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the Air Force Ranch Hand Personnel Stu y, will be a major priority
of this Administration.

Second, in the overall figures for the Veterans Administration,

the President's budget set out budget authority for fiscal year 1982

~of $24.2 billion. This was an increase of $1.3 billion over the 22.9
billion budget authorization for current year 1981. 1In addition,

$597 million was added by the Reagan Bi-partisan Budget Resolution
which will permit the Veterans Administration to: (1) operate with
no reductions in personnel in the Department of Medicine and Surgery,
{2) operate with no reductions in Veterans services. |

Third, the President feels it is important to correct a wide-
spread misunderstanding with respect to the funding of the Vietnam
Veteran Outreach Centers. Many Vietnam Veterans have contacted the
President in recent days expressing their dismay that these Outreach
Centers are to be discontinued.

The President, in his nationally televic 31 speech before the
Congress on April 28th, stressed his support of the Reagan Bi-partisan
Budget Resolution which restored most of the previously proposed cuts
in Veterans programs. The level of funding restored is more than
enough to fund the Outreach Centers, with a proposed budget of
$26 million for FY '82 as opposed to only $12 million expended in
FY '81. '

The Congress has authorized the President's spending levels but
must now pass legislation specifically extending the life of the Out-
reach Centers. This has the overwhelming support of both parties in
both the House and Senate. The President wants you to know that
he is specifically committed to keeping the Outreach Centers funded
and open when Congress authorizes and appropriates funds for this
“re-om,
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by the White House to stop élans to implement any proposed reductions
in Veterans programs which were reversed and restored by the Reagan

Bi-partisan Budget Resolution.



Tt Amel  :can Leg: 1, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, AMVETS, Blinded
Veterans Assoclation, and Jewish War Veterans have all endorsed the
Re jan Bi-partisan Budget Resolution which contains the President's
aforementioned support of veteran's programs.

My office looks forward to working with you now and in the future.

‘

rdially,

AN
v

Donald L. Custis
Acting Administrator
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minimum m "er of hospital and nursing home beds. I interpret
tt s language to mean what it says. This language does not, and
in my view could not, require the President to request of
Congress any specific amounts, for it is the President's
constitutional duty to make recommendations to Congress of

such measures as he judges necessary and expedient.

Finally, H.R. 3499 authorizes a new small business loan
program in the Veterans' Administration for disabled and Vietnam-
era veterans. Because this program might ¢ plicate a similar
program in the Small Business Administration and would involve
the Veterans' Administ: :.ion in an area in which it has 1
expertise, I intend to weigh carefully any efforts to fund
this progranm.

Many of the provisions of H.R. 3499 are desirable and
have been supported by the Administration. A number of them
will be particularly helpful to Vietnam~era veterans. 1In
view of my strong com .tment to the welfare of America's
veterans, particularly Vietnam-era veterar , I am approving
thi tasure d¢ »rite some of the concerns I hav noted.

# # #








