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THE WHI1T HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 24, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond, II
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell/~7u
SUB.™ 2T: First Vigalante Edit Job

Here, promptly back from West Virginia is Richard
Vigalante's editing of the second piece by Jackie Tillman.

I think it is a very fine job.

I hope that you can, today, submit it to Dick Darman
for clearances per our arrangement in time to be published
for next Wednesday's meeting.

MCB: jet

1 Attachment a/s



THE WHIT™ HOUSE
WASHINGTCON

June 24, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO RICHARD G. DARMAN

FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
SUBJECT: White House Digest Paper

Attached is another paper in our series prepared
by our Outreach Working Group on Central America.

This draft has been prepared by Jacqueline Tillman
of Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick's office.

I would appreciate your getting it cleared so that
it can be printed and distributed at our Outreach Working
Group Meeting On Central America which meets at 2:30 p.m.
next ¥V 1Ine 1lay afternoon.

Thank you for your assistance.

1 Attachment a/s



CENTRAL AMERICA: FACTS NOT WIDELY KNOWN

MAV 2\-?\11\ T TN NICARAGUA

The first step in figuring out what is at stake in
Central America is understanding the Sandinista regime.
Are the Sandinistas merely "leftwing" reformers whose tilt
towards Marxism is balanced by an equally strong commitment
to Catholicism?

Or, are the present rulers of Nicaragua dedicated
Communists, enemies even of democratic socialism, and Soviet
allies intent on subverting Central America into the Soviet
bloc?

Knowing the answer is essential to understanding the
threat, if any, to El Salvador and the rest of the region.

Unfortunately, it is increasingly clear that the
present S5andinista government is a Communist one, ready and
willing to bring the region into the Soviet orbit. The
evidence has been mounting for several years, but even a
brief selection of ev 1ts from the past two months, which
we give here, is revealing.

TRUF DEMOCRATS ABANDON SANDINISTAS

Much evidence comes from former allies and supporters
of the Sandinista revolution. The case of Eden Pastora,
Commander Zero, has been well known for some time. But only
a month ago, on May 19, 1983 Misael Brennes, Nicaraguan
counsel to Choluteca, Honduras, defected to that country,

! juesting political asylum. When the Sandinistas charged
that Brennes had been kidnapped, he called a public press
conference to refute the charge. He explained that he had
abandoned the Sandinistas because he was "convinced that
Communism has advanced in Nicaragua to the point where there
is no other path than armed struggle to detain it." He
added:

I am not the first and T won'+ ha

2ak
with the regime of the nine Sandinista
commandantes; I am just one more. I
assert that presently Nicaragua is a
colony of the Communist countries
where the Russians and the Cubans are
the vners of the Nicaraguan people.






The Sandinistas came to power in 1979 promising

lections that have yet to be held. Recently, they have been
promised for 1985. But just last month, according to the
official Radio Sandino, Interior Minister Thomas Borge
threatened to postpone them agai?, blaming the threatened
delay on American "aggression." It should be noted that
during the first year and a half after the revolution the
" 2rican government fully supported the Sanc  iistas with
$118 million in aid, yet there was no move to hold elections.

L3

INTERNAL REPRESSION

Elections aside, the Nicaraguans have increasingly
denied their people basic liberties, substituting Communist
attitudes towards rights for Western ones.

On May 26, the Council of State extended the state of
emergency for one year, until May 30, 1984, permitting the
government to continue prior censorship of the media and to
hold politicalS?risoners indefinitely without recourse to
haheaas cnrpne The state of emergency has now been in-
€Ericee 1V Uveld A Year.

On May 18, Nicaraguan immigration authorities refused
to allow Luis Rivas Levia, president of the opposition
Social Democratic Party to leave the country. They stopped
him at the e}rport as he was about to leave for a trip to
Costa Rica.

In late May, the Sandinistas expropriated a banana
plantation belonging to Ramiro Guardian, president of an
agricultural private sector organization, for political
reasons. Commenting, in an interview in La Prenrse, on
American restrictions on Nicaraguan sugar, Gua.u:.an had
said, "the United States and Nicaragua are both sovereign
and independent countr§7s and each has the right to buy and
sel” as they see fit." The junta responded by taking his
farm.  ta me 'er Sergio Ramirez explained that "we think
that t}! "5 gentlen cannot be associated with tl revolution-
ary state because we need proprietors ‘' at are clear about
the dangers represented by measures from the United States." 8/

SOLID!

Finally, the Sandinistas have fallen into the contra-
diction that afflicts all Communist governments -- the
workers' state has been persecuting free trade unions.

Again, there have been many examples, but the most
recent involves the stevedores union of the Pacific port of



Corinto. After the 1979 revolution, the union affiliated
with the Sandinista Workers Central (CST), a Sandinista-
controlled union. But many dissatisfied union members
wish to switch to the Confederation for Labor Unification
(CUS), an independent organization that belongs to the
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions and has
strong ties to the AFL-CIO.

The Sandinistas have used arrests, mob action, threats,
nd other forms, of intimidation to keep the union allied
with the CST. 'Some union leaders have been forced to flee
Nicaragua, and. one, Zacarias Hernandez, has become a leader
in the exile labor movement. Amnesty International has
adopted two of the arrested stevedores as cases of special
interest.

In mid-March, when the union's executive board attempted
to switch from CST to CUS the Sandinistas responded by
having militiamen occupy union headquarters. And the Ministry
of Labor disallowed the executive board's decision, ruling
that only a two-thirds vote of the membership could effect
tl switch. .

The Ministry, however, prevented a vote by initiating
an audit of the union's books, forbidding it to hold a
congress until the audit was completed. Turning up nothing
of substance, the Ministry allowed the union to schedule a
congress for June.

But on May 21, when leading CUS officials, including
Secr :ary General Bayardo Lopez, traveled to Corinto to
meet with several hundred stevedores, they found the entrance
to the meeting place blocked by a Sandinista mob. Some were
armed and wearing militia uniforms. The mob attacked the
CUS leaders with fists and sticks and forced them to flee.= 10/
Since then, a total of nine union leaders have been arrested.—

Even this brief selection of incidents, all taken
from a period of only a few months, illustrates the character
of the Sandinista junta. It is not a collection of "leftists,"
or democratic socialists, or "Christian Marxists," but of
totalitarians, ~:pendent on the Soviets and eager to bring
Central America into the totalitarian world.



10.

NOTES

Unclassified State Department cable, Tegucipala 5746.
Unclas ified State Department cable, Tegucip: ™1 5570.
United States Information Agency poll, April 11, 1983.
Radio Sandino, May 16, 1983.

State Department cable, Managua 2320, unclassified
paragraph 1.

Panama City radio station ACAN, May 18, 1983.
T.A Prensa, May 12, 1983.
Barricada, May 26, 1983.

State Department cable, Managua 2268, unclassified
paragraphs 2, 3, and 4. :

Press release, 13 June 1983 from the Confederation of
Central American Workers, San Jose, Costa Rica.l.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 22, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO JAMES A. BAKER, 111
FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
SUBJECT: Polling Data on Central America

This morning, Dick Wirthlin briefed me on recent
trends in American opinion related to Central America.

We established that there is an urgent need to know
which arguments will be most effective in behalf of the
President's policy in Central America.

Dick is going to go into the field this weekend with
a poll and is quite willing, if v~» amnvrawva . to incc Horate
questions that will be of most use tu us, wparticularly with
U.S. groups that are our natural allies.

Dick says the sort of question that would be most
useful is a "push" question. Attached is a listing of
my proposed sample questions.

If you agree that this is information that we need,
I would appreciate you passing your approval on to Dick
irthlin.

1 Attachment a/s






13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

that 2 million more refugees will crowd into the
United States if Central America falls to the
Communists

that 10 million more refugee will crowd into the
United States if Central America and Mexico fall to
the Communists

that the United States would have to station troops
on our Southern border if Mexico { 11 to tI Communists

that United States use of the Panama Canal is
endangered by Communist activity in nearby countries

that the Marxist government in Nicaragua has shut down
free labor unions and is forcing workers to join
communist-run unions

that more than three-fourths of the United States
assistance to El1 Salvador has been economic aid,
not milita _ aid

that the Soviet Union is spending much more to support
revolutionary activity in Central America than the
United States is spending to oppose communism i the
region

that communist takeover of more countries in Central
America will endanger the United States economy because
more than half of our imported energy supplies and
industrial r:¢ materials are now shipped through the
area



- 4E WHITE HOUS
WASHINGTON

June 21, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: NANCY RISQUE

FROM: HMorton C. Blackwell

SUBJECT: Community Leaders in Southern Tier St tes
Son friends on Capitol Hill tell me that you have

asked Republ’ tans there to put together the list v discussed

a couple of weeks ago. This list of key leaders and opinion

makers in the Southern Tier States is now urgently needed.
Dolf Droge is now here and putting together briefings

on Central America. Could you let me know when we will

have the lists of community leaders to invite to high-level

briefings?

MCB: jet

cc: Faith Ryan Whittlesey



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 21, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond, II
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell
SUBJECT: Public Diplomacy Meeting

Per your request, I represented vou at the meeting in
the Situation Room at 3:00 p.m. today chaired by Judge
Clark. It was an outstanding meeting -- particularly from
the point of view of your office.

Judge Clark began with a presentation by Dick Stone,
followed by Ambassador Kirkpatrick; then he vaid some strol
¢ »>liments to you about the excellent activities of your
( reach Working Group. He asked me to summarize our activities.
In addition to describing our meetings, briefings, publica-
tions and staff, I talked about millions of issues of publica-
tions from groups such as the American Legion and the Farm
Bureau Federation which contained editorials by national
organization chairmen in support of the President's activities.
I a. > mentioned that hund: 1is of thousands of letters are
in preparation by conservative groups on the subject of
the need for supporting the President in Central America.

In subsequent discussions, Otto Reich talked about
how useful our Working Group meetings have been.

Dick Stone mentioned that when he was seeking support
from virtually any spokesmen who might favorably respond
to the President's address to the Joint Session of Congress,
tl! : every office of government failed to get spokesmen per
his reguests. Then he stressed that our office was able to

get Veteran leaders and conservative leade:r out quickly in
T -F Lo Moo T TTea ==t A i~ "‘)r\‘:f‘lfﬂfﬁﬂ \717‘1‘11211\7

- -

I will brief you on some of the specifics regarding
policy which were also discussed.

‘B: jet



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
June 21, 1983

MEr RANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell
SUBJECT: The PLO in Central America

iclosed are the materials we received from Jackie
Till 1 and Walt I rmond. Jackie T 1lman preg 1 the
"talking points" espec: Lllv for you. In addition, she
sent over the back-up materials relative to Cuba, Nic¢ agua,
and E1 Salvador. She also incl] 1led an article by Shoshana
Bryen which appeared in Newsletter published by the Jewish
Institute for National Security A{ airs.

Also attached is the paper prepa: by Walt Raymond
5 a draft White House Digest paper. I have sent Walt's
paper off to Richard Vigalante, with other materials, and
the request that he put together useful paper combining
the best elements into an appropriate White House Digest
paper.

MCB: jet

Attachments a/s



TALKING POINTS

THE PLO IN CENTRAL AMERICA

THE PLO HAS BEEN ACTIVELY INVOLVED WITH LATIN AMERICAN

TERRORIST GROUPS FOR AT LEAST A DECADE, IF NOT LONGER.

IN THE EARLY '70s, THE SANDINISTAS, NOW IN POWER IN
NICARAGUA, PARTICIPATED IN TERRORIST ACTIVITIES WITH
THE PLO AND " I{E BLACK SEPTEMI " MOVE! IIT. THEY RECEIVED

TRAINING FROM THE PLO AS WELL. THEY HAVE SAID SO PUBLICLY.

IN 1978, THE YEAR BEFORE THE SANDINISTAS CAME TO POWER
IN NICARAGUA, THEY SIGNED TWO COM INIQUES -- ONE WITH
THE PLO, THE OTHER WITH THE DEMOCRATIC I ONT FOR THE
LIBERATION OF PALESTINE (DFLP) —- ANNOUNCING THEIR
SOLIDARITY AND ATTACKING ISRAEL, ANASTASIO SOMOZA,

THE DICTATOR OF NICARAGUA, AND YANKEE IMPERALISHM.

THE PLO SENT A PLANI" DAD OF WEAPONS, DISGUISED AS
MEDICAL SUPPLIES WHICH WAS INTERCEPTED IN TUNIS IN
EARLY 1979 -- JUST LIKE 7 % LIBYAN PLANES RECENTLY

INTERCEPTED IN BRAZIL.

ARAFAT SAID PUBLICLY AT THE FIRST ANNI\ RSARY CELEBRA-
7 ON OF THE REVOLUTION IN NICARAGUA, JULY 1980, TF T
"ANYONE WHO THREATENS NICARAGUANS WILL HAVE TO FACE

ALESTINIAN COMBATANTS."



IN APRIL OF THIS YEAR, TI SANDINISTAS HOSTED THE LATIN
AMERICAN PREPARATORY MEETING ON PALESTINE AND INTERNATIC AL

LAW, HELD IN MANAGUA, TO OFFER SUPPORT FOR THE PLO.

THE PLO HAS STRONG TIES TO THE GUERRILLAS FIGHTING THE

DEMOCRATIC GOVERN!'NT OF EL SALVADOR AS WELL.

TWO MONTHS AFTER THE OCTOBER 1979 COUP WHICH OUSTED

THE MILITARY REGINE IN EL SALVADOR LEADING TO THE
CURRENTLY ELECTED GOVERN! T THERE, A BOMB WAS E! LODED
IN THE ISRAELI EMBASSY. THE TERRORISTS ANNOUNCED THE

ACT WAS TO SHOW "SOLIDARITY WITH THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE."

ARAFAT PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED [S ASSISTANCE TO EL SALVADOR'S
GUERRILLAS IN 18981 and 19832, WHEN HE SAID THAT PLO
PILOTS WERE SERVING IN NICARAGUA AND PLO GUERRILLAS

WERE IN EL SALVADOR.

THE PLO HAS LONGSTANDING CONNECTIONS WITH OTHER LATIN
AMERICAN TERRORIST GROUPS, SUCH AS ARGENTINA'S

"MONTANEROS"” AND URUGUAY'S "TUPAMAROS."

A GOOD RULE (. STRATEGY IS TO 1._3PECT THE CONNEC [O!
AMONG DIVERSE THINGS. APPLYING THAT RULE TO THE PLO
CONNECTION TO CENTRAL AMERICAN TERRORISTS MAKES CLEAR
THAT THIS CONNECTION IS OF GREAT STRATEGIC I} DRTANCE

INTERNATIONALLY.



THE SOVIET SPONSORED "I! I JATIONAL TERRORIST FOREIGN
iGION," SO DRAMATICALLY EVIDENT IN CENTRAL AMERICA,
HAS ENORMOUS IMPLICATIOHS AND CONSEQUENCES FOR THE

UNITED S1 TES AND HER WE! RN ALLIES.















Carpio's deputy, Anna Mari I[Montes, wé¢ a¢ assinat in
Managtr , Nicaragua in April "7283, Cayetano ( rpio in
the Middle East, in Libya.

Captured documents from Beruit, Lebanon last summer

indicate the presence of El1 Salvadorean guerrillas in PLO
ce »s.
























THE PLO AND CENTRAL AMERICA

"Palestinian combatants are fighting in the
same trench as the Central American people.”
Fidel Castro, 6 September 1982

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) has maintained
contact with various revolutionary groups, 1iinly leftist in
political orientation, for many years. Among other objectives,
t}  PLO has sought thereby to reinforce its own revolutionary
- credentials, to strike at Western governments sympathetic to
Israel, and to guarantee continued political and military support
from radical states such as the USSR and Cuba by occasionally
acting as their proxy. All three objectives have been served
throvah .0 involvement with Central American revolutionaries,
parti i1larly the Sandinistas and the Salvadoran guerrilla groups.

Nicaragua

PLO collaboration with the Sandinistas stemmed from
Palestinian antipathy to the Nicaraguan government under the
Somozas, which had been a firm ally of Israel. It was also a
natural outgrowth of Cuban military training and intelligence
supt 't for the PLO which began shortly after the 1966
Tricontinental Conference in Havana. Inasmuch as the Cubans were
also assisting the Sandinistas it was only logical that these two
beneficiaries would aid each other on occasion.

The Sandinistas have admitted their association with the
PLO. 1In early June 1979, six weeks before Somoza was overthrown,
S 1dinista spokesman Jorge Mandi described the association in
these terms:

"There is a longstanding blood unity between us and the
Palestinian revolution. Many of the cadri ; belonging to he
Sandinista movements were at Palestinian revolutionary bases
in Jordan. 1In the early 1970s, Nicaraguan and Palestinian
blood was spilled together in Amman and in other places
during the Black September battles."

"A numhaer nAf Candindict-o~ to-% part in the oneration t divert
1] t

) zed and I 1ded at a desert
airfield in Jordan. One of our comrades was also wounded in
another hijack operation in which Leila Khaled was
involved. She was in command of the operation and our
comrades helped her carry it out. It is natural, therefore,
that in our war against Somoza, we received Palestinian aid
for our 1 olution in variot for 3."












THE WHIT_  JSE

WASHINGTON
June 21, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THROUGH:: Jonathan Vipond, II
oy
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell /7
N
SUBJECT: Briefing bv Constantine Menges

Monday afternoon I had an exceptionally rewarding
conversation with Dr. Constantine Menges of the CIA.
I demonstrated to me that we are at a very crucial point
with respect to Central America. If certain steps are not
taken now, we will be faced with the unpleasant alternatives
of sending in U.S. combat units or acquiescing to a Marxist-
Leninist takeover of most of the countries of the region.

I strongly suggest that you schedule a 20 minute
briefing by Constantine as soon as possible. His
number is: 351-5972.

MCB:jet









Mr. Wirthlin will discuss this matter t 1 21 19 On
Wednesday, June 22 (11:00 a.m.). Mr. Wirthlin will be asked
to bring a »py ¢ the questions which had been used in con-
r >tion with the recent Central American poll survey.

Seventy Republican House Members have formed a group
for the purpose of framing various issues in much the same
manner as Margaret Thatcher hi done. Leaders of the House
i 2rs (Gingrich/Weber) may request to meet with Ken
I stein to discuss framing the dialogue on the Central
American question.

Members recently returned from triy to ( 1tral America
(Phil Crane, Tom Corcoran, J: 32s Sensenbrenner, William
Dannemeyer, Bill Lowery, ar Mark Siljander) will send a
written request to meet with the President and ( dge Clark
for the purpose of debriefing.

Christian Groups engaged in humanitarian efforts in
Central Ar -ica may request a meeting with the President and
J lge Clark for the purpose of discussing their efforts and
detailing their findings with regard to the situation in the
area.

Mrs. Whii Llesey agreed to atte »>t to ¢ - up a meeting
with Judge Clark and Mr. Dubersi in and the group present
at the meeting of Tuesday, June 14, 1983.

:jet



TH_ WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
Jur 15, 1983

MEMORANDUM TQO: John Lenczowski

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell 5%Z§5?

SUBJECT: White House Working Group Paper

Attached is the draft of a paper prepared by Nestor
_anchez at Mrs. Whittlesey's request. We want to issue
a paper on this topic as a "White House Dige<t" paper
through our White House Outreach Working Group on Central
i =2rica.

Mrs. Whittlesey is concerned that this paper is not
written in such a way as to have the maximum impact on
laymen. The notes on the draft are hers. She specifically
wants more comparisons of the United States' versus the Soviets
efforts in the Caribbean area. :

She asked me to ask you to try > handle a quick re-
v ite of this paper so that it would be a more useful ar ~
persuasive version.

Can you help?
MCB: jet

1 Att :hment /s























