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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN rREPLY rEFER To QM 293 A-M

Cumings wells Bradley Al September 7 1932

Mrs Chester U Swain
The Crossways
Bedford Hdills HNY

Dear Madam:

Reference is made to the questionnaire recently ferwarded you,
making inquiry as to whether you desire to make a2 pilgrimage to the ceme-
teries of Europe during the summer of 1933, and inviting attention to the
fact that 1933 is the LAST YEAR for which the pilgrimages are authorized.
To date no reply has been received.

In order that your desires may be of record, and arrangements
made accordingly, it is requested you complete the form below by writing
in the space provided, your answers to the questions listed, sign your
name and raturn this letter in the enclosed envelope which requires no
postags.

1. Do you desire to make a pilgrimage ///:i§; r 4
in 19339 (Answer "Yes" or "No") 2/
2. Please state your age and condition Apa:
of health: Health:
3. Do you speak English?
4, What other language do you speak?
i c\\ — -
Sign Mre

NOTE CAREFULLY, THIS IS THE LAST CHARCI WHICH YOU WILL HAVE TO MAKE THE

PILGRIMAGE, AND THERE IS NO PROVISION OF LAW FOR A MONEY ALLOWANCE IﬂSTEﬁ&. &)

For The Quartermaster General, i R TS
Very truly yours, 2

— = - e

_4{ = ""_'f =

T CHAS. W, PIRTZ S R G|
Encl: Captain, Q. M. Corps
Env. Asslstant.




WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

N RepLy reFer To QM 293 A-M

T TR prp— i | Thnasy A . andy
Cuminm 311l Bradlsy { AM)

e

s Choster O Owain
e O

oy i N A
. & O T

ol L wos b o
Gl CI% HLALE N

Dear Madam:

The Act of Congress of March 2, 1929, as amended May 15, 1930, authorizes
pilgrimages to the cemeteries Of Europe during the years 1930, 1931, 1932 and 1933
for the mothers and widows of deceased members of the American forces who were 1lost
or buried at sea or whose remains are interred in Europe.

Your attention is particularly invited to the fact that this is the last
opportunity you will have to make the pilgrimage under the provisions of the above
mentioned Act. Unless you take advantage of this LAST chance to make a trip in
1933 you will receive no benefit from the Act. There is no provision of law which
will permit the Covernment to make a money allowance to any mother or widow who
does not choose to make the pilgrimage,

IT IS REQUESTED THAT YOU GIVE THE MATTER YOUR MOST CAREFUL CONSIDERATION
BEFORE REACHING A DECISION, BEARING IN MIND THAT THIS IS THE LAST OPPORTUNITY YOU
WILL HAVE TO MAKE THE TRIP AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE.

In order to assure proper and satisfactory accommodations for the mothers
and widows making the journey in 1033, reservations for steamship transportation
must be made by this office several months in advance., It is requested that you
answer the questions below by writing "Yes" or "No" or "Undecided" in the blank space
following the guestion. When you have answered the question, sign your name and re-
turn this sheet in the enclosed addressed envelope which requires no postage. PLEASE
DO NOT DELAY, as it is essential that the information be in this office promptly.

Thig letter is being sent to all eligible mothers and widows who did not
make the pilgrimage during the years 1930, 1931 or 1932, There is enclosed a circu-
lar of information WHICH YOU SHOULD READ VERY CAREFULLY BEFORE MAKING YOUR DECISION,

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,
CHAS, W. DIETZ,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
2 Encls. Assistant.

DO YOU DESIRE TO MAKE A PILGRIMAGE DURING THE YEAR 1933?

(Write answer here}

(8ign here)
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QM 293 A-¥
Cumings, Wolls Sredley (AM) July 20, 1931

Mrs. Chester 0, Swain,
The Crossweys,
Bedford Hills, H. Y.

Dear Madam:

Receipt is sclmowledged of your cormunieation of
July 15th, requesting that the remains of your som, the late
h;?umuandlch. be retwned to the United
s S8

It ig deeply regretied that you were not pleased
with the appeerance of the Aisne Marne Americen Cemetery



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

AN

IN REPLY REFER TO QM—?.QS"AM

Cumings,Wells Bradley Pvt (AM) M- July 13,1931,
i )
{;;fg
Mrs. Chester O, Swain, . -

The Crossways,
Bedford Hills, N,Y.

Dear Madam:

Arrangements are now being made for conducting pilgrimagee
during the year 1932 to the cemeteries in Burope under the provisions
of the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929, as amended.

To assure proper and satisfactory accommodations, reserva-
tions for steamship transportation required during the summer of 1932
must be made by this office not later than August lst of this year.
It is therefore desired that you answer the question below by writing
either of the words "Yes", "No", or "Undecided" in the blank space
following the question,

As soon as you have answered the question, please sign your
name and return this sheet in the enclosed addressed envelope which
requires no postage. Do not delay, as a prompt reply is essential.

This letter is being sent to all eligible mothers and widows
who did not make a pilgrimage at the expense of the Government during
1930 and are not making the journey in 1931.

For The Quartermaster General, 1

DO YOU DESIRE TO MAKE A PILGRIMAGE DURING THE YEAR 19327
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In this comnmection you

fiowérs may be placed upon the grave at any

“he domor and transplanted to appropriate
cared for there.

It is noted that on the oceasion of yowr last visit
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY REFER To QM 293 A-C

Cumings, ‘‘ells Bradley Aug. 22, 1929.
licd N A

l.—»\ b TR

.lﬂ‘tb

Mrse. Chester O. Swain,
The Crossways,
Bedford Hills, New York, N. Y,

Dear lM=dam:

The records of this office do not indicate that a reply has been
received to our communication dated Junme 12, 1929 making inquiry
concerning the name and address of the mother and widow of the deceased
service man above named. These addresses are desired with a view to
ascertaining the number of mothers and widows who desire to make a pil-
grimage to the cemeteries of Europe in which the remains of their sons
and husbands are interred. '

Will you please fill in the answers to the following questions
in the space provided on this letter, and return the letter to this office
in the enclosed envelope which requires no postage?

Write answers in space below

1. Is the deceased survived by a widow who
has not since remarried? If so, give her
complete address:

2. If he is survived by a mother, stepmother, 4/;Z,fCL?4;AL/O
mother thru adoption, or any other woman

who stood in loco parantlavto hlm accord-

closed Act, give hes
relationship in the 4?
: U
J e -f# R\
3. If survived by a wldud or d@ther o
desire to make the pilé?lmag ? :

For The Quartermag’

I
Very truly yours, %\9 g S

2 Incls. l |JOHN T. HARRIS,
Act. of Congress MéJor Q. M. Corps,

Envelope Assistant .



WAR DEPARTMENT
_FFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER G S
WASHINGTON :

N rErLy rerer To QM 293 A-C

June , 1929,
12

Cunings, Wells Bradley

Mrs. Chester O, Swain,
The Cressways,
Bedford Hills, Ner York, H.Y.

Dear Madam:

Your atiention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of
Congress approved March 2, 1928, entitled an Aet "To enable the mothers
and widows of the deceazed goldiers, sailors and marines of the American
forces now interred in the cemeteriss of Europe to make a pilgrimage to

thess cemeteries".
The records of this office show that you ars the mothor of the

late
Privets Wplls Bradley Cumings, 80th Cos 6th Reghe, US.i:0., whose
renins are nor interred in the Mene Marne Mmericmn Comstery, Delleau,
Msgne, New Torke
Will you pleage advise this office whether or not he is survived
by a widow who is entitled under the provieions of ths above guoted Act, to
make the pilgrimage, and if so, will you please furnish her full name and
addresg in order that action may be taken to extend invitation to her to
make the pilgrimags. Both mothers and widows are entitled to maks the pll-

grimags.

In the event your son was survived by a widow who has since re-
married it is requested that a statemsnt to that effect be made.

For your reply, yon may use the enclosed envelopes which reqguires

no postage.
For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
2 incls.
Act of Congress.
Envelope. JOHN T. HARRIS,

[ Major, @. M. Corps,
i Assistant.

. B



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

in REPLY REFER To OM 293 A-M

Cumings VWells Bradley AN September 7 1932

Mrs Chester O Swain
The Crossways
Bedford Hills NY

Dear Madam:

Reference is made to the questionnaire racently forwarded you,
making inguiry as to whether you desire to make a pilgrimage to the ceme-
teriss of Europe during the summer of 1933, and inviting attention toc the
fact that 1933 is the LAST YEAR for which the pilgrimages are authorized.
To date no reply has been received.

In order that your desires may be of record, and arrangements
made accordingly, it is requested you complete the form below by writing
in the space provided., your answers to the guestions listed, sign your
name and return this letier in the enclosed envelope which requires no
postage.

1. Do you desirs to make a pilgrimage
in 19332 (Answer "Yes" or "Ne")

2. ' Please state your age and condition Age:
of hsalth: Health:

3. Do you epeak English?

4, What other language do you speak?

Sign héra'
NOTE CAREFULLY, THIS IS THE LAST CHANC® WHICH YOU WILL HAVE TO MAKE THE

PILGRIMAGE, AND THERE IS NO PROVISION OF LAW FOR A MONEY ALLOWANCE INSTEAD.

For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,

CHAS. W. DIETZ,
Encl: Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Env. Aspistant.



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

in rePLY reFer To QM 293 A-M

Cwmings Vells Beadlay { Ant) ely 11 1oua
Mra Chipotor O Owailn
The Crossways
Bedford Hille WY

Dear Madam:

The Act of Congress of March 2, 1929, as amended May 15, 1930, authorizes
pilgrimages to the cemeteries Of Europe during the years 1930, 1931, 1932 and 1933
for the mothers and widows of deceased members of the American forces who were lost
or buried at sea or whose remains are interred in Europe.

Your attention is particularly invited to the fact that this is the last
opportunity you will have to make the pilgrimage under the provisions of the above
mentioned Act. Unleas you take advantage of this LAST chance to make a trip in
1933 you will receive no benefit from the Aet. There is no provision of law which
will permit the Government to make a money allowance to any mother or widow who
does not choose to make the pilgrimage.

IT IS REQUESTED THAT YOU GIVE THE MATTER YOUR MOST CAREFUL CONSIDERATION
BEFORE REACHING A DECISION, BEARING IN MIND THAT THIS IS THE LAST OPPORTUNITY YOU
WILL HAVE TO MAKE THE TRIP AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE,

In order to asaure proper and satisfactory accommodations for the mothers
and widows making the journey in 1933, reservations for steamship transportation
must be made by thiag office several months in advance. It is requested that you
answer the guestions below by writing "Yes" or "No" or "Undecided" in the blank space
following the question. When you have answered the question, sign your name and re-
turn this sheset in the enclosed addressed envelope which requires no postage. PLEASE
DO NOT DELAY, as it is essential that the information be in this office promptly.

This letter is being sent to all eligible mothers and widows who did not

make the pilgrimage during the years 1930, 1931 or 1932, There is enclosed a circu-
lar of information WHICH YOU SHOULD READ VERY CAREFULLY BEFORE WAKING YOUR DECISION.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,

CHAS. W. DIETZ,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
2 Enclse, Assistant.

DO YOU DESIRE TO MAKE A PILGRIMAGE DURING THE YEAR 1933?

(Write answer here)

(8ign here) B =t = =




QM 293 AsH
Cumingse, Wells Bradley (AM) July 28, 1931

Mrs. Chester O. S‘Iﬂln,
The Crosswaye,
Bedferd Eill.’ H. Y.

Dear Madam:

Reoeipt is acknowledged of your commmiestion of
July 15th, reguesting that the remains of your son, the late
Private Wells Bradley Cumings, be returned to the United
States.

It is deeply regretted that you were not pleased

with the appearance of the Aisne Marne American
where the remains of your son are imberred. The mejority of
the women whe have made pilgrimages to Europe have writtem
this office, commenting upon the beauty and simplicity of
the cemeteries. The plans for the cemeterics were drmwn by
competent landsespe architects and every effort been made
to make these ceometeries fitting resting places for the heroes

7. . Plower gardens, trees and shrubs have been
plased at sppropriate places and the graves merked with marble
crodses of uniform sise.

== ““when the bodies of American casualties of the World
War were ooncentrated inte permanent eemeteries, opportunity
was afforded the next of kin in each case to have the y re-
turned t¢ the United States or imterred in Burope. In ord

that the Symmetry and beauty of these cemeteries might not be
sontinually disturbed, the Seerstary of War ruled that ne

ehanges in disposition requests received om or after August 15,
1921, would be favorably considered.

In view of the fact that the remains of your som were
interred in Europe at your request, it is regretted to edvise
thet favorable consideration cannot now be given your request
%0 have his remains returned to this sountry.

For The Quertermaster Gemeral,
Very truly yours,
A. D, H0G



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON

] 0. AM—293—AM
%?ﬂhn’iﬁ',"f?e!w_ﬁ = Pyt (AM) M- July 13,1931,

Mrs, Chester O. Swaln,
The Crossways,
Bedford Hills, N,Y,

Dear Madam:

Arrangements are now being made for conducting pilgrimages
during the year 1932 to the cemeteries in Europe under the provisions
of the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929, as amended.

To assure proper and satisfactory accommodations,K reserva-
tions for steamship transportation required during the summer of 1932
must be made by this office not later than August lst of this year.
It is therefore desired that you answer the question below by writing
either of the words "Yes", "No", or "Undecided" in the blank space
following the question.

As soon as you have answered the guestion, please sign your
name and return this sheet in the enclosed addressed envelope which
requires no postage. Do not delay, as a prompt reply is essential,

This letter is being sent to all eligible mothers and widows
who did not make a pilgrimage at the expense of the Government during
1930 and are not making the journey in 1931.

For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
A. D, HUGHES,

Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.

DO YOU DESIRE TO MAKE A PILGRIMAGE DURING THE YEAR 19329 een d A
Write answer here

Sign here



WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE qfun'r:m_u-'ru GENTRAL
WASHINGTOMN

in mEPLY rEFen 1o QM 283 A-C

Cumings, Wells Bradley Pvb. (AM) M

nﬂy 5' 1951'

Mrs, Chester O, Swailn,
The Crossways,
Bedford Hills, N. Y,

Dear Madam:

vour attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Act of Congress
of March 24;1929, together with an amendment thereto, approved May 15, 1930.

ea
The zecords of this office show that you are the mother of
the deccaspd veteran named above and in order that plans may be completed for
conductingi%he pilgrimages, it ig requested you answer the following gquestions
by filling®out the blanks left therefor and return the letter to this office
in the enéﬁosed envelope which requires no postage.

b

w
e,

15 Dg yoégﬁesire to make this pilgrimage?

[ =]
g

2. Do you desire to make the pilgrimage
in the calsndar year 19317

2. Please give your age and state your Age
health. Condition of Health

4. Do you speak English?

5. What other language do you speak?

Por The Quartermaster General,

/’f' Very truly your
it v ¥ ¥ B,

2

‘,\

) 34 A. D. HUGHES,

Enclosures: Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Envelope Asgistant.
Act

Amendment



QU 293 A1
Cumings, Wells Bradley Pvi, 1764-M Qatober 16, 1930

bs' Ch“t“ 0. S\ﬂlin,
The Crossways,
Bedford Mills, N, Y.

Dezar Madem:

A reply has not been received to office letter of recent
date relative to the pilgrimage to the cemeteriss of Burope, author-
ized by the Act of Congress of March 2, 1929, as amended May 15, 1930.

The r»ecords of this office show that you are iSher
of the deceased veteran named above and in order that plans may be
completed for conducting the milgrimages in 1931, it is requested ybu
answer the following questions by fiiling out the bhlanis left therefor
and return the letter to this office in the enclosed envelope which
requires no postage.

2+ Do you desir: to moke tho pilgrimage
_in the ealendax year 19312
3. [Please give your age and state your Age
_health. Condition of health
4, Do you gp-&k,_ﬂnm ish?
B5e What other langusge do you spepak?

Por The Quartermaster Goneral:
Very truly yours,

A, D, FUGHES,

Bnels; Captain, Q. M. Corys,
Aet Mgsistant .
Amendment :

Bnvelope

30/150



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GINERAL
WASHINGTON

IN REPLY HEFER TO Q.u 293 A-M Jﬂy 10’ 19:‘30

Cumings, Wells Bradley 1764~k

¥ra. Chester C. Bwain
The Croasweys
Bedford Hills, N. Y.

Dear Msdam:

The Act of March 2, 1929 exciuded from its benefits thoss methers
and widows who had made former visite to the graves of their loved ones in
Europe. On May 15, 1930 that Act was amended to remove this restriction.
Thersfore, you are now eligible to make the pilérimage at the expense of the
Governmant .

arrangements are being made for cocnducting pilgrimeges during the
year 131, and to assure proper and satisfactory accommedstions, recervations
for steamship transportation during the summer cof 1931 must be made by this
office not later than August 1lst of this year. It is, therefore, deeirsd
that you answer the question below by writing the word "Yes” or "No" in the
blank space following the question. Wi B2
FQ\

A8 soon as you have answered the question, please sign your name
and return this sheet in the enclossd addressed envelope which reguires no
postage. Do not delay, as a prompt reply is essential.

This letter is being sent to all mothere and widows who have pre-
viously viesited their sons' or husbands' gravas, regardises of whether or
not they have expressed a desire to make thes pilgrimage.

For The Quartermaster General,

Very truly yours,.

4. D. HUGHES,
Captain, Q. M. Corps,
Assistant.

DO YOU DESIRE TO MAKE THE PILGRIMAGE DURING THE YEAR 1931°%
(Write answer here)

{Sign here)



September 12, 1929.

Deoar Madam: -
7\
Reeoipt is ecimowledged of lotter of recent

This office regrets the unfavorable impression of
Cemwteries in Burope reveived by you at the
mammhm-m»mmmwm

E

WELLS BRADLEY CUMINGS, Pwt,
.m VeS8 M0y = 2 Div,
HEW YORK - Jume 30, 1918,




S

It is noted that om the occasion of yowr last visit
in Jamary 1928, you were distressed beceuse shrubs which you

had ordered had been removed from the grave. Such action was

in seccordence with existing regulations which preclude the plaeing
of any trees, shrubs, vines or plants of suy charsster on burial
plots or grave sites or at the base of

time,
For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
JOHH T. HARRIS,
“j“" Qﬂ Mo "mﬁ
Sastant
VB/ome
=
“'\ 4
¢ 4
. .
%



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTORN

N REPLY merer To QM 293 A-C

Cumings, Wells Bradley Augs 22, 1929
1764

Mrse Chester Os Swaln,
The Crossways,
Bedford Hills, New York, N. Y.

Dear Madamg

The records of this office do not indicate that a reply has been
received to our communication dated Jume 12y 1928paking inquiry
concerning the name and address of the mother and widow of the deceased
service man above named. These addresses are desired with a view to
ascertaining the number of mothers and widows who desire to make a pil-
grimage to the cemeteriss of Europe in which the remains of their sons
and husbands are interred.

Will you please fill in the answers 1o the following questions
in the space provided on this letter, and return the letter tc this office
in the enclosed envelope which requires no postage?

Write answere in space below

1. Is the deceased survived by a widow who
has not since remarried? If so, give her
complete address:

9. If he is survived by a mother, atepmother,
mother thru adoption, or any other woman
who stood in loco parentis to him, accord-
ing to the terms of Section 4 of the en-
closed Act, give her name, address, and
relationship in the space opposite.

e e S i e = S— i e i e e i

3. If survived by a widow or mother does she
_depire to make the pilgrimage?

For The Quartermaster General,
Very truly yours,
2 Incls. JOHN T. HARRIS,

Act of Congress Major, Q. M. Corps,
Envelope Assistant,



WAR DEPARTMENT
FEICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GEM

WASHINGTON

b

v rerLy rerer To QM 293 A-C

Gumings, Wells Bradley Jone g0 1929

Mrs. Choster O. Swain,

The Crossways
Bedford Hills, Ner TYork, H.¥.

\

Dear Madam:

Your attention is invited to the enclosed copy of an Acl of
Congress approved March 2, 1929, entitled an Act “Tg enable the mothers
and widows of the decsased soldiers, sailors and marines of the American

forces now interred in the cemetsrise of Europe to make a pilgrimage to
these cemateries”.

iThe records of thig office show that you are the mother of the
late

Private Wplls m m' 80th Coe 8th Reghe, UeS.M.C., whosie
w.:ox:u;nswmm the Mane Marne Mmerican Cemotery, Bellesm,
» FEe

Will you pleass advise thias office whether or not he 1s survived
by & widow who is entitled undsr the provisions of tha above quoted Act, tC
make the pilgrimage, and if so, will you please furnish her full name and
address in order that acticn may be taken to extend invitation to her to
make the pilgrimage. Both mothers and widows are entitled %o make the pil-
grimage.

In the event your son was survived by a widow who has gince rTe-

married it is requested that a statement to that effect be made.
i

. For your reply, you may use the enclosed envelope which reguires
no postage.

]

» For The Quartermaster General,
i ':7': LN
R =
"c? ol ;ﬂ Very truly yours,
/T /OO
/ | s A ff&
; "r o ) ”F_. i)
2 incls. -\ == =
Act of C%res.’-‘ ;
[Envelope.™ 4 JOHN T. HARRIS, 7
f Major, Q. M. Corps, vy
' Agsistant.



ii 62(3 /B 1t na. -
Hdgrs., Amer ¥can G.R.S., Q.M.C. in B, 20, rus Molitor. Paris, France.
February 1, 1928. To: The Quartermaster General, Washington. D.C.

1. Zvery possible effort is being made to carry on the
construction work in connection with the erection of nermsnent headstones
at our cemeteries without damaging the lawns and tearing up the grave
areas more thaen is absolutely essential.

2, Concerning the removal of the shrubs which ilrs. Cumings
had planted under the cross-arms of the wooden cross over her son's
grave, the policy of this Service, based on instruections fram your
office, is to remove such shrubs at the time the nermanent marble crosses
are erected. These shrubs, other flowers and so forth, planted over
particular graves, are tagged with the name of the donor, transplanted
to appropriate massifs or flower-beds, and properly cared for there.

e Neitaer Mr. or lirs, Cumings have visited this office to
complain of the condition they found at their son's grave at the
Aisne-larne Cemstery.

6N X [~
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Colonel.
Chief.

K.J. H,
FEB 11928
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AMERICAN GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVYICE. QOM.C.. IN RUROPE
OFFICE OF THE CARETAKER
AISNE - MARNE AMERICAN CEMETERY
File Ko.: 995 Cumings, Wells Ba,Evia
BELLEAU, AISNE

denwmry 29th,1828,
Subject: Complaint on condition of cemeterya.

To: CHIEF, American Graves Registration Servléa, Q:lla Capln Europe,
20 me Lolitor, Faris, (Seim)a.

ls ¥r, & lrs, Cumings, Farents of the late Frivate Wells B,.Cumings,
Co. Ga 6th Regt. Larines, buried in grave #43, Row #6, Bloct 4. visited the grave
of their som, this date. They were wery much put out over the condition of the grave
and the cemstery in general, due to the construction of the mrble headstones. EBvery
effort was mde to consol them. lirs., Cumings visited the greve of ler son four years
ago, a2t the tire the burials were being mede, 2amd found the grave inm aproximtely
the same state as today.

2a Shrubs were planted two years ago under the cross arms of cross
mriing this grave and were recently talen up and planted in the mmssives, I ex~
plaired this to Lrs, Cumings and she could not understend why they could not remain
there amd would not listed to any explamations which I wanted to mke fo her.

S« Upon leaving, I had a few moments with Lir, Cumings and expl=ined
the situation to him end asked thet if ke md time to step in yowr offies, wiith an
effort to have them leave hore with = better view of the work goinmg on ani the reason

for existing conditions, but Lr, Cumings stated that mnothing could be dome to change
her and left.

-r’ﬂ_‘.“-r-

4, The above is called to your 3 tteR

parents vill make & report of some mture on by
poseible to getvitheir address in Parisy

as I am quite sure these
to tilm atafesa It wme im-

Superintendents

7
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FR
G.R.S. Form #114-B
- DATH;, . . o
‘}‘E,QJ'
1. NAME __Cummings, WeBsXAMly . SERIAL No.___ 3063442
. - P 5 ,( ¥ }ﬂ.l"\ \:._,
RANK_ Bwh . o ORGANIZATION - CO.&e6th RegtcMarines_ =
GRAVE LOCATION Prench Mil.Cty. Ia Ferte-sous-Jouarre (Se&.l) #8241
CTY. NAME NUMBER
----------------------------------------- 265.._.Amer.SeCo--—._ B
GRAVE ' ROW PLOT
G .
2. ORIGINAL BATTLE AREA GRAVE LOCATION <65 Fr Mil,Cem.#241 Le Ferte-sous-Jouurre
GRAVE COMMUNE pept. ( S=&-M3
COORDINATES | " P -
CONCENTRATED TO
DATE GRAVE ROW PLOT
"""""""""""""""""" cenEreRy T awonomeem .

Data concerning any identification found on remains when concentrated, such as
collar insignias, letters, broken bones, missing parts, etc.

Imprmation in paragraph 2 laken ftom Form 1.—#
SUBSEQUENT BEBURLALS | e
DATE GRAVE ROW PLOT CEMETERY
--------- l; ;’1-‘]-2"'” GRAVE; O WROW PLOT CEMETERY

SIGNATURE, AREA SUPERVISOR _ Wi r

‘ . - |
Aisne-lMsrne Amer.#1764, Belleau (Aisne). (fi{’ q

CEMETERY r



INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARATION OF FORM_114 B

1. Forms 114-B are to be prepared by Registration Branch in guadruplicate,
hree copies to be forwarded to Area Supervisor who will accomplish paragraph 2 and
return all three copies to Headguarters, American Graves Registration Service.

2. Paragraphs 1 and 3 will be accomplished by Registration Branch, Head-
guarters, American Graves Registration Service, Q.M.C., in Europe.

3. Paragraph 2 will be accomplished by Aera Supervisor from data on file
in his office.

4, 1If data is entered on Form 114-B from Form 1, Form 16, Form 1-A or Form
16~A, statment to this effect 11l be made on Form 114-B STATING WHICH G.R.S.
form data is taken from. If dta concerning co-ordinates is approximate and NOT
accurate, statement to this effect will be made on these forms.



G.R.S. FORM #114-A. STATIon____;_g__?_-_;*_i_:_t___'_’_uﬂ Jouarre,
To be prepared in triplicate. DATENov.17=23

REPORT OF DISINTERMENT, PREPARATION, SHIPMENT AND REBURIAL OF BODY

DISINTERMENT COMPARATIVE REPORT . ;
Records of G.R.S. Headquarfm Discrepancy found upon exhumation of body
- CMINGS, Wells B
1. Name Cumpdnegs-NeBe .\ . : . Name el llells R
2. No. 306342 f e e 11. No. i . o B
5. Rank  Pyte . ) gy — 12. Rank . il
, SwmE
4. Org-%o(}o.%.sth RegtMarimen ..o 1 18w OFguy [ ° oo L0 e
5. D.D.. June 30, "f{ Bem gm0l @) DiDs, i oy - o Kt 8
(6. G SROEETER. e S, (b) D.B. [y
Discrepancy found upon disinterment
7. Grave No. 285 . . Sec.____ Amer ... 15. Grave No. Sec. ...
8. (Blioitiee s B iensd. Rowi gl = o 165 Blot jwew - L. Row ____ .
9. k- up- —— 17. NOP@e  oooooiooceoieaeees
18. Cemetery Bpgneh Mile - oo 19. Commune or townh;-Ee;-.tensouanJonarre
20. Dept. or County Seine & Msrne 21. Country F_J;_gnqe___,_____,________ ., g FT0S
) e \‘:{ R‘E I

22. G.R.S. Hdqrs. Code No. . 241

23. Disinterred (Date) jovember 17=2l--- By IL.H.BEssart

24, Inscription on grave marker:

Name W . B.Cummings s Serial No.

Organization Go.a-ﬁth Regt Marines

B&ﬂk,_,_,..P,Vta _______ R g

5. Was identification disc found on grave marker? vYeg

SRS

PREPARATION

26. What other means of identification were on body? (If no disc or other means of
identification on body, give description of body in detail).
Bottle record W.B.Cumings Pvt. Co. Geo 6th warines

27. Condition of body Burlep pine box found under cross.

Badly decomposed racognit ion impmsiblece
28. Nature of burial . r.

29. Any dlscrepancy Nofed upon examination of body, as compared with G R.S. records
quoted above?.

30. Body prepared and placed in casket: Date WOVel7-Z1 . gyL.H.dagsart

31, Casket sealed by .. .. 1 " Massart. ...

Signature of Embalmer, (Supervisor) .

4 'm | 3;%/



SHIPMENT. (Show actual marking of box.)

"

Box No. -_c:1'6.7.60

32. Deeignation of body: RS
Wells B, CUMINGS
Name . WiBe-Oumminger - - ol Serial Mo. 306342
Rank _Bvd . Organization. Co,G,Bth,-Regt.Marines ___________

33.

34.

35.

36.

Consigned to:
0ffiger in bham

Cagket boxed and marke

d (Date)nov.17;21 ‘“"‘“'"'"'”'"TB‘"ﬁ:ﬂ;fnsmart'"’“"
I hereby certify that all the foregoing operations were conducted and
accomplished under my immediate supervision and that the report above
igs correct.

Signature of G.R.S. Inspector

- Brelratia 10BOY B Db e MOV - S5 e rag -

Remarks

37.

38.

39.

40,

41.

42.

43,

Convoyer -
v &

- = =L 1
el

QMG
Received at Railhead or Point of Concentration: Date “_“_ff%:_"_"_”_"___"
By G.R.S. Representative _ e
Shipped from Railhead or Point of Concentration: Date_ .
To Permanent Cemstery A PO - |
(Hame
Convoyer"_"_"_;Q;;V ___________________ Signature Shipping Officer v . orniiosesnsge
/ .
Received: Dat z. /‘?' E
L e /?2
G.R.S. Representative T ¥ ~_ _’?—4'__/_’, neq b el g ety 0w
Reinterred.. . OCt.11,1928,Alsne-Marne Cem.1764, Bﬁ—:‘:{gnmiana.),_.._,_
v (Date
Grave No._ _ °® 435 - P T - - o i o) ) (R . I
ewBLOCK .. A Row_________ . B
// / Ny
G.R.S. Representative ﬁT_ i /
"""""""" W;ﬁ.tiem"“"“"““*""1_
FR Lt. ,Chaplain,USA,

<0
.



G. R. S. Form, No- 16-A Place. %@ Ferte sous Jouarra

il

REPCRT OF DISINTERMENT AND REBURI

CUMINGS ) ‘Wells/ Be _ M ¥ i y
REMAINS OF. S MEENGE g Ve B ) ' SERIAL NUMBER ."0534"
: ; u. S 'mc.
RANK Pria i - ORGANIZATION Qo G268 h Reot Merihes ~- . 0. = N

Date. . ......ﬂgv_l...‘},.’z...z:]‘___r...........A.‘..._._.... e

Disinterred (date): yovember 17-21 From (give complete location) :  grawe 265

__row. b Cems 241, ..

By : Groap 3. : e — Unit il g gl L

Reburied (date) Octe. 11’1922 ]u (give complete ‘10_(:;]'tiulri) : G.'I.‘ 43 gBlOék ‘A,

.. Bow 6,Alsne-lMgrne Cem.1764,Belleau(Alsne) ... .
' 2 - Lined

rg'bu.rial. group _ Unit Nature of reburial ~Casket

By : Group =

%.

Report as to nature ol original burial and condition of hody upon disinterment :

L Pine box.. burlap found lnder orossa.. ... ... Sl Ly LR ARl i

.

...Badly decompo.sad recognition. . impossibles. ittt Dbl it bl S e

(@) ldentification tags : Buried with body > Yes.. ... -On grave marker?._. S S e
5F

(b) Other means ol identification found upon disinterment, and general remarks :

T 1 VU UE PO tOF SESUMUCIMES 0 N SN S SO S S S

G.

What does examination of hody show asregards the [ollowing wlentifying items'?
: 11 MAD' 2 3 412 13 14 15718

(@) Height [actual measurementyimpossible to determine

(b) Weight (estimated)i2possible to determine =
(¢) Hair—Color! impossible to determine
Quatitityimposgihle to.detormime. !\ o
(:]“"-""“"l""i"*'i'r'rftzoeai"ril‘a to determine .
i

(d) Hair on face—Color imsossibls to determine

Lacation impossible to-determing :
Quantity impogaible. to determing. .. i, 37|

(¢) Permanent inarks on body  (eld scars, peculiarities,

or missing parts) | . +0poEsible to detsrmine

\ =- R e
(/) Wounds or missing parts (received attime ol casualty)

impogcible to determine -

22

Disinterment
supervised hy

Reburial ' ,/.«?w
supervised by e
LeDe eys

Approved :

WeD.Claary
(Title) Lfe ,Cha;plaiai{USA. .

(



INSTRUGTIONS FOR THE PROPER COMPLETION OF 8. R. S. FORM NO. 16-A

Enter information, as noted below, on reverse side ol sheet in the corvesponding numbered
space. This [orm i3 supplemental to and is to be forwarded with G. R. s, orm 1-a, reporting
reburial locations. To be nsed in answer to Question 26, Form 114, in case no means ol identification
on hody.

1. Show soldier's name, serial Illllllln‘l rmk andorganization,and hy wolm disinterred and reburied.

2. Give date and accurate mlomnntmn' as to location from whiclh the body was disinterred
and the group and unit which made disinterment. :

3. Give date and accurate information as to location of reburial and the group and unit
which made eeburial. and how reburial was made—in casket, wobden box. ete.

. State to what degree decomposition has progressed, whether recognition is possible, and hiow the
]JO(I\ WHs ﬁl[tllthlll\ buried—in a casket, hax. hurl: 1P, ete. This statement \.,“““ld he as 'a(”“[‘ll‘_"l.b as
possible.

5. (a) State whether identification tags were found hurvied with body and on grave marker
by reporting “ Yes " or “ No "

(f) State whether or not body appears to haye been. a hospifal case. Were any identilving
articles found in or on body or grave ? List any personal effects. letters, money-order receipts,
and the like found on body or in grave. Give any and all information whieh it is thought might
he ol use in identitying the body, other than that tabulated under Item No 6.

G. Give all information as to body deseription and dental chart as nearly correctly as the
condition of the body will allow. Ttems (e) and (/) under the body description are very important
and shoudl e very complete. The dental chart is also very important -and should he filled in
with great care. There are 32 teeth to be accounted lor, as shown by the numbers on the chart.
Beginning at the middle line in hoth upper and lower jaws, the teeth are tarranged syimmnetrically
on either side and classed as ineisors (cutting teeth), cuspids or canines (tearing teeth)., bicuspids
(chewing feeth), and molars (principal chewing teetl). An examination should he made and
findings charted to cover the- following basic conditions : Lost teeth, erowned teeth, bridee
work, fillings, ecaries (cavities of decay), dentnres (plates), and any delormity of jwas found.

MISSING TEETH . . All teeth missing through previous
= extraction (not those Iractured or
displaced by recent wounds) should

be seratehed oul, thus :

CROWNED TEETH e Bloek ine solid the erown of tooth (lahel

PORCELAIN CROWN
gold, porcelain, or gold and poreelain), OLD CROWN
thus :

GOLD ano PORCELAIN BRIDGE
BRIDGE WORK e Bloek in solid the erown of tooth (label GOLD BRIDGE
gold hridge, goldand porcelain Ly idge)
thua : S
B)
! ILVER FILLING OLD FILLING
FILLINGS . - . Draw filling on tooth accurately as GOLD FILLING GOLD FILLING
possible (block in and. ]'lec'l @old, GOLDAEIELING
silver, cement), thus : v
CAVITY
: i DECAYED
CARIES (CAVITIES) Ontline lacation and size .ol eavity,
shade in thus:
[ ] Y
DENTURES (PLATES) Draw diagram of relative size and ‘shape of plate block in teeth attached and indicate
5 retaining clasps on natoyal teeth with the word *¢ clasp ™

7. Show name nl person supervising the disinterment and the name and title of the person
d]:pln\m” sane, :

8. sl name ol person supervising the reburial and the name and title of the person approving
sane,
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OFY IOF OF TH5 euans vr wan ouny iuls uw.m
France «
File No. Wovember 7th 1923,
SUBJECT @ Case of Brig.Gens James Fe. HeINDOE.
T0: The guartermaster Goneral,
Hunit ions Building,
'ﬂ'hmll ;Do
1 Referenae paragreph 1, your cable No., 1342 dated November

4th 1922, remains of Brigadier-Ceneral James Fs Mo YNDOK, Gen,Dir.of
Military “ngineering and Supplies H.508, will be exhumed from Grave 7,
Bloeck E, Row 28, Mewse-Argonne American Oemetery §1232, Romagne-gous=-
Montfaucon (Meuse) and permanently consentrated in simme~iarne American
Cometery #1764, Belleau {Alsme). When concentration in Alsne-larne
Cometery has been effected your offlee will be po advised.

2e Referange paragraph 2, yowr ocable Wo. 1342, Private Wells B.
CUMINGS, #306342, Compsny 8, 6th Regiment Marines is now buried in Crawe 43,
Block A, Row 6, Alpne-iMarne American Cemetery #1764, Bellean (Alsme}.

He Po HARBOLD
Chief.



Cumings, Wells Bradley, :. | Pvt, 306342
80th Co., 6th Regt., Marires.

L N

’ Dispositicn: Return of Remains,
Not desired.

Next of Kin: Florence Cumings, Rel Mother.
987 Madison, dAve, !
New York, New York,
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Washington, D.C.
Nove. 11th 1922,

lott, Paris 9:45 4,

The Adjutant General

No 988 November 9th

For Quartermaster General : Reference paragraph 2 your 1342, remains

241 Wells B. Cumings 71 now buried Grave 43 Block A.

Row 6 Aisne-Marne
Cemetery

Harbold

Mott.



In reply refer to: November 11, 1923, ——
293.8 C-R #9605

Mrs. Chester 0. Swain,

The Crossways,

Bedford Hills, N.Y.
Dear Madam:

The Quartermaster Genaral desires thet you be informed.that
the permeament grave of the late Private Wells Bradlqy_Cumimgg, 80th
GOIpénv, &th Marines, is No. 43, Block A, Row §, Aisne=Marne American
Cemetery at Belleau, Department of Alsne, France.

Thie.is sne of the permanent Americnn military cemsterics
te bo maintained by this Government in Burcpe, sSach grave will
be marked by a headstone of white marble, of suiteble design,
with neme, renk, organization, date of soldier's death and State
from which he cmme, The heedstones will be placed at all graves
in commection with the improvement work now in progress, &s égon
as possaible and without waiting for special sgtion or roduest om
the part of relatives.

In effecting pemoval, the utmost care and revercnge were
exacted and more then willingly accordad by those perfu;ming this
pacred duty, The érave of the deceased will be perpetually maine
tained by this Coverument in a manner befitting the last rysting
place of our heroes .

Very truly yours,
MAILED
H. J. CONNER,

3 D8
NOV 11 1922 Allillilnt’ . r\,&,ﬂrﬂ'



| ~ &g
In reply refer to: ' J{)\j-/
293.8 C-R #9605

November 11, 1922.

SUBJECT: Grave Location.

T0: Col. John McA. Palmer, Headquarters, General of the Armies,
Room 266, State, War & Navy Bldg., Washington, D.C.

1. Referring to the case of the late Private Wells
Bradley Cumings , 80th Company, 6th Marines, a cable has been
received from the Chief, American Graves Raegistration Service,
Q.M.C. in Furope, to the effect that the permanent grave loca-
tion of the deceassd is Grave #43, Block A, Row 6, Nisne-lMarne
American Cemstery at Belleau, Department of Aisne, France.

For the Quartermster General:

H, J. CORNER,
Assistant, n8

*t

MAILED

Nov 13 1922

G.R.5.



In reply refer to: A . A
293.8 C-R #9605 , e AN

November 11, 1922.

Generzl Palmer E. Plerce,

26 Broadway,

New York City, N.Y.
Dear 3Sir:

Referring to the case of the late Private Wells Bradley
Cumings, 80th Company, 6th Marines, the Quartermaster General
desires you to be advised that a cable has been received from
the Chief, American Graves Registration Service, Q.M.C. in
Europe, to the affect that the permnent grave location of
the deceased is Grave #43, Block A, Row 6, Aisne-Marne Ameri-
can Cemetery at Bellsau, Department of Aisne, France.

" Mrs, Chester 0. Swain, The Crossways, Bedford Mills, New
York, has this date been advised regarding the above.

Very respectfully,

H. J. CONNER,
Assistant. D8

'J:'R-fl’f'ﬁ
MAILED
NOV 11 1922

G.R.5.
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26 BROADWAY / pl -

NEW YORK

PALMER E.PIERCE

October 4, 1922,

Colonel E.E, Davis,
Executive Assistaat, G.R.S.,
War Department,

Washington, D.C.

My dear Colonel Davis:

I have before me your letter of October
3rd, and am pleased to note that you will publish in the press
a statement as to the final intements in the Mmerican cemetery
at Chateau Thierry. In this connection, I am going to take
the liberty of further advising that the article describe the
cemotery as it will be when completed. :

I amn led to this by a conversation I had
the other evening with a gentleman who had just returned from
BEurope, where he visited both the cemeteries at the Argonne and
Chateau Thierry. It seems that the contrast between the two
was 80 great that he was unfavorably impressed with the one at
Chateau Thierry, and was under the impression that the bodies
of our soldiers were still being taken from the latter cemetery
for shipment home, but that the government would not permit
further exhumations at the Argonne cemetery. It seenms
reasonabls to assume that his impression is the common one
obtained by American vieitors to these two cemeteries during
the past summer, and I believe it would be good policy for you
to try and correct the public misapprehension that may exist.

Tours very sincsrely

oy ,-'-lt) | o
_4{’ :/ // \j, é); St @ L e ;‘j (,,1’7" Tl /g\_.

)



Pile: 293.8 G=A (C-A #96(
Cumings, Pvt. WeB.

October 3,1922.

Genoral Palmer E. Pierece,

26 Broadway,
Hew York, N.Y.

Dear General:-

Your ietter of Jctobar 24,1922, is roceived and
noted. Notation of the change in the name and address of
Hrs. Florence Cumings, has been made on our records for
use in future correspondence.

Yowr suggestion with reference to publishing
notice of the accomplishment of final interments is a good
one and has been acted upole Please accept the thauks
0f thoe Department for your interest. £he main object of
the Graves Registration Service is, as you Know, to allev-
iate, as much as it is humanly pessible, the sorrows of
the relatives of our here dead.

For the Quartermaster Gemerals

P

E.Z.Javis
Zxecutive assistant, Gededs

lirg Chester 0. Swain
The Crossways,

NeT Ta
Bedford Hills, 0CT 3-1922
New York,

Yormerly lirs Florence Cumings. G.R.5.



26 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

PALMER E.PIERCE October 2, 1922.

File 293.8 C.A. #9605
Cumings, Pvi. ¥.B,

Colenel E.E. Davis,
Executive Assistant, G.R.S.,
War Department,

Washington, DG,

My dear Colonel:

I anm just in receipt of your letter of September
30th in regard to the burial of Private Wells Bradley Cumings,

80th Company, 5th Marines.

I note in it that you speask of the mother as lrs.
Florence Cumings, and wish %o inform you that she has married’
again and her name and address is Hrs. Chester 0. Swain, The
Crossways, Bedford Hills, New York.

Mrs., Swaln is very anxious to get early information
of the accomplishment of the reburial of her son, and I suppose
she is but one of many mothers whose hearts are torm by the
necessity of disturbing the remains of their boys and who are
anxiously awaiting the information that pemanent burial has
been accomplished. On this account, I suggest that cable di-
rections be sent that as soon as the reburial is completed, the
War Department be infommed and that the matter be published in
the press,

Please be assured that anything you do will be
very much appreciated.

Yours sincersly,
e ; }ﬂ ,, /..
Mt .

v ume |l 7D - S
X 298,88 Piee Vatpm. G



2938 C=.. 9
Cuﬂﬁ.ﬁgﬂ, P’ta Ti-.)o)

September 30,1922,

General Palmer E. Pierce,
26 Broadway,
New York, H.Y.

Lear General Pierce:-

Your letter of September 27,1922, with reference
to burlal of Pvt. Wells Bradley Cumings, 80th Co., 6th Marines,
is received and noted. Advice of new grave location of this
soldier has not been received. If you will refer to letter of
Captain Wymnne of June 27,1922, you will note that cable advice
from Europe stated that permanent reburial would be effected
about September 30th. Advice of this permanent reburial will
be transmitted by mail.

While it is probable the reburial has been ac-
ccmplished, or will soon be accomplished, this final report
has not been received. Promptly after receipt of the informs-
tion, it will be transmitted to the mother, Mrs. lorence Cum-
ings, and I have also noted on the case that you be advised.

Very truly yours, "

EeE.Davis, N
Executive Assistant, (.R.5.

- MAILED

G' R- 5\,



26 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

PALMER E.PIERCE
September 27, 1922.

Mr. E.E. Davis,

Graves Registration Service,
Office of the Q.M.G.,

War Department,

Washington, D.C.

Wells Bradley Cumirgs,
Dear Sir: 80th Company, 6th Marines,

{(Your file 293.8 C-a)

Continuing previous correspondence in regard to
Wells Bradley Cumings, 80th Compeny, 6th Marines, I am anxious
to ascertain whether or not the reburial of this soldier has
as yet teken place, The uncertiainty and suspense is proving
very trying to this boy's mother, and I shall appreciate your
early advice as to the exact present status of the case. If
Private Cumings' body has not yet been reinterred, will you please
inform me when this is to be accomplished.

Thanking you for your attention to this matter,

Yours very truly, .

.ﬂu
- . ‘i | .
L ] "

(W)
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A
, COMPILA1 ON OF DISPOSITION o&gwms DATA /gt l—
e l/mf’V' ‘Pile #9605 1 g
L ]

1. Locarion Inpex CARD:

~ ‘J-—_'-i’-:-ﬂ-—-i ---------- TYP._-.E.K _____ -
(%) Rank __Pvte oo Organization _CO0sf s §§_h__l':{_?'f}§§_“.3_? ........
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NMC-840-Aal
2000-559-DQM Pa.-8-13-20

108844 -AB-25-hmm

Washington, January 15, 1921.

From: The Major General GCommandant.

To's The Chief, Cemeterial Division, Office of Quar-

termaster General of the Army.

Subject: A.E.F. dead: Confirmation or revision of G.R.S.

record of disposition status.
Reference: Form No. 124, File No. 9505_

dated  1=-123-21

Case of Wells Bradley CUMIINE, 306342, Private,

80th Co. 6th Marines, 241-71.

1., It is requested that the remains of the above-named man

be disposed of as follows:

DISPOSITION: Reqv.}gst remaing left in FPrancee.

—_—

CONSIGNEE: Name s o

Address e

Relationship: . Mother, .

Address: 987 Madison Ave.,

Hew York, No¥.

REMARKS ¢ .

AY

L%, Coldnel, V.8, 6,
Asst. Adjutant & Inspector.s

By
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For location grave of:

Cumigings, W.B.

Last name. Serial No. First name

Rank Org. Date of death
5/30/21.
Date of request._ {““{ ___________

Rec’d. by__gMi.--.
(Initials) Other information:

______________________________________________________________

Location of grave Country

¥241. French Mil, Cty,

Céméfgry A-Goéﬁﬁhé-(ibwﬁTlﬁéﬁ{:
LaPerte-sous- Jouarre,B-et-ii

Furnished by______
(Initials






NN Refer to this
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(Office) Nooio S
INGUIRY
Request by_.. Mre Lord,
Buropean address

Relationship to dec'dFriends
For location grave of:-

Lasgt name Serial No. First name

Pvte C0.G, 6th Marines.

Rank org. "Date of death

Cemetery | Commune (town) Dept.,
French Mil. Cty. S-et-=I

Furnished by____._____ Date_____ ...
(Initials)
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R93.£ ~A #9605 ( Cumingd, Pvt.Cumings,Vells Bradley
80th Co. 6th Marines)

July 13,1922,

Generzl Palmer B. Pierce,
26 Broadway,
Hew York, .Y,

Deur Benoral Pierce:-

HReferring to your letter of July 11,1922, addressed
to Col. John Med.Palmer, and to telephone comversation of this
date, 1 huve to advise you replying to your gueries in order.

1. ko question as to the identity of the body of Prt.
Wells bracley Cumings appeers or the rocords of this office.

s The bedy is belng held for permunent burial until
certain grading and other improvesents now under way &t the
cemetery ean reach such & stage of completion as will enable
reinterment.

The Afsre-larne cemetory was locuiod during hostil-
ities. It was temporarily beautified as much as possible but
later was marred by exhumations for return to the United States.
4 plan for this and other permancnt cemteries was made sfter
consultation with representatives of the Federal Fine Arts Com-
mission, Gener:l Pershing, General Rogers and other officers
which will put the cemetery in the sace gemeral olass as nation-
al cemeteries at home. This work is mow in progress and as &
section is completed reburials follow.

S« It is not the intention to make burial of remsins
of soldiers an occasion of great ceremony. Funeral services are
held from time to time as reburials are made. Chaplains have
been detalled for this duty at each of the permanent cemeteries.

4. 1t is not possible to give the exsot date of reburial
of individual bodies. The inforwation already giveni that the re-
mairs of Prt. Cumings will be reburied on September 30,1922, is
as near that date as can now be predicted in view of the distance
this work is from this country and the unforseen e¢ireumstunces
which might arise to modify progress. -



1t is very much regretted that a clerical error should
have delayed delivery to you reply of -this office of July Bth
to your letter of June 27th but since you have received it and
the inquiries in your letter to Colonel Palmer uare answered
above, . trust that everything is now clear. Should you desire
further inforsation, it will be cheerfully furnished.

For the Quartermaster Ceneral:

FeEe LAVIES
Executive assistant, Q.R.8.

MAILED
JUL 13 1999

Go R. S‘. 2



2‘.(?,

1o 7

26 BROADWAY {“._-‘ ol " Ry - P
NEW YORK i ol ©

PALMER E.PIERCE

July 11, 1%z2.

Colonel John Mci. Pslmer,
Office, Ceneral of the Ammies,
Washington, D.C,

My dear John:

I am enclosing & copy of a letter I wrote Ceptain Wymnne
of the Cemeterial Diviaion, Graves Registration Bureau, on June 27th,
in regerd to the body of Wells Eradley Cumings, who died from wounds
received at Chateau Thierry while & private of the 80th Compmny, 6th
Marines. No answer has been received from this letter, and the
parents of this boy are anxious to secure, #s soon as possible, in-
formatiop that will permit them to meke their plans. They are dis-
cussing going to Europe for the ceremony, if there is to be one, on
or about September 3Cth. In my letter I asked whether the Govermment
would permit the body to be sent home. I think the mother has been
persuaded to allow the body to remwin in France, so that it is not
necessary to await snswer to this question any longer.

The parents cannot understend why the bvodies of these
soldiers have been removed from their resting places send piled up in &
temporary building, awaiting pemsnent burial. Their uneasinese of
mind ie increased by the fact that the Major im Charge of Eelleau
Wood Cemetery told their friends who visited the place last June, that
the body of Wells Bradley Cumings was there, "awsiting orders.”

I am going to encroach s&gain on your good mature to ask
you t¢ secure from the Cemeterial Division, answers to the following
guestionss

l. Is there any question &8 to the identification of the WO
body of Wells Bradley Cumings?

2. Why is the body being held for permanent burial until
about September 30th?

A
_ » =
3¢ Is it the intention to make the burial cf the remains/ »u~” --°
of these soldiers the occasion of a great ceremony? ok Y . )
.‘_-l\ L
E o G
4, Is it possible to give the exact date of the reburial |/ \ -

and eny advice as to the desirability of relativee
being present?

The first question ie asked, btecause it was my under=
standing that in & report of the case, the identificstion number given
with the name "Wells Bradley Cumings* was not the same as the one



-2-

previously sent his mother. To me it seems impossible thet there shculd
be any mistake in ldentification, since the boy died in hospitsl in the
rear of the lines, and if therewas &n error, it probably cen be explained
as & clerical one.

You will understand that I feel under the necessity of
appealing to you for help in getting a prompt answer io these questions,
I feel that Captain Wynne should have replied before this to the inguiries
of June 27ths The continued abeence of definite information is giving
& geod deal of distress= especially because the parents desire to come
to & decision whether or not to sail for Europe in time for the ceremony,
if there is to be ons.

I will appreciate it very much if you or your secretary
could get the information desired and telephone me- Broad 2220- by four
o'clock tomorrow, Wednesday, afternoon. If you do this’,"pfease have
the telephone charges reversed.

Y ours very sincerely,

encle /Zéﬂa&f t'; //,,é" $£7

P-=h
-
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June 27, 1922.

Cuptain Charles J. Wynne,
Cemeterial Division,

:raves Registration Bureau,
Washington, b.C.

My dear Captain Wynne:

I have just received through Coionel Palmer's
office, a copy of the cablegram which was sent you from Frunce
in regard to Wells Bradley Cumings. The mother of this boy
is very much distressed over the removal of his remains from the
French cometery at La Ferftes However, I am trying 1o convince
her that it is much betier thet this be dones Will you kindly
assist in this by sending me, i{ possible, photographs of the Belleau
Wood Cemetery, and such information as you may have that will emn-
lighten her on this subject.

Her peuace of mind is also disturbed becuuse
of the taking of the remains of her boy from its grave aud piling it
up with hundreds of others while awvuiiing permanent turial. Can
you give me anything that will help convince her that this is not a
sacrilgge t at could easily huve been avoided.

She is now considering whether or not to ask
that the body be sent home. Will the ygovermment do this on her
request at this late date? In view of all the circumstances in
the case, it may be possible, but I should like to have some
autoritative information on the =subject, which, if necessury, I may
communi cate to her.

dincerely yours,

P-h



253.8 G4 ( “vt.Cumings,Vells Bradley
.Jth Cp., 6th Marines.)

July 8,1922. I

ir. Palmer E. Pierce,
20 Broadway,
Hew York, Li.Y.

Dear Sir:-

Your letter of June 27th is received and is being
answered by the undersigmed because Captain Wynne has been
relieved from duty intthis office and assigned to another
station. :

Coneerning your inquiry in regard to photographs
of the permament Alsne-Marne American cemetery at Belleau
Wood, you Can secure puotugraplis of this ecemctery, 6" X 8"
at a cost of 15¢ apiece, by addressing Officer in Charge,
Photogr.phic Section, Signal Corps, GeBeday 18th and Vir-
ginia Ave., Washington, D.C.

“here has been no sacrilege committed in the ro-
moval of the remeins of Pvt. Wells Bradley Cumings, 80th Cos,
§th Marines, nor in the manner in which they are being held
for reinterment. Upon exhumation the remains were bhandled
by professionsl undertakers, prepared in the best possible
wanner, placed in a beautiful casket and transporteua to the
permanent dmerican cemetery where they are to be reburied.
All this work was done under the supervision of officers of
the Army, former comrades of the men who had givem their
lives in the service of their country.

The bond of comradeship, in the military service
is, perhaps, the strongest that exists between men with the
possible exception of the family tie and it is not to be
credited, for a moment, that the Graves Hegistratiom JService
officers would permit any but the mcst reverent and respeet-
ful conduct towards the mortal remains of their former broth-
ers-in arms. %o, also, as to conditions under which remains
are temporarily held until their final resting place can be
suitablp prepared. Bach is in a casket draped with the flag
and under guard of honor at all times.



The Department is in recelpt of many letters from rela-
tives who have visited these cemeteries in person znd without
exception they express sutisfaction with the conditicns found
and appreciation of the honors extended to the bodies of our
heroic dead awaiting final interment.

1t is now too late to return the remains of Pvt.Cumings
at Government expense. The Secretary of War decided, that after
dugust 15,1921, no changes in requests would be received. This
was necessary in order that the work might be completed and the
final arrangement of each cemetery settled.

You may assure the mother of this late soldier, that
the Department is honored in that she has confided the remains
of her hero son to its keeping and holds this confidence as a
sacred trust. It will be its solemm duty to fittingly care for
the grave of this iute soldier so long &8s cur Guverument endures.

For the Quartermaster CGeneral: "1:4;/15;)

BE. Z.DAVIS M
Executive Agsistant, G.R.S.

MAILED
JUL 8 1922
G.RS.

2
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PALMER E.PIERCE
June 27, 1222,
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0 “A1Q |e9jeWeY ‘papiooey

Captuin Charles J. Wynne,
Cemeteriaul Division,
Graves Registraticn Buresu,
¥ashington, D.C.

My dear Captain Wynne:-

I heve just received through Colcnel Falmer's *~ D ¢
office, & copy of the cablegram which was sent you from France i i
in regard to Wells Bradley Cummins.  The mother of this boy J~< o
is very much distressed over the removal of his remeins from \-"}"'\,N; -
the French cemetery et La Ferte. However, I am trying to &
convince her that it is much bstter thet this be done, Will
you kindly &esist in this by sending me, if possible, photographs
of{ the Belleau Wood Cemetery, anc such information as you may Q\\
have that will enlighten her on this subject, S TN
S
ler peace of mind is &lsc disturbed becauss of )"“‘?
/" 4he tuking of the remaine of her boy from its grave and piling =) (™~
it up with hundreds of others while awaiting permanent burial, Q_\.WF
| Can you give me anything that will help convince her that this
ig not & sacrilege thst could essily have been avoided, g
She is now considering vhether or not to ask ’ @J

thet the body be sent home., Will the government de this on A
her request at this late datel In view of ell the circumstances = §~:§
in the case,it may be possible, but I should like to have some \
authoritetive information on the subjsct which, if necessery,

I may cemmunicate to her.

Sincerely yours,

o

/



June 27, 1922.
293.8 C-R #9805 (Cumings, Wells Bradley, Pvi.) Cty. 241 < Sht,

General Palmer E. Pierce, 26 Brosdwmay, New York City, N.Y.

Location of remains.

1. Referring to the case of the late Private Wells
Bradley Cuminge, 80th Company, 6th Marines, you are ad-
vised that a cable has been received from the Chief,
Americsn Oraves Registration Service, Q.M.C. in Burope,
to the effect that the remains of the deceased are &t
the American Cemetery of the Alene-Marne at Belleau,
Department of Aisne. Permsnent reburial of the body
will be effectdi about September 30th.

For the Quartermaster General:

CHARLES J. WYNNE,
Asngistant .

JUN 271929
G.R.S.

71.



EHH G GRAM o

RADIO Received at the War Depariment .
Washington, D.C..June 22, 1922,
9:55 A.ll,
From Mott, Paris.

142 oC To The Adjutant General.

Number 874 June 2lst
(Par.l.) For the Quartermaster General.
Your 1235 paragraph 1, remains 241 Wells Bradley

Cumings 71 in Belleau morgie. Permanent burial will

e e

be made that cemetery about September 30th.
e R N At
ety ey

Motte

Copies to: Graves Registration Servige, Action & Report
to Bel. & Cable Branch,
Room 2222, within 5 days.

X
\/M/—D:é\?- al L

REC
JUN2 6822

Caaver Regration S
Anit Broneb



Sent as Cablegram

NO. 1235.

WAR pEPARMENT

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERUASTER GEIIZRAL

Washington, D.C. C=R #950
DRAFT OF CABLEGRAM HQLOS

Ti-anamittal by the Adjutant General Requested

He L. Rogers,
Guartermaster General,

Paragraph No, 1 Sent from File No,
Date  June 16, 1922,
6/17/22. (1) Received back

]
o
L 1]

Military Attache,
Amembassy, Paris.
FOR RETHZRS: Advise present grave location

241 Wells Bradley Cumings 71

e T
i -

Copies to: Graves Registration Service, Informtion &
Guidance.

o
le
o]
K<



' #9605

GABIEGRAM
OFFICE OF THE QUARRERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.0. 0-B- #9650

June 16, 1922,

0

Military sttache,
Ameubassy, Paris.

FOR ERJHERS: Advise present grave location
241 Wella Bradley Cumings 71

H. J. Conner, o
Gmt . .Q.t em:- 9 Bﬂ
In Charge JAdM.DivVeo G.Re 8.

%ﬂ Ao :/L :?'f‘#i AN (" ¢ 6//?/ 7 1

- 1

»T >



g Juna 10, 1921,
293,8 Cem, #9605 (Cwmings, Wells B,, Frivate)
The ‘uartermaster General, U, ©, Ammy, (Cemeterial pivision)
Nr, John B. Cummings, 702 Insurance Bullding, Roohesier, N, Y,

2
Oase of Private Wells B. Cummings, '//é ’,P 7
' F4

1, In reply %o your letter of May 51, 1921, ym are
advised that we have taken the liberty of forvarding the
same to the Marine Carps Headguarters, inasmch as
correspondence pertaining to doceased marines is handled

by that headquarters.
By suthority of the juartermasier General:

iR CHARLES Je VYNHHE, JEW
G&ptﬂu. Qs H. 0,.

RIAHLED

LR S

JUNT 11991
GaR"BH

/L'géﬁ‘



May 31, 1921.

Cemeterial Division
Quartermaster Genergl's Office
Munitions Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I a m not sure whether you have on file
the wishes of the next of kin of my brother,
Pvt. Wells B. Cumings, 80th Co. 6th U. S. Marines,
whose body is in the cemetery of la Ferté-sour-
Jouarre, France, but I wish tc state for his
mo ther that she does not wish his body brought
home.

If this does not coincide with instructions
you already have, please see thot the proper persons
in France are notified immediately.

Very truly yours,
John B. Cumings,

JBC : 1.

rln.



G. R. S. Form #124 REGISTRATION SECTION File No., ... f/f’éy ________

Disposition Status - GRAVES REGISTRATION SERVICE
OFFICE MEMORANDUM. - CEMETERIAL DIVISION OSPSS Ref. No. 4245/&:"11k1
S ' FOLIOW-UD NO: .civrecsecrcnsessrvsns
To: Inquiry Section.
From: Overseas Project Sub-Section.

....................

24/-
I. GENERAL INFORMATION on Cemetery No (f‘u,rnished by: 7;1'6 t /5, ) (date - 5’-.2‘

/’

Data sent Overseas ."é{? ..............

.................................................................................................

., S04k

II. 7 AR e DR e
The following information was abstract'ed (Date) (,_3_,2.1 ......
______ SOQR?E ¢ QLKf L Clk. |in OFFICE
A, G, O._?ardq ___________ ] B Shppg.Inquiry(sent. ..o, )
D SN To
G.R.S. Corresp. OSP S-S Corresp.(see Remarks.)
relative to disp.

DESIRES as to Disposition.

RETURN
Name of Relative REMAIN SPECIAL
N. C. Pvt. Int.

Widow

Children (Name oldest first)

Father
Mother
Brothers

Sisters

Body 10 B8 BRIPPRA 0 o mosimrmsmems st mreriiem sy

. was shipped (Date) .

sl

#3540, fai




