample should be provided
and the consequences if one is not provided.
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The answer to the question — To Toke or Not to Toke — is
a simple No. Under current policies and federal law, use or
possession of marijuana is prohibited or illegal. Therefore,
should you use or possess marijuana even within the limits
provided by Minnesota law, you may still be subject to an
internal affairs or other investigation.

POST Board Reporting
Obligations of Licensees

On May 30,2023, new POST Board
Rules became effective concerning
conduct that occurs on or after June
1, 2023. One of the new Rules
shortened the time period for a
licensee to report any situation that
would trigger disciplinary action
by the POST Board. Prior to the
change to the rule, a licensee had
ninety (90) days to report to the
board and chief law enforcement
officer any incident which “the
licensee reasonably believes would
constitute grounds for disciplinary
action under any of the board’s regulatory provisions.” Minn. R.
6700.1610, Subp. 2. A licensee is now required to report such
incident or conduct to the board and chief law enforcement
officer (CLEO) within ten (10) days “after learning of the
reportable event.” Minn. R. 6710.1600, Subp. 3. Prior to
the rule change, the POST Board/Complaint Investigation
Committee interpreted the rule that an officer must self-
report the conduct when their agency sustains an internal
affairs complaint or when an officer is arrested or charged
with a criminal act contrary to the Standards of Conduct.

See, Minn. R. 6700.1600.

To complicate matters, the new POST Board Rules were
amended to remove the requirement for a conviction in
order to trigger the self-report obligation or POST Board

discipline. At the same time, the rules broadened the standard

“If you are involved in a
critical incident, accident or
off icer involved shooting,
it is standard practice for
the investigating agency
fo request a sample of your

blood for testing.”

from a conviction to “engage in” prohibited conduct related
to law enforcement authority or other misconduct. As a
result, licensees must report an incident or conduct that the
officer “engaged in” that the officer reasonably believes would
constitute grounds for discipline by the POST Board. See
Summary—New Standards of Conduct for Law Enforcement
Officers, provided by the Board of Peace Officers Standards and
Training. The ambiguity of “engaged
in” and “reasonably believes” have
not been further defined or limited.
Therefore, licensed peace officers
are put in a difficult position in
terms of what to report, when
to report or if they must report
conduct or an incident to the POST
Board. There are many legal and
other implications, including self-
incrimination, due process and other
issues. While it remains somewhat
clear that if an IA complaint is
sustained or a licensed peace officer
is arrested or charged with a criminal
act, the ten (10) day self-reporting
obligation would be triggered at that point. A reporting
obligation exists when the conduct occurs or when the
allegation is made depending on whether the officer reasonably
believed he or she engaged in such prohibited conduct.

As a result, you should consult with your attorney in order
to discuss any incidents you are involved in to determine
whether the reporting obligation to the POST Board has
been triggered and how the notice will be provided to the
POST Board. We are happy to assist you in any way to answer
any questions regarding this process. I understand the POST
Board is reviewing what their expectations are regarding
officer obligations under the new rules. As a result, please
look for future updates. ®

Thank you and stay safe.
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A VISIT WIT
CONRAD URKE
Retired SP 335

O n Saturday September 16, 2023 while attending a funeral in Willmar I had
a conversation with a couple from Benson, MN. They surprised me with
information about their friend Conrad Urke, MSP classmate from the class of
1962. They advised me that Conrad was confined to the Knute Nelson Memory
Care facility, a memory care unit in Alexandria and provided me with the phone
number for Julie Urke, Conrad’s daughter. A conversation with her made it clear I
needed to see Conrad soon.I called Louie Kamrowski in Fergus Falls, another 1962
classmate. We made arrangements to visit Conrad and his daughter the following
Tuesday. It is sad to see what age sometimes does to us but we are grateful for the
92 years Conrad and his family gave to us.

Conrad Urke with his daughter Julie Ukre.

An interesting note about Conrad during the patrol class: Conrad’s wife gave birth to twins, a boy and a girl. When Conrad
asked if he could be excused to go see his family, he was told he could but would not be able to return. Wisely he waited until

Saturday. Ken Kammen SP 18

Pillow by Julie for Conrad, back side of pillow displays Conrad's
military time in Korea and service organizations.

Our Services

Behavioral Health Home Services
Housing Stabilization Services

Metro Care Human Services prg\lid L 3 |I'ITF§_';FH1‘E'|!'] o rnmunirg,' Support Services
variety of high quality mental health Psychotherapy

counseling including intervention, case

FrEEe Relocation Coordination and Transitlonal
management, advocacy, rehabilitative
T # Senvices
services to adults, relocation services, and

Moving Home Minnesota (MHM) assistance. Suboxone
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Louie Kamrowski SP 315, Conrad Urke SP 335,
and Ken Kammen SP 18, all from class of 1962.

QOur Contacts

) 5043 Hudson Rd 8240, Woodbury, MN

infio.intaked@met rocaresevicesmn.com

Week Days: 9 am to 5 pm




8ppa 2 2.1 J FOR FUEL & PROPANE ORDERS.
G— Dm PLeast (ALL ( 218) 338- 4391

211'S OTTER AVE PARKERS PRAIRIE. MN 56361

WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP AUTO SERVICE
HEADQUARTERS PROVIDING TIRES, A

CONVENIENCE STORE, AND GASOLINE
YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP AND DIESEL FUEL

FOR TIRES, GAS, AND DIESEL FUEL SINCE 1955!

BULK FUEL > PROPANE >

TRANSPORT SYSTEMS

Hunkes Transfer deals primarily
in the at-night delivery of auto-
parts in Minnesota, North

Dakota, and South Dakota.
(oD
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th

(952)564-9980
sales@jrgcustomdecks.com
17432 Honeysuckle Avenue

Lakeville, MN 55044

5% discount on qualilying projects 'or all current or former military and law enf'orcement personnel
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