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Occiden ta l College 

Po litical Sc ience Forum 

Q/A 

Has everythir,g grc-.·m so ccrnplex, or h2·1~ pecpic jut gro-,:nmore co~plicated? 

Perh.Jps it 1 s ,.,;e 1 re in a position today ~s 1 .. 1,e v1crry nbout our great problems, 

like the author who ccmes to a point in his story where he has a knotty plot 

probl em ~nd h~•s stuc( for a way to ge t around it, and finally it dawns on 

him th.al t Le .~s b;;1sed the entire story on a f:ilso p,e;-;i1s~. First let's try 

to cu t thro~g h t t he sa~~ntics a J ittle bit. 

Every one todJy 1n :~arica cones cc~?i ece ~i th hyphen . If you're a clergy 

hyp~en clergy, or youfre the econcm i st - traditiona l, and all of us of couree 

rrust or r:od e ra ::e orultrn-

left or ultra-rig h t, or scrre degree i n b~t \,,ce;-, . no~.., I think those bbels 

dem9 nd sc~e discu s~ion . 

The ch3irman of the Derocrat;c p3r ty here in Sout bern California, t ha~gh I 

must say, he con : G::; ed rr:e a lit tle bit. He v:as as ked a question, hc-..1 ,-1 ill 

11 I kr.c•,1 of no s i ngl= g r o up in ::h2 D,~rr:oc r a t i ::: p a rty t hat pos..::s a ny p2 rtic:u 1-J r 

Dc~ocr2ti c ca r.dirlJ~e3 for offic e , n lS S5. Sue w~er e he ~eg an to lose~~ was 



- ·--- .. ~- -~:--:: . ...,.:. .. -

I c an just onl y repe ~t, w~ 1re trying. 

But b~sic ~ll y t cd~ y •s conservative is act u Jl ly the radical of revolutionary 

day. Those \'ihO ., ,~·n c2te th<! lib r-, r,2! phi!'.Jsophy ccu ld best be describ~cl 

as if they' d liv ed in that day, the Tor ie1. Sefore you take exception 

t.o that, let n:~ i:;0int out that th::!. r 2v.3Ju:ioni sts .-;e r e conservativ:i in the 

Edmund-3urke c onc2pt of Co~ ~erva~ ivi sm . Th? recent philosophy directed 

tOvE,rd the contro l of fon: es of cn 2nJ2 i;: su.:: h a '.12y as to conservi:: t he 

best elements of the pJst by blend i r g t h2~ with the new e l e«e nts ii an 

ever re0olving soc iety . But thes e revo lutionist s were just that. They 

were revo lution ists ~nd t he y were r 2iic~ l in t he ir d2ter~inat ion to order 

of the peo?le and shou ld b~ taken f r ~11 anycn ~, any si~gle force or ~onarch 

or elite. The tories on t ha oth~r n2n G ar~ co~tcnt with the king and 

uphe ld that the r ule of many by the few wa3 divinely ord a in!d . t;ow it 1 s 

true th ~re wa re ma~y variations a~ d there ~rr e c e rt a in degre~s of belief 
,!, 

a~ong all of t h£~ , both si da s. 11m .sure that sc,r.e of t ha rodicais, the 

revolutionists would have settled f o r just an increased voic e , sc~e of 

th em by : tbe peop l e 's repres~ntat iv ~s in govern~2nt an<l th eJ would hav~ 

been con ten t to 90 a long with the king. Tha Tori es rang~d frcm a be l ief 
I 

,n r Qya l c rn n ipo t~ n: 2 to a wi lli nJ~ ~ss I' m s~re on the pa rt of scme of th ]m 

I 

no bett2r e:-~::1.?lC 0( tr.e :,t 
I 

•• I 

C:;.< ! s {".~ 
\ 

: ,; - ~ : •J 

t~1~r, tr·e 
:~~:- {"\· . ' 

c:::; ni'i ·: c ,: ti1c1::· i ·:;oK-' 
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ccntr--.:i l gov~rn.- ,::: 7 t, 2nd ye t ev en a:; they even as th!.:y dz!) a t ed and arg u2 d 

this , H2 r:i ilt on :;: d , "G ive al l th :: pC',i.~ r t o the many and they wi ll O?pr e ss 

We ll now a ren 1 t we on safe gr ou~d t o conti~u~ this po int about de fi n ing 

to s ay t hat the c onse rva t ive today is char3cteri zed by advocati ng l e ss 

cont rol of t he peep l e by governm~nt , less cantra l izati on ac tu a ll y of au t ho r-

i ty. Li ke•,vis'2 , tl:e liberal t oday 5upport s t ht i dezi that the probl ems c3n 

only be solved by governm~n t, p re f2r2b ly cha f edera l govern~~nt . As a ma tt er 

of fa ct the cnly c crrn,on dc ncmihatcr n·::. ;:::le d to ,-1i n th€ supporc of t he 1 i be rals 

f ee li ng that the mate r ial nesds o f t te p~op l e ar2 ~ore important and t hus 

the end justifies t he ~ea ns, and th !s parti cular phrase is p rob ab l y the 

g reate s t irr.r.;ora l i ty of the! enemy in th, •,.;orld tcC-J y , =1nd i t c e r tainl y m2k~ s 

a mo cke t y o f any a t~ ew?t at law and orde r. Tha 2nd can never j usti fy t he 

rr:c ans . 

I f t r. c l ib :: rul is characterized by the: 

be l ief in the f ec:1:ra l i zat ion of ,-:-.'.Jch of cur scvei-.~., ,:nt ;Hcce.;::;e s , and I 

wculd pass succ es 3 ive ly through ~che planning 2nd con t rols of th e s r ea t societ y 



.: .: .:-!!.; 
• •-=-•-·-L,r-. 

tcday in Engl~ nd, : o t~ 2 ultra - e xtr Emi :m t~e totalitarianis~ that we 

find in th e s c,iie:. Th:s i s ti.2 uicii~·.~ t e i n 1ef t- ,-, ingism. Bu t doesn't . 
this .ulso irichJcti , i f \-i8 90 th.:it ,2r , th-= tot 2 l i tariznism of Hitler, znd 

Moisa I ini so cf ten used as terr i fie e~~G-pl es of the f ar right. D0esn't 

the Klu- Klux Klan~~Jn an~ 2ny of th~s e ot~?rs ~,~o w0u ld deny indi vidu a l 

free doms o~ the b □ sis of 1 .• or r e , 1g10n , or .. a tional origin, are the y 

not i n reality aJ~0cates of gcvern~ent control ? Do they not properly 

belo ng over in t hat cl assificat icn wit h the se peo2le who would carry extremism 

to the point of excess contro l. 

Now let's carry conservit is rn to tbe ~oint o f extremi sm . Since the 

cons e rvative ~eliev2s in the individual freeicm , and the limit ed power of 

gov~rn~9nt carri ed to extremis m th i s \-;ou ld_ .90 through r.:ore and more laiss::::z-

f ... ; . . ·. l . . · 1 ' a1rc, uit 1~a te y co no aw ana o r d2r a~d t~ us ext rE~ is m on that side wou ld 

be 2r,13rc:-:y. Now this l12rd]y f;t.s our v~r/ c c 1T f0rt.:ib}~ clicncs abcut th-= 

ri~ht wing and th e left win9 or even the middle cf the road. Is there a l ef t or 

'~ r i ght? \,/el l, it rr:akes rr·ore s ense to s:;y no , th~re isn't. There 's only 

an LI !) or dc-1m . Up to t:ie ultimzite in i nd; vic i.;J l frzeccrr consistent with 

la•,1 and o rce r or dc·,-;n to tl-:2 ant r:<.:<'.":;.) of total ;-2;-ianisrn , and no rr..:;tter hc·,1 

noble or hL ~ane the mctiv~ s tho~e who wou ld tr ade fr fe~c~ for sore f ~ncy 

rfi3te ri a l s ecurity arE e,,b2rked on that do-.-; n·.·. 2rd course . Mc·,-1 the four.di ng 
I , 

subscribe to a 

4 . 
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by peo~la who ha~ scrn e extra spark of courage, and so~e ex tra love 

of fre ecle:n , ;:,nl'.l t:-. :: ,1 brc,:.19ht tog,~ i:h ,~r a little bzind of founding fathers 

seen th ei r I ike be fo :2 o r sin ~2 . 

Themas J eiferson , prior to wri tin g th~ D~claration of lnd~p~ndence, 

spoke so~e word~ t h3t a re new inscrib2d i n the base of J efferson He~ori a l. 

' 'The God ~-1ho snve us life, geve us lib e r t y.'' Can the liberties of a 

nation be·s~c~r2 wh2n ~e hJv~ r~~ov ~d a convic tion that these liberties 

are th~ ~ift of God? The d~clJrati o~ th~y sign~d W3 S unequi vcc able 

in its ass ~rtion t r.LJ{ every man h~d inz l iable righ ts to life, liberty and 

the ·fr eedcm of cho ice they ~eci d~d conf~rred U?On him at birth by the 

crea t or, but whe ther you choose ta so a lo~g with th ! divine conce) t or not, 

· It~\~t\ftiJ l i h6--=s:;~_ ;~-- ;{:.i fiTI0::0 ur{t_//-~~iL)_f-. 'tr-a_t .. c~ci·~·~ai ion th~ t rna~ ls . ~. 
rights .,.,ere his by birth, and t hen they ,:;1 1J9,,2nted this by dr :;'.]'11 ing up 

the U. S. Const itution and the Bi 11 of Rights. Sev2nty ysa rs later, 

Engla nd 's Rord Acton, ths sa~e lord Acton tha t said t h~t pcw~r corru?tS, 

and absolute po1;er corru pts absolut e ly_ >1ould say of t heir effort that th ey 

had solved with astonishing ~nd u~2x~~? l ed success two probl em s which here-

tofore baffl2d the c apacit y of t~e most enl igh ten~d nation3. they had ~ 

contrived a system of · f ederill gov~rn~2nt which prod i gi ousl y increas ed n~tional 

po•.-;er er,d y.et re spect ed lo ::::a l l ib~rties ar,d ::::utrcriti e s and th -:::y h,;;:d f0u r.de d 

it on th2 pri~cipl e s of equ~ l ity with cut surrerd a rin g Securi ti e s for 

prcperti~s and fre edc~. 

2 ~ C U_t 

th e p :·c~·I i:; ) :..::; i n-:.t c.~ .,.;2 ;nt h,..:; Ii ~ ti c :1:; 1 p\ ... 1~r , :J~t l i: ~·1i ;: ~, i-.\... : :~ 
I 

I 
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:= ' · o +1'r:r! a no' L " ld 'e n -, ... J I L J J....: , I I i '-' <; a 1ittl e co nce rned ~ i . 

New m.:ij or i ty 

it's c ont roll~d by a se t of groun d r ul~ s . G Tne hi gh soundi ng p hr a ses 

'
1o ne · f"i1 ;Jn one v0 te1 1 or t(:~ risr~at\;:5t 3c-~;- ,j f or th ~ s; ~n t es-t nl!ri:be r 1

' 1 high 

th~ ?~cple p l us on~ 

a nd this ~•11 t t.~ut t he g roun d rul e s , i s r. cthin9 r:o, e th.:m r.:o:i n.i l e . 

No'// t hi:; i s th2 un i ·.:;u 2 he rit t ge th ,J t h as cc,~~ to " a: h o,1e of u.s, Bnd 

. ._ .- .--.... . ~ .. ;: . . - :·-.·· s CQ..:r cw ( i' l Cne 1 s 

11 m sp e~ king a r e i n s ~o ft our una li en~~l e GcJ gi,e n ri ght s , may not 

be s ubm itt ed t o a vote . The very pu,p~s 2 of the Si tl o f Ri ght s wa s 

to f o r~ver pu t th -::n b-~yond tn 2 r £2c h of ri,aj ority rule. No,,, in o t he r 

cou nt r ie s , even in t ha Scv ie t Un 1on , t he re are cons titution3, and sc~e-

ti ~es i t wou ld s ~cm th~y a re very si~ i l ~r to ours i n t he gua r an t ee3 t~ey 

give to th e peopl e , an ~ so you 're in c l in 2d t o s ay , w! ll ~h e re i n 1 i ~s t h~ 

but at th ~ s a~e ti ~~ it ' s so grea t i t cel l s t h~ ent ir e s t o ry. I n a 11 

I 

th i s b0 r n wit h :h i; r i sht n.,d 
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only give to tr e ;ov.::::rr: .. :cn t t. .e pc-, ;~;-s tr .H we posess as individuals . 

the J bi !i t y of th e people to cont rol 

• . .. I . . J u o 1 c 1 a i :1 t::: r p r] ~ (! :: 1 0 :'1 • Lc~~ 11 f ~Jo~ , J fo rr~r ant i-tru s t law enforceme nt 

office r h-:1 :; ,...,· rit t~n in his bcok the L-::n; !.izi;e of <lesent. In this country 

c ne s ea s a grcwin3 ac cept~nce of the t hesis t~at the violation of the 

and th ~refore c ~n ~e punished without due preces s. 

Tod,3y t he s.:.arci, cf hcr::-=-s , See \ in9 a susp-2ct for mur.ee r would still 

r~ qui r e e s~arch ½2r r 2~t , but this nJ lc~g2 r troLbl~s thefed e ral gover n~en t 

_ :~:.~~}{t\."~ i_:;\ -~ ~i:.~::3 
__ ~t3 __ t_->~ ~~ -i ~\9\_5c~~~t ~C~:-,} i n _g¼'~e_rni:.~it _i- e ;u la .~ r o~s · : 

Tf;·~e--·--goVi,~;i~nf ~9~rits c2n ccf';;~ in yr ! t ~c1..1t ~,,.;-:h .a \rf-::rrant , and can m~~k-= 

a s ea rch, ~~n impose a fin e without a forffia l h~aring. They can i~pr\ son 

farme rs and sell f ar~s at auction f o r violation of govern~ent reg ul ations . 

Th~ f ede ral gove r ~r~n t cc~~2 ~2s with privately c~ned business. It uses !. he 

haras3 ing p~~e r o f in tern3 J r2 veru~ s 2rv ice, t h~ anti - trust l 2~s and• 

ac tually t~a with~o l di~g or gran t ing of d2fcn s~ spc~di ng to puni sh 

bu sines s~en for ra ising pr icA ~ to w2cc increased cost of produc tion. T~x 2-

ccn3titution p rovicl ~s , to co,1t,0l t ,_ 0 

, ! .... e c e:ncmy • to b2 

in t n2 
I 

r,·2rk2.t p l ~y . i l tt k 



i :::d ividu.ll s~curity, end 

I 

I le!!::n ed in coll ·2?3e ;i 1-~~,:;on :. t::~~ di tl:1 1 ~ i1 '"~l? r.--~ ~: a ll in EDJ1 ·.: ►J1l~ but 

Cn l:i.forn:l.n, 

:~ ·;:; ; e:.+~p ... r~ :)nil1i:13 l ::'_j3 'to !::~ t4.· .. -:"'/.~.\3Jn t 
-------··-···--~ --------- ·---- -----------··· ........ . 

. . . 
: t i 1.. l 

. . . 
d .~~:.:.~- ~ : .J t r) .:1 
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I 

f 
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