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¥iss Margaret E. Griffin,
390 Qak Street, :
Passaic,

Hew Jersey-.




/ TELEGRAM

August 13, 1940

My dear iMiss Griffins
The President has asked me to ac~
knowledge the receipt of and to thank you for
your kind letter of August eighth. He wants
you to know that your friendly thought in writ-
ing and sending the medal which you were good
- gnough to enclose is indeed appreciated.

VYery sincerely yours,

M. A. LeHand
PRIVATE SECRETARY

¥iss Margeret E. Griffin,
390 Qak Street, :
Passaic,

Hew Jersey.
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Tae time has arrived for the world of humanity to hoist
the standard of the oneness of the human world, so that
solidarity and unity may bind together all the nations of
the world, so that dogmatic formulas and superstitions may
end, so that the essential reality underlying all the religions
founded by the Prophets may be revealed.

That reality is one.

It is the love of God, the progress of the world, the one-

ness of humanity.
That reality is the bond which can unite all the human
COPYRIGHT 1930 BY race.
BAHA’I PUBLISHING COMMITTEE That reality is the attainment of the benefits of the most
great peace, the discarding of warfare.

That reality is progressiveness, the undertaking of the
colossal tasks in life, the oneness of public opinion.

Therefore strive, O ye people! and put forth your efforts,
that this reality may overcome the lesser forces in life, that
this king of reality may alone rule all humanity.

Thus may the world of mankind be reformed. Thus may
a new springtime be ushered in and a fresh spirit may re-
suscitate mankind.

The individuals of humanity, like refreshed plants, will
put forth leaves and blossoms and fruit, so that the face of
the earth will become the long promised and delectable
paradise, so that the great bestowal, the supreme virtues of
man will glisten over the face of the earth. Then shall the
world of existence have attained maturity.

This is my message.

—’Abdu’I-Bahd.

Prinied in the United States of America by
J. J. LITTLE AND IVES COMPANY, NEW YORK [ 5]



Truk civilization will unfurl its banner in the midmost
heart of the world whenever a certain number of distin-
guished sovereigns of lofty aims—the shining exemplars of
devotion and determination—shall, for the good and happi-
ness of all mankind, arise with a firm resolve and clear
vision to establish the cause of Universal Peace. They must
make the cause of Peace the object of universal consulta-
tion, and seek by every means in their power to convene a
conference of the governments of the world. They must
conclude a firm treaty, and establish a covenant the pro-
vision of which shall be sound, clear and definite. They
must promulgate it to the world, and cause it to be ratified
by the unanimous decision of the whole human race.

This great and noble undertaking—the real source of the
tranquillity of all the world—should be regarded as sacred
by all who dwell on earth. All peoples and nations should
bend their efforts to insure the stability and permanence of
this supreme Covenant. In this universal treaty the limits
and frontiers of all nations should be definitely fixed, the
principles underlying the relations of governments expressly
stated, and all inter-governmental agreements, relation-
ships and obligations ascertained and clearly set forth.

In like manner, the size of the armaments of every gov-
ernment should be strictly limited, for if the preparation
for war and the fighting forces of any government advance
and increase, the suspicions of other governments will be
aroused. The fundamental principle underlying this solemn
Agreement should be so fixed that if one of the govern-
ments of the world should later violate any one of its pro-

[7]




visions, all the governments on earth would arise to reduce
it to utter submission, nay the human race as a whole should
resolve with every power at its disposal to destroy that
government. Should this greatest of all remedies be applied
to the sick body of the world, humanity will assuredly re-
cover from its ills and will remain safe and secure for all
B e

A few, unaware how much man can do if he will but try,
regard this matter as really impracticable, and even beyond
the range of human ability. Such is not the case, howlever,
On the contrary, thanks to the unfailing grace of the Lord,
to the loving-kindness of the favored of God, to the extraor-
dinary endeavors of wise and capable souls, and to the
thoughts and ideas of the peerless leaders of the times, noth-
ing whatsoever can be regarded as unattainable. Nothing
short of the highest endeavor and the firmest determination
can possibly achieve this end. Many a cause, which past ages
have regarded as a mere dream and fiction of the fancy, has
proved in these days to be practicable and easy of achieve-
ment. How then can this most great and lofty cause—the
day-star in the firmament of true civilization and the cause
of glory, the advancement, the well-being and the success
of all humanity—be regarded as an impossibility? Of a
surety, the day will come when its beauteous light shall
illuminate the assemblage of man—'Abdw’l-Bahs: The
Secret of Divine Civilization.

[8]

INTRODUCTION

Ever since public consideration of world peace was aroused
by Woodrow Wilson in 1917, the peace movement has
steadily broadened to include all countries and deepened in
awareness that more than political and economic factors are
involved. Few now fail to recognize that an effective peace
program must pOSSess spiritual sanctions above the re-
sources of any civil legislature, as well as elements of social
transformation outside the realm of religious creeds.

Thoughtful students of current world affairs are conse-
quently prepared as never before to appreciate the signifi-
cance of that universal conception of peace found in the
writings of ’Abdu’l-Baha.

No brief excerpt will do justice to a body of writings
emanating from a life (1844-1921) so vitally related to
the manifold movements of the age, but the two letters
reprinted in this booklet serve at least to outline those prin-
ciples which *’Abdu’l-Bahd promoted as essential steps in the
attainment of the ideal upheld by Bahd'w’lldh, the oneness
of mankind.

It has been the experience of many people in all parts of
the world that knowledge of *Abdu’l-Bahd’s writings draws
one closer to the soul of the new age than acquaintance with
any other modern thought can do. His words reflect an
established attitude toward life from which every form of
prejudice has been banished and which corresponds to those

aspirations common to all nations, races and creeds.
Horace HoriEY

New York City
November 14, 1029

[o]



UNIVERSAL PEACE

A LETTER WRITTEN BY 'ABDU L-BAHA TO THE
CENTRAL ORGANIZATION FOR A DURABLE
PEACE, THE HAGUE, DECEMBER 17, 1919

Translated by Shoghé Effendi, Dr. Zia M. Bagdadi, Mirza
Lotfullah Hakim and Dr. J. E. Esslemont.

O ye esteemed ones who are pioneers among the well-wishers
of the world of humanity!

The letters which ye sent during the war were not re-
ceived, but a letter dated February 11th, 1916, has just
come to hand, and immediately an answer is being written.
Your intention deserves a thousand praises, because you are
serving the world of humanity, and this is conducive to the
happiness and welfare of all. This recent war has proved
to the world and the people that war is destruction while
Universal Peace is construction; war is death while peace
is life; war is rapacity and bloodthirstiness while peace is
beneficence and humaneness; war is an appurtenance of the
world of nature while peace is of the foundation of the re-
ligion of God; war is darkness upon darkness while peace is
heavenly light; war is the destroyer of the edifice of man-
kind while peace is the everlasting life of the world of
humanity; war is like a devouring wolf while peace is like
the angels of heaven; war is the struggle for existence
while peace is mutual aid and co-operation among the
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peoples of the world and the cause of the good-pleasure of
the True One in the heavenly realm.

There is not one soul whose conscience does not testify
that in this day there is no more important matter in the
world than that of Universal Peace. Every just one bears
witness to this and adores that esteemed Assembly because
its aim is that this darkness may be changed into light, this
bloodthirstiness into kindness, this torment into bliss, this
hardship into ease and this enmity and hatred into fellow-
ship and love. Therefore, the effort of those esteemed souls
is worthy of praise and commendation.

But the wise souls who are aware of the essential rela-
tionships emanating from the realities of things consider
that one single matter cannot, by itself, influence the human
reality as it ought and should, for until the minds of men
become united, no important matter can be accomplished.
At present Universal Peace is a matter of great importance,
but unity of conscience is essential, so that the foundation of
this matter may become secure, its establishment firm and its
edifice strong.

Therefore His Holiness Baha’wll4h, fifty years ago, ex-
pounded this question of Universal Peace at a time when he
was confined in the fortress of Acca and was wronged and
imprisoned. He wrote about this important matter of Uni-
versal Peace to all the great sovereigns of the world, and
established it among his friends in the Orient. The horizon
of the East was in utter darkness, nations displayed the ut-
most hatred and enmity towards each other, religions
thirsted for each other’s blood, and it was darkness upon
darkness. At such a time His Holiness Bah4’w’l14h shone
forth like the sun from the horizon of the East and illu-
mined Persia with the lights of these teachings.

[12]
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Among his teachings was the declaration of Universal
Peace. People of different nations, religions and sects who
followed him came together to such an extent that remfzrk-
able gatherings were instituted consisting of the various
nations and religions of the East. Every soul WhO. entered
these gatherings saw but one nation, one te:.u:hmg,- one

athway, one order, for the teachings of His H(?hnes.s
Baha’wlldh were not limited to the establishment of Uni-
versal Peace. They embraced many teachings which sup-
plemented and supported that of Universal Pe'ace. Fap

Among these teachings was the independent investigation
of reality so that the world of humanity may be saved from
the darkness of imitation and attain to the truth; may tear
off and cast away this ragged and outgrown garment of
1,000 years ago and may put on the robe woven in th.e ut-
most purity and holiness in the loom of reality. As re.ahty is
one and cannot admit of multiplicity, therefore different
opinions must ultimately become fused _into one. it

And among the teachings of His Holiness Bahd’u’lldh is
the oneness of the world of humanity ; that all human beings
are the sheep of God and He is the kind Shepherd. This
Shepherd is kind to all the sheep, because He created them
all, trained them, provided for them and protected them.
There is no doubt that the Shepherd is kind to all the sheep
and should there be among these sheep ignorant ones, they
must be educated; if there be children, they must be trained
until they reach maturity; if there be sick ones, they must
be cured. There must be no hatred and enmity, for as by a
kind physician these ignorant, sick ones should be treated.

And among the teachings of His Holiness Bahd’uv’lldh
is, that religion must be the cause of fellowship and love.
If it becomes the cause of estrangement then it is not needed,

[13]
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for religion is like a remedy; if it aggravates the disease
then it becomes unnecessary.

And among the teachings of Bah4’uw’l14h is, that religion
must be in conformity with science and reason, so that it
may influence the hearts of men. The foundation must be
solid and must not consist of imitations.

And among the teachings of Baha’uw’ll4h is, that religious,
racial, political, economic and patriotic prejudices destroy
the edifice of humanity. As long as these prejudices prevail,
the world of humanity will not have rest. For a period of
6,000 years history informs us about the world of humanity.
During these 6,000 years the world of humanity has not
been free from war, strife, murder and bloodthirstiness. In
every period war has been waged in one country or another
and that war was due to either religious prejudice, racial
prejudice, political prejudice or patriotic prejudice. It has
therefore been ascertained and proved that all prejudices are
destructive of the human edifice. As long as these prejudices
persist, the struggle for existence must remain dominant,
and bloodthirstiness and rapacity continue. Therefore, even
as was the case in the past, the world of humanity cannot
be saved from the darkness of nature and cannot attain
illumination except through the abandonment of prejudices
and the acquisition of the morals of the Kingdom.

If this prejudice and enmity are on account of religion
(consider that), religion should be the cause of fellowship,
otherwise it is fruitless. And if this prejudice be the preju-
dice of nationality (consider that) all mankind are of one
nation; all have sprung from the tree of Adam, and Adam
is the root of the tree. That tree is one and all these nations
are like branches, while the individuals of humanity are
like leaves, blossoms and fruits thereof. Then the estab-

[14]
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lishment of various nations and the consequent shfedding of
blood and destruction of the edifice of humanity result
from human ignorance and selfish motives.

As to the patriotic prejudice, this is also due to-absolutc
ignorance, for the surface of the earth is one nagve land.
Every one can live in any spot on the terrestrial globe.
Therefore all the world is man’s birthplace. These boun.da-
ries and outlets have been devised by man. In the creatlor'l,
such boundaries and outlets were not assigned. Eur(?pe is
one continent, Asia is one continent, Africa is one continent,
Australia is one continent, but some of the souls, from
personal motives and selfish interests, have divided eaf:h one
of these continents and considered a certain part as their own
country. God has set up no frontier between France and Ger-
many ; they are continuous. Yea, in the ﬁrst'centurles, sel-
fish souls, for the promotion of their own interests, have
assigned boundaries and outlets and have, day by d.ay, at-
tached more importance to these, until this led to intense
enmity, bloodshed and rapacity in subsequent centuries. In
the same way this will continue indefinitely, and if this con-
ception of patriotism remains limited within a certaip circle,
it will be the primary cause of the world’s destruction. No
wise and just person will acknowledge these imaginary dis-
tinctions. Every limited area which we call our native
country we regard as our mother-land, whereas the terres-
trial globe is the mother-land of all, and not any restricted
area. In short, for a few days we live on this earth and
eventually we are buried in it, it is our eternal tomb. Is it
worth while that we should engage in bloodshed and tear
one another to pieces for this eternal tomb? Nay, far from
it, neither is God pleased with such conduct nor would any
sane man approve of it.

[15]
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Consider! The blessed animals engage in no patriotic
quarrels. They are in the utmost fellowship with one an-
other and live together in harmony. For example, if a dove
from the East and a dove from the West, a dove from the
North and a dove from the South chance to arrive, at the
same time, in one spot, they immediately associate in har-
mony. So is it with all the blessed animals and birds, But
the ferocious animals, as soon as they meet, attack and
fight with each other, tear each other to pieces and it is
impossible for them to live peaceably together in one spot.
They are all unsociable and fierce, savage and combative
fighters.

Regarding the economic prejudice, it is apparent that
whenever the ties between nations become strengthened
and the exchange of commodities accelerated, and any eco-
nomic principle is established in one country, it will ulti-
mately affect the other countries and universal benefits will
result. Then why this prejudice?

As to the political prejudice, the policy of God must be
followed and it is indisputable that the policy of God is
greater than human policy. We must follow the Divine
policy and that applies alike to all individuals. He treats
all individuals alike: no distinction is made, and that is the
foundation of the Divine Religions.

And among the teachings of His Holiness Bah4’u’114h is
the origination of one language that may be spread univer-
sally among the people. This teaching was revealed from
the pen of His Holiness Bahd’w’ll4h in order that this uni-
versal language may eliminate misunderstandings from
among mankind.

And among the teachings of His Holiness Baha’u’l14dh
is the equality of women and men. The world of humanity

[16]
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has two wings—one is women and the other men. Not until
both wings are equally developed‘ can tbe blr% fly. Sbould
one wing remain weak, flight is impossible. 1\‘ot unt'll the
world of women becomes equal to the world of men in the
acquisition of virtues and perfections, can success and pros-
perity be attained as they. ought to be.,’ Je-5r
And among the teachings of Baha'v’llah is \v"oluntar.y
sharing of one€’s property with others among manklnd'. Th.1s
voluntary sharing is greater than- equality, and consists in
this, that man should not prefer himself to others, but rathc?r
should sacrifice his life and property for othe_rs. But this
should not be introduced by coercion so that it becomes a
Jaw and man is compelled to follow it Nay., Qrath.er, man
should voluntarily and of his own chqic§ sacrifice his prop-
erty and life for others, and spend WIH’I,r'lgly for the poor,
just as is done in Persia among th'e Bahz% is. PhCAS R
And among the teachings of His Holiness Baha’u’llah is
man’s freedom, that through the ideal Power he should be
free and emancipated from the captivity of the worlc} of
nature; for as long as man is captive to nature he is a
ferocious animal, as the struggle for existence is one of the
exigencies of the world of nature. This matter of tl.le. strug-
gle for existence is the fountain-head of all calamities and
is the supreme affliction. i
And among the teachings of Bahd'uw’lldh is that religion
is 2 mighty bulwark. If the edifice of religion shakes and-
totters, commotion and chaos will ensue and the order. of
things will be utterly upset, for in the World‘of mankind
there are two safeguards that protect man from wrong-
doing. One is the law which punishes the criminal ; but the
law prevents only the manifest crime and not the concealed
sin; whereas the ideal safeguard, namely, the religion of

ey
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Go.d, prevents both the manifest and the concealed crime
tram's man, edycates. morals, compels the adoption of Virtues’
and is the all-inclusive power which guarantees the felicity
of ‘the‘world of mankind. But by religion is meant that
which is ascertained by investigation and not that which is
based on mere imitation, the foundation of Divine Re-
ligions and not human imitations.

And among the teachings of Bah4&’w’l14h is that although
material civilization is one of the means for the progress of
the world of mankind, yet until it becomes combined with
Divine civilization, the desired result, which is the felicity
of mankind, will not be attained. Consider! These battle-
ships that reduce a city to ruins within the space of an hour
are the result of material civilization; likewise the Krupp
guns, the Mauser rifles, dynamite, submarines, torpedo
boats, armed aircraft and bombing aeroplanes—all these
weapons of war are the malignant fruits of material civilj-
zation. Had material civilization been combined with Di-
vine civilization, these fiery weapons would never have
been invented. Nay, rather, human energy would have been
wholly devoted to useful inventions and would have been
concentrated on praiseworthy discoveries. Material civiliza-
tion is like a lamp-glass. Divine civilization is the lamp
itself and the glass without the light is dark. Material civi-
lization is like the body. No matter how infinitely graceful,
elegant and beautiful it may be, it is dead. Divine civiliza-
tion is like the spirit, and the body gets its life from the
spirit, otherwise it becomes a corpse. It has thus been made
evident that the world of mankind is in need of the breaths
of the Holy Spirit. Without the spirit the world of mankind
is lifeless, and without this light the world of mankind is in
utter darkness. For the world of nature is an animal world.

[18]
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Until man is born again from the world of nature, that is
to say, becomes detached from the world of nature, he‘ is
essen%ially an animal, and it is the teachings of God which
convert this animal into a human soul.

And among the teachings of Bahd’w’lldh is the promotion
of education. Every child must be instructed in sciences as
much as is necessary. If the parents are able to prov.ide the
expenses of this education, it is all right, oth.erw1se the
community must provide the means for the teaching of that
child. ; )

And among the teachings of His Holiness Baha’w’lldh is
justice and right. Until these are realized on the plane of
existence, all things shall be in disorder and remain im-
perfect. The world of mankind is a world of oppression and
cruelty, and a realm of aggression and error.

In fine, such teachings are numerous. These manifold
principles, which constitute the greatest basis for the felicity
of mankind and are of the bounties of the Merciful, must
be added to the matter of Universal Peace and combined
with it, so that results may accrue. Otherwise the realiza-
tion of Universal Peace (by itself) in the world of mankind
is diffcult. As the teachings of His Holiness Baha’u’lldh
are combined with Universal Peace, they are like a table
provided with every kind of fresh and delicious food. Every
soul can find, at that table of infinite bounty, that which
he desires. If the question is restricted to Universal Peace
alone, the remarkable results which are expected and de-
sired will not be attained. The scope of Universal Peace
must be such that all the communities and religions may find
their highest wish realized in it. At present the teachings of
His Holiness Bah4’u’l14h are such that all the communities
of the world, whether religious, political or ethical, ancient

[19]
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or modern, find in the teachings of Bahg’
sion of their highest wish,

‘ For example, the people of religions find, in the teach-
ing of His Holiness Baha’u’ll4h, th
versal Religion—a religion th
present conditions, which in
cure of the incurable disease, w
bestows the infallible antidote
if we wish to arrange and organize the world of mankind
in accordance with the present religious imitations
thereby to establish the telicity of the world of m
is impossible and impracticable—for example, th

ment of the laws of the Old Testament (Taurat
of the other religions in

wlldh the €Xpres-

€ establishment of {ypj.
at perfectly conforms with
eality effects the immediate
hich relieves €Very pain, and
for every deadly poison. For

and
ankind, it
e enforce-
) and also
accordance with present imitations,
But the essential basis of all the Divine Religions which
pertains to the virtues of the world of mankind and is the
foundation of the welfare of the world of man, is found in
the teachings of His Holiness Bah&’w’l14h in the most per-
Tect presentation.

Similarly, with regard to the peoples who clamor for free-
dom: the moderate freedom which guarantees the welfare
of the world of mankind and maintains and preserves the
universal relationships, is found in its fullest power and
extension in the teachings of His Holiness Bahd’u’114h.

So with regard to political parties: that which is the
greatest policy directing the world of mankind, nay, rather,
the Divine policy, is found in the teachings of His Holiness
Baha’uv’ll4h.

Likewise with regard to the party of “equality” which
seeks the solution of the economic problems: until now all
proposed solutions have proved impracticable except the
economic proposals in the teachings of His Holiness
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Bah#'w’lldh which are practicable and cause no distress to
Socslet}v;ith the other parties: when ye look deeply into this
. at(t)er, ye will discover th‘at the highe,s’t ’ah:ns ofhth‘ose Pa;;
ties are found in the teachmgs of Baha’uv’liah. Tuebe teac ;
ings constitute the all-inclusive power am'ongi af n}len ailt
are practicable. But there are some teachings o t (;e pabé
such as those of the Taurat, Wth‘h cannot be carrie oﬂut ad
the present day. It is the same with the-other rehgpna an
the tenets of the various sects and the .d1fferent parties.

For example, the question of Universal Peace, about
which His Holiness Baha'u’llah says that the Szz-premej
Tribunal must be established: although tk.le .Llazgzze of
Nations has been brought into existence, yet it 1s 1nc:'1pable
of establishing Universal Peace. But the Supreme Trlb}ln;}l
which His Holiness Bahd’u’lldh has described will fuli.ll
this sacred task with the utmost might 'fmd power. And hlS’
plan is this: that the national assemblies of each country
and nation—that is to say parliaments—should elec't two or
three persons who are the choicest men -of that nation, and
are well informed concerning international .laws and t'he
relations between ‘governments and aware of the essential
needs of the world of humanity in this da?'. The number
of these representatives should be in proportion to the num-
ber of inhabitants of that country. The election of. these
souls who are chosen by the national assembly, that is, the
parliament, must be confirmed by the upper house, the con-
gress and the cabinet and also by the pres@ent or mona.rch
so these persons may be the elected ones of all the nation
and the government. From among these people the rnemb'ers
of the Supreme Tribunal will be elected, and all mankind
will thus have a share therein, for every one of these dele-
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gates is fully representativ
Preme Tribunal gives a ru
tion, either unanimous]

M
e of his nation, When the Su-
ling on any internationa] ques-
y or by majority-rule, there will no
lf)nger be any pretext for the plaintiff or ground of objec-
thI? for,Fhe defendant. In case any of the governments or
nations, in the execution of the irrefutable decision of the
Supreme Tribunal, be negligent or dilatory, the rest of the
nations will rise up against it, because all the governments
and nations of the world are the Supporters of this Supreme
Tribunal. Consider what a firm foundation this jg! But by
a limited and restricted League the purpose wil :
realized as it ought and should. This is the truth
situation, which has been stated.

Consider how powerful are the teachings of His Holiness
Bah&’w’lldh. At a time when His Holiness was in the prison
of Accd and was under the restrictions and threats of two
bloodthirsty kings, notwithstanding this fact, his teachings
spread with all power in Persia and other countries. Should
any teaching, or any principle, or any community fall under
the threat of a powerful and bloodthirsty monarch it will be
annihilated within a short space of time. At present for
fifty years the Bah4’is in Persia and most regions have been
under severe restrictions and the threat of sword and spear.
Thousands of souls have given their lives in the arena of
sacrifice and have fallen as victims under the swords of op-
pression and cruelty. Thousands of esteemed families have
been uprooted and destroyed. Thousands of children have
been made fatherless. Thousands of tathers have been bereft
of their sons. Thousands of mothers have wept and la-
mented for their boys who have been beheaded. All this
oppression and cruelty, rapacity and bloodthirstiness did
not hinder or prevent the spread of the teachings of

[ 22
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Baha'w’lldh. They spread more and more every day, and
their power and might bg:arge more evident. ek M
It may be that some foolish person among 1:1 e ity
1] affix his name to the contents of th.e Ta lets o
5 liness Bahd'w’lldh or to the explanations given in the
Et(z;ges[Tablets] of ’Abdu’l-Baha and senc.i 1;: to t%hat ;sj
teemed Assembly. Ye must be aware of th1s. act, for ar 1}1
Persian who seeks fame or has some other 1nt.en1;i)n1 Wi :
take the entire contents of tbe Tablets of H1s. (;1 mes;
Bah#’w’ll4h and publish them in his own narTne. or mlt I:tt o
his community, just as happened at the Lnjlw'ersa kaf;:
Congress in London before the war. A.PerslaBn ht?’o:uéh
substance of the Epistles of His Hf)lln.ess ahd’u é
entered that Congress, gave them fqrth in his own name an ’
published them, whereas the wording was exactly that o
His Holiness Baha'u’lldh. Some.sucl'l souls hgve go?e }:o
Europe and have caused copfusmn in the minds fo the
people of Europe and have dlsturbe'd thfe thoughts o s?mg
Orientalists. Ye must bear this fact.m mind, for not a wor
of these teachings was heard in Persia before the appearance
of Bahd’w’llah. Investigate this matter so that it may be-
come to you evident and manifest. Some souls are hk.e par-
rots. They learn any note which they may hear, and sing it,
but they themselves are unaware of what they utter. There
is a sect in Persia at present made up of a few 50}115 th are
called Babis, who claim to be followers of H}s Ho%mess
the Bdb, whereas they are utterly unaware of Hls Holiness.
They have some secret teachings which are e‘ntlrely opposed
to the teachings of Baha’uw’llah and in Persia people know
this. But when these souls come to Europe, they cox‘lceal
their own teachings and utter those of Hb Hollne§s
Baha'u'llah, for they know that the teachings of His Holi-
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o rS 2 r -~
ness 'Bahau 1dh are powerful and they therefore declar
publicly those teachings of Bah&’w’ll4h in their own n'irn 1
As to their secret teachines T

gs, they say that thev are tak
from the Book of Beyan, and the Boog of B:} :ii t;rlz)en
His Holiness the B4b. When ye get hold of the trar;;Iatior;l
of the Book of Be an, which has been translated in Persia
ye will discover the truth that the T4n

teachings of Baha'wl14h
are utterly opposed to the teachings of this sect. Bew

lest ye disregard this fact, Should ye desire to iny
the matter further, enquire from Persia.

In fine, when traveling and journeying throughout the
world, wherever one finds construction, it is the result of
fellox}'shlp a’nd love, while everything that is in ruin shows
the effect of enmity and hatred. Notwithstanding this, the
world of humanity has not become aware and has not awak-
ened from the sleep of heedlessness.
differences, in disputes and wrangling

, that it may set up
ranks of war and may run to and fro in the arena of battle
and strife.

are
estigate

Again it engages in

So is it with regard to the universe and its corruption,
existence and non-existence. Every contingent being is made
up of different and numerous elements and the existence of
everything is a result of composition. That is to say, when
between simple elements a composition takes place a being
arises; the creation of beings comes about in this way. And
when that composition is upset, it is followed by decompo-
sition, the elements disintegrate, and that being becomes
annihilated. That is to say, the annihilation of everything
consists in the decomposition and the separation of elements.
Therefore every union and color of leaves, of flowers and of
fruits, each will contribute to the beauty and charm of the
others and will make an admirable garden, and will appear
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7 ss. Likewise
' stmost loveliness, freshness and sweetness inions,
L difference and variety of thoughts, forms, op de;
: f un
i s and morals of the world of mankind comef m
cter : _ rkr
i trol of one Supreme Power, that 1nﬂu§n1c§ -
on . s
the'c' o the elements is the cause of life,
e ion is th se of death. In short,
Jissociation and separation 1s the caus Smi
g 1 the cause 0 -
ttraction and harmony of things are | R
L f fruits and useful results, while repulsion & :
things are the cause of disturbance and' anni-
: and attraction, all living contingent
e realized, and

duction ©:
inharmony of
hilation. From harmony an L s
beings, such as plant, animal an : ,t g e
from inharmony and repulsion decay sets

f i S€ Of

i is ife of the
harmony, attraction and union among men 1S the life o
b}

world of humanity, and whatev.er i; the 5:;12(} otil ;ilieqr:}?coe;
i 1 ca :
: r?uzimflxizd ;iszpif;im;;:st ljy a garden wherein
I:':iit:lilé beds and plants, flowers agd fragrant I;]erbs ';r:lz
allbcombined so as to form a harmomgus whole, (ti is Lliwe
evidence that this plantation and this rose gar fen 2
been cultivated and arranged by the care o'f a é)er eict fz:l y
dener, while when you see a.ga.rde.n in disor .er,h ileI :
arrangement and confused, tf‘{lS indicates tha'% it has 'ieis
deprived of the care of a skillful gardener, nay, rbat er, 1 :
nothing but a mass of weeds. It has ther§toTe 'even rflahe
evident that fellowship and harmony are mdl?atne of 5 -e
training by the real Educator, 'Whl‘le separation and : 1;-
persion prove wildness and deprivation of Divine training.
Should any one object that, since the communities and
nations and races and peoples of the world have dlﬁer?nt
formalities, customs, tastes, temperaments, r.norals,. van‘ed
thoughts, minds and opinions, it is therefore impossible for

[25]




THEBAHA@IT
ideal unity to be m
men to be realized, we say that d
One leads to destruction, and th

tw 7 1 S 1
"CeN warring peoples and competing nationg who destr
one another, uproot each other’s o

families, do away wi
e ; : S, away with regt
fmd comifort and cngage in bloodshed and Tapacity. That
1s bIameworthy. But the other difference consists in varj

ation. This is perfection itself and the cause of the appear
ance of Divine bounty. Consider the flowers o

garden. Although they are of different kinds,
and appearances, yet

and diverse forms

one water, are swayed by one breeze

\-V:lrmth and light of one sun, this variation and this dif-
Terence cause each to enhance the beauty and splendor of
the others. The differences in manners, in customs,
habits, in thoughts, opinions

cause of the adornment of th
praiseworthy. Likewise this
like the difference and v
of the human body,
beauty and perfection
bers are under the c
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ade manifest ang complete

; nion amon
ifferences are o

Ten f two kinds.
at 1s like the difference be-

f the rose
various colors
as they drink from
and grow by the

in
and in temperaments is the
e world of mankind. This is
difference and this variatien,
ariation of the parts and members
are the cause of the appearance of
. As these different parts and mem-
ontrol of the dominant spirit, and the
spirit permeates all the organs and members, and rules all
the arteries and veins, this difference and this variation
strengthen love and harmony and this multiplicity is the
greatest aid to unity. If in a garden the flowers and fra-
grant herbs, the blossoms and fruits, the leaves, branches
and trees are of one kind, of one form, of one color and of
one arrangement, there is no beauty or sweetness, but when
there is variety in the world of oneness, they will appear
and be displayed in the most perfect glory, beauty, exalta-
tion and perfection. Today nothing but the power of the
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Word of God which encompasses the realities of things can
_OT thoughts, the minds, the hearts and the Sp.ll‘ltS
i tklie hade of one Tree. He is the potent in all things,
Under' tff ; of souls, the preserver and the controllerlof the:
5 VIVIf erank;nd. ]i:’raise be to God, in this day th.e light of
WOfldVO crln of God has shone forth upon all regions, and
t'he s (ﬁ sects, communities, nations, tribes, peoples, re-
f'ro'm aand de;ominations, souls have gathered under. th_e
151}‘15;32; of the Word of Oneness and ha've in the most inti-
shi i harmonized !
rnaSte fiu(t)iwﬁlsf lggl;?lttiiiiirédthe war, a letter [Table,t’] ,w?s
Writ(zgrll regarding the teachings of His Hohnfass B.a}tlla; v’llah
which may appropriately be appended to this epistle.

0 people of the world!

The dawn of the Sun of Reality is asgjzz;redl ¥ for the z'ZZzz-
mination of the world and for the manifestation ofdm‘ercz/;
In the assemblage of the family of Adam results an 4 frz:z :
are praiseworthy, and the holy bestowals of everyb Mm, y
are abundant. It is an absolute mercy an.d a complete zfuz : y;
the illumination of the world, fellowship and /zarmf;ln },Z’o v.,.-
and union; nay, rather, mercifulness and oneness, the e z;z;e
nation of discord and the unity of fwl?oso.ever are on : 1;
earth in the utmost of freedom and dzgnzz‘y.. T]ze'* Bl»esoem
Beauty [Bahd'w’lldh] said: “All are z‘.ize fruits of 0/2bdffu?
and the leaves of one branch.”’ He likened the woril. ’0]t
existence to one tree and all the souls to leaves, bZOJ'JO/{z;
and fruits. Therefore all the branches, leaves, Zzloa‘sonfs an
fruits must be in the utmost of freshness, and z‘]zg Zﬂrmgz.fzg
about of this delicacy and sweetness depends upon union
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fruggle, and mankind is in

most conflict and danger. The darkness of un faithful-
ness has enshrouded the earth and the illumination of fairh-
fulness has become concealed. All nations and tribes of the
world have sharpened their claws and are warring and fighi-
ing wi ok - The edifice of man is shattered. Thou-
sands are wandering disconsolate. Thousands
of sc lood in the arena
of b the tent of happi-
ness rent men become
commanders and boast of bloodshed, and glory in de-
\\‘ ;‘( C

with my sword the
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and one: “I have levelled a kingdom to

dus?’; and another: 1 have overthrown the fozmdatz-on
i 7‘5‘ ;nmeﬂf.” This is the pivot around which z‘izg ?rzde
i re revolving. In all regions friend-

f mankind a gl
dZ; il:;yugﬂ'ghtﬂess are denounced and reconcilation and
shi

reqard for truth are despised. The izemlc‘i 8 f peace, TZZW”.R;
zz'ogfz Jove and reconciliation is the Relzg2077 of z‘}w}l jgel’d
Bea;zz‘y which has pitched its tent on the apex of the wor
and proclaimed its Summons to the p‘e'ople. e
hen, O ye friends of God! Appreciate the value of :
eTcz'ozzs’ Revelation, move and act z'n.czcmrdmwe wz‘lz it
and walk in the straight path and the rz:qizt way. Show it z‘;
he people. Raise the melody of the Kingdom .aml sprea
ctzbrocm’ the teachings and ordinances of the loving LO;‘?’ 5;
that the world may become another world, the da;r ene-,
earth may become illumined and the dead body oi i ;e ifvo
ple may obtain new life. Every JOZ{Z may see./e e}:er as e;zg;
life through the breath of the Merciful. sz-e in this ,m?r’ a
world will quickly come fo an end, and this ('j’(ll‘f]ll y glory,
wealth, comfort and happiness will soon vanish and be no
more. Summon ye the people to God and call the souls to the
manners and. conduct of the Supreme Concourse. To the
orphans be ye kind fathers, and to the unf-orfzm-;zre a ref-
uge and shelter. To the poor be a treasure of wealth, and to
the sick a remedy and healing. Be a helper of every op-
pressed one, the protector of every destitute one, be }ie ever
mindful to serve any soul of mankind. Aftach no. impor-
tance to self-seeking, rejection, arrogance, oppresseon él.ﬂd
enmity. Heed them not. Deal in the contrary way. Be kind
in truth, not only in appearance and outwardly. Every so%zl
of the friends of God must concentrate his mind on z‘]z.z.r,‘
that ke may manifest the mercy of God and the bounty of

[29]
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GOD AND THE UNIVERSE

A LETTER WRITTEN BY ’ABDU'L-BAHA TO
DR. AUGUST FOREL, SWITZERLAND, IN 1021

Translation by Shoghi Effendi

O revered personage, lover of truth! Thy letter dated
July 28th, 1921, hath been received. The contents thereof
were most pleasing and indicated that, praised be the Lord,
thou art as yet young, and searchest after truth, that thy
power of thought is strong and the discoveries of thy mind
manifest.

Numerous copies of the epistle I had written to Dr.
Fisher are spread far and wide and every one knoweth that
it hath been revealed in the year 1910. Apart from this,
numerous epistles have been written before the war upon
the same theme, and reference, too, hath been made to these
questions in the Journal of the San Francisco University,*
the date whereof is known beyond any doubt. In like man-
ner have the philosophers of broad vision praised highly the
discourse eloquently delivered in the above-named Univer-
sity. A copy of that paper is thus enclosed and forwarded.
Thy works are no doubt of great benefit, and if published,
send us a copy of each.

By materialists, whose belief with regard to Divinity hath
been explained, is not meant philosophers in general, but

* Stanford University, Palo Alto, 1912.
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ision that wor-
at depend upon the fiy
f knowledge is limited tq that
ed by the Senses. All that can be

. he

e p « : 1s either unrea] of d
(XI:[:t(.I?L‘G‘ ot the Deity ‘they regard as wholly doubtfy]

t is as ‘thou hast written, not philosophers in genera'l b
nigrow-mmded materialists that are meant. As to dej e
pmlgsophers, such as Socrates, Plato and Aristot]le etI}Slnc
are indeed worthy of esteem and of the highest rqi; fey
they have rendered distinguished services Cﬁo malzﬂ;inil, fri

I ' : s Gy
like manner we regard the materialistic, accomplished
3
f service (to

€ Senseg

moderate philosophers, that have been o
mankind).

We regard knowledge and wisdom

the progress of mankind, and extol philosophers that are en-
= re v P i .

dowed with broad vision. Peruse carefully the San Fran-
cisco University Journal that the truth may be revealed to
thee.

as the foundation of

Now concerning mental faculties, they are in truth of
the inherent properties of the soul, even as the radiation of
light is the essential property of the sun. The rays of the
sun are renewed but the sun itself is ever the same and
unchanged. Consider how the human intellect develops and
weakens, and may at times come to naught, whereas the
soul changeth not. For the mind to manifest itself, the hu-
man body must be whole; and a sound mind cannot be but
in a sound body, whereas the soul dependeth not upon the
body. It is through the power of the soul that the mind com-
prehendeth, imagineth and exerteth its influence, whilst the
soul is a power that is free. The mind comprehendeth the

[32]
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e aid of the concrete, but th'e sc?ul hath.hm-
; nifestations of its own. The mind is circumscribed,
B mlal'mitless. It is by the aid of such senses as those of
zlehioie;ring, taste, smell and touch, that the mu.ld COI}I:-

- deth, whereas, the soul is free from all agencies. B .e
Pfjl i tChozl observest, whether it be in sleep or W.akmg, 1S
?fl mistion and ever active. Possibly.it may, whllst‘ 1202
dream, unravel an intricate problem, mcapabledot Stofdeth
in the waking state. The mind, MOTeover, un er(si a i
not whilst the senses have ceaged to functlon,' an 1r{ i
embryonic stage and in early in’.fa'ncy the reasoning pp}x: efr =
totally absent, whereas the soul is ever endowed ‘}Tlt i ;at
strenéth. In short, the proofs are rnany.that go ;o s olx; o
despite the Jloss of reason, t.hf? power of the soul wou Sl
nue to exist. The spirit however possesseth various

abstract by th

contl

crades and stations. Bk ' 7ics iy Y
i As to the existence of spirit in the mineral: it is indubit

able that minerals are endowed with a spifit and life accord-
ing to the requirements of that stage. This ‘un'kn0w~n secret,
too, hath become known unto the ma.terla'hsts who now
maintain that all beings are endowed with life, even as He
saith in the Qu’an, “All things are living.”

In the vegetable world, too, there is the power'of growth,
and that power of growth is the spirit. In the animal world
there is the sense of feeling, but in the human world there
is an all-embracing power. In all the preceding stages the
power of reason is absent, but the soul existeth and reveal-
eth itself. The sense of feeling understandeth not the squl,
whereas the reasoning power of the mind proveth the exist-
ence thereof.

In like manner the mind proveth the existence of an un-
seen Reality that embraceth all beings, and that existeth

[33]
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stance,

ture. The sun

Lonsider: according to the

ling law of nature man liveth,
his being on earth, yet his soul and mind

moveth and hath hi
interiere with the laws thereof, and, even as the bird he

flieth in the air, saileth speed;

¢ ?M arr, saileth speedily upon the seas and as the
nsh soundeth the deerp anc 1SCOV ] ]
ish soundeth the deep and discovereth the things therein.

Terilo hic e o ortearrses Tl a) =iire
Verily this is a grievous defeat inflicted upon the laws of

S0 1s the power of electrical energy: this unruly violent

1 mountains is yet imprisoned by man
e . e * 3
his is manifestly interfering with the laws

_1ikewise mar

of nature. 1 iscovereth those hidden secrets of
nature that in conformity with the laws thereof must re-
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main concealed, and transfereth them from the invisible

lane to the visible. This, too, is interfering with the law of
nature. In the same manner he discovereth the inherent
properties of things that are the secrets of nature. Also he
bringeth to light the past events that have been lost to mem-
ory, and foreseeth by his power of induction future happen-
ings that are as yet unknown. Furthermore, communication
and discovery are limited by the laws of nature to short dis-
tances, whereas man, through that inner power of his that
discovereth the reality of all things, connecteth the East
with the West. This, too, is interfering with the laws of
nature. Similarly, according to the law of nature all shad-
ows are fleeting, whereas man fixeth them upon the plate,
and this, too, is interference with a law of nature. Ponder
and reflect: all sciences, arts, crafts, inventions and dis-
coveries, have been once the secrets of nature and in con-
formity with the laws thereof must remain hidden; yet man
through his discovering power interfereth with the laws of
nature and transfereth these hidden secrets from the in-
visible to the visible plane. This again is interfering with
the laws of nature.

In fine, that inner faculty in man, unseen of the eye,
wresteth the sword from the hands of nature, and giveth it
a grievous blow. All other beings, however great, are bereft
of such perfections. Man hath the powers of will and un-
derstanding, but nature hath them not. Nature is con-
strained, man is free. Nature is bereft of understanding,
man understandeth. Nature is unaware of past events, but
man is aware of them. Nature forecasteth not the future;
man by his discerning power seeth that which is to come.
Nature hath no consciousness of itself, man knoweth about
all things.
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by that all-unifying agency
knu_wn as the human soul, that causeth them to function in
perfect harmony and with absolute regularity, thus making
the continuation of life possible. The human body, how{3
ever, is utterly unconscious of that all-unifying agency, and
yet acteth with regularity and dischargeth its functions gc-
cording to its will.
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Now concerning philosophers, they are of two schools.
1us Socrates the wise believed in the unity of God and the
existence of the soul after death; as his opinion was con-
trary to that of the narrow-minded people of his time, that
divine sage was poisoned by them. All divine philosophers
and men of wisdom and understanding, when observing
these endless beings, have considered that in this great and
infinite universe all things end in the mineral kingdom, that
the outcome of the mineral kingdom is the vegetable king-
dom, the outcome of the vegetable kingdom is the animal
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kingdom and the outcome of the animal kingdorr} the Wo'rld
of man. The consummation of this limitless universe with
all its grandeur and glory hath been man himself, who in
this world of being toileth and suffereth for a time, with
diverse ills and pains, and ultimately disintegrates, leav-
ing no trace and no fruit after him. Were it s0, therc? is
no doubt that this infinite universe with all its perfec-
tions has ended in shame and delusion with no result, no
fruit, no permanence and no effect. It would be utterly
without meaning. They (the philosophers) were thus con-
vinced that such is not the case, that this Great Workshop
with all its power, its bewildering magnificence and end-
less perfections, cannot eventually come to naught. That
still another life should exist is thus certain, and, just as
the vegetable kingdom is unaware of the world of man, so
we, too, know not of the Great Life hereafter that followeth
the life of man here below. Our non-comprehension of that
life, however, is no proof of its non-existence. The mineral
world, for instance, is utterly unaware of the world of man
and cannot comprehend it, but the ignorance of a thing is
no proof of its non-existence. Numerous and conclusive
proofs exist that go to show that this infinite world cannot
end with this human life.

Now concerning the essence of Divinity: in truth it is on
no account determined by anything apart from its own na-
ture, and can in nowise be comprehended. For whatsoever
can be conceived by man is a reality that hath limitations
and is not unlimited; it is circumscribed, not all-embracing.
It can be comprehended by man, and is controlled by him.
Similarly it is certain that all human conceptions are con-
tingent, not absolute ; that they have a mental existence, not
a material one. Moreover, differentiation of stages in the

[371




THE Bag4-q

~Ontingent worlg 1s

can the conti . Underst
L 1ingent conre: anding

et SCIt conceive the Reality of th nbb o then
2R YIOUSLY me o o = “
i lentioned, dmerentlatron of st e
1Z€En p~2111(f iS an ke = > ages n
Plants ang anin 1&‘1 obstacle to understandipe 1\;}'le o
< «“lldl a P g }- S AT N £ 5 5 :
e Hals are bereft of the menta] f5 cl el
Hal discover o - S

e ]\ Ver the realities of all things, b ties of map
comprehendeth 3] the stages b hb}: Ut man himself
StaLe o ~eetS Deneath him e :
ot comprehendeth that which is infer; o S
the real; e o ) 1
the reality thereof, but the infer; Or and discovereg,
which : e

IS superior and cq

ANNOtr orr-
Callll £ 1
101 \Hlkx.\[‘»

nnot com

the Essence of Div
~OnIng power, by obsery
t}1<- revealing power of hijs faith, beliey
the bounties of Hijs Grace. He :
the Divine Essence

: Inity, but can, by his rea-
ation, by his intuitive faculties and
€ in God, discover
; jbecometh certain that though
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IS Intangible, yet conclusive (spiritual) roof:
assert the k.;_\ist'cnce of that unseen Reality. The lgivinz
I-:>\x fICE as 1t 1s in itself is however beyond all description
I'\‘:i' Instance, the nature of ether js unknown, but that it'
( x:\ta~.t‘1a 1s certain by the effects it produceth, heat, licht and
electricity being the waves thereof. By these Wavesbthe ex-
istence of c.th("l‘ is thus proven. And as we consider the out-
pourings of Divine Grace we are assured of the existence of
God. For instance, we observe that the existence of beings is
oned upon the coming together of various elements
nd their non-existence upon the decomposition of their
constituent elements. For decomposition causes the dissoci-
ition of the various elements. Thus, as we observe the com-
ing together of elements giveth rise to the existence of be-
ings, and knowing that beings are infinite, they being the
effect, how can the Cause be finite %
Now, formation is of three kinds and of three kinds only:
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accidental, necessary, and voluntary. T.he c'orning togeth;)er
of the various constituent elements of beings cannot be
accidental, for unto every effect there must be a cause. It
cannot be compulsory, for then the formation mu.?t be an
inherent property of the constitu.ent part.s amli the mhere?t
property of a thing can in nowise b.e dissociated from 111:;
such as light that is the revealer of things, heat th‘at causv:lt1

the expansion of elements and the (solar) rays which are the
essential property of the sun. Thus un.der -sth circum-
stances the decomposition of any formation is impossible,
for the inherent properties of a thing cannot be sepa_trated
from it. The third formation remaineth a‘nd that is the
voluntary one, that is, an unseen force described as the An-
cient Power, causeth these elements to come together, every
formation giving rise to a distinct being. '

As to the attributes and perfections such as will, knox'vl-
edge, power and other ancient attrlbu'tes that we ascribe
to that Divine Reality, these are the signs that reflect the
existence of beings in the visible plane and not the absolute
perfections of the Divine Essence that cannot be compre-
hended. For instance, as we consider created things we 0?)-
serve infinite perfections, and the created things being in
the utmost regularity and perfection we infer that the An-
cient Power on whom dependeth the existence of these be-
ings, cannot be ignorant; thus we say He is All-Knowing.
It is certain that it is not impotent, it must be the All-
Powerful ; it is not poor, it must be All-Possessing; it is
not non-existent, it must be Ever-Living. The purpose is
to show that these attributes and perfections that we re-
count for that Universal Reality are only in order to deny
imperfections, rather than to assert the perfections that the
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...... de sensed, it cannot be seen. It must be so of neces-
sity, for it is All-Embracing, not circumscribed, and such
attributes qualify the effect and not the cause.

And as we reflect, we observe that man is like unto a
tiny organism contained within a fruit; this fruit hath de-
veloped out of the blossom, the blossom hath grown out of
the tree, the tree is sustained by the sap, and the sap formed
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¢ earth and water. How then can this‘tiny ‘organism
. d the nature of the garden, conceive of the gar-
compfehzn mprehend his being? That is manifestly impos-
d.ener . Cl(t)i tgat oreanism understand and reflect, it would
o -Shollll t this c*z:l?den, this tree, this blossom, this fruit
Obsme't J owisechave come to exist by themselves in
i (;n nnd erfection. Similarly the wise and reflecting
Sudll Ofllelf;ri{ow (I))f a certainty that this infinite universe with
Z(l)ilit:tgrandeur and (perfect) order could not have come to
exgn?i}lfalrtls;lifr.l the world of being there e?(istﬁ f?rces u.nsee;
of the eye, such as the force of ether previously rne'ntK;ne ‘
that cannot be sensed, that ca'nnot be seen. Howev gr d 1r)orn
the effects it produceth, that 1s from its waves an \ cll rz;-
tions, light, heat, electricity appear and are rpade evi Sn 2
In like manner is the power of growth, gf fe<?11ng, of ux:i er;
standing, of thought, of memory, of imagination an (?
discernment; all these inner facultlcles are unseen of the eye
ond cannot be sensed, yet all are evident by the effects they
pr(;}z;e'as to the (infinite) Power that @oweth no limita-
tions; limitation itself proveth the existence of tbe' un-
limited, for the limited is known throu.gh the unlimited,
just as weakness itself proveth the existence of wealth.
Without wealth there would be no poverty, without knowl-
edge no ignorance, without light 1'10 darkness. Dar}iness
itself is a proof of the existence of light for darkness is the
absence of light. . :
Now concerning nature, it is but the essential prope.rtles
and the necessary relations inherent in the realit-ies of -thmgs.
And though these infinite realities are diverse in their char-
acter yet they are in the utmost harmony and closely con-
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1as a Tunction by itself. It js the mind that is the all-unify.
‘g agency that so uniteth :

s g . all the component parts one with
the other that each dischargeth its specific function in per
tect order, and thereby cooperation and reaction are made
possible. All parts Tunction under certain laws that are

. ould that all-unifying agency that
directeth all these parts be harmed in any way there is no

t parts and members will cease
and though that all-unifying agency
an be not sensed or seen and the reality
1ereof be unknown, yet by its effects it manifesteth itself
with the greatest power.

Thus it

essential to existence. Sh

doubt that the constituen
functioning properly;

in the temple of m
tl

hath been proven and made evident that these in-
finite beings in this wondrous universe will discharge their
functions properly only when directed and controlled by
that Universal Reality, so that order may be established in
the world. For example, interaction and cooperation be-
tween the constituent parts of the human body are evident
and indisputable, yet this does not suffice; an all-unifying
agency is necessary that shall direct and control the com-
:;nncn’t parts, so that these through interaction and co-
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ctive functions. . inter-
resgfou are well aware, praised be the Lord, that both in

:on and cooperation are evident and proven amonistdgll
. Tether large or small. In the case of large bodies
i Whe' es ;rl:nifest as the sun, whilst in the case of
. ihough interaction be unknpwn, yet tflehpa':f
. .o indication of the whole. All these. interactions there
. ected with that all-embracing power which is
fOT‘_? ar'evcontr}lleir center, their source and their motive power.
okl Z':;nce as we have observed, cooperation among the

Fo'r lnnt a;ts of the human body is clt?arly established,
o prts and members render services unto all the
b thesetpaarts of the body. For instance, th.e hand, the
compirllxzneyz the ear, the mind, the i_rnaginatlon all helpi
fﬁ:t;'arious p,arts and members of the human bl(idy, }l)rtitc iilg
these interactions are linked by an unseen, 2 C-lir(r:ed i
power, that causeth these inter'acmons tolbte pfro_qn s
perfect regularity. This is the inner .facu ty o ,irsrill;lé
his spirit and his mind, both of \.vhlch :m:l inv kSh(; s

In like manner consider machmery. and wor nlz i
the interaction existing among the various com.p;)nt(;l : O}zher
and sections, and how connecteq they are one with necteci
Al these relations and interactlor}_s, hova-'ever, are 201.1 i
with a central power which is their motive force, their ir "
and their source. This central power is either the pow
steam or the skill of the master-ml-nd. g

It hath therefore been made ev1de:nt and proveb t ; ;
teraction, cooperation and interrelation amongst lell::bhal:
under the direction and will of a motive POW?r W 1:' ;:

the origin, the motive force and the pivot of all interactio

in the universe.
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the mirror, but it can in no wise be dissociated from the

sun. '
In short, the point is this, that the world of man is super-

natural in its relation to the vegetable kingdom, though in
reality it is not so. Relatively to the plant, the reality of
man, his power of hearing and sight, are all supernatural,
and for the plant to comprehend that reality and the nature
of the powers of man’s mind is impossible. In like manner
for man to comprehend the Divine Essence and the nature
of the great Hereafter is in no wise possible. The merciful
outpourings of that Divine Essence, however, are vouch-
safed unto all beings and it is incumbent upon man to pon-
der in his heart upon the effusions of the Divine Grace, the
soul (of man) being counted as one (sign of it), rather than
upon the Divine Essence itself. This is the utmost limit for
human understanding. As it hath previously been men-
tioned, these attributes and perfections that we recount of
the Divine Essence, these we have derived from the exist-
ence and observation of beings, and it is not that we have
comprehended the essence and perfection of God. When
we say that the Divine Essence understandeth and is free,
we do not mean that we have discovered the Divine Will
and Purpose, but rather that we have acquired knowledge
of them through the Divine Grace revealed and manifested
in the realities of things.

Now concerning our social principles, namely the teach-
ings of His Holiness Bahd’u’lldh spread far and wide fifty
years ago, they verily comprehend all other teachings. It is
clear and evident that without these teachings progress and
advancement for mankind are in no wise possible. Every
community in the world findeth in these Divine Teachings
the realization of its highest aspirations. These teachings
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In conclusion, these few words are written, and unto

1ey will be a clear and conclusive evidence of the

Ponder them in thine heart. The will of eVery sov-
reign prevaileth during his reign, the will of every Ph110§-
pher r:mdvth expression in a handful of disciples during his

1t h
uti

lifetime, but the Power of the Holy Spirit shineth radi-

intly in the realities of the Messengers of God, and streng-
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i will in such wise as to influence a greaf n;mog
il W; -ears and to regenerate the human'bou. an
Ousand'S(()l yCeonsider how great is this‘ power! It 1s ar;
i m'anka. wer. an all-sufficient proof of the t.rflth ?
eXtraO'rd}naryf t(l)le I;rophets of God, and a conclusive evi-
. mls?(t)lllleo ower of a Divine Inspiration.
del'll“ckeleoGlon'p of Glories rest upon thee.
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