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SARL WAHLSTROM NORMAN S. MARSH.
" AL

General

ERNEST A. MILLER

National Consuitant
Washington, D.C.

THE SALVATION AF~AY

{Founded in 1865)
WILLIAM BOOTH, FOUNDER

National Commander

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS NATIONAL PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
799 Bloomfield Ave. 1025 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
Verona, N.J. 07044 Washington, D.C. 20005

Phone: 1) 0606 Phone (202) 833-5577

September 12, 1983

Mr. Morton Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Blackwell:

You have asked us to provide you with inforr :ion about recent
programs of The Salvation Army in Nicaragua. He¢ 2 is a brief summary
of that experience.

The Salvation Army went into Nicaragua in 15.J, after the Civil
Disorders that brought a change of government rior to that time
The Salvation Army had been operatii two refi camps in Costa Rica
which had offei . help, without discrimination, "> many refugees from
Nicaragua. As the refugees we able to return .> their country they
asked The Salvation Army to come with them, to s-rve their people in
the new Nicaragua.

Every effort was made by The Salvation Army .> comply with the
wishes of the new government. A Salvation Army “:legation met with
high of cials of the government in Managua to ¢ :ain necessary clear-
ances and authorizations. There were also negot.ations by The Salva-
tion Army with the Agency for International Den * i'ment in the U.S.
government for a possible grant; a grant was apj 'd at preliminary
levels, but in the end it was never implemented.

The site chosen for a Salvation Army prograr Nicaragua was at
m in the Southwest corner of tI cot ', near the Ci :a
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Salvation Army officers were appointed by th International Head-
quarters, including an experienced “Zicer coupl from the United States
who had served in Panama and Jamaica, and a prof :sional nurse from

Switzerland. Officers from Mexico came later.

A farm was purchased near Rivas with funds n

Netherlands.

phaned children who were gathered up

tended to open a medical clinic, but permission
The Salvation Army nurse spent nine months worki

pital at Rivas.

Religious services were also held on Sundays
near Rivas, at a village called Popoyoapa, to wt

were invited.

In retrospect, it appears that Salvation Arn
that invited threats of ''trouble' from the gover

1.

They taught the orphan childre
meals, and they read the Bible
apparently was thought to be i
the law that required that onl
proved ct icula may be taught
government approved schools.
Army orphanage was interpretec
vate school."

They attempted, in response tc
mand to feed the hungry, to p1
the civilian population and tc

le available fr¢ the

The farm buildings were used to pi..ide a home for or-
‘om the countryside.
") do so was not granted.

It was in-

1 in the government hos-

at a second location
:h people in the area

workers did two things
nrent authorities:

to pray before
:0 them; this
conflict with
government ap-
:0 children in
1e Salvation
:0 be a ''pri-

:he Gospel com-
7ide food for
the imprisoned,

and neglected, former members .f the National

G 1 under the previc regi

; they were re-

quired therefore to provide f__J1 for the present
soldiers as well, which they ¢"4.

These activities resulted in ominous verbal _hreats from author-
ities, and, finally, instructions to close up the proj

)i
sold at a con:

1
Wl
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Salvation Army officers who worked in Nica:
attempt to establish the work have expressed de
their failure to succeed. They felt they had :
support, and that the need for their services v
misunderstanding of their motives and objective
realities in the country, made their work impo:
seemed to want The Salvation Army to stay, but
seemed to mistrust and misunderstand the progr:

The Salvation Army program in Nicaragua wa:
after eleven months of effc

The Salvation Army has tal

1 no position 1t _
of Nicaragua, or the political climate in that country.

12 during the
regrets over
juate financial
great, but that
and the political
sle. The people

2 authorities

losed in August, 1980,

rding the government
In every one

of the 86 countries in which it works, The Salvation Army attempts to

co-operate with government in order that it mij
the country most effectively. This they tried

Salvationists are dedicated and committed 1
the Gospel, and the servic of Christian charit
In that commitment they hope to return to Nica:

z
e
L—

EAM:gsf

. serve the people in
» do in Nicaragua.

take the message of

, to "all the world."
ua.

spectfully submitted,
///’

est A, Miller
Lieut. Cofonel
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o di .y appreciate the - expressions >f your confidence in The
¢ ' on . '« We will do our best, unt ° God ;5 guidance, to continue
to earn that confidence.

Sincerely yours

jieut.-Colonel
L2}

iclosure:
- Biography, Norman S. Marshall
- National ! tistics
- Year Book, 1983
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1 1€.5, Normén Marshall t -he principal of the

Central Territory's School for Offic -aining where he
served as both/ an administrator and er. Following a
period as Field Secretary for the Ce ‘erritory, he was
transferred to a similar position in rk. In 1975, he
became Chief Secretary for the Easte itory and in 1978
he was appointed International Secre r the Americas and
the Caribbean. In July 1982, he bec: ritorial Commander
of the Eastern Territory and held th: e ﬁntil he was

installed as national comr  der in 1¢

Co 1issioner and Mrs. Marst re four children:
Lt. Norman S. Marshall, a Salvation 2 ‘icer with the Kansas
City Blue Valley Corps; John F. Marsk ‘'s. Ann Catherine

Schwartz; and Evelyn T. Marshall.
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