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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
September 23, 1981

TO: Fred Fielding

FROM: Morton C. Blackwellé?%g/

Attached is correspondence from Joe Hargrove who is on the
National Executive Council of the Episcopal church. Hargrove

is one of the most prominent Reagan suppori -s in hi ¢ 1 Lnation.

As he presents the story, the Justice Depart ent is engaging
in a vendetta of sorts agair : two Episcop: priests who were
involved in a humanitarian effort to boat lift anti-Castro
Cubans during the recent mass exodus.

Hargrove is urgently asking the the President intervene in this
matter, perhaps by issuing a pardon to t! priests.

I this situation is as it appears to be,I think it appr¢ riate
for the Administration to take action in behalf of these pr: sts.



700 Commercial National Bank Building

JOsePH L. HARGROVE Shreveport, Louisiana 7110}

U.S. A.
August 12, 1981

218~ a1~ 1537 {©)
365 - 557 (M}

Mr. Martin C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
Room 136, The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Martin:

You may recall that several weeks ago I dis-
cussed with you on the telephone the issue of the two
Episcopal priests from New Orleans who removed a large
number of former political prisoners and their families
from Cuba and, as a result, incurred massive difficulties
with the federal government. It is the purpose of this
letter to furnish you with information relative to their
actions, and to seek through you redress to their
unwarranted problems from President Reagan.

Briefly, the story is this. When then
President Carter announced an open door policy to the
many people wishing to leave Cuba, Fathers Doss and Frade
contacted a large number of ex-Cuban nationals now
residing in the New Orleans area who had relatives
remaining in Cuba who wished to leave in order to reunite
with their families. The two priests received §800 per
family to defray expenses and bought a boat in Boston
which they renamed "God's Mercy'". After they set sail
from Boston, President Carter reversed himself and
decreed any entry after a certain date would be illegal.
Fathers Doss and Frade learned of this before reaching
Cuba and did stop in Florida to refuel after the presi-
dential edict, but felt compelled to proceed with the
operation to honor very serious moral committments made
by them before the President reversed his stand.

They proceeded to Cuba and theirs was the last boat
to leave. When they left, they had on board only Cubans
who were certified, known to them, and who had relatives
in the United States ready, willing and able to receive

~

they rescuea a numper ot other cubans
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700 Commercial National Bank Buildi
H L. /E Shreveport, Louisiana 7110!
U.S A

August 31, 1981

Mr. Martin C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
Room 136, The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Martin:

Enclosed are copies of all of the indictments
against Frs. Doss and Frade and their compatriots, as
well as a copy of the fine that was levied against Fr.
Frade. All of it is self-explanatory.

The last indictment, "For trading with the enemy
(Cuba)'", is ludicrous. Needless to say, it is not funny
at all to those who have been indicted, not just because
of the potential jail sentences, but also because of the
expenses they must bear even if they are proven innocent.
The trips back and forth to Miami to answer subpoenas
are enough to destroy the budget of a parish priest.

They and I are quite willing to meet with you
and any other government officials to plead their case
for a Presidential pardon. Please let us know what we
can do to help, and thanks from the botto of our hearts
for your interest and for all you have one.

Yours truly,

JLH/bb
cc: Fr. Joe Morris Doss

Enclosures



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 9, 1981

Dear Bishop Mathews:

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole has asked me to respond to your
letter of November 5.

, I regret that it will not be possible for the President
to meet with the Reverend Dr. Philip Potter during his

visit to Washington, D.C. on November 11 and 12. As you
indicated in your letter the notice was short, and the
President's schedule is generally determined far in advance.

If there is anything else which I can do on behalf
of Dr. Potter, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to
the Pre§ident

Bishop James K. Mathews
4120 - 48th Street, N.W.
ashington, D. C. 20016












THE WHIT™ + U7 7

WASHINGT N

December 1, 1981

Dear Mrs. Thiel:

On behalf of Mrs. Dole, I am respon¢ ag to your letter
of November 3. We will give your su¢ 2stion for the
creation of a "God-Mothers and God 1l.thers Day" our
full consideration.

However, because legislation under ¢ r nation's
system of government originates in ' e Congress, I
suggest you write to your congressmi and senators
l ¢ ¢ them to support your proposc..
Thank you for bringing this proposal to our attention.
Sincerely,
Ny ‘Z” S 7 ] )
‘%’ébzw C ‘5éc_,é4u~&g//

Morton C. Blackwel®
Special Assistant = the President

Mrs. Edna L. Thiel
6456 Wade Ave.
ST. Louis, MO 63139















LAW OFFICES

NORTON, PIAZZA, MELME 8 ACKERLY, P.C.
54 MILLER STREET
P.O. BOX 518

JOHN HENRY NORTON FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 06430 STAMFORD OFFICE
ANTHONY A.PIAZZA
JULIAN K. MELMED (203) 255-1034
JOHN A. ACKERLY

JANE-LOUISE YRANSKI NASUTI

1318 BEDFORD STREET
P.O.BOX 3207
STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT 06905

(203) 348-2465

November 5, 1981

y . )
‘\/(} (*ftﬁ%ar;, +- 1_>w“ T

Hon. James A. Baker, III 4> A'//
Chief of Staff v

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Jim:

National Family Day is infinitely stronger than
National Family Week. (Mike Horowitz today sent me a letter
reminding me of Jimmy Carter's "National Family Week." ~ e
implication, I guess, is that we should forget about "National
Family Day.")

While a "week" has been nobly suggested and proclaimed
in the past, it has failed to garner the public's attention
on the importance of traditional family values. No pun in-
tended, but a week is "weak"--it diffuses the attention of
people and generally accomplishes Tittle.

A "Day" rivets people's attention to a particular
day. It brings nume the meaning of the event much more force-
fully. The Left has learned this lesson well: Earth Day,
May Day, etc. Shrewd. A1l significant holidays or days of
observation are "Days", not "weeks": New Year's Day, Valen-
tine's Day, St. Patrick's Day, April Fool's Day, Memorial Day,
4th of July, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day and,
of course, Christmas Day.

After years of study and spending millions of my own
dollars on advertisina and public relations for various
I :

. than a "week'. . 11N1s~
tration is going to be effective and it must start in the home
by emphasizing the precious value of good families. Families
and parents need a pat on the back today. But, first we have
to get people's attention.

Suggestion: Have both of them. National Family Day
as 1 1 proposal for Presic 1t | gan; National
Family Week as a proposal of old administrations.




They will not conflict. Let the public decide which
one becomes more significant to them. The matter will take
care of itself. A1l of us simply want the most effective
way to highlight the importance of the family in a civilized
society.

National Family Day is a natural. A1l pluses, no
negatives, no costs, no risks and very simply implemented.
Always on a day certain (day after Thanksgiving). 4 day
Thanksgiving weekend now becoming a national custom. Logical
and convenient because families are traditionally together
at this time. It will not be commercialized because it
immediately follows Thanksgiving.

Jim, National Family Day will become a reality as sure
as night follows day. It's one of those rare events which
will be almost universally well received. As our moral
leader, President Reagan should be the person to initiate it.

It would be absolutely tragic if we permit the Left

to pervert this noble concept by including "gay" families in

‘?eﬂ their "Family Day, 1982" which they are already planning on.
It would be simply tragic. Please don't let it happen.

Since time is of the essence, I'm sending a similar
letter to Ed Meese and Mike Deaver. It is obvious that all
three of you have common sense.

With best wishes, I remain

Sincerely,

Jirdae

hn Henry Norton

7
Qutl s~

Zim/
/ , 4 Mrsa.




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PR [IDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT A I DGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

GENERAL COUNSEL November 2, 1981

Honorable Judge J. H. Norton
54 Miller Street
Fairfield, Connecticut 06430

Dear Judge Norton:

This responds to your mailgram to the President requesting
that he prc¢ .aim 1 . day after Thanksgiv’' g as National
Family Day.

The Congress has enacted a joint resolution (S.J. Res. 4)
requesting the President to proclaim the week which includes
Thanksgiving Day as National Family Week. We expect that
the President will issue a proclamation within a few days.

Tt 5 occasion has 1 ol 'ved for a num r of years.
Enclosed for your information is a copy of last year's
proclamation.

Sincerely,

/40%Q\mﬂ o

Michael J. Horbwitz
Counsel to - e Director

Enclosure






MEMORANDUM

THLE Wil » HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 20, 1981

TO: Diana Lozano

£
FROM: Morton C. Blackwellﬁggg

RE: Proposed Presidential Event at Oral Roberts "City
of Faith", Tulsa Oklahoma

I recommend this as an appropriate event for the President.

In his youth Oral Roberts was affiliated with a smaller
evangelical denomination. He has for:years been affiliated
with the United Methodist Church. He is less "political™
than many other religious broadcasters.

His hospital has been built debt free with funds heﬂhas 
raised for this purpose.

Both Bob Dugan of the National Association of Evangechals
and Republican mayor Jim Imhofe of Tulsa strongly recommend
such an event. My friend Mayor Imhofe says that there

was some initial objection from existing hospitals to the
Roberts building of this facility. Roberts went to the

state legislature and obtained a certificate "of need" for
the hospital. Mayor Imhofe spoke at the hospital dedicationﬂ

Roberts has a very large following.

If we are going to be limited to just one major presidential
speech before a religious group in 1982, this would not be

the most valuable. Events with either the National Association
of Evangelicals or the National Religious Broadcasters would
provide more coverage.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 3, 1981

Dear John:

Thank you very much for the nice write-up of my visit
to the Foundation for a Christian Civilization's New
York headquarters in the latest TFP newspaper.

My wife likes the photo in the article, and I would
appreciate it if you could send me the negative.

If I can be of assistance to you in the future, please
feel free to contact me. '

Cordially,

{}77 p

ﬁ% ;é?"C’N\—-

Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President

John Horvat

Editor

TFP Newsletter

P.0. Box 121

Pleasantville, N.Y. 10570
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Tt Honorable Morton I~ ickwell

WO
er —., lo.

I've read about you in Conservative Digest often, and I want
you to know that I appreciate your devotion to important issues
which are often neglected.

If anything is to be done about pornography the order must come
from President Reagan. Also, William French Smith must make
much more efforts to combat this problem. During fiscal years
1978-80, the Carter administration took pride on 44 prosecutions
of pornographers, including child pornographers. However, there
are 94 Federal U.S. Attorneys in the country. That adds up to
less than one-half conviction per office during a three year
period. That's not a matter for pride; it's a national disgrace!

Furthermore, the letter I received from the Department of Justice
is virtually the same form-letter that the Carter administration
sent out. I have since corrected Attorney General Smith and

urged him to weed out the carryovers from the Carter administration
who could not care less about eliminating pornography.

I have already gotten the U.S. Customs to modify their guidelines
in one area--they were using an incorrect Supreme Court definition
of pornography--and had distributed these incorrect guidelines to
all U.S. Customs Office. And, I have gotten the Senate Judiciary
Committee to make certain corrections in the pending S.1630 bill
to revise the U.S. Criminal Code which would have allowed
"loopholes' to exist for pornographers to continue to expand this
"industry".

Now if only the Federal Communications Commission would do some-
thing to keep pornography off cable television. Very shortly,
both Playboy and Penthouse are planning national cable television
networks, complete with centerfolds and adult entertainment. We
already know that there are no Federal regulations regulating
pornography or indecency on cable television. This MUST be
corrected by the Reagan administration.

Mr. Blackwell, I just wanted you to know that I hope you will
see that some of these matters are v==11v dealt with., Please
see that something is being done abuu. purnography. It is not
protected by the First Amendment, and millions of individuals are
being adversely affected by this material. One government report

—r - . 2l m 2 o f e m a2 ENN ANN AL 2T dannihs  mnamen mmmmaia Tl Ter Alhdimn A A Aaam A

this manner. And frankly, I cannot see any "educational' value
in pornography. Unfortunately, the problem is only going to get
worse in the future. Please let me know if I can write you about
these matters in the future. Although I am not in Washington,

I do have access to expert legal counsel from Morality In Media,
and they fully support my volunteer efforts to alert people about
this situation. I have already received ten letters from the
White House and a telephone call from Dave Fischer.

Sincerely,

Enclosures



KENNETH LISENBEE
825 WEST END AVENUE
NEwW YORK, NEW YORK 10025

(212) 662-8800

September 9, 1981

Vice President George H. W. Bush

Old Executive Office Building S HN\PL E LETTER{
Washington, D.C. 20501 C PWC"‘F‘&'3

Dear Mr. Vice President:

As an American citizen who is dismayed with the overwhelming moral

decline in this Nation during the past 20 years, I appeal to you, as the
Vice President, to read this letter carefully, and to discuss this situation
with the President, Cabinet, and especially with Attorney General William
French Smith. I am hoping that some of the anti-family policies of our
governr 1t will be reversed. [ remember you and your family in my
prayers, especially since the terrible attempt on President Reagan's life. I
think that the Reagan Administration is the best thing that has happened to
the United States in a very long time.

The national problem of pornography is very serious. It is a $5 billion a
year "growth industry" which is primarily controlled by organized crime.
Moreover, some estimates of the amount of child pornography sold in this
Nation are as high as $1 billion annually. This is a national disgrace.

I feel so strongly about this situation that I am writing personal letters to all
senators, representatives, delegates, governors, the resident commissioner,
lieutenant governors, secretaries of state and attorneys general, as well as to
the C: inet members and to some of The White House staff, among others.

What is urgently needed is an unprecedented national crackdown on these
pornographers, and strenuous enforcement of the Federal, State and local
anti-obscenity laws. New York City is a perfect example of the district
attorney's non-enforcement of the exemplary New York State law against
pornography--with one exception--on May 12, 1981, the New York State Court
of Appeals, in a 5-to-2 decision, overturned on "free speech" grounds the
tough "kiddie porn" law, saying that the State could not ban portrayals of
non-obscene sexual activity simply because the acts involved children.

In a dissenting opinion, Judge Matthew J. Jasen warned that the ruling meant
New York State could not stop the sale of films or photos showing children

genilals” uniess tne material 1tsell were judged to be legally obscene.

The Court of Appeals denied that it was endorsing obscene shows. "We
merely hold that those who present plays, films and books portraying adoles-
cents cannot be singled out for punishment simply because they deal with
adolescent sex in a realistic but non-obscene manner," the unsigned opinion
said. The majority of these judges apparently think that a porno shop
owner's right to exploit children must prevail. -

7
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Vice President George H. W. Bush
September 9, 1981
Page Three

I am urging everyone to support the "Family Protection Act". Passage of this
legislation is desperately needed at this time in our Nation's 205-year history.
It will help to reverse the anti-family policies of our government and to
promote stronger family life. Families are the foundation of all societies;
stable and united families make strong nations with internal stability. The
Family Protection Act is S. 1378 and H.R. 3955. It must first be reviewed in
the Senate by the Finance Committee, and in the House by the Armed
Services, Education and Labor, Judiciary and Ways and Means Committees.
Please give this legislation your top priority and total support. In so doing,
you will be helping our endangered families.

Again, major revisions to the U.S. Criminal Code have been proposed, but
this l¢ -islation, as it currently stands, has totally inadequate provisions for
the prosecution of pornographers, and it will have the disastrous effect of
legalizing pornography. This is incredible. Our Supreme Court has already
ruled that pornography is not entitled to First Amendment protection.

I am also suggesting the establishment of a "National Family Week" for the
third week of June each year, and a "National Day of Prayer, Fasting and
Recollection" to encourage the American people to reflect upon their lives
and/or to draw closer to God. Abraham Lincoln, one of our greatest
Presidents, had made such a proclamation during the Civil War, to help bring
our d1v1ded people together, and no one ever accused him of bemg a
"right-wing, ultra-Conservative, fundamentalist bigot". Our government
should fully recognize the historical and the divine significance of the
"traditional family", and stop promoting "alternative lifestyles” and
"progressive" sex education devoid of moral values which merely encourages
sexual experimentation by youth.

Please discuss these trends with Barbara. It would be helpful to have other
opinions about the seriousness of these problems in order to find workable
and equitable solutions without compromising truth, justice and principle. If
you truly believe in a living God, the "Creator" and "Supreme Judge of the
World", to quote John Hancock from our Declaration of Independence, and
whose Name is printed on all our currency, then I hope you will pray with me
that our Nation will return to some moral sanity. Despite all her defects,
America is still the greatest single nation which has ever existed in all of
human history, and I am proud and fortunate to be an American.

Mr. Vice President, when you write me to acknowledge the receipt of this
letter, please indicate if your telephone number is 456-7045. 1 do appreciate
your taking the time to read this letter. The people of Texas will benefit
immeasureably from your decision to seek increased enforcement of the

[

 that on g i —em aicemvss mw wes wl€  _ . uaun when
Lue rawny Protection Act is passed without delay.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Lisenbee
-~ 7 +.I—f _:J_ _ 78 /0.1
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