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What does the MSPTA do for its Members?

This is what your $30
per paycheck provides:

* Negotiate the MLEA Contract

Representation during an Internal Affairs
Investigation

Representation at Critical Incident
Lobbying at the Capitol

* Quarterly District Association Meetings

* Hardship fund for members who experience
a unigue hardship such as a natural disaster,
illness, or loss of home due to a fire

Membership into the Minnesota Police and
Peace Officers Association including the
Legal Defense Fund

Representation in the Grievance Process
Guidance on Worker's Comp Issues
Education in Retirement Planning

The Minnesota Trooper Magazine

Membership into the National Trooper
Coalition

A voice on the State Patrol Equipment and
Safety Committee
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Mike LeDoux = MSPTA President

President’s Report
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Unfinished Business

023 al:pnndﬁlndun:can'thrlphlrmﬂnctmﬁrpaﬁr}m

as we prepare for the new year. Like many of my colleagues,
this past week was spent dealing with the snownado that seemed
to consume all corners of the state. The calls for service kept us
all jumping, as Minnesotans went about their business despite
heavy snow and cold temperatures. This workload continued
when we arrived home to find snow filled roofs and driveways
needing attention. Fortunately, we
have received a temporary reprieve
from the snow and temperatures have
returned to double digits, Despite
these challenges, | hope everyone was
able to spend quality time with family
and friends over the holidays.

1 hoped words like COVID and supply chain would somehow
disappear from our daily vocabularies, but they remain. It
appears this will be the new norm much like the words fiu and
inflation. Fﬂrtunit:[‘:.r. we have an amazing ability as a group
to adapt and overcome challenges.

The political ads in November seemed to take over all forms
of media and I suspect most were overjoyed by the end of the
election cycle. We now know the political makeup at both the
state and federal level. The state legislature will commence on
January 3 and must end on May 22. This will be the first time
since the 2013-2014 legiskative session that the DFL will have
a trifects. The Minnesota House will be split 70-64 and the
Senate 34-33. Last year there was tremendous tamover in both
the House and Senate, so 1 encourage our members to reach
out to your elected representatives on the issues important to
you and our profession. Minnesota is in unfamiliar termitory
with an unprecedented 17.6-billion-dollar budget surplus.
Most of my career the legislative session began with the word
dehcit so it will be interesting to see it legislating is equally
as difficult when you have a surplus and a tritecta. We must
remind those that made public safety promises that we now
expect results. 1f not, we will remember their hollow words in
the pext election cycle.
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“We cannot solve our problems with
the same I.Elfnﬁn‘g' toe wsed when we

Last year public safety was front and center ar the legislatune
and any talk of defunding had changed to refunding, Despite
considerable rhetoric, little to nothing was accomplished in
suppart of public safety. This was not for lack of effort on behalf
of the MSPTA and many others. Considerable effort was spent
ar the legislamure educating our elected officials on the issues
important to our membership, In May we had bipartisan suppore
for pattemn sertlement legislation in
the State Government Transpartation
Conference Committee. This
compromise would have amended

created them.”  srapue 43A.17 requiring the use of

: y the salary survey data as described in

Albert Einstein 01, 5 1 ivision 2a to be used to
compare salaries between the studied

agencies and to make appropriate increases to trooper salaries.
It is time to pass this commaonsense legislation to make sure
all state law enforcement officers are compensated fairly, when
compared to their colleagues in the stady group established
by the legiskarure. It is crucial that we recruit and rerain high
caliber candidates as the statewide applicant pool continues
to decline.

Last vear all legislative artempts to address the recruitment and
retenfion issues failed to malee it to the finizh line. These issues
remain and these legislative initiatives need 1o be implemented.
We need to offer financial and educational opportunities o
those thar wish to serve their communities. We need o recruit
first generation cops to expand our traditional applicant pool.
These ms if implemented would remove the financial
hurdles experienced by first generation college students and
their success can inspire others in the community 1o serve and
pursue higher education. In 1969-1970 the federal government
created the Law Enforcement Education Program (LEEF).
This program provided loans and grants to those individuals
pursuing careers in law enforcement. This program offered
necessary financial assistance with attractive forgiveness featanes.
Smudent loan obligations under this program were canceled at
the rate of 25 percent for each year of fullime employment in
law enforcement. The need is now to revisit these programs.



Currently 636 PERA Police and Fire
members are eligible for full retirement
and another 1,679 will become eligible
within the next five years. Currently
46 members of the MSES Stare Patral
Plan are eligible for full retirement and
another 147 will become eligible within
the next five years. Itis not if these 2,500

employees will retire in the next five years
but when. To put this in prospective,
POST Board dara indicates Minnesata
currently has 10,625 licensed officers.
Currently the State Patrol Plan has 937
active members. Those that eriticize law

enforcement recruitment and retention

pradfe s Tiogotal anid bypocabical On New Year's Ev Duiuth set anew December snowfall ecord of 447 inches
Social Security tax exemption will no for the month. The previous record had stood since 1950 at 44.3 inches.
doubt be a topic of conversation once During this same time period troopers statewide responded to 6,324

again this session. 1t remains to be seen crashes and handled 5,610 vehicles off the road.

it this tiox exempption will be implemented

because of the anticipated fiscal cost. Last
year's legislation failed to exclude public
safety pensions and others that don't pay
into social seourity, If implemented this
tax exemption necds to be expanded to
encompass public safety pensions. Last
year a COLA increase of one-half percent
was proposed for our retired members
but failed to be implemented. This
maodest increase was appropriate since
retirees have been frozen ar one percent
since 2014, Social Security recipients by
comparison have received increases of 5.9
percent in 2022 and 8.7 percent in 2023,

‘Thank you for your service and sacrifice
on behalf of all Minnesotans. May the
new vear bless you with good health and

happiness. #
Atibe £58

—

MINMESOTA

=4 Proud To Be A
Sﬂﬂpﬂﬂer LOCATED ON COUNTY ROAD 24

EVENSYILLE MHN

Ml =5
b [ FLT

Dallas Hendrikson

P MINNESOTA TROOPER



Colonel Matt Langer

Colonel's Message

he saying, “Change is the only constant” is a simple but

trug statement. Change 15 all around ws, and it sometimes
comes in waves, While 1 am not sure how many people
can truly say they enjoy change, we are wise to accept the
changes we cannat control vs. letting them gmaw at us, YWhile
change is often associated with loss, change often brings a
lot of opportunity.

One of the constant changes comes with retirements, | have
recently had some great conversations with stellar members
of the organization as they are on the brink of working their
last shift. It always gives me pause when considering the
contributions, experience, and steadiness that comes with
long-term members transitioning into retirement. YY hile
we have backtills and promotions to fill positions, many
people just are not easily replaceable. Becoming an expert
at anything takes dedication, passion, and experience. This
means it takes time.

The election in November brought many changes to that
branch of state government. In addition to a change in

Our Services

inteprated Commur

(ma |} II'-.J-l' 1 IR (17 ] T mmflERsEnhan, case

Hmocation Loo

Managemadnt, JoweCacy, I ghahiitatre

..
LaryiceEd Lo adul s, relacatnn sesrvices

B oey nig k o Minmns

MINMESOTA TROOPER  February 2023

majority for the Senate, there many new legizlators in both
bodies. Those new legislators represent a lot of opportunity
to help them learn about the State Patrol and our mission.
At the same time, we are grateful to have many legislators
(on both sides of the aisle) who we have worked with for
years and will pick up where they left off last session.

Other changes include 26 new Sheriffs across Minnesota,
and of course, a new Commissioner at the Department
of Public Safety tor us. While at the time of writing this
article, we are not sure who the new Coammissioner will be,
| am confident we will continue to have a good working
relationship and the necessary support from that office for
us to contnue our work.

Lastly, the tumn of the calendar represents an opportunity for
change. | hope that whatever resolutions you might have
contemnplated will have some lasting power into the New
Year. Most of all, | hope vou had a good holiday season and
were ahle to spend quality time with friends and family. |
wish you a happy and healthy 2023, *

Our Contacts
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Dana Tompkins

Owner/Operator
612-229-5994
dana@dnaheat.com
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Minnesota Retired

Peace Officers Association

Remembers those retired peace officers we
have lost in 2022

Sid Lawrence Donald Keepers John Rindahl Jack Deuth

January 18, 2022 Age 94 February 01, 2022 Age 90 February 11, 2022 Age 85 February 14, 2022 Age T8
ONR 1963 - 1985 state Patrol 1957 - 1986 State Patrol 1962 - 1992 state Patrol 1970 - 1998
Badge #248 K - 114 Badqge #77 Badge #334 Badge #425

LUNCH - DINNER i

- !f, ! !!t j  763-244-5356

o A
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Charles Berg Kurt Nelson John Edwards Jerry Engelbrecht

February 16, 2022 Age T7 February 28, 2022 Age 64 March 08, 2022 Age T March 18, 2022 Age TT
State Patrod 1970 - 1999 DNR 1999 - 2012 BCA 1977 - 2005 DNR 1972 - 2000
Badge #58 Badge #41 K - 161 Call Sign 1345 Badge #23 K - 300

@; |
Eugene Vincent Donald Faulkner Lowell Skunberg Greg Grose
March 29, 2022 Age 83 April 24, 2022 Age 84 May 09, 2022 Age T May 21, 2022 Age 74
State Patrol 1974 - 1994 State Patrol 1966 - 1990 DNR 1979 - 2002 State Patrol 1971- 1973
Badge #248 Badge #3580 Badge H233 K -152 Badge #431

Fohruory 2177 MINNESOTA TROOPER



Orlan "0die" Dahl Arne Thompson Dominic Di loia Richard Hull

June 28, 20¢7 Age 14 June 28, 20¢¢ Age 6 July 05, 2072 Age B4 June OF, 20¢2 Age 74
State Patrod 1971 - 1998 State Patrol 1969 - 2000 State Patrol 194 - 1993 State Patrol 1971 - 1999
Badge #435 Badge #403 Badge #32 Badge #429

"'"v""
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~
Eiilﬂf Ginder Dennis Olson Walter Kosel Thomas Nuesse

August 31, 2022 Age 84 September 01, 2022 Age 75 september 11, 2022 Age 98 september 16, 2022 Age 87
State Patrol 1961 - 1992 State Patrol 1971 - 2002 State Patrol 1950 - 1983 State Patrol 1961 - 1990
Badge #311 Badge #83 Badge #127 Badge #321

Jim Hinz Sidney Hill Melvin Dahlberg Leslie Ladewig
October 27, 20€2 Age T8 December 03, 2022 Age &7 December 17 2022 Age 92 December 31, 2022 Age 76
DNR 1972 - 1998 State Patrol 1966 - 1991 State Patrol 1955 - 1990 State Patrol 1970 - 2003
Badge #39 K - 510 Badge #1d6 Badge #206 Badge #420
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The makings of a Minnesota Trooper
—then and now—

AEe
Requirement

Tradiubng
Eduseational
Reguiremenis

Examinations

[ Tralming =
Schood

Yearly
Salary Range

1955
Between 23 and 35 vears obd

{age limils warved lor veloransy

High school graduate or eguivalent

1. Writlen test

2 Owal imierview

1. "Rigid character investigation”
I "Rigid™ phyvsical exam

Candsdates receive lood and lodging.

LTI TREF T g
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3. Background ivestigation
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MEUSER, YACKLEY & ROWLAND, P.A.
WORK COMP - PERA - PERSONAL INJURY

INJURED IN THE
LINE OF DUTY?

50+ YEARS
COMBINED EXPERIENCE

exclusivaly in the areas of PERA/MSRES disability,

warkars’ compensation, and personal injury. 1 877 746 5680

carL us For A FREE consuitation www.meuserlaw.com

WORKERS' PERA & MSRS FPERSOMAL INJURY ' HEALTHCARE
COMPENSATION DISABILITY CONTINUATION




Minnesota State Patrol's
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The MSP Training and Development Staff: THE DATH OF A MINNESOTA STATE TROOPER

Captain Eric Barthel  do solemnly swear,
Lieutenant Andrew Thelen To support fhe Consfitufion of the Tnited
; States, the Constitution and laws ? the State of
Lieutenant Karla Bearce Wirmesala, and that 7 will .w'!"ﬁlfrr: and impar-
Technical Serqaant Jimmy Buags fialle ﬂ";}'.-.‘ﬁmﬁf the dulier of State ﬁ!rm'r?"mﬁ- "
J y B a:m,ﬁ{’aﬁm’ aind designated wnder and puraiant
Technical Sergeant Rick Harjes fo fi‘;ifnwirmm of Chapter 2990, and all acts

am .:'i!-:lr_gf therefo;

Technical Sergeant David Rock
To serve the Stafe of Minnesola and the Tinited

Technical Sergeant Troy Morrell Saler .rJI." America mﬁmfﬁ and I.".m‘fﬁfu.'rf and af
all times fulfill iy oalh ar - State Pafrol TZqu’f‘;

To be .I'rcrﬁ.-if fo il H?&EF‘[-'E-’?H and g.efﬂf:w Troopers

Technical Sergeant Jason Halvorson and abéy and enforce the low without fear, favor
ar discrimination as fo class, color, race or creed,

To ﬁs."ﬁ thase in H'I.;?J':Ifffr or dicfress and, .I'Irr nfm'}u'e’ﬁr
AriTe, J'.{i‘ﬁ dlonon 1l life rather than swerve from
Administrative Support, Kathy Craft fhe I,mf raf ;1'::.!_’5;; and

Academy Aide-de-camp: To conduct m IEJ?’ at all Gmes in accordance with

: : the ﬁ?ﬁm’ mioral standards and never commit

Academy Staff Officer, Sergeant Rick Schueler any att that will rf,fru"rﬁef diseredit on the Minnesota
dﬁ."ﬁ' Patrol ar iy member fhereof.

Technical Sergeant Jonathan Wenzel

Administrative Support Senior, Navay Mar

Administrative Support, Sarah Robinson

Academy Staff Officer, Trooper Kristie Sue Hathaway

- All this ?mﬁmnu"ﬁ swear fo fhe best .::lli‘r i JE.'JE'HI'.I{
Academy Staff Officer, Trooper Deanna Wayne E{? o and alil ty, 0 M‘h e il 4

Fetrpnry H23 MINNESGTA TROOPEE
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The 65th Academy of the Minnesota State Patrol

Colone! Mott Langer’s messoge to the groduoting closs

Let me be one of the first to say, Congratulations! |
remember a few weeks ago when | had a chance to
visit with wouw as a class, | drew the “i...When con-
tinuum on the board.” At that time, you were pretty
close to “When" But mow, you are just moments
away from that tiome when *If" s indeed replaced by
“whenl”

State Patrol academies require an amazing amaount
of wark, by a lot of people. Thank you to our stafi
officers for giving up your [ives to pass along your
knowledge and experience to our newest Troop-
ers. Sgt. Rick Schueler, | want to especially thank
yirid for dedicating yourself to this class on the eve

af wour retirement. Theére arne many, many examphes

of Troopers wha you could choose to model yourself

after = 5gt. Schueler is amongst the inest to choose

MMESOTA TROOPER Fefruury JF22

from. In addition to our staff officers, we have excep
tional support staff members, physical fitness trainers,
physical therapists, peer support team members, in-
structors, non-sworn mambers, Chaplain lohn Maorris,
and many others who make the academy experience
wihat it needs to be in order for us to canry on our fine

tradition

Thank you bo Governar Walz, for yvour support, and for
your attendance today. Thank you to Commissioner
lohn Harrington and the Department of Public Safety
employees who work hard to ensure our success, Cur
legislative champiens, some of whom are here today,
have provided considerable and necessary support

for the State Patrol, 'We have a long history of strong,
bi-partisan support for the work we do to make Min
nesata’s roads sater. We also could not be successiul




withowt a long-standing partnership with the Minne-
sota Natienal Guard. Major General Shawn Manke,
General Lewell Kruse, and many others involved with
Camp Ripley help make our training possible

Mona, our cadets = s00n to become Troopers - you
certainly did not get here alone. | know each of you
had cheerleaders ready to catch you on the week-
ends, put you back together, and get you out the door
back to Camp Ripley on Sundays. They kept wvou afloat
during the week, And now, this graduation maoment

is 30 powerful and so palpable. Why? Because you
worked for this, It did not come easy. 1t was not an
accident. It was through intentional hard weork.

And all the while, we have been supporting you as
well. As | said on your first day, we want you to be
successful, but you have to do this, You have to earn
this. And, o have

Some pecple might know that | really enjoy music. In
particular, | enjoy live music, any kind of live music.
And if you want to get right down to business, | par-

ticularly enjoy live country music. Especially, the old
stuff, 1think it paints the picture of a simpler time,
with simple lyrics, songs that yvou might hear for the
first time but somehow seem familiar, Songs that you
| think
the lyrics are often powerful because they paint a

hear one fime and will always stay with you

picture. They tell a stony. And those stories come ta
life while we listen to those songs. The same can be

true for leadership and the work we do. The stories

are what bring our misskon to life — more so than any
statistic,

Like an ald country sang, let me use words to try to
paint a picture of exemplary service by State Troopers.
Like when Trooper Kristi Sue Hathaway stopped a driv-
er on Highway 77 for speeding and swerving. It was
the middle of the day. $he approached and visited
with the driver, Right away, she knew something was
wrang. Trooper Hathaway noticed the typical cues

of an impaired driver. She found an open bottle of
vodka in the center console. Sadly, she was also well
aware of the two-year-old daughter in the back seat,
What could end as another simple and good arrest of
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an impaired driver, took a turn for the better. Instead,
Trooper Hathaway took the time to implore the driver
not to, “Do this to your daughter” before turning her
owver to jall staff. Trooper Hathaway's own experience
as a teenager compelled her to say those words that
uliirmateky formed a connection, That connectian

i% over ten years strong with a sober and successful
wioman and a happy 12-year-old daughter both of
whom still keep in touch with Trooper Hathaway,

Similarly, Trooper Keenan Jones stopped a young
man named lake one night. Jake was intoxicated

and negded help, He wanted to make a change, He
e meEmners 1_|_-IIi|'||:=: Trooper Jones that he wanted o
pursue a career in policing, but figured that dream
was over as a result of his arrest. Jake sensed a heart
inside Trooper Jones. Trooper lones explained to Jake
that his dream wasn't over. Sure, it was going to be
difficult, but you hawe to turn this situation into vour
story. Jake remembers Trooper Jones telling him his
lifie and career choice were not over. About five years
later, lake has successfully completed outpatient and
inpatient recovery, finished his college degree, got
married, and most importantly = has stayed sober.

Or when Lt, Paul Stricker stopped to help a mom
whose & week old daughter stopped breathing. He
arfrvedl at about the samee tme & an off AUty nurse,
They were successful in getting the little girl to breath
5 years later, Lt. Stricker was invited to walk Elise into
her first day of kindergarten. The nurse? She literally
ran out of her shoes, leaving them behind in the ditch
im order to get to the car to help a complete stranger,

| eould sperd the morning going on and on alout
stories bike this. Stories like the Ircpper who stopped
a guy pulling a traiber without any lights. The Trooper
helped the motorist inte a parking lot, crawled un-
derneath, and fixed a ground wire that was loose,
helping the driver get back on the road. Or a Trooper
wiho stopped a driver for a violabion of the hands free
law. The driver lied about what they were doing,



went home and thought abouwt it, then sent an email
explaining a combination of Catholic-guilt and a moral
compass compelled them to send a letter in order to
admit their violation and set the record straight, She
went on to write, “Thank you for your service, the
howrs you spend away from your Tamily 1o seree your
community, and for the many thankless reminders
you hand out. You mean more than you know, do
more than you know, and are respected more than
yiou kmoar | am truby sorny.”

My hope k5 that all of these stories stick with you,
Why? Because you have the power to make things
better for people. You have the power to transform
lives. Each traffic stop, each interaction, each stalled
wihicle, each crash, each person stuck in the ditch - is
an opportunity for you to make things better and to
transform lives. While those opportunities are not
explained in the myrlad of statistics we can generate,
they are the stores behind those numbers and they
are actually the catalyst of the public’s support for the
Minnesota State Patrol

Our mission of traffic safety is so vital to our state
Mothing makes this more life altering than when you
teach your own kids how to drive. Just think what our
roads would be like if it was not for the Minnesota

State Patrod and the allied agencies who help us with
cur mission? We are making a difference. Traffic
fatalities are down in 2022, Many states wish they
could say the same. Our work on HEAT, street-racing,
Project 20(22) and all of the other education and
enforcement efforts are paying off. When we an
nounced HEAT earlier this year, my heart was warmed
by the Minnesotans who gave us suggestions about
wihat roads they wanted us to work. As it turns ouwt,
wie proved the fact that Minnesctans do indeed like
io see other people pulled over for thelr poor driving
behavior,

By now, you Know, embrace, and live out our core
values. Respect. We treat each other and everyone
elee with respect. Just like Trooper Hathaway and
lones. They interacted with individuals who were
deep in despair, actually seated at rock bottom. They
did their jobs well, and that respect was part of how
they teansformed lhves,

Integrity, We tell the truth = even when it is unflatter-
img. Humility is so critical.

Courage. We are brave. The State Patrol is a resilient
crganization full of resilient human beings. When
tirmes get tough, we turm to each other than those
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wha lowe us for help. It takes more courage to let it
out than it does to hold it in.

Honor, We honor those who have gone before us,
While Sgt. Tom Ludiord died several yvears ago, Barb
Degnan still sends a bouquet of flowers 1o us on the
anniversary of his death, Why? Sgt. Ludford helped
the Degnans through the death of their sen Dan, who
was killed by an impaired driver 30 years ago this
coming Christmas Eve,

Excellence. Simply put, we are never satisfied with
amything short of excellence, It Bsn't about perfection
because we are human beings. 1t is about the pursuit
of excellence. It is about asking ourselves, “How can
we be betters” "What needs to change!” "What can
I do to make a bigger impact?” It is not about being
numbser one. Being number one at something is not
as important as striving for excellence tn all that we
do. Why? Belng in first place might just not be good
enough.

Ok, back to country music. Don Williams, by all ac-
counts, a legend, said, "The road of life twists and
turns and no two directions are ever the same. Yet
our lessons come from the journey, not the destina-
tion.” There is no telling where wour career will lead,

There is no telling the places you will go or the things
yvou will do. 'What is certain, absolutely certain, is that
you are on a journey. One of unimaginable promise
to make a difference, to work hard, and to be fulfilled,

Lasthy, as | was putting this speech together 1 was
thinking about the chorus "Most people are good"”
from a country song. | Googled it thinking it was from
an old country song. Turns out, it is a Luke Bryan
seng = a lot more current than | was thinking. But

it is true, Most people are good. As vou go about
vour waoark, you will encounter the worst of the worst,
You will encounter difficult situations and difficult
pirophe, sometimes with a dissenting opinion about
our profession. At the same time, you will experi-
ence the best of the best. Often times the best of
pecple comes out during the worst of times.  Just like
the nurse who ran out of her shoes to help a stranger
and the troopers who helped people seated at rock
bottom. It i important to stay positive, Stay upbeat
Remember, most people ane good,

When we were together on day one, we talked about
many things = one of them being humility. It is good
to be humhble. We are not perfect. Not as individu-
als. Mot as an organization. Arrogance is not one of
our core values, The author C.5. Lewis said once that,
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“Humility is not rI'|-|1Z-:i|'|E: less of vourselt it is r.h-'|1'-:i|1|:1
ourself less often.” This career requine
5 | hav

sthen obder, | have become more
and maore interes crence Defween
competence, confidence, and experience, and arro-

gance.

In & few minubes wou will swear an cath that speaks

of the ultimate sacrifice. To be successtul and looked

up to as a Minnes
are indeed co
ome.....humble in bo

Let me say one more time, congratulations! | am
proud ol you, vow earmed if. The Minnesota State
Patral cares deeply about you — all of ol | am fager

1o e bute

au hit the road and contribute ta the safe w ot

our state.




Trooper Vincent Wren's Hessage

olonel Langer, Troopers, family and friends of the
CEE-th Academy Cadets, good morming and thank
you all for being here to join in cefebrating this special
day,
I want to start by briefly addressing the Cadets of the
65th Academy = | want to thank you for selecting me
to speak on behalf of the class. This is one of the most
humbling experiences and greatest honors of my life.
From the bottom of my heart, thank you.

For all 35 of us on stage, today marks a very Important
milestone in our lives, For 19 Cadets, today marks the
start of a career committed to public service, The oth-
er 16 Cadets bring decades of experience working with
ather law enforcement agencies to the State Patrol.

To them, today represents the continuation of careers
committed to public service = careers they nobly put
an hold to endure the State Patrol Acadermy. For all of
us as a group, today marks achieving a lifelong dream
of becoming a Minnesota State Trooper,

It was exactly 100 days ago that the 35 of us met for
the very first time. It was Orientation Day - a hot and
humid Sunday. 'We gathered in the bleak gymnasium
at Camp Ripley, assembled in formation, and started
one of many much needed lessons on marching, While
the Acadermy did not officially start unttl the next morn-
ing, the tension inside that room was palpable. We felt
a host of emotions: fear, nervousness, anxiety, many
were already expenencing homesickness, and some
even felt excitement. Although we had a general idea
of what was to come the following morming, nothing
could guite prepane us for the joumey that would be
the next 14 weeks.

Dy 1 started at 0434 with Troopers literally shouting
everywhere, We scrambled around in our rooms try-
ing to figure cut what was going on, what do we wear,
where are we going. When the class gathered outside
the billet, the fiasco was evident: some Cadets wore
their PT uniform, some wore their duty uniform, and
some wore unigue combinations of both that strangely
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made sense amidst the chaos. That morming we
made countless trips back into the billet to change,
turn off lights, and secure doors. Lap after lap up and
down the billet stairs. Oh, and | forgot to menticn
that it was 85 degrees with 85% humidity that morn-
ing. By the time we finally met Lieutenant Thelen, we
looked as if we had jumped into a pool with our duty

uniforms on,

That first week, we had a lot of questions = Am | sup-
posed to be here? Canl do this? Will graduation day
ever come? And do Fruity Pebbles belong in the meat
tray? In due time, those questions were answered,
Yes, we were supposed to be there; we can do this,
graduation day will come — it is here right now, And
no, in fact Fruity Pebbles do not belong in the meat
tray.

One of the phrases we heard continuoushy throughout
the Academy was “everything here has a purpose.”

At many times it was hard to see that purpose, espe-
cially when it felt like that purpose was to see how
many things we could manage to carry and march
with before tipping over. Whether it be keeping our
rooms inspection ready at all imes, always squaring

our corners in the dining hall, or uniformly parking
squad cars in front of the billet, these mundane tasks
always harkened back to the State Patrol's core val-
uves. As Colonel Langer has sald, Troopers know the
core values, they believe in the core values. For the
last 14 weeks we have learned to live by these core
values. RESPECT. INTEGRITY. COURAGE., HOMOR.
EXCELLENCE. That was the purpose of the Academy -
it was to ensure that we would lve those core values
both on-duty and off-duty. As we graduate today, we
have a lot to be proud of, but we can never forget the
purpose of those 14 weeks.

Thee B5th wants to acknowledge those who have
contributed to our success throughout this process

To our family and friends, you took care of the home
front while we were away. You changed diapers,
tended to sick kids, occasionally brought boots to
Ripley when we forgot them, and most importanthy,
encouraged us to return on the weekends when it was
tough to leave home, To the Troopers who served as
mstructors, thank you for taking time off the road to
show us how to be good Troopers. We are excited to
be your partners. To those who volunteered as role
players whether it be for our Standardized Field 5obri-
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ety wet lab or Vehicle Contacts, thank you for giving
us realistic training experiences, To our physical trakn-
ing Instructors from the Brainerd YMOA who pushed
our bodies in ways they've never been pushed before,
thank you = you've taught ws that our mind quits far
sooner than our body.

To Academy Staff, Sgt. Buggs, Sgt. Schueler, Trp. Ha-
thaway, and Trp, Wayne, you've pushed us all mental-
by, phivsically, and emotionally over the last 14 weeks
WhilE v LpEnt Bme avway from T.,'||11|'Il|r. WOU e Spent
more. Each day you'd wake up before us and fall
asleep after. You all made countless sacrifices to mokd
us into men and women of character who embrace
the Patrol's core values. Thank you.

As a class, we want to take a moment 1o recognize
Sgt, Schueler, On Movember 14th, Sgt. Schueler will
retire from the Minnesota State Patrol with 33 and a
half years of distinguished service. Since 1989, Sgt.
Schueler has numercus recognitions for his service,
including being named Trooper of the Year in 2016,
and has taught generations of Troopers in emergency
vehicle operations and standardized field sobriety
testing, Sgt, Schueler made the declsion to close out
his career by pushing the 84th and 65th academies,
which is fitting for someone so dedicated to the
development of young troopers. As a class, we ara
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especially grateful for the opportunity to learn from
hirm and we will never forget the many fimes he'd

say “unbelievable” or "unacceptable™ when we'd do
something unacceptabdle, Please poin me in giving S5gt.
Schueler a round of applause.

Lasthy, | want to close with this. On Orientation Day
after we hugged our loved ones goodbye, Academy
Staff stayed behind, Here, staff made a promise to
our boved ones. That promise was that they swould
|'_|1._iHr‘_"|'|El;|_' L% each day in wWays wia've pever baen chal
lenged before so that if and when we start on the
road as Troopers, our family can be confident we can
handle whatever comes our way.

Mow it's our turn to make a promise to our loved
ones, to academy staff, and truly 1o all Minnesotans
and those who travel on our readways, Owver the

last few years, we've witnessed firsthand the effects
of a breakdown in trust between the public and law
enforcement. That can't continue. As a class, we
promise to always recognize the inherent humanity of
gach person we encounter whether it be during a DWI
arrest or 8 maotorist assist. We promise to uphold

the core values of the State Patrol and always serve
with compass:on and empathy, 10s what the |_'|r..||:j||i-;'
expects of us and it's what we expect of one another
Thank you.
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Minnesota State Patrol’s 65th Graduating Class

Trp. Theodore Argabright SP4E1

| am ceriginally from Orona, HN and grad-
abed from kigh school in 20045 | altendsd
Hidge Waber College and Mexandria Teth
lar my ew enlarcement degree. | camenily
live in ‘Wilmar area and keve sinee 2008, |
am mavied and have three chifdren. Prior
to joining 1he State Patrol, | was a deputy
for eight wears with the Eandiyohi County
Gherifls Dffce. In my free time, | enjoy ice
fishing, hunting ard boating with niy family.
| am assigred 1o the Willmas stalsn
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Trp. Reese Benda 3P224

| am from and have been assigned the
Virgania station. | gradualed from Hibbang
Lommunily College i May of 2022 with an
nssocames Uegree i Law Enforoemant, |
enjoy sperding ey frée time playing hock-
ey, working out, and going an trips. Before
the State Patrol, | worked af & retadl com-
pamy for four years, where | helped ot all
argund the store. One of my career goals is
to push an academy 1o see the cadets ba
{esmed into State Trocpers.
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Trp. Ruben Macias SPS14

| am assigned to the St Paul station. | am
ariginatly from central Mingis. 1 now [ive in
Geardl, MK with my wife and thres children.
| attended the Urdrersity of [Hinois where |
gradustod with B5 in Eiolagy. In my free
time, | erpdy Ccoaching my boy's hockey
Desm and piayning old man” hbckey
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Trp. Daniel Schmit SP579
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Hankato where | received my Hachelors
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Mission Statement

Pratect and serve oll people in the state through ossistance, education, 4 =

ond enfarcement; provide support to alied agencies; and provide for
the safe, efficient movement of troffic on Minneseto’s roodways.

| am from Rosemount but currendly live in
5t. Paul. | have my degree in Harketing from
the University of North Dakota. Before the
Siate Pabral, | worked a5 an soounl man-
&er for an agriculture company. bnomy free
time | enjoy fighing, playing golf, and spend-
ing 1ime with family B friends. In the fulure,
d Iike To joim the HRT, | am cusvently as-

R _cigned to the Richfeld statip
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Access North

Contributed by Trooper Robyn Birr

n October 29, 2022 | presented a check donation to Access

North on behalf of the Minnesota State Patrol Trooper's
Association. From lefe to right in the picture is Trooper
Robyn Bire (5P 565), Access North Execative Diirector Don
Brunette and Board President Jeff Christian.

Awcess North is a Center for independent living in Northeastern
Minnesota assisting individuals with disabilities to live
independently, pursue meaningful goals, and have the same
opportunities and choices as all people. The Center is a
disability resource tor everyone!

Access North held their 3rd annual accessible deer hunt
that was scheduled Ocrober 28th and 29th, 2022, The base
operations was held at Side Lake Community Center. All
meals, snacks, water and coffee were provided to hunters and
volunteers at o cost. This year they supported 10 hunters inro
the field. They had heated stands, a volunteer with them to
assist them into the blind and volunteers to process the deer.
Many volunteers helped to make this happen. #

Pictured from left to right: Trooper Robyn Birr (SP 565),
Access North Executive Director Don Brunette and
Board President Jeff Christian
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Vintage Vehicles

By Eric Bormann SP 382

I n 1979, the Stare Patrol celebrated ies 50th anni CISAry. In
March of thar year, a dozen troopers who made up a group
dubbed the “Golden 50." chiy l|*~.:-:| LT ERVEIT OOATE ITAOEREY TO fumnd
the Acuisition of a Ford Model A and a |_|.||||_:. [.]J.'. idson
motarevele, with the intent '.||-.':r would be shown througlious
thie annivers: '.1 L=l i !:ll.'_'.l:llll\.‘l [in |:'-|'-:-|||-.l‘.-:' the State Patraol

e E E A1y d W' re
and their mission. The ETOUP ToD% Ol i s 100 000 loan amd

the search for suitable vehicles and the st of the MSPTA:

Vimrage collection of II.'|l|!|. i "\l.!.IIZ'aII cars began, The Golden

500 -rll:llllll.'l-\- WERE:

Le. Colonel Kevin Kinteridge  Caprain Virgil Carl

Captain Jack Murray Captain Clarence Olson
Ciary Piece #10 Drick Abraham #17
Al Miedorf #345 Cius Johnson #113

t. Phil Hodapp Orrielle Norland #255

fimn Schemmel #194

Lrn ."t|..|_'. o :‘:-'T"._T:']l. H:IIII':'_'. Fill, I:-.".“'-|.|_-.I-:-.':1 locared 2
1931 Ford Model A Coupe near Edgerton. Afrer a budger
resporation and paint joby were ._.;::_-;|-|.;--_.;-._5 at an Avoca, NN
'I-.._~.;|_|,- -\-I'!Il]l. the group had |."-.|ll.'||-:|-:'|.|. 1 toral of $4500 for the
Model A. The car would be ;._"i'.-:".'u A« |;~|||-||E|_-||_- nut and bolr
reseoration in 199%%-E9495 ar which gme ir was cosmetiy :-.||_-.
changed 1o leok like a 1930 model. Highway Patrol markings
and cquipment were ilso added to make it look like patrol car
of the time |'-.'ri-.l||. i urrently the Mlodel A replica patrod car
iz atored in a rowable rrailer and |'-.|1L'-:'|| outzide ima DUOLT,

|.il'.. .I:.i.r_'a .'u:'. lll- [ .IE |I!'_"“'| Lk | I I -[ I b '.'l 1 I Il\.1|.'| "l THLEIS AN I i"'\- l\.i.l'i L .'|| "'Il:'-

On May 22 of 1979 Virgil Carl and Vern Herberg made a
trebe to [inois Liry, 1.t pick up and purchase 3 1930 I |:|.|'|l.'_'.
Dhavidson |||-:-rl:-|-._'.-.|-:' for S3000. Another $356 was spent O
reprinrs and i paint jobr at a St, Paul monor vele shop, Soan
after, dates were scheduled for shows and s ades around the
state. Highway Patrol markings and equipment were added
to make the motorcyele look like a replica 1930 Highway
FPatrod issued VIS0 |[.-.|:'i|'.'. Davdadzon. In 2001 the I[.|1"||_-.-.
Dhwvidann was EAVET AL o -:-|||]l|.-:'||.' angl propeer reatofation and is
now vilued berween £345 (I and Sk (WY, It is also stored
in a trailer at the same DLOLT. fac ility as the Madel A
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In 1979° -:'ll-:-|'-e'1' Tom Lundford #2105 was '.'.-.-l'lfnl:_'h in the
2160 Uhwatonna station.

Dodee St Regis T ad car.
Chief P ||l:-[ and C aprain Vv ||;_1|| Carl of the Golden 50. The
Srare Pat

.I-Illll Wil .I"'\-'i:;'lll:'l\.'l TV ]I.J.l_":'

The car was later reassigned o

rol allowed Laptain Loarl and Pilot ¢ riTy Ficrce o
shiow the Dodee at car shows and events wirh the Model A
amd the Ha |"'|-'1. Divdduon.  After the 50th anniversas R «
Lapiain C arl and others ke pt the Dodee hidden and it was
never sold, To this day the 1979 Dodge St Regis remains in
thie Srare Patrol feer with just 45 000 miles on the odometer,
The Diodge is srored inside at the same DLOUT. facility as the

Model A and | |:-.:'||.'_l. Diavidaomn.

Crn Mlarch 11,

was made that the '|'|:'||-:l|1|.'|-

1980, a meeting was held and an agreement
Associarion and I":ll'.!,"ll'l'".'i..'\-l:ll"\-
the Golden
50 boan and reimburse each of the .wr|u' founding members
§100. ‘The associations officially owned the Model A and

the Has ley Davidicn.

Association to |l:|.'.'-:l!! “the remaining balance of

the vehicles, For some time refired IFOOPETS WEre hired as
L& TMPOTATY full time employees in the summer months o
A, EFanSpRorL, and show the vehicles o promote the
"t|""'- ?‘:-'!.|1|' |".|1r-:l! .I1|||. 115 Miss00n.

Mainline MHP Replica

Ciuidelines were set W for use af

1|| AUHH) ';..l\lllllll:::.l.:l:ﬂi 1L"|:||i-.'!.|.' ||I"“|:-:'-. R} .[:I.'- slerten became
irvolved with |r|:|i1:'..|':::|i||,: i sl iu;_-' the v |:|:||:.|:;-le' vehicles,
A ||-:'.=.'.'_'. -.|'.:I:_'. [rUCk Wis A rrailer,

The Stare Patrol allowed Jay ro use his stare issued Ford F250

needed to tow the Model
to row and show the Model A and the Harley Davidson.
Trooper Ed Carroll was also heavily involved in maintaining

amicl -||._|-.-. i||:_'h r|:|.' '|":|'.I!:-::_'l:' v i |-::x |.|.|||'::'.:_ .|| il TR

Fase-forward to 2006, After the Minnesota Srate Parrol
celebrated irs 75¢h anniversary it was noted thar there was a
'|li.|_-'| time g between the earliest ]l:llr-:-l vehicles and the 50th
anniversary Dodge. Several people thoughr there should be
an additional vehicle added to the fleet to commemorare the
25th anniversary year. A contingent of Troopers including Ed

Larmodl .|||d_]-:l|:-|| Muock set abour looking fora 1954 F l:-n.i

Mainline to fill the gap. In 2006 a decent 1954 Ford Mainkine
wis locared in Cortage Grove and purchased by the MSPTA
for 87500, The '|-:1"|:-I'|I:.|*-|| of the Ford from a civilian vehicle
tor i podice intercepror re |l.|.-| wis soon wnders ay. ;J-:I.|"-Illrl:-
e pestaranon I|||1| WhERE {|hee LA Th | |-k|.'\-:| |-.:3'.r'-.‘|:|-.|_; STE 1|j'
the equipment that would have been used and how it mighe

have been installed. For tunately _|.|_1.' Sletren’s farher |r‘-.l|'-|".:|'

continued on page 34
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Morris Sletten (1955 academy) was issued a
1954 Ford patrol car as he began his career,
_':I.:.'I'\- fagher ]1r-||'|.'i.||1'|.i valuable information
amid gl:li.l.l:lu-.'l' az the Cardiac Cruisers and
L:1,'1'|11:|r:|.' A Uollision insralled |'-:|l.|i'|1r||4'11l
ACCuarate 1o I!||-:_: faniie ]1|.'ri1u! .111L|: mmicdel 1|1.

rhl.' .'\-l\.'II 1 .|I.g.

With the '54 Ford Mainline r|.'|r]i|;:|
completion in 2007 there was now another
¢car in the fleet and another vehicle to
rraintain and sl A thar fime _'|;|__|,-'|-"-.;-;|-|11|-
more involved wath the VriEie flect and las
been the fee bigrimest caretiker foor the last
i0-12 YEArs, |:"-:1|.'I!1tr|.|I|.-'|_l. j.i:r was the fleet
FAnarer i |:|'i~\.1r'iq._'l 4700 it rlmhl {':tii.l:.'
achjuest his schedule and find a vehicle o tow
the vintage vehicles o shows and events,
IJ‘I.IF:III!!' the summer months .l:':" waied at
e e woutld stay very busy showing the

vl les onee or pvice 1 weelk,

In addition I::-_I:::L' slettens imvolvement,
there has been a corps of civilians thar have
.|'|w.|:l.'-- ein '.'.'ill'n:.!_: 1] ]'.l.'.||=- EFanspPart Cars

1 | F L ey
oF fgsest with maanbendginee or TR, J!:n.'-.'

call themselves the Cardiac Crumsers and the majority of whom were the
labar force behind the restoration of the "54 Ford, The yOUnEest of these fALYS
i% about 78 vears old ||-:1'.'.'.1|!a|'_l.' are stll helping out, bug thear involvement is

dechimng more each season,

Where do we go from here?

It the spEnE of 20122 _I':L_-. Slentten retived from the Minnesora Stare Parral
Commercial Vehicle section, Jay moved o southwestern Minnesota as is no
longrer taking care of the Stare Patrol vintage vehickes, The State Pagral and
the MSPTA owe _1:1:..' a huge el H-I':i_r,r.lli!'u.lh: fior his yeirs of dedicarion and

work to maintain and show the State Patrol 1."i|1'|:|::_[m vl e,

It the summer af 2022 the MSPTA and Colomnel |..|11;;:'1' met o diseuss the
furire of the Minnesota State Parrol vintage vehicles. It was :|j_[|.‘-::|.'|| 1o form
the Minnesota Stare Parral 1.'i.r|r.t_|_-;|.:' wi e be :n:h'imr:l.' committes, This rl.'.'_'l.'llrF:.'
fodmed committes is rm:a-prim:d of mwn Lisutenants, eleven -t'n:-c1|:w-u|~. and i%
led by ?'!.E.:im_[m' i}-.-.-_rrr'. Thiz committes will continue 1o maintain and show
these vehicles angd promote the imgpe ol the MM Soare Parrol, The committes
will also steer this vintige feet ineo the future with the possibility 4|1':||,|||i|1g
new soquad cars in the future, With the EXE PR af the 1979 []-:-:|-'h"1.' bl
Rems, the MSPTA ownsz and funds the maintenance of the '.'i||r:|:i_r||,' wElyelieg,

If WOLL dre interested in the history of the vehicles used by the Mlinnesota
State Parrol since the :|!_§e'11-._':|.":- inception an excellent websire to visit is
MaroonCruizers.com, [tisa VETY L'|H11E1r{']'||._'||-i1.'|.' webwire |,|.1u'||11:.u||t5|l|:.g thue

Ili!'\-|llr} |:l|.1:.II.'II 'I.'I,,'Ilil:'.ll' “'EI‘II III:II:I._'.' ]1hll1||'|i. *

AEC LLC Located
in Faribault Minnesota

Clint Semmann

A Proud Supporter of the

Minnesota State Patrol Troopers Association
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NKES INFO@HUNKESTRANSFER.COM
ANSFER 218-631-4042

TRANSPORT SYSTEMS

Hunkes Transfer deals primarily
in the at-night delivery of auto-
parts in Minnesota, North

We look ;ﬂrllal'll to serving your
Dakota, and South Dakota. transportation needs!

o)

CBEDK 5

- Lir# EABSIE
R - T o - ==
I~.-.' cnh = | PIZZLPLR Peter Wuertz

] ot - = 1 i
T 1 —':-.-l Trenching “In business since 2042, PAK ELECTRIC
: = o e— LED Betre l LT ks & professional and guality elecinic

| 202 N Rum River Drive Princeton, .Ml-*l 55371 : : company.

e Coffee at 0930
|,// l \) Lunch at 1130
COYOTE MODON ot e <c
GRILLE St Cloud MN 56304
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Have a Heart,
Help a Neighbor
Food Drive

0 n the moming of Friday, December 9th, 2022, | had the
opportunity to meet with Shay Moris of the Second
Harest MNorthermn Lakes Food Bank in Dialuth while she was

at her food drive in cooperation with WO television, The
food drive is held annually in early December at First United
Methodist Church, also known as the “C I-\.II:I"I'r.I.I"I'"-\.'."J_lrl_'ll.
“The tood drive 15 called Have a Heart, Help a Neighbor Food
Dirive. Shay has been the Executive Director of the food
bank zince 1998 and the Minnesota State Patrol 1o i
Association has had the opportunity to develop a relationship
with both Shay and her tood bank, Since 2014, the Iroopers

_'1|.'\---\.||_i'|'.|-\.| i |I.I'\- |:.||||.I[|_'|! i ‘.:|T.|| ¥t S'-i.'-'l"” bw ] r'|||_' r;\.u_: .Irl'..l_'_
"This vear was no different in our commitment to fght hunger

in the region, as | presented Shay with a $500 check.

Later in the .,1.|_1. when | had an O wrhandty fo meet wath soame
of the staff at the food bank, it was brought to my attention
that they raised $5,621 that day along with approximately 200
e -|||'.|ix.:|l toaadd, The donation nomiber will |'--.||"-.|:"-|'.' rise ns
they expect more to come in the mail over the next week or
RS nN H-,I"-;.'-,‘I Ll ] -\.\..l_l.\.':_ll_|||:l' |;'.|r r"'||_' '\1'.,I|I [t N | II.I Tk RTAN 'H.I,III_'
those numbers into actual meals, that means the effort gamered
about 17,000 meals so far. According to their website, the
Second Harvest Northern Lakes Food Bank ensures people
in need of food in NE Minnesota and MW Wisconsin can
acoess meals; approcimately 44,000 people or 5.6 million
meals are delivered to families annuoally. Another interestng
fact is that the food bank is able to take donations to another
level by leveraging 1 donated dollar of cash into $7 worth of

proceries througrh their different channels,

It anyone would be willing to donate to this wondertul cause,

contributions can be made to the following address:

Second Harvest Northern Lakes Food Bank
4503 Airpark Boulevard
Duluth, MN 55811

You could alkso visit their website at northemlakestoodbank.org

tos findd out more information about this '.'.u'-|'r:"l.'||.|"|_'r|:|i1_ &
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* Windshield Replacement & Calibration
» Rock chip Repairs

« Work with All Insurance companies

« Mobile & In-Shop Appointments

763-784-5922

BuyRVSellRV

Expert Truck and RV Service Center

614 Vintage Rd NW Phone : 507.367.2333
Oronoco, MN 55960 Tollfree : 1.877.379.5200
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D.C. Fly=In ;;i

4

IiI
b

he |q.7'.|'..'.'|-'|:.'-i|| i% an annal le:_g':-uhri.\'r conference :-.|.'-.:-|'|:-.|r:|'l:'||

by the Minnesora Peace and Police OHficers Association
(MPPOA) where a group of delegares fly our 1o Washington
D.C. for a few x!:l._‘-':- to meet with '||.:|_§5.=\.[:|r|h|h. f l.|.-||:|.|._'.' takes
plage in March of every year, but it had o be moved to
MNovermnber this vear because of 0 COVID-19 putbreak |.|.|||'||||.-_';
thye month of "';I arch. The intent of the conference is to meet
with the Minnesota delegation of representatives and senators
[i6 EX[MERS COMOETINS from the |,:-|'|'|i|."~|,: |H:I'h|_3-!:-\.'l-l1u'l:' 1'|.'|.41i||!_r. Iis
thie I.i-e'lll -:'-I!.[:lw 4'|||.4|r|_'-;_':|:||.'||l.
I’:lrmial'm-clﬁ-ﬁ- Association (MSPFTA) sent President Mike
LeDroux, Viee Peesident Dan |:5-e':='~~|1:_1.'1 and Diuluth Disrreic
l}{'.ll.'_LrI:I.IL' Mark MeGrew (the writer) o the conference, To

'|]1:|x YT, the :"I-H111:|I.'xl:1!.1 ."'-l.lll_'

Ry the lease, it is a whirlwind affair, bt it seems o be a pood

use of fime ZI.IIli‘l TESLITC S,

We flew out of the Minneapolis airport on Tuesday, November
15th early in the morning, amriving in VWashington at around
1100 hours local time. After finishing a much-needed meal
at Primo Family Restaurant, we stll couldn’t check into the
hotel until 1500 howrs, so a trip to the United State Holocaust
Wuseum was .|n-._|.||!_hr|;u_|. Lake spwcese 1|'|.I.h.||5|r|:i_‘l'l‘ll'!l D |_:-1:i'|||i1'||_l;~.~;.
tor get in, we had to go through airport-like security, In many
ways, the tour of the exhibit gives one that feeling of being the
Eariet af the oppression, It is a very ;;:u'-:_'-u]'ll:uill:;_{ :::-.I_u_':'il_'|||._'|:.
Many ditterent aspects of the museum experience were
impacrful, but it was especially interesting thar the gassing of
'||:ri:'\,u|1|;'r:- _«r:er.,qI Oon |}uc_'|:r||]1|:r ._"hh. ]".i'-ﬂ p M ||.|].' :l.t'l er rhu
United States was drawn into World War 11 by Japan after
the December Tth attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii

The museum tour ended and by this time we were able to
go and check into the hotel, the Pheonix Park. That evening
we had a wondertul dinner catered by the hotel staff. Ve
also met with Dennis McGrann, who is a lobbyast from the

i MINNESOTA TROOPER

Fefrpare W2 R

The MPPOA &+  _

Folger Sguare Group based in Washington DU, Dennis has
ties to Minnesota and works in Washington; part of his job
is lobbying for positive legislation regarding kaw entorcement
interests. He is well connected in the DNC. area and has
developed constructive relationships with our local politicians
from Minnesota. Dennis advised the group that we would
be gathering at the hotel in the morming and taking a short
wilk to the LLS, Capitol. He went onto say that our host for
the day would be Representative Berty MeCollum (D) from
the 4th District. Since Dennis has had so many years in the
area, he also warned us that there would be a furry of aCtivity
given the November 8th election had just taken place.

The next morming, we all gathered in the lobby of the Pheonix
fark Hotel. Wednesday, November 16th, was going to be
our only full day in W uhlngmn Once we were all together,
we took that short walk o the Capirol as Dennis described
the night before. After a few group and individual photos at
the steps of the Capitol, we were directed down to a security
area of the building where we had to wait. It was a cold and
windy day to stand outside waiting for security to accept the
group, but nothing that a hardy group of Minnesotans couldn’t
handle! It was interesting to note that as we were waiting, we
saw a large group of people entering a different door not too




far from us. Dennis said that was the newly elected group of
representatives and their spouses from various states entering
the Capimol to be sworn in and to atend orientation for the
118th Congress. Before we knew it, we were passing through
security and inside the building where the heart of the Unired
States government is working for its citizens.

We were then escorted down to a large conference room
where we would be most of the :!a'_l.'. It was iII‘I.‘iI.rI._k:-E.'I:ZI |;‘:-_'|'
{?Iillgl’l{.xx“‘dﬂﬁ:‘u MeCollum'’s staff that we waould ALy ir
thie oo while the Minnesom -:jEEL‘j'_'l'.I.riIH'| woutld come and
meet with us. We were of course met first by Hepresentative
MeCollum herself when she arrived and welcomed ws g0 the
{T;Lpili:l'l- Throughout the day, we met with HJ:']WI:mnTilri'-w.'x-
.'1I.r|:a;i1,' Cl'ili?; I:]-}:I Ifl:u_“l, Michelle Fischbach {Fi:l I:I"I!]'l:l, [Dean
Phillips (13) {3nd), Brad Finstad (R) (151}, and Pere Stauber (R}
(Bth). In addition, both Minnesota Senators, Amy Klobuchar
[[]::I :'||1|:! Tin:q Slnilh {n}._i:'&-ill{:l.l st c!iﬁ-umx I!.:_:.P.'..;_-x rq:i:l.l:l;u_‘l
to faw enforcement. Unfortunately, neither Representative
IThan Omar (1) (5th) nor Tom Emmer (R) (6th) joined us
that day. It was our understanding that Congressman Emmer
Wik |1|.|.~\.-}" with his |||._rw]:|.- i|]1|:u'|5:||le_:|:| prositc o the :'.I:J_i-l'rf.ll'_l.'
Whip and the duties associared wirth thar tide in the U, 5,
House of Representatives, Representative Emmer had been
o the sehedule to meet with us, bar the same cannot be said
frsr Cullﬁfﬂsxwﬂmim O,

While we were meeting with the various representatives,
MSPTA President LeDowx had the opportuniey to recognize
Congresswoman Michelle Fischbach, President Leloux had
a wooden State Patrol badge made up for Congresswoman
Fischbach with the designation “MNOT" in the place where
a badge number would be found since she represents
congressional district number seven. Over the years that
Congresswoman Fischbach was in the Minnesora Senate,
she worked tirclessly with the MSPTA executive board in
supporting legislaton fivorable to law enforcement, specifically
troopers. Both Congresswoman Fischbach and President
LeDioaw were instrumental in procuring the much-needed pay
increases for the Minnesora Law Enforcement Association
{MLEA)}—essentially all state law enforcement officers,

In addition to these different Minnesota representatives joining
us, we ilso had the opportunity during our down time to meet
with several other people associated with Congress serving
in various roles to hear how they keep the wheels turning
behind the scenes of government. Deputy Chiet Timothy
Bowen was the first to join us, giving us an overview of the
L5, Capitol Police (USCP). Deputy Chiet Bowen has been
with the LISCP since July of 2003, Since December 2018,
he has served as Acting Commander of the Operational
services Bureau. Deputy Chief Bowen addressed general
operations of the USCTP as well as the impact of January Gth
tor the department.

A second guest to come and speak with the MPPOA delegation
was General William J. Walker. Walker, a Chicago native,
Wik :.lm:ﬂ'r'nl[l:-l{ as the 389th LS. House of I‘:'.L‘.pr'e.:ril.‘.lllu'ri'rt.ﬁ
Sergeant ar Arms by Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi on
April 26th, 2021. GG 1.1'|r:t"11 Walker has an impressive history
h.'rr' 1'r-c!||!1| |:'|:'|.||.|r.l.|.‘_'r' .n|.|.|. |.|1.-':|11J|| :-lltl"nl.‘ve.. { £3] 'I'||¢ CAtEEE (1EY |'|-r 'I'|:'|.¢
United Stares. General Walker srarted his military service as
a Second Lieutenant when he took command of a military
police detachment out of Somerset, New lersey, and ended his
career as a Major General in April 2021, General Walker also
served in various 1|::'|.-:1:','|"'.9:|"|.i'|r e witiomns within the 1LS, ]}rug
Enforcement Administration (DEA). He retired from the
DYEA as a Special Agent in 2014 after 30 years of distinguished
service, Creneral Walker i -::||::ﬁlli.lr.'E_'r' AN impressive person,

After our day of meetings rook place, Senator Amy Klobuchar
hosted T'l:!L"'l.-'|11‘II:.i-rI for the MPPOA delegarion in Senare
Room 219.To my knowledge, this is the first time an event
like this has ever taken place. It was a good opportunity to
interact with Senator Klobuchar when she stopped by to
meet with the delegation in a different venue—away from
the political environment,

The purpese for cur fly-in was starting to wind down, so
after the reception wrapped up, we made our way back to
the Pheonix Park Hotel, After amiving back ar the hotel, we
were served a catered dinner during which time members
could interact with one another and get to know each other
berter since many of us worked in different parts of the stare,

‘The next moming, Thursday, Movember 17th, we all met in
the hotel lobby around 0930 hours so we could make our
way back to the Reagan National Airport in time for our
Hight back to Minneapolis. Fortunately, we made it back to
Minnesota without much drama.

On a side note, there were a few political sightings while in
Washington D.C. Senator Rand Paul (R) (KY') was seen
having drinks and conversation with friends at the Dubliner
restanrant, which is atrached to the Pheonix Park Flotel. In
addition, Semnator Chuck Schumer (D) (NY'), was sighted afeer
leaving a meeting in the Senare and surrounded by a mob of
reporters taking statements from him as we were being led
to Senator Klobuchar’s reception.

Many would ask if this tvpe of a trip iz worth all the trouble.
| would say thar it is a good use of resources given a whole
delegarion can meet directly with our federally elected leaders
from around Minnesora in one E:l|:||."¢.:. Ruhlimlﬁhim are the
key to politics and politics are what drive how we lead our
-:hil_'r Tives, Yes, E,'I'I,!l:ii!h! have differences i their beliets about
hiowe the COUNITY shaoaild b pun, bur this IV of event allows
rlw. -::lp]'rur'rlllﬁf}' [ l.‘.!t|'|-:|'|‘_'u- COMCETTES TO |!‘:t||lh |!|:L|‘fi|::. :|'|lr||ﬁ11g
ailr H_\-G:Il.'ll.!‘l'l:lll'l.‘l..'l'lf i|| H | I.':,:N!H,.THII.I] i-ﬁl.‘l.ln'l- *
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TOYS FOR TOTS

This yean Mankalo Disticl 2200 conllnued il Tadilion

of giving To Toys lor Tols duning the Chnlslinas season.
Tnoopens, supensisons, sippoal slall, communily
membens, and the MSPTA donaled 133 Toys and $712.00
in cash o hefp those (n need duning the hoflday seasom.

Esthela Ruvalcaba

5074214746

ESTHELA
RUVALCABA REALTY

ITRUJ LIVING

REAL ESTATE

KELLERW\
F'HEMIEFI HEALTY

-
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Carlson

DEMTAL GROUP

stilbwaterbeautilulsmiles.com « 651-439-8840

1710 Cusrve Crest Bhvd 8110, Stillwater MM 55082

Lippert Tile Plow
Demolition &
Excavation Company

Specializing in
Field Drainage, Farm Tile, Excavation,
Land Clearing, Backhauling

Kevin Lippert
(320) 212-0548




2023

RETURN OF
THE ANNUAL
FLORIDA
CONNECTION!

HELLO ALL!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE RETURN OF THE ANNUAL FLORIDA CONNECTION!!

MARCH 8, 2023
1100-1200 MEET & GREET
1200-1300 LUNCH
1300-77? SOCIAL OR SPEAKER

WHERE: HOMERS ORIGINAL SMORGASBORG AND BUFFET
ADDRESS: 1000 S5EBRING PARKWAY
SEBRING, FL 33870-1610

863-386-1440

$11.63/PERSON INCLUDES TAX AND BEVERAGE.
PAY AT THE DOOR, TELL THEM YOU ARE WITH THE FLORIDA CONNECTION.

Bob Cartwright Tim Shanley Mike Hamm
Ketired Trooper M5F Ketired BCA Agent Retired Conservation Officer
B63-202-5578 C 612-655-1358 C &12-306-1102 C

mspi3retired@hotmail.com FertyO9tim@Egmail .com hammmic@&@gmail .com

Fetrpnry 023 MINMNESGTA TROOPLE 4 i



The Crash Reconstruction
Program and Heavy Truck

Crashes

By Kelly Phillips

Iu 2018 1 worked a crash involving a commercial motor
vehicle, 1."~:l.:-1|'|':||5-_:-:lul: of the ordinary for a crash reconstmection
=|l-::-."i.:L'ii:.=~T, just anorther serious injury crash. While 1 was
'-|'ll.':||x'a|'.g wirth the « DTy s owvner, he said he wanted his
private Reconstructonist o downlead the .-|'||_-.:._] dlara from
the truck. 1 had been i||1:'hfig.|1i|‘|l.‘:; crashes since 20009 and
had no elue that CMVV's [ watched as

theis EALY |'".I|]I."\.:| ot a kit and hooked L to the muck’s deursch

had that data on them.

-.'|l:'.||l.\'[l.n,l‘:-|'rr|||:d a Cummins software PROgTAMm amd |'u.|]|-::|l up
a sudden deceleration event from the crash. Afver that crash,
I decided to do some |||,__-._,|||" and ||--l.u1 out maore behind this

f_n'u.|'-|||l: nt and software.  Fasr for -.=..|.||.! LLE] .lI:1n'_:|:||.|.|||5._h sevierl

i
||-:':L-.'_-. truck crash investigation, He wy Vehicle Event Dhata
Recorder (HVEDR) rechnician and .1||.'||". sist trainings, begping
anid P II.'-II.IIIIL for CqUuipTmEnt, and some JL ATTHTE CUTVES, Lirtle

IZIZIII [ L:IIIM". “I....Il [ h!.hl"rl.'lil-

Since then, the HVEDR program has gone from just me
trving to download commercial trucks invalved in serious
and fatal crashes statewide by myself. To adding five other
Crash Reconstructionist s 1m|.|]|»r=~ across the state, Ower 100
commercial vehicles imaged later and grants from DE700, the

six of us now each have Nexiq rranslafion units and two (soon
to be three) much larger kits as backups. Many Troopers
didn’t know we have the :Lll':l.ir:p' to downboad .h|l1.'|.'-.:| dara from
a commercizl teck imvohved in a serious or fatal crash, bar
wie do! We srill have a WiVS [0 g0, bur with the recent | ||.'.|'>'!.
| g lifs L L z’.|h||. |||'». |:-"|" (AN !..|||:||||u .|i.| O oraah feconamiction
specialists went rhu-u;h in Mankato, we are making progress.
The |'-];-;_;;l:'-l pil.'».'l.'-:l[-'.|||1.'i.-.'|.' fresim any one of s i, i|-'.l.:-1|:|' SEriCAES
injury ar fatality crash has a commercial motor ve hicle or bus,
|J|:"|'~"1 I move it within the soene o mnipulite it pnl JL
talk to a crash reconstruction specialist. The information in

r|:|.|. 1 1.|:||u |.-'. (LA | [T || MONE SenSiie .||||.E Cin |"\-L' 1.':‘-II:'.' 1.'I':|.'u'_'|.|..

'The six of us HYEDR reconstruction specialist artended a
training in Des Moines, IA put on by Midwest Association
of Technical Accident Investigators (MATATL). This training
was tocused on the role the HVE i}H plays in crashes, with a
bonus of watching live crash testing! The data was valuable in
furthering our abilities to investigate -.':.1:~|1r.'.» here in Minnesota.
If you have questions about the HVEDR program, or if you
are interested in becoming a crash reconstructionist, feel free

to contact one of us, #

42 MINMESOTA TROOPER Fefrpure He2E

HVEDR Crash
Reconstruction
Specialists from
left to right:

Trp. Shawn
Mathews (D2200),
Trp. Adam Rochlin
(D3200), Sgt. Kelly
Phillips (IS5), Sqt.
Scott Smith (1SS),
Trp. Shaun Stang
(D2800), and Sqt.
Andy Brumm (I55).




Figures 1, 2and 3
Crash testing at MATAI

B e O .

i OFFICE: 218.4 75,5200
ifF 218.473,3201

Nexiq kit that the six
HVEDR CRS have. FAX: XA 4733202

CALL US TODAY TO SEE WHAT 'WE CAN SHIP FOR YO

h
Lisdily Lt p T

LN ENHESLUANLITETITE]
www kellyriggletrucking.com
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THANK YOU
Minnesota State
Troopers!
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One-5top Wastewater Management Services
Insrallation & Repaer of Wasteaater Treatment Sytems
Sepiis Tank Cleareng & Seaser Line arsd Drain Cleasing

High Pressiene lattirg ® L Thawing
Spwer Ling Telovising & Inspection & Grease Trap Oeaming
Yexr-Round Sendoe & Besponsible Disposal
One-Stop Excavating Services
Sewepr & Water Honkups and Repairs » Site Development » Demolicion
Soal Cormescpiong & Excavanon & Backil & Finksh Grado v
Fonits & Deiermaiays & Sonm Sower Ingtallation

N Condginaction & Afdiions

i'J Lope? Painting LLE
g A

Lal ot L . d |'|-I.-.'ra rEle

Wheen yau ehosse Lopes Padnting LLC, you're
ehoosing quality, integrity, amd rellabillty. You're |
choosing prompt, prefessional painiers who don't

ot cormers. You're cheosing the best painting

CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS 2

Contact us now at (TO7T) 228-T4687
for exceptional paintwork.

RYAN MARTIN

Owner

Phone: & hh3-61 :

assuranceconstructionsolutio imail.com = :
License # BC753303 . rramy Fupeore ?Jl}.’.‘.ﬁ’é‘ég

Agsyrancecaonstructionsalutions.com A y
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Use The Blue Pages In Your Booking

Tl-:l-.:-pl.'r‘ Gerald Veaux I:.E.E';".]} and his
'\-rI.'F:I-{:Ir.IH.':' Diave Brave Heart led the
ezcort for the Dakota 38 + 2 Memoaorial
Ride in Mankato ||:|:|_r:|||'.|..|1:l.' Zhth. T'm-c:-|rr.'r'
Veaux prepared a short narvative on the ride,
its history and the reconciliation effores
hia 1'.111'|i[_-.' have been a pait of (helow), All
prheotos ane ||‘."|'r'-.:-c||t:r K‘\-:ll".":l. “Gerald™ Ve
{2200) and his step father Dave Brave Heart,

'|'r|:-||]1|'r Veaux, and his step-father, Lave
Brove Heare, are bossored to leacd the Dakor
158+ 2 riders fram Land of Memories Park o
Becomcthation Park in Mankato, Minnesota,
Drecember 26, 2023 marks the 160th year
sce the hanging of 38 Dhakora in Manleato,

Two more Dakora were later hung in a

Tribal Relations

different location. Urooper Veaux is o descendent of the Lakota people whao
Wi T r:-:i||:_'|_|. tir H::-|:|1|| |_:|:_| kota ||:-|||:-l.-.'5|'|'|!_-; r|1|._' i:"i-!"u;! L% |}:|k|:-r:| 'L'-:':r|r|i{1 anad is
an enrolled member of the Chevenne Biver Sioux Trbe, Dave Brave Heart
15 alser g descendent of the Dakota senr re South Dakota and an enrolled
member of the Oglala Sioux Tribee '|"rr:-i1p:_'r Veaux and his !'.11115.53.' morvecd
from South Dakota o Mankato i 2011 o be pirt of the reconciliation
efforts that have taken ||'|.|,:_'|: in Viankago for over 50 YEArS, Lrave joined the
Mahkato Wacipi (Mankato Pow Wow) committee and led as chairman, until
ALS foreed hiz retirement earlier this _1.-|:':|r.'|'r||-:-|n:,-r Veaux alzo served on the
pow wiow committes while be was a college student. Trooper Yeaux and the
rest of the Brave Heart family recognize the importance of reconcilation

and healing in Mankato and throughout Minnesota, #

The Blue Pages

Minnesota State Patrol, Save Valuable Time!

Specializing in Criminal Matters,

nl Jo i

and Intoxilyzer Sit
epping Up the Booking Process. Alcohol/Dreg Testing and Bail Boands

Teatlie Fasdabons

. Your Arrestees Will Quickly Locate and Confer With An Attorney
a0 Included
LLELEL bl Dadns

U iy’ T han L e Hoalmyg Whils Inloestalad

For Additional Complimentary Copies Call: (753 404-1303 or 1-888-640-Blue (2583)

wwwi bluepagesatiorneys.com = in

Ibluepagesattorneys.com

Pleased to be of service to Minnesota Law Enforcement.

Fetrngiry 2023 MINNESOTA TROOPER }5



‘f Phone: (651) 756-1133
Email: info@culpepperhvac.com
H V A C

Culpepper Heating and Cooling is centrally located in South 5t.
Paul, MN, and proudly serves the Twin Cities Metropolitan Areas.
Our technicians are specialists servicing both residential and
business communities. Our area of expertise includes service,
repair, and replacement of existing HVAC systems. As well as the
HVAC design and installation for both our residential and
commercial customers. We have the knowledge and skill to
maintain your air distribution system for your home or business
that will keep you, your family, employees and clientele in the
comfort you deserve.

hank you Troopers
for what you do and
for who you are!

| PROUDLY
R

SUPPORT THE MEN iR SR

Christy Larson - Realtor
Eding Realty AND WOMEN OF EdinaRea
952-292-6484

Christylarson@EdinaRealty.com LAW ENFORCEMENT i Berkshire Hatha
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37™ ANNUAL

M.S.PTA. TROOPER/GUEST

GOLF TOURNAMENT

This Year's event will be held at Thumper Pond Golf Course in Ottertail

on Wednesday, July 19" and Thursday, July 20™ 2023.

All active and retired Troopers, Supervisors, RCO's, CVI'S, Support 5taff and their guests are eligible

The cost per person is $150.00 for the event. Cost includes 2 rounds of golf, cart, range facilities, 2 course
lunches and a banquet meal on Wednesday evening. Breakfast buffet will be available on Wednesday and
Thursday mornings.

Additional evening banguet tickets will also be available.

The golf format will be the same as in year's past with the first day 2-person net best ball followed by a 4-
person scramble.

A maximum of 144 golfers will be accepted.

A shotgun start at 10:00 am for the first day and 9:00 am on the second day. Registrations will be on Tuesday
evening and 8:00 am on Wednesday.

Practice round will be available on Tuesday for 550.00 (includes cart).
Please call the Pro Shop for Tee Times. 218-367-6501

Lodging has been reserved at Thumper Pond at the rate of 5119.95 per night. Ask for the State Trooper room
rate. Call Thumper Pond direct for your reservations: 877-294-7981 or 218-367-2000.

All registrations for the tournament must be paid by May 19" if you want to receive your early registraion
prize. To help facilitate and properly plan this event please fill out the registration form and submit with
payment and contact information.

Fetriry 2037 MINNESOTA TROOGPER 47



Make checks payable to:
Dayle Peterson or MSPTA Golf Tournament
Please submit to:
Dayle Peterson
Box 1866
Detroit Lakes, MN 56502
papeters@tekstar.com or call 218-841-3741

Address:

*Emall:

Mame: HDCP:

Address:

*Email:

Team you want to play with on Wednesday: [Optional)

INCENTIVES THIS YEARI

12 Major Hole Sponsors at 51000+ which will include:
2 Golfers, 1 night free lodging, and prizes exclusive to the tweblve Major Hole Sponsors.

18 Hole Sponsors at 5100+ which will include:
Sponsor Hole Recognition
A selection of the dinner choices will be sent/e-mailed oul later to participants

"Come early! Stay latel” Register early and Thumper Pond will honor thelr “Special Roem® rates for days prior tooor after
the event if you want to extend vour stay, 4 Water park passes are included with your room,

Call Dayle for complete details or get contact name and number and he will contact them,



We Are Baser

A logistics company that leverages old relationships for new clients
while doubling-down on the core values that made us
a leader in shipping.

(507) 258-5566
hello@baserfreight.com
325 Broadway Ave S, Rochester, MN 55904

Services
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Channel 5 is proud to salute the peacemakers of rime.
To the men and women of the Minnesota State Patrol Trooper’s Association,
we say Thank You!

ITNESS

NEWS

A dhivision of Hubband Broadensting, Inc,



