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NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN

VA ASKING DELAY ON MEHARRY DECISION
Tuesday, May 18, 1982

by Carolyn Shoulders

Veterans Administration officials, in a measure e )uraged by
the White House, have asked medical accreditation officials to delay
their decision scheduled for today on the future of Meharry Medical
College. ‘

The intervention by the VA into the issues to be decided by a non-
governmental body , the Liaison Committee on Medical Education - which
meets in Chicago this morning - indicates that both the agency and the
White House are prepared to take a more active role in resolving the dispute
over whether Meharry students will have the same access to internships
and residencies at the federally funded hospital as do Vanderbilt University
medical students.

In a letter dated May 14, VA general counsel Johmn P. Murphy
wrote to Dr. Edward Peterson, secretary of the medical accreditation
committee. . _

'"This letter is to confirm our telephone conversation in which we
discussed our request that the Liaison Committee on Medical Education
postpone making any recom dation or taking any actions concerning the
accreditation of Meharry Medical College.until such time . the {nterested
parties, including appropriate state and federal age ies, have had the
opportunity to collectively address the issues involved."

Murphy said the VA was making the request for the postponement in
order for that agency to have time to "assemble the concermed parties...
in the interest of addressing and hopefully resolving the issues...upon
which accreditation by your committee is based."

“Our endeavor to do so is being encouraged and supported by the.
" White House,'' Murphy wrote.

Dr. Richard Lester, interim president of Meharry, could not be
reached for comment last night because he was in route to Chicago for this
morning's meeting.

id } considers access *n hnth the VA hosnital and
Metro _ H | Yvital" in or¢ : ,
for the financially ailing school, one of two institutsions
responsible for training most of the nation's black doctors.

A copy of Murphy's letter, which was writt : after the Congressional
Black Caucus and the National Medical Association asked the White House
to support Meharry, was forwarded to Melvin L. Bradley, President Reagan's
special assistant.




2. NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN(continued)

While a local VA official has said in previous public statements
t" : "a lot of medical schools in America right now are having difficulties
and we don't feel it's our charge to start formulating our operations
based on their problems,' Murphy's letter indicated the VA is willii now to
revise its policy on internships and residencies.

He wrote in his letter:

"During our conversation, you mentioned that a committee recom-
mendation of ''probation'' for Meharry would not ! sarily result in the
closure or discontinuance of the school.

'""| strongly believe that such a recommendation before there fis
sufficient opportunity to review significant changed circumstances and explore
possible solutions to the concerns of the committee would be most
inappropriate and would complicate resolution of the issues by possit y
imparing such options as the availabilty of financing and potential
affiliation.

“"Accordingly, it is our belief that the premature making of any
r endation would not be consistent with, ¢ i-m well be contrary
to the best interests of all concerned.' .

According to the letter, Peterson had told Murphy that the -
committee would not take up the issue of Meharry's accreditation until
its June 28 meeting. Murphy wrote that he believes ewen that dete may
be premature.

Vanderbilit University officials could not be reached for comment
last night.

Dr. Roscoe Robinson, Vanderbilt's vice president for medical
affairs, has said the university is ready to cooperate with Meharry, |
that sharing staff positions in the two tax-supported hospitals may ¢ te
difficulties because of the limited number of positions.

‘John Matlock, an assistant to Rep. Harold Ford, who has been
active in encouraging access to the hospitals for Meha vy students, said.

'We're happy to see that positive steps are being taken.
"The congressman has been very positive that this can be worked

It - e 2 cituation as it may seem and once the‘/ get
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Lear Dr. Petersen:

This letter is to confirm our telephone conversation in which
we discussed our request that the Liaison Committee on Medical
F3vcation ("Committee") postpone making any reco endation or
taking anv action concerning the accrecditation of Meharry
Medical College ("Meharry") until such time as the interested
parties, including appropriate state and federal acgencies,
have had the opportunity to collectively address the issues
involved. You have advised me that the Committee, in any
event, intends to take no action with respect to Meharry
prior to the Committee's June 28, 1982 meeting. I beli re
even that date mav prove premature.

Our r jJuest is bas 1 on our desire to obtain the tii : necessary
to assemble the concerned parties, including those located

in the Nashville area as well as, when approroriate, the
requisite Federal agencies, in the interest'of addressi g

and hor iully resolving the issues presented and upon which
accreditation by your Committee is based. I am sure the
Committee agrees that it is in the best interest of all
concerned to make every reasonable effort to reach a mutually
agreeable solution to the issues at hand. Our endeavor to

do so is being encouraged and supported bv tl White House.

During our conversation, you mentioned that a Committe2 recon-
mendation of "probation"™ for Meharry would not necessarily
result in the closure or discontinuance of the school. 1

Stronaly believe that such a recommendation before there is

Su.s.vient opportunity to review significant chanaged circum=-
stances and explore possible solutions to the con ‘:rns of
the Committee would be most inoprortune and would complicate
resolution of the issues by possibly imparina such options
-- =%~ awsitability of fznancxnc and potential affiliation.

- " ~vamarave making of

Postponement ©f any recuiusiciiwao-_.. those
concerned with the future of Meharrv have had suftacient
opoortunity and time to develop possible soclutions, on the
other hand, will enable the interested parties to work
towards a solution acceptable to 211, We are hopeful that
such solutions may be forthcoming in the near future.

el y Rl b



1 appreciate your continuved assistance and look forward to
your favorable response on behalf of the Committee.

Sincerely,

oo ¢
L]
ve

John P. Murphy
Gan ral Counsel

Dr. Edward S. Petersen

Secretary

Liaison Committee on Medical Education
535 North Dearborn

Chicago, Illinois 60610

cc: Melvin B. Bradley
Special Assistant to the President

The White House







































COSPONSORS OF H.R.748 AND/OR H.R.1331
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