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¥ April 2, 1981

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

I am writing to you to express my :erns about the prepesed budget
cuts, specifically as they affect ;nam veterans. As we all are
aware, the Vietnam War and its effects on the men and women who served
as well as our nation have never ti1 " r been addressed. It is only in
the past two years that programs (minimal in nature) have finally come
about to provide Vietnam veterans realistic counseling and employment
assistance, and we still have no answers while our ex-servicemembers
are ill and dying from exposure to incredibly toxic chemicals and
pharmaceuticals (Agent Orange, Dapsone; etc.).

I1 .deve we are living & national disgrace that will continue to fester
and plague us as a nation as long as we continue to deny the truth and
deny our responsibility to confront the issues and needs of those who
sacrificed their time, bodies and lives for America.

Through our refusal as a1 ;ion to face up to our Vietnam experience,
we dishonor the lives and families of the 109,000 men and women killed
during the war; as well as the almost 10 million returned veterans,
many of which still suffer from festering woun¢ , both psychological
and physical.

We have been told that everyone must share the burden of sacrifice to
balance the budget; however, I must point out that Vietnam veterans
(more than any other group of Americans) began their sacrificing on
behalf of America more than 15 years ago and since that time have
suffered disprovortionatelv because of zovernment inaction and because

Vietnam veterans are not being asked to sacrifi their share; but
rather, once again, are arbitrarily targeted for distruction. Every
program to assist them is being eliminated; every small effort
(irregardless of its cost and human effectiveness) is proposed to be
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eliminated (see enclosed sheet), and the cuts go deeper than that. As
we begin cutting away employees at Veterans Administration Regional

2s and hospitdals and in employment and counseling programs, those
most likely to be cut are V: ;nam veterans working there because they
have 1L seniority due to tI -~ ‘litary experience. This compounds
t! problem for the Vietn 7 5 because the vast majority of
V: nam veterans who do seek assistance feel they receive the best
and most effective help from a fellow Vietnam veteran.

As painful as Vietnam might be to us as a nation and a people, it is
better to finally address and exorcise that pain with honest discussion
and me ngful assistance th to, once again, turn our backs and
continue to live the lies of Vietnam and its aftermath.

Sincerely,

R W5 150 | NS

William D. Elmore, President
National Association of Concerned Veterans
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