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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 9, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell 
I I 

SUBJECT: Education Daily Quotes Senator Dole on 
Tuition Tax Credits 

Members of the tuition tax credit coalition have t hi s 
news item from Education Daily which, they point out, 
indicates much less than enthusiasm from Senator Dole 
for tuition tax credits. 

MCB:jet 

cc: Ken Duberstein 

Enclosure a/s 
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) ~ D -;-::,. ::::r ?-::-'~"i ;.-:-.·i-.E ITS MC:. TH IS, JOhtS SAYS 

(

The president's 1985 budget is likely to include init iat i ves to implemen t 
• 0 '11l e of the 

recomr.ien dations for education reform put forth y the National Commission on ! xcel-
lence in Education, Education Department odenecretary Ga ry Jones 1sid yesterday . ·1 

\ 

&
One initiative might b i::ione\' to help t a t es and school districts .implemen~~ \ 
~~ter t ea cher)plans on es sad adding that in no way ""'°uld the federa~ l 
==rn"e~ictate the type of teacher rogr_am a achool should use. f . . \ ... . 
Money also might be included in President Reagan'e budge t request[to provide incen­
tives for bright studentsJto choose teaching as a career and to upg r ade adu lt and 
vocational education. _Jones told a Washington, D.C., meeting of Federal Progra,r c~ .f· 
ordin.;1tors of the Natfonal School Boards Associat!on. ., 

.Jon ¼w *ould not provide any further details on the forthcom1ng budget proposal, ut 
he e_aid, "We' r e tr;ring to be sens itive in .a fiscal as ve ll As a progr l:l1:ltnati c sena e• 
to the need for education refonn. 

Jones hinted tha t the Chapter 2 block grant migh t figure in a reform pack.age. '"That 
money could fun d a ny of the r e forms in the r eport • oft e nationa l c o~ ssion, ones 
said. "That's how much latitude you ave. I can't say any ore tan that.• -RW 

/ FLOOR ACTION ON TUITION TAX CREDITS IMMINENT, DOLE SAYS 

Pre sident Reagan has won a commitment from Senate leaders t o bring his tuit on tax 
credit bill to the chamber's floor within the next month, says Senate Finance 
Ccmn5ttee Chairman Robert Dole, R-Kan. 

Reogan three weeks ago asked Dole and Senate Ma jority Leade r HO\o'ard ake r to make 
sure the Senate considers tuition tax credits before Congress adjourns Nov . 18 , 
Dole yesterday told the Mid-Urban Superint endent s Association in Arlington. Va. 
Dole sponsored the administration's tuition tax credit bill, S. 528, that would 
gi~e parents a $300 true credit to offset the costs of_private s~hool tuition. 

d Reagan called me and Howard up and said. 'Boys, you're go i-ng to bring t 11 
n't you?'" Dole recounted. •And I said, 'Oh yeah. we can hardly wai t.,. , -

•~e 're going to bring it up. We promised the president. Whet er 
to succeed in my view is doub e told t e superint eo e~ 

The president "indicated" he would like the tuition tax credit ~asure tacked on to 
a math and science bill, s. 1285j which is due for a Senate vote soon, Dole a id . 

[The sen~tor said he didn't favor the i ea but he did not redict whether the r es i­
de nt would ge t his way. 

Although the Senate Finance Committee in May approve d the administration's t ition 
tax credit plan with virtually no changes , t he aeasure is likely to be amened 
when it comes to the floor, according to Dole (ED, '>BY 25). 

•we're not going to pass tuition tax credits in the enate unless we 8dd an amendmen t 
to pay for it," he said. Tuition ta.x credits would cost the U.S . Treasury an es ti­
mated $763 million in lost revenues annually, according t o the aeministration . 

Dole said the tuition tax credit bill had little chance of becoming l aw this year, 
because "there's no interest on the House ide.• And, on the Senate !de, •As aooo 
as we bring it up, ~e 're going to h ave a filibuster.• -~JB 



.MEMORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 10, 1983 

FAITH WHITTLESEY 

Jack Courtemanche 
<. / 1' 

Morton C. Blackwell /1/ \ 

Central American Outreach Meeting in 
December 

I suggest we cancel the Outreach Meeting for Wednesday, 
December 23th. Coming as it does between the Christmas 
and New .Year holiday, the size of our audience would be 
so diminished that it would not be a productive use of 
our resources to hold the meeting. 

MCB:jet 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 10, 1983 

MEMORAN DUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH : Jack Courtemanche 

FROM : Morton C. Blackwell~ 

SUBJECT : Proposed Memorandum to Ken Duberstein 

Attached is a memorandum for your consideration . 

MCB:jet 

1 Attachment a/s 
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.. 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM TO KENNETH DUBERSTEIN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Faith Whittlesey 

Tuition Tax Credits 

Be cau se the President is openly pledged t o a " ful l court 
p r ess" on tuition tax credits, I would apprec i ate your 
getting to me as soon as po ssible a l ist o f how your 
o f fi c e has found each Se nator i s likely to vote on cloture 
of the expected filibuster and on final passage. The lis t 
of friends, foes, and uncommitte d would be useful to me 
in planning my efforts. 

There are other Administration o f fici a ls who want to help. 
For instance, Secretary Donovan has offered to call some 
of his friends in the Senate. I am s u re Ciaig Fuller will 
be able to coordinate help on this bill from a wi de range 
of other Presidential appointees. 

Just your making a determined survey of each Senator's 
position on cloture and final passage will help mu t e the 
complaints of tuition tax credit supporting groups who 
tell us frequently that Senators' offices tell t he m there 
is little or no direct communication from the Wh i te Hous e 
on this. 

FRW:mcb-j 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 11, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: DODIE LIVINGSTON 
/ 

FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL ;fl;} .. 
SUBJECT: Timeliness in Presidential Message Requests 

Thank you for providing the Presidential message of October 27th 
regarding a pe tition for school prayer. I greatly a ppreciate 
your prompt, resourceful assistance on such short notice . 

I am sorry for the lateness of that request ; it will not happen 
again. My small staff was s~amped with work relate d to the 
Central America Outreach ·working Group, of which I am projec t 
officer. 

MCB:mmk 



MEMO RAND UM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 28, 1983 

MORTON BLACKWE~ 

DODIE LIVINGSTON V 
Timeliness in Presidential 
Message Requests 

With all due respect for the many demands on your time, 
I would like to remind you that wherever possible, 
requests for Presidential messages need to be made in a 
timely manner. 

"Timely manner" is a week to ten days notice under normal 
circumstances, but even a few hours would help. 

My office has managed to handle all sorts of crises and 
emergencies over the past nearly three years -- many of 
them involving your office. We've been glad to do it 
because that's our job. 

However, it does put us in quite a bind, unnecessarily, 
when your office has had information about a message 
request since the previous day but doesn't pass it onto us 
until 6 p. m. of the day it is needed. 

The message which Jack managed to rush out for you last 
night required the following: 

1. Taking Steve Galebach away from a speech he was to 
give momentarily to review by phone the draft Jack had 
prepared. 

2. Pulling Pete Rusthoven off a crash project he was 
working on for the other clearance we needed. 

Fortunately, both Steve and Pete have worked with us a 
great deal, have good rapport with our office, and could be 
helpful immediately. 

In both cases, though, these disturbances could and should 
have been avoided. 

In the future, I would appreciate more timely notice when 
possible. 

When it isn't, of course, we all will just have to do the 
best we can. 
Many thanks for your attention to this matter. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 11, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell /J/!1-
SUBJECT: Outreach Meeting, Wednesday, November 16th 

Due to scheduling conflicts, General Vessey will not be 
able to be with us on Wednesday, November 16th. In checking 
with his office to discuss Eden Pastore appearing on the 
same program with him, we found they were preparing to call 
us to reschedule the time of his appearance. 

Inasmuch as Eden Pastore will be leaving the country early 
the morning of the 17th, November 16th will be the only 
time that we will be able to have him as our speaker. 

With the concurrence of General Vessey's office, we will 
reschedule General Vessey for either December 21st or 
shortly after the first of the year. (If General Vessey 
does not take leave at the Christmas period, he will be 
our speaker on December 21st; otherwise, we will reschedule 
him possibly for January 4th.) 

MCB: jet 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGT ON 

November 14, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH : 

FROM : 

Jack Courtemanche 

Morton C. Blackwell~ 

SUBJECT: Addition t o White House State Dinner List 

Major General J. Milnor Roberts , USA (Ret .) (Virginia - "Ginge r") 
Executive Director 
Reserve Officers Associa t i on of the United States 
#1 Constitution Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

(202) 479-2200 

i'1CB : jet 

3133 South 14th Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22204 
(703) 920-0074 

General Roberts i s the strongest supporter 
of the President among the heavy weight 
leaders of Veterans Organizations. Whe the r 
the issue is economic or defense related , 
Roberts has usually been the first ve t e r an s 
leader to allocate the resource s of hi s 
organization in supporting t he President 's 
policies. 



MEMORANDUM 

To: Joyce 
Will 
Mark 

From: Morton 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 14, 1983 

Re: Morning Arrivals 

Faith has set our hours to begin at 8:30 AM. This morning 
I arrived at 8:20, Will at 9:05, Joyce at 9:10, and Mark 
after 9:15. 

For 45 minutes I sat here fielding phone calls which anyone 
could have handled. 

We have too much to do to start the day late. Staying late 
is no substitute for timely arrival. If for some reason 
8:30 is impossible for you, please let me know. Otherwise, 
please be here at 8:30. 

Further, it is clear that we are spending too much time on 
single telephone calls. Each of us, myself included, must 
make a major effort to make each call as brief as possible, 
consistant with court Psy . 



L 

i·1EMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 15, 1983 

DODIE LIVI NGSTON 
•• ) I ) 

. Morton C. Blackwell /h• 

National Day of Prayer 1984 

The leaders of the groups which o r ganized the n a tional ob s erv­
ances of the Day of Prayer for the l a st three ye a r s have 
urgently requested that the Pre side nt issue h is Proclamation 
f or the Day of Prayer, 1984 as soon as possible. 

They would like to have the date picked this month, November , 
1983 . . They prefer the date picked to be in ~ay, 1984,consiste nt 
with recent years . 

Virtually all of the groups involved in observances of the 
Day of Prayer are supportive of various other Presidential 
initiatives such as the School Prayer Amendment and the 
tuition tax credits . I think it would be very helpful if 
we could issue this month the proclamation for next year. 
Is that possible? 

MCB:jet 

cc: Faith Whittlesey 



T H E WHI T E HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

Nove mber 15, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN \vHITTLESEY 

THROUGH : Jack Courtemanche 

FROM : Morton C. Blackwell~ 

SUBJECT: Veteran Groups Cooperation Respecting ERA 

Both the VFW and the American Legion have weighed i n against 
Tip O'Neill's effort to force a closed rule on the ERA . 
The Veterans insist that any Equal Rights Amendment must be 
amended to make clear that it would not apply to fo r cing 
women into combat situations nor could it be used t o attack 
veterans benefits on the grounds that men benefit more than 
women. 

The VFW has written to the entire House of Representatives. 
The American Legion wrote to the entire House Judici ary 
Committee. 

MCB:jet 



THE W HIT E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 16, 1983 

ME:110RANDUM TO: FAITH WHI TTLESEY 

THROUGH : Jack Courtemanche 

FRO.M: Morton C. Blackwell 

SUBJECT : ~eeting of the Outreach Working Group 
Monday , November 14, 1983 

Enclosed are items which you had earlier requested f r om 
various participants in the Outreach Working Gr oup as well 
as a copy of the Agenda from the Monday mee ting: 

ATTACHMENT A: Chart of OPL-arranged Speaking engagements 
for October and November. (Prepared by 
Dolf Droge ) 

ATTACHMENT B: Listing of Proposed White House Digests 
set in priority order established at the 
Outreach Working Group meeting of 10/31/83 . 
(It is my understanding that you wanted to 
review/reassess the priority listing. The 
document was prepared by my office.) 

ATTACHMENT C: Bibliography of Publications on Central 
America . (Prepared by my office . ) 

ATTACHMENT D: "Amended Public Briefing Schedule and 
Listing of Special Briefings and Other 
Special Events" from the Department of 
State's Office of Public Affairs . 

ATTACHMENT E: A paper , "U.S. Economic Assistance to 
Grenada" prepared by AID . h1e have been 
informed today that AID has alrea dy pre­
pared an update of this information; 
therefore, we should hold distribution of 
this material until we receive the update d 
information from AID. 

Finally , the information wh ich was used in your talking points 
for today 's Outreach Meeting regarding Central American init i atives 
in various state legislatures/states was provided by J ayne Plank, 
Director of Intergovernmenta l Affairs, Department of State who 
also briefed us on the progress regarding the special b ri e fi ng s 
for State Legislators. 

MCB : jet 

Attachments a/s 



THE \Vrl l TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 16, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: DODIE LIVINGSTON 

FROM : Morton C. Blackwe ll 

SUBJECT : Request for a Greeting 

Attached are a letter to me from the Moral ~ajo~ity and a 
draft they have provided for a Presidential message to the 
Goodman s who have been very helpful i n the President's 
effort to restore vo luntary s choo l p~ayer. 

I wou ld appreciate you sending a ma ilgram along the lines 
they have requested. 

MCB:jet 

Attachments a/s 

( 



--;S9 ~ :.. Ca~~;~ol Srreet 
S u1t{, 101 

\\'ash> s·r:1, DC 20003 
<202 · --tS--i- ~5 i 1 

:•brton Blackwell 

THE 1•10RAL MAJOP.I f\' , L "C . 

November 16, 1983 

Sp2ciul Assistant to the President 
Old Lxecuti\·e O:fice Building 
\{n:.. t.2 House 
'i"iT2sl-:.inc:_rton, D.C. 20005 

D=ar I-brcon, 

Pt:.rsl:ar.t to our telephone conversation I have prepared a sa.t1ple mail-9ra.'-:l 

to ~ se11t t o Howard and Vestle Goodman frcm the President . 

Sun0ay, Nov . 20 , marks the 25th anniversary of the Goodman family's si.'"1ging 

and <:_r(, .:;pel r,u..ni_stry . A celebration is being planned on their behalf for this 

date by Life Temple Church , G67 Park Ave . , I1adisonville , Kentucky 42431. The 

11am2 o:E this event is called "Pastors Appreciation Day." The coordinator for 

this event is Vickey Meadows . All corrmunications regarding tl:.is eve."lt should 

be s2.nt to lier home address, which is : :>271 Rosemont Dr . , .Madisonville, Ky . 42431. 

Howard and Vestle 

the Sc~·1ool Prayer 

prayer ane11dment . 

Goodman j_p Sept.,+1982, sang and asststed in M.C. duties for 
c..t -f~ ~•d • H<>u + Co.l/'1-0, 

rally which was held in support o the Presio.er.t's scho:)l 
~ 

Ah.er the School Prayer Gay festivities were ove r I found 

out ·Lat the Goodman ' s had cancelled a very large concert in order to do the 

prc:xJra:-.. ai: t11e capitol. They willingly sacrificed their ti,-ne a.'"1d rroney in 

orde:: to GSsist the President on this matter. 

Vestle Goocir.1a11 has been given on three seperate occasions by the Gospel Music 

sociaticm the "Ferrale Vocalist of the Year " av.-ard. The C..c:-od:-an ' s raue tra rel ed 

liter~lly around the world singing gospel music, while at the same ti.-ne , r.ainta:L'"1i..'1g 

a thriving church in Madisonville, Kentucky . Howard Goodman serves as t1 e 

pastor of Life Tanple Church. Thanks for your assi~tance . 

-~erely 
0 A,,-? ------­
./'--'-""'./ '\... 

Roy ~ - Jones 
NAT!OI\AL CAPITOL OFFICE• JERRY FAL\rELL, PR!::SID!:l\T 
305 s:XTH ST~EcT • LYNCHRL'RG, \'A :~so.;• ,S04) 5_5 ".')00 



• 

I:ec.r rirn..-ard and Vestle , 

I v.Duld like to take this opj_.X)rtuni ty to ccI1mend you for your outs tan ing 

se.!._vice to this country , your comnw1ity and our lord. 

I 3-71 very sorry that Naricy and I ca'1!1ot attend the "Pastor Appreciation 

Dax" 0~rvice:,; at Life '::e.-nple Church this Sunday. However, 1 do appreciate 

tl1c 2..> years of service thc.t t...'le Goodman family has i.rw~st.ed to insure 

t:-;.at tl1i.s nation remains , "One nation under God . " 

·rxrr singing and preaching ministry have ble ssed the l ives of thouS?_"""lds of 

.~.iericans nationwide . I t½an."k God for ministers like yourself who are ¼'illing 

to take a stand on the vital issues facing us today . 

. l3.y God continue to bless your efforts as you minister to the needs of a 

nation . 

?resident Ronald Reagan 



T H E WH IT E HOUS E 

WA SH ING T ON 

No vembe r 17, 1 98 3 

ME~ORANDUM TO: DODIE LI VINGSTON 

FROM: Mo r ton C. Blac k well' ,:, 

SUBJECT: Dedi cation of Churc h Sate l lite Ne t work 

Attached is a letter from ~ichael Ellison of the As semblies 
of God Church req uesting a Presidential me ssage o n t he 
occa sion of the d e dication of t heir new c hurch satel l i t e 
ne twork. 

They are about to commence r e gular, live satellite broad­
casts to Assemblies of God Churches on a regular basis. This 
system will ini t ially be operational in only a t hous and 
churches, with the potential of growing to all 10,000 
Assemblies of God Churches . 

Assemblies of God is the fastest growing of the large evan­
gelical groups. The head of the deno~ination, Dr. Thoma s 
Zimme r man.has repeatedly met with the President and is a 
strong supporter of Presidential initiativ es such as t h e 
Grenadian rescue, tuition tax credits, and school prayer. 
Zimmerman is personally also close to former Secretary Watt, 
a member of the Assemblies of God. 

I h ave attached a letter from Ellison, a folder a bout t he 
church satellite network and my dra f t of a mes sag e wh i c h 
s hould be sent to Dr. Zimme r man in care of: 

Church Satellite Network 
Post Office Box 15000 
Phoenix, Ari zona 85060 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

:-:CB : jet 

_:;t tachments 
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TH E WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHIN G TON 

November 17, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. Donald M. Anderson, 
Director 

FROM: 

SUBJECT : 

Office of Chinese Affairs 
Department of State 
Room #4318 
2201 C Street 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Morton C. Blackwell· , . 

Pending Execution of Christian Leaders 

Attached is an urgent letter I received from Mr. Jeffrey A. 
Collins, Executive Director of Christian Response Inter­
national . 

This is an organization highly respected in the United States ' 
Christian community. They have reason to believe that Mr. Chun 
Chul Pai and his son are likely to be executed within the 
next few days, apparently because they have conducted un­
licensed Christian religious services from their home. 

It is very unusual for this organization to ask for White 
House assistance . I would appreciate you providing me with 
a suggested response to Mr. Collins' letter as soon as possible. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. 

:-1CB:jet 

1 Attachment a/s 



C RISTIA RE 

17 November 1983 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washic1gton, DC 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

SE INTERNATIONAL Box 1712, Rockville Marylana 20850 I USA 
Telephone: (301) 984-9707 
Offices· Su ite N-602. 12000 Old Georgetown Rd 
Rockville , Maryland 20850 

Please find attached the information about which I spoke to your 
secretary yesterday . 

It is most urgent that concern be expressed by the White House to 
Ambassador Chang Wenjin of the Peoples' Republic of China. It is 
quite likely that Mr. Chun Chul Pai and his son will be executed 
within the next few days if the Chinese are not sufficiently forwarned . 

Mr. Pai and his family have the respect of many organizations (eg : 
The National Association of Evangelicals, Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship, etc.) 

Thank you for your time in this matter. 

JAC: se 
Enclosures 

I ,. - - . 
' 
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Chri~tian Response International 
Box 1712, Rockville, MD 20850 

- C- O-~-F -~- D- E- N-T-I-A -L- (N a mes not t () t1e r•ul2Jshed ) 

China Fact Sheet 

-- ln Au .ust o: 1983 Mr. Chun Cnul Pai of Sh ang t1a.J. a r d 0n e of . s 
~so s - P ~e arres ed . The exact cha rge is unknown , but ne has een 
v e !:" y a Ct 1v e l n - t. he E. Vang e l i Ca ] Ch r i st i an m O Ve rnen t a n d a k e y Bib l e 
d1str1buto r. Some sources from insi de China sa_y Mr. Pa1_'_s_ [amily 
r1ave bee_n _told that . n execution date has been S t! t for Mr. Pai 
a~d h i s son. ' When Mr . Pai , in his 60 s, was arrested , his house 
was sea rched and many books, tapes and Bib]es were confiscated . 
Mr . Pai ha s a brother living in Orego n. Mr . Pai is a Chinese 
citizen of Korean descent . 
--The Washington Post (October 13, 1983) reports, three million "radicals " 
have been targeted by the government in the "pu rification " campaign . 
--A Christian organization called Open Doors with Brother Andrew 
reports, the Chinese government has set execution quotas for each province. 
--The New China News Agency (a Chinese government outlet) reports 
that in September, the Chinese government executed at least two Christian s 
(Ho Yan-kit and Lam Zha-wing)--these executions have been 
confirmed by independent sources, Mr. Ho's father and the U.S. 
State Department . The two were accused of spying for Taiwan. 
Taiwan concurred, saying they were spies. However, family and 
friends of ttie two say they were only working as Bible couriers. 
- -An American Christian visiting China say s he saw people on their way to be 
executed--45 truckloads . 
--According to Open Doors , Anthony P. Lambert of Christian 
Communica tions Ltd ., and an independent source the following ha ve 
been arrested: all pastors of the "Shouters" church; at 
least 100 Christians in the Henan Province; 30 home church leaders in central 
China; more t han 10 home church leaders in Shanghai; a numbe r of Christians 
in the Sha a nxi Province; and othe r evangelica]s across the nation . 
--Only a few churches approved and contro]]ed by he government enjoy a 
degree of freedom, while thousands of home chuiches which seek to 
L>e free of government cont rol face increasJ11g harassment and oppression . 
--H ome churches have bee n declared i]legal and closed in some areas . 
--All large home churches in Canton have been c]osed . 
--Home church leaders in central China now war n friends not to 

-Communicate with the m by letter; they, too , fear being ar re sted . 
--Wh en µurchasing a Bible-- the few which may be purchased- - the 
buyer must leave his name and address. Past Lreatment of 
Chr i stians in China makes people extremely reluclent to give the 
government their names a nd be openly id e nlifil:'d in tl,is manner. 

For mo1e iritor111ation contac t: 
Co] 1 i n s c:1 t Ch r i s L i a n I, es po n ~ c 

Steve n H. J. c1.,_·su11 or Jeffrey /\. 
1 n l e r n a t i or, a 1 _l O 1 - 'l H ,; - 9 7 0 7 . 

' \ 



--------~~ 
A[ter September 2nd, immediately after the NPC meeting 

was over , more arrests were made in both the cities and in 
the countryside. 80,1100 are supposed to be arrested and up 
to 5,000 will be executed. Some su9pect that quotas are 
giv e n to each province or city for the number to be 
executed. Since early Sept., )) have been executed In 
Shanghai; JQ-40 1n Tianjin; l ◄ in Guangzhou, 5 In Zhanjiang, 
6 in Zhuhai and 5 in Shantou (these latter three are In 
Guan g dong Pr o v I n c e) ; l 6 in Fu j I a n , 6 I n II a t b I n; 4 2 I n X i an , 
45 1n Zhengzhou, llenan; and 61 in C hongqing, Sichuan. A 
larger number of prisoners are b e ing sent to Qinghai, 
Xinj1ang and HcilongJiang provinc e s for la bo r reform. Most 
of those exe c uted were .J c cusrd oC murder, rape and robbery. 
But two were exe c ut e d In Guangzhou on September 5th on 
charges of epy1ng Cor Taiwan. ThiG anti - crime campaign 
began In early Au')ust and will pr o bably last (or three 
ye a r s ' , co i n c i d i n q w i t h the t h re e ye a r po 1 I t i ca l 
recti(ication campaign whi c h c om men c e~ f o llowing the 6th NPC 
In June this year. 

The combined effe c t s o ( the above two campaigns are 
already having a severe negative effe c t on Christian 
activities in China. Con c urrently with lhe anti-criminal 
arr ests, l e ader s of the ~lltncs s LI sect are being 
systematically arrested all over China. M~ny itinerant and 
house church pastors that do not c ooperate with the new 
Three-Se 1 ( Pa tr lot i c Mo ·,rmont' 11 "three des lgna tes" pol Icy 
have been arrested sinc e July, 198) (Three-designates: 
place, pastoral personnel, and parish s phere.) But the 
arcests have l ncrc11,cd s In c e llugu o t. On August 8th, a 
Korean hou se church le11dcr In Sh11ngh11i 1 Hr. Bel was 
arrested. Other house c hurch lc11ders report that their 
houses have been scacched. 

In light of thrse devclopmrnt1, it would be 11dvl1able 
for foreign and Hong Kong Christians to ulow down or to 
suspend their contact with (ellow brlirvrrs In China !or the 
next two month s. The initial wove o! arrests and executions 
will probably not be over until •nrly Novemhcr. ltowever, it 
is I ikely that a sec ond wave wl 11 ( o l low I! the government 
is not satisfied thal lhc (irqt i s 11 d rqu11te . 

Category 1 5 on "organlzinq roa c tion n ry groupc" and 
" using feudalistic superstitions to en g a g e In anti­
revolutionary activities" can be applied t o ev e ry lype of 
Christian, especially evangelistic, n c tivltlr • outside the 
official church, the TSPM. 1111 Dible s uppl y wor k, I t inerant 
pre<!lching, and house church meetings can br , 1111d oflf'n arc, 
beinq interpreted as antl-revolution ,,ry ,1ctlvltif' s . 
Therefore, Christians outside ought to E!.!Y ~ ~ rnt .J...l 
(or believers and housl' church leaders in C"hin11, es pe1· l"i,iJy 
those already arrested, during this time of ha s ty and !acllc 
"Justice". Pray al s o that the gov .. rn me nt mi ght 100n put an 
end to this type of mass executions. (JC) 

J

. °'"""' Chon.I, R°""",f, c:,,:,\ 
' . . 
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A weekly service of the C h11wse C hurc h Re ~eat ch Ce nt e r 
!or Christian le~der s , r esr 111 che r s , and th e mpd1 ~. 
Citations may be madr lf th e r.ou r c c i s in d i catl'd. 
Compiled by Jonathan C h ao a nd R i c hard van tt outrn. 

09 ◄, Recent S~edy txecutlon s i n C hina 

Since early August, la r oe n u mb ecs of cri m in als and 
suspects have been arr este d i n mos t citi es i n China. 
Acc_ording to~ Pa o , a tt on<; r.on •J da il)· , d uring /\ u•;ust l-e, 
1983, 3,000 were arres t ed in 8 ei J in g, 5 ,00 0 in S h ,rn-,1ia 1, a nd 
6,000 in Tianjin. The tot a l n u mber o f arrest s during August 
and September is pr o babl y b e yo n d t<'ll thousand f n 1 Pach of 
the lar ger cities . 

The first executions o( th e cu rrent anti-crime ra~ pa ig n 
took place in Reijing on ll ug u st 2) , 198 ), when )l• c ri mi nal • 
were shot before an aud1encr o f l00,00 ~ spectat o r s ~h o wP1e 
bused to the execution si ti' . S ub sPque nt news re vealed t hat 
executions took place in many ci ti es s o on ther e aft er. 

Two days later, on Au g u s t 25 th, th e Second Plenar y Ses s i o n 
o( the Sixth National Pe o pl e ' s Co n g r Pss (NPC) ml't 1n Aei Jir1~ 
11nd met for nine days endinq on SPpt. 2nd . The NPC d i sc u ssed 
<!Ind acted on two matte1 s. f11s t , i t a uthorized thl• ne .., Jr 
formed National Securit y Mi n i s tr y (NS M) ~ ·f;... ·:r/f..-H t o 
investi~atc, retain, int c r1 og(1 tro ,,nc a rre s t suspec t s undc, 
its jurisdiction. The NS M w~•- ~ utho r J >Pd t o tal< e ov er t'H' 
responsib1l1ty of 1nve s ti g a l1 n g rsµ 1c, n dg C su5pects, a n ~ r e d 
of work that forme r ly bel o nqed to the Public Securi ty Dur e au 
GonganJu ( 1~ :iJ. _f.J _ I. Th,.. s e cc ntl matter was pass 1n u ~ 
resolution ,"c oiccrrlinti IIH' lm~l ,.nrll!r, t;,ti<'n ,,r q .. ,,,1t· 
punfshni e n t s 6 n crim in1l <'lrmM1ts I hat srr 10,,sly h,,rm It·, 
peece ot the s oci e t y .. '; Th i s t1""1, oltition a.u t hor11eC l~c-al 
courts to mete out puni s h me n t'i , 1r,c l u<! 1 ng de.1tt1 ;cnu!t)· , 
beyond the limits set in t he c r 1rnnc1 l code .. Si> catrgo, res 
o! crimes "'ere l1stec : (IJ o r1 g;:,n1zr-d crime o r he a ds cf s"ch 
organizations; (2) 1n [J i c ti 119 pi, )' ~ i cal harm on othe r s such 
as rape, ascault, battery or mu r CPt cast's , o r Jn an y 1,,,,/Jy 

harming law officers; I )) kid napring ca s e s; ( 4) i!l l"Jal 
manu!.'1cture, sale, theft or Lr d 11 5po rtin y o( fi1 <-atms; 1~,, 
o r g an i 7 i n g--~ r c, a c t i on a r ;' '1 r o lt r , ,:, t en ° :i i n" n a n t i 

revolut iona ry ,,ct1v1LiP'• ll"ln'J t, udal liiol I sup• r:.tJtior "· 
and 16) e nticing, r e tn1niri •J o r ( 01c 1ng ~·nn,c,n to ""'Jdge 1n 

prostit utio n. In the 5e ca tr go r1 ,,s, ur to f ive years of 
illl p r isonment 1s q1ve n ( o r li g ht o ff encrs , a nd the rrore 
s erjous case !> get l if e i mpri so n ment o r d ea t h . 

----· ui-;• \• L ! •i J'l t ': :ti..f • p.,.,, Ju'".,tlf~" (1"'1..-. ( • · ' 
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Tinm,day, October l :{, 198:~ 

C nese 
• ass ve 

' 

naugura e 1
/t\t thl' oppus1te ideological pole e,;ting ,met re-rrg 1~Lcring its lllt'lll 

wa~ar<i cadres smitten hy the .ers- subjecl to supervision hy th 
rr~Js1ve mflue_nce" of China's 't•xt. highrr party organi1,1.t ion. Th 

ern~g to thr \\est, the document ntire e:wrri~• will he o\ t-r-..PPll hv , 
d. Some of them are anti- l'vlarxist prcial Ct~ntrnl Commit1 ,·t• pant 
i reportedly "propagate bc11 irgc'<li !-- 1ea<lrd hv (;t·nr ral ~ l'rrt'l,H\' 11 
•rnl i!--m ." · i'aohanlc(. 
hher party llfficials are ,wcu..,t·d The fir!--l :-tagl' i-.. L"dllnll 11111.1I. wit 
iving up puhiic service in fa w,r llf ill part y 1ne mhcr-.. n•q11in·d to st11d 
_ing personal gain "by every po~- :ertain publ iralion~. 1110-..t impnrtan 

·. me~ns. While asking for great.er :if which ;irP thr ('pntral Commit 
. leges. I hey embezzle state f11nds, tee's "must book for party mt'mhcrs 

: . By ~ichael -~Veisskopf ~ia\ist s~ri-tem and the bright 111~ hou,,es for themselves . with !:ind Deng's "selected works.'·. . 
• : w.u;1ung1Dn PosL <OC'11~nService I of communism, and damp-R . ubhc money, extort ~ribes_ for ~-~---~k· To m~kei\. ~ure \~~som,: gtnk _i1 
~ -P~KING, Oct. 12-China's Com- 'their enthusiasm for politics, tracts an? set up their ch1Idren -,m· rty untts are required to hold se. 

~og1·an1 
1rification' 

m~nis~ Party Central Committee, in \ction, work and study_" ~ ~ st Johs, be;t schools and hesi. ions ~using the sharp weapon 1 

?De_ of the most s~nning public self- ~ cure prescribed by the Cen- .c.,,,_ ies.' -cr:tiei,-m and self- c: ritici~m, .. the cit 
Jr ic_~ents eve: is.sued by a com- ~ommittee after a two-day pie- · i' The r>ru:ty also_ is pla_ gued with- rn".'lent explained. Part.icipan 
-mumst pany m power, charged session in Peking is to cleanse p preaucrattc;m, weighed down by fat .I should expose _thei r_ ideas to pe 
~~Y th_at th: _pa~ty. is stained by \arty of wtongdoers w~ile crit- ,cat bosses concerned ,only wjth ·'.'eat-l~i-utiny with the aim of "clP.aring u 
~s_er1ous 1mpunt1es m ideology, work g and reeducating minor of- fr,f _t1¥,eto!!t1ll ,tp .. ~ts 8 da~,.Y~~' dpil]_g' _-i?,t;0!0 :_, . correcting mi-.takes an 
~ty_le and o~anization, which are of •rs. , ~ ,w•-Jne:-J~e1Jtral)~umm1tt.ee- ,urntii:g with our comrade!- to ma 
great harm. . , ~ "crucial importance," the doc~ ·. The": y . . f cc,mrrion prog~s!I." 

. • :The committees l:!,000-character :1t said is to Msort out and expel ~'. . ir neg~ect and chr?.nic ?.u~k- ·j Once the i<leologic~l re~odelin~ 

. docllf!1ent, the opening shot in a far- \ants dr the Cultural Revolution. ~~g- has ~used . hornf)ing . complete, the campaign 1s to sw11 
~chmg Mp~rification" campaign, )ground investigations art~ .b_e ;~aste_ m production, serious admin-

1 
into it.s organizational phase. At th, 

~ttacked officials _who wallow in priv- Se 
011 

all members to determm~ 1f ftrative /oulups and M~uge~ ea.mom- ·!·· stage, the unit decides who shoul 
. ~ege, neglect their work, br~k. Jaws V participated in the' · .rad_ical ,1~ 

1~ in a poor nation striving to ; be required to make additional sel 
·. IU)d.~tag_e the reform pohc1es of hdups, beatings _and ti:ashu:i~ ~en.me and feed a billion people, 1 criticism, who should he administ.r 
. ~eng Xiaoping: - _ l plunged China into virt~1al_ c1v1l :.~ added. lively punished for ethics vinlat.irn 

~ The carnpatgn devised by the I from 1966 to 1976. ·. · , ·f· 'I'.he document criticized officials · and who -should be kicked out oft 
~nt~al yommit~ ,,to overcome t.he ,ccording . to foreign diplomats, ,\_\'ho ha~e- -turned into "overlord!<,! party . .. . 
party s ~amy side marks the first liminary investigations have tar- f0on~r:cihzi~g power and shµwing" Re-ref(istration is the last stag 
systematic party cleansing since ed ahoul :i million of these rad l~.vontism 1_nslead of running effi- coming at the end of the three-ye· 
peng and the moderate faction now Is. · ;cien: factories. They form factions effort. According to the docurne 
m power were ousted by, ra.dical fol- l'he part.y is also called upon t> :and el~w. out of ~he w!y thus~ \\:ho there nre to he three cl~ssificat io 
lowers of Mao Tse-tung s ·Cultural rid ·

0
r the corrupt and those wh .l:tol~ dif~e'.ent_ Vl~\VS. ret,1hatmg immediate reg1sl ratHln tnr nwmhC' 

. I{evol~tion" more than a decade ago. ubhornly resist". Deng\; package o :ag~mSI t:fltic. • it bald. who "are up ll) or basic,1lly 11p td 
· While the party is now dominated ,nomic and political reforms 11inl'l d Tdhese unhealthy tend~ncies and memh<>n;hip rpquiremPnls: po~ 
~y a "healthy force," the document 'returned to power in 1978. eca_ ent pheno~ena, seriously sab- p•med registration for members slj 
said, there is great concern over the No expulsions are allowed_ to take :<,>ta~mg_ th; nation's socialist _mixl- not up to snuff; and expulsion f\ 
"hidden peril" of radicals retaining ice, however, until the meticuousl)' ,!r~_izatton, th~ rep?rt summed up, members "whose revolu tionary w, 

. ·the Mperniciou~ influence" of the Cul- inned campaign nms iL<; course-:-, . ¥ve greatly impaired our p,1 rty's has waned, who do not hon1)r the, 
tura~ ~ev?lut1on. Loy~\ to Mao's rec-sta<1e process to start in a tev ~;age a1::ong the _people, weakened ohligations as party me~her" ... 1 

egahtariamsm, these radicals are said eeks. " ' e conltdcnce . ol party members refusr to rt'penl despite n'tlt':-1t1 

1 

,to :1botage Deng's m1><!ernization Each party unit at factories, ol and the ma~c;es 111 the superio!ity of help and r<l11!':ition." 
proornms by refusing to implement.ices or cnmnnm~ is to be respon- · _ ____ ______ _ __ ____, 

them. sihlt• for reedurat ing, investigating, 
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Continu ing CSI-Zurich News 

Prayer Only Answer 
for Turkish Christians 

Rel igion and poli tics, pol itics and 
reli gion - in Turkey, the two have 
been intertwined for as long as 
anyone can remember. When an 
Islamic regime is in power - as it 
presently is - Christ ians face 
inconvenience, discrimination, 
persecution and sometimes death. 
Violence has dissipated somewhat in 
recent years; however, tension still 
isolates the two groups. 

THE YAKUNIN HEARING - Dr. Carl 
Armerding, president of Regent College, 
welcomes CRI to Vancouver. On the right CRI 

Solzhenitsyn Sends Message 

Vol. 1, No. 1 Sept.-Oct., 1983 

International President Rev 1-ians 
Stuckel berger, g1;t;st speaker Tatyana 
Goritcheva and tran slator Helen Toepfer at a 
news conference. Early in this century Turk rulers 

attempted to emulate western 
methods of government. This meant 
one system for everyone. It also 
meant that Islam, guided by the 
Koran, became the fiber of the law. The Yakunin Hearing: A Call for oli arity 

Between 1915 and 1918 Islamic 
Turks and Kurds led the campaign 
which saw the al leged ann ihilation of 
hundreds of thousands of Armenian 
Christians. Thousands more fled to 
other countries. Greek Orthodox, 
Chaldean, Nestorian and Jacobite 
Christ ians died as well. 

Moreover, there are signs of 
continued repression. In 1979, 
Armenian Christian leader Hizni 
Cilgaz was murdered. At the same 
tim~ Kurds reportedly abused, 
robbed and kidnapped Armen ian and 
Syrian Christians at random. 

While the recent plight of the 
Christian community in one Turkish 
town is an extreme example, it is not 
out of the realm of possibil ity for 
others . By 1978, only 10 Christ ian 
fa"l ilies remained in Kerburan. At 
that t ime, the group's 70-year-old 
leader complained to authorities 
about disc ri minat ion. His only reply 
was a bul let which killed him. Today, 
all of the Christians from Kerburan 
have f led to Sweden. 

Our Christian Response: Approach 
the situation with the greatest 
spiritual weapon available to 
Christians: prayer. Intercede on 
be:hal f of those who daily face 
discriminat ion and denials because 
they have a Christ ian fai th . 

Disarmament, women's rights, 
dialogue with other faiths (Hinduism, 
Islam, etc.}, the general struggle for 
human rights, hunger and poverty -
few were surprised when these 
issues garnered the attention of and 
action by the Sixth Assembly of the 
World Counci l of Churches (WCC} 
when it convened July 24 in 
Vancouver, Brit ish Col umbia, Canada. 
However, the absence of significant 
action dealing with persecution, 
oppression or the state-imposed 
suffering which is a reali ty for almost 
half of Christ iandom, sent waves of 
dismay and concern through many 
quarters. 

Christians in the Soviet Union 
reacted wi th several protest letters 
wh ich reached assembly delegates. 
Christian Response Inte rn ational 
(CRI} also reacted. CRI challenged 
the wee to fully examine and act 
upon the persecution issue and its 
implications for Christians today. As 
part of a conference named after 
imprisoned Russ ian Orthodox priest 

·'G leb Yakun in , CRI brought 14 
authorities on the subject to 
Vancouver. 

One of the letters reaching wee 
delegates came from the Soviet 
Comm ittee for the Defense of 
Believers' Rights , a gro .. p fou nded by 

Yakun in. The communique basically 
reinforced a letter 1,;1ritten by Yakunin 
and Lev Regelson that was 
addressed to the WCC's Fifth 
Assembly which met in Nairobi, 
Kenya in 1975. CRI also used the 
1975 letter as impetus for its 
conference. Yakunin's appeal was 
never full y acted upon by the wee. 

Entit led "The Yakun in Hearing," 
the First World Conference on the 
Persecuted Chu rch emphas ized 
Yakunin 's points, points underscored 
by his current f ive-year prison 
sentence. 

Also appealing tor act ion to be 
taken on behalf o f Yakun in and the 
many oppressed Christ ians in the 
Soviet Union , Nobel Peace Prize 
recipient Alexander Solzhenitsyn sent 
a message wh ich was read at the 
Yakun in Hearing. Solzhenitsyn, who 
was not present , called upon 
conference part ic ipants to express 
" indignation" at the Soviet 
government's treatment of an 
"upright" priest like Yakunin. 

In the Yakunin Hearing opening 
session, CRI Inte rnational President 
Rev. Hans J. Stuckelberger stressed 
the need for solidarity amongst all 
Christians, part icularly those who 

(continued on page fou r) 



Viet.,am 
Four of the seven priests t ried by 

a V:etnamese cou rt in Ju.,e re:::eived 
prisqn terrr s. Another nine Christian 
laymen were also found guilty and 
irrp·isoned. 

Of the priests, 41-year-old Joseph 
f\guyen Cong Doan received a 
12-,ear term: Joseph Le Thanh Que, 
50. was sentended to 15 years 
confinement; and Joseph Do Quang 
Chinh. 53, was given a five year term 
of imprisonment. 

Soviet Union 
V, hen a Christian in the Soviet 

U,ion fi rishes a prison sentence, the 
suf'ering does not necessarily stop. 
Fifty-three-year-old Tatyana 
Shchipkova was recent ly released 
after three years of incarceration. 
While she was in prison her family 
had moved from Smolensk to 
Leningrad. Soviet authorities, 
however, refused permission for 
Shchipkova to join her family, the 
Swiss news agency Faith in Second 

Worla reports. Instead, they 
assigned the evangelical Christian to 
a com'T1unal home. Because 
Shchipkova chose not to resi de in 
the communal home. she faces the 
possibility of another arrest. 

A friend of Shchipkova writes, 
"Tatya,a Shchi pkova, who is very 
sick and su bjected to constant 
harassment. has, once again, had to 
experience being ·a person who 
thinks differently' and is under 
suspicion ." 

Soviet Union 
In Lithuan ia, another clergyman 

has been t,ied and found guilty of 
ant i-state activities. In May, Soviet 
authorities sentenced Rev. Alfonsas 
Svarinskas to seven years of 
imprisonment and an additional three 
years of internal exile. Svarinskas, 
respected by his co lleagues, was one 
of the founding members of a 
committee which works to defend 
the rights of bel ievers. 

Kentucky Legislators Testify on Romania 
Speaking on behalf of Christian 

Response International, two 
members o f the Kentucky State 
Leg islature in July test ified before 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
Subcommittee on Trade of the Ways 

·and Means Committee in 
Washington , D.C. Senator Gene Huff 
and Legislator Tom Riner told 
subcommittee members about the 
gross violations of human rights they 
witnessed when in Romania in 
November 1982. The subcommittee 
members were listening to testimony 
concerning Romania's emigration and 
human rights record during the 
previous year. Compliance and 
im;:,rovement is hinged to U.S. 
renewal of most-favored-nation trade 
status which boosts the Romanian 
economy and encourages trade with,. 
the U.S. . 

Huff said while in Romania he 
found evidence of the persecution of 
Christians in every region; a 
persecution that was not limited to 
one frin ge group, but, rath er, affected 

all of the Christian denominations. 
This, he said, was evidenced by the 
many churches which had been 
demolished, the many arrests of 
Christians and the continual 
harassment of some evangelicals by 
the secret police. Huff also entered 
documentation that Christians can 
lose their jobs because of their faith. 

Riner testified about seeing the 
af'ects of oppression firsthand. "We 
were at their home (two pastors) 
when they received calls to re port for 
interrogation at the police station," 
he said. 

After spending time in prison or 
many years being harassed, some 
Christians choose to emigrate to the 
West. Riner told how those who 
apply for their passports are further 
oppressed. 

Romania gained approval for 
another year of MFN status. 
However, it came only after Congress 
expressed its concern about the 
conti nuation of serious human rights 
vi olations in Romania. 

ir o 'ette, to C. ~l's Yc. :unin 
r-1E:.:.· - . t 'p a:-,-:,.:, S•J1:":.. ~;t syn 
advoc~ted support on behalf of 
Svarinskas. 

Frierds and many re latives were 
tu rned ::l-.•,ay ;rom S·1ari·1-- as· t'ia!. 
Originady scheduled as an open 
procedure. only a few relatives \·,ere 
allowed in. Furthermore. S s·•as 
Tamkev1cius, another c lergyr,an, was 
arrested and charged a ·•er he 
testified on behalf of S\arins~as. A 
number of others wl°'o had gathered 
outside the courthouse. were forced 
into buses, driven out to the 
countryside and left stranded. 

Hungary 
For the f irst tifTle in many years, 

the Treological S"'minary in 
Budapest, Hungary this year held an 
open house. Kesten College reports. 
State authorities allowed forty one 
high-school age students to attend 
the e.ent. hey participated in a 
common tirie of meditat ion. Then 
students attended a lectu re, chasing 
from subjects which included Old 
Testament, ew Testament, church 
history, church sociology and 
theology. 

ON THE HILL - Kentucky state lawmakers 
Tom Rine· and Gene Huff testify at the 
Romanian most-favored-nation trade status 
hearings. 
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'A Pi _ or ,:; arrested in Rc'T'a:.ia: 

tensio "'10unts between Christians 
and slims in Syri a; chL!'Cr' 'eaoers_ 
& c!"· .,ed out of Uganda. a'lother 
group of evangelists is rounded up 
and ir.prisoned in the Soviet Union. 
What can we do? 

For each country the response is 
di 'ferent. In some nations direct 1egal 
aid can be supplied. In othe,s. 
specifically in Eastern Eu-ope. a 
Western lawyer cannot de·s1d ar 
accused Ch ristian; however, he can 
first witness the trial. and second. 
remind judges of any international 
laws which the court has not 
recognized - laws which guarantee 
the freedom of information and 
religion. Both actions can and do 
result in reduced sentences and even 
freedom for Christ ian brothers or 
sisters. In other situations. all we 
can do is gather information and 
pray for those who suffer. 

In order to send lawyers. pastors, 
Christian leaders, journalists and 
other selected individuals into 
nations where such aid is needed, 
Christian Response International has 
established the $100,000 CHRISTIAN 
FREEDOM FUND. 

During carefully arranged visits, 
those individuals CRI sends will take 
whatever legal measures are 
available. Lawyers and pastors will 
meet with appropriate government 
officials, protesting the mistreatment 
of Christians. 

In order to foster solidarity within 
the church around the world, direct 
contact is vital. Knowing this, those 
CRI sends into the troubled areas will 
also meet with church leaders and 
with the persecuted Christians 
themselves. 

Person to person encouragement: 
it will minister to the needs of those 
who suffer - nothing can duplicate 
this. In addition, those who visit the 
oppressed are themselves blessed. It 
v o ··s both ·,ays. When we resporid 
to ttie reeds of the hurting part of 
the C'lristian body, we become one 
w:th them. 

CRI is ready to send teams into 
Eas•ern Eurcpe and to Latin America. 
lnc·vid..1al tr;ps will be detailed in 
fL J e issues of RESPONSE. Your 
support of this ministry is needed. 
Please pray as teams prepare for 
these trips. If you want to help 
fir.anc:a11y, c:'e. ·gnate your gift for the 
CHRISTIAN 1 ~ cEDOM FUND. 

L I. 

· Rejoicing in hope; patier t 1n 
tribulation; continuing dil ig,:-ntly in 
prayer: distributing to the necessity 
of saints; given to hospitality_ Bless 
them who persecute you ; bless and 
curse not. Rejoice with them that do 
rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep" - Romans 12:12-16. 

How do you adopt a nation? 
So often when we intercede for 

the nations of the world, prayers 
remain in general terms. When we 
pray for the persecuted church, it 
becomes even more difficult to be 
specific. We know persecution 
exists, yet we don't know anyone 
who is being persecuted. God 
honors and answers our general 
prayers. But it is easier to intecede 
for problems closer to home; and it 
is very easy to forget to pray for 
nations we don't know much about. 

You can, however, make praying 
for a specific nation or nations an 
important part of your daily prayer 
life. " Praying for the world" suddenly 
takes on new meaning and depth 
when you pray regularly for a 
specific nation; when you pray for 
and correspond with individual 
Christians in that country; and when 
you see God answering your prayers. 

This is adopting a nation - or two 
or three! 

Maybe there is a nation you 
already have a great interest in -
fine, use that one. If not, select one. 
Begin by praying daily for that 
country. 

Become informed about the rat'on 
you have selected; learn aboJt ·ts 
people and its churches. Find out 
who the leaders are - pray for 
them. Find out if your church t-ias 
any work there - pray for c,ristian 
workers in your selected COL'-:try. 
Intercede on beralf of individual 
churches and C"' stians. Watch ti,e 
newspaper and Chr·stian pub'·cat'ons 
for crises or needs to pray at>out. 

You will quick y de elop an 
attachment to your nation and you 
will identify 1rith the Christia:--s there. 

Specific information about 
Ethiopia, the Soviet Union and 
Romania will be printed in this same 
location each issue of RESPONSE. 
Facts and background information 
about the nations and its leaders will 
be included. Specific prayer needs 
will also be presented. 

CRl's "Adopt a Nation" begins this 
month with just three nations. 
Ho\, ever, as time and space permi t, 

·norE: .-.-ill be addPd. Let L;S r,. now 
vnic"1 r-at,o'lS you 3re pr / ing for so 
tr t we can best expand this 
section. 

Ethiopia 
Pray for Faith Christ Church in 

Asrr.ara a;id its members Ethiopian 
officials closed the church in 
December of 1982. The building is 
now used as a youth training center 
by the Marxist regime. 

In August of 1983, government 
off ic:als se ized the facilit ies of three 
church schools: Comboni College, 
the St. Trinity Schools and a 
Lutheran secondary school. 

Romania 
Dinu Gadea, Cornilu Refec , loan 

Marianec and Ovid iu Porboschi were 
arrested on August 15, 1983. The 
four evangelical Christians had 
posted a sign in the town of 
Caransebes. Written on the sign 
were requests for religiou s freedom, 
the recogn ition of human rights and 
freedom for Gheorghe Calciu. Calciu 
is in prison for his religious 
activities. G2dea, Refec, Marianec 
and Porboschi each received six­
month prison terms. Intercede for 
them. If you write a simple letter of 
encou ragement to these men's 
wives, it will let them know someone 
in the V'est cares and is praying. 

Mrs. Dinu Gadea 
19 November ...-21 
Cara,sebes 
Ca·as-Severin 
ROMANIA 

So\.·et U ion 

Tania Porboschi 
lntrarea Sebia 1r1 0 
Sc. B Apt. 5 
Timisoara 
ROMANI A 

lmpr'so'led for a second time, the 
young evangelical Christian Galina 
Vilchinskaya has requested prayer. 
She t-iad been free for just a little 
more than tv10 months when Soviet 
author:ties arrested here in 
November 1982. This time Galina was 
given a two-year prison term. Galina 
was originally arrested for teaching 
children about the Bible. Galina's 
parents face the possibi lity of also 
being arrested. You may \\rite letters 
of support to Galina's mother. 

Zinaida Vilchinskaya 
ul. Lazo 20 
g. Brest, Byelorussia 
SOVIET UNION 

*Write your letters in English. Simple 
and clear messages written on 
postcards will be the best. 



ESCAPED - Dr Aradom Te::a escaped 
Ethiopia whe~e . e saw re"g1ous persecution. 

(continued from page one) 

During the six-day conference (July 
22-27, 1983), various speakers 
elaborated on this theme and 
focused upon specific problems in 
Africa, in Asia, in Central America 
and in the area said to be the most­
neglected by the wee: Eastern 
Europe and other Marxist nations. 

Dr. Aradom Tedla, a former high­
ranking Ethiopian government official 
who fled the country in 1980, told of 
how the present Marxist regime in 
Ethiopia has moved to control and 
eventually eliminate the church. 

Other detailed accounts came from 
former Sandanist rebel and 
Nicaraguan journalist Dr. Humberto 
Belli; from exiled Romanian Christian 
activist loan Moldovan; from expelled 
Soviet writer and active Orthodox 
layperson Tatyana Goritcheva; from 
Cambodian refugee worker Peter 
Elks; from South African Reformed 
Church clergyman Dr. Nico Smith. 

Stressing the significance of 
martyrdom, German theologian Prof. 
Dr. Peter Beyerhaus of Tubingen 
University, asserted that more 
persecution of Christians has taken 
place in the Twentieth Century than 
at any other time in history. 

Examining persecution from 
another angle, David Atkinson, a 
member of the British Parliament and 
the Council of Europe, told the more 
than 500 people gathered at 
Fraserview Assembly for the 
con'erence that his experiences with 
hurr an rights issues a,d Eastern 
ELropean governments indicates that 
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O', 
For 14 cays a'la nig"lts Dr. Arc:dom 

Tedla risked his life, walking across 
the African desert to escaoe : rom his 
'lorelanc o' Ethiopia. Tedla. a former 
high-ranking law and justi ce official, 
fled in July 1980 amidst reports that 
he v. as about to be arrested for a 
second time. 

Tedla was initially imprisoned in 
December of 1979. At that time he 
was the last pre-Marxist of icial st ill 
serving in a government post. He 
says it was miraculous he had not 
been jailed or killed earlier as had 
happened to many of hrs colleagues. 
Du ri ng his tenure under revolutionary 
Marxist control in Ethiopia, Tedla 
maintained a firm and visible 
Christian testimony. 

While the Ethiopian regime was 
confiscating church properties and 
arresting Ch risti an leaders, Tedla was 

full and public solidarity with the 
persecuted does have a tremendous 
impact and does influence violating 
governments. 

In a meeting with CAI 
representatives, wee General 
Secretary Dr. Philip Potter pledged 
that the persecution issue would be 
raised in various sub-committees, but 
he would not promise it as a major 
conference issue. Potter also 
accepted a letter and a petition from 
CAI which called upon the wee to 
take specific actions, including 
public support, direct aid , recognition 
of problems in the East and in the 
West and regular prayer for the 
oppressed. 

CAI President Rev. Hans 
Stuckelberger did not hesitate to be 
specific in his recommendations. He 
said, "Persecution must be called 
persecution. If one only calls it 
'problems' then one is not facing the 
significance of martyrdom." 

evJ Director 

'. :w O. 9ECTOR - Re~ je f' rey A. Cc 1lins 
has been named as e~ecu ti\e d1'e::,or of C9I 

~",.. , v...,.-1"' Ou 
s eah. irg out about trie I berty he 
f" u'ld in Christ. He arso ed efforts 
..,,1ich resulted in a new church be ing 
constn..1c!ed J-.St } urds aAa'.) ~rom a 
government fac lity. 

From in side the government, Tedia 
was able to see the implementation 
of policies which he says are 
designed to first cont rol, then 
abolish the chvch. 

"Lenin and Marx u,ed to cal l 
religion the opiate of the people." 
Tedla says. "In Ethiopia, the Marxist 
officials say 'the church is the 
cancer of the people."· 

Dr. Aradom Tedla is available to 
speak to your church, youth 
gathering or special mee ing. He will 
tell you what is r"'ppening in 
Ethiopia today art explain what 
Christians around the ·,orld can do 
to help. For de!ai ed information 
contact Rev. Roger Arnold at CRI. 

CAi's closing statement further 
warned that "a church which betrays 
its martyrs risks eventually betraying 
Christ." 

The wee did have a vague fin al 
statement on human rights which the 
Assembly Plenary group adopted. 
While the words "persecution" and 
"oppression" were used, the 
application was not defined. 
Furthermore, while issuing strong ly 
worded statements on Central 
America and sexism, Eastern Europe 
was not included in any of the major 
declarations. 

CAI will monitor the WCC's 
handling of the persecution issue 
between now and the next assembly. 
In this context, plans for the 2nd 
World Conference on the Persecuted 
Church, to be held in Zurich, 
Switzerland , have been announced 
for •tay of 1984. 

Re ?CJOH 
A " blicat ion of 
C,i, t ian Response lnter~ational 
So, 1712, Rockville, MD. 20850 U.S.A. 
Te'.e;,hone: 301-984 9707 Newsline: 
30· -458-0977 
The U.S. affili ate of Christi an Solidarity 
lnte,national (CSI) 
Zurich Switzerland 
Other offices in: Austr,a. The United Kingdom, 
The Netherlands, France, India, Kenya, South 
Korea and West Ge-many. 
lntemat,onal President: 
Rev. Hans Stuc'<elbe,ger 
U.S. Executive Direc tor: Rev Jef'ery A. Collins 
Director of Ministries Rev. Roger K Arnold 
Director of Communications· Steven R. 
La~ son 
Duec:or ot Af ri:an anc Middle East Af 'airs: 
Or A""aoom Ted!a 
AP L. S s!aff a~a.ia!"ie for speaK1'1g 
!:,..,,.. -e-,e~ts Con:act ~ev RoGer K Arnold. 
E-:::·\c~ S'.e.ie~, R a--.::,on 
Gra:- cs S;,;za•. 9,-ed 
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IIOIIIN M . LUKETINA 
GENERAL COUN■E.UCHIE, Of' ■TAP'f' 

~on1trtss of tht tinittd £,tatts 
!ton.st of 'Rtprt.smtatlnt.s 
Washington, !>.~. 20515 

November 17, 1983 

His Excellency Chang Wenjin 
Embassy of the People's Republic of China 
2300 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. 
Washington D. C. 20008 

Dear Ambassador: 

DISTRICT OFF ICE S: 
8 1!1 MAIN S T R EET 

■UIT[ IA 

ST. JOSEPH. MICHIGAN ,11oe11 
.,.,., 982-0722 

1 ■ 788 WIEST MfCHIGAN AW.HUE 

THREE RIVERS. MICHIGAN ,11011S 
(9 11 1 278· 7125 

800-272 -3413 

Reports of the arrest and execution of Christians in China 
are of great concern to me and my colleagues. It has been brought 
to our attention that at least two Christians were arrested in 
August in Shanghai, and execution dates have been scheduled. 

These two men, like hundreds of other Christian leaders who 
have reportedly been arrested in recent months, only want to 
freely practice their Christian faith - a right guaranteed by your 
constitution. 

It has also been reported that all the pastors of the church 
known as the "Shouters" have . been imprisoned; that many home church 
leaders have been arrested; and ·that home churches have been declared 
illegal in certain areas. 

I understand that in some areas the home churches are permitted 
to operate. However, the above mentioned violations of an individual's 
religious freedom concerns members of Congress su~h as myself. I 
am disturbed that thousands of Christians have been treated like 
criminals, and I desire to see this rectified. 

Thank you for your time and concern in this matter. 

""-cs.-~____..; 
~on Sundquist ' 

Member of Congress 

~~ 
Member of 

Sincerely 

?!L-!:-Si_l.,,,.,jV.~PVJ~~,,., 

Member of Congress 

~-T~~✓~fe 
Member of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 
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<tongrcss of the ilnittd ~tatts 
!\oust of Rtprtsmtatl\lts 
Washington, 11.~. 20515 

November 16, 1983 

His Excellency Chang Wenjin 
Embassy of the People's Republic of China 
2300 Connecticut Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear Mr. Ambassador, 

P L L,r. ' t f-1 !,PO NO 

0 WAS H INGT ON O F FICE: 

2212 lltAVBURN orrtcc BUILDING 

WA5HINGTON, o.c. ao1ua 

OISTIIICT o,-,-ICESI 

0 UOI f'[DCRAL BUILDING 

111 WEST HURON STIICE"T 

au,rALO, NCW YOfltK 1'J:Oa 

1719 ) 848 ·4121 

0 484 S. MAIN STRCET 

GCN[VA, NCW YORK 14411. 

U 1& 1 789 ·1390 

An issue of grave concern to myself and my colleagues is that 
of the rights of Christians to practice their faith, a right 
guaranteed by the Constitution of the People's Republic of 
China as wel] as by the Constitution of the United States. 

Recent reports that there have been mass arrests of hundreds 
of Christian leaders are extremely disturbing. Of even more 
serious import is the news that at least two have been scheduled 
for execution. This is in addition to the arrest of all pastors 
of the church . identified as the "Shouters. 11 

These violations are extremely serious and affect us all, 
Christian and non-Christian. The right to practice one's 
chosen religious beliefs is one that is important to both 
nations,and indicates a meeting of the minds. This is 
particularly important at this time, when our two countries 
are re-establishing closer ties. 

I would appreciate it greatly if you would bring these 
concerns to the attention of your government in time to 
save these two individuals from execution and to release 
the Chinese Christians from imprisonment. 

Thank you. 

Congress 

JK:nas 
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BRANCH omcES IN Btll HAV(N­
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His Excellency Chang Wenjin 
Embassy of the People's Republic of China 
2300 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington D.C. 200~8 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 
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IUOCOMMITT(f 0 ~ (1()\'UtN'-'fN 1 A f t1v111rt 
Af\10 lAAN.,•ontA1 10N 

SELECT COMMITTL[ 
ON AGING 

Reports of the artest and execution of Christians in Chinn ar~ of 
great concern to me and my colleagues in the Congress~ It hns 
~een brought to our attentibn that at least two Christinns were 
arrested in August in Shangai, and execution dates have 
reportedly been set. Other reports indicate that hundreds of 
other Christian leaders in China have been arrested in recent 
months. 

I t has a 1 so been rep or t e d th a-t a 1 1 the pas tor s of the church 
known as the "Shouters" have been imprisoned; that many home 
church leaders have been arrested; and that home churches have 
been declared illegal in certain areas. I understand that in 
some areas, however, the home churches are permitted to opcrntc. 

Our principal concern, Mr. Ambassador, is that these Chinese 
Christians only seek to practice their Christian faith -- a rl i!li t 
guaranteed by the Chinese constitution. 

?Ye anticioate imoroved relations between our two countries, 
par t i cu l a r 1 y i n l i g ht of Pres i dent l{e a g an ' s p 1 an n e d vi s i t to l !1 ,, 
People's Reoublic next ·year. It would be very unfortunnte if 
instances such as the reported persecution of Chinese Christinns 
o~ts additional strains on the ties between our two countric~. 

Mr. Aml:>assador, I ask that you inform your government of the 
concerns that I am rnising with you. I would appreciate your 
determining the accuracy of these reports and informin~ me nbo11l 
this potentially very serious problem. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Lantos Ton, Hall 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 
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