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NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN 

VA ASKING DELAY ON MEHARRY DECISION 
Tuesday, May 18, 1982 

by Carolyn Shoulders 

Veterans Administration officials, in a measure encouraged by 
the White House, have asked medical accreditation officials to delay 
their decision scheduled for today on the future of . Meharry Medical 
Col 1 ege. · 

The intervention by the VA into the issues to be decided by a non­
governmental body, the Liaison Committee on Medical Education - which 
meets in Chicago this morning - indicates that both the agency and the 
White House are prepared to take a more active role In resolving the dispute 
over whether Meharry students will have the same access to internships 
and residencies at the federally funded hospital as do Vanderbilt University 
medical students. 

In a letter dated May 14, VA general counsel John P. Murphy 
wrote to Or. Edward Peterson, secretary of the medical acc.reditation 
committee. 

''This letter is to confirm our telephone conversation in which we 
discussed our request that the Liaison Committee on Medical Education 
postpo'ne making any recommendation or taking any actions concerning the 
accreditation of Meharry Medical College .until such time as the interested 
parties, including appropriate state and federal agencies. have had the 
opportunity to collectively address the issues inv<?lved.11 

Murphy said the VA was making the request for the postponement in 
order for that agency to have time to "assemble th·e ·concerned . parties ••• 
in the interest of addressing and hopefully resolving the issues ••• upon 
which accreditation by your. committee is based." 

"Our endeavor to do so is being encouraged and supported by the. 
White House," Murphy wrote. 

Dr. Richard Lester, interim president of Meharry, could not be 
reached for comment last night because he was in route to Chicago for this 
morning's meeting. 

Lester has said he considers access to both the VA hospital and 
Metro General Hospital 11vital" in order to retain national accreditation 
for the financially ailing school, one of two institutions in the country 
responsible for training most of the nation's black doctors. 

A copy of Murphy's letter, which was written after the Congressional 
Black Caucus·and the National Medical Association asked the White House 
to support Meharry, was forwarded to Melvin L. Bradley. President Reagan's 
special assistant. 

I 
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~ 2. NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN(continued) 

While a local VA official has said in previous public statements 
that 11a 1 ot of med i ca 1 schoo 1 s in America right now are having d t ff i cult ies 
and we don't feel it's our charge to start formulating our operations 
based on their problems, 11 Murphy's letter indicated the VA is willing now to 
revise its policy on internships and residencies. 

He wrote in his letter: 

"During our conversation, you mentioned that a COlllllittee recom­
mendation of "probat ion 11 for Meharry would not necessarily result in the 
closure or discontinuance of the schoo·l. 

"I strongly believe that such a reconmendation before there is 
suf.ficient opportunity to review significant changed circumstances and explore 
possible solutions to the concerns of the corrmittee would be most 
inappropriate and would complicate reso·lution of the issues by possibly 
imparing such options as the availabilty of financing and potential 
affiliation. 

"Accordingly, it is our bel tef that the premature making of any 
recormiendat ion would not be consistent with, and._., llfell be contrary 
to the best interests of a 11 concerned. 11 

According to the letter, Peterson had told .Hdrphy that the · 
corrmittee would not take up the Issue of Heharry ' s accreditation until 
its June 28 meeting. Murphy wrote that he believes even that date may 
be premature. 

Vanderbilit University officials could not be reached for c:oanent 
last night. 

Dr. Roscoe Robinson, Vanderbilt's vt~e ·president for medical 
affairs, has said the university is ready to cooperate with Meharry,. but 
that sharing staff positions In the two tax-supported hospitals may create 
difficulties because of the limited number of posit.ions. 

John Matlock, an assistant to Rep. Harol d Font, who has been 
active in encouraging access to the hospitals for Helaarry students. said. 

''We're happy to see that positive steps are being taken. 

''The congressman has been very po$jtive that thi5 can be worked 
out. It's not as host i1 e, a situation as it may seea and once they get 
a 11 the peop 1 e together, it can be worked out. 11 

# # # 
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' · I""~ Veterans 
\.':-.-.0 Adn1inistration 

~ay 14, 1982 

. ',,.'!" '\ .: .. 
•;-:..;. •• : ~- •• <t-' 

n~ar Dr. Petersen: 

This letter is to· confirm our telephone conversation in which 
we discussed our reauest that the Liaison Committee on Medical 
~~ucation ("Committee") postpone rn~~ing any recom~enaation or 
taking any action concerninq the accreditation of Meharry 
~edical ~ollege (•Meharry") until such_ time as the interested 
parties, including appropriate state and federal aqencies, 
have had the opportunity to collectively address the issues 
involved. You have advised me that the Committee, in anv .. 
event, intends to take no action with respect to Meharry 
orior to the Committee's June 28, 1982 meetinQ. I believe 
even that date ma~ prove premature. 

Our ~equest is baserl on our desire to obtain the time necessary 
to assemble the concerned - parties, including those located 
in the Nashville area as well as, w~en approoriate, the 
requisite Federal agencies, in the interest · of addressinq 
and hopefully resolving the issues presented and upon wh ich 
accreditation by your Committee is based. I am sure the 
Committee agrees that it is in the best interest of all 
concerned to make every reasonable effort to reach a mutua.llv 
agreeable so1~ti~n to the issues at hand. Our endeavor to -
do so is beinq encouraged and supported by the White House. 

During our conversation, you mentioned that a Committee recom­
~endation of "probation" for Meharry would not necessarily 
result in the closure or discontinuance of the school. I 
stronal! believe that such a recommendation before there is 
sufficient opportunity to review siqnificant chanQed circum­
stances and explore possible solutions to the concerns of 
the Committee would be most inopoortune and would complicate 
resolution of the issues by possibly imparinQ such options 
as the availability of finan.cinq and potential affiliation. 
Accordingly, it is our belief that the· premature makinq of 
any recommendation would not be consistent with; and may 
well be contrary to the best in:e~ests of all concerned. 
Postponement of any recomnendation and action until those 
concerned with the future of Meharry have had sufficient 
opportunity and time to cevelop possible solutionsy. on the 
other hand, will enable the interested parties to work 
towards a solution acceptab~e to 311. We arc hopeful that 
such solutions may be forthco~in; in the near future. 



-2-

I appreciate your continuen assistance and look ~or~ard to 
your favorable response on bch~lf of the Committee. 

Dr. Edwards. Petersen 
Secretary 
Liaison Committee on Medical Education 
535 North Dearborn 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

cc: Melvin B. Bradley 

~incerely, 

·• : . ' . f • .. • 

John P. Murphy 
G .. 1neral Couns~l. 

Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 

. . . ~ . . . . 



The Tennessean, Nashville, Tenn. 

·rhis Patient Must Live; 
There's a Formula for That 
/\. NYBODY who is alert to problems 

.:-iin the Nashville community should 
;e clearly aware that Meharry Medical 
~ollege, an institution with a distin­
: :..:ished history, a fine tradition and an 
. :n portant mission, is in serious financial 
:; ifficulty. 

It isn't obvious just how grave the con­
-: ition is, but it has been a lingering m­
·. css and Dr. Richard Lester, the interim 
, resident now speaks of the situation as 
·critical." 

In medical terms, that could mean 
\ ieharry's survival is threatened. 

I
, · A thoughtful, caring community can 
no longer ignore the questions: by what 

, right does all of the tax money available 
for services provided General and Vet• 
erans go to Vanderbilt? 

And by what logic is Meharry dented 
access to the tax-supported hospitals? 

Whenever this issue has been raised 
in : the past there have been vague 
suggestions that what is involved is not 
equity but "quality of care:• That hints : 
falsely that Meharry is not capable .of . 

sharing in these training positions ~d 
Dr. Lester has been warning the com- still have the hospitals receive quallty 

:n unity publicly that a cure must be care. 
; ::)Und by allowing Meharry to share Meharry Medical College ls an · ac­
'Tieaningfully _ in the physician traini?g credited institution. Its graduates must 
;:> ositi_ons at two public, tax-supported m- ; pass the same national boar_ds exami_na-_ 
sm utions - General and Veterans Ad· i tions and the same licensing require- -
ministration hospitals. ments as Vanderbilt graduates. Along 

All of the physician training positions 
in these two institutions have been given 
in the past to Vanderbilt Medical School. 
Unlike Meharry, Vanderbilt is not in any 
fi nancial difficulty: Last year it cut back 
sharply its care of indigent patients. 
That was a prudent move, but it put a 
burden o:i other community hospitals, 
particularly those supported by taxpay-
ers. 

Vanderbilt. of course, gets millions of 
t..1x dollars annually from its arrange­
ments with General and Veterans hospi­
tals. It also has the tremendous advan­
tage that comes from monopoly control 
over the placement of its young resident 
physicians in these two public hospitals. 
Meharry seeks now to share those bene­
fi ts. 

with Howard University in Washington, 
D. c., Meharry has provided most of the · · 
black doctors in the nation with their 
medical training. It has done so with 
comparatively little support .from the 
Nashville community. 

It also has trained numerous doctors 
who serve in many foreign countries. To 
suggest that it has produced physicians 
whose skills are less than adequate to . 
serve the needs of sick people is a com-_ 
mon_slander. 

• True enough, Meharry, without a 

I 
needed transfusion of public dollars and __ 
access to public hospitals, may lose its_ 
accreditation. . . 

Dr. Lester, who soon will leave 'Nash-
ville, having served his pledged ~nteri~ 
presidency with distinction, is domg this 

In a community with two medical city a favor by raising th~ questi~~ af 
schools, one financially sound and an- ·· Meharry's critical financial cond1t1on. 
other . financially deprived, it would . His prescription for a cure is a formula 
seem obvious that tax dollars ought not that would allow Meharry to share fully 
to be withheld while the school ln trou- in access to the two public hospitals. 
ble strangles and dies. 

lie is not criticizing those who have 
failed to give large personal gifts to 
Meharry. It is one thing for Vanderbilt 
to b~nefit over Meharry from private 

5/4/82 

gifts from persons, estates or f ounda­
tions. The right of personal, private 
choice is not in · question here. But tax 
dollars belong to everybody. Vanderbilt 
should have no preferential right to pub­
lic money or institu_tions. 

_ . Dr. Lester's f oimula for access may 
not be the_ only one that should be con• 

.sidered. __ , __ ~--- - :, :·_-. .. ,_..;.'.•::!:~ ~ .-_.·._· __ :._ -~ .. . -~ . 

: - But his idea .that . Meharry must no 
longer· be dented· a -share of available 
tax dollars and access to public hospitals 
is sound./ ·-- _ · · • -

.:.- • • r:•,-". • ~• • 

Th~ are some who have contended 
that Mebarry has suffered from weak 
administration. It has done the best it 
could, given the burdens that have at­
tended tile pursuit of its mission. But if 
Meharry dies lt won't be because of in­
ternal bleeding. ltwtll be because those 

_ who have a duty to act affirmatively to 
care for the sick and infirm stood. idly 

: by and allowed the patient to expire. 
~That would sbame Hippocrates. ·: 

{5) 
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Meharry Medical College of Nashville 
Fights Vanderbilt for Hospital Rights 

ByREGINALDfflJART patient for each m cllnlc:al-lffel stu. · camebewutlletlntwldtellltbepnm.. . 
s,.clal•'fteNffYwl:Tlma dents. 'Ibat c:omparm with a natlonal dlat'I dike ID _.._.i clecadel. M\a 

NASHVILLE, April 22 - Meharry aftrqeofsixpattentaperltadlnt. of that llleUDa baa faded ID tbe face of 
Medical College, which bu trained al- A n,ceat Meharry "U"f9Y at medical ldl ..... ...i ... --- a ware 
most half the nation's black physicians atudeat access :.c=::- ID b:llpitala fmmelDrM+ony. · 
and dentists, ii waging a battle to sur- lband tbat V . .,_ with a "Wbat we are. pullllbia ■--rt,llt 11111d 
w,e tbatbu led toa cJasb with Vander- smaller medical emol1mmt than Jmt. "Dr.lMllll"ald. ......... PHdHtlW 
blltUntferslty,itsmuchlargerandpre. Meban7, bad eight~ Dine tlmel tbe ,attobelDld.MNUllblrma." ·~- . 
dcm!tnantlywtdtertnlacroatown. namberofJ:tlentsaftilabletoitaam- · .. · _ · - . ._ _ . _ -._ 

Meharry Is reorpnizing at its top ~~---~~ · to·.-:_ · ·. , · 9q;atPnllaAlllmlll •-. 
1eYels and ls ftgbting to keep tbe ~ we IH,AUW •-~ AIM eager - ·.. · .' ' .. · . 
creditatiOD that professtonal scbools ant Mebarry In 81rf reuantble way," Scae-ya..dliblltaappos•--tliln•. -f..rtbat · 
need to attract students.,.. part of this Aid Dr. ROICOe R. RoblDlan. tbe me ...,_ waald 1111t,..,,., nee pride GD 
struggle tbe college ls now insisting praident of medical affa1n at Vander• batb Iida bllal UDC1111 tbe rwna 
after ~ of rebuffs, tbat tt partid: bOt, 'wbole medical scbool wu started Bat ...._.,, bas belD drooon•rc iap 
pate with Vanderbilt 1n the admintstra- 1D 1875 and now bouts a budpC ot DJO IIIPPOft.a:IIIClll llmllml for ill Vetesw· 
ticm of two public bolpttals here. the millian a year and a stat.f of 4,000. ••But Jlalpttal 11D111&. 'De UDltet Necbc 111st 
~ federally owned Veter-am B01- we would hope that a raoh1tklD would Cbarda.wldcbatanetimeblldftMMlal 
pita! and the 226--bed General Hospital not· result in materta1 demap to laDg tlel to VliidwllGI aDd ltill ·c:aatrlbaCes 
onedb)'Nulrrille. . · ' establisbedprograms. · · · , - , to~.-.-s~mcuuauap-

President Reagan bas bee1nsked to · --tbereuenotenougb bona ftdec:Um- . IIOl:,,_"::P°f -· . :; · 
tntet ,won lileban'T• side and 901De. cal beds to support two ICboola tbe me ; 'lbe A otw:t•Htmiar tbe ~ 
of tbo19e bnomd ID the struggle beline of Meban)' and Venderbllt. So tbe ..,,. - d C I ed .'9ople receacJy 
tbat bls respcue may lbow the meas- ltn!SSisalreedylDtbesystem." • - . weld tD.alk P.nale-4 RNpll to lift 
are of bis declaratkm of commitment Meban,-'1 renewed argument to Mebauyra ._.. prompt aU•• 
to historically black lDatttution.1. The abare the bolpltals' operation with Van- And ~ tlda w.k. tbe Jknember 
outcome ot tbe 1tn1g1e, ID the v1ew of derbllt cites the aource of tbe bolpltala' CWct -= ~ . caucua .-.i t1ae . 
tbo9eimohedbere.wtlldetermiDeUle fmm:t.udollan. / . ·. ·_ . . · . . '"'........ . . . . . 
college's future. · . .;._w..waaJda.lAMelmrJ ~ : • -w .... ao ••• dlattbeVecaw 
. 1be Veterans Admmlstratfon · .----. ---r · . - · . 44m"ffl lalkda. ea:dUidte CUilb-:t 
flwned ..ipon MebarrJ"s propose! in a Dr. Leiter' and other Meban)t-.tn- WllhVlludelblltUuhwiiltybur-.dlred 
recent letter to Mebarry'a interim dais alao uaert that access on a put. ID a--. 11.iQaib, ad warb to tile· 
president. Dr. Rlcbard G. Lester. At the mrsblp buis to the two bolpitals would deCrimeal d •:t!cti:rry Medical -Col­
locally oned bospttaJ. dty offidaJs be a major factor ID. ettorta to tum · tece." 1beleaer'fla:D tbe c:aucua lald. 
baftalao beelllea tben fflttRISi•stlc. aromadMebarry, a scbool that bas oper. ,.lt is nat--■--J w twn medlca1 IDIII-

Dr. Dmald.L Custis. cblef medical ated Oil a sboestring for allot.its 108- tatiaD1 IDdoN puaa:lmlty to lbare aae 
director for tbe Vetenms AdmiD1stra- ,-rblatar7. ·- ·. · ·' · ... · ·· · a, --...._ Mmlnlltratian fa. 
tiOD In Wasldngtcm, aid ID bis letter Meharry, wboee ·present emollmeat c:mu..·8111 we ... • nuan Irby two 
tbat tbe ~ cmsJdered affiliation of la better ibaD 30 pen:ent white, DOW en- 'WlbO .. ..... I . IDICUCU lium Ill 
its area baspltlt)s ••• 1oca1 issue and rolls about 10 percent of all blacks CUI'• Nlllmllec:iommt INIIIUltilile tbe v-. 
would feel it Inappropriate to force an nntly , attendtng American medical am Mtri 1 u-..1ac:Wtytbere." .. , 
affiliation on a medical center ua1ess ICbools Minority enrollmeat .at tbe Seeaa- tbe ta1are of ti» medical 
there is a demanstrated need to tm- VanderblltMedlcal Scbool la Jesa.tban 6 lcbool bJ' kmldiDg die Vandemllt mo,. 

• prove patient care through a cbange ID percent. . . . napolJ basllem tlle.focasat Mebarry ID 
' ·affiliation." Dr. Custis saJd that ua1eas Mebarr,-bu acc:umulated a deficit ID ncmt ....,,. . Slit ll lepl&autl mly 
a " dual •ffilwtlon" bad been agreed m:ess of $10 milllan and ii 11111nivlng putoftlawam-llla.lut,-rtol&W 
apan by an puUes. IUCb an arrange. with a $5.5 m.Ulioa Federal distress theODUlllletr•u,ll!!lpeel 
meat "cauld bedisnlpem." · pant from the Departmeat ot Health 1be ac:lllDll wul&arted in 1178 by two 

. _ and Human Semas. It WOllld realize 0TI1 Wa _fftlillaa. me wldte and aae 
VIDdertllltS.,. ldeala •Allnrd' 8e'lerll milliondollan a year if it won a blact.. It lliqbtweD baft failed wttbaat 

Vanderbilt, which bas operated the 
Federal bospital since it WU built adja­
cent to tbe unmntty campus in 1963, 
bas cbaracterlzed the Meharry pro­
posal as absurd and does not ,Wish to 
share affiliation. Its current semce 
c:aotrac:ts with tbe two bospitals yield ~ 
million a year, but more lmportantlJ, 
the cmtracts enable tbe medical 
9Cbool, with an enrollment of 418, to 
place 123 resident pbysidans and 51 fae. 
ulty physidam in hospital pasitiom. 

The only hospital with which. 
Mehany is affiliated. on the other band, 
is its 400-bed teacbtng facility, Hubbard 
Hospital. M put of an ambitious ex­
pansion program. Mebarry's student 
enrollment swelled In tbe last decade to 
the cunmt number of .cal, with 215 In 

. the dental scllool, but tbe number of pe­
tie!ltS entering Hubbard bas fallen ao 
steadily that today it bas less than one 

share of the coatract to Mft the two tbe bdawutfm die ~ ,... of 
bDsp1ta1s. Semael lfiebarr7r a white bl&s1nessmam 

Chief among a myriad of CODCelDS tbe from JDdleM, 111111 Ids four brotMra, 
college ls trying to address in its rec,r. wbo pw tbe ICbool a lf'bstalltlllJ 
gamzatian ls a warning that it maY alP(IUllt fll ~. enabllng comtzac. 
ban Its accreditation smpended this tklD of Its tint baUdtnp Since then, ll 
:,eer. unlea it can sharply increase the bu nlled beaYilym private arma tar 
nmnber of patients its third- and tuoperatlaalDc>11• · 
fwrth.:,ear medical students are able SiDCe die nefperni of Lloyd Elam 
to Bee. A beering before a rmew panel ao pnaldeut a ,-r ago, there bne 
of tbe accrediting groups is acbeduled i.e.. wwwaeraaa .. epMementa at tbe tap 
within a few weeks in Chicago. Meharry 1ffels of die medk:el scbool and balpi­
offldals say a share in the two bospi- tel. Dr. Dnid Salcber. an Atlanta pby­
tals' operation might persuade the ac:- siclu, tam CMS' .July 1 u the medical 
crediting agencies not to place the coUeae'S new ,resklent New members 
medical lcbool an probatiaa this year. far the balpital"a board are being re­

.. I don't thlnt Vandy Is going to leave c:ndted. as are new deem for tbe 
Nas!mlle and we bave no intention of ICboolsof medicine ad dentistry. 
leaYing Nashvllle," said Dr. Lester, a 0esp&t.e tbe appearance of a near dis. 
Hamton pbylldan wbo fawn cowboy aster, Dr. Leller appears canfideat.. 
bats and nd -pendera. A year ago, .. Our tmtttutkia. fs not a faWng lnstitll­
wben Dr: Lester arrtffd to reorganize t:IOD," be dec1and. '-We're rattling the 
tbe school, there was N:SeDtmeot be- cqe and w_e•re~ to break out ofit. .. 
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V. J -iC l·iphs 

.J. •1!'-· . .. - • :~.... . . ~ - . .__ . -

A policy of Nashville's Veteran Meharry th~ ratio is less thaifone : . 
Administration Hospital which patient per student. . : . · · · · ·- \,. _ -_ . 
excludes students of predomi- Further ramifications of the · .. . ' : · 
nately Black, Meharry Medical Meharry crisis involve the futu,:e · _· ~: :->. 
College from practicing at the of Blacks in the medical profes- ·-. · '. 
hospital has precipitated the pos- sion. 40 percent of.all Black doc:-,.- ~:.,~.-:- --
sible loss of accreditation for the tors practicing today are Mehao°Y : · · 
residents training program of the , . graduates, and 10 percer1:t of_ all ··_ 
century-old institution. Black medical students ~ -.now : · · . . 
In an effort' to assist ·the school . enrolled at Meharry. Be~ :,. ~- · ·, _ 

upgrade its· clinical training pro- · · Black physician's .c.irr~ntly._.- ~--··. ~: -:_. 
gram, Congressman Harold Ford , account for only 2.3 percent of all_. . . : , . 
has asked President Reagan and doctors, without Meharry_ -the , . · ... ·: · 
VA director, Robert Nimmo, to numbers would shrink signi6- . - : 
terminate an exclusive ,contract cantiy . in the future: ·5ays Ford. :_: · :~ r -~ 

with predominantly white Van- "the phase-out of any part-ofifs. .- '.~ :'.::;-:1·: 
derbilt University and allow both program would be. a tremendous-. . : \ :,:-· .:-~ 
medical schools equal access to loss:" . . . . .. -· ,; :::_,..~_ -. ·•:y-·:.::--
the VA hospital. "Clearly; there Local graduates are rallying Cl_,' _,.,-.:·."'- :: 
are blatant inequities in the pres~ support of their alma mater; thele. - ·::-..-::~ ·, . 
ent arrangement and they must are some 75 Mernphians ~ Olj~· · : .:,:.. • 
not be allowed to continue at the · the school's alumfli rolls. · -Dr~ :.◄ c.. " :, · : : 

expense of Meharry," said Ford. Clara Brawner, a 1954 graciwJrte.:r·•J-.•:'._ 
. "The VA belongs to the federal currently a family practitioner n-·r -~: :.,._.· -

government and .both of these North .· Memphis, commented. l'·.·,;,>: 
schools should benefit from "The school has been treated 1: • : :. 

health resources' supported by · unfairly, really ignored in the plan-:: ·: ·.c: .-, -
tax dollars." · · ning processes ofkx:al and f~ : · _ ~: · . 
Meharry was recently· cited by government. The dollars . which :: . .: · ·. · 

the Liasion Committee for Me& support this hospital come &om ·· · , · · . 
r:al Education for not providing - all taxpayers and benefits should; ' •. · 
adequate clincal exposure for its · be distributed equitably... Dr. : · ":' ;' · 
medical students - where most Brawner's late father, Dr. ·Jeff. - . 
medical schools have six bed Brawner-, was also ~ , Mehany 
patients per student' enrolled, at alumnus, C@?S of 1926 .• 
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I raining Slots . 
Called Critical 
For Meharry 
ByROBERTSHERBORNE 

Access to physician train­
ing slots at Metro General 
Hospital is critical to the sur· 
vival of Meharry Hospital, 
Dr. Richard Lester, interim 
Meharry president, told the .\ 
Metro Hospital Board last 
n.ight. 

"A share of General. is critical 
to Meharry's health,,. Lester : 
said, in proposing a plan to the 
board under which Meharry and 
the Vanderbilt ·Medical School 
would share equally.faculty posi­
tions and medical student oppor­
tunities at General. 

THE BOARD SENT Lester's 
proposal to its planning commit­
tee for further consideration af • 
ter the Meharry president said: 

"We're not asking for immedi• 
ate parity. Those students from 
Vanderbilt should be protectea 
until they have completed th~i:r 
course work, a~d all existing fac­
ulty ·would be retained. Whal 
we're proposing is a partnership. 
We believe this proposal -is .:!_air ' 
and.equitable." . . .. ... _ 

Meharry's accreditation .. •is . 
currently in jeopardy because its 
students do not have access to 
enough hospital patients ·_and 
thus lack the opportunity : to 
treat them - an intregal pa·rt 
medical education. · 

ASIDE FROM some 72 fourth· 
year Meharry students currently 
doing work at General, Meharry 
must rely on · Hubbard Hospital 
for its student training, and Les­
ter said there are simply n!)t j 
enough pa~ients in Hubbard tr, 
give Meharry students the train-1 
ing they need. . · ' 

Vanderbilt, on the other hand, 
has contracts with both General 
Hospital and the Veteran's Hos­
pital in Nashville to provide pa· 
tient access to its students. 

Lester believes Vanderbilt and 
!v1eharry should share the train· 
mg opportunities at these two 
publicly funded hospitals, and 
told the board he would like to 
see the contract between General 
Hospital and Vanderbilt 
redrawn to . include Meharry as 

· an equal partner. · 

- "I AM convinced that such an 
arrangement would bring praise 
to this community," Lester said 

, after outlining the contribution~ 
that Meharry has made in train­
ing black physicians - over half 
of whom now practicing in this 
country received their education 
at Meharry. ~: 

~-. , . ·-· . . .. . : ___ __ . -·--·---- ~- ,..._ 

Moreover, Lester said that be-
. cause of their backgrounds, 

many Meharry stµdents have 
"special understandings and em­
pathy" for the needs of poor and 
indigent patients who fill many 
of the rooms at General Hospital. 

This "special understanding" 
could be an asset to the treat­
ment of patients at General, he 

William R. Willis 
. "Never turned a deaf ear" 
aaaed, ai ·well as-enh-an;e the un- 1 
derstanding of Vanderbilt stu- · 
dents working side by side with 
the Meharry students. 

FOLLOWING Lester's presen­
tation, board Chairman William 
R. (Bill) Willis said the primary 
concern of the hospital board 
must the treatment of patients at 
G~~~r~l ~o~pital. 

"U m aoing so we can De of 
benefit to the educational pro­
cess, I think this board would be 
happy to accomodate," Willis 
added. . . 

In the past, he said, the hospi­
tal board has done all in its pow­
er to help Meharry and Hubbard 
Hospital, but said he has read re- . 
cently where some people have : 
said the -board is unconcerned 
about Meharry. · _. 

WILLIS THEN ticked off a 
long list of contributions made to 
the medical school, and added· 

"This board has never turn~ a 
deaf ear to Meharry." · 

He noted, however, that the 
-current contract between Gener­
al ·Hospital and Vanderbilt con­
tains an 18-month cancellation 
.clause,. and several board mem­
bers wondered what sort of re­
posnse-. Lest;er had gotten from 

:.. Vanderbilt officials. · · · · · 
· · Lester said he has been assured 
by Vanderbilt administrators 
~~!_they would not object :to a 
- - -- -

chang~. and Lester;s · proposal 
: was sent to the planning commit-; !';;_Off~ ~~dy and discus-

rollowing the meeting, Lester 
. said h~ was encouraged by the 
rece¢1on he had received from 

., !-}le boar~ te_rming it sympathet­
. ic, aid_ adding he . believes the · 

. _ boa~d will ~t .a~ rapidly as possi-
-· ble on the proposal. · · .. 

., Dr• Richard Lester 
We propose a partnership" 

1 

( 8) 
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NAACP, Methodist soard;_. . .· :·~ \" 
_ .. ,. l 

. . ~: -1~ 

Back Meharry Acee~$ Bid';·t·. c:_~ -

·i 

By DAVID GRAHAM . Meharry students and faculty_ _VA 'hospital the -same way they 
National boards of the NAACP have access to Meharry's Hub-_ allow Vanderbilt students,"_ But-

and the United Methodist Church bard Hospital, but Meharry offi• ler said. -,, · · -o.: · -_ · · 
have passed resolutions support~ cials have submitted proposals Lester Yill address ~ -Metro· 
ing Meharry Medical . Co1lege's for gradual sharing of the staff Hospital Board on the matter to-
efforts to gain its students access positions at both hospital; · morrow.: -· .· 0 - ~ 
to Nashville's General and Veter• Eariler this 'month, 'tlie ·Black 
ans Administration hospitals. "IT IS UNFAIR and unreason• CommUJlltr -Forum here ccalled 

• . "We passed the resolution be- able for both of the tax support• for access by Mebarry_,_to.: the 
. cause the situation in Nashville is ed health facilities in Nashville to . General and VA hospitll>& ·. ~-:' . 
totally unfair and intolerable and be controlled by predominantly : The.::..Liaison · Committee on 
the NAACP [National Associa- white Vanderbilt· Medical Medicar Education · ls -·1o meet 
tion for the Advancement of Col• School," the NAACP resolution next .:.month : on· Mehanys ac­
ored People] being a civil -rights passed in Houston April '19 says. ·; credlta.ticm:, - and- i'ecommenda~ 
organization to address the Butier said yesterday that he'. tions fOT probationary status or 
needs of blacks, primarily, be- will Introduce the resolution for ~ a cu~ fn . the class -~ re­
lieves the situation is racially · adoption by the NAACP's nation- portedly :will .be ""consldered. be­
motivated," said Dr. C.H. Butler, ·al convention starting in ~ston ._ cause·orthe_- c:ollege~slac:J(of clin.: 
a member of the NAACP's n., .June 28. ical teaching resources. a;_., .. 
tional board. "I expect it to be adopted by'· · MEHARRY'S_ surgical i'esiden-

. the convention which would give- cy program . m~y · .be closed 1n 
IN A SEPARATE resolution, a lot of P.R. [publicity] in this .June of 1983 unless there is an in­

the General Board of Church and matter;'' Butler wrote in a letter - ·crease in the quantity and varie­
Society of the United Methodist to Meharry President Richard ty of operations performed . by 
Church encourages the adminis- Lester. :'. those in the program. The direc­
trators of General and the VA to The resolution also calls for the · , tor· ·of; the _- ~eharry residency 
"work with Meharry in the reso- NAACP board to send letters to ·: program for eye doctors has rec­
lution of this concern and to in- · Nashville Mayor Richard Fulton; omniended that program be dis­
sure access to medical students, the Metro councilmen, President . continued at the end -of June be­
residents and faculty of Mehar:- Ronald Reagan, members of the cause or a similar lack of access 
ry." U. S. Congress and the VA's to-patienu. . . -<- ::· ' • · 

Vanderbilt controls 88 residen- Washington headquarters. _ -~ · VA officials in .Washington 
cies and 12 faculty positions at · , . have said the issue is a local one. 
the VA and controls 35 residen- ·"AN EQUITABLE solution , - The Methodist Church's gener-

:. cies and 12 faculty positions at would be to allow Meharry stu- .al board passed its resolution iT I 
General. dents access to General and the ·Dallas AJ)1'.:ll 3. ' 

. . . - ·.- ~-- ::... -

(-9) 
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Meharry Staff Access · to City 
. . . 

Hospitals Sought 
By SAUNDRA~ 

The Black Community Forum petitioned local 
1 

and federal officials yesterday to grant Meharry 1 (Continued Fnm Page Oae) :- .·: the continued full functioning of 
Medical College staff positions at tax-supported , tions of the ·· a great institution. Your failure 
hospitals, and said "racial factors" contribute to : current situation ,, sent to Fulton · to respond in this manner will 
Meharry's exclusion from the facilities. and William R. Willis chairman · place thf; service which Meharry 

Spokesman for the Veterans Administration in · of the hospitals board.' -~ renders m je?pa~y." 
Washington and the Metro Board of Hospitals, Willis said Meharry's interim · · · ·" · : . _ . 
however, said race is not involved in the contracts president, Dr. Richard Lester. - · A VA_ spokt:5man said m a tele­
granting Vanderbilt Medidcal School control of all has been invited to discuss his . phonE: mterv1ew yesterday that 
faculty and resident physician posts at the VA and proposals for access to General _- race is not a fac~or in the ag~n­
_General hospitals . . ·. · : . · Hospital at the board's next :.cy's contr~:t with Vander~~lt, 
· '·'IT'S MORE than coincidence that the predomi- meeting, but that there are .. no 8?d ad~ed. - We do h_ave affilla- I 

nantly white institution has all the beds it needs at racial factors involved in the .tions Wi
th blac~ medical schools I 

those hospitals a~d the doors are closed to the contract between General and and schools with large percen-
black institution,_" said the Rev. Kelly Miller Vanderbilt!' · ·tages ofblack students." · . -· 

Mayoral assistant Rich Reibel:- . :- Bob Putnam; · public informa­
Smith, convenor of the Black Community Forum. . ing said Fulton has "always been ,:--.tion officer for the VA's Depart-

Smith said the coalition of black community very receptive to the needs of . ,ment . of Medicine ·and Surgery, 
groups sent Mailgrams yesterday urging local and Meharry," but that it is too soon said Custis wrote Lester this 
federal officials to "bring a swift end to the use of to say what position he will talte ··-week;detailing·his willingness to 
public funds to subsidize the medical education of on the proposal for access _ to · "further discuss_ Meharry's pro--
some citizens to the exclusion of perso_ns who_ are General. · · · · :. ·:· ·, : · < · .-. posal r or access to the VA hospi-
related to Meharry." . · · · _:_· -- --- ·ta} here; but adding that he con-· 

.At a news conference yesterday, Smith cited the : CANCELLATION of the citY-s siders the question ~•a matter toi 
$6.1 ·million contract through which . Vanderbilt I contract with Vanderbilt would be developed locally-·not some­
controls 88 residencies and 12 faculty ·positions at require 18 months' notice. · ~,--·-thing that should be regarded as 
the VA hospital and the $2►8 million contract giv- _ . . · ·· . · -~ · - -- ~ ·.:--requiring a decree from Wash-
ing Vanderbilt 35. residencies and-12 faculty posi- In its M~llgram_to Dr. ponald _ fngton...__"' · . . · ·..: 
tions at General;, · · .. . . , · -· · . . ·. , Custis, chief medical officer -at.1 ~ - ·. , " '" · ~- -'-·• - --1...:.... . _ ~ - . _ .-. 

·· · · · · · · · the Veterans Administr~tion -m · ·' .. l'HIS JS 'not an unusual :cir--
MEHARRY has submitted proposals for gradual , Washington, the Black Commu- -~ -cumstance,-", Putnam said, indi-

sharing of ~e staff positions at both hospitals. · : nity Forum urged acceptance of ~ng-_that .a . number of exclu-
Smith said the Mailgrams to Sens. _Howard : Lester's proposal for Meharry to sive VA contracts exist in citie~ 
.... · ___ · · share staff positions -at the VA. ·_: with more· than <one medicai 

B~ker and Jim Sasser, Hep. Bill Boner, Mayor Medical Center here. school. "A-iot of medical school~ 
· Richard Fulton, the Board of Hospitals and the - ·in America right now are havini 

Veterans Administration were prompted by con- "We submit that racial factors. difficulties, and we don't feel it': 
cern Meharry's accreditation is threatened by in- are involved in the present situa- - · our charge to start formtilatini 
sufficient teaching beds for its medical students. · tion and your favorable .action · our o~rations based on thei1 

The Liaison Committee on Medical Education can go f~r toward correcting a · problems." ... : :,, .. ,. 
(LCME) is scheduled . to meet next month on grievous wrong," the Mailgram _ - ' · .. _ ··:· - - · 
Meharry•s accreditation, and recommendations said. · · · ·u Meharry· can demonstrat. 
for probationary status or a cutback in the class ·• that its inclusion in the VA oper 
sizes reportedly will be considered as responses to "YOUR favorable, decisiye.. · ation would enhance patient car 
the college's lack of clinical teaching resources. _ immediate action on this matter for veterans here, -officials i 

will contribute -significanUy to Washington would be "anxious t 
. "WE CANNOT escape ... the absolute urgency of .. • 
!mmE:diate f~vorable a~~ion on your _part," said 
identical Mailgrams, citing "the racial implica_-

(7) 



., ,- --StaffphotobyBmWelch :. 

Urging Suppo.rt _for Medical Colltig~: __ f-!ri?postiJ.~:-{··1_ 
The Rn. Kelly Miller Smith Sr., left, pastor of First I port of Meharry. Medical Colle9e~1 --~I ·fo~ ; 
Baptist Church Capitol Hill and connnor of the sharing staff positiOIIS at tlM_ Veteraila Allmin•t:; 
Black Community Forum, and the ReY. Paul Callo- tration and ·General llospitafa with Vanclemlt :-.\ 
way, Forum secretary, explain the coalition's sup- Medical SchooL· · _,_··-·-::, :~ - ~-~ ,- .. _.• ·.•·:::; ·~-'~:- :·· . .-:· /; 

. . . . - . . .• . : . ·; --.· .• ,. . - _· • -: ~ . . .. . .-_ ·_t ,..,:..-,=..-= - _-::.a·i_:: - --,• .. - --~l!:"-,j-~:: F 
discuss · it with them further:• ·· when it can be demonstra~ terested .ln._J.he institution_. with-,;~ 
Putnam said. "But if it's simply . that patient care will improve as _thf" 'highest acereditati~n.•_1-_--~; . ~ .r 
the school saying to the VA, 'Hey, ~ · a result. · , · ·· · ~ said yesterday If·would , · 
bail us out; we've got problems,'. .·_ ' ·· · · · . . · ·· · be prematureto'comment oif~e\. I 
we can't solve that." . •. : .·· PUTNAM said his comments VA's mitial response to his 0 pro- .-.: 

· · Putnam said Custis' . response reflect no judgments on the qual• posaJ. since be had nqt received : 
to Lester was "in no way a ref us• · ity of services Meharry could C~ letter:· ·- · . : · · · - · ;:. ' · ;· · 
al to engage in discussions in en- provide, but that "accreditation Lan:y Deters, dir~ ·:.o! ihe·: _­
hancement of the affiliation," should be of interest, too . . If VAMedieaICenterhere,wasouf­
but that VA policy since 1976 has -you're interested in --quality . of of town and ceuld not be.reachecf 
permitted joint contracts only care, you would naturally be ~~ fo1 cumment. -_ .. ..,._ - --

(8) 



MAR? q 1se.2 

~iChdrd G. L~~t~r. ~.r. 
~t"t::il 1 ~~,: 
' ·· · · -r-- .,,..-1·c-.1 r-011---,,,. ~ 't "; ~ - • •• • • t .: . -.:. ... 1C'!,!C" 

1,.: .. .. i ;-;t, :; i-.venv;; • kt1rth 
., .. c,~:;,,-; l li. 9 l~-: 37~d:: 

1n&tt~ s"1u f.,r .,our letter o( ~re•• 15, 1982, regar~in; your propos.1 to 
r-:•.:~~ ir: St.v'1en.ts. fic.ulty •~ i-es1der.t.s .free= Het.ar,.,, •t. th~ S.shY11le 
·• L :i.•r-o h~ :. , . ,i r:i st r .::.1011 1-\t-Ct 1 c.a l Cent ~r. 

: '- is i.t,t: pc11~· cf the O~trt.aef\t of ,iedidn~ •nd Survet"J' 'tllat lediQl 
~'-·•o:1 ir•·-~ ot~e-r 1ft1lia~ion-s ire tc t>~ 4d.er-winea PJ' tSU: ~ of t.aa1: 
if,~; v1:&w:d !!it:Cic.al c~r:~er. l nrve ~e'ivt-w r..o c~iatl~ frc:J ~be­
rit.,,;-1tel 01rector at Hastw11 le tnat patt&:nt care ~ •re not ~h'S; -~ 
ts.;- t!•e cur-rent 1ffi Ha't1on or that ~~rr.,· Ms cietlon,t.r&tec: area$ cf 
~~ .,crti!.e ..,here it ,wl~ b,pr-0¥~ J)lttent ur. through i.,ae &fft11ni011 
•rr•n~eµent~ JOtJ NYt prop°'~C1. 

. . 

iil; ,on~ics~r ~ffil i&tion 110re a loe.1 isswe and woul~ fe,e1 tt taeppr~ri•t.e 
to for,~ •n •ffi l1ti0t": OA • udic..1 c.enu,. u~1es.5 there 1s • df11nct1str~U:.: 
M(.60 to 1=i•rove p&tiNt ure tbrouatt • ~~e 1s. •ff111Atton. T•~ is ao 
inaieat1or. tnat I cau.1 1ffil1•t1on at Nashville would 1a;,f"Oft p&t1ent e&N:. 
Jri c.or,t.r•st, unle:is •~ree-.:! to bJ' al 1 parties, • ""i 1 affil fat.left c.OYlci &ae 
c11sni.-,the ,dtti • neg.t1ve effect GA ·tlle ,et.er•ns be1n~ scrrw!tl •'- ~ · 
IMl•iWil t~ f•~il it;. . 

I Avr>reeittr your Deeds •s •n educ.At1on11 1nst1tuti~ bllt t111S't plac.e t~~­
~~~~ cf tn~ ¥eter~ &l\ead of the eeeus Gt a $pecific 1nst1tllrt10rt •nd 1ts 
r~_wi re:3£nt to ret&ir. a:c.red1 ttticm. 

i-'~ suff W'.>uld be willin; to aeet w1tti 1flkJ to cU~euss .)'our ,..._,~el 1si 
yrc~ier oeto1i to 1n5ure that •1 1 1veiwes of ~,t,at1CNi ~apri1te for 

. · cU~c.uss1or. •1th Centr,l OfH~ htve t.a.?n explore~. 

If furtnt!r 015eusston 1s t"eQu1f"'ed, plN~e ~on,.et or. St.utl~ &aMne, 
33~-53Bl or or. David ~rtnen. lt59-SO~l. 

s 1 nure 1.)'. 

ihJ:.1,L::: L. c~sns , ~.n. 
t.rait-t ·ic~ictl L1ire,1.0r 

cc:· •• kAhane (1068) 
Dr. Worttter. (I~) 
llr. Tncnpson (lOBA3} 
IClbll 



From the desk of 

VICTOR BRAREN, M.D. 
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IVA ditector opposes Meharry plan_ 
;; . ·,' t w !:~ .,,,. 

._,1.,. •.,; 1 "1 

·-;- By Bill Snyder 
. Banner Medical Wrtter 

currently are dominated by Van- establish · formal affiliations in 
derbilt faculty and resident doc- surgery, medicine and family 
tors under a longstanding agree- practice. 

;~· • 'Despite a: desire to help Mehar- ment. "We'd be interested in . Vander-
~edical College, the director of Dr. Robert Graham, head of the bilt's participation too,'' be said. 
:· -'th~ Nashville Veterans Adminis- task force and an official with the Robert Trimble, administrator 
; ~ tration Medical Center said Fri- U.S. Department of Health and of Madison Hospital, said a bospi-
( d'ay:he could.not support dividing Human Services, said no conclu- tal committee was scheduled to 
i Jbe 'hospital's medical staff be- sions were reached during the discuss next week "the possibility 
~ j __ween M~barry and Vanderbilt two-day "fact-finding" tour, but of affiliations . with medical 
"!"'-Medical SchooL . .. - , , , . said he was aware of the problems schools." 
:;;::·•1u. would _be very disruptive,'' of dual medical school affiliations. "We think we are getting close 
:;='.said'.'Larry Deters, director of the "Th·ey are significant," he said. to the point where we could have a 
~,:.r;ashville VA, adding that he was : "They deserve attention. But they meaningful program" to train res-
;tco~erned about the impact two are overcomable." idents in -surgery and medicine at 
•~ chools would have on the high . Meanwhile, officials of several the 302-bed hospital, Trimble said. 
;---- · quality care now being provided in'. private hospitals in Nashville ex-~: . . Dr. Thomas Frist Jr., president 
-;... 'the'hospital. . . ·-1 ,, "': ,, .. .. 11'.; ,, pressed a willingness to . form , of Hospital Corporation of Ameri-
J ~ ~ters voiced his concerns to a~eements to train residents with ,, ca, said the corporation's five 
,..; members of a federal task force either Meharry or Vanderbilt. Nashville-area hospitals would be ~;/ri, ,,-. 
i~,.who were in Nashville Thursday:,~-~ Womack Rucker , Jr., adminis- willing to consider affiliating with 

\ 
~ ::·::.:· il 
\ 

) 
\ 

{ 
l 

t' lfid; Friday to study Meharry's . trator of 50-bed Riverside Adven- the two medical schools "if Van-· 
!,' : proposal to gain access to the VA .:: · tist Hospital, said he planned to derbilt and Meharry were to ap- ~ . 

:;-~~44to;;it:J/j_~-;i.. 1 
• hospital; Medical -staff positions • .. ask Meharry later this summer to proach the community hospitals." . ~].+:~ 

~~-.-t/!~~--./~~f-.~~-?~~-~~t_·.-_t _::1l~~t _ _. __ ~ ~----..6!.~ '!.:.... J..· • ,·.:ie!'!......d.:.:;._ ,··-~-=--=~_, ... " . t . ,·.- .... .. ·-. , .. • , .... .., - · • ~ ... .... _•:. • 
r ·•·i ~- •• ~-' ...,·----'----~--~~•t· .. ,L, .it~~/ f .. -;~4'· ~ •. .· .... ,._ -

~~~----'-- ____ ......,__ii..:. ; ' ' . :--: _.:.___:....:!_j__. 

. , __ 

' . , --:: · 
_-.,.·, •· .::· 

·: .. · . .: -~- ;: ,. .. .. .. . . . ... 
··. -<:-·· '·~ ... ·· ·•,_.,) ~'"-~:~· ... - .· :_:=.~ •;: ,: .·t:~·--;--•.:.~f~~~~ ·, . 

; ,. _ ·.· 
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~Butherford Y,A maJb8-key -:,; 
to plan for Meh8rry SCCess ·{ -

.. 1/,.. • • • ' ' - ~ " ·-:;··. -. •• 'i_, :·;. ~(t '·,;' . ·,. ·-:. :'. ,,_' . . . 
· · By Bill Snydar ·;: · , ,.,. •.' .. ', . 'director and a · HHS official, de- lng with .the . task force members 
- Bann'erMedica1 Writer · - clined to speculate on the role of late yesterday . . 

A 722 bed t h ·ta1 · · the . Murfreesboro hospital, but ·. However, - Vanderbilt officials 
- ve erans ospi m • -said, "I don't . want to leave any 

. Murfreesboro may be the linchpin · < stone unturned." previously have expressed con-
in -a proposal that would share · - cern that there are not enough 

. teaching beds in the Midstate's i,- · Ho~ever,. Homer Montgomery, teaching beds in Nashville to sup- 1 

· tax-supported hospitals between ·.,_ .. associate drrector of the Mur- port both medical schools. · :, ( 
. Meharry . Medical College and ·, :f~eesboro VA, e~pressed reserva- , , . 
: Vanderbilt Medical School. •. bons a~ut havmg doctors frol!l "Vanderbilt. gave its feeling for . 

,-- •. , . . . -~ :, . , ·. • two medical schools on the medi- what sort of arrangements were 
Members of a federal task force . · · cal staff, as bas the . VA adminis- workable and what would provide 

, held . separate "brainstorming" ,· tration in Washington. . . difficulties," Graham said after 
-:.sessions with leaders from both , '.: . ·· "It's my feeling that single affil- . · the meeting. "·· , . 
_. _medi~ schools on Thursday to . iations work best," he said. . ; · "I bad the sense they are· com-
_4iscu.ss_: Meharry's proposal for Currently six residents and nine mitted to finding a solution," he 

. gaining equal access to the medi- · · faculty members from Meharry ·· said. "I did not sense they feel any 
-~ cal:staff at the Nashville Veterans ) practice at the Murfreesboro VA, change is a loss." ., .. 
. Administration hospital. · t · :/~which provides psychiatric, medi- · Earlier Thursday,' Lester said 

. While the sessions produced no ' · cal and long-term care . to veter- Meharry is pursuing "additional 
~ recommendations, they resulted · ans. , · · · · · . · alternatives," including develop- · 

. : in-one possible solution - expand- --: .:; Hospital Administrator · Robert ing affiliations with private hospi-
.ing the veterans hospital in Mur- . Pepiot has expressed a desire to taJ.s in Nashville. ,;; . . ' 

'. fteesboro and bringing in doctors ·: ··establish · a 100-bed acute-care · 
. from Vanderbilt and Meharry. . .. ·e \mit at 'the hospital and increase .. :·va~derbilt residents currently 

. "It can be part of a system that · the number of paid staff positions train at St. Thomas and Baptist 
. ,· · can inyolve both medical schools," , for residents. · hospitals in addition to the univer-

. · said interim Meharry President . • ,; . Pepiot and Montgomery . today sity hospi~l, Metro General and 
-. Dr; Richard Lester, after a three- · discussed the proposed 100-bed the Nashville VA. But Meharry 

~· hour meeting with four task force . · unit today during a meeting with· resid~n~ are llmited.,to Hubbard 
. members from the VA and the ,•·task force members but came to _Hospital, the Murfreesboro VA 

_ , U.S . .. Department of H~lth and · no conclusions. :. ·. · . · .. _and hospitals as far away as Balti-
Human Services. · . . t . .; , At Vanderbilt, Dr. Roscoe Rob- tnore, Md. · .- . ~ · •. 

! "I'd look forward to that," tes- ·~ inson, vice president for medical · ·.. Lester said he remained con-
. I ter said. "But it's not a substitute affairs, and Dr. John Chapman, vinced "we will see the resolution 
t . for (sharing) the Nashville VA." · dean of the medical school declin- of these issues in the best interest 

· t. ·. Dr. Robert Graham, task force ed to comment about their meet- of both institutions." 



Dear Colleague: 

Congrt~~ of tf}t llniteb ~tatti 
J,ouie of l\epresentatibe• 

lllu'f,fngton, a.~. 20515 
May 6, 1982 

If you have not already done so, we would like to urge you to join us · in 
cosponsoring either of two identical pieces of legislation (H.R.748/H.R. 
1331) which would grant our Nation's veterans the opportunity of seeking 
court review of claims rulings by the Veterans' Administration (VA). Nine­
ty members of the House h~ve already cosponsored one or the other of these 
b:lls (see reverse for list of cosponsors). This legislation is identicel 
to S.330, which passed the Senate unanimously in the 96th Congress. 

Only last week, the Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee again favorably re­
ported judicial review legislation (S.349) and, again, there was no dissent ­
ing voice. 

Judicial review of administrative decisions by the VA is one of the out­
standing issues on the legislative agendas of most veterans' organization~ 
today. Unlike virtually any other petitioner before a federal agency, t~e 
veteran who questions the merit and legality of an administrative ruling 
'!,y the VA is denied recourse to the courts. The rationale behind this is 
th2t the claims procedures of the VA are non-adversary in nature, but the 
bottom line for the veteran is that he has nowhere to turn to protest an 
unfair or arbitrary decision. 

Due process under law is a right which our Nation's war veterans fought to 
protect. It is ironic that they are today denied that very right. 

To cosponsor this legislation, or for more information, please call either 
Roberta Haeberle at x53072, or Nancy Artz at x53231. 

Sincerely, 

-



,,. ,., 

COSPONSORS OF H.R.748 AND/OR H.R.1331 

Akaka 
Albosta 
Applegate 
Atkinson 
Bailey 
Bevill 
Bingham 
Bonior 
Bowen 
Brodhead 
Burton, John 
Burton, Phillip 
Chisolm 
Clay 
Conyers 
Corrada 
Coyne, James 
Crockett 
Danielson 
D'Amours 
Daschle 
Daub 
Davis 
de la Garza 
·nellums 
de Lugo 
Donnelly 
Dornan 
Downey · 
Dwyer 
Dyson 
Eckart 
Edgar 
Erdahl 
Fazio 
Ferraro 
Ford, William 
Frank 
Gejdenson 
Glickman 
Guarini 
Hansen, George 
Horton 
Hughes 
Jeffords 

Kastenmeier 
Kildee 
Kogovsek 
Lagomarsino 
Leach 
Lehman 
Levitas 
Long, Clarence 
Lowry 
Lundine 
Mccloskey 
McKinney 
Marlenee 
Mikulski 
Miller, George 
Mineta 
Mitchell, Parren 
Moffett 
Mottl 
Murphy 
Neal 
Oberstar 
Ottinger 
Panetta 
Pepper 
Ratchford 
Rosenthal 
Scheuer 
Schroeder 
Stark 
Stokes 
Studds 
Sunia 
Synar 
Tauke 
Vento -
Weaver 
Weber, Vin 
Weiss 
Whitehurst 
Williams, Pat 
Wirth 
Wolpe 
Won Pat 
Yatron 
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~ Veterans , 
Administration) 

March 17, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 

Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

SUBJECT: Editorial Opinion on VA Issues 

Washington, D.C. 20420 

The attached is a representative sample of op1n1on surrounding the 
VA's reexamination of its medical construction program and the issue 
of the aging veteran . Due to the political ramifications I wanted 
you to have this information. 

~-~ 
OCH AN 

Associate e uty Administrator 
for Congressional and Public Affairs 

Attachments 



SO URCE 

THE EVENING TIMES 
C I TY ANO STAIE 

,-msT PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 
OA"l"E O ~ P U l3 1.. . 

JANUARY 11, 1982 

limit the veter~~S!~. 
( • • ·_ .~: • • ~ .... · . :: • • ✓ • - : -;.: . · · · • ' : • • . 0-:: ~~~ . 

::/.-,J.f.ree_1i·,medica I ~: ✓ca riet:·: 
·:::c_:{f J;~;r·.~~t ,_. :-:r.':. '.:.:>-·: -~ .-_·:t_· .. · , ,. · ·· · · · •_:_ .:-.-tf?~ · 
· ;_· ·veterans Administrator Robert Nimmo says that th~jgovern­
ment has no ·realistic choice , but to stop automaticallf?offering 
·unlimited free medical care to any veteran over 65 who asks for it. 
His grasp of realism includes awareness that veterans org~tj~ns 
will ;howl at the .mere suggestion of such a cut. · · •.: :-:· ~.;c,!:-

'The key word here is realistic; long overdue for redefiniti,on: For 
_too long it has meant that Congress couldn't realistically be expected 
to stand up to · the< veter.ans' lobi;1y ;:and,:; hence;- anything·. Uie , vets 
.wanted, they 'were likely-to get.:~~:~ ,~;)<~-::a·• :.;:.- · . -;....q_~·; ,., 

·But realism bas some other, · more important, aspects. · What 
Nimmo refers to is the fact that, besides those eligible for sweeping 
benefits already, 12 million World War Il veterans will soon be 

:r-. cligible1'1tldw.~12rrent<la". , Realisticall, .t:hi:s s<lperi-e~t 
/ program'could~banknipt, the.· government.~; ,. . · -· ·· 4 -~!":, , 

., . ~ • . . -..i'-• - - +. 

Realistically, there is Jittle, Oif any; need for the care: Most 
veterans made a sul.-cessful transition to civilian life, and most are 

· financially sound and, able to pay for their · -own health care or 
insurance. There is no longer any magic in . the number 65 - if there 
ever was. Mandatory retirement has been elevated to 70, and persons 

· ·who choose ,to work until that point usually· have health insurance 
where they ·work. For those who ·elect to retire at 65, there is 
Medicare. Should the ill-conceived., politically inspired., short-sighted. 
program . ~ . <iiscontinued, _ r_ealistically, , few ~ould be . noti_ceably 
-harmed. -- ">~.n:.-.-.-~-; ·'.g!_ :,·?: ·" ··.,·f:-...~·r~:rF<.•-,. ~~ ~~1 . . -.. , . ...... .-.-. ~-- ;:--./,·;:·-:;~~ 

· Veterans have no' call on taxpayers for medical help for the 
. broad range of -ailments which have nothing to do· with their · brief 
· duty .tours .in the military service. The taxpayers and their govern­
ment did. not.cause ~e ailments; they have no responsibility'for,the 
remedy. :- :>:,.:- ~- ":~<r~---... ~-··., ·; -.-,. ·. · · ' r/::-:·•:~--~· · -

The rea).istic answer to this real problem is s·talwart action by 
~-Congr~s to abolish a program which should never have been ~titut-
~ ~d;~:~,~- · -: ! - :·~~-: ·:_~~ ·- -~ -_·- · . • - .· . ·:_ :~ .. .- -:~_- -: · - ~i:~!1:;\;_~ ~· -, 
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6 Tuesday, January 12, 1982 

, @maha <fillorld--]3ei;a1d 

Editorial-Page- ~.~~.,~~ 
- :llnsigned art.ides are the opm1on.of ~ .:.World-Hera!d, _ .. - _.., 

ell ~ F,&Healih Ca;~After.,.65~~-~:--.. ~:-t p: ;:~;;~i-;-_, ~. -
~ -~ ·· 'ii_~, . Ajr1?~~~aAi;j/,~:._i - ; tl~;:;i·y,~{,f·~ ~;,-_.;:· 
~ ! '.: :.·;'~_ff'½!~-. ~~Ct~.,-fi¼~BlOf.: : ":1 

>- · · The clock keeps·~ckin,g _in 11)~>: _grow'01der-_m"'ffie ~~a~:.as 
'"" Veterans Administration •· :- , .... ~--~ •· -0ther-Amencans. - \ ~-0---.4~,--:,_: . , 

"' .. ~ 
Cll c 

.c 
Cll 
E 

0 

~ '. / !}1e time is di:3-wing ~ear wllen:~-, _Th~questions n_o~ar~~:.Si_mply, 
~ , the_;~t of .medical :care for;·the.~-.because~~~UJ>enod .1n: ~~1f~rm 
..., •<:Ountry',5 ·::termer servicemen:;wiH 1 · nearly-half ;&.century ago, "l:S lt_ngbt-

take a tterriendous jump. · ·~:·;:_:·:<'' 'that taxpayers should pay 4or. ;;the 
, .. J-.This .is because -0f a pro~ion .in medi~ ~ of those -ex-service­

. the law whii:h;offe~ veterans"'free;--memntheir~l~s.ge;1 .. 1- ~; . 
no-strin~_medicat --:care after they ..... ::.. Or 11oes:--:the•_;-g~ernmenL,sti!J 
passtheageof65. · ·:· - · • :. : haveamoralnbhgatton·ofthatcah- . 

. ..:J"here._are now cabout"'J.3 -rhillion ber to those yeterans who defended 
veterans over·that-age~Eut the b,ig . . thelr.co~try?_ .. - ~ . _; · ; . · 
wave of World War II servicemen - , ·ne issue of free .medical care 
whose_ average age is now _past 61 ~ -~'fur -pa.st-65 veterans-will ·have-: to be. 
,isabouitoarrive.J :~ ":: - - .:· ·=-\ .':: -resolved by the Congress:-and: the 
!,P.~~~~w~bout~.4 µilllt~~ ~~~~~-- -~~l~. ·~:--~~ing . 
lwho serveqmthat~ar.and lollow--~~ffis .. ; J-::½~..--;.- ,~~11~~·-:.--t- .:·•. 

~;~~.-~~~~~7~~~Wl~t~~~~L_J:~i'!~_;~it~1' 
l~=~i!!~4~~~~~~=i=~~en~=:l~ 
~~qt;may })av~ to .p~t soIP.e:.r;e-: ,,-;_recen .. h~lSUC:Ceeded:ln·kil.lmg·~_pro-· · tri ti -, __ · - ~ r ·bu· ·1 -~1ree · ! ~J . · 
ts ~ . ~ :&nzJk!?!w.,½lY, t ,f!~.~_u -J!i posal :to .limi_ooutP.atient ~ttn~~t '. 
~erv1~: :i:.ia•_.-~--~- - s: .· . • ,,. __ . _ ,.. . •.::.,~;;;~; ... ..; · ;£or-non-service connected idisab1h­L ' .. ... ·,•-·.-- u' •.~-<-,.- ·N ·- . .. . · - ·~r··· -, tiestoveteranswhoarepoor . .... 
\ · No specific plan has been pro-. But there must be .a :common 
/posed . . ;But no-cost care has · beeff · sense solution. .- · - .- · 
;questioned for those who served · · · ' Fairness calls for continuing to 
10nly a few months, those who .can help .those veterahs .~whose lives-:----­
,afford to pay or those whose medi- ·have been permanently distoned I 
-~l problems were.not service-con- bythewars. · - _ . -_j.--­
.nected. ·· -~ -~ •~ · .\ -·• · . : - ·· · ~··----· :. · .. ---~ Falrness also calls for not bur- v 1 \. . __ , 

Simply because the costs are be- dening1 the taxpayer with unn~es- 1 

:coming so burdensome, some cur- sary costs. 
a.ailment is inevitable, accordiQg ''to Certainly a formula . can be~ 
l:Nimmo. , The ,-VA -budget ·--is now -worked out that wou_ld meet those __ 
~early $25 billion -and it .supervises · criteria. . .· , 
the nation's biggest tiealth care de- This is something ·that should--! 
livery system. have been done long ago. Some vet- - ! 

It has been 40 years. since the erans have been making retirement __ : 
young men of the 1940s went ·off to plans based on free .medical care. 1 

fight the Germans and the Japa- Changes in the rules of the game so­
nese. For all, it-was a traumatic dis- late in their . lives could · also ·be - -
roption of their lives, but in varying unfair-to them. - • 
~egrees. 1 

· - · Still, it seems apparent that L _y 
· Most of them returned to get_ . some changes_ must be made. And I ✓ i 
jobs, raise families, pay truces and the VA clock keeps ticking. r I~ 

· • I v;, 1· 11 .i.i.>.n I 



-- -. ~-
-· ..... -·-. . 

VA _b-ud ·· et - _ 
• . ••._N - • • .. ,:,::. ;__ •: g ,• ., •. '.-• . 
like .. othe~s,, -.,~~ ~,,". 
·. riiiiSt]ie c'i1f~iL~I 

~·\t.:;;~i;;tr~-;~;~,;; t ·.:i:~-:::-· . . en~::,,;; .. .-__ 2~>;;;.: 
.- Robert Nimmo, head of the Veterans_ 

~=~am1rustratfon71sr·fri-..;,.tlie~m-"angeposition' 
of being a gove~e.n_! .~e?~Y::~~=\~hc? . 
·would like.to ha~~~l?~~~~~edt?>~! : , 
can-i get the supporf he needs to get the i 

- ·jobJd~e;. ~tf\:·_-~ .fJ:~; ---'~-~~- . 
:':'. ~i,r'examplefNimmo"h ln:'.fa~~ of mod• 
· "1fyfng''or ·resclnding the vA·-pollc·f·of pro-
;- ;!1~-~e medical .~~ ¥.>c~ ¥eterans 

:.Pver ~the age of 65, regar~ess -of need or 
:: 11~.n~_!l~,.~f __ SE:~ce. '!be.~:tr~~ .-~~ · P.?.11<:~1 

. _· cove"5 ··any llhiess, .. _whe_~~! _-s~_~ce•C<?~: -
~ :, ~.:. .:. ..... ..: .. ~ -.... ·-· ·. ~ ............ L. . - .., __ .._. --- ~--~ . - ... 

nected or:not. _ · ,.~:::.:: L:: 

; ::r:,But;ffimmoia.1d be knew:any:~~e~pt,to ~ , 
:~~~5~~jia:Jfo.>~g-~§~4JJ°~~~~~ 1 
,~ressure\frommational.~eterans -~ae.-_·; 
~ ti''-"::<'J4Aua ci',;_ . .i._ ss+=,i.e~sila~~:would"_:l>e'' , 
~iilm~:i«>~:~t~~any~;turtailmenfZJOf?. 
i:~h a.1th. rogr~·- ._. ·'a.ms 1f.the:vetera.ns-organiza~::~ : e "" . . . . . .......,, .,.e, . . -= ···· - ·•-t ~Ht~# .. ,. ~'Lfl..r.-7"_: ~ ~!-nilt.Jt~~J"'~> ~ .,e,,...o ·-.. -.1.!-..-:':'-"-

. ,,ti0ll8:iJ>rotesC.iltif::... r,,-r. --;°6'~m~'~ft!!~::- ;/'.t~"i,,-rtf 

.. ::;I!ilie.survivors o! World:W.ar.Il, -the Kore-:· 
· ·an·: <ionfllct 'and -th~ 'Vietnam :.War are·: 

citizens and ta.xpayers_!lrst; .:veterans sec~ . 
· :-ond. ·And they~should view.with calculating­

eyes' '. simie of :the expensive and .rapidly_ 
growing .. :vetera.ns benefits that are being: 

· ·:doled out. today. · · · · · · · · · 
The VA budget is currently almost $25 

.-:- billion . annwi.ny. It has doubled -0ver the · 
~:~'j,ast_J~ight, Y.~u.s. Nim~o_ ackn~wledges: 
' ·that his b1.1:dgetwill .grqw "tremendously": -

if the 12.4 mllllon veterans of World War · 
n and the · Korean War vets right behind'. 
them rem ain ·eligible for ·free treatment at· 

· age 65. . . . : : . _· · ·· · · ·· 
That free care will become increasingly 

· attractive as charges for Medicare hospi• 
, tal insurance -continue to increase, along 

with all other health ca.re costs. 
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·some modification of the fr-ee care policy ~ 
J~; :O.bf.!9~jy :·ni~d~ct_)~f lt!it ~ ,9ff 
-~'.~li_gibllity __ ;1P.ust be .r~~~ ~p -~T.~ _-_ .· 
~sn'ould ~e~~ef~~ ~n~1y·~ :h~;nj~~. 
~i'hnlteo "tfii.\taiicia.1 meana. .Xn,-'we11 will run --- ) 
• dry if it ls pump~d t~"Jl~YF,YJt-: ;; ✓/ ._.-· ­

m111:1Tlie un1ie,1:states1s monfieiier~i2lts~ . 
~ ~eterans than any }other 3C<>unb:y m ·the· · 
i::?.world. :Tbey 'have goverm:rient,3ob~er.; : · 
I :~enc'e", -·generous . disability ~-_pensions -~:~d 
· :educational ·benefits that-add up to billions~ _ 

. It is onlyright that those who risk·their 
-· ·lives . to def end _their country should be 
- "Tewarded. : -· ~ -·- · -- - - · · · 

~ . -
But the hard truth is there are limits to 

. -
the financial burden that can be sustained. 
There ·is general agreement that govern• 

: . ment costs must be brought under control 
That will never be accomplished until all 
those who benefit from federal generosity 
-are · willing to accept a little less. · _. -

If they will, the result will be reduced .· 
federal spending, an evenp,ial end to feder• 
a.l deficits, more tax reductions -and all 
Americans will be better served. · · 
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-r~i, e t,.~r ~ r'- {ci ran, ft/n en t . 
nee"dS ~re·c5ssessing · 
. ' ;,) 

The way public money bas been -shoveled out in recent .years, 
you'dthinkth~ ;public_pµrse had no bottom. Now that we:realize 
there is indeed_abottom; some of the corrective adion proposed is · 
bound to dra~· screams· of protest; :/·

0 
• • ,; ;:;.;<-. . . ·_.· · · -

--Jl:~11:.~~e~~l:~:~t1ht i~=~ ,~~ -
IIiinistra tion; aria he: s beginning:to-feel a bit of beat. _:~ ·\ . · · 

\ j~~ex=:~.~~~1b!~c!~~~:n ~':;!~'fo~ 
former members of .thE(armedforces who incurred disabilities as 

_ a result of'~ei(~erpc,e, and :tct provide_ m~cal attention for · · 
i. -veterans w@.i ~ervi~onnected ailm_ents: : -~_;if-4c:::" ; ·< · . - - · • ( • -/. ~ 
i · ·; Along the}line, ·a · generous · Congress expanded that ID1SS1on -: 
;:-somewhat, prodd~q by the _leadership of veteqms' organizations. ~ 
F' .With ·vA hospita1s .all:over :the country, -and~th some ;hospital .. , -
· · beds empty, these \ institutions were opened -on a . "space 

available" basis to v.eterans who needed medical care for con-
. ditions not related to--service and who lacked ,either funds or1n­
surance to pay-for.it elsewhere. A simple declaration of need was 
-~ that was 'f"equired,to _obtain,;Bdroission.::Alogical ,extension, _ 

·. ~argtlablyf.:of '~ppreclation:'for:~mce '·--:-:-~ough ~there--have.~:: 

~}~~~=n~~~~ita~~~d~~~~ i 
· ~ tiieservi~niiecfieacisesbemfiaken·~~;yeterani'oiice"?! · 
:.:.J~ey ~~ch~~- __ en_J'-a __ ge,::wi~_~ii!~ ,even_ aslgngijl_·u_~~ll!-a __ bo_ ut c.r:. 

need,much1essr.¢9uirlngproo~~ ~-~ :: .. ; _.:_ '~~--,$~~~~~~-•, · · '- ,., ·. 

:t£flm' :·~iroron"'s-~gen~~.now f1ia~~fb~l1g ·. ,,.~~ufon~:;ear~ . : 
•::~ce whaf it~~ignt years~o;f':lle.j~iothing~b~ trouble ·: 

_- :ahead. . · .-.. ··. · -~ ·~. --, ·-~=!··~-:.; -_-~ ~t- _ _. .. ~~~~:_;~ -~f~~·~~~- ·_ - -~. -~ ~ 

. :The average-World-War II veteran is n~w-,over -ol. "In a few 
· years, there will be not 3."3 million veterans over 65, but 14·million. 
Every one of them will be eligible for VA medical care, even those 
who served only a few months, even those whose ailments are in 
no way service-<!onnected, even those who could get outside 
treatment under Medicare, even _ those with ample means to 
finance their own treatment. ___ _____ _ _-. · _____ __ :. 
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]/Ilie t~ tighten ·•·· .· 
up J~e.,~~trJng~ ~. ' '. 

T HE WA Y._public monef'ha·s-beeri shoveled out in recent 
_years, you~ think the public purse .had no bottom. Now 

that we ,.realiz ' -there 0:is Jnd"eed a b_ottoni;-~:some of the 
c·orrectiv,f:actfon ·propose_cf·1s _·1>ou.nd i;q~~ --screams ··(!f . . 
protest:) ~

1

7/;;i·l· i .. :/;~~:~r:rr: ~- ~ . .: -'-::lt~_- _'. . . . _. 
-· .-Ro?E:~!~i:mmQ;-:' o •used.to_:Tepresen(tb.is_.~ct in the .. 

. · Califo.~?_:S.~te~~Js -o~~derit · Rea,_.gaii'$~ilief of ;the · 
. Veterahs;Aat.niriistratioii;~ifbe's"begummg-:to'feel a bit:ot 

heat.--~~~ -~.: .. . - .... ~:~~~~~-.;~;. ~~ i.~?. ~-:~~'.&-5~-~ ~~<-. ---~~-·:- ·i :-.. ~--- .. 
.\~-~~-~~t~:_~~tra~~~~Jtiozf{Ji~~~~pecifi~-and·:. 
· -J~1ed :Ip.ISSlOn ~ to admiriisier-::~ -cq,mpensaJion program • 
for former '. members of the . armed ' lorces ~-who incurred . 
disabilities·~:as·:.a; result . m_--their~se"-1ce,-:_;and .to . provide· -_. 

m~£~ :#~~!i~~~~(\Y_ ete_ra#$j~fr,1 ~ ~~~~~~~d ~~:: 
ments._. ·· -· ·;. ---: ·- ·-· :- ·. ~- - . · ~--.- .· ~ ~::. -> .,,_ · :.· ·· · 

_Along ' itiie --:line, . .a ~eher:ous ~--congress : expanded that 
. mission somewhat, proddea -by the leadership :Of _veterans' 

. ·. o:ga~~~a'"tiC!~--~~~ti.i -YA ~-h~sp~~ -:~ q~~r: ~tbe{co~try, and : 
- . with ;-some :-hosp1tal ._,beds ··empty;,;._ th~e\:in5t:itutions ;were 

· · .- :_ . . · ):~pened:an a"~.,space",availabfe-,~"basis -ta:i_eterans ·:who :.needect: 
· : ~;-:; ::~~~~-~~~,;c.,:;:t·~fimei;n,~ ~ 1ifof~nrut16~ ~~ilit~~e~:middw110~! 

_., ._, " --:-s.;;,..•~~f•f -;: ,-:,..; ~dt°~-C~-• ··=~ ··••.,.-~~"~"'•-:?~c;,.--.;,,·,...:a:~hto• ·- ~f~ffl· .._...,_., . . ..,~,'%1> 

.··. ""'2•·1/t . . -;d~b~•giij'jillJty;_:~:11!~ ~~~-71i1 
. -•-··'-'- -. - .. ,- -~~,ti~~- t. . - . .. --~-i.-sam. ~natien. !--!-l~ ;t::.?.'-~;t::i:-_·-~,.;:1..~ -< ·-,.:.1 

. '. · -: ? _}_:_-,_~·•· . - -. ~ce'Wortcf W~rfil:,ij;fie~K~ :ut ffiaticaif'•;achfilttea"F'_ . 
·-· · -· · --~~t6'._.lbe~~rvi&;;conhectea, ~~·ses~:1efuf~~el~1irsi ~~~Qi 

~veterans-orice'~ey: ·reach ··retireme~l:- age; w_ithout----eyen 
.. ·: asking-'1:1uestioris about need, much less·requiring,>¥.&>f.--: ~: . 

·· ,, Mr. Nimmo's ·agency now has 'a budget .of $25 -billion;-a 
year, twice what .it was eightyears·ago . .f!Efse~_:nothini .but 

- tr~ubl~:ahead.:r :../ •··:·:. -_··. Y·
0
a•~- ·.. . · ~ -· - · :t i. · . . · · ·. ·· 
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. , . . ·• ····-:·,-=--··-·····---·--~---·- ·, ·. i . . ~.) :~ Ti.:~:~1-?·.-)~::-; ,· :. ,·/i(/;,,:};;_>) .. 'f;;~ .-·:·.-~.-:-_;i ,/ ... F-:·~-;~':T,y.~"jl'.h~nr r- . : -i;1 . b-· .. · . I ' i • ·tjf. .. -:_l~;_'.iit -·- ji•hl,~ .. ~~_:(11 ?·· i~ :··)·_-_.~,i1e"_,,,'.~ f,~~ :; Veter:ans·' en~f• -~ --':;l :. ·~nJH -es·sor:rsi~ .• . · . I~, , , ~ ·.~: Ji~ •1 
~ . ) , ., /<~ : 'Ii !.,,; i,!•-. · .. , , ··,: :- J.iil r-ct: ~ . v GV=> A-o rva ., · · · ,!/: ,: .. · - ::i.:r,;F _.';, \!~~-~~ ,11.ti;~~\n·-~,\ .:~!lih:~i~·~h!i~{ ·/ / t:Ni,:; ··J:_:h~q•_:.~\tittw1Wtl ,., ,, . . , , ·' \ ·: : ·;, , 1 I· . · r.' , .,.,· , lfl •., .. ~. ,, , . , ,, .,, ,, _. L ... r , .. .. . . , .... ~ ,i .-.·,hft '· ,,.., .. ,r,._:, t,\' 

-~ , ., l • k . z. , t'I • • ;i , . 1 . . ~· . . , ,. :r , . · . .,. _ ,' · ~,1,, • •· ' · . • ·. , 1 . ~ - ,,, 1. 117 , , . :~ There are two_ lesson, to be learned fr<>m th~ ... .. ._1 ,;M ii;: , i\ .-:: ,_ .. 

1
. ;: qt;: : .• · ,1~1r,. , i) __ ,-;:. );·.·'i J,1.1~11 'i, :_h~ J-,._, .rlHii/, .··, :i ,r,J .9,,_11~, .. ' ~QWi?,-. 

:: coming str_uggle o~~r · medical beneflts·.-,te~!:l I ,j · ·:: :::t f_,i:)•,itf'., J))'01-lr;,'.~~v,'?W:h':' : ;,-:ff ,-.Jll~1't~~IPQre~_l;s., 
.~veterans. , , . , '. \ ' ,, :, · , ., 1~r){J.i l .i. ·, ·· . ', "!; ,,,:.1,'~~ ·~' \i1 ._,, .,h( ·~•• hl _, .)_lfl ,:,l r,fCSJ)Q~,.1.~JlJ\ie~.J9, 
~ ~Jnder C\lfrent law' any' beter"p 6!> 9r qJd9r\ w l, {Yi~.~t~'il_,·g' 1.•,1~1.~,' ~ ~ :t. ~~ -j~w; l_ i¼~~~ J.if••; '. '~jl~_ i ._,-~·· 1 itf . 1\('/ :,~~tfJ~~,~~u.~. h,,9 !• 
.: is eh~i~le for ~ree·m~cal care from the Ve~''il! '.;:;· q{~ 1:tltJP~W1

~ .. (~1/'t 1,~f~::hi~q,i/~:!~-,-j,;.r:i;?\'N~l .t,:t{'.?!tftroft~9!e_9Rll 
:: Admm1stration. That l~q~mltment was m,<!e b11~fr!~:.it :w~mfn ':·,~qA,(flPS~ttl~1,1f\~~i~:w1ul~.~4~~f;-!ilJ,;~ ~i _' ~!Pg\l!~~l1~.!.~0 
:! grateful na tiOJ\ lt9 the men and women WP.() ~e,rv I~. t; '' appr,9p.~he~. the ~,~ ,QJ .qp.; .w ~ _tJ~~ 1w1 t4t~HU~tb.~.(' : : ,,~V,~~t iPJY,: \q;!~ 
·: In time of lY.••:,..- risking \11•1!' . !!m •~4 ;~JJ=l~-11P,14i!9 And I µR." i!l,wa?, X e1c1r,n3if/\~l~tr,ll~~ ': ·' ,.., wl/li,,111', 1,\VQ\jl 
-~ great persona_l ·s~crltl~-· /••)[''" . ' ' .1: ·,:,J,·/,}11, ~ •

1
•11_1'!(0\) ch~~f ·1'oberr.NJm,,m9~".CQ~~IS'!~~(-',~l~c.9nry; Pl~P ::: 9µ~ ,f~f~~t~ {r9.m 

i: The promls, wa.~ ntade ;- and the ~illiQnS t?f1-~,!• ;'.· tit!~.'. ~~vr~nm~11~·~fil1l'.l'.ttfor~r,i~ l,)~f \~f~iHi".'< ;l ;:, ·,~n~v~~~9~gti~\) 
~ soldiers, s~_llo~,-and m,_rlne~. Who _returned ~ropi:::l,\ :J··. r ~:-Mri 1:·N1~mil eaHnw~e~:!r~qyt, i;;riro.PHw1.:.;\ _ _'·Jfl~t}\~ijij~~~J~i 
1 ~ orld War,i It ~ew I 'Yt?:1)~~' ~ ~an 30 J~rr~.:-~,t{; '.i ' ,. torfll,r Gl.~ ,~pt n~~q~' f ~t; ~$ -~~r~ng th~ Jle~t,; l~; i' )~~,~iit!l~:h[r~ul! 
C they could c;q~fQ!,l J\,\ 1 .. ;1\ffr: ' ; , ·: ,; : · •· 'f ·')h/1 ;y~ar~. ~"~ the ~Q~tq,-pruv\~ipJ:fr~~m. -~dt~.iilc~r, ·.;S!) "jtl t;~m .. ~~!1,.m_A!I 
·. But th~t co~mlbtlent ~ ' flS does Ju~t· ab?~t.} 1 to iau · th~ ve~r~ \Y9~d oye~hdm b11(.a~epcy ,,/ i~~q,a.~~\';~JA.i.~~~-., 
' every governrµeqt CC>tmnltment- carrle~ a price { .. Th~ q;umber Qfyet~r~.9~ W~fl. w~ul4 be 911,l_bJ~ {~~t;:-;•'.· ~~l9V!M~~ .. m~ ~e~ 
f. tag. And,i_Sadlyf ~uth.:nol, ··•u~rlslngly' _;' no OP.J.\ti) fr~ ·w.q~l.~~t~,t9.)~~ f ~9! '.)YQ9l~ .. ~~ ' 1Jnw11t tJYt:') -~~~w",~S~b~r tt\£} 
; bother~ tt ca~~11.141i,, ~tr:pd9~_.wheq ~~ ~9rrfll!!1fJ ' ti"1f;s;;1.Ui~¥,pre,~"~: ·f.~-m,~_IMl. I Q:.11~~4 ., ">_~tJ>f~§epi/ tt:~9.>1~~~ ... ~'. w.~,? 1Yl.,l e ment was ~ad~~:- ' ·-~1,,~1.;',,. "'-~:,;t. _; ,· ' . ,• . · ,, '1'.; ' . Vet~r.ans -~~~hl!~tr~H~o:,b~qfi~,.tJtn~ ;.~UliQij,/f,,:.,,,~~f'l~.,~Yl(l-·~~ ,, 
J Now, · as tha~ ge~eratton Q_f;young ,fe,n. a~.d :ii, rhat',s:rlght~l1_(3~1llon¥~:;:·~/ih. ·i;\,•~ / h.'f('t1,tr1~ 1:·~~ff'.)i,_f : -~_'.1_>A,i.h~,1~n)1n~JJ1~~ 
• i ! :, . t ... . I ,; _( ... L: .• , J'. . ~"Jf ... l . l 11; l, . .. ,1\, • • 1:,~~ '!!U:114.~:).~ •-»~-~ - ' .H .. t...,1< lZ ' Li) .. i;.~ ,l,1L<1~il~.:t:t •. .'il:i t , ., . , . ·· i · r .I . f . ·• 
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Fort Worth Star-Telegram 3/8/82 

Spend themorieywisely-~~ 
~ I 

~-Although he will undoubtedly 
:!bcou.nter opposition from veter­
:!D-5' organizations, Robert Nim­
~o. admioistrator of the Veter­
~ Administration, should stick 
!Y his guns in his decision to put 
--&D. ~old, at least temporarily, $2.? 
~on Worth of c0Il.Stl"'.1Ction of 
~• modernized or replacement 
~ medical facilities. · 
~ for the-· COnstnJction 
~ve already been aiitbomed oy 
l:ongress, but that does not re-· 
~ve the VA from the responsibil- ' 
lq• of restudying the planned 
l)rojects with an eye toward possi-
1,Jy eliminating some of them if 
11:iey cannot be justified under 
llew, more stringent guidelines in 
:effect under the Reagan adminis­
tration. 
::;t'he VA is the nation's largest 
medical care system, annually 
llfoviding free treatment to near-- --- -- - -- =-- .. _ 

. . 

ly 2crmillion veterans at l 72hospi­
tals throughout the country. No 
one is questioning the impor­
tance of the role played by those 
hospitals or the need for expand- , 
ing or modernizing certain exist- · . 
.ing facilities or for _btJ.i!.ding som_e _ · 
new ones. 
· :But Nimmo· would be remiss in 

his duties as .administrator if he 
-didn't study the proposed-eon- ·, 
struction in an effort to eliminate : 
JU1Y v.'3.Steful spending or dupli- ' 
cated effort. c:-:-.- , . . · I "'.'-· 

-For: -example, he said the con- ·. 
· gressionally · approved plan in-

·_ eludes construction of a large re­
placement hospital in Minneapo- · I 
1is, · even though its other 1 

· hospitalshave vacant beds. "Does 
it make sense to spend $280 mil-

. lion for areplacment VAhosp~tal 
in Minneapolis, where ~e•ve got. 
2,000 empty · beds already and 
where you've got a declining vet­
eran population?" he asked. The · 
~er. of course, is no. · 

·Of particular concern to the 
new administrator, he said. is the 
fear that some hospital construc­
tion is prompted more· by po1iti- .· 
cal considerations than by con: 
:cern for veterans and ·their fa:mi_-
~es. -~ ,:.- . : . . a • . .· 

;. · Nimmo is correct in his opposi- . 
tion to such practice,-and the tax­
payers should applaud his efforts 
· to see that the money ~ked 
for veterans' ·medical car-e is _. 

· spent wisely and frugally. · ~" ·. · · 
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1
) t~~~!~~f "; -·~~m!nls~ra- .' 

• . ' I,_, ... , ton. askfi<! a.&PO~ question last week,, r~t 'I : ·~~ . ;(, •l ' q, i,' ~.-,; . 

1 
• · "PO.e~ U ~l~ke sense to spen,d $~,o·lµJlli9J} ·,t~r' 3 replacement · 

,. - - v .\ \lt~~fit&l dn ~~nn(iapolis WIU,lll 'W(Y$;82(J,QQQ ~rnp,ty b~~s 
. ~lr~t~f ~~ert ~04 wh~n'ther~ l11 'a dewtnlflg v~t~r~n Ml>Ulfltlon?" ' . 

l . .. ~{\'fh~·-.PMJ,[t1·tl.9. J09f~ ~~ms~ ~~fl)'. ,·(ll,~e, (~{l 'J i.i'V:~ \o ~pe~~ . 
.' ,t;, ,,tl1Q mUJJ.~pJ9r rephtcement J,ospiti(J.~mu~, mWim<;oµyer am\ i 

· : , =t1,)~~-~tl_@'14·! ih~ri :~bis 1 ~rea , alsft \•!~s . ij~t,~ tiL~Wf i~?~~~qds of .' 
· '. :-:\ ~mpty boJpjijl b~,,' · . •'-/, -r. (~~f,{~J~~ ;;·t~t)f.i~j\ ,~{; :· ·· , 
• .. \ ' 

1
: Y~t wli!le.,,NiJtjJllQ's re-exa,qit~.atl ·R:9t!Jbo' ,V h-'(:~Q~tnt~iton., · 

·: ·. progr~in 'Pay" ~pe\~ th~ e~d f o~ t~Q. prppo1¥ Mt~~~@PSll~_flosplt~l, , ~~ 
'.,' ._i,:. n .... ~ely :\vilFqot fffect . t1";.j n~w· i~lJlH~:1·.·,m,a<>Jbe\t;lunt _ ln -~· 
t..-t.):J{V~p~9uvef'@ C~ntn\l P~r~ an~ qnif d)iV}4!S:M{\rqQ~~-llill, J31ds ,, t:: ·; .fi ™1V@

1
. b~~--f let ;'for · the : Vancouverr 1prt\~nd .:proje~t~. Contracts .. 

· _; ·~ave ~~Wl ~•~~d. Construction ~iU ij~gil) oe~,19qn\p. ~· ., . · 
. ,· · Nhµ~o•s stance ls we\fome, ~ven µ t~ ~an1,;\9~Ja\~to s~op tpe 

_ -,· ·W~~t~ ;.(f\ ,Va,µc~µy~r . ~Q~ Pornijnd, lh9 "(lmlQi~h·atofpledges to 
;;J .. :., ., •~top µ.e .. pfll~~ice. ·ot .buU~ing n~w a"1! .~1iP~9Sb~Q\l&~~JfiJl _ce~ters 
f/t-' ,~ th~._b~~ ~ij_d tall of~ congr~ssm,_g Qf ·~~l\t9r1\I! ~/ ' :!\' r~·~•~.i~; fi 1 :The( VA-.. "/~edlca~ ,: p~o~ram: iii 1 'J ~~lll1~i!lftair~,8fjl_Jlli · not a . 
~.:\·,~{!'1¥,lQ,Ull~!~-b)Uldin, · proJ~c.t.. That l\9~1.tif".'c~tij;J~Q · ~tt,Pr~y\d~d 
i i: f ,1~::,,ll.l~f.i,\ ttt'Jr~\tf,

1
.C~~t · ~~d ' ~•t~ · fJpei_r~\llµi . !9111 .. t~, }r~tl~nts m 

il:.:: (J),\~ ~9~u9l.tf~~Plt~J, ~uc:h ~s the tW0fU\:Y~fo1,1y~r,:r:»~t.,,1,· _.; .. , , ·-. 
\} .': \~'\ '1 ~jFh,Q~pltals_, ~lready. hurting _ p~,,~~ .' ~f-:~~ffJli~~g ~ealth- , 
· ;:kt{.-i~re:\ trfl!~ 'i_ !,nd: " i rece11s1on:r~duc~4_ .:'p~tlent?, ~~Jlli~: , win f e~l 
::j.(:; 1·:,,,1noth~r 'ijlllCM' 'aS the f~der~l governw~~r r!~ ' ~HJ\~,1p1ounts ,t 
!-,'?\?f•, pan fQf, ~~f\th servtc~. to ~he ; fl~~l~Jn~\J _ / ~er, N,~w , Y ~-
, :}.1~fbQspjtal~tl".J1J.J>rQ\!lgeishff:co~p~~1t ~R·(W~'.' ,. Wl .~ W'1\. fd~ ~ 

~-f.~) t9thecr11P.fb"· · · f · , ,};·/•.:~ ·. ·· :~·- · l~ ~-:· 
:),·:~)1 ~~-l.: Wh.li~ iNi~J{i~·~·· new1policy\ ~~1·t •;i•~,~ati~r1th~r~.,: 1e sh~~ld '. 
'i\ ',,:-,, ~~Ip ~~a~W)SJ>lt4\.l:i, l~ Spok,\Jl~,i W,d1Y1■i : ~ns .~Qi_s., ,s weJ,l a& 
},::: id'~.~H~l~;U)Y,fSl9n~ .~V~f~."~ •-i [~j t .J~i_;Ji,~•wr~c• ,,,· .. · '. ·. . 1~!;\J!lllii.'MiJ.1 .. u .1.1 .. ,. t. •. ;.. ... !,,,., .. " ,.,,,..,, ... \ t .f~ . ~ _ . 
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