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November 14, 1944

s dear ir. and Hrs. Gage:

The Precident has askeG me to thank

you for your letter of recent apore-

stes the friendly thou +ht which prompted yo

to send him the framed picture

are in extending to you his very best wishes.

Very sincerely yours,
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Mr, William Grossman,

543 N, 6th Strest, <

Philadelphia 23,

Pennsylvania,

November 17, 1
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PHONE: M~ R. 4677
BEAVER DAM CRANBERRY CO.
CRANBERRY-BLUEBERRY GROWERS
WHITING, NEW JERSEY

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 7, Whitesbeg, N. WM. GROSSMAN

Scientifically dusted by plane - - -
- - - for your protection
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vember 20, 194k

to

one of your

please be

of his friendliness.

Yery sincerely yours,

X

¥iss Zelia Orove,
Miami High Sehool,

Miami,
Arigzona,




FIToiusiiy wauuvs
your letter of November tenth, with

campaign buttons made by one of your students,

-

Burgess. Will you please be

Alvin

X

express to him the

of his friendliness.

v 3 2 o p a’ler 5
Yery sincerely yours,

D, HASSETY
the President

Miami High School,

Miami,
Arizona,




November 20, 194l

¥y dear #iss Grove:
President wants me to thank
our letter of November tenth, with
ign buttons made by cne of your
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November 20, 1944

Ny dear ir. Gololebs

- S 3 dwmsd AP han o i
it was indeed kind of you to send that

pe b

#ift to the President. I want to thank

L&

% 1 o P 4 0 e wpgna s bad I
yehalfy and to assure you that

friendl iness,

Very sincerely yours,

PR o . -
Grace G. Tully
Private Secretary

lr. louls Gololeb,
443 Stone Avenue, >

Brooklyn,

: L
New York,
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how much he enjoj

encugh to send

FPresident,
y Star Fish & Oyster Compan
# - Hobile 1,

Alabama,
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November 27, 1944

My dear Mr. Greeni

Your letter of Novemb: ighth to the
President, with the enclo pictures, has been
received, He wants you to know that he is most

iatiy your expression of confidence in

T am truly sorry thst we cannct meed
your wishes fok the President's signature and
tograph. I feel sure that you will understand,
vever, vhen I explain that the pressure of his
gent war duties makes 1% impossible to comply
h the great number of reguests of this nature
ich are being received.

Yery sincerely yours,

grace G. Tully
Privaie Secretary

¥r, Maurice S, Gre ’
180 South Maryland Avenue,
Atlantic City,

New Jersey.
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GAZDA ENj‘cf;lNEERING -1712 INDUSTRIAL TRUST BUILDING - PROVIDENCE-R-I-

/f*

_//fx/fgg Migs Grace G. Tully,

Private Secretary to The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

November 16, 194k

My dear Miss Tully,

Under separate cover I am sending you
two boxes of book-matches, which you may find useful,
especially in these days of shortage. The design shows
some of the contribution of Rhode Island to the war effort.

I should appreciate it very much if you
would give the President one box of these book-matches,
which he may find handy.

Very sincerely yours,

Anéﬁzzgfz;jéa



My dear Nr. Greens

Your letter of Hovem
President, with the enclosed I 28 t
received., He wanis you %0 know that he is most
D 7‘30"",5223 of your expression 0L cszz*;.deme in
s lesdership.

am truly sorry that we cannct neet
s f :b the President's signature and
b “ T feel sure that you will understand,
rever, when I explain that the pressure of his
gent war duties makes 1% impossible to compl
great number of reme%t« of this nature

VYery sincerely yours,

Grace G. Tully
Private Secretary

<

2
¥r, Maurice S. Green,
160 South Maryland Avenue,
Atlantic City,

New Jersey.
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yvember 27, 1944

Hr, Greeng

.vi"“” letter of Hoven
th the enclo G(‘; :*‘r ehures
T.fe wmts g‘cd -tﬁ, i‘i'\,ﬁ L‘L

*"ngve of your expression 0L esnfzdence in

JEaps

nost

am truly sorry thst we camnnot msed
fop the President's signature and
T feel sure that you will understand,
explain that the pressure of his
makes it impossible to comply
great number of regquests of this nature
being received.

sincerely yours,

Grace G. Tully
Private Secretary

x
¥r, Maurice S. Green,
180 Socuth Maryland Avenue,
Atlantic City,
New Jerseye.




November 27, 1944

My dear Mr, Green:

Your letter of November eigh th to the
nt, with the enclosed pictures, has o
ds He wants you to know that he is most

i your expression of confidence in

T am truly sorry thst we camnnot meed
vour wishes fo# the President's signature and
_. I feel sure that you will understand,
however, when I explain that the pressure of his
urgent war duties makes i% impossible to comply
with the great number of requests of this nature
ich are being received.

Very sincerely yours,

Grace G. Tully
Private Secretary

<
¥r, Maurics S. M
1680 South Haryland Avenue,
Atlantic City,
New Jersey.
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the words: "VOTE FOI ROOSEVELT —~ MY NAME

(No letter. A campaig







3

~“2 9299390900203

1€




Dear Hr,. Gamboli:

Please accept the Fresideni's thanks
for your thoughtiuiness in sending hin
personaily inscribed copy of your hook LOVE

AMPAGE AND OTHER STORIES, He desply ¢
T .
ciates your couriesy.

With respect to the question of suspen-
sion of parole, I ragret %o advise you thal the
Precident cannst %ake the injitiative in inter-
vening. 1 would suggest that you meke your

sppesl direct through the asppropriate suthorities.

Verr sincersly yours,

WILLIAM D, HAS
Sgeretary %o ths

A
Hr. Pred Cambell,
P, O, Bex
Syracuse 1, New York,

Utica, N.Y., after being wounded and severely shell-shocked in
the invasion of the Green Islands, approximately one huadred
miles from the then Japanese strong~hold of the Pacific, Rabaul,
when two bombs landed about forty feet from my machine-gun post
during & night raid by the Japs. I also saw service in New
Caledonia, New Hebrides, Guadalcanal, Tulgia, Russell Island,
Vella Lavella, Treasury Island, and Bouganville. (See attached
clipping. Please return same,)




Frep M. GAMBOLI

AUTHOR - PLAYWRIGHT - COLLABORATER

R
! \g MEMBER: American Legion, Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars
i g
PO Box &52, Syracuse 1, New ¥ork
Nov, 11, 194k

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. President:

Today we celebrated Armistice Day. I marched with the living,
disabled veterans and comrades of 1918 and today, who have
fought so gallantly for the cause of democracy and freedom,
and to preserve our form and system of a great, democratic
institution. '

As I marched with them, Mr. President,I thought of our
other comrades, who will never march with us, and whose only
thanksgiving is & white cross to mark their place of rest.
They are not so fortunate &s we are. They march -- yes, beyond
the blue horizan. Two by two, they file by with the rest of
the soldiers of other wars, from 1776 to the present, forever
keeping their eyes upon us. They paid & heavy price for the
freedom and liberty we enjoy today -— those boys did, as they
are still doing today,

Did I say "the freedom and liberty we enjoy today," Mr,
President? I wonder if I can consider myself & free man? May
I tell you the reason why?

: In June, 1941, at the age of sixteen, I was convicted (by &
\g% plea of guilty) of robbery, first degree, armed, and sentenced

\ 1o Auburn State Prison, Auburn, N.Y., for a term cf from twenty
to forty years. ket

I was released after serving ten long, bitter years and placed
on parole for thirty years. A year later, I volunteered to be
drafted into the Armed Forces for immediate active duty -- since
I could not enlist, because of my status as an ex-convict and
draft classification of U4-F.

Recently, I was honorably discharged from Rhoads General Hospital,
Utica, N.Y., after being wounded and severely shell-ghocked in
the invasion of the Green Islands, approximately one hundred
miles from the then Japanese strong=hold of the Pacific, Rabaul,
when two bombs landed about forty feet from my machine-gun post
during a night raid by the Japs. I also saw service in New
Caledonia, New Hebrides, Guadalcanal, Tulgia, Russell Island,
Vella Lavella, Treasury Island, and Bouganville. (See attached
clipping. Please return same.)



—-291

Mr, President,l enlisted in the army primarily for one
purpose =- and that is, I believed (and still do) in the
decency of democracy, freedom, liberty, justice, and the
rights of the people to live &8s & free people, I shall
always fight for that right.

Consequently, in all sincerity, am I not now entitled to
enjoy those rights for which I fought upon the fields of
battles —=— to live as a free man without the shackles of
parole == without living in haunting fear of parole? If I
have no right whatever to enjoy those same rights and

privileges, as a free man and citizen, what then?

Mr. President, is THIS the America for which I fought
without fear or regard for personal safety? Is THIS the
America =- the land of opportunity and equal rights for
all ~-= for which I bled? If not, should I continue to live
in a hated, haunting fear of parole -—- or as an honorable,
trustworthy, loyal, law-abiding, grateful citizen-veteran,
seeking continually for self-betterment, as well as to
better the country and community in which he lives?

I leave the case in your hands. I appeal directly to you,
as my commander-in-~chief, in the name of decency and
democracy of a great people, whose unquestionable confidence
you already have, for a human chance to live freely and
honorably. I appeal largely to you, for you represent the
voice of the people of these United States, for which I
fought, for suspension of parole through executive

clemency or pardon, or through congressional or senatorial
legislation. (The Honorable Joe Starnes, M.C., Honorable
John Lesinski, Honorable John E. Rakin, Chairman of the
Commnittee on World War Veterans'lLegislation, Mr, Millard

W. Rice, and others, favor clemency or pardon of all

federal convicts and parollees who have had active

honorable service in the Armed Forces during the period

of WW II.)

Yours for continued health and success,

Respectfully,

% 24X
/ /,/ ‘:)(,,. 33 A{,r"y" et

FRED M. GAMBOLI

\ Incidentally, Mr., President, I sincerely trust you enjoy

: reading the little book I have sent to you. If you do,

mey I impose upon you for a comment in a seperate letter?

Any favorable comment you might make, with your permission
to quote you, would certainly give me & big start in life

and, frankly, considerably bosst the sales of my book and
possibly those that I might write and be fortunate enough

to have published in the future, Thank you very mueh,

e



necexber 2, 1944

Dear Mr., Gamboli:
In accordance with your request, the

clippings which were enclosed with your letter of
November eleventh to the President are returned

to you herewith.

Very sincerely yours,

WILLIAM D. HASSEIT
Secrets#y to the President

Mr, Fred M. Gamboli,
P. 0. Box 852,
Syracuse,

Hew York.

Enclosure
mdp
iter's service in present

gs concerning Wr

( Returning 2 clippin
imitation leather case.)

World War, enclosed in




M. GAMBOLI

FRreED

AUTHOR

COLLABORATER

PLAYWRIGHT

MEMBER: American Legion, Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars
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Hovember 28, 1%Lk

Hy dear ¥r. Graves:
Your letter of recent date has been
ceived and I want to thank you in the Presi-
dent's behalf for your courtesy in sending him
the copies of SCIERCE AND HEALTH and the C

e ———————— A ————

ENCE SENTINEL., He is deeply appreciative of

\b_'gwﬁ
your friendly thought.

Very sincerely yours,

Grace G. Tully
Private Secretary

¥r. R. Graves,
11} Slocum Avenus,
Syracuse,

Hew York.

BOOKS: SCIENCE AND HEALTH and CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SENTINEL.
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Your letter of recent date has been

received and I want to thank you in the Presi-

o o

dent's behalf for your courtesy in sending him
the coples of SCIERCE AND IH and the O

He is deeply appreciative of
your friendly thought.

Very sincerely yours,

Grace G. Tully
Private Secretary

Jir. R. Gravea,
11k Slocum Avenue,
Syracuse,

flew York.

BOOKS: SCIENCE AND HEALTH and CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SENTINEL.
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1248 E. 79th St
Chicago, 19,
Nov 13, 1944

evelt

I em writing you in regard to my book,

"pHE UNIVERSAL COIN" as people have urged
me to send it to you hoping that you will
call the people of the world's a&ttention to
it. I &m enclosing a copy of it with this
letter.

A greduate of West Point, & man who knew
Bisenhower, Pattan, and Mechrthur while
there, said, after reading this book, "If
only one hundredth part of 1» of the people
would read this book, there would never

be &nother war,” and, "This should be taught
in every gr&ade of every school."

The Oxford University Press of New York,

after reading this book, wrote me, "Its

message 1s certainly onse which the world shokdd
heed todey, and i hope thet it will have

&g wide & distribution &s possible. Trade
Editor, H.T.Hatcher.”

The editor of the CGhristian Herald, Erenk
S. Mead, wrote me, "I have read THE UNIV-
ERSAL COIN wery carefully end I find it
very interesting meteriel &nd very well
written. The s&tisfaction you should

have in having written such & piece of workl
I trust you will be able to give it & wide
distribution.”

You m&y be sgure i shall value very highly
any comments or §uggestions you ey have
to offer &fter you have read this book.

Very Sincerely yours,
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Chicago,
Nov 13,

Franklin I Roosevelt

Washington, B.C.

Dear Ir President:

n regard to my book,
.a people have urged

me to send it to hoping that you will

ecall the people of the world's &ttention te

it. I em enclosing & copy of it with this

letter.

I am writing yo

e 3 2
| fu o B &
"PHE UNIVERSAL COIN" a
you
<
a t

A greduate of West Point, & men who knew

Eigsenhower, Pattan, and MacArthur while
here, said, after reeding this boek, “If

only one hundredth part of 1% of the people

would read this book, there would never

e snother war," and, "This ghould be taught

in every grade of every school.™

The Oxford University Press of New York,
after reading this book, wrote me, "Its

message is certainly one which the world shokidd
heed todey, and + hope thet it will have

ag wide & distribution &s possible. Trade
Editor, H.T.Hatcher.”

The editor of the Ghristian Herald, Erenk
S, Mead, wrote me, "I have read THE UNIV-
FRSAL COIN wery carefully and I find it
very interesting meterial end very well
written. The s&tisfaction you should

have in having written such & pilece of workl
I 4rust you will be able to give it & wide
distribution.”

You m&y be sure i shall value very highly

any comments or duggestions you &y have
to offer after you have read this book.

Very 8Sincerely yours,
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DWARD GANS

+» NEW YORK 1é, N.Y. » TEL. Clrcle 7-5160

101 WEST 55th STREET, Corner 6th Ave.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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Grace G. Tully
Private Seerétary

Monroe_Gibson,

Ninth Street,
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December 22, 154k

My dear Mr. and Mrs. Gerber:

Your generous words of congratulation
pleased the President very much. He asks me to
express his appreciative thanks for your loyal
interest as well as for your spiritual renembrance
of him.

It was indeed kind of you to send the
President those candles anl he wanis you to kaow
that he is grateful for your thoughtfulness. Flease
accept his best wishes for the Holiday Season.

VYery sincerely yowrs,

Grace G. Tully
Frivate Secretary

jir. and ¥rs. Jacob M. Gera;«)
3207 West Montgomery Avenus, <
Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.
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KUPISZEWSKI, Antony
Auburn, New York
December 22, 1944 - acknowledged.

On above date, liiss Tully wrote to Mr. I :
e is

lebter

he sent to the President. - Attached ©
dated 12/21/44 re goose. — No coverd

roose he

See PFF 9-K
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The Mohawk Valley—one of America’s most important Transportation,
Agricultaral and War Production Areas
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The Mohawk Valley—one of America’s most important Transportation,
Agricultural and War Production Areas



MOHAWK VALLEY TOWNS ASSOCIATION, Inc.— Promotional Program for 1944

The primary object of the Towns As-
sociation is to stimulate the cultural
and economic interests of the Mohawk

i tourists to make
mutually beneficial visits to this region.
During this year, especial efforts will be
directed to wartime unity and prepara-
tion for peacetime progress to follow.

Widespread publicity, through news
releases and other effective means
is a fixed policy of the Association.
Foldeis and booklets are distributed to

ens of thousands of receptive readers
mth gratifying results

general M.V.T.A. program for
cludes the following projects and

he promotion of the welding to-
gvtner of the towns and people of the
fchawk Valley in bonds of common
interest—*“one for all and all for one.”
2—Aid in State and National De-
fense with its Defense Committee.
3.—FPromotion of aviation and air-
ports throughout the Mohawk Valley,
a trans ntmﬂmal land and water
route and potential sector of the
Around-the-World Airway.
4 —Promotion of land, water and air
transportation through the valley.
5.—Promotion of the interests of the
Mohawk river section of the New York
State Barge canal.
6.—Promotion of railroad interests
and cooperation.
7—Promotion of the construction of
a complete Mohawk Valley highway
system.
8.—Highway lighting with State aid.
9.—Passage of legislation giving the
State power to pur chase all lands for
State highways—The Mohawk Valley is
sufiering greatly because of the exorbi-
tant demands of property owners, along
the State roads of the valley, when
widening or repaving is attempted.

Mohawk Turnpike,
Rom

of an indust

State parks in

year, as
of the battle
of flags in the valley from Schenectady

10.—Construction throughout of the

Schenectady to

South Shore road,

as

7in roads of Lzoad concrete and then'

ventual parking, forestation and beau-
on.

il—Promotion of the across-State

na the

Super Highway — Albany to Buffalo,
through the Mohawk Valley.

i2—New York to Buffalo parkway

and promotion of Route 5 interests.

ls—Beautifying of Routes 5 and 5S

and of the Mchawk Valley Highways
t:mowh the Scenic Improvement Com-

n of the completion of
tem of rural—farms-to-markets—

State highways.

S—Pro‘.;mmg ana fostering of in-
tk lley by means

1 conmmtce

16.—Cooperation with Mohawk Val-

ley agriculturalists and promotion of a
Mahawk Valley Regional Fair at Fonda.

"on in conservation, in-

—Promotion of the creation of a
awk Valley State Park Commission.
—Promotion of the creation of
the Mohawk Valley and
parking and public use of Mohawk

ver shore lands and their develop-
ment as recreational, bathing boating,
Caéﬂ.pl 1g and regatta areas.

20

Promotion of public parks and

parking places at scenic sites.

21 —Removing of eyesores and ob-

structions to views and scenic beauty.
220

motion of creation of State

pad; at Oriskany battlefield

23.—Observance of August 6, each
‘Oriskany Day,” anniversary
of Qnskany and the fiying

McReever
5 =~
North

""“‘“i %H«anmdaql( Sacandaga L. 39
2

inckley
<’ Regervoir

edar vl'h!

/Win Leld

| MOHAWK "’UENDIKE

NEW YORK S

TATE ROUTES 5 AND 58 |*

and the Mohawk Valley Highway System Covered

by the activities of the

Milfordd

MOHAWK VA_F LEY TOWNS ASSOCIATION

7— owris aﬂ" /mtzd u/)% f/ efif.ro zamm are :/xowz in ca/ﬂfalf

SR TErTxe

to Rome on that day and the holding
of appropriate exercises.

24 —Cooperation with the Division of
State Planning in the development and
conservation of water resources, flood
control and other public projects

g A Public Works Com-
mittee, with gcnaral Mohawk Valley
planning.

25.—Promotion of historical interests

a Historical committee.

n the MVTA stands

aching of American

ory, the American Constitution and

American ideals in the schools of the
Mohawk Valley. The MVTA has lo

stood for the preparation of a schoo.

history of the Mohawk Valley and its
teaching in Mohawk Valley schools.

27.—Promotion of the creation of

regional historical state museums in

the Mohawk Valley

28.—A Council Committee to consider
such Indian affairs as may be brought
before the MVTA,

Marking and preservation of his-
es and buildings in the valley.
30.—Formation of chapters or units of
the MVTA in all affiliated towns
31.—Increased cooperation with all
local civic organizations and with gov-
ernmental units.

32.—Promotion of worthy post-war
pulec projects and post-war reorgani-
zation and development in the Mohawk
valley by a post-war activitiies com-
mittee.

33.—The Council of Directors com-
prises business and professional men of
the valley. These men are thoroughly
representative of the 500,000 people who
live in the five Mohawk Valley counties
of Oneida, Herkimer, Monigomery, Ful-
tcf*nlsa%d Schenecta,dy—491 830, census
o 40.
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ton campaign against the Iroquois Indian

BTSN ¥ DS S -irst New York Line was also posted here
for a time. On August 2, 1780, women of the neighborhood “defended” Fort Plain
in the absence of the garrison. On April 18, 1783, under orders from General
Washington, peace news was sent by messengers from Fort Plain to British Fort
Oswego and Canada.

On July 4, 1783, a great Fourth of July celebration was held at Fort Plain, at
which time preparations were making for Washington’s visit. General Washington
showed a personal interest in Fort Plain in a letter, order its repair, which hangs
on a wall of the Fort Rensselaer Club in Canajoharie,

On Washington’s return ftrip down the Mohawk lley, he stopped at the
home of Peter Wormuth, (no longer existing) a short distance north of the pres-
ent limits of Nelliston. Here he spent the night of July 30th, 1783, while members
of his staff and party slept outdoors or in Fort Plain. Washington visited and
dined at Fort Plain on July 3lst, 1783. In the afternoon, with his party, he went
to Cherry Valley, where he spent the night. On August 1st, he visited Otsego
Lake and the site of Cooperstown, returning to the Mohawk River at Canajoharie
over Clinton’s Road. Washington was the guest of Colonel Clyde and Mrs. Clyde
at the Van Alstyne house, Canajoharie, at dinner and for the night of August Ist.
On August 2nd, with his staff, he continued his journey eastward to Schenectady,
reaching Albany on August 4th and returning by sloop on the Hudson to his Army
headquarters at Newburgh on August 5th, 1783. His tour had extended northward
to Ticonderoga and Crown Point and westward, through the Mohawk Valley, to
Oneida Lake.

NOTES—This is the eighth historical drawing in the Fort Plain and Mohawk
Valley series, by Nelson Greene, Fort Plain, New York.

Washington’s tour of the Mohawk Valley is covered in the brochure “Wash-
ington in the Mohawk Valley,” by N. Berton Alter, President of the Fort Plain-
Nelliston Historical Society, which aims to preserve the site of Revolutionary Fort
Plain for all time, through its purchase by the State of New York.
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Oneida Lake.

NOTES—This is the eighth historical drawing in the Fort Plain and Mohawk
Valley series, by Nelson Greene, Fort Plain, New York.
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Nelliston Historical Society, which aims to preserve the site of Revolutionary Fort
Plain for all fime, through its purchase by the State of New York.
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Oneida Lake.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON AT FORT PLAIN, JULY 31st, 1783

ENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON, Commander-in-Chief of the Armies of the

G United States, visited the Revolutionary headquarters post of Fort Plain on

July 3ist, 1783, during his tour of the Mohawk Valley. He was accompanied

by Governor Geor e Clinton, General Hand and officers of his staff, totaling about
40 horsemen.

The drawing, on the face of this card, shows General Washington and Gov-
ernor Clinton just after they had -entered the gate of the stockade of the fort and
as Washington is receiving and returning the salute of Colonel Samuel Clyde and
of the garrison. A cannon, in the large central blockhouse has just sounded its
warlike note of welcome. The warhorses of Washington and Clinton were used to
the noise of artillery. Colonel Marinus Willett, who then commanded all New York
State troops with his headquarters at Fort Plain, was on duty at Fort Herkimer, at
the time of Washington’s visit and Colonel Samuel Clyde, of the Canajoharie Dis-
trict Regiment of Militia was in command and received Washington, who, with his
staff and Governor Clinton, dined with Clyde in the barracks, shown in the back-
ground of the picture. This drawing, which shows the northeastern area of the
fortification, including the stockade, eastern barracks and the central block-
house, is based on Lossing’s map of Fort Plain made in 1843 from the ground de-
scription by Willlam Lipe, who knew the fort well in his boyhood day Fort Plain
included the central blockhouse. two corner blockhouses and east and west bar-
racks. The octagonal blockhouse was an exterior defense. Fort Plain was the
central one of nine surrounding posts.

Colonel Willett, who was second in command under General Gansevoort at
Fort Stanwix, during the Oriskany campaign, became a General in the Army and
later was Mayor of New York City. He was in command of all New York State
troops—militia and levies—with headquarters at Fort Plain, during 1781, 1782 and
1783 and he was here, at least for the part of the time, through 1786, six years in
all. Colonel Clyde, then a major in t Tryon County Militia, is said to have com-
manded the Americans on the retreat from Oriskany. He was in command of Fort
Plain and other nearby posts at various times during the Revolution.

Fort Plain, which had a part in many important Revolutionary movements,
was garriscned by Line regiments, militia and levies at various times. It was also
the artillery headquarters of the Mohawk Valley. Regiments or detachments of the
Line (the “regulars” of the Revolution) seem to have been stationed at this im-
portant central post most of the time. The Fifth New York Line Regiment, Colonel
Lewis Dubois in command, was in garrison at Fort Plain during 1779 and 1780. In
1779, the 5th joined in the Sullivan-Clinton campaign against the Iroquois Indian
country. Colonel Gosen Van Schaick’s First New York Line was also posted here
for a time. On August 2, 1780, women of the neighborhood “defended” Fort Plain
in the absence of the garrison. On April 18, 1783, under orders from General
Washington, peace newsS was sent by messengers from Fort Plain to British Fort
Oswego and Canada.

On July 4, 1783, a great Fourth of July celebration was held at Fort Plain, at
which time preparations were making for Washington’s visit. General Washington
showed a personal interest in Fort Plain in a letter, ordering its repair, which hangs
on a wall of the Fort Rensselaer Club in Canajoharie.

On Washington’s return trip down the Mohawk Valley, he stopped at the
home of Peter Wormuth, (no longer existing) a short distance north of the pres-
ent limits of Nelliston. Here he spent the night of July 30th, 1783, while members

of his staff and party slept outdoors or in Fort Plain. Was on visited and
dined at Fort Plain on July 31st, 1783. In the afternocon, with his party,
to Cherry Valley, where he spent the night. On August Ist, he visited Otsego
Lake and the site of Cooperstown, returning to the Mohawk River at Canajoharie

over Clinton’s Road. Washington was the guest of Colonel Clyde and Mrs. Clyde
at the Van Alstyne house, Canajoharie, at dinner and for the night of August 1st.
On August 2nd, with his staff, he continued his journey eastward to Schenectady,
reaching Albany on August 4th and returning by sloop on the Hudson to his Army
headquarters at Newburgh on August 5th, 1783. His tour had extended northward
to Ticonderoga and Crown Point and westward, through the Mohawk Valley, to
Oneida Lake.

NOTES—This is the eighth historical drawing in the Fort Plain and Mohawk
Valley series, by Nelson Greene, Fort Plain, New York,

Washington’s tour of the Mohawk Valley is covered in the brochure “Wash-
ington in the Mohawk Valley,” by N. Berton Alter, President of the Fort Plain-
Nelliston Historical Society, which aims to preserve the site of Revolutionary Fort
Plain for all time, through its purchase by the State of New York.
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