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Bobby CGlenn,
Falls, TeX.
__;C C‘\b ,Laﬁ

'""TC‘~RT ﬁat“*eep,

Dubugue, Ia.

RAY, Bonnie Je
Clllfon, Oh*o.

SHERT

barte“

SPENCER

Ajlune,

WINCERS, Richard J.,

Point Pleasant, West Va.

uﬁRﬁCO, Rose,

Iulss.
ﬁTLn,E, Robert.

JOoY, Leslie
Mountain L

WELLS, Ruth,
Mariba, Ky.

,GVULDTN, Louis,

Ieaksvilie, N.C.
OSVAID, Anne F.,
Brooklyn, N.Y.
MURRAY, Herbert,
Waddington, N.Y.
W00D, Eleantre~d-tan,
clifton Forge, Va.
RUSSELL, Mary Jane,
Eastport, Md.

ILSON, Joan,
Fvansville, Ind.
BRICHETTC, Kathleen

Chicago, FEILIE

T!T, Pugh J.,asks for
est Va.stan
eo A.,
.:_‘ S, i\.‘yo
Gertrude,

hWﬂgton, D.C.
OUCKS, Ralph,

LLSCQ“ 9chcol,

BULISK, Lulﬂ mE s
Oneonta, N.Y,
POOLE, Sonny Boy,
lorth, S.C .
JETRM, fina,
Kalamazoo,
BOWERSOCL bet‘r**
rsburg,
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January 8, 1936

CLARK, Hilda
Goldson, 'Qz*égon;,
Jamuary 6, 1936.

Write
Calo 4.5!] v.

before hi

:"or the i@

Jaza. A
Cel.

i[:u-v the Pr i\'aﬂ wO‘Cl& }Jﬁ m.& Jehﬁ‘?i tted 1 v.ﬁiSs

‘t.* .

sidend onclesi-{, newspaper clipring re the death of
ns, in whose home she lives. States that Col. Stevens,
was rying to locate a horse for the President %o ride,
Purther
the horse that the Colonel had in mind was %o have been pure
ver mane and %ail. Also speaks of a cane the Colonel had
m
nt which was %0 have been silver mounted.--Miss LeHand, on

<
e

President's condolence re the death

21:9 Clark expressing
z.zs and his appreciation for the clipping and her letter,




January 8, 1936

dear irs., Couwrtney




January 8, 1938







January 8, 19386

Qassaro:
The President thanks you very much
for that beautifully framed calendar and he
wants you to know how much he sppre glates

your kind thought in sending it to him.

3

Very sincerely yours,

~

G, Cassarg, E8Q.,
780 - 9th Streetl,
Qakland ,
California.




Govwernor:

e TLEYF ,

Guyer@ior of lessachusetis,
kasgsachusetts,

A SUNDAY MORNING FEATURE OF THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY




Curley to

it very much and thenk you sincerely for your

holiday greectings.

Very sinesrsly yours,

Aonorenlie Joseph L. Hurley,
ideutenant Governor or & ssachusetis,
Boston, lNassschusetts.

A SUNDAY MORNING FEATURE OF THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY
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A SUNDAY MORNIN




A SUNDAY MORNING FEATURE OF THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY




January 8, 197

My dear Dr. Cadman:

for Happiness",
more than apprecistes your
dation.

He asks me

best wishes

A SUNDAY MORNING FEATURE OF THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY




DR. S. PARKES CADMAN
‘‘NATIONAL RADIO PULPIT

SUITE 504
105 EAST 22ND STREET
NEW YORK CiTy

GRAMERCY 5.3475

December 26, 1935

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear President Roosevelt:

It has given me very great pleasure to send

Jou & copy of my latest bhook, "Adventure for Happiness,"

as a slight token of my grateful appreciation of your
loyal support of the radio ministry which I have been
permitted to exercise for the past twelve years,

May I add that, in my judgment, the trans-
mission over the air of those basic principles which are
absolutely essential to the safety and welfare of our dear
land and of the world was never more necessary than it is
today.

Faithfully yours,

A SUNDAY -MORNING FEATURE OF THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY




188 asked me to thank

Jou ever so much for that deck of eards

to %ell you t he greatly apprecisate

kindg thought in sending them to him,
He sends vou his very best wisl

he onmin regs
the coming yesr,

436 Day ot
Logansport -
Indiana,




sgr

Crans,




~—V e Ok _u A

~=wuusS IO your welfare and happiness,

Very sincerely yours,

e A, IsHand

POTY

PRIVATE ononum: v
~R&vValsn SHURIETARY

Miss Mayris Chaney,
Alexander Hamilton Hotel,
San Frenecisco, :
California,




o

Sy e

January 10, 1838

My dear Miss Chaney:

The President thanks you eordially

for the deliciocus Preserwges you sent to hinm
and he wants you to know how mueh

3
N s norea
4 48 8ppree=

ciates your king thought .

ile asks me %o convey his very best

<

wishes for your welfare and happiness,

-

very sincerely yours,

o

Miss Mayris Cheney,
Alexander Hamilton Hotel,
San Frencisco, :
California,




‘or

eiza to him and he wants
\N
you to know that sreatly eppreciates this

evidence of your

He sends

for the coming yesr.

Very sincerely yours,

F., Carbejal, Esqg.,
161034 - %% AVenue,
Tampa ,

Flol’ida-




Januery 10, 193

iy dear .
The

box of

you to know

evidence of

sineerely yours,

F., Carbejal, Esqg.,
16103 - 9th Lvenue,
Temye ,

F}.OP ids =




F. CARBAJAL, y

IMPORTER OF .,{;;c&?_ -
CUBAN TOBACCO FILLERS AND “7%x

WRAPPERS

Ty,
C.
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January 13, 1936

Kiss Gasey:
The President asks me to thank you

gordially for that fine hand

sent to his He wants you to know th

CO8tT e

is most appreciative of your kind thought

and he sends you his very best wishes.

Very sincerely yours,

Miass Mary Margaret Cesoy
Route 2,

Fort Madison,

Iowa.

2




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

i S

o
wn

e S




e

January l4, 1836

My dear Mrg Chetwynd:

The President was much pleased to

receive the Muh you sent to him through

the courtesy of Mr. St. John Smith, He hes
/‘“‘“‘"‘ e m el

o
asked me to convey to you his sincere appre-

Mrs. Wentworth Chelwmeyr— .
e/o R. H. Douglass,

5 Copthall Courtd,

London, E«Ce,

England.




January 14, 1936

iy dear Mr. Smith:

3 hae been forwarded to
Chetwynd for the books you mention,
Please let ume

courtesy in t matter is app

St. John Smith, Esg.,
129 ZBast 70th Sirees,
'iea‘v" YQI"K, “:3) .YO




129 EAST SEVENTIETH STREET
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Habana, January 6, 1936.

My dear Mr. President:
When I was in Colombia I found out that

some particularly good hats of the so-called

Panama variety were made, on order, in &

village near the Ecuadoran frontier. I have
recently ordered some of them and venture to
gend you one which I trust that you will honor

me by accepting as if sent at Christmas time.

With all good wishes,

Yours respectfully, ££2£;4p»*’;}//~

The President,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.
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K vou f¢

w F 3 QI' :.fo-‘,l-, }g{“~

“io s4lid

him & phot
. photograph of yo
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b e St
coavey hi
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you and
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relfare and 1}
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Be’ 1 » A
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= laware G Ty HBQ.,
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January 16, 1936

Your note of Janwery fourtee

been received by the President and

thank you for vour kind thought

Wadl

1im & photograph of your family.

S

me %o convey his very | t wishes

to your family for your welfare and happiness,

Very sincerely yours ~

Henry ¥, Curiet
Delaware City,
Delewars,




. HENRY CURLETT DELAWARE CITY, DELAWARE

wowgBe VEGEL, EB8Q.,
The Racquet Club,
Washington, D. C.




January 16, 1936

My dear Mr. Creel:

The President thanks you cordially

far those fine Ivory holders. He has been

B

delighted to sign a copy of "On Our Way™ for

you and asks me to convey his very best re-
gards.

Very sincerely yours,

Eo _".'
PRIVATE SE

Gearge Creel, BEsq.,
The Racquet Club,
Washington, D. C.

Enecl osure




° 9
Colliers
THE NATIONAL WEEKLY
THE CROWELL PUBLISHING COMPANY e
250 PARK AVENUE

NewYork

OFFICE OF ~ E ; X ¢ -

WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT /i : SA
734 Fifteenth Street,N.W. / : }

WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 14, 1936,

Dear Mr. President:
This is not a gift but a trade:
three Ivory ( maybe ) cigarette holders

for an autographed copy of your booke

Devot e’df}.y':

-7
E~ // 4
N o el

~C—>GEORGE CREEL



January 17,

iy dear Mr. Coffes:

The President has received your

seventh and has

4 4 has noted with

letter of Januar

you say. He is pleased to

agcept the carved ghain and is grateful for
SR

the good will which you

your act conveys.
I am very sorry in

possible to co

T < v ® 4%
ompLy WwWith

of the President’s photog

™ phs
none on hand &% this time.

Very sincerely yours,

Joseph S, _Coffee, Esq.,
71 T
i e

2718 =
Caklend ,
Californisa.

Oth Avenue,
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WASHINGTON
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STATE « Card from Count RICHARD

presenting CORY of his book
Ages" to the President.
Cover shows hook

noster Row, London.
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The President ha

X10W

agelebrate

sends

4 7o)
285 I Mason St
Carrollton,

Hissouris







January 27, 19386

My dear Mr. Cullen:

The President thanks you ever SO
much for that fine calendar you sent to him,
and he asks me to tell you that he more than
appreciates your friendly good wishes.

I shall be glad to see thatl Vice

President Garner receives the galendar you

~

sent %o him.

Very sincerely yours,

K. A. leHand
PRIVATE SECRETARY

Pat Cullen, Esq.,
Sonora,
Galifornia.




%o tell you how much he appreciates

kindly thought of h He sends his

you,

sincerely yours,

- * tr.. -
Ae LBOANG
e aOpnonat

1:‘.13‘(.:\ ‘2Ll

Charles R.
Indio, X
California.




Tanusry

January 27, 193

My dear Mr. Crane:

It was mighty nice of you to send
the President those delicious dates and he
asks me fo tell you how much he appreciates
your kindly thought of him, He sends his
very best wishes to you,

Very sincerelvw yours
A ]

Charles R. Grane s EBq.,
Indio, >
Califoraia.




Jenuary 27. 1956



Jenuary 27, 1956

My dear Mrs. Cooper:
The President was pleased %o receive
your friendly letter of January twenty-second

and he thanks you most cordially for tiet fine

eake wvou sent to him. He more than appreciates

r greetings and he asks me to
gonvey his very best wishes %o you on the oe-
gasion of your own birthday.

Very sincerely yours,

M. A. LeHand

PRIVATE SECRETARY

Vi 44y 441

Mrs. H. S. Cooper,
Lewisburg Hotel~
lewisburg,

West Virginisa.




y

.00 AND UP MEALS 50c

LEWISBURG HOTEL

H. S. COOPER, PROP.
MODERN WITH HOME COMFORT
LEWISBURG, W. VA,

January 22, 1936
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JOSEPH F. CULLMAN, JR.
ISI FRONT STREET

NEW YORK

9 Janusry 1936

My dear President Roosevelt:

Howard tells me that you enjoyed the special
cigars he sent you for Christmas. In view of the fact
thet I am the guilty menufacturer of same, naturally I
was more than happy to learn the good news.

I am taking the liberty of sending you, with
my compliments and best wishes, one hundred Webster
Fancy Tales - not that you need any assistence from

either Daniel or Noah Webster — but I do hope they may
add a bit to your enjoyment.

With all good wishes and warmest personal
regards, believe me

Cordially yours,
A—/kM/\,W

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Executive Mansion,
Washington, D. C.
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The president nas recs
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James W. Qory, Esq.,

Béucational Adviser, Co. 514, CCC,
Henryville,

Indiana.
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returned

Indisns,

large burned etching, with sketch of Pres; frame design
of CCC figures; names of enrollees etched on back.










MEMBER OF COMMITTEES:

AGRICULTURE

SAMUEL WILDER KING

DELEGATE FROM HAWAI

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION

NE AND FISHERIES

MERCHANT MARI
MILITARY AFFAIRS
NAVAL AFFAIRS

PosTt OFFICE AND PosT Roabps
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My dear Mr. Clemson:

% anle
thsnks

toke:
He wants you to

cistes this evidence of

Andrew Clems

Manchester,
Connecticut.
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Anmdrefr Clemsan

- Tl Street
= e k;f'I“(;xm‘lgvster, Do,
e —

Fehraary

Tandrew Carr

ch to send $0 the P 3 has been received
and he has ssked me to thank you for your kindg

thought.

sincersly

Me A, Letiand
PRIVATE SECRETARY

Fifth Aveme,

Hew York, H. Y.

Carnegie Corporation




February 4,

ecopy of the book, "Andrew Carnegi
1885 - 1935", whieh vou were good
enocugh to send $o the President, has been received
and he has asked me %o thank you for your king
thought.

Very sincersly

M, A, Leland
PRIVATE SECFRETARY

%0 = et g ’ B 4 oo e
Garnegie LOrporavion

5

S22 Fifth Avemme,
Hew York, N. Y.




KESNEDY, Hon. Alfred J.

Junion Vies Commnder-in-Chief,
United Spanish War Yeterans,
Whitestone, Hew York,

February 5%h, 1936.

Writes President enclosing a coin that was use o with a photograph of the
ship, at the time the President served in the Navy.--President replied, Feb. 15th,
expressing aporeciation for Mr. Xennedy's letter.
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Procident has asksed e 0 wiUES

you for your nice letter of Jenusry tweniy-

eighth. ie you %o know how mich he sppre-

ciates you
arawing which aceompanie

Very sincerely

leiian

TRPETY TS
B BiL SRS

Edward A, Curry,
1581 Pilgrim Street,
Akyon,

Ohio.
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Chancey:

@

The President has noted your letter

Fabruary intereet and

Dt S
4as asxel e

3

Very sincerely yours,

X. ¥. Chancey, Esqg.,
1226 Cook Avenue,
Lakewood,

Ohioc.
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RECORD Wednes

He Was Defended

- PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT
“If you condemn the President
you condemn yourself . . .1”













ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.




ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TC
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.




ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
PC 111,324
51

My deer Miss LeHand: o

. N
The enclosed book, entitled "Le Desequilibre
e

Constructif", has been addressed to the President
by Sefior Mariano H, Cornéjo, former Peruvien Minister
to France, and is transmitted herewith with the re-
quest thet it be placed before the President.

The appropriste American diplomatic officer has

been instrueted to convey a suiteble expression of
a¥ |

thenks to the sender. N

B

\
Sincergly yours,

: aﬁ \
8

A

\
4.4 %-.J—’FZ; et -4

Enclosure:
Book.

Miss Marguerite A, LeHand,
Private Secretary to the President,
The White House,

Washington, D, C,
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34 Franklin Street
Petersburg, Virginia
February 25, 1936

Honorable Franklin De. Roosevelt,
Pregident of the United States
Executive Mansion

Washington, D. Ce

Dear Nr., President:

I am taking the privilege of
forwarding to you a souvenir from the heart of
Colonial Virginia.

The wood in this walking stick
is made from hickory cut by me personally on
Westover, one of the oldest estates in Virginia.
The inclosed pamphlet gives a brief history of
this estate,

I send it with all good wishes
and trust you will like it.

Yours very truly,







WESTOVER

)
By KIRKLAND RUFFIN SAUNDERS
What pictures, what thri j i

:::::.._::_..”. /“4_:.»‘..1_ ﬁ____..;. thrills as conjured up by the very name of Westover, that
likes to n‘._\\v at :,. _ﬂ “.AW ¢ yk.f_:,.r av ealth of interest for all lovers of colonial history ! One
bl o at that stately mansion and think of the manifold chanees the old place has

undergone, of the eminent people it | i e
i e people it has known, and the little tales of s hispered affection
crhcard, as lovers strolled through its green fields in the generations that have

»::.1.,,_1 5
¢ changes and events have been rec 1
first found a place in the n recorded since the year 1619, when Westovel

site of Westover as the _:—A:_m__”_ _vw..,_._ﬁ._?:u,.‘. In that year Captain Francis West selected the
ek AL o : ..:. N:\A e rc:T of Henry West, fourth Lord Delaware, son
e e L \__:M:w_._, MM\:.A,_/ A_(, est, .1::_ T::_, Delaware, Governor of Virginia. The
Governors of Vire 2 i.u.?. ﬁw:.;:: s John, Francis and Nathaniel West, all acted as
e /.,._E:;ﬂ it :.7.<.:.V:.~ .1.:; > brothers that Westover derived its name
left descendants m:.::u ﬁﬁ.. ﬂ”.::__;:. , A:ﬁ.::‘:, but only Captain John West is known to have
child of English _,:‘_.c,_.:,. ~_~ c. His son, ﬂ\wv._::l John West. of West Point, was the first
paslytie arents &:: on Y ﬂ.:.r, _C.E._.. At Henry West’s plantation, Westover,

I ell under the tomahawk in 1622 u :

Ll

inia, anc

Shortly afterwards, Captain T ok .
and Flower de H :a:m _AM_; F:.“_:Mﬂ.: _ __,:,E._,,J..T::,_.c: 15 spoken of as representing Westover
he patented a part of t] ,*. . :. OpbpsLie ,,:,r.‘i. .::‘, river, but it was not until 1637 that
Pawlett, and was born i:,.:.:__M,w‘,w:::r:_::. I _:. Pawlett was brother of the first Lord
Remetioan Aa _,:.__..r,,_ i. —..;:..rv 8, and came to Virginia in 1618, He appeared in the first
death of Thomas ._:M:.;_,..MME_.“_”:_,,”_._W4”7_:. representative from “Argall’s Gift.” Upon the
Charles City County ?: m: hi ﬂ‘_,. v.‘_ :.u grant, which embraced two thousand acres in
this property to C:.m:‘ Southe _.H : “.i: 1er, Lord ,_:_:._ Pawlett, who in 1665 sold a part o
Bland, of Hod ey :._.: i ,,A:.A;, ..::,_ the part 1:.; is still called Westover to “Iheodorick
that Bland was a _. ; , ,:w_:: . E::r:_::. History, in an account of his career, states

as an Knglishman by birth, but became a Spanish merchant before .‘.:.:.mu.::.:n

[2]

to the New World in 1654. Here he was made one of the King’s Council in Virginia ; he
settled at Westover, gave ten acres of land, a court house and prison to Charles City
County, and built a church for the parish. He wa buried under its chancel ; and a sunken
tombstone, bearing his name, now marks the site of this old church, which formerly
occupied a portion of the graveyard on the plantaticn. From the Blands the estate passed

into the hands of the Byrds, under whose regime it became famous.

The first American Byrd—William (1653-1704)-—came from London to Virginia
with his young bride and established his home at the falls of the James River, where Rich-
mond now stands. Here the government gladly gave him a liberal grant of land on the
condition that he, with fifty able-bodied men, would defend the station from the Indians.
He immediately set up fortifications and substantially installed himself as an Indian trader
and planter on a large scale. Fortune favored all of his undertakings and he added acre
after acre to his already great estate, so that it was not long before he was considered one
of the lareest land owners and wealthiest men in the province. He was, moreover, a
prominent man in affairs of state, holding many high positions in Virginia. In 1687 these
honors were crowned by the King’s appointing him “Receiver-general of his Majesty’s
revenues for the Colony,” a most responsible position, which he held with eredit and honor
until his death, in December, 1701, when the office was transmitted to his son. Colonel
Byrd, as he was called, did not, however, confine himself to politics and business matters,
but took a lively interest in the social enjoyments of life and in commencing the famous
library, which was afterward added to by his son, until the number of books reached
nearly four thousand. The year after he received the appointment by the King, he pur-
chased Westover for three hundred pounds sterling and ten thousand pounds of tobacco,
after which he immediately chose a suitable situation for his mansion about thirty miles
below Richmond, on the north side of the James. He took the keenest interest in his home
and 1ts appearance, :_:::,: the cary enter's work was more substantial than ornamental in
those carly days. Among his orders from England about this time are a “bedstead
and curtains, a looking glass, one small and one middling oval table, and
leather chairs,” evidently for the new house. Owing to the carelessness of a servant, this
original frame building was partly destroyed by fire, and the first description of the manor
is after it was rebuilt by the second Colonel William Byrd. “T'his second house the records
speak of as being a substantial, three-storied brick mansion, modeled in many re: ,H:,?,..a
Drayton Court in Northamptonshire, England, then the home of the Farl of 1,3,2.1

¢




borough and now the property of Stockville-Sackville. M. P a e

West.

I'he general outline of the house is sti
w_:._ﬁ.n:w_%w—ws__m“:ﬁ M:.a_.u__wn.:“:.:.v_ cellars, connected with one of which is a hidden room.
1s eight-foot square hiding place, at a de of fifteen f . ious
e ,_:.A# i ing place, at a depth of fifteen feet, has many weird and curious
Ja ; m H,.}.:h with it. Not far ay yay from the house are two other ::;.,._.L_.C::L
“. ) “E, , which are __?.L:.; through a dry well at a little distance. ‘T'hese rooms had subter-
anes assaves r ‘h have since caved 1 { 1 o
ﬂz_ .F__,_ ?7./__ €s, W :_.,: have since caved in, but which formerly led to the river, and served
as o acee s ror s dave 1
L :,h_::; .:. aces in the bygone L.&.f when the treacherous Indian roved about at random.

n the ground floor, the hall, with its elaborate carvine - i i ightee
ey e aborate carving and paneling, is about eighteen
A 2:_. N .: M_ MM:_#. .J_ aight through the house, the depth of two large rooms. Besides on¢
ther room that has been put to vario ses e rig i i . ic
is heavily wainscoted : w W arlous uses, ::.:: :ﬁ_: of the hall is the parlor, which
: . __ coted and has ornamental cornices of great beauty, The most striking
_M.__u_:_w..f A._ : the room is, however, m._:. exquisite black marble n_::::wh,:r,cﬁ imported from

; y _:_ a sum 2::<:r.:.~ to $2,500. Above the mantel is a long mirror framed in
wrought white marble, which contrasts grandly w 7

On the opposite sic

susin of Lord Sackville-

Il much the same as it was originally. Under

e ‘ ith its massive black-veined background.
[ ) le of the hall, Colonel Byrd had his library
»:::ﬁ being especially noteworthy, as it harbored a very rare.
overing almc ‘

and the dining-room, the
e ‘ : e private collection of books,
COVEIDE e ﬁar,; :m “:,Z‘i _‘“:.ﬂ:_:«_n. I'o the rear of the hall is the staircase, having
wisted balustrades of hand-carve id mahog: 0 i i (G
P pebag oL vm:: d solid mahogany brought from the Mother Country
ot b h < € SIEC e ¢ e ! 1e 1 1 >

of furniture were f 1 \T‘__ g apartments, w here, until recently, some rare old pieces
: ~ e W _J ,:_:._h_. 1€ third-story rooms also have been used as bed chambers, but
formerly serve i dAndsiz ther i , , vl

) : y ved for bi tards and other popular games.

g n E::::_“ down again, one passes through the wide hall doors and over the worn
&::., ;_ﬂ _v_ to the closely trimmed lawn, which, after a certain distance, slopes steeply to the
river. lts base is protected from the wash of waves by a stout river-wall runnine the whole

length of the lawn. The t e tarian - :
gth of the lawn. The top of the terrace commands a fine view of two-and-a-half-mile
stretch of wi e o

L iter, and one cannot 7&:; thinking of the variety of craft that have been
watched from this advantageous standpoint. Perhaps, first of all. the canoe of the dreaded

_m‘:_ :._wz:_,. as peered at and speculated upon by the old-time mistresses of Westover, who
2P > () 2 > s Yo { P, e qe Pl i y s . ;
eared the consequences of a treacherous onslaught. From here, too, was noticed the
gradual change from the clumsy, slow-sailino f i P e
s clumsy, slow-sailing vessel of colonial times to the comfortable

St amer of the present day. But, during this progre

[4]

in development, there is one more

period, that of the Civil War, when anxious faces v ratched the river from the hill. It was
at this time that a line of Federal gunboats extended up and down the river for fifty miles
and their orders were to bombard every house along its banks. Yet, in spite of the various
dangers incurred by living upon the James, which was, in olden times, the highway of
Virginia, the owners preferred to be there where they might guard their valuable property
fronting the river, and where the open position made them feel in closer touch with the
world. Now, in this peaceful day, the faces of observers show no trace of the old alarm,
as they watch the daily steamers plow their way through the waters and listen to the noisy
breaking of the waves upon the shore.

So lovely is the view and so pleasant the sound of the water that it is hard to turn
from them to anything else, it matters not how interesting. But the pre-colonial trees,
dotting the greensward, invite your attention ; and one deserves particular notice. Itis a
perfectly symmetrical yew, which has been pronounced by Professor Sargent, as Ameri-
.an forester and botanist, to be the finest specimen in America. A row of magnificent
-ulip poplars flank the wide gravel walk, at each end of which the entrance is made
through handsome iron gates bearing at the top the family crest of the Byrds. In their
ancient setting two young trees stand out in striking contrast and the visitor’s brow
immediately lifts in interrogation. These trees were planted during presidential visits, a
maple by Theodore Roosevelt, and a pecan, hardly yet more than a slender stalk, by
Woodrow Wilson. Upon passing around to the rear lawn also one finds points of peculiar
interest, for here the main approach is through the w ell-known “Westover gates.” These
are of wrought iron and swing from huge stone pillars surmounted by massive balls, upon
which perch life-sized leaden eagles with wings half-spread, representing the family crest.
The monogram, W. E. B., is skilfully interwoven into the ornamental hammered iron
above the gates. Beyond this entrance is an extensive paddock, having on one side the fine
old brick stables, and on the other the old-fashioned combination vegetable and flower
garden, enclosed by a high brick wall, over which clinging vines creep lazily. Above this
wall can be seen the tops of shrubs and bushes laden down with their fragrant blossoms
Box-bushes, too, some of them reaching the unusual height of ten feet, stand as a receiving
line just inside of the gate. On entering, one’s attention is directly called to the m“:.%.__,
walks, which are attractively laid out and flanked by flowers tastefully arranged.

[t is pleasant to wander along these paths, drinking in the perfume of the delicate tea

1roses and A:, ﬁ_:.. pro .:mmc: C* :: e Zc/a:y._ml,“ _1:. Tv any __x 1:;:r. 542:7; one ~ 50011 Tq.:::_._
VUL




to the center of the garden, where stands the much-tal his life is
Byrd, towards which ¢ :verything in the n::_ en seems to point. Lhe story of his lit€
recorded on his monument in the followi Ing inscription :

“Here lyeth
T'he Honorable William Byrd, Esqr.

A0S - ¢ ;L.:_L
Being born to one of the amplest fortunes in thi ::_:rf he was sent early to _k:ﬂw h(:.:
1 eh al] and eve
for _: education, where, under the care and direction of Sir Robert Southwell, .::_ -
with his | ,:A:..:_..:‘ :73.:.,,::_? he made a happy proficie ney in polite and vartous

ce of
ing; by ::. means of the same noble friend he was introduced to the acquaintanc

: oh station,
many of the first persons of that age for knowledge, wit, virtue, birth, or high sta
and particularly attracted a most «

¢ 72. and bosom friendship with the le: ::.m and illus”
trious Charles Boyle, Earl of Orre 3
He was admitted to the bar in the Middle Temple,
countries, visited the court of France and w

: .|
ked-of tomb of the second P:r::.

. low
studied, for some time in :r lo
s chosen Fellow of the Royal Society.
On the opposite side of the tomb the inseription i

1s continued
“Thus eminently

fitted T: the service and ornament of his country, he was :Zﬁr,
receiver-general of his Majesty’s revenues here, was thrice appointed publi ok agent to the
court and ministry of ‘F::,T:,g and being thirty-seven years a member, at last _:,?::p.
president of the Council of this C olony. _,: all this were added a great elegancy o ti J
::L life, the well-bred gentleman and polite companion, the ft_:::; economist ;_:,
prudent father of a family, with the constant ene my of all exhorbitant c:;: \::# hearty
friend to the liberties of his

country. Nat. March 28, 1674. Mort. Aug. 2 :u_;:
Aetat 70.”

I'his distinguished gentleman, the most renowned of all the Byrd

was thirty years

:

of age when his father died. He was handsome, well educated o

considered the great catch of Vi inia. So there is little wonder that many ladies of :_M

land looked with envious ey upon the fair Lucy Parke when she became ::.i._.c#. 0

i For five years the young couple dispensed hospitality and lived 1n

royal s They _:;:f:; in all the extravagancies and luxuries which the rich young

_::2._‘ eemed necessary to existence; but the Colonel was capable of doing thing:

were re: ; worth while and had no intention of spending his whole life in idleness.
[6]

; and
enormously wealthy, al

{ iti . c turn caused
intellectual capacity and public spirit led him intc _J:_S:Hf :M_‘___ ._:Wt:%:,:::,_ ey
e | h time in his library, where he afterw ards wrote th *: a5
_H_/HWN“_M_JH_MM__“M w:,_‘r._“:,r prove him to have been one of the r:ﬂ:r?/a Hﬂﬂ Trﬂ.:ﬂ :A_‘_. L
Fortune smiled upon him in his domestic selitions n_:. :. ;_M”:_Mr“u tate of happiness wi
the little Evelyn, in 1707, to make his blessings complete.

, if .alled abroad to attend to

lestined to last, for after a few years of _:::.w rr.,,,‘ he was ..,;._.__;. A,:._.M.v_“m h»::;. K
e, :.;:ﬂ_h_,zd:“ﬁ ,.:_m tedious business. Finally his wife and ;;r: :MA_:,,V e Ay
_”““.:mM_,_:_m”:ﬁ_h:: . ﬂ:_: ﬂ;_:T. rn_d i:, YOurg :4:1:;. was Sstricken «
ke _ﬁ _:_.,,: ”._:w. o n_._N‘.,,_,nﬂcﬁ,ww,_w_w_.,. nine years, hecame more than c,‘_.;. _1:,, EEMT.v_u.wkw___::.__ﬁwuw

Svelyn, then a chilc 3 : e \

CL wT,__‘wwf_.ﬁ_ﬂw:_,.,m_m_“_ c”wmw..:m“_” ;ﬂ_w.”_ Mu.s nent into cultured :_:.:M.:__w_._.A;“.,H
b i..r:.h_r E.: .:zﬁw_ subject of muc h admiration by .:‘. Q:F ,f__, _ F.._JA Aa_:,_A g€
:2.. o iy :‘»::v: _ sented at Court. The carved 1 vory r_:. i:.___t.._ VA/ f. ,,..L::
of e g e s 1 _,_\; by one of the Brandon Harrisons, in w __:,Hﬁ,.:tc_,,__r_u:,:..,_.
w_:; e Awwg,;w_:: g __: m meeting the fair Virginian, remarked that he :J ) :‘.
o ﬁ. G :»: _;. en were so fond of going to Virginia to study ornit __A‘ 0g .ﬂ
wondered why young £¢ . i e’ It was in England 1:: the hopeless attac ::vﬁ:
since such beautiful Byrds were :::.. ,,. L e i e
between Evelyn and Lord Peterborough ::::TZJH , T:F:L S o
distinguished, and :G,,:::Em_:.mf W:ﬁ_czmﬁ _m‘__.ﬂ“_ﬁ_%__: w_“~”__:_(1.,.1 :., e
le: :_o. of society he had gained all the fascine ¢

;,.:._.:.;:Tr;
girl’s heart, and Evelyn, with all the impetuosity :._ :_:._HH4 _,_ﬂ_.”,.y_,.:ﬁ,_.m___‘w q.%.:g:,,,r it e
M_ er father bitterly opposed the match and carried his re
B wcc. b T.;:,.‘M.N.; Maria, the eldest daughter and one of the
3 ime married Mart e eldes ¢ o
co-h ,_ﬂ_..v,_,““:; _J M“_:u“ﬂ.,;.,E,H_,,:r“_: :ﬁwf nsington, so the three m::_wc ?:,,r,N__ J;u__.:.u‘;:_‘:A__Mw_,.cﬁ“ﬁ
he old manner of living at Westover. Again those ¢ stately m‘: S Wert _: _. ot
‘m_m.w : _?. Jilies of Virginia,” who enjoyed the cordial ::__:T;:, for which the olc z;;:ﬂ
_ ion T_,_._J_ ‘,\.J : been ::r;‘_ Among the constant visitors were many suitors for the hanc
e G # but her yvouth had been blighted and she f:.r interest in none of .::;:
i oA A,_ /._.f _:_M __W“z. vﬁ:.; ,‘._kz. should hecome the wife of Daniel Parke Custis wre
:.;. _T_M_:___ JIJ :,,..M“H.V.:J_N:C,.;_:, f.;., he & been crossed, she : ;3 rmined never to marr

ter her return, tradition tells us that the great dark e w wistful and she drooped




until 1739, when she died of a broken heart. Thus she, who had been called the fairest
flower of the Old Dominion, faded away in the bloom of her youth. In the family bury-

ing-ground, situated in a fine old clump of trees about a quarter of a mile west of the house,

may be seen her moss-grown tomb, bearing this dismal epitaph :

“Here in the sleep of Pe
_f.?.f._i the Body :
Miss Evelyn Byrd:
Daughter,
of the Honorable William _:;; [Csqr :
The various and excellent endowments of Nature: Improved
and perfected by an accomplished Education :
Formed her,
For the Happyness of _:._A [riends
Ifor an Ornament of her Country
Alas, Reader!
We can detain nothing however
If'rom unrelenting [De: :r
See here a Proof!
And be reminded by this awful Tomb:
T'hat every :Er:,, Comfort fleets away :
- what arise
From imitating the Virtues of our Friends:
And the :::...:,5_:::: of their happiness
T'o which
God was pleased to call this _:::
on the 13th Day of 7:,:.::%_ T —
In the 29th Year of her Age.”

7,.
must have its ghost, Westover is not without
elyn’s returns to the old homestead, when the tap, tap of her high-
heeled slippers is heard along the corridors where she was wont to roam. Her ; ath was
a terrible blow to her father, who, though other children sought to soothe his grief, reft sed
to be comforted. But it was not long before he, too, passed away, leaving the vast estate
to his son and namesake, William Evelyn Byrd.

L8]

As every seat of colonial aristocracy
its traditions of Iy

»

This third heir in the line of Byrds was born at Westover, September 6, 1728. In
ability and natural wit, he was much like his f father, but he did not have the benefit of a
foreign education and never attained the intellectual distinction of his brilliant ?:::A
As a public man and office-holder, however, he reached a prominent and influential place.
He and one of his contemporaries, Peter 7.::?:5 were appointed by the governor to
make terms with the neighboring Indians, and obt: ::c; a r aty of peace from the Chero-
kee and other Indian tribes 1 in Southern Virginia in 17 _:_2.? in 1758, he was colonel

of one of the two divisions of Virginia militia and won :: esteem of W M_,,‘_:_E..Q:_r who

commanded the other regiment in the ex c:_:_:: led by «:_: ral Forbes against Fort
Duquesne. For a long time Colonel Byrd was a member :.‘ the :::L. of Burgesses j:;
held a prominent place in political affairs; but his love of society life, cards and drink
meant his ultimate downfall. Hi ;7:?::.: and excessive :.:,:Z:_; _:_2_ up a heavy
debt against him so that, at the time of his death, in January, 1777, his affairs were found
to be very much involved.

Much credit is due to the widow, Mrs. Mary Willing Byrd, who, by prudent
management, retained Westover through ::.{. trying ; and did much to :.._:_r. the
effects of her husband’s dissipation. _f:. at every turn fresh misfortune awaited he
Three times was Westover ravaged English: once under Cornwallis and twice
under the traitor, Benedict Arnold, whose s relationship to Mrs. Byrd cast suspicion
upon the latter as being in connivance with the English army. Once the Continental
soldiers, while ransacking her private papers to try to prove their suspicions that she was
ouilty :m treason during the Revolution, kept her locked in a third-story room, which
curiously enough connects directly with one of the hidden rooms before mentione
this article. /ﬁ one time the government placed its upon Mrs. Byrd’s letters, and
thus she was again subjected to suspicion and humiliation; but she braved it all and
defended herself strongly until it was proved that she had done nothing to aid Arnold in
his James River campaign. After a life of usefulness and piety, she died in 1814, leaving
many to mourn her loss, but none to take her place.

d in

At _:;. death the inevitable breaking up of the family occurred and this caused m: ny
of the relics and heirlooms to be scattered among other homes where the Byrd descendants
::;f_. Some of the daughters of the house married into other James Ri families, and
thus it comes about that at Lower Brandon and such manors are found today ‘the old

portraits which used to look down from the w: lls at Westover and the valuable manu-
[9]




scripts whicl vritten in those days of long ago. In the year of Mrs
pts which tt tl lays of | In the yea I

: . Byrd’s death,
the plantation was bought by Williams Carter, who, owing to financial reverses, soon sold
it to a family named Douthat. It was next purchased by one of the Harrisons of Brandon,
a cousin of Colonel Byrd, and from that branch it passed into the hands of the Seldens,
who did much to better the conditions of the place, so much injured by constant changes.
It was about this time, when Westover began to figure in the Civil War, that General
[cClellan with the officers of his army occupied the mansion, while thousands of the
tederal soldiery pitched their tents on the old plantation. Again, after the bloody Seven
days’ Fight, when the Army of the Potomac retived to Harrison’s Landing in t:._a:::ﬁc
of McClellan’s famous “change of base,” Fitz John Porter’s corps encamped in the wheat
fields of Westover and converted the old mansion into division headquarters. T'he east
to old Westover Church far outweighed that done to the house. T'he sacred edifice, which
had years before been moved, brick by brick, to Evelynton, another part of the estate,
named for Evelyn Byrd, was used by the Federal cavalry for stabling their horses. T'hese
outrages in manj scts meant irreparable damage to the place M:,__,;T m”_w,u,,__N.ﬁ_u““__W.;.u.:.._}.“.: [t
is said that the exact location of McClellan’s tents is still shown by the grass which 7._.::;
more luxuriently on those spots than on the rest of the lawn. As the spring advance .J.H.ﬁ._:,y.,,
circles of green, the identical size of the base :
which has been marveled at by visitors from
reminder of those stormy days repeats itself.
Since the war, Westover has changed hands three times, b : Major
A. H. Drewry, the hero of Drewry’s Bluff. He married Miss Mary Harrison, a member
of a collateral branch of the ancient race, and with the help of his _:,F:,Qn.i, sunny-hearted

the tents, present a strange t:.,_::::,..:::.
ar and near. Fach succeeding spring this

O
*.”

wife spent many years in bringing his home out of the wreck of war and time. By this
date, the plantation had much decreased in size, as strips of land had gradually been cut
off and sold to outsiders. T'he farm perhaps consisted of little more than six hundred acres,
but these the Major put under careful cultivation until his crops almost rivaled those of
the Colonel himself. A marsh of three hundred acres, over which duck hunters and fisher-
men used to sail, he reclaimed with steam dredge and pump. Also due to ::.;/,—:r:. was
the restoration of the stone balls and the emblem of hospitality, the pineapples it ueed
to alternate upon the pillars of the fence dividing the rear lawn from the ?:rr.:y,w. After
his death the second change occurred, when Westover was purchased by -

a Marylander,
[N

v

Mrs. Clarise S .,,,4_:1,.:%:.2_:::.:...f:.r.;. :,.r:.mz.m::ﬁ..vh~v<.ﬂ.a.“~ﬁ,,,2.._:.‘f
the foot of the lawn she rebuilt the river-wall, which during the war was demolished to
furnish material for Federal barrack chimneys. The east wing she also restored, so that
now, as one enters the gateway, one sees the mansion as it stands complete; the three-
storied main building, with its old-time dormer windows peeping inquisitively through
the slated roof, situated between the two wings with their connecting corridors. The
interior of the house also underwent a transformation, for money was not spai d in the
many additions of handsome furniture that carried out the colonial style of the grand old
manor, But the farm lands, owing to the want of careful management, have somewhat
deteriorated in the last few years, so that should Evelyn return she would miss the rank
waving grain she was wont to see in her father’s fields. Mrs. Ramsay dismantled the
house absolutely before selling it to the present owner, Hon. Richard Crane, Minister to

Czecho-Slovakia under President Wilson, whose hospitality is that of the old regime.

It matters not, however, the number of material changes; there are still always the
thousand natural beauties of the place; the choice view, the rolling lawn, and the g wyly
flitting song birds that each morning carol their joyous songs from the green depths of the
monarch tulip poplar and other superb trees on the lawn. Then, too, there will ever be
the halo of historic interest that surrounds the old place, renowned for its having resisted
the ravages of fire, war, and time; for its having given birth to genius, merit, and rare

beauty, and for its having harbored the flower of the colonial aristocracy of Virginia.
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