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}.::‘.»:‘3" 500, 7“alter
Minister of W Zealsnd
January 15, 1944

Letter to Gen., Watson, re gifts by King Koroki snd I
behalf of the Maoris, These gifts were hsnded to Commodore
01 * in New Zeslsnd and sent %o ir sh for p?e;entgti
Roose - &

wWrote

‘l’ainni Canoe Feople.
presents the fruit bowl %o Mrs. Roose: re_,,’s, h he
%o the Fresident a personsl gift of & gigsredte box carve& out u*
i Roosevel$ Sixz nmapkin rings made of Msori wood.e=-=0n 7/10/4 Bredy sent memo
mmeriin ssking for preparation of reply for the President's signature, whid hs
sent baek on 7/12/44, The letter from the President to Hon, Walte y signed 7/13/44,
expressing his thenks fer the gifts from the King and Princess snd ssks that he gounvey
%o King Koroki and Prineess Ts Fuse Herengl his and Mps, Roosevelt's deep apprecistion of
this menifestation of Iriendship of the Maori people and asks thet he be good enocugh %o
transmit %o eash of them one of the enelosed photographs taken of the gifis at the
W¥hite Fouse with Anns,---He encloses three photographs, onme o ihe President

£ br ag;.t
wood and bro

aubographed

"For Walter Nash for his old friend, Franklin D, Roosevelt”,e~=-=On 7/13/44, Wiss Tully

sent iy, Surmerlin the lstterg i photogrephs fer transmittal.e--On 7/13/44, ¥
sent memo %o iiss Thompson advisi

asked thet Mrs. Roosevelt sign oneof her for lirs. ﬂa«h.

one




yacen

Secretary

jz s Ty v
Houard farguson,

104 VWsst Csntral,







s Denafe

ON
'‘ORESTRY




v . SMITH, S. C., CHAIRMAN
‘er R, MONT. CHARLES L. MCNARY, OREG:
ras, OKLA. ARTHUR CAPPER, KANS.
e HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN.

=AD, ALA.
/A: vEA:AK;ﬁY ARK. RAYMOND E. WILLIS, IND;
5 S sk, vids,  SERALD P Rve, . b AUlnited Diafes Denaf
P RE G. BILEO, MISS.  GERALD P, NYE, N. DAX.

GUY M. GILLETTE, IOWA EUGENE D. MILLIKIN, COLO. e ates ena e
ALLEN J. ELLENDER, LA, HARLAN J. BUSHFIELD, S. DAK.

SCOTT W. LUCAS, ILL, COMMITTEE ON

TOM STEWART, TENN.

RICHARD B, RUSSELL, GA. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

C. A. LAWTON, CLERK
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My dear Senator Caraway:

The President asks me %o thanic

you for your kindness in iransmitting to him

the pin and letter from Mr. Howard Ferguson.

1 am reburning his note to you and we are

gsanding Mr. Fergueon a word of thanks today.

VYery sincerely yours,

Grace G. Tully
Private Secretary

Honorsble Hattie W. Carawvay,
United States Senate,

1:;{«3hingt°n 3 D # c e

fnelosurs ---Letter to Senator Carawey from

Howard Ferguson dated Nov. 29, 1943 -
asking her %o trensmit to the President
the handmade wooden heart.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Tannieyry 77
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.ce with your memorandum
ning herewith the three

by Mr. Ernesto Fletes, Saint Louis,

e r-wp-x8te eXpression of the President's thanks
has been addressed to Mr. Fletes.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures:

Three scrap books
returned.

2

Miss Grace G. Tully,

The White House.




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
PR

My dear Miss Tully:

In compliance with your memorandum of Janusr

1944, I am returning herewith the three serap bo

to the President by Mr. Ernesto Fletes

bl
Missouri.

An appropriate expression of the President's thank:

has been addressed to Mr. Fletes.

Sincerely yours,

7 L7
£ Proto

Enclosures:

Three scrap books,
returned.

Miss Grace G. Tully,

The White House.




iy dear Miss Tully:
In complisnce with your memorandunm
1944, I am returning herewith the thrae

to the President by Hr. Trnesto Fletes,

#issouri.

‘i appropriate expression of the Preside

has been addressed to #iy. Fleten.

Sincerely yours,

Chlef of
nelosures:

Three serar books.,
returned .

srace &. Tully,

*k& !ziiz"? fiouse .
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TOMMUNICATIONS TO

m of January 93,

= — .

1944, I am returning herewith the cedar chest contalning

two porcelain dogs and a gold ring, together with the
original transmitting communication, sent o the President
by Mr. Leon Fernandes, Alexandria, Virginia.

An appropriate expression of the President's thanks
has been addressed to Mr. Fernandes.

Sincerely yours,

=t
< -
=~ 4 7 s

of Protocol

Enclosures:

Original letter from
Mr. Leon Fernandes,

December 23, 1943, with
enclosures, returned.

Miss Grace G. Tully,

‘The White House.

FQRVICTORY
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,«{EOMMUNICATIONS TO
_SECRETARY OF STATE

/ WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
PR

My dear Miss Tully:

In compliance with your memorandum of Januar;
1944, I am returning herewith the cedar chest
two porcelain dogs and a gold ring,
original transmitting communlcation, : t © he President
by Mr. Leon Fernandes, Alexandria, Virginia.

An appropriate expression of the President's thanks
has been addressed to Mr. Fernandes.

Sincerely yours,

of Protocol

Enclosures:

Original letter from
Mr. Leon Fernandes,
December 23, 1943, with
enclosures, returned.

Grace G. Tully,

‘The White House.

BUY

UNITED
TATES
NGS




I400 Prince Street
Alsxandria Virginis
December 23, 1943,

The President of the United Stas.
I600-I6th Street N.W.
Washington,D.C.,.

Dear Mr, President;

I take the liberty of introducing

opportunity to present to you both as a gift for Christmas

and also with regards to coming election, this victory ring.

I truly hope you have a very Merry Christmas, and also that you

will win the coming election, that is, of course if you wish

to run for the fourth term.

I feel sure that if you do choose to run that you will be

unanimously elected, as I am a prognosticator and an unknown
prophet. the enclosed dogs are to guard you in life,

they are imported from Russia.

I wish nothing but health and happiness for you and your

family in coming years,

Your esteemed admirer

GIFTS RECEIVED::
1 cedar thest with small pad-lcck, 16x10xon
Inside chest: 2 porcelain dogs (imported from Russia)

- 1 religious ring - gold.,
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Jamuary 19, 1544

you

o & andly
your friendly

Texas,




OUSHEE, E.D.,
—gréénsbore, N,.C.
1-14-44 {ack. 1-19-44)

e

Sends to the President & framed picture of Mrs. Frederic Delanc Hiteh,
thinking that the President would like to have it

miss Tully on 1-19-44 wrote to Mr. Foushee, thanking him for the piecture,

he President is delighted to heve it for his femily collection and asks her %o

Mr. Foushee and she was one of hie favorite aunts.

Note attached from Miss Tully to Mrs. Eben, that plcturd to go %o
; Suekley, Hyde Park Library for Family collection,

See P.P JTD
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no letter

Pepaly

See P.r







My dear Miss Futch:

This note is to thank you on behalf

of the Presideat for your friendly thought in

sending him that drawing. Your kindly interest
is sppreciated.

Yery sineersly yours,

Grace G. Tully
Private Secretary

p 4
Hiss Bertha Futeh,
P. 0. Box 484,
Wil&’i@o(ls
Florida.
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Janusry 26, 194

iy dear Sergeant Franco:

Thie little note conveys the President's
thanks for your kindness in sending him the pipe.

He spoproeciates your friendiy thought end I have

pleasure in extending his very best wishes to you.

Very sincerely yours;

me L;O T..:“Vt 13
Privete Secretary

X

Sergeant S. Franco, 39401619,
Co. G, 2nd FiI, Infantry,
Unit #2, Post Office,

Cemp Booke,

California.




thanking him Tor the
sident's Xmas gifts.)



vhe President on above date wrote to Mr. :
picture frame he sent to him for Christmas. {Put with

See P.Y,7




HUNT, as BEmma Jane,
nakerfiel
no letter (ack. 1-31-44)

gends gift of violets to the President. (Sent to Nr. Reeves)

See P.P.F.9-H
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is going to send the Pr

dent, Jan. 3ist, wrote to
and ssaying if he gets any more
Franmk Murrsy, Weshingten, D. C
Jin" and said he was a fine looking
Mre. Mehoney, his wife and children,

ney thenking hi
15¢ send some to
esident comment
de The President




Avenue,




squest
that ever ainece




ARTHUR FREUD




HAHONEY, James J.
ﬁlbaﬂy' He¥os
Jene. 25, 1844,

s to Miss Tully saying he is going to send the P ient some icefishy-—-The
President, Jan. 3lst, wrote to Mr. Kahoney thenking him for the delicious icefish
end saying if he gets any more to please send some to the President, addressed te
Framk Murray, Weshingtom, D. C. The President commented upon & picture of "young
Jim" snd said he wes a fine looking lad. The President sent personal greetings te
Mr. Mehoney, his wife and childrene. ‘
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My dear Mr. Fife:

I have for acknowledgment your letter
of Japuary twenty-seventh, which came to the
President through the courtesy of Secretary Farly.
The balsam-fir pillow which you were good encugh
to ‘send ihe President for s birthday remembrance
has also been received and he asks that you accept
his hearty thanks for your kind Shought of him.

This mté takes to you the President's
best wishes for continued improvement in your
health.

Very sincerely yours,

Grace G. Tully
Private Secretary

X
Shannon Fife, Ezg..
P. 0, Box ¥ 18I,
Warrenshurg,

Hew York.




»r ,special delivery, in care
r forwarding to yYyou, as very
v pillow made from 5000

| yesterday on the slopes
111 ESe . os

slight degree, the balsam
stmas-tree tract in Hyde
nts of it speed your con-

man of 55=-residing in
vering my health,while
er of playwright,with
Edward Everett Horton
et Sullavane.se.s

And may I add, in passing, that during the
long, long siege flat on my back, the knowledge
of your own superhuman fight for health against
akmost insurmountable odds was a preponderant
factor--if not the actual deciding factor--in
restoring me to my present state of perfect health...

My regards to Mrs. Roosevelt, may this find
your sons safe , and all of you in splendid health,

Sincerely,







T ,special delivery, in care
» forwarding to You, as Vvery
, pillow made from 5000

yesterday on the slopes
il1Ssesss

slight degree, the balsam
stmas-tree tract in Hyde
.nts of it speed your con-

man of 55==residing in
vering my health,while
er of playwright,with
Edward Everett Horton
e v e o—--et Sullavan....

And may I add, in passing, that during the
long, long siege flat on my back, the knowledge
of your own superhuman I t for health against
almost insurmountable odds was a preponderant
factor--if not the actual deciding factor--in
restoring me to my present state of perfect health...

My regards to Mrs, Roosevelt, may this find
your sons safe , and all of you in splendid health,

Sincerely,







Shannon Fi

PO Box *, 3
Warrensburg,

New Yorlrale s s« J 8

Dear Mr, President:-

Under separate cover,special delivery, in care
of Mr Early, I am today forwarding to you, as very
modest Birthday gift, a pillow made from 5000
bal sam=-fir tips, picked yesterday on the slopes
of the Adirondack foothills....

May it replace, in slight degree, the balsam
scents on your own christmas-tree tract in Hyde
Park...and may the scents of it speed your con-
Yalesence ...

I am playwright--a man of 55--residing in
these Adirondacks, recovering my health,while
resuming my former career of playwright,with
plays under way now for Edward Everett Horton
Roland Young and Margaret Sullavan.e..

And may 1 add, in passing, that during the
long, long siege flat on my back, the knowledge
of your own superhuman fight for health against
almost insurmountable odds was a preponderant
factor--if not the actual deciding factor--in
restoring me to my present state of perfect health...

My regards to Mrs, Roosevelt, may this find
Your somns safe , and all of you in splendid health,

Sincerely,




To President Franklin D. Roosevelt:

Bal sam-tips from the Adirondacks
«sss.Zgathered on January 25th. ,and
sent with my best wishes for 2

(@ %

Very happy bi Ithda}‘. e o0

From Shannon Fife,




Shannon Fife,

PO Box # 181
Warrensburg

New " YoTkK...ssoossdan

Pear Mr Early:-

Via special delivery,under separate cover,lI have
forwarded today a small box containing a freshe
made balsam=tip pillow, made from balsam-fir
tips picked only yesterday....for the President.
Inasmuch as such a gift is perishable through
dehydration, 1 would appreciate it if you,or
one of your assistants could see that the piliow
is delivered teo The President on or before his
birthdayesesoo

The package was addressed to you,personally,
care your office,

My two brothers, Locksley and Folsom Fjfe,
Dallas,Texas..have always preciated so m
Your courtesy and prompti tude in answering the
many communications sent there in the interests
of the President.....and,in advance, I thank you
you for your co-operation in assisting in the
deivery of the pillow,

With best wishes to you,

Sincerely,




February

President has asked
for your kindness in sendir
flashlight and %o tell you how deeply
your friendly birthday greetings.

Your conbribution to the Lfan

& most gratifying to ¢ esident,

priate of

Grace G, Tully
Private Secre vy

e

o
o

ng Florman, E
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est 46th Strse




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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February 17, 194k

My deer Friends:

The President was especially pleased
to receive that’pictorial album which you were
good enough to send him, He has noted with a
great deal of interest the recorded history of
the 44ond Combat Team to date, and he understands
the pride all of you must have in your accomplish-
mentits.

This note conveys the President’s thanks
and very best wishkes to you. '

Very sincerely yours,

Grace G. Tully
Private Secretary

v

b42nd Combat Team,

X Wissi
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January 26, 1944

you not be good enocugh ¢
propriste note sent to

Please return th mblem to this
when 1%t has served its purpose.

l\?v A\Jl\}l\l!




F STATE
ON

My dear

In compliance with your memorandum of January 26,
1944, I am returning herewith the viectory emblem, together
with the original transmitting communication, sent to the
President by Mr. and Mrs. Siegfried Friedmann, of Saint
Louils, Missouri.
. An appropriate expression of thanks has been
addressed to Mr. and Mrs. Friedmann.

Sincerely yours,

\_~ P2 r' 2 a A "

Chief‘of Protoeol

A

Enclosures:
Original letter from
Mr. and Mrs. Friedmann,

January 9, 1944, with
accompaniment, returned.

Grace G. Tully,

The White House.




1CIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
~ SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
PRO

My dear Miss Tully:

In compliance with your memorandum of January 26,
1944, I am returning herewith the vietory emblem, together
with the original transmitting communication, sent to the
President by Mr. and Mrs. Siegfried Friedmann, of Saint
Louis, Missouri.
| An appropriate expression of thanks has been
addressed to Mr. and Mrs. Friedmann.

Sincerely yours,

a

: -‘/% 71
Chief of Protocol

Enclosures:
Original letter from
Mr. and Mrs. Friedmann,

January 9, 1944, with
accompaniment, returned.

Grace G. Tully,

The White House.
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1 acknowledge the rseco
your communications of Februery seventh 3
enclosures. Permit me in the President's )
to thenk you for your kindness in sending him

those framed plagues. I can assitre you that ke

deeply eppreciates your friendly thought of him.

Very sincerely yours ?

x

Reverend Charles H. ¥

World T OUSLY, lnc.,

42k South Broadway, Room 705,
Los Angeles 13,

California,




NNING, Pres.

Horly Theopeusty, Ine.
(A NON-PROFIT CORP.)
424 South Broadway, Room 705
Telepho Utual
LOS ANGELES 13

S. I. FANNING, Sec.
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. FANNING, Sec.

7]

Worly Theopensty, Ine.
(A NON-PROFIT CORP.)
424 South Broadway, Room 7
Telephone MUtual 7827

LOS ANGELES 3




S. I. FANNING, Sec

BY REV. C. H. FANNING ened  citizenry.
Church spires in America and|{P
. templ of worship throughout |

 the world give insipration to mi leaderst D can 1‘esuh‘ in th‘e
lions whose lives have been co nation of hatred and the norma
s a rich cultural train- | living getl in this world of

The economic well being of | all groups, races and nations.
the masses is the primary con- |
cern of all great religious leaders i : g 5 o
.-E and our diplomats are rightly oc- rica is in no immediate dan
.;\ cupied with trade agreements | from decrees issued by civil g
~ | and/or cartels and upon the skill | éll‘llh“ bodies BUT Freedon
and intelligence used in initiating ; worship is quite another nwa"ﬂ*

new trade pacts depends much of \ The fact of God is more impor-
y the future happiness of man. itpm than w hether we designate
s S . o J 01‘\ zareth our Chr or
A priority, wever, S :
or Buddha. Direct
inspiration from the Infinite did 'Qur
not begin with Krishna nor end

t,

Freedom OF worship

re

on |
all world fronts who -hs t’we‘ :
| power to integrate the teachin | with TR e Service
ght living reli S -
e world. These
t centu
oreted by S ]
the beam’. The resultant i he O“\’E FREEDOM we
ces and mae € ) r lost—FREEDOM
le in the main res r | IN WOR \I P no other Freedom
> | the economie pre shicl | caz t.  INo race or per-
!
‘

. .

‘sult in global warfare. . .. . | son can righﬂy claim all of God’s

e e ciron o {r 713’[101‘{5 and R/ WNT theril

panoramic global view, unobsc to other peoples or 3%“““'

ed bv the ashes of‘ dead theolo‘ i- sacred writings can be ignor-

by our lea of religious

cht and practice, nor can any

tic practice be instituted

that will cut through prejudice

like an undivided resurrection
from the grave of ignorance.

1ehgxou> 1 aders. It is
enough to blast from the intel-
lectual atmosphere the prejudices
= resulting from denominationai-
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oranges was received and in good condition.
Miss Tully on 3-8-44 wrote to Mr. Woodland saying the oranges were received

in excellent condition and greatly enjoyed. Expresses President®s thanks
for the gift.
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FOREWORD

Conditions confronting human society are the
mirrored results of man’s thoughts and actions.
They are therefore man-made. This is par-
ticularly true here in our country where the
people are the final authority. Since we made
our present society, we can make a different
one—more responsive to the needs and rights
of all of our people.

This essay is one of the author’s contributions
to the effort to create better conditions. It is
presented as an dnvitation and a friendly
challenge to YOU to bring forth a better pla
for the good of mankind.

MaruI1As J. FISCHER
481 Springdale Avenue
East Orange, N. J.




TO A LIVING “UNKNOWN SOLDIER”:

What Kind of a Country Can You and I
Help to Build When the War is Owver?

I think of you as a representative of all Americans who in all
branches of the armed services have defended our country during
this war. Millions of you, each in his own allotted way and place
gave to us at home and to the world at large indisputable proof
that in the hour of danger you were not wanting in the physical
and spiritual stamina necessary to preserve for America the oppor-
tunity to work out its destiny.

To me the grandeur of America is in that word “Opportunity”.
The achievements of the past and the status of the present relating
to our land are not nearly as significant or as impressive as the
opportunities of the future. In our comparatively short history, a
record has been written that has earned the admiration of the world.
Proud as we can be of that record, we do not see it in its true
light, if we fail to understand that there is yet much to be done
before our glorious destiny is reached.

Peace, justice, Truth and the Brotherhood of Man are ideals
that have an irresistible hold on our hearts and imagination, but
they are still far out of our reach. The real glory attached to our
land is that our ancestors have created here conditions under which
the opportunity is given to strive for those attributes. That un-
quenchable and unconquerable demand for freedom in all phases of
life which is a part of the very nature of Americans, is a guarantee
that no foe, at home or abroad, will be allowed to take it from us.
To insure that for the living and the unborn, you and your buddies
braved the sufferings and the dangers of this war. But that sense
of freedom and its application to all Americans needs to be jealously
guarded and expanded in our Press, Radio, Religion, Business and
Politics.

So while we are equipped with the tools that could enable us
to fulfill America’s destiny, we have not used them with the proper
sense of devotion to that purpose. The ideals refuse to die in us,
but the attainment of them still eludes us. Why? —a small word,
but a question of incalculable importance!

My own conviction is that there is a very simple, though deep-
seated cause for this. [t is that hwman behavior has not been
good enough to produce the right results. In that simple fact lies
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the entire explanation of all that is objectionable in human society —

everywhere. Qur country is indescribably rich in natural resources,

the American brain and brawn is unlimited in its capacity to expand

the usefulness of this vast treasure, the need of our people — all of

them — is so great that no one can see the end, and nature gives no
ign of calling a halt to its productive powers — in short, the mate-
a

provide for all the people, so that every individual, assu ng that
a truly democratic justice prevailed, might make an honorable, co-
operative contribution to an ever-expanding abundance of happine
But the missing link is plain, simple, righteous behavior of man.

Here at home we have the utmost freedom to create conditions
that will make for everyone’s happiness. If we do not have them,
it is our own fault, for the people are the final authority. If we
know what we want and if what we want is right, we can have
what is right and all that follows from it. The key that wili unlock
this tremendously precious treasure is proper huwman beh r!
How to find this key seems very complicated and even impossible
at times. But this is only so because we ourselves add the com-
plicating or impossible elements in our attitude of selfishness in
many forms. Selfish individuals hope to increase their effectivene S
by forming groups — pressure groups we call them in the political
field. Then one group contends with others, seeking to gain its
ends by putting other individuals and other groups at a disadvantage.
Thus strife originates, developes and becomes identified with our
lives. This has been the record throughout the ages and always will
be as long as we put our reliance in selfishness. Here is the basic
explanation and cause of Strife, Poverty, Discontent, Injustice,
Preference and Privilege.

Did you ever consider how un-American these imposters are?
In a land created on the very principle of over-throwing the domi-
nance of some over the rights of others, we have permitted millions
of our fellow Americans to be enslaved by the chains of Poverty
and created Preference and Privilege on a vast scale.

The cardinal need for achieving auy improvement is clear think-
ing. No goal can ever be reached unless it is first aimed at. That is
what we mean by having a purpose. What is, or what ought to be
our purpose? Many words and phrases can describe it. I think of
it as contentment. How to achieve it for all of our people is our
problem, after we have set it as our goal. When a plan or a system
has Deen tried for many years that continually leaves millions of
our people in a deplorable and degrading state of poverty while a
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few are surrounded by affluence and great riches, that system must
be classified as inadequate for the achievement of contentment. No
one has any inherent right or privilege to live in greater comfort
than his fellowman. To grant this privilege and attempt to justify
it on any basis puts a strain upon Truth and Justice, thus dam-
aging or destroying the law of morality, the only reliable foundation
for a just and orderly society. The disr gard of these fundamental
ethical principles must inevitably produce selfishne strife and dis-
content. Our reliance upon these miquitous forces reproduces them
in others, resulting in unending and increasing clashes between the
various selfish groups. Thus we bring about friction between capital
and labor, between the white and the negro races, between Christian
and Jews, between industry and agriculture and the political partie
that represent them in our legislatures, and finally between nations
when their predominant economic interests seek to erase a disad-
vantage or protect an advantage, by resort to wars.

The enormous technical progress that has been achieved under
the prevailing economic system is usually cited as proof of satis-
factory results. This is pertinent, good evidence: but not the whole
evidence. Have the masses been happy and contented while this
record has been accruing? Has justice prevailed during the period
of this accomplishment? Has not poverty and growing unemploy-
ment on a vast scale existed thereunder? Has it not been nec ary
to rely upon offensive, degrading charity to provide for the most
elementary needs of vast numbers of human beings? Have not a
countless number of infants grown to be adults without proper
nourishment and medical care, thus being compelled to go through
life with inferior physical bodies with all the limitations to them-
selves, their families and society that this implies? Have not millions
of human lives ended during this period of so-called success without
knowing the beauty and solace of nature, music and the arts, the
joy of living and the opportunity of serving their fellowman —
;imply because the tasks of producing that so-called success have
denied them such opportunities? Are there not now at this v v
moment uncountable millions of human beings throughout the world
suffering from want, pain and sickness because they have not the
economic means to provide for their needs? And is it not true that
these enormous limitations have prevented and are preventing vast
numbers of people from developing their latent talents which would
enable them to make their lives count for the utmost in the service
of mankind? Can these wrongs and iniquities be cured and elimi-
nated by the selfish motive underlying our present economic system ?
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The question echoes its answer in its own record. It is for such

reasons that a better method must be sought.

Must we rely upon Selfishness to produce superior results? The
historic answer is “Yes”. This decision seems to be supported by
the thoughts, expressions and behavior of the bulk of the people.
If the answer is to be “No"”, then it follows that the attitude of our
people must change.

One of the most common and trite essions of our day is
“You cannot change human nature”, by which is meant that selfish-
ness is an inborn and permanent part of the human character —
a part of our very nature — which we must carry with us as long
as we live, as inseparably or as unchangeably as the color of our
eyes or the existence of our sex. When this view is pressed for
examination, it is on evidence freely admitted that there are some
individuals whose actions are largely unselfish — people who are more
concerned with benefiting mankind than with any selfish reward
they might obtain for themselves. But in spite of this demonstrated
fact that selfishness is not an essential part of human nature
view prevails —and is supported by experience — that the majority
of human beings are predominantly selfish.

Selfishness is a condition that has resulted from past and present
influences and- attitudes. Therefore, in order to enable us to answer
our subject question intelligently, we will need to examine the cause

of selfishness.

It is a well-known and well-demonstrated fact that practice when
habitually repeated produces a result originally aimed at. Thus the
musical artist is largely the result of years of painstaking practice.
The same is true of the sculptor, the painter, the writer, the actor,
the speaker, etc. What we see in the performance is largely the
result of constant practices that have preceded the result. There are
quite evidently degrees of accomplishment to be noted in the result
we see or hear. But he or she became the artist because adequate
preparations were made in advance by repeated efforts.

These same forces and causes can be applied to the field of
human behavior and with like results. What the human race has
been doing for centuries in the economic field is to indulge in prac-
tices that inevitably produced selfishness. It can be said with ac-
curacy that we have educated ourselves to be selfish. is Culiure
of Selfishness has been carried over into every field of human en-
deavor, including that of the religious aim and expression of the
people. It has compelled the Churches to dilute the intrinsic worth
of their program and brought them into disrepute.
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By the emphasis upon the selfis]
we have educated men to react largely by stimulating their self
ness. Thus an evil human trait has been reated uaud nouri
that has enslaved us as the predominant influence in our life.

I think it is a fair and warranted assumption that a reliance
upon an unselfish attitude over the course of the centuries would
have been at least equally effective in p ducing an unselfish trait
in us. I have faith in that assumption and since experience has
shown the inadequate results of the use of selfishness, our reliance
must be placed on other principles.

Before the establishment of the Federal Reserve System in this
country, each individual bank had to guard its own ability to repay
deposits by hoarding its own cash in times of financial stress. Each
bank strengthened itself by accumulating its reserves in its own
vaults. It had to do so for there was no other adequate help to be
found elsewhere. The Federal Reserve System was created to pool
these reserves into a reservoir from which aid could be given to
any section of the country where it was needed. The result was that
the entire banking structure was strengthened.

The same strengthening force through unity is applicable to the
whole sphere of human life. In the use of selfishness we divide and
dissipate our capacities, as well as degrade our characters. In the
use of unselfish co-operation, we unite and increase those capaci-
ties and ennoble our characters.

As a simple illustration, think of a group of say ten people
seated around a table entrusted with the solution of the problem
of meeting their total needs. There are two ways of attempt
to meet those needs. The first is the conventional method of each
for himself — the selfish way. The second is the method of com-
bining their abilities and resources upon the needs of the group —
the unselfish way. Under b methods these needs will be met,
but we know by the experience of the ages that under the method
based upon selfishness, the by-products have always been if
discontent, poverty, injustice and even wars.
assume that by discarding selfishness and substituting ur
operation these lamentable by-products will di
first method the predominant rivalry is against the interes
other individual; under the second method there is only ri ralry
each other one in the group. We have reasonable grounds, there-
fore, to expect that by co-operative methods the achievements for
the individual and for the group will rank at least as high as under
the method activated by selfishness. This is knowledge gained by
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experience, for whenever we are confronted by a common danger,
we combine our efforts and resources for greater effectiveness.

Aside from the greater material benefits, there is the resulting
by-product of the unselfish, co-operative method that it stimulates
the growth and development of our characters and thus helps to
create a purifying force of hwman nature. The moral standard, so
vital to proper human relations, is thereby lifted to an ever higher
plane. In other words, degrading tendencies induced by selfishness
are halted and reversed to lead us in the direction of contentment,
justice and service to others. This is the road over which we must
travel if we are ever to reach the Brotherhood of Man.

Our returning men and women of the armed forces ought to
be clear in their conviction that wars are not necessary. They have
human causes that can and must be eliminated.

Here is a sphere in the life of the world in which our country
has an unenviable record, for when the first World War was ended
we had an opportunity to follow the glorious leadership of Woodrow
Wilson and we chose instead to support the leadership offered in
the interests of selfishness, economic and political. It would be good
for the American soul if in a spirit of humility we would acknowl-
edge that colossal mistake. It would help us to give effective expres-
sion to our growing determination to do what we can now to rectify
that error.

Our country is too powerful and too important a unit in the
world to remain outside of any effective organization for the main-
tenance of world peace. We must and we ought to be in that effort
if it is to have any chance to succeed.

Frankly, I am ashamed of our country’s refusal to support the
League of Nations and the World Court — ashamed both on the
score of intelligence and morality. At a time when the rest of
the world was ready and willing, we declined to help. But you
and I and all the rest of our Fellow-Americans will once again be
presented with an opportunity to decide where to put our influence
in this important matter. We have it in our power to help in the
prevention of another ghastly war, in much the same way as we
deal with internal peace through our system of courts and the police
power within our own borders. The leadership for that vital con-

tribution is ready, for a minority has been carnestly struggling for
a quarter of a century to awaken the conscience of America to
assume its share of this responsibility.

It is your task and mine to say in no uncertain words to the
opposition: “We followed your advice once with the result that
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the crimes of the international bandits found the world unprepared
and see what happened! It shall not happen again!”

The proper vision and the proper means for achieving that vision
are expressed in the following poem :

1914 AND AFTER
by
JAMES OPPENHEIM

Would you end war?
Create great Peace.

The Peace that demands all of a man,

His love, his life, his veriest self:

Plunge him into the smelting fires of a work that
becomes his child.

Give him a hard Peace; a Peace of discipline and
justice. . . .

Kindle him with vision, invite him to joy and
adventure;

Set him to work, not to create things

But to create man;

Yea, himself.

Go search your heart, America. . . .
Turn from the machine to man,
Build, while there is yet time, a creative Peace.

While there is yet time!

For if you reject great Peace,

As surely as vile living brings disease,

So surely will your selfishness bring war.

Selfishness is the wrong motive power on which to rely for the
machine of society to produce human happiness. It is as certain to
create friction, as improper lubrication does even in the best de-
signed engine. Every element that produces strife and discontent
is an enemy of human happiness. Selfishness is the outstanding
irritant in human society. It creates and sustains class distinctions.
It makes haughty and arrogant individuals among the privileged
class. It offends and depresses the under-privileged. It has sought
to justify itself by proclaiming the need to reward ability with
material wealth. The only justifiable reward inherent or acquired
ability may rightly take to itself is the ome of puiting that superior
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) to work to serve the less able — an inward. satisfaction that
er bestowed by any outside pow
So the remedy for the ailment of selfishness is idealism, which
only another name for the Love and Practice of the Right. This
not the inert thing that some people are wont to sneer at. It is

in fact the only practical attitude for human relations. All the great

religions have been striving for this for centuries. I have tried to
understand the basic reasons for their failure in this respect. There
are undoubtedly many contributory explanations, but the outstand-
ing ones are— 1. Lack of unity among the religious organizations,
2. the acquiescence by them in institutions that run contrary to
fundamental religious principles, such as selfish Business, selfish
Nationalism, etc. 3. the inadequacy of their program, and 4. a
greater concern in our religious institutions for possible experiences
after death, than for the proper attitudes toward other human beings
during our life here on earth. So it is in the human record of all
ages that human relations have been marked by discordance, fric-
tion, animosity and hatred. Here in America —as in few other
countries — we can lay the foundations for a human society that
will serve the happiness and the rights of all of our people. It
is within our power as sovereign beings to say that we will brook
no interference for such a lofty aim from any quarters.

You and I both know that selfishness is the product of human
actions and attitudes that have been at work for long periods in
human history. It cannot be uprooted instantaneously. Neither
can a different and a better society be created immediately. But
we can in the light of the gross Iniquities and injustices that have
existed throughout the centuries and that are still with us, pro-
nounce our judgment that the results of these attitudes are inade-
quate when measured against the plain rights of all the people. Our
intelligence tells us that we should strive for more equitable results
for the bulk of our people; that new and better ways must be
found, so that real, vibrant Democracy may emerge here in America !

Are we interested in perpetuating a human society in which the
few have much and the many have little? Should we not make our
plans so that in due time a society of human beings will emerge
in which none are preferred? Where rights and needs will be the
deciding factor, not profits and preferences! Only then will we
stop generating selfishness, discontent and hatred, to be replaced by
a human understanding on an ever-expanding scale. Then each of
us will have a full opportunity to develop our particular inherent
abilities for the good of all, free from strife and want.
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Since no compulsion, other than that of our own free conscience,
can ever hope to achieve such an equitable society, it folloy st
a very much superior ethical standard must be developed by our
people. That is why I stressed the need of proper human behavior
as the cure of all that is evil here and elsewhere. There is e
other way. Ethical ideals must be the predominant aim and effort
of all our thinking and doing. We can do it when we once see
the transcending need for it. But nothing — \oz'/zz"}zg——must
permitted to stand in its way, neither Profits Privilege
Churches nor Creeds, Preferences nor Pretenses.
are supreme!

Rights are but the product of responsibilities.  Since we are
interested in getting the right product, we must contribute the right
materials. Think of it as a machine — the Machine of Human
Contentment —in operation. The materials are our R nsibili-
ties; the finished products are Human Rights.

It may seem upon first, but inadequate consideration, that the
majority of our people are unprepared and unwilling to adopt the
proper sense of responsibility for this effort. My faith in the in-
herent goodness and capacity of my fellowman has given me the
deep-seated conviction that he will respond properly when our goal
and our purpose is what he considers noble enough. It is one thing
to urge him to make his best effort when his experience shows him
that the cream of his efforts and those of his co-workers is usurped
by the privileged few and quite another thing when he knows that
the aim is to serve his needs in the same degree as th of all
other people within his nation. In other words, give him a clear,
adequate and worth-while purpose and his sense of responsibility
will conform, after he has been convinced of the sincerity of our
purpose.

Though free from creeds, dogmas, involved theolog
crepit teachings that often insult the intelligence of man, the simple
doctrine of Rig. hrough Ethics, is the most religious program
that has ever been evolved. It concerns itself with pro i
behavior. Is that not the very essence of true reli
Religion is the Science of Proper Human Relations.

There is no need to list the precise steps by which such an a
can be attained. It is a process, a movement dominated
illuminated by a glorious ideal. You can trust the potential capacity
of the combined brain power of men and women to evolyve the
process by which to stride with confidence toward the goal of Justice.
The power of Righteousness is all that we need!




Do not despair because the age-old efforts of organized and
orthodox religion have failed to reach the proper aim in this respect.
Those groups have shown that they are devoid of sufficient vitalizing
power to inspire human beings to noble living. They are and have
been for many years not much more than ceremonial institutions —
somewhat similar to a glorified Odd Fellows Lodge. True Reli
—the science of proper human behavior — does not depend upo
the churches, synagogues, etc. True Religion is a deep longing of
the human heart. It will never die as long as human beings walk
upon this earth.

The policy of keeping the State and the Church separate is
sound for the reason that the freedom to worship — or not to
worship — would otherwise be meaningless. But this does not mean
that Religion should be excluded from the sphere of government.

the influence of true
Religion should be predominantly I t in our public affairs, if
we are to achieve an orderly and a just society. Real and genuine
Democracy is a religious aspiration, an at to put Religion into
practice. Religion gives us the ideal which we seek to make the
foundation for Democracy. We are far from obtaining that aim.
This is primarily due to the failure of the Church to define true
Religion properly for its adherents and to inspire them to proper
conduct by means of an adequate program. Lacking the under-
standing of the vital nature of this religicus ideal, it is not surprising
that its influence is not reflected in what we call Democracy. For
what is commonly referred to as Democracy is frequently just a
catch word and only a semblance of the genuine article. Thus
Preference and Privilege have no place in Democracy, nor in true
Religion. Neither have race discrimination, nor isolation, nor
selfishness in any form. Insofar as Democracy has failed, it sig-
nifies the failure of the Churches to inculcate the essential ideal of
true Religion.

Since these orthodox organizations have failed to achieve this
vital purpose, a new approach must be tried. It is of a prophetic
indication that here in America the beginning has been made in the
Ethical Culture Movement. The Society for Ethical Culture has
done excellent pioneer work in searching for the principles of proper
human behavior. The Society, though young in years, is well estab-
lished here and in Great Britain. It is dedicated to the “ever
increasing Love, Knowledge and Practice of the Right”, Like a
patient scientist working in his laboratory, it seeks the truth in
human experience and accepts light from all available sources. It
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is free from any creeds or dogmas and places its faith in the
inherent capacity of human beings to acquire righteousness.

What is needed is the I7ill to achieve.

That marvelous capacity of the human brain that has enabled us
to span the world in an instant with our voice, to lift a hundred
tons of dead weight and set it down at some precise distant point,
to fashion the crude materials of the earth into the most delicate
fabrics, to calculate with precision the movements of our globe and
other celestial bodies; that same human brain will be no less able
to deal with the principles of proper human behavior when it has
asserted its will to do so.

General Sir Archibald Wavell once said:

1 ever thought what a world we could make if
we put into peace endeavors the same energy, the same self-
sacrifice and co-operation we use in the wastefulness of war?”

This is no easy task, but it is a glorious one. It makes its appeal
{o the best in us. It helps us to develop our own characters and
thus better enables us to influence character growth in others. It
represents a program and an effort that seeks to make effective the
promises for a better and more equitable world for which you in
the armed forces faced the dangers of this war. It looks toward the
day when America will have fulfilled its mission to light the path
f0£ the rest of the world to follow. There is a great need to estah-
lish on earth a society under which wars, poverty, preference and
injustice will eventually melt away. The dawn of such an achieve-
ment can be hastened because you and I and all forward-looking
men and women had faith in our country and the courage to make
the effort. In that spirit let us summon the marvelous, enormous
mental and moral capacity of all men and women which ex S,
though it is now dormant, to our side in this great and glorious
battle for true service to all of our people.

Sincerely yours, for our country’s glory,

Marrias J. FiscHer
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