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February 7, 1935

greetings was

very sorry th
Reques

r him to comply
understand.

VYery sincerely yours,

cKenzie,
74 HMontclair Drive,
A%lants,
Ceorgia.




Frank Ellis McKenzl
74 Montclair Drive,
Atlanta Georgia,

I am just a eleven year old boy and will
graduate at E,Rivers School this year , ofcourse

do not know much about politics , but I think you
2 1 a b as Washington had . His job was to

buildza nation yours is to hold a nation t

I can see what a big job you have to handle,
you will do as well as Washington did o

I am sending you a small present which I hope you

can use ., I know you will get thousands of other presents
that cost lots more ,but no greater admirer will send
them ., Saying goodbye and hoping you will be our next
President .

incerely yours .

/Wi@w Y

v If it is not asking too much I would like your
autograph .




February 7, 19

Morvish,










February 8, 1

dear Professor Moehlman:

I was very glad indeed to bring to
the sttention of the President your letter
of February fourth, and the pemphlet "The
Hed River of the North", which you enclosed.
He is most appreciative of the friendly
interest which prompted your thought of him,
and thanks you elso for the imseription.

Your desire to be of service will,
you may be sure, be kept in mind, should the
occasion arise.

Very sincerely yours,

H, A. LeHand

Professor Arthur Henry Moehlman, <
The University School,

The Ohio State University,
Columbus,

Ohio.
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THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH

Arthur Henry Moehlman
The Okhio State Univ

7Siky

HE valley of the Red River of the North is not only one of the

premier spring-wheat regions of the world but also one of the

most valuable fields for the investigation of past trends in settle-
ment. Waves of settlers with wide differences in cultural heritage
have worked out their own distinctive interpretations of land utiliza-
tion. An international boundary cuts this vast plain with its uniform
Jandscape conditions and affords an opportunity for the study of the
effect of political influences upon the opening up of a natural region.
The records are rather recent and complete and available to the stu-
dent of the science of settlement.

The vast waters of Lake Agassiz once filled a shallow basin in the
exact center of the continent of North America. Gradually the lake
retreated until only a river meandered northward to a U-shaped
remnant of the former broad expanse of water. Later, geologically
speaking, tribes of red men hunted the bison herds upon the plains
traversed by the river. Finally, white men transformed this hunting
ground of the nomad into the granary known throughout the world as
the Red River Valley.?

TrE UNITY OF THE VALLEY

=
ct

The Red River Valley runs north and south in the middle of the
eastern edge of the great interior plains. To the west there is the
gradual ascent to the barrier of the Rocky Mountains; to the east,
the rocky peneplain of the Laurentian Plateau pierced by the Hudson
Bay rivers and the St. Lawrence. The land-surface setting of the
valley thus forms both barriers and avenues of approach to set-

D

w

tlers. The valley is located at the meeting place of the chief river
svstems of North America, but the water routes are impracticable
f;\r the transport of heavy, cheap freight carried by large boats. The
central location seemed to isolate the area as a center for agricultural
settlement until better means of land transport than wagons appeared.

Climatically and in its vegetation the Red Ri
tional zone. On the north is the taiga form (D)
east and south is the Great Lakes form (BC'r), with severe, humid
winters: on the west is the Great Plains variant (DC’d) of the semi-

fov]

ver lies in a transi-
of climate; on the

arid climates.”

1 Warren Upham: The Glacial Lake Agassiz LS.
2 C. W. Thornthwaite: The Climates of North Ame
Geogr. Rev., Vol. 21, 1931, pp. 633-055.
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g0
at Lake Traverse in th.e south. Here the country
be only @ little more undula.tmg_; Bt close: cxami
d beach line of Lake Agassiz and tvhe edge of 3 dratndil
the Gulf of Mexico. Westward is the abrubt
Prairies, Pembina Mountain, and the Ticri
Hills, marking the eastern border of the Gr_emf P'Ia:ms, with thal Sefni
i - ’ d «};orrey grass. On the north a limit is formed by the o
aridity al; t;e Iakesg and by the taiga. Southward from the shore 0;
5111-f'aci63\'§1nipeo the eastern limit of the plain is seen to be where ol
%ﬁiﬁvs of the DLaurentian Plateau C’Ofvereq by pi?e Forest Sl mUSkng
- ude. Farther southa gentl}" rolling, forested country dotted with
e, oF the plains. Within these rough limits, uniformity of
lakes skirts A pilot flying at high altitude from Lake Tfa\'erée A

great plain except

appears t0
reveals an 0
system fowing south t‘o
rise of the Coteau des

n

features exists.’

Lake Winnipeg gets an impressive view of the UIlil}; of the valley
A vast flat sea of land str?tches north and S\'FUH“:. for about 309
miles. FEast and west the plains extend 10 or I5 miles to a distant
coast line of higher land. The tra\'ele; Oﬂ_th‘i‘-_ iﬂ'f\‘tlf:g sees mirages
above the flat expanseé, silos and barns ﬂoatmg 1n I.‘Lm- air ‘\\‘}th a thin
strip of blue between them and the horizon. At the margins of the
plain are slight billowings where deltas formed by g l.,,j rivers have
into the plain

d into dunes by the winds. A trench

been heape 4 '
f vellowish, marly clay, st

reveals a deep deposit O /
decaying vegetable matter. The mar:
gravel useful in the laying

black at the
of the valley

surface by f
OI permanent

show deposits of sand and of ' 4 :
ways, but the clay forms a nearly universal soil suri
ine:xhaustible fertility.?

The Red River winds so tortuously across the lat plain that
passengers On the steamboats used to 1:c«md on one side of a point,
walk across, and meet the steamer coming around the bend.® The
stream has cut a trough with sloping banks not far below the level of
the surrounding prairie, and the tributary streams are similar in
Floods occur in spring because of the melting snow in
the upper courses and the firm ice at the river’s mouth. Large sections
of the prairie may be covered by water, as in 1852, 1860, and 1882.
Subsurface water is easily obtained by shafts sunk 10 or 15 feet.
Alkaline salts in the soil harden the water di ceably but, as a

ace of almost

appearance.

Sh)
D,

compensation, aid in producing crops of high-grade wheat.
Originally a thick sod covered the plain of the Red River, and the
chief cover is still the prairie grasses. Superimposed is a pattern of

the numerous

tree lines following the watercourses and the margins

) 2 ) of the Forty-
ish North American Bound-

2. M. Dawson: Reporton the Geology and Resources of the R
Ninth Parallel, from the Lake of the Woods to the Rocky Mountains,
ary Commission, Montreal, 1875, pp. 212 ff.

G F o L5 = " - RE
4 Air Photos of the Red River Valley, Topographical Survey of { ‘awa, File No. FA807

(70-100).
§ Upham, op. cit., D. 27-
¢ Personal communication from W. J. Healy, provincial librz

[0}
-

THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH

ponds. Timber supplies were depleted early by the wood-burning
steamers. The prairie vegetation permitted rapid breaking of the
soil by use of the steel plow but necessitated the importation of wood
from the forest lands fringing the valley on the north and east.
Climate is uniform throughout the valley and presents both
advantages and obstacles to settlement. The Red River Valley folk
perspire in summer from the excessive heat, while the winds swirl
dust clouds up from the soil. Winter blizzards whip them with
flying grains of snow and make it hard to find the way from house to
barn. These are extremes, however. No matter how hot the days are
in summer, the nights are usually cool and refreshing. The tempera-
ture seems to be generally invigorating during the six months when the
land is worked and the harvest gathered. In winter it is consistently
below zero Fahrenheit, but the dry air makes the extreme cold easier
to bear than the moderate cold of the humid Great Lakes area. The
climate may be referred to as a CC’d type—subhumid, microthermal,
with a deficiency of precipitation at all seasons but with moisture

.enough for agriculture. Thunderstorms bring a large portion of the

rainfall, which is heaviest usually in June. Snow covers the prairies
a foot deep from December to March. Mean annual precipitation
ranges from some 24 inches in the upper valley to 19 inches at Pembina
and nearly 22 inches at Winnipeg. The mean wind velocity approxi-
mates that at Chicago, but the lack of cover upon the prairie makes
the force of the wind more noticeable. A minimum of thawing in
winter permits continuous use of the thin sheet of snow for sled
transportation.

TaeE PIONEER FRINGE

Ther 69 flowing fresh. river rising rapidly. many of the settlers passing out

with their cattle and carts toward mountain. . . . (May 6, 1852.)
noon WN.W . . . wading about in fort up to knee . . . the plains like a

sea. (May 13, 1852.)

Ther 59 River has fallen since Saturday. saw a procession of cattle and people
crossing plains to the houses similar to what I saw when the water was rising. (June
7, 1852.)7

Dr. Cowan watched the progress of the flood of 1852 on the Red
River of the North from Fort Garry, and from this diary excerpt it is
apparent that settlement was confined to the riverbanks, where water,
wood, and soil existed together. At first the prairie, here as elsewhere,
repelled the settlers; yet by 1881 farmers had settled the length and
breadth of the valley and by 1886 had passed on toward the Rockies
(Fig. 1). To trace the advance of the “pioneer fringe’’ into this area
is the main object of this paper.

The frontier of settlement may be thought of as a skirmish line

7 William Cowan: Fort Garry Journals, 1852, MSS (dated in notebook April 21, 1852, to May 28,

1853).
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marking rance of ti f il 1
2 king thﬁ advance of tillers of the soil into new uncultivated land
he ter ‘pi or fri 3 1 its f .
m " pioneer fringe’’® describes its form most accurately and

1s used synonymously with frontier. Density of population “ﬂorg% a
?.Iue to the location of the frontier but must b-/e used cautiousl;t che;I;
ing sparseness of population, indicative of frontier conditions ’qc'ainem
the populamon maximum that the land is able to support onya‘ ;oxx*er
level of culture. In the case of the Red River Valley we can identify
and locate the frontier in terms of an outer limit dof two persons a
square mile.® iy

THE FRINGE IN 1850

50. Lt stretche e tip of Green Bay roughly south-
west across the Mississippi toward the fork of the Platte and Missouri
r];*\‘er?_, p.assing to the nor'th of Portage City, Prairie du Chien, and

es Moines, then retreating beyond in a half circle to make a final
advance up the Missouri beyond Council Bluffs. In advance of the
line proper were islands of settlement, round in form at Wausau and
Eau Claire and elongated from Winona to St. Cloud in the direction
of the Red River Valley. The level of culture here included use of the
steamboat and stage for transport and dependence on agriculture
to produce food and shelter, but it still lacked the chilled-steel plow
and the reaper as tools. The fur trade was passing on, and Bottineau,
the scout, advertised land, plows, and wagons for sale.l® The Red
River Valley had only isolated loci of settlements within its great
area, where nomad tribes hunted the bison herds.

Northwest of the pioneer fringe was Pembina, a cluster of half a
dozen log dwellings at the fork of the Pembina and the Red rivers.
Across the line was the Hudson's Bay Company’s trading post. The
log houses of half-breed hunters were scattered along the streams
toward Pembina Mountain.

Red River settlement ce
the Red and the Assiniboine rivers.
floated the red ensign of the Hu
across the river rose the twin towers
which the bells chimed the evening vespers. From this ce
““serpentine’’ villages radiated in a rather uniform pattern
washed cabins or stone houses fronting on the river as in old
with the farms stretching back in two-mile bands to the ¢

The dwellings increased in number around |

haying fields. . - :
Point. Windmills used for grinding grain whirled their arms at 1

ntered around Fort Garry at the fork of
Above the stone walls of the fort
dson’s Bay Company. Directly

, Vol. 21, T

Jordan Country, Geogr
a used in the **StatistiC

8 Jsaiah Bowman: ' -3
P it f the criteri f the United

9 Compare definition ol the criterl
States, Taken in the Year 1000,” W ashington, 19003, P- 26.

10 T, C. Blegen: Minnesota Pioneer Life as Revealed i
History, Vol. 7, 1926, pP. 99—I2I.

[
—

111€S0L@

n Newspaper Adve

THE ADVANCE OF THE FRONTIER

1850 — 1886

Assiniboia. The areas upon which the densities were plotted were drz

descriptions in the Statutes of Manitoba, Statutes

noted in Hind (see footnote 15). Contemporary map:
of thelines. Theroutelocations were plotted from the annualr

F1c. 1—Maps showing the advance of the frontier of settlement and the
frontier territory. The population figures were taken from the recor

and descriptions were

ommunications in
States, Dominion
ion enumeration
'n from the corresponding
, and the parish areas
d in the final drawing
rts of the Northern Pacific, Canadian

ds of

n

Pacific, and St. Paul and Minneapolis railroads, from the Dominion’s Department of Railways and

Canals, and from contemporary records.

Q2
3
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84
Garry settlement extended north for

er. From Fort : -
made up chiefly of the farmhouseg

vals along the riV
es to Stone Fort,

twenty mil iniboi
i?iﬁz Selkirlyc cettlers, and west along the Assiniboine, where

two miles could be seert the dwellings of the pensioners of the H
Bay Company’ ond beyond, to the Praire du Cheval Blanc, the half-

11
breed settlements. =
The level of culture, here, used muscle power for trar
for food and shelter depended principally on hunting and 2

cort of agriculture that was just beginning. The settle
;)racticallz' isolated from the outer world, since York boat

Red River carts, and dog carioles did_ .
cheapness of transport. Cavalcades of Red R.n'er Car}s set ¢
the spring and fall bison hunts o to carry t;radmg.gooas farther west,
In autumn the felds along the river were filled with workers reaping
and stacking the grain.

The winter entombed the settlements in drifts
of snow, and wolves preye

not give speed, reguls

d upon the stock.

TuE ADVANCE FROM 1850 TO 1860

The following decade witnessed certain surges forward
the valley. Settlers moved west from Fort Garry to Portage la
Prairie and from Pembina to Pembina Mountain but did not locate
upon the prairies. In describing the latter settlement of St. ]
an observer stated that it was “cituated upon the eastern sl of the
longitudinal ridge of land, called Mount Pembina, which
heavily wooded, and presents an Alleganian appearance.
settlers at this stage of frontier advance seem to have jumped £
eastern forests to for +

of their culture were not yet strong enough to overcome the ol
of the intervening plains—the heavy sod and the lack of water
and transport to market.”

About 1857 the Red River Valley became a center o
the cession of the vast Hudson's Bay Company territories
was under discussion. Furthermore, a drive northwestwa
region was actually beginning. Settlers were moving up tf
Wing and Mississippi rivers, and Fort Abercrombie wa
military post at the fork of the Ottertail and Bois de
The U. S. Post Office located at Pembina ahead of the army
venturers laid out the townsites of Breckinridge and Gral

The transport complex of the advancing frontier s
the Red River Valley in 1859. Anson Northrup carried
steamboat across the prairies to the Red River, where
gether and steamed down to Fort Garry. The Burbanks b

D

|

1], W. Bond: Minnesota and Its Resources, Redfield, 1853, p. 288.
2 Jhid., p. 276.
12V, P. Webb: The Great Plains, Boston, 1031, pp. 8-9.
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A L k5

line from the Mississippi to the Red, and dots of settlement or

along t}le route .from St. Cloud to Bfeckinrid\;e c.1; Gci:vuné I-?W ?F
head of navigation. A printing press was GV;H trans w'm‘;; ki ]I u%
ox team from St. Paul to Fort Garry, and the A\'U}"TT: e

the first newspaper in the Red River Valley.l4 #
I'se FRINGE FrROM 1860 TO 18%70
JE S S S s
he pioneer fringe now ran from the Menominee River G

Bay northwest to a point above i AT e

3 a point above the junction of the Crow Wing Rixy
and the Mississippi and ther e Corntdo il we e gl e
e i and there turned directly south on a parallel
e . I A i e 3 1! Il a paratiet
%%11 t _GPQQLA meridian to cross the Minnesota near the Blue Eartl
1ver. rom there i de a B L
om there it made a concave curve and struck the Missouri
T K ne viissouri

1
nr o Caee Eaaae k) w !
near klou;\ City to send fingers of settlement upstream on th
River and the Platte. The fronti . s
edge of the Red River Valley, waiti

vanced beyond that of 1850, si i
beyond that of 1850, since steamboat and stage reached the
1 oldyg 1Callilc 11C
McCormick hz 7 :
Cormick had moved west from Virginia to the edge of the plains
where he was needed, and by 1 R o
reapers a year at Chicago.
o lFe} ond the frontier of settlement, life in the loci of the Red River
alley \\_as centered around the maintenance of trans ﬁol‘t‘*t;O‘; Tarnd
CO = . . e 1 . . 9 iy i i, & g
mmunication until one reached the junction of the Red and the

oY Ty AT N . 5 5
860 his factory was turning out

agriculture. Travelers were put up at stage stations, while wagons
and horses were changed as at Dayton andLAlexanﬁdhr?\ja} Twri: /\Ol?b
served as a transshipping point from wagons or sgat)'é<. to L\Iu:b‘ t‘i“n
boat, .\Vhile Fort Abercrombie functionued As g ;roktc—c:ti\';e bf“‘i‘;‘
Pempmg partially controlled trade, maintained trja;w ‘!O“é :ﬂ ‘Lﬂjit
munication, and carried on some agriculture. frd
An observer of life in the ‘“‘serpentine’ villages radiatin
Fort Garry noted various strata of culture, ranging \ron{ ;hr v:l
f"v.nd plains hunters to the steamboat men, i'rebi;hbtel tibonden
independent farmers. But plains hunting Wa:QtiN a primary source
of livelihood, in contrast with farming : R e il S

up the Winnipeg River.!®
Many forces conspired to block the seemingly imminent forward

14 The Nor' Wester, Vol. 1, No. 1, Wednesday, Dec. 28
fﬂH. Y. Hind of the Canadi ’
London, 1860; reference in Vol. 1, p. 156.

1¢ Expedition of 1857, 2 vols.
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The fur trade of the Hudson's Bay Com-

and held its land

settlement. The

of 1862 and drove

the intersectional
Settlers even in

thrust of the pioneer fringe.
pany was threatened by any agricultural advance
north of the 49-degree line practically closed to
Plains Indians went on the warpath in the autumn
the pioneers back toward the Mississippi. Then
conflict in the South drained men from Minnesota.
the years following seemed to trek across these woodless plains to
reach the wooded mountains and valleys of the farther West.

ADVANCE OF THE RAILROADS

The annals of settlement in the valley are scant until 1870, but a
drive forward began in 1869. The Northern Pacific Railway was
ready to strike from Lake Superior across the Red River, and the St.
Paul and Pacific was about to resume its progress northwestward
from St. Paul toward the valley. Not only were the means of penetra-
tion about to appear but the land north of the 49-degree line was also
being opened to settlement. The Hudson's Bay Company had sold
its territory to the newly created Dominion of Canada, which was
anxious to fill its land with settlers and hold it against “manifest
A new tool for the conquest of the prairies was being
Oliver—his steel plow, which could easily break their
tough sod. The frontier was now backed by powerful forces.

Thus the pioneer fringe had pushed forward toward the Red River
Valley in the shape of a forked tongue along the headwaters of the
Mississippi and the Minnesota, but it still hesitated in the forests at
the southeastern edge of the prairies. In 1870 the skirmish line ran
from the middle of the west shore of Green Bay to the 93rd meridian
and from there northwest around Lake Mille Lacs to the source of the
Crow Wing River. Thence it passed south through the Ottertail
chain of lakes, turning southwest at a point opposite Lake Traverse

Minnesota River at the g6th meridian. More venturesome
o lines of

destiny.”’
perfected by

to cross the
dots of settlement advanced beyond the fringe along tw

transport toward the Red River.

Along the advancing frontier could be seen log cabins, with shacks
and sod houses in the open prairies at the edge of the woods. Slow-
moving oxen drew the heavy wagons of the farmers, and first crops
were sometimes obtained by planting corn and potatoes in cuts made
in the sod with an axe. The breaking plow was coming into use and
was often used in common by many neighbors. The railroads were at
last striking out steadily toward the Red River. The St. Paul and
Pacific was advancing toward Breckinridge by way of Morris, while t
Northern Pacific was under construction from Lake Superior p
Brainerd toward Fargo. An outlet for crops raised on the plains was

appearing.

THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH

ITarther downstream settlers and speculators were hover;
site of the present Fargo, but then there was ; \\:di Lan‘ S
and St. Vincent were reached. Again thereu Waq_H:'fIc:i D :
the outliers of the farmsteads radiating from F';L}C\:
The little village of Winnipeg was Q?owi;o ;;149&”
.future great metropolis of the Caxlzad;an Nor{ih\\i;; E
its twenty-five or more buildings. But Stil_l Eb e N“
plains and clung to the rivers. ¢ PR
Settlers were drifting in all along the Rec
kept to the wooded streams. ;

V Were

Young men,

followed in covered wagons, far ahead
services of doctor and teacher. Alongside were +

Indians on their ponies loped silently past.
But the forerunners of the railroads were just gainin

¢

The stage bumped and rocked along the routg

Georgetown, while the Selkirk prepared for her

garry. These means of transport, joined to the rail

awson Ro Ss s g

: Route, brought passengers and freight to
Settlements. 5

fashion and the first Dominion census was being ta
papers of Winnipeg still carried the list Dricci of
those of agricultural implements.!® e
During the nex 7 years sett

B e e vl
the new railroads. The rails of tllebAéi L;;j; and B o
Breckinridge, and immigrants paralleled and‘mf— :
Moorhead and Fargo grew as the Northern P auu 5

:
the Red River. The Dawson Route from Lake Superior

and on the Red River south of Winnipeg.l”? Other settlers
near Stony Mountain northwest of \\‘innipgq and o;t;“d‘oﬂ 4
bom(‘a. The depression of 1873 retarded é'rg\\'th in 111a1i\‘n\‘;s\'< T
a prize crop of wheat by a homesteader on the 511;xmugx
Fargo pointed toward the future. TaRER

The pioneer fringe really began to penetrate the pl
when Mennonites from southern Russia traveled dI’OV\.'I: trear

o

16 Canada, Sess. Papers, 1876, No. 7, xli, pp. T i obe Da
x ana_ a, Sess pers, 1876, No. 7,xli, pp. 10z ff.; Maniiobe Daily Fre
: : - ; Manit Daily Fre
Manitoba Daily Free Press, Nov. 9, 1872.
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steamboat and dared to locate on the open 'plains north of the 49-
degree line and east of Pembina Mountaix?. Six 'thousand 'Mgnnonzteg
brought their old culture from the Rusvsann plains to a similar 1a'11d_
scape.!s Settlements in the strassendorf iorr? soon dotted t_he plains,
and the land held in common was farmed efficiently according to the
Old World rules. A deep religious spirit pervaded the communities,
and their communal devotions compensated for the lack of contact
with the outer world. These nearly self-sufficient Mennonite com-
munities were established on the plains of the Red River far in advance
of the railroads. The inherited culture of these pioneers was perfectly
adapted to the new environment, and therg was no.need to revert
to the primitive culture met at the edge of the frontier of settlement.

South of the 49-degree line the power-machine culture of the
United States helped to conquer the resistance of the plains by making
large-scale farms profitable. By 1875 breaking plows were ripping up
the tough prairie sod near Casselton for the Cass-Cheney Farm.
bonanza crop reaped attracted a rush of large-acreage purchasers in-
tent on bonanza wheat farming. This accomplished the purpose of
the two directors of the Northern Pacific who had bought the land for
the following reason: “We needed something larger than the small
fields of the homesteader to attract farmers with means and give the
road something to carry.’® The steamboats, flatboats, and freight
wagons carried in heavy loads of lumber and tools and began the ex-
port of wheat in 1876, in addition to the fur bales. Yet a north and
south railroad was needed to tap the wealth of the valley, and that did
not materialize until December of 1878.

Meanwhile settlers moved in from the south and east. The western
prairies near Buxton received settlers from Szetersdalen, Norway,

7
m

and these pioneers used all the tools of their old culture from farm
implements to skis in conquering the plains. The railroad reserves
often constituted an annoying man-made difficulty for these settlers.
Swedes and New Englanders were taking up land along the Park River,
halfway between Grand Forks and Pembina. Icelandic settlers even
left the shores of Lake Winnipeg, where the heavy timber and swa
made progress difficult, and settled near Pembina Mountain close to
old St. Joseph. They avoided prairies farther to the east because
“logs for houses could be had without the necessity of hauling them
from a distance” and because ““it was sometimes difficult to get wate
on these prairies.”® Many of the settlers walked south to the h

=

18 Alexander Begg and W. R. Nursey: Ten Vears in Winnipeg, Winnipeg, 1879, pp. 11
Adam Shorttand A. G. Doughty, edits.: Canada and Its Provinces, Edinburgh edit., Vol. 20, ”
1014, D. 205.

19 J. B. Power: Bits of History Connected with the Early Days of the Northern Pacific Railw
and the Organization of Its Land Department, Collections State Hisi. Soc. of North Dakota, \
1910, DP. 337-348;reference on pp. 344-345.

* Sveinbjorn Johnson: The Icelandic Settlement of Pembina County, Collections Staie Hist.
Soc. of North Dekote, Vol. 1, 1906, pp. 89-131; reference on p. 9g.
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Grandin Farm to work in the wheatfields and ac
necessary on the more recent frontiers of settlement.

There were many gaps even at the tir
ing the railroad forward over the eastern prairies.
settled spaces from Moorhead to Crookston and
St. Vincent. From Emerson just across the borde
progressing. There was a gap from Winnipeg to the
ments in the west prairies, and from there to Grafton.2!

However, at the beginning of 1879 a rail line ran from St.
Winnipeg over the eastern prairies and up to Fargo on tl
prairies, which were also tapped by the east-west rai
Superior.” The great surge of settlement reached it
by 1881 our saga was completed.

The pioneer fringe had figuratively flowed down the Red River
Valley, washed against the eastern shore of the old Ia
spilling over the western shore. That is, the frontier
the western tip of Lake Superior, curving northwest above )
across the Red Lake River to the 19-degree line at th
the Red River region, and thence to the east shore of
The frontier crossed from Gimli on Lake Winnipeg
Lake Manitoba. There were scattered settlements

tain, passing east of the Sheyenne River toward
Prairies and the Missouri. There appears to have be
marshy area between the Morris River and the
by railroad and drainage.

The density map of five years later shows the pione
westward beyond Devil's Lake and into the C
though some turn back with bitterness in their he
the legend seen on a covered wagon in Alberta (1917)
from water, Fifty miles from food, To Hell with South
We're leaving there for good.’'2

The Red River Valley, then, was a
far-flung frontier of today. Here mer
lems of the Great Plains—the lack of
able conditions. The new tools such as
tried out. Governments tested method
railroad subsidy and were faced with
farmers. Statesmen wrestled with the probl

necessity of constructing railroads to

2 James J. Hill: History of Agriculture in Minnesota, Minnesota Hi
1805-1808, pp. 275—290; reference on p. 285.

2 Manitoba Daily Free Press, Dec. 5, 187

22 Personal communication from J. C. Cameron
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coast brought Canadians in contact with the problems of the Canadian
Shield—too much water, wood, and rock. They overcame the ob-
stacle. which may assume its old role of binding the Canadians to-
c ‘ . . . =
gether not by the fur trade as in the past but by the exploitation of
minerals.

THE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND OTHER QUESTIONS

The Red River Valley is a natural region cut by an international
boundary. Did the 49-degree line distort the progress of settlement?

Before 1870 the line appears to have been a barrier to settlement
northward, since entrance of farmers by steamboat and stage was
hampered by the Hudson’s Bay Company. Yet trade and other con-
tact between St. Paul and Fort Garry were not halted even by annoy-
ing duties imposed at the boundary. After 1870 the line began to
exert a more effective influence over trade, as when the Mounted
Police ejected the American fur traders. The boundary was used by
both governments as a means of restricting the transport of goods.
Freighting by Red River carts was brought to an end in 1871, and
steamers were debarred in 1880. However, both were being super-
seded by better modes of transportation, and settlement does not
seem to have been retarded. Following 1870 the boundary was opened
wide to the currents of settlement, except for the land reservations on
either side. Many United States institutions, such as the quarter
section, and also tools were adopted by our friends across the border
as an aid in conquering the plains.

During the ten years in which the frontier swept most swiftly
across the Red River Valley (1875-1885) we observe little distortion
in development, except perhaps some retardation because of lack of
railroad facilities in Manitoba. That requires further research. The
pattern of development in this natural region seems to have been
little distorted by the presence of an international boundary. The
question is raised whether there can be international planning for the
utilization of a natural region.

The progress of the frontier in the Red River V. alley, when viewed
as a whole, accentuates the point that transformation of the landscape
began to occur when the forces synchronized. Only after 1875 did
new tools, presence of transport facilities, population drive, and free-
dom to settle upon the land without disturbance from nomads harmo-
nize. Can such a harmonization be planned?

The speed of advance is striking, since within a short decade
a grassland was transformed into a wheat granary. In contrast with
earlier frontiers, the area was covered with remarkable speed. Is
rapid expansion the wisest path to take, or do we need more control?

The complexity of the pioneer fringe is very apparent as regards
race. German Mennonites emigrated from southern Russia and took

THE RED RIVER OF THE NORTH

up land on the plains east of Pembina Mountain. Cana
along the wooded Boyne, while French Canadians broke grot
the streams east of the Red River. Swedes. Norwegians, :
settled in rather solid blocks within the valley. How well have
different stocks adapted themselves to their new
attained unity of action?

The pattern of settlement has a wide range. Along the strea
are long, narrow strips of land with single rows of dwe
edge of the bank or clumps of dwellings with the fields ;
as at Graham’s Point. Upon the prairies homes are scattered through
the sections, but in contrast is the strassendorf of the Menn. S
The “bonanza’ farm pattern is again different. What are
groupings?

These pioneers lived on varying economic levels. The huge
such as that of the Grandins, represented an immense outlay of
while the Norwegian settlers near Buxton operated on
level. The Mennonites borrowed heavily to pay
their settlement. How may pioneers be most effici

The actual form of progress assumed by thi
not a steady surge down the valley, as the density maps
1881 seem to indicate. Loci of settlement were shot §
the wooded streams and at the river forks to the
Settlement then filled in along the streams and gave

environment and

a1 s
1 about

veins of the leaf. Patches of settlement began to ag n
stices on the prairies, but only to the north and south, leavin

gaps in the central area, which were finally filled in to form the picture

seen in 1881. Should communal groups be planned for th
fringe as holders of the far-flung loci?

These are some of the questions that arise in a :
progress of settlement in the Red River Valley
have significance in planning for the utilizatior
The state and local planning boards of the U

W

controlled movement of the old pioneer fringe.
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February 8, 1935

Gentlemen:
¢ President has
you most cordially for that

gere so good as to send him.

it and greatly sppreciates your kind thought in

sinecerely yours,

Montana Relief Commission,
1st Netional Bank Building,




February 8, 1935

Gentlemen:

pres ident has gsked me 1o

he
pH i)

vou most cordially for t¢hat fine picture you
e —

were so good as 10 send him. He is &

eciates your kind thought in

it and greatly appr

Montena Relief Commission,
1st National Bank Building,
Helena,

et =
Montans.
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P

illy pleased

;reetings and

n, asks me i

your welfare

Mrs. S. Hitchell,

119 West School Sireet,
Visalia,

Celifornia,
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< / | is brim full of chccr,

# To be a reminder
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7m thi n[zing o{)]ou

oD A)} A TQMORRO\\) 88 especially pleased
and ALL THROUGH b
THE YEAR,/

irthday greetings and

< 243 4 -t %
» 5. Hitechell,

West School Street,
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February 11, 193%

« Mitchell:
The President was especially pleased
¢0 receive your friendly birthdsy greetings and
know how much he a

sending him ¢!

his very

}::rs ° .:I e
119 West School Street,
Visalis,

California,
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February 14, 1935

My dear kir, Miceli:

md him

wants you to know that he greatly appre-~

ciates your thoughtfulness, He asks me to con-~

vey his very best wishes.

Very sincerely vours
R g o t ]

Ignazio Miceli, Esq.,
212 East 117th St.,
New York, N.Y.
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February 14, 1

My dear lir, Marting
The President is in receipt

which you were good enot m and wants

you to know how much he appreciates your kind

thou;

me to convey his very best wishes

Very sincerely yours,
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Misiti, Esq.,
Nill Street,

East Port C weater,

Connseticut,










THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON




LANGLEY PARK
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND

/?Lf}’cr//wl&? jé*"‘ff( v

M1 facsidet,




¥l

es.and Mrs.

Pr

@©
)

1
L




8 its origin to the zeal of
¥ i.c of the Blessed Sacra-
. who died in the

May 26,

daughter of St. Teresa wz dis-

tinguishel 1or h-r devotion to the Holy Child

Jesus. Her writings have received ecclesiastical
approbation, and the cause of her beatification
is now pending before the Holy See at Rome.

Her “Life,” written in French and glish, has
had extensive circulaiion, and been the means
of attract:ng many souls to the ctice of the
virtues of the Sacred Infancy, of which her own
aintly career was the faithful mirror.

sired from above, Ven. Mar uerite of the
crament made a chaplet i

three Our Fathers in honor of the H
and twelve Hail Marys in memory of the
years of the S ed Infancy of our divine S
viour. To this chaplet of liftecn beac is attached
a medal of the Holy Infant Jesus. During the
lifetime of Ven. Sister Marguerite the chaplet
received the approbation of Superiors, and on
August 9, 1855, Fius 1X. granted an Indul-




“LITTLE CROWN

Chaplet of the Holy Infant Jesus.

THIS d
the Ven. Sister Margueri.e of the B d Sacra-
ment, a Carmelite Religious, who died in the
f sanc.ity at Beaune, France, May 26,

tion owes its origin to the zeal of

ged 27 years.

worthy daughter of St. Teresa was dis-
d for her devotion to the Holy Child
Her writings have rec

tion, and the cause of her beatification

is now pending before the Holy See at Rome.
1

J” written in French and English, has
had extensive circulation, and

of attracting many souls to the practice of the
virtues of the Sacred Infancy, of which her own

been the means

saintly career was the faithful mirror.

Inspired from above, Ven. Marguerite of the
Blessed Sacrament made a chaplet consisting of
three Our Fathers in honor of the Holy Family,
and twelve Hail Marys in memory of the twelve
years of the Sacred Infancy f our divine Sa-
viour. To thi et of tiftecn beads is attached
a medal of the Holy Infant Jesus. During the
lifetime of Ven. Sister Marguerite the chaplet
received the approbation of Superiors, and on
August 9, 1855, Pius 1X. granted an Indul-




gence of 300 days, applicable to the souls in
purgatory, for its devout recitatior
On the medal the following invo
“Divine Infant Jesus, I adore Thy Cross, I
acceptall the crosses Thou wilt be pleased to send
me. Adorable Trinity, I offer Thee for the glory
of the Holy Name of God, all the adorations of
the Sacred Heart of the Holy Infant Jesus.”
Each “ Our Father” and * Hail Mary” is
ceded by the aspiration: “And the Word was
made flesh and dwelt amongst us.” On term
nating the chaplet, say: « Holy Infant Jesus,
bless and ;
> Infant revealed to His faithful
ng to Him is this holy prac-
d her that He would grant
special graces, above all purity of heart and
innocence, to all who carried the chaplet on
their person and recited it in honor of the
mysterics of His holy infancy. As a sign of
He showed these chaplets
1 a supernatural light.
Our Lord, likewise, revealed to Ven. Mar-
rite of the Blessed Sacrament that those who
piously recite it in memory of His abasements
at Bethiechem, in Egypt and at Nazareth, would

not fail to experience the d
their spiritual and.t mpora
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