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703/659/4171
January 13,1983

llr. Morton Blackwell
Special Liaison

Suite 191 Ola Executive Blddg
Washington DC 20500

Dear Ilr. llorton Blackwell:

Attached you will find the international report from the
rany nations which attended the world-wide pro-life
leadership conference in Rone last Seotenber 27-30,

I would urge you to at least review briefly the content, as
vou will indeed be shocked at the abortion situation facing

the world at this tine.

ot
aed

COoLumola and [dex1Co w1l redara To tne unived stales
prorotion of abortion in their countries.

Your attention to the enclosed plus your response with
regarG to the taped nessages is deeply ampreciated.

For 1i£g,
aGie Brown
ive Secretary

Tne. "The Status of Pro-Life Efforts World-lide"

Life Amendment Political Action Committee
Alternatives to Abortion International

Gabrielle Avery, Oregon Pro-Life Action League
Dr. Murray Norris, Christian Family Renewal

International Division of American Life Education & Research Trust

PLAN. ... With God for Life in All Nations

All contributions are tax-deductible












[—There are several explanations. |
The most important, it seems to me, is the self-glorification
of man who in our days, full of faith in science, considers
everything possible. '
God i® no longer the creator of the world, but man
who with his technologies dominates the world. That is one aspect.

A second, but very important point is the fact that pornography.
or more precisely, the mass pornography has become a means
for making social policy.

With the help of mass pornography, mass prostitution and
mass .eduction of the children in sexual education classes,
marxists and free masons destroy the consciousness of values
built up by our nations during centuries.

God must be eliminated from the human brains, for only in
that way the necessary vacuum can be brought about in man’s
heart and mind and also the readiness to accept new values.

The marxists replace God by the "comrade ". Man becomes an
absolute value. This political grouping one calls socialism.

The freemasons, however, have no objections whatsoever acainst

any gods. Everyone may have his own opinion. They attempt to
create a humanitarian movement that ranks above religion.

For them God is by no means an absolute value. Their consciousness
of value is relative to the particular needs and circumstances.

Their relativism of value becomes especially evident in
their attitude towards abortion. The growth rate of the
world population scems to them to become too great. The

consequence 1is abortion and contraception, in one word
the propagation of vice and evil, This wae already suggested
as a means of population policy by Thomas Robert Malthus

in the year of 1814.

Marxists and freemasons know best how to make use of the sciences
of psychology and sociology.

~ Lenin sayss |

"If we want to destroy a nation, we only need to destroy

its moral. Then this nation drops like a ripe fruit inte
our lap."
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We regret to say that in the western world not only
marxists and freemasons have been effectively promoting
this process of disintegration and decay. They have also
found many idiots among the ordinary citizsns, who place
their publishing houses, film studios and cinemas at the
disposal of the pornocrats,

It is most conspicuous what| Leonid Breschnew| said about

the so-called free western civilisation in his speech
on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of Lenins’s death:

"In the western hemisphere there is a huge flood of criminality
and a dark whirlpool of drug addiction, pornography,

perverted feelings and mutilated souls. The moral decay

will with absolute certainty bring about the final triumph

of the international socialism and communism in the west."

To prove how right Mr. Breschnew was,I need only refer to the
thousands of millions of pornographib publications

with which the whole of western Burope as well as America
has been flooded.

. Mass pornography is showing its effects. The consciousness

of C ‘'istian values is steadily decreasing. The enthusiasm
on the occasion of the Pope’s visit to Austria may not
deceive us. The social-palitical process of disintegration
speaks for itself. The decay is deep-rooted. This is simply
proved by the follo' ng statements:

In Austria 100 000 w children are being murdered each year.

In Austria every t .ge is divorced.

By 1990 only 40% of t. ian parishes will still have their
own priests. The numb i@ 8piritual leaders, namely

the priests, is becom , and less, just now when they

aremost needed by the people.

Pornography is an important instrument towards the change
of society. Since years we have noticed the following

ism and its effects:

i to be thrust asideout of man’s consciousness of value

] substituted by other values (by man = socialism,

by liberty = liber 1.sm, legal -ositivism = democratism).

e e ot o e e
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A proved and tested method for eliminating God from
man’s consciousness of value is sexual liberty. A person
who has completely become free in sexual matters

does no longer want to hear about God. This experience
can be easily proved by anybody.

Pope John Paul II called the sense of shame " a fundamental
element of culturé". (0Osservatore Romano Nr. 18; 1st May 1981)
And he adds, "... The injury o odily feeling of shame
is one of the definite methods to destroy the person’s
sensibility and consciousness of human dignity."

Means are to be found to incite the sexual liberty

in the masses of people. These means are not an invemntion
of our times, Their effectiveness was already knownin the
early history. They were applied when the enemy could not
be defeated on the battle-field. (The fall of Troy

by mass abortion, 1248 B,C.)

T mee 1o |
mass poi aphy,
mass prostitution,

r

the m | sedu "ior f young by sexual education in school.

When the so-called "Sexual Revolution" has its effects

and God is thrust asideout of man’s consciousness of value,
the spiritual vacuum is built up,which permits the enemies
of religions and .. the church,to infiltrate the people
with new values. Por example with the marxists, God has been
substituted by man, the so-called comrade. Then we observe

a most interesting phenomenon:

. In all  untries wher iarxists have taken over the
responsibility for the people, they forbid both pornography
and prostitution by means of very strong warning of punishment,

and one 1is inclined to reflect that there is no sexual education
in school in Russia.

The marxists know that a sexually free man in general looses
the capability of personal commitments. If he enters
personal relations, these connections don’t last long.

' The ° t proof for this are the many, many divorces and
! aches of contract. Therefore the marxists know

1__t no state can built up with morally depraved people.
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In conoclusion I want to draw your attention to some phenomena
which can be useful in discussions:

"_ﬂg' " "1 “"ve at all times shown the naked body in its
male or female appearance.
At all times +the love between man and woman, and resultingly
the giving of themselves in their bodies have been a literary
theme.
But when we see a piece of art from the classical antiguity or
renaissance we never have the feeling that by this naked

representation of men pornography or obscenity were implied.
The reason is that the artists succeeded in integrating
man’s spirituality in their works of artg..

A Pornographic representation, however, reduce man to
object, the sexual act becoming a sole act of instinct,
t personal relation or higher spiritual meaning,

xual urge of man possesses above all a life preserving
on. In the sexual act man is allowed together with
eator of all 8 to procreate a man, an image of God
existence is unique and indelible.

Isince on the ground of gen-combination there has never

he same man before and also will never be.
BLEJ g@ince man possesses an immortal soul that is
ed for eternal life.

xual ¢ 've has also a gocial function,
r to Pope John Paul’s General Audience of 22nd April 1981:

umé . _ody - the naked human body in the whole reality

or woman - 1s an expression of the personal mutual
surrender of two people.
The ethos of the body, the moral permissibility of his
nakedness on the ground of the personal dignity stands in
close connection with the ethos of the metrimonial system
where the self-surrender of one partner meets the consent
of e other."

. Pc § phy is a sin ageinst God, for it fully

desecrates and profanes the creative collaboration of man
in the sexual act.
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Yornography is 8in against God, 1or it Tully desecrates

and profanes the creative collaboration of man in the
sexual act.

Pornography is a sin against man, for it degrades man

to an impersonal object'of lust without dignity and value,

Pope John Paul Il says: _ , g

"The whole problem of pornovision and pornography has its
source neither in a puritan spiritual attitude nor in a
narrow-minded moralism. It is rather concerned with the most
important, fundamental values to which man cannot be
indifferent, namely because of the dignity of being man,
because of his personal nature and

because of his modeof expression in his beody. -

All contents and values can be formed and deepened by works
of art and by the use of audio-visual aids, :

but at the same time “hey can be destorted and destroyed

in the hearts of me; "

(Osservatore Romano, 8th May 198
In the middle of the seventies some European ‘countries
ruled by marxists began to distinguish between "hard-core'
and "soft" pornography.

‘.'7 The indecent oxr "SOFT PORNOGRAPHY" hurts man -in his feeling
of shame. This includes the showing of mnaked bodies and of
the sexual act. Nowadays group-sex already belongs to soft
pornogrqphy.

Anybody who wants it, can guite easily judge whether printed
publicafions or films can be classified as soft pornography
by asking himself whether he would show this picture or text
to a child or a youngster.

’_’“‘ obscene or "HARD-CORE R"""RA [X" injures the dignity

of man. This includés the show of sexual intercourse
with animals, the abuse of children, Lesbian or homosexual
activity, violent sex etc.

Such a distinction between soft and hard-core pornography
is absolutely illegal in Austria. It is an invention of
marxist judges talking politi. who misuse their social
political positiors.This differentiation resulted in a
still lasting,juridical ingecurity in Austria.




They need no explanations.
The pornographs, too, know what pornography is,

‘ Normal people immediately realise what is pornography or not.

otherwise they could not produce it and keep on
adapting it to the demands of the market.

.; It is only the consumers of pornography that ask for
explanations in order to justify their anomaly and

perversion.
[Henry Miller| the well-known American pornograph,
says, with his tongue in his cheek:
"Po discuss the nature and meaning of obscenity
is almost as difficult as to talk about God."
. Threupon Sir Potter Steward, the judge of the highest

Supreme Court of the USA, replied:|["I kmew it when I saw it." ]

In Austria there is a group of people who is completely
free of doubt regarding the meaning of pornography,
because they have been experiencing its effects in
their own bodies:

‘ It is the prostitutes to whpom their "customers" come
with demands more and more perverse and extravagant.

They find such stimulation in pornographic literature.

Too many politicians in Austria have difficulties in
grasping the nature of pornography and the effects of
sexual offences.

Too many politicians are of the erroneous opinion

that the liberty for the citizens in a state must

be judged by the permissiveness of obscenity.

3

Once I askeél our Austrian politicians whether their

wisdom would be worthwhile being inserted in a philosophical
encyclopedia. I am afraid, it could not even be summerised

in a single fullstop.

As a contrast,I look with re iect upon ~ orge Waahington,‘
the first president of the USA who said the following

in his farewell speech to the American na n:

"Religion and morality are the indispensable support of the public
welfare. A man, undermining those mighty pillars of human happiness

A

is no patriot... Rea i nce prove that morality in the
people cannot exist t n... 1t is exactly these that
have to give wvitali _ i ~ h .to a democratic government."

A2120 « S:3Decnncccnmcenc——— ) Trehacetratine Vistary Mhrar Dhrnnovranhy II (=
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General situation

In the sixties major pressure from influential media:
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, Globe and Mail newspaper
Chatelaine, also from pro-abortion doctors. Western countr
3oing thiou:h a major social revolution. Canadian lzgal
system derives from British laws. In 1838 there was the
Bournecws & minor was aborted. Later came the thalidomide
case in Belgium. In Canada in 1960 the United Church
approved abortion for certain reasons and continues to
suport this position in a rather liberal mpanner.
Alliance for Life came into existence fifteen years ago
when the Canadian Law was changed by the addition of a
clause allowing abortion for the 'life or HEALTH' of the
mother provided the Therapeutic Abortion Committee made
up of three doctors approved of it. From then on only
doctors approving of abortions have sat on these compittees
which literally rubber stamps requests very few being
turned down. There are now two hundr~d and ten educational
pro-life rroups in Canade and two national political pro-
life groups: Coalition for Life and Campaign Life, There
are a number of other groups which are not labelled as
such but who do a lot of pro-life work, i.e. the Catholic
Women's Leasue and the Knights of Colombus. The latter
are also quite generous with their funds in support of the
pro-life work. We have a few university pro-life ¢roups
and I _would like to see a_ owy, ¢n every univers_ .ty coopuc,
Some five Lundred young yTO;CBSlUﬂGlS have been throu h
our Saskatoon group ceslled Joie de Vivre in twelve years
and this accounts for a lot of professional commitment
and sometimes financial support.
Every one of the ten Canadlan provinces is reunresented
on our Nat onal Board of Directors holid at "enst
threeto fous year. There pix Provineie
Associations which help cooxdinate the work done by the
groups in province, they are all registered charities
which means they carry a tax exemption number. On campus
meetings are held most weeks and tables exposing pro-life
nraterial to all the students are manned once a week by

nembers npus club. Every -group holds A.G.Ms yearly
. ele ative and provinces also hold their own
'.I’Io

2/

nal Co ization for Pro-Lite Groups Across Canade



CANADA
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The case of JOE BOROWSKI

Hon Joe Borowski was a cabinet minister in the socialist (NDP)
movernment of Manitoba, Canada when he came to understand through
pro-life lobbying that agbortion was abhorrent to the majority of
Canndians. He joined the struggle for the protection of life and
found that he .ad to resign his post in the cabinet.

He then chose to retain a portion of his taxes saying he was heing
forced to pay for the %illing of unborn babies. He was put in
jril a few times. Then he went on a long hunger strike which was
ey rahlicised until his doetor warned he misght o 2 wis 11fe
ane the wnborn would lose a protector. As a next step he planned
to challenge the Canadian Law on ahortion under the new Charter

of Rights, His case started back in 1978, the Crown used all the
delaying tactiocs available - it was being brought up in the ‘'wrong
court'! -~ Borowski had to fight this argument right up to the level
of the Supreme Court. This took years! The Grown next argued
that as an individual Mr, B. did not have any status or standing
in the Court, followed by round 2 up to the Supreme Court. He

won that one. Round 3 started on May 9th 1983 when his lawyer
arsucd that the abortion law was wrong and invalid in that it

po? ed the killing of unborn persons which is contrary to the
"ri..v to 1ife" provisions of the Bill of Rights and Section

T of the Charter of Rights. His lawyer presented expert testimony
from several experts amongst whom were Dr. Jerome Lejeune from
FPrance, Nr. William liley of New Zealand now deceased, Dr. Heather
Morris, obs._:rieian and gynaecologist and past president of
Alliance for Life and of P 'sicians for Life and others. The
Crown presented no evidence to the contrary and the learned Jjuge

had not brc_zght down hi: rement when I left Canada last week.

A chal ge has no 1 started by the Canadian'Abortion
T. Es Aotion  amue (U ) expected to come in around 1985-86
when the "dynamite" seo »f the Charter - Section 15 - will )
come into action.
In the meant 1e let | make sure we get pro-life cells started

in as many schools as possible and in all universities.
Let us follow the teaching of the Innocents from Scotland, I
really like that approach.

If you would like more information about the educational coordinator

for the groups across Canada please write to the Alliance for Life
address: Mra. Anna Desilets, Executive Direotor, 203 - 379
Broadway avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C OT9 Canada. Tel.
1=204-942-4772

Thank you all for this tremendous get tbogether
' @G0D BLESS

gy M~ (- eacmny ¢~

- —
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Groups organise activities locally and aiso join in on Frovincinl
activities and once a year we are now attempting. Natioral activitizs
Last year we had a National billboard designed by Alliance for Life
and we are planning another one this year. Every group tries to
hold one respect for life week ench yvear and two provinces have
succeeded in holding a pro-life month. ¥or these we usuclly receive
the approbation of *he Mayor of the city or cities and often a
proclnanation by Citv Council accompanied by a photo of the Mayor
sirning the proclamation, This i3 ~ood publicity. We ;1ive talks

in schools, in public and speak on radio open lines once or twice

a ve~rr, Two provinces have expanded their schceol teaching by
hirirng pro-life school teachers to nresent our programme and Saskat-
chewan has requested over a pericd of time, some money from the ’
provincial government and we have just been grfanted the first
$60,000 to esfblish an office with a paid executive director, we
hope thatisome of the other provinces wont{t want to be left behind.

In 1975 Alliance for Life had presented to the Federal parliament
and to the Prime Minister personally the DPetition of One Million
but no action followed. It requested that the same protection
under the law benefit the unborn as recommended in the Declaration
of Rights of the Child. It was by far the largest petition ever
premented to the Canadian parlisment and still is:

Publications: Pro-life news Canada and Actualité Vie are the
official publ.:ations of Alliance for Life. The Human, Lifelines,
Vitality, Right to Life News of Toronto, Interim and now Vital Siensg
of the Physicians for Life Canada are all very informative pro-life |
publications, '
September 17th-24th was pro-life woekripht acrosa Cananda and in -
Sacskatchewan it was celebrated with n mar:thon run with the following
main objectives: to communicate to the public the pro-life message
to implement a comprehensive pro-life programme 0of counselling
services for teenagers and parents in public and in the scrool
systems and to develop and promote an educational programme radio,
tclevision and newspapers. The main objectives were : spiritual,
educational and financial.

i
'
!
[

A recent major blow hag been the decisgion of the Society of Obstetri-?

cians and Gynecologigts mnking the following recommendations to the '

Canandian Medical Associatibn: ’

1) "Therc is great value and urgency for provincial Ministers of |
Health, Education and Social Community Services to integrate i

progrommes devoted to sex sducation with family planning clinics

and abvortion services."

2) "The decision to perform an abortion should be considered a medicni

one and as such the issue of therapeutic abortion should be removed

from Canadian Criminal Law." '

3) " It is recognized that not all practitioners and perhaps not all !

hospitals in Canada are supportive of the principleslof Th.Abortion !
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BOGOTA -- COLOMBIA

LA DEFENGST OF Ln VIDN (70 SUR-AMERTCA

Organizaciones: Defensa de la vidna humana
"Fundacion Derccho =~ Nacer"

Trabajo Praventivos CEMPAFAL Que trrhajn por 1la familin

Métodas naturales: Hna Maria Luisa Arroyo y Hermanas de la caridad
Fundacion Carvajal Misserao

Casas de adopcions Fana, Pisingos, Cran, Casa de la madre y el ni=-
o etes

OBJETIVO DE Ln FUNDACION:

Es una Institucion sin Ar‘-- de lucro, que tiene como objetive prin
cipal luchar contra el at 0 provocado, hsaciendo comprendsr a las-
futur»ms medres, que por c..._.cil que se» su casg, nunca 38 justifica

matar a un inocente,

BREVE HISTCRIA DE LM FUNDOCIONS

finte 1= presentacién en el Sensado en 1,975 ds un proyscto de ley -
permisiva del aborto provocmdo y para dar regpucsta hymans y cris-

tiana al problema del aborto, legalizado o nd, se creo por iniciati
va de ASTRID TAMAYD DE BAYER, la fundncidn Derecho a Nacer, antidad
qjye desda entonces viane nyudqndo a las mujeres, que a Causa de gl-
gun embarszo no deseado, == ancuentran en conflicto y desarrollando
otras actividedes que ser. .. enuncindas,

LUCHA CONTRA EL ABORTO Y SU LECALIZACIONS

Uno de nuestros empefios ha sido el trabajo coretante y dacididn para
crear una conciencia en el pueblo colombiane . .2rca del crimen quse -
se comete cuando s8 provoca un abortao.

Nuestra campafin n traves de los medios de comunicacidn ha sido ardua
y tenaz, especinlmente en 8l afio de 1,979 para impedir que se legali
zara 81 aborto en colombia,

Creemos que la snlu01on no es qua se le permitms a la mujer someter -
se s _un sborto clinico sino, por el contrario, que se le de la edu =
cacidn necesaria en los tem-s sexunles, en el campo ds orientacion -
famiilar y 8n cunanto » su responsabilidad frente a la maternidad,

of o

EL RESPETO A LA VIDA ES EL MEJOR TRIBUTO A DIOS



Sin embargo creemos que aun cu~ndo la ley sea aprobsds tendra -
que hacerse mas intenso nuestro trahajo para mostrar a la mujer
que es un =orto, como lo llevan a cabo y las consecugncias mo=-
rales fisic=as y psicologicas que conlleva, dandole asi la opor-
tunid»d de decidir por si misma de una maner= conscients, para-
que no cometa lo que es un crimen en Al ordsn moral, aunque no-
lo fuere en el orden legrl.

aYLDAS QUE PRESTN LA INSTITUCIONS

l. Orisntacidn sobre la dignidnd de la mnternidad e informacion
sobre el parto y cuid~dos del bebe

2o Consejeria individual a nivel de pareja y de fomilia

3, Servicics medicos, psicologicos y psigquiatricos

4, Orientacion sobre los recursns de la mnternidod y de la co-
murilid~d, cgmo centros de snlud, hospitales y clinices

S. Exsmenes medicos para ls madre y sl bebe

6. Facilidedes para examenes de laboratorio

7o Curscs de capacitacion en artes y oficios

Be Cursos dominicnles de form=cion maral

9., Consecucion de cmsas para alojamiento durante el embarazo

10, Bolsa de empleo ,

11, Seguimiento de casos, incluyendo visitas domiciliarias w hos

pitslarinas,

D 'NRTAMENTO DE EDUCACIONS
1 han organizado dos Semiasnrios Latinoamericanos con el propé-
0 de crear en los paises vecinos una conciencia sobre la ne-
cesid~d de prepararse para defender la vida que, aunque no esta
atacada por las leyes, si estan las mujeres utilizando el abonr-
to como un medio mas de planificacion familiar como solucion =
un problema,

En estos aflos de trabajo hemos atendido aproxim-damente 4,000 -
mu jeres encontrando que 8llss llegan al aborto por no tener ayuy
da afectiva y oportuna en el momento del problema,

Son muchas las mujeres que gracins a numstra ayuda han logrado-
darle vida a sus hijos, dejsr 1la prostitucion, el concubinatn,-
las drogas etc,

Algunas han form=do sus hogares con la bendigién de Dios, otras
has salvado su matrimonio de la dssinteqracion, muchss han sido
perdonadas y comprendidas por sus familias y aceptadas luego -
en sus hogares con sus hijos.

Camo algun=s no pueden psrmanecsr con sSus bebes por diferentes-
causms8, algunos de estos niffos han sido organiz=dos por nuestra
fundacion, a traves de las casas de =dopcion, en hogares donde
sllos encuentran el ~mbiente propicio para su des=rrollo y for-
macion,
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L=s paraj~as adoptantes deten llanar requisitos tales como:
Entrevista

Estudio Social

Exnmenes medicos y p31cologicos

Ser Catolicos practicantes

Asistir al sncuentro matrimonial

Demostrar l» cnusa de su infertilidad

Todo esto se requierg par> darle al nifio una minima garant{a de-
saguridad vy proteccion familiar,

NUE SE ESTA HACIENDO EN DEFENSA DE Ln VIOA?

iUno de nuestros empaefios ha sido el trat-jo constante y decidido~
paTa crear uns conciencia 8n el pueblo colomhiano acerca del crf
men que se comete cumando se provoca un ahortos

Lr mos que la soluulon ng es que se permita a la mujer sbortar -
sino que se le dé aduuqclon necesaria en los temas sexuales, en -
8l eampo de orientacion familiar y frente a su responsabilidad -
com madre.

Nuestro trabajo se hace muy intenso para mostrar a la mujer que-
2§ un aborto, como se lleva a cabo y las consecuencias morales,-
fisicas y psic01091Cas gue conlleva, dandole as{ la oportunidad=~
de decidir por s{ misma de una manera consciente para que no co-
meta una falts en el drden moral aunque no lo fuare en el orden-
legal.

POR QUE DEFENDEMOS LA VID&?

A ests pregunta respondemos con la conclusion a la que llegaron
an octubre de 1.976 en Wasington un grupo de ,autoridades de todo
el mundo en el campo de la medicina, leyes, etica y ciencias sg-
ciales, en el cual solamante el 207 de los a51stente§ eran catd-
licos."La mayorla de nosotros no pudo encontrar ningun punto o -
ataps en el tiempo que transcurre entre la union del esparmato -
zoide y del ovulo o por lo menos entre 1= etapa de implantacion-
y 8l nacimiento de un nifio, anterior al cual pudisramos decir =~
Gque esa vidn no es humana. Los eambios que ocurren entre la im =
plnntncion, el embrion de seis sem~nas, y 8l feto de seis mesese
y la pegsonn ~dulta son simplemente etapams de crecimiento y madyu
racian,

Podrlamos citar aquf todos los argumentos Fllosoflcos, morales,-
teolagicos, JurldlCOS etc, que se dsn en pro de la videj como so
mos un pueblo Catolico, solo vamos 8 hacer referencia a 1la doc -
trina de la Iglesis con respecto al aborto provoc=do,

La Iglesia condena cnmo grave ofsnsa » la dignidad humana y a la
justicia, todas las actividadas como sl anticoncepcionismo, la =
ester11i29c1on, el aborto provocsado, y expresa su preocupacion -
nor 1a vide a través del guinto mandamiento "NO MaTARASY

Ntenagoras en defensa de los cristisnos en sl siglo II, defiende
la vida desde sl seno m~tsermo, diciendo que loas fetos ys son ob=-
jetivo de selicitud por parte de la providencia,.
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Uno de los documentos mas famosas 8s la Didache o doctrina de -
los apostoles, ascrito a fines del siglo I en el cumsl dices "NO
mMATARAS CON EL ABORTO EN EL FRUTO DEL VIENTRE, NO HARAS PERECER
oL NINO Yn NAZIDOY,

as{ podrfamos continuar citando document,s de 13 Iglesia, de -
San Agustln, de fertuliano, Graciano, 5anto Tomas. Pablo VI stcy
hasta llegar a Juan Pablo 11, actual Papa y el primer defensor—
de la vida humana. Argumento Jurfdico podriamos citar €l artfculc
cunrto de la declaracion Universal de los Derachos Humanos, sus
crito por colombia y aprobado por la ley de 1,972, gue dices =
"Toda persona tiene derecho a gue se rsspete su UldH. Este dere
cho estara proteg;do por la ley y en gsnaral a partir del momen
to de la concepcion,

Nadie puede ser privado de 1ln vida arbitrariamente, La ley esta
hecha segun nuestro codlgo, par~n defender la vida, honra y bis=-
nes de los ciudadanos". Y para concluir queremos destacar las -
pnlabras del Sefior Presidente de los Est~dos Unidos Ronald Rea-
gan quien en un discurso sobre el ~borto, presentndo en el con-
greso de los Estados Unidos dices Cunl es entonces la verd~dera
conclusion? vo he dicho frecqantemonte que cuando nosotros ha-
bl=mos del aborto sstamos hﬂblando de dos vidss, 1a vida de la=
madre y l= vida del nifio adn no n-cido, si usted no sabe si un-
cuarpo est= v1vo‘ o muerto nuncs debe;xa enterrarlo. Piensoc gue
esta consider~cion por si mism~ deberin ser suficiente para no-
sotros psr» insistir en 1la proteccxon dal no nacido,

A traves de nuestro di-rio convivir con las futuras madres Ly en
los Semin-rinc que hemos re~lizado, llegamos a la conrlusion aue
las causas que llevan » 1la mujer al aborto son las siquientess

- La llber9c1on femenina mnl entendidn

- La migrac1on de la mujer Cnmp951np haci~ 1lns ciudades

- La escssez de recursos economicos

- &1 honor dg la f-milin

- La violacion h-ciendo culpable »l nifio y no al hombre irrespon
sable

- La planiFiCncion artificianl , que concientiza 8n contr~ de la
maternidad que lleva al aborto prowcado a convertirse en un =
medio m~s de contral n-tal, No podemaos olvidar gue los anticon
ceptivos y el dispositivo intra-~uterino son micro-=bortivos.

- EY machismo colombi~no,que hace que el hombre desconozca lo -
que es l- respona=b1¢1d ~d y 1~ fidelidad,

- El1 desbhord=imiento de todo lg erotico y pornograflco, A través-
de los medins de comunicacion en los cuamles se presents el se=-

X0 como la pmnacea de 1~ vida, peroc no se habla de responsabi-
lidQU.

CunL ES Lr SITUACION DE LA MUJER Y LA MATERNIDAD EN LA SOCIEDAD-
coLOMBIANA?

Tomando como base los tr-bajos de los doctores Jose Galat, Rober
to Cafete y Yolands M-rtinez de Samper, as{ como las hlstorlas -
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narradas por’lcs cisntos de mujeres que hsn acudido a la Funda
01on, concluimos que la mujer colombiana atravieza por una di-
ficil 51tUﬂc1cn que en muchns ocasionAas la inducen = tomar so-
luciones faciles y apresurnd=s tales como la °9p~r~c1on, gl =
aborto, 1a prost1tuc1on 8l abandonn de los hijos stc.

Quiza el aspectg mas notable de dicha situacidn la constituyan
1ln desintegrac1on familiar, con la consecuente deficiencias en-
1l formacion de los hijos, qulienes gensralmente guadsan bajo el
cuidado de 1la madre o son abnndonados y se convierten en mendi
gos o pequefos delincuentes/

Por otra prrte, la mujer que es ahandon~da por su compaiiero =
se ve en l» necesidad de sduc~r ella sola = sus hijos, se sien
te mngustiada y desanimada, em muchos cnsos no esta preparada-
pasra la maternidnd menos aun psara asumir todas las responsabi
lid~des dentro de la familia, algun»s de estas mujeres reaccio
nan con un rechazo hnacim sus hlJO%, otras se dedican a buscar-
rnpidamente otro compafiero y viven un frocsso tras otro,

PROYECTOS

l, Crear la Universidad del Amor

£l Or, Roberto Caflets, en compnii{s de la directgra de 1la =~
Fundacion y otros prestantes profesionales, estan trabajap

do en la elaborscion de un proyecto de "Centro educativo para
8l amor", al estilo de una Universidad a donde puedan asig
tir dasde los niffos h=23st~ los ancianas psra aprender todo lo
relacion~do con el amor y ls responsabilidad que este con-
lleva, buscando una formacion inteqral del hombre que le -
permit» ser excelente cényuge y m:gnfflcn padre de familia.

2o Abrir uns rosidencia para mndres solteras y madres con ni-
Mos.

3, Orgsnizar una cnsa de adopciuvnes para complementar el tra-
ba joe

4. ONddemas se gquiere organizar un consultorio mntrimonial‘ que
trnbnjnrn también en prternidad responsable con los metodos
naturalase

NECESIDeDES URGENTES

. K] * . e £
l, Cansaguir la financiacion de los proyectos sxistentes,



i - °resent situation on the anti~ and pro-life front - September 1983

1. I must point at the Pact, Pirst, that the situation ia France, although pxesenting

special (national) features, has many things in common with other European countrieg
and even other "developed" countries all around the world. Thig is to be explained by
the worldwide effort to control population - and people's minds!

2. Previous situation: Until the 50's, France had a 1920 law forbidding abortion (al-
ready punished by the Napoleon Code, 1810) and contraceptive propaganda. In fact,
there was contraception (coitus interruptus & condom), and also an indeterminate number

of illegal abortions, as well as a malthusian movement & a trend to find safe methods
of birth regulation. emograpn Problems the Revoluticnary and Napoleonic
wars had taken their toll (1792-1815: 1,4million dead and disappeared), and alsc the
1870-1871 war, and above all the 1st World War (1,4R dead, 740,000 disabled soldiers),
and finally the 2nd World Var (205,000 soldiers dead & 330,000 civilians) A strong im=-
migration had already taken place (1872-1940: 3,5M). Just before the 2nd World War, a
“Code of the Family" was set up to encourage fertility and enbance family life.
3. In the mid~50's, a Gynaecologist, Dr LAGROUA WEILL-HALLE, sets up "Maternité Heureu-
se" (4 appy Motherhood'), to help couples to plan their Pamily and avoid abortions; she
advocates the available means then: the condom & the diaphragm. But her 'Mi' (1956)
becomes an affiliate of IPPF (1958) and changes its name in 1960 to "Mouvement Francaig
P i ilial®, bringing France infsthe worldwide population contrsel trend:
not only "birth regulation", but birth-control, with 2 strong emphasis on 'control':
the whole outlook of Prenchcouples changes and becomes slowly nostile to the child
*unplanned” = "unwanted" = rejected.
4. The availability of the Pill & the IUD in the mid-60's (even if they are used only
by a minority), tends to reinforce the trend against Family Planning restrictive regu-
lations; an intense campaign develops whose outcome is the Family Planning Law (Xmas
12§1) legalizing contraception; a strong fertility decline has already begun around 64-
65 in France (and all European countries, except Greece), meaning that the anti-child
mentality is more important than the means used.
5. The anti-child trend is worsened by "modern! contraceptive practice which by itgel?
cheapens the intrinsic value of the child and tends to mask the natural procreative
function of sex; people, more or less unconsciously & helped by clever propaganda, are
slowly prepared to reject and 'eliminate' an unplanned child through abortion.
6. At the same time, the popylation control lobby which wants to curb the so-called
"population explosion® in the Third World, encourages that turn of mind which will
help to give a useful example to countries historically depending on France (former
colonies, Near East, Latin America). lience, the alow preparation for the legalization
of abortion in France.
7. The pro-abortion campaign is set up in the early 70's; it follows the usual lines:
‘aard cases', very high figures of illegal abortions supposed to kill or cripple tens
of thousands of women among the hundredsof thousandswho undergo abortions (our National
Institute of Demography says 300,000, but that figure is based, among many 'errors', on
male abortion deaths (YES: the French are clever!g? still, that figure is taken serious-
ly by our Parliament and public opinion and is instrumental (‘'scare tactics') in the
passing of the 'provisional' Abortion Law (1974) made 'final' in 1979 (as it had been
instrumental already in the passing of the Family Planning Law, 1967
8. The French Abortion Law is one of the most liberal: abortion on demand up to 10 weeks
then 'therapeutic' abortion up to... birth (the law debars any ‘time-~limit‘ for late
abortion). Social Seclirity pays up to 80% of expenses as of late 1982,
9., Present situation and results of the clanges in laws and minds:
- 60's: illegal abortions: 300,000 (but see 7.]; Average number of children per woman:
2,75
- 1970-19;4: " " H a° 4° H " " " " " o
2,36 (anti~child mentality at work)
- 1975-1981: legal abortions: up from 134,000 to 182,000; average number of children :
1,89 (so, the numbers of aborticns have been halved by opening abortion wards
and clinics everywhere! and we are told that abortion do=s not result in
declining birthrates! The Frendhare clever, I tell youl!)
!0+ Social and regional disparities tend to_disappear; brainwasiding has beeneffective,
through the media, on all groups (in  uding irvellectuals, clergy, M.Ds., political
groups of all denominations: leftist, r tists, centrists..; farm as well as industrial
wvorkers, etc.




te births (doubling from 6-~7% to 13-14% in less than |G Years K yithou mentioning
abortion of these babies; decrease of marriage rate; increace of divorce rate after
law reform in 1975 making it easier: numbers almost treble between 1960 & 19803 1 in
4 marriages breaks instead of 1 in 10, and after a shorter durarion; remarriage rate
decreases (fiscal advantages for unmarried working persons?); VD lexplogion®, etcCeee
12. i 1 (even if the good effects of a better birthrate in the 50's
are still extant), and esuthanasia for 'social’ reasons is (cautiously) envisaged:
simply allowing the State to choose 'care priorities?,
13. The Churches in France; protestant commnities (or leaders?) have been active in
the fight for liberalization of abortion, contraception divorce, homosexuality.
The Catholic Church has been deeply divided since "Humanae Vitae® {1968t Encyclical
rejecting contraception): the bishops have usually worked for life, but have been {and
are still?) unaware of the far-reaching international politicad implications of the
problems, hence limiting themselves to moral (and un-effective) statements; priests &
religious suffered also, with still less pogsibilities to understand what is really at
stake: most of them, at least among the older, tend to be faithful to the teaching -of
the Church (andNatural Law & Human Rights), but do not know how to help the laity to
fight and to implement (or try to) it through NFP (still in infancy in France). Of
course these problems do not help to £ill up Seminaries and Novitiates: small families
and moral uncertainties do not produce many vocations...
14. French pro-life organizations: they are few and fairly weak: they have been given
a bad name & image by the media (rightists, fascists, etc...) to avoid taking them
seriously: "Laissez-les~Vivre" (Let Them Live) is the main organization campaigning
for the right to life and against abortion (a big success was the pro-lLife march on
15 May 1982 in Paris with 50,000 people); "S0S.Futures Méres" (SO0S.Expectant Mothers)
is the caring branch of the same organization, but saves only a tiny minority of the
unborn babies at risk; other organizations (“Emmanuel®, "Magnificat®...) try to have
babies adopted. But all these organizations have a long way to ¢go to compare to pro=
life organizations in other countries.
15. What about the future? Difficult to say! There is worry among demographkers and
government officials about the decling birthrate and its consaquences; so, they
are cautiously advocating pro-natalist policies; but this will not be sufficient to
change the situation (cf Eastern European countries...). What will have to be done
is to reaffirm the right to life as a basic principle on which to rebuild the National
Community; but these people are not yet prepared to do that, and it is terribly
difficult for pro--lifers to make themselves heard, as the media are adverse to any
publication following that line. The international dimensions are generally unknown
to public opinion (for tbe same reasons); our demographers and scientists are careful
to avoid any hint at the real causes of the anti-life trend in Europe or/and in the
whole world; and they do not waver to issue misleading or false information, for ing-
tance they are still denying the obvious links between legalized contraception/abortion
and declining birthrates. This must be underlined, as it may apply also to other
countries: any statement from our Demographic Institute must be considered unreliable
until carefully double-checked... (which is not always easy!). This may seem tooharsh
a judgment, but there are too many exwaples of double-talk and lies during tco many
years!
16. The only real bope is to try to work on the very people who changed the laws:
politiciang and MPs; and with and through them come back to what is really at
staket the fundamentals of any civilized society; and international justice for the
poor who are the ultimate aim of the anti-life population control movement. This is
extremely difficult; that is why we must rely on Higher Powers than ours, but also
work harder for 'the smallest of our brothers'. September 25th, 1983

N.B. = This has been written rather hurriedly (Fr) René BEL
and is no more than a tentative contribution... Foyer Jean XXIII
Please take it as such...! 87400 ST LEONARD DE NOELAT

France






3. » LEVEL: The national level 1 i i
year B preparations will be this

that has "Respect Life" as its main theme
) : to
get: ;. Pius X College in Goregaon, Bombay, from Novémber

We hope to draw up a definite plan of action at
the level under the auspices of CHAI.

PREPARATION OF EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

While discussing the future activities in this field, it was felt
that education of our people on the various aspects of the problem
of abortion, euthnasia, etc. and their implications on the lives
of our people, is very important in our country. As film, color
slides, etc. are very powerful media of instruction, it was
proposed to produce a documentary film and a set of slides on the
theme of abortion. The preparations of these are on, in
collaboration with the Film and TV departments of AMRUTHAVANI
Communication Center in Hyderabad and the Xavier Institute of
Communications in Bomaby. The set of slides will be ready by
November in time for the annual convention and the film may take
a bit longer and probably will be shown by the end of 1983.

CONCLUSION

While speaking about Pro-Life Movement and, at the same time,
being cogniscent of the plight of millions of our people in
India, I cannot but add a very important dimension of this
problem-~the problem of justice. We need to be concerned not
only with the unborn and the aged, but also with the many millions
in the country like ours who are denied of a decent human living
because of abject poverty or even destitution. We also hope to
add our small contribution in this regard, especially through our
community health programs. I do hope that I will get more
inspiration, ideas and help from this conference to initiate and
sustain this all-important apostolate in our country through the
Catholic Hospial Association of India.

Fr. John Vattamattom SVD
Executive Director, CHAI, &
Secretary, Health section of the
CBCI Commission for Justice,

Development and Peace,
New Delhi

September 25, 1983
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r ; Dr. Sr. CATHERINE BERNARD., M.B.B.S.

Back Ground Information :

In 1952 India was one of the first countries in the world to implement

d 'National Birth Control program and formulate definite policies
regarding population growth.

The national program currently employs all contraceptive methods,
sterilization and abortion as part of its population policy and employs
these means to reduce its population.

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare implements ite programs
through State Branches, which in turn operates through its districts

and ¢ mary health centres. There are about II,000 such active units
in the country.

The Government owned operatiomal net work further enlists the co-operat-
ion and support of private sector agencies and institutions to implement
its programmes to reduce the birth rate. There are about 6,000 such
branches active in the country.

In I972 the bill to legalise abortion was introduced in Parliament,

and in I973 it was implemented under the title "Medical Termination

of Pregnancy Act".

Legal abortions were permitted :

I, Pregnancy as a risk to the mothers health.

2.8hould be performed in a hospital recognised by the Government.

3. In case of rape.

4. The couple having arrived at the desired size of the family ,with

i desired sex of the children.
5. Could be performed in the first trimester.
6.With the approval of two physicians, so that illegal abortions can be
stobnoed.

the conditions ™ ' n, today none of the conditions
are they be g » Over I2 million abortions were
tore 1973, to vy 3 over 25 mil n abortions being

camd 1 R
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Abortion is now a measure and method of population control in India.

With its many associated problems of poverty ,malnutrition ,unemployement
etc. the poor are made powerlgss,life is mutilated and robbed of its

value and meaning for them. The subtle pressures of the Government deprive
people of their_right to life and a better standard of living.

PRO LIFE PROGRAM3S IN INDIA:-

I wish to share with you the efforts that are being made with regard to
Pro Life efforts in India, in terms of known programs,projects and
organisational set up.These efforts commenced in India in the I960's,
through Family Welfare Centres,Family Service Centres, Family Life Centres
Family Programs etc.These efforts have progressed steadily over the years
both as organised efforts and program expansion,in the different parts of
the country.

The programs are basically Church related structures,sponsored and support
ed by the dioceses with the assistance of funding agencies.Uf the 120
dioceses in India,74 have programs/projects related to family life.About
I4 dioceses. and I Region have well organised and comprehensive Family
Services while others are essentially Natural Family Planning Programs.
The two umbrella orsanisations under which the diocesan/resgional units
function are The Department for the Family with its head office in
Bangalore, and the Natural Family Planning Association of India with its
main office in New Delhi.Thqbepartment for the Family (of The Catholic
Bishops Conference of India)has annually a meeting of Consultors ,where
policies and dlrectives are formulated to the different disciblines

of Family Life.The N.F.P.A.I. is directly related to implementation of
N.F.P.programs in the dioceses. The current regords state that 120,000
user couples are using N.F.P.-primarily the Billings Ovulation Method.

TAMIL NADU - SOUTH_INDIA:

I would now like to focus on the State of Tamil Nadu,where the Family
Development Centre established by the Regional Bishop's Council is the
only region thet has an organised regional set up in the country.Located
in Tiruchirapalli,the Centre promotes and co-ordinates the activities of
the I3 dioceses in the state.Since its inception in I976, the centre

has focussed on a five pronged approach in all its programmes.

I. Family Life Education

2. Preparation for Marr<-~-2.
3.Natural Family Planni....

A
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WUCATION:

rammes foster an integrated education to Human sexuality

also Marriage and parenthood. These programs are promoted
and college programs.

+ focus on a more immediate preparation and deal with more
proximate areas of marriage and family life.

The Regional Centre has thus far organised and conducted :

Three leadership programs for Directors responsible for diocesan programs.
~ Twelve Seminars for school / college teachers

- Ten programs for parents

- Thirteen programs for Diocesan clergy

~ Eighteen school -college programs

- Four training programs for team couples for Marriage preparation.

- Five programs for prospective couples.

N. RAL FAMILY PLANNING;

-

The intensive program for N.F.P.Was launched in I978 with the grant
received from Misereor -West Germany. The. program has £8 full time staff
who form the Diocesan support'staff. The N.F.P.program (Billings Ovulation

Method)has had a definite impact on Family life in the state.(as evaluated
~The Impact of N.F.P.on the Family as a Unit.)As per our records there

are 43,792 user couples of whom 40,516 are using the method for spacing
or limiting pregnancy.?,276 are using the method for achieving pregnancy.
Total number of infermed choice pregnancy is II9 ,and no method related
pregnancy.

8 couples have come off contraception and now using the 0.M. success-

fully., and 2I0I couples who have had I -~ IO abortions are now using the
O.M. successfully.

The summative and impact eveluation is in progress,and the results will
be published in April I984.

UNCELLING SERV™"7S :

ioc £ our programs has not been adeguately developed for want
d --° compete .t personnel.

BR QB3:
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Section to deal with abortion and related issues.The first march for life

in dia was organised on the 28th.Dec 1979, marking the active functioning

of ..is section. Affiliated to the World Federation of Doctors who respect

lur-- Life ,the centre has over the last five years been active in

creating an awareness among the public at large on the reality of aﬁortion
] 3 of Human life.

ciation of Doctors (Tamil Nadu)was established on 28th .

o v4 uuctors as active members.The Association is organising
itself ) function more emphatically to enlist the membership of more

me: rsonnel,and then to work on an organised level against abortion-
co. . 1 | programs, primarily among medical proqfessionals.

OVER ALL ORGANISATION AND THRUST OF THE T.N.F.D.C.

Witk I2 full time staff,the regional centre concentrates in promoting
a PRO-LIFE and PRO-FAMILY mentality in and through all its programs.

A note worthy accomplishment of The T.N.F.D.C . was the First International
Congress for the Family of Asia and Australia,that was held in Madras-
India in Jan .1983,wher.325 participants from 28 countries participated.
The Congress focussed on the various facets of Family Life,and creating

an awareness about the various factors and realities that are destructive

of Family Life in today's world.

l
Apoutcome of the Congress is the establishment of the Asian Family Services ,

established in Madras-India,fhis section of the T.N.F.D.C,co-ordinates and
disseminates information ,data and assists in services to those centres
in Asia that request assistance.

In and through its programmes ,the centre focusses on the essence and
dignity of human life,and family life ,firmly adhering to the teachiﬁ@ of
the Church.

Our hope, prayer and vision is to gather strength and momentum,and while we
do so,to influence change in the anti-life mentality and programs.in our

g
country, and to influence in some way,the camps and campaigns ﬂ; favour
of abortion and sterilisation.

Our Vision ts one of a more humanised world and society, a society of

iustice and peace, of hope and love, and we strive to work at it through
ar motto "WE HAVE PLACED OUR T.__ 9T  ILOVE."




BLAN - Protect Life ip All Nations. Sus.

Report from the Delegatinn from Irelan,

You may have heard that ireland passzed a constitational amentment proter:ing
unborn life from {ts earlicst moments on Sentember 7th last, The

amendment became part of our Constitution after a long har? fought political
campaign, when at a povular referendum, the Irish voople voted 66,45% in

favour of the measure in & 53,6% nnll turnout,

Only five of the country's 11 conalituencies rejected the measure and thege
rejections were only marainal. On average urhan area. voted 53% in
favour of the Amendment und rural arcas voted 7% in favour. The hilghest

vote in favour was 82.5%,.

The campaign was fought in a difficult situation where the Government was
opposed to the Amendmenti and the Prime Minister vent «n National television
two days before polling day to urge the peonle tn vote against it, on

the most spurious grouncda. The media alnost Lo a man, campalgned actively
againat the Amendment. The Catholle Bishops, on the other hand, used the
pulpits effectively on the Sunday of Septenber 4th to urge the people to

vote 'Yes'.

In all, the Referendum showed that two thirds of the people rejected

the persuasions of the media, the “overnment, thoe Prime .tinister ana

the deliberate confusion sown hv the powerful enti-amendment lobby.

The victory must be & stimulus to the defenders of tiradilional values as
well as a necessary probiaction to the unborn child, itois in light of
all the contrived confusien, that one must cautiourl, cvatuate the

apparently high 'Me' votce of 337,

In the first place, & 'No' vobe world not have Leen oo rocived by the
majority who so voted ay a vote for abortion, They - uld have regatded
the fact that abortion was already totally bannsd Ly the civil law as
adequate, They would not have understood the nece’ {r constlitutional
backing to the Law, Then they were confused by the opposition who said
constantly that this amendment would bring in abortion rather than keep
it out; strangely at the same time, the opposition ciaimed thot tha
Amendment was 80 tight that it would not allow operations for ectopic
pregnancies and would ban contraception, The major influence cumpelling
many to vote 'No' however, would have been the oprosition of the Prime
Minister, Dr, Garret Fitzgerald, his Attorney General and the Government

to say nothing of the constant media campaign against the Amendment.

THE AMFNTWMENT ACHIEVED.

The i . nent which has passcd into the Irish Constitution takes its
place as Article 40, Part 3, Cubsection 3, I will re:d what Article
40 says about the 'born' and chow hew the new amendment {its into the
aeneral picture,

1 is headed Fundamental Rights and Personal ights and reads

..



1. A1} citizens shall, ac human personc, be held conal LoZore the law,
This shall not be b:1d to mean that the Stote shall nob in its enactment -
have due regard to differences of capacity, physical and moral, and of social
function,

2.19 Titles of nobility shall not be conferred by the st .4 .

2,2° No title of nobility or of honour may be accepted by 1y citizen except with
the prior approval of the Government,

3.1 The State guaranteces in its laws to respect, and, as far as practicable, by

. its laws to defen? and vindicate the personal riahts of the citizen,

The State shall, in marticular, by its lavs protect as bect it may from unjust

attack and, in the case of injustice done, vindicate the life, person, good

name, and property rights of every citizen.

Next the new subsection created Dy the Amendment reads:-
3.3° The State acknowledges the right to life of the unborn -~nd, with due reqard to
the equal right to life of the mother, guarantees in its laws to respect, and,

as far as practicable, hy its laws to defend and vindicate that right,

You will note that the Amendment protecting unborn life is coached in the same
terms as the clauses defending the born, The only new vords in the Amendment are
right to life of the unborn' and 'equal right to life of the mother', The reat
of the words used occur elsewhcre in the Constitution and have been so definad by

Court decisions that they have a »owerful leqal history behind them,

Comments on the Amendment vieording.

Based on US precedents, the Amendment we had been seeking was couched in the form of:
"The State acknowledges the right to life of the unborn ¢hild from the moment of
fertilisation and quarantees to protect that riaht by ite iou-®, This is wh.t we
bad submitted. When the Government of Mr. Charles Haughey, unveiled the rrusent

Amendment on 2nd November, 1912, wr were mildly shocked until we looked at it more

cloasely.
Looking at our Amendment from the point of view of a oerron vho knows the nglish
language and knows nothing abwut Lhe frish lonstitution, th. word 'unborn' seems

to pose problems. Does it mean protection from 'fertilisation' or {rom some such
vndefined point as 'viability'? Ts 1t reallv a protection to the unborn child

or is it the gateway to abortion?

The words 'as far as practicablz' algo seem to open escape hatches, Perkaps 1t
would not be 'practicable' vhere the mother's ‘'‘health' {s threatened cr in cases

of rape or incest etc.?

In this context one has to mzntion the fact that Ireland has two languages
English and Irish or Gaelic, In cases of doubt in the interpretation of a law or
2 clause in the Constitutien, prcfercnce must be given to the Gaelic version as

that is the first national language.

Now the Irish version of this 7mendment is far more »recise and unambic<uous than
the English version and this iz the version which will rule in the event of any

dispute. In Gaelic, 'right to lifa of the unborn' is rendered by 'ceart na mbeo
gan breith chun a mbeatha' which means literally 'the riaht of all living hefore

birth to their lives'. This gcts over the legal probloms of mivsonhood or whether
s 3 g P
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ge really be c: child. It ia widely held thst a judicial
331 n of the wol rn" could only gee it as going back to fertilisation.
larly the words 'as far as practicable’ are much slyueser In the Irish version
have k' 1 rigidly defined by the Judiciary over a long period to mean as far as
umanly and reasonably possible. No State can guarantce to defend anybody's
- absolutely, but has to limit such a guarantee In Boiw way. The limitation
may be due to riot or civil commotion or something which is beyond the Stutes
temporary or permanent ability to control, That does not mean that it wmost not

try its utmost,

After studying the wording which we were offered by the Government, and after
consulting with lawyers both inside and outside Ireland, including Professor
Charles Rice from Notre Dame, tho Irish pro life groups accepted the Amendment without

reservations,

That is the formulation which we have had inserted irto oor flonstitution,

I shall now speak briefly con the Irish background te tihve oro life amendment

campaign, our social history and the vicissitudes of the campaign, T would like to
streng at the outset, that the successful results achieved are not due to human effort
though many people worked hard ond selflessly. Many mistokes were made, conatant
infighting took place and there is no doubt that often our greatest problems were
internal ones, Yet miraculously, we escaped the natural consequences of our
nistakes and divisions and indeed they turned into strengths instead of disastar.
That the campalgn succeeded is purely a gift of Divine Providence for which no
Individual or group can claim credit. '~ Obviously in soite of oursclves, God intended
that we should have our Amendment,

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ANTI-LIFE MOUFMENT IN IRELAND,

Whilst in the last decades of the ninecteenth century and the first decadoes of the
present century, the phileosophy of pepsilation limitations took root, in Britain,
Eutope and the United States, freland  yas almest unaffected, firitain, in
1925, was the first country to leqalise contraception, The Fimily Plauning
Association was founded there in 1930 and The Abortion TLaw Reform Ausociation was
founded in 1936 to fight for the remeal of the anti-abortion laws. Ahortion vas
legalircd in Lenin's Rugsie in the nineteen twenties; arnund the name i, in the
German il.imar Republle aborticn was fairly widely nracticod, Thig was the -eriod
in Germary whan Karl Dinding and Alfred Hoche wrote The Relcage of the Destruction
of Life Dcvoid of Value, Thig book has been called the philosophical basis of the
anti-life movement, Hitler's euthanasia policieg and {he deoth caaps were clearly
connected with it at the Wuremberqg trials. Whilst all this wasz happening in
Britain and Furope, ITreland actually went firmly in the-opnﬁaifﬂ direction,
The Criminal Law Amendment Act was enacted in 1935 which forbade the importation
and sale of contraceptives. Literature advocating contraception had already been
[orbidden under the Censorship of Publications Act of 1929, This latter Act was
strictly enforced un to about 1967, as regards the advoecacy of contraception,
Tt still forbids the advocacy of abortion. Abortion is forbidden by The Offenses
ingt The Person Act of 1861 aund the prohibition is total with no exceptions,
re are some weaknesseg in this act, however, such as the nerd to prove intent
the use of the words 'unla.siul' and 'unlawfully' vhen reforrirg to taking druas

h the intent of causing a miccarrings.’
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in a climate more favourable toward: abertion and jn ih~ absence of any Constitutional
protection for the unborn child, the word ‘unlawful', vhich sudggests that the action
can sometir -~ bhe lawful, could open the door to abortion if challenaed 3n Court,

One of the greatest difficulties with this Act is thit It Joes not datine abortion.
This would have made it very difficult to apply it to the newer early pre-imnlantat-
ion or pnst-implantation abortion techniques guch as menstruol aspiration, IULD.'s
or to prostaglandin pessaries,

Over the years, only very isolatced inctances of illegul abortion were evident in
Ireland such as the Coleman canse in the late forties o1 tiv. Cadden case in the mid
fifties, T.ere is no evidence of illegal abortions being nerformed there now,

due, no doubt, to our proximity to Britain, Abortion did not mpanifest itself as

a problem in Ireland until the British Abortion Act was passed in 1967, In 1968,
64 abortions were performed on residents of the Irish Republic in abortion clinics
in England and Wales, This number eccalated each vear until it reached 3,€03
abortions for the year 1981, the latest vear for which figures are available,

The birthrate for 1981 was 72,355 a rate of 21,0 per 1000 nopulation.

The abortion rate for residents of the Republic in 1981 reprosents 4.97% of tnc
birthrate, It 1is small by European standards, Abortion runs at 20% of the
birthrate in England, Wales, i'rance and ltaly, considerably higher in Sweden und
Denmark and often exceeds the birthrate behind the Iron Cvrtain, Ry international
standards the Irish abortion rate is not high and secms to be levelling off,

From 1968, however, until the end of Scptember, 1982, the ofticial figures ottest
that 25,218 women from the Irish Republic were aborted in England and Wales.

Since the early seventies, we knew that various family planning clinics had been
referring women overseas for abnrtions, This was done covertley and they woula
deny doing so when challenged, Since 1980, however, there have been two abortion
referral agenciesopcrating openly 1n Dubtlin, They puclish figures reqularly on
women whom they have counsclled and for whom they have boaoked abortiors in britain,

e

¢ Nirector of Publiec Prosecutions takes no action - a»ortion referral, that j-
with persons or organisations in Ireland assisting a wowan to obtain an abortion
taide the country, The Public Prosecutor gsaid thot abortion referral is not
illegal as a person is being advised to do something vhich though a crime in Ireland
ig perfectly legal in the country where it is taking place, He did, however, state,
in 1981, in the course of a radio interview that he abhorr.d the nractice and said
that there is nothing to aton the legislature from criminalising abortion referral.
Such legislative action would not, of course, stop aborticn referral. We are too
close to Britain and the amount of surveillance which a democratic 9nvernment could
cagry out in this area 1o very timitod, From that point oi viww it 15 in our beut
interest to sec permissive abortion lawg removed from the .tatute book in Britain,
However, criminalising abortion referral would put it heyond the pale of the law
and would nrevent it beinyg carried out on an owenly organis «1 bausis as it i3 nou

with the two referral centres in Dublin.

ireland's progress down the anti-life road has bheen rciatively rapid, Prom a

nation whern there was wractically ne contraception and +f -~ latelv no aovorrion

fifteen years ago, we have now come to the point where we Love freely avaiiable
aceptiver even in our Third level Colleges and ve pre ahorting babivs to the

t at least of 5.0% ol our hLirthr.te,



Anothor 6% of our birthrate is born outside wedlock, nearly doutle what it was
ten years ago, over three times what it was twenty yrars oo, Whem we add e
abortion rate and the illegittmucy rute we find that se fnose 7,504 unwanted
conceptions in 1961 increased from 1,157 in 1963,

The First Stage of the Anti-Life !lovoment,

I know that some here may quite sincerely disagree wich me, but for my own park,

I regard organised contraception campaigns as the start ol *the anti-life movement,
By thie definition, the anti~life movement wag formally born in JTreland In 1Yiad
when Dr. Joan Wilson of London vwho had nigrated to Dublin was introduced to

Dr, James Loughran of Skerries by a piarmaceutical salesmar., Their common hbond
was that they were the only two doctors he knew who prescribed the contraceptive
pill, The Pill was then openly nn cale in Irelan? as « sc~called 'rmycle requlator’
which function appears to have Leen juite mythical, anvi.ow, Wilson and Loughran
met, gathered other like zpirits aroond them and liunched tne lrish Family Planning
Association in 1969 with gran*s from vhe International Pl.orned Parenthood

Pederation,

They took oft slowly adjusting their spred to the vrevalling elimave, What thev
were doing was clearly illegal although nobody would admii it. ¢ ganeral public
wag confusec and unaware of what was happening, The clergy were still affected

by the pout Vatican 2 confusion and only sporadic and rar: condemnations were made.
In 1971, The Irish Family Planning Association persuaded Senator Mary Robinson

to intreduce a Private Member's Bill into the Senate to leqgalise the importation
and sale of contraceptives, The sam; year it backed Mrs. ‘lary McGee in the Hiyb
Court Case against the Attorncy General in an effort to break the exiasting law,
Mrs, McGee was a patient of Dr, James Loughran of Skerries whe had prescribed

the contraceptives for her. Dr. Loughran is now a subscriber member of the Dublin

"ell ‘loman Abortion Referral Cenire,

By 1972, The Irish Pamily Planninn Associatlon was fittii, 7'D's and was tirotting
out the hoary argument that thev wor: not abortifacient; robody wnew how thev
worked and anyhow life began at jnnlantation not fertilisirion, That same year,
Mrs. MeL_.'s case lost zt the Hiah Court befere Mr, Justi-c N'Cuiv and went onto
the Supreme Court, All this timc the media were proragandising for the Irish
Family Planning Association at (very opportunity. The Clurch gqave few utterances
on the subject whilst some clerics were attacking Church doctrine in this area witb
full media coverage, In 1972, "rs,. bMcGee and her backers won at the Supreme Jourt

and the laws forbidding contraceptives were partially struck down as Unconstitutional.

The case was awarded on the bosis of a newly discovered 'risht to pravacy in marrisqga’
wide enough to embrace the use of contraceptives in morriage, Co~incidentally,

this newly discovered rignt which is nowhere explicit in our Constitution had bean
discovered in the US Constitution only a few years nrevisusly and wan later used

vy it as & basis for permltting abortian. This 'right of wrivacy' discoverv in the
tilcGee case has been called a vrojan torse wileh might woc1 e used to ucher in
abortion if a challeng~ occurree and the climate of ooini on the subliect were

to change,

lowing tne Ivish Supreme Court decigion, too Umalition Oovernwont
r

v a Bill legalising and controlling the .l and smanufacture
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Yhe Bill attempted to deal with the problem of abortif it vithont any derinitiog

ol wvhat they were. A gpontancous gransroots campaign wae fought against the Bill,
The Bill Jefeated on a free conscience vote in Jui. 177* with the Taoiseach
Mc. Cosg _ a Minister and a number of Government Deputics opposing it,

Despite tﬂis setback, the contraceptive lobby strengthened. No attempts were made
to prosecute even when the law was clearly broken. ILe2cally ther still could not sell,
nor advertise, It left contraceptives on the fringe of the law, This was a betrer
situation than the legislation which eventuaally followved, Finally, in Jnne 1977,

a Fianna Fail Governmenti swept into power with a massive m.jority, The Tovernment
declared its intentlon to intreduce a Bill -/hich it did in 1976, after

congultations with many internsats, including four Catholic Rishons who went to the
then Minister for Health, Mr, Charles lfaughey, Th. Bighops had preciously  made

a public statement, It is fair to say that the Bishops Statement, despite many
rescrvations and ambiguities wis wisiely read as a creen licat to the Govermment

to leqislate in this sensitive ave o, After that layv resizionce could be disreqgardnd
by the Government, Bventualls the tHealth Family Planning Act was passed in July,

1979, and became law on lst November, 1980,

Contraception is thus past history arnd was never alluded to in the course of the
Campaign for a Pro Life amendment, I am going over the ground here at such
length as background information and becausc theve are closr parallels between
abortion and contraception campaigns, The same activists surfaced in both
campaigns, Also, there are the abortifacients and the abortion referral in which
the promoters of contraception have enaaged, It is interesting to study how they

swung the Irish media in behind them, sapped the public will by erosion and persuasion

and won their way, They won two higher court cases both of whinh had
imp. )r abortion., 7.t it stood in 1981 on the launch of the Amendment

Cam) najority of the frish pecple opposed abortion. That did not

meat cou? not he persuaded to make exceptions for rape or alleged life
and wtio . if worked upon with scificienr vigour, Despite the attitude
of influential sections °° the media were prenarved to promote abortion.
Gron , - * Wellwoman Centre, T..- Homans Right to Choose and parties of the
extrome loft were prepsred to raise the Flag for abartion. Some politicians

in Fine Gael and Labour were »repared to consider 'decririn~lising' aborcion or
took the a**‘tude 'I am mersonally opposed to abortioc but think the woman has &
right to hi one if ghe wantn to', There are very wor politicians who weull
talk like that. But all in all, we wcere probably in the same position regarding
abortion in 1981 as we had r~acaed on contracention in 1970 or 1971, unless we
tried to change things. During the course of Mr, laughey's Family Plannueg Bill
through the Dail, two organisations of which I was a memb-r, »resented him with
©l's Oplnions showiny the glaring weakncszes in his I'i 1 and i ow ineffectual
wld be in relation to abortifacients, early abortion t:chniques and
don referral, We argued that if he was bringing in 1 measure whieh so many
1ld find a .horrent, hLe could ol Lleant zugar it by ctrength ning the law in thosc
as., We lobbied many politicians, We received respectinl hearings, but,
in the long run, the resistance to any strengthening of o law was hardline,

Mr, Haughey was asked to Aefline 'conception' in his Bill a- 'fortilisation'.
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Thisz would have automatically defined 'contraception’, 'abortion' and 'abortifacient'.
It would have clarified the banning of ahertifacients which the Act purported to

ban, but in the wprding actually used could not effectively ban. It was spelt out
to the Minister that this would also have afforded protection against the coming
methods of abortion much as menstrua) extraction and prostaglandins.

After the Act became law, we had a meeting with the senior civil servants :esponsiL,!le
for its implementation, in January 1981, . The civil servants told us that they had
not isdued any licenses for the importatign of IUD's but that this state of affairs
might npt continue. The Act purported tq ban abortifacients and a recent Irish
Mcdicdl' Assoclation Report had indiceted that the IUD acted after implantation, and
by our definition would have been ahortifacient. The administrators did not
agree that this was so, Dootors Aiffered on whether it was abortifaoient or not
depenring on whether they regarded fertilisatioh or implantation as the béginning of
life, The Act was silent as to when life began, The administrators thought.

that where doubt existed, it was impossible to control the "IUD or indeed any

! .
abortifacient., We realised than that we were nearer to abortion than we imagined,

By 1978, there were ten 'family' planning clinics throughout Ireland many of them
connected to international Planned Parenthood. In 1978, the more sinister Dublin
Well vloman Centre waa estphlighed in Lpeson Atreet by the Marie ftopea Poundation
of ion. Marle Stopes House was in turn controlled by Population Bervices

Int tional whose leading lights were big time abortion promoters Malcolm Potts
and er Huntingford. It's Managing Director was Anne Connolly -~ radical
Peminiat, member of Irishwomen United and Student Activist -- a girl whose parents
vere qood religious peaple, Soon the Well Woman was d.pling publicly in abortion
referral and was connected with another Abortion Referral Centre. It waa
reported in 1981 that women attached to the Irish referral centres had asked
Upjohn, the US pharmaceutical firm, to allow them to field test their new
prostaglandin 'do it yourself' abortion kits., Upjohn allegedly refused the offer,
The women were then reported to be interested in monstrual extraction and were to
send someone to the US to study the technique. The equipment had legitimate
functions such as endometrial biopsy as well as its purely abortive function.

One would be rather fearful as to how our 1861 Act with its lack of definjition

on the beginning of life could d=al with menstrual extraotion. One very pro life
lawyer attached to the Pro Life Amendment Campaign, who was approached, found the
very name of this tecimique so distasteful that he refused to disouss it, admitting
that he 4id not know what the technique was and furtharmoce that he did met wish

anybody to tell him. Such de] may be s _:able, but is of little assistance
to the framing of legisiation ( _ L with modern eb ion technigques.

THE IDEA A PRO LIFE AMENIMENT 1 ONSTT! .

m 5-,- Toutlook seemed rather dismal to the Council of Social Concern,
an organisation involved in the Contraception Campaign, Mr, Haughey's Bill was
pagsed without any effective ¢ as _ itds early abortion techniquee and
abortion referral. The abort ral centres were now operating publicly and
the media was opening up the ¢ or abortion. Later in the summer of 1980,
the Womans Right Te Choose Gr¢ 8d a formal abortion campaign, This group
was affiliated to The Internat paign for Abortion, Contraception and

Sterilisation which was in tugn an offshoot of the National Abortion Campaign in Britain,
7=



The women in khe Womans Right to Choose Group were mainly cx-members of a defunct
militant feminist group Irishwomen United who had disbanded in 1977 dividing themszelves
between the Well Woman Centre, The Rape Crisis Centre and The Contraception Act
Programme.

Barly in 1980, The Council of Social Concern discussed the idea of a Pro Life

Amendment to the Constitution which wanld protect unborn life from fertilisation,

It discussed this for some months, obtained some legal advice and explored how such

a campaign could be carried, It first approached the Knights of St. Columbanus to
front for the operation and to federate other groups behind it., The Knights refused

on the alleged grounds that a Pro Life Amendment would probably end up placed side

by side with a Referendum to remove the Constitutional ban on divorce, It wvas

argued that the Pro Life Amendment would thus simply bring on divorce legislation,

We could not sec the logic of this argument at all and it frankly struck us an excellent

excuse for doing nothing. A divorce referendum was on the cards anyhow within the next
number of yeapgs, If a divorce referendum were to come it would be betto:sto have it
now when it could be won rather than later, if it were tied up

with the Pro Life Amendment at all which we did not fully accept, On the other
hand, in three or four years time, it could well be impossible to obtain a Pro Life
Amendment because abortion at that time would have become a live political issue
the way events were progressing. Around July 1980, the Council began sending out
contacts in other organisations about the Pro Lifo Amendment and preparad a formal
circular letter, In September it contacted the Irigh Catholic Doctors Guild which
had also been thinking about a Pro lLife Amendment. In the end of September, after
the PLAN Conference in Dublin, many interested groups and individuals gnt together
to discuss the Amendment and continued to meet over the following months,

Following these meetings, thirteen organisations were called to a meeting on 24th
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A long liast of patrons drawn from all walks of Irish 1if was proposed to lend
credibility to the necessary fundraising effort. In retrospect, the great advantageg
of the signature campaign despite ite inherent ditficulities was that it would have

put us in immediate touch with the qrassroots, To actu:lly fundraigse and carry oui
the campaign we would have had to huild up a tightly knit and well funded organization
which 18 real political muscle ouilt up from the qrassraot:. The signature cumpaian
would also have been an educational camnaign and one conducted cn our own terms

ot the doors of peoples houses, outside of the ability of the media to distort.

The Campaign as it happened wur not carried out {n accordance with this particular

blueprint.

The Pro Life Amendment Campaian was publicly launched ot o press conference in Dublin
on April 27th, 1981, ostensibly a5 « signature campaign, A Ceneral Election was
pending and the organisers decided to approach the leaders of the three political
parties to see if theyv would grant a Referendum on a Pro [ife hmendment without
launching a signature campaign. The result was that Mr, Garrctt Fitzqerald, the
Opposition Leader agreed to bLring forward an Amendment if he formed the next %Governmant.
He also stated that the matter was urgecnt and that he would hring forward a Private

dembers Bi11 i€ the General Election were not called in .une 1981, Mr. Charles Haughey

of Fianna Fail the then P :, also agreed to grant a Referendum, o
Commitment but a promise t rable consideration was glven by the Labour Faity.
Six weeks later, the Juno 1 had taken place.  whe Prime Minister was now
Dr, Garrett Fitzgerald whe 1 Coaliticon Government with Labour, The Pro
Life Amendment did not apyp ralition's Manifesto which was an ominous sign.
The Pro Life Amendment Cam to Dr, Fitzgerald in August 1981 and

drew attention to this, ld replied that the Tovernment was unalterably

opposed to abortion, was committed to the Pro Life Amendment and that the Attorney

General was studying a sultable vording.

On September 27th, Dr, Fitzgerald launched his so call: Consuvitutional Crusade to
purge our Constitution of allegedly sectarian aspects including the ban on divoerce
with a view to eventual unity with Northern Ireland, As Northern Ireland had
limited abortion, purportedly to save the life of the mother, the cutlook for the

Pro Life Amendment seemed to be receding,

1n October, 1981, the Dail opencd and when the legislotive programme for the vear
was unveiled, there was no mention of a Pro Life Amendment, ‘This wasg ricked up

by Mr, Haughey as Leader of the Upposition who asked the Taoiseach if he was reneginn
on his promise, De. Fitzgeratd sali i that when he had word back from the Attornev
tlatietal, he would decide yheth- 10 take the Pro Lite amendment ae 4 meparate
referendum or take it in conjunction with all his other roposed congtitutlonal
changes. In December, the Pro Life Amendment Campalgn had another meeting with
Dr, Fitzgerald and he now tcl ! them that he would meet e in mid Februarv, 12&2/
and let them know {f it could Lo brought forward as a sevarate issue, Tn January
he was agaln gqueried on his intentions towards the Amendnen® by Mr. Hauqghey
following two Dail Questions. The Government then lost the Budget Vote in January

19492 and went out of office.



After the Dissolution of the Dail in February 1982, the Pro Life Amendment Campaign
again approached the Party Leaders and asked them if returned to power would they
move the Pro Life Amendment in 1982 as a separate issue, Mr, Haughey replied that
he would, Garrett Pitzgerald ignored the question of raising it as  separate
issue and promised that he would introduce it in the course of the next Dail,

(this meant within the next five years!)

The Elections of Pebruary 1982 took place and the results were inconclusive,

Mr. Haughey did eventually form the new Government, depending for a slim majority
on the votes of a few Marxists, It looked like it would e very difficult for
Mr, Haughey to honour his commitment, However, he d4id honour it on 2nd November
1982, a few days before his Government lost a vote of confidence and collapsed.

The Amendment which Charles Haughey produced was the Amendment which has since
been accepted by the Irish People at the Referendum on 7th September last.

The Amendment was almost immediately accepted by the Pro Life Amendment Campaign
and all the pro life groups. It was also accepted by the Cataolic Bishops,
EBven the Protestant Bishops who had heretofore objected to the very idea of an
Amendment, did not £ind it too unacceptable.

The Amendment wording had been launched on the very eve of the Elections,

Garrett Fitzgerald who had been dragging his feet on his commitment to the
Amendment, accepted it also and stated categorically in writing that if he won

the Elections he would accept the Amendment and put it to the people before March
31st, 1983, He waes full of praise for the wording, said that he had received legal
advice on it and that it could not be improved upon. Many people had doubts about
Garret Fitzgeraldfo sincerity, but it was universally agreed that he would not be
able to extricate himself from a promise so solemnly given.

In the elections of November 1982, it looked as if the pro life amendment was a

winner whichever party came to power, As it happened, Dr, Garrett FPitzgerald won the
Blections and formed a Coalition Government with the Labour Party having an overall
majority of about 7 seats. ‘To under: what follows one has to know a little

bit more about certain personalities in Garrett Fitzgerald's Coalition Government,

Garrett Fitzgerald himself is totally dedicated to the secularisation of Ireland
and breaking the influence of the Catholic Church, all in the interestes of some
sort of an eventual unification with Northern Ireland, The leading elite in the
Labour Party shared these goals. Both parties were dedicated to bring in Qivorce,

liberalised contraception and all | xis of the --=-"ar pantheon. The Amendment
which Garrett Fitzgerald had pi | in totally er { ‘" ese goals.

Garrett Fitazgerald is an execu! member of the eral nission) so also
was his Minister of Health, Barry Desmond; Mary on, _.._ of the foremost

opponents of the Amendment was also a member, This may all be coincidental; then
again it may not,

In December, 1982, the new Government settled into office. In late January, the
Amendment 1in its original wording was restored to the Order Paper and everything
scemed set to have the Referendum before March 31st, If the Amendment had gone

to a Referendum at this stage rith the blessings of the tuo major political parties,
the result would have been a Jandslide. The anti-amendr it lob y stepped un its

activity to a fever pitch,
=10-



then the recolve of the ¢itugo) ald adninistration "waun to waver, Var tous membrre,

of Lhe Fine Gael Party began Lo woendy disagres with the " cendment, on ['cbruary 2th,
the Attorney General spoke to the Partiamentary Party sua oo thar the amenduent was
dangerous, could introduce abortion and would endancer contiaception, On February 15th,
the same Nttorney General denocunced the wording of the ~uondment on nationwide 1.V,
The Director of Public Prosecutions made equally spurious nhjections, The newspapers
took up the storvy, To all intents and purposec it looked as if the Amendment

wording of November 1982 was dcad and burivd and nobody would have confidence in it
anymore. Garrett Fitzgerald said that of course the Government was still unalterably
opposed to abortion and in ftavour of a pro life amendment., This one just hapnened

tc be dangerous and unsuitable, but the AtbLorney feneral would work on a nevu

formulation free of all the dangors of this nne.

Tt all sounded very plausible, Howeoer, ust pricr to th e Covernuentg volte face

on the Amendment, secret Jdocumertiation from tha Attorrey Cencral's Office had been
leaked to the pro life movement, This gqave 1n the starkest terms the Attorney
General's real reacons (or kno ' ing the amondment., the Lo le was 1t was teon tighn
for him. It would not allow abortion for such qrounls os rape or the health of the
mother, would probably interfere wvith forms of contracention and would not allow
abortien in cases of severe foetal handicap. The documentation showed that what
they intended to put in place of the Amendment they were rajecting wag an Amendment
similar to the Hatch Amendment 'hich would give no constitutional riqht to abeortion

ut would leave the legislature free to leqgislate as they wished in that area.

There ig no doubt that this is what hardened the resolve of the pro life side.

hey remaine=d adamantly faithful to the 0ld wording. “hen the Attorney General's
alternative wording was unveiled on ¥March 23rd it was univ.rsally rcjected by all
the pro life aqroups and by the Tatholic Sishops. In spite of that the Government

doggedly stuck to its quus.

During this time, the Pro Lif: amendment Campaian, throuth tiv adency of

Mrs. Bernadette Bonar, Cnair :erson of the (rish Branch ol ‘he kesponsible Society,
had united eight deputies of Fitrqgerald's Fine Gael Part - who would defvy the whin
on conscience grounds in order to vote in favour of the old Amendment and vote down
the new one, That was a severce jnlt for Fitzgerald and could have put th-
vovernment out of office, Gince the cight were adamant (the Govermment had only

a majority of 7), their demands had to be met. A formuls wazs devised whereov the
o1 wording of the Amendment wag - ass both houses with th= “ine Gasl Party

ahstaining,

1t was a most unique situation. Tl .1 passed through “ail and Senate uairst tlc
will of ths Government and to the cf v of Fitzgerald. ft -assed the Dail on
April 27th by £7 votces to 13, 1t cicared the Senate on .av <0th by 14 votes to 6

and veat to the President for sicuature, There was new no roison not to b e the

Referondum Date named,

Now it happened that it was opn anti-awendment Minister whe v recnongible Cop
setting the Referendum Date and lecjally there was no set tiae limit in which he
would have to do it, The bizarr~ then took over.

/
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10 separate High Court cazses were taken challenqging the need for the Amendment
1d urging that it be scrapped. Fredictably they hoth failed, Eventually,

late in July, the Government namrd the 7th of “eptember v Referendum Ray.

The Pro Life Amendment Campaign, at this stnge, had been taken over by a more

active ¢roup within it, Overniqght oaraqanisational structures were aet up,

volunteers flocked in and constituency organisations vere nurtured and consolidated,
Money was raised with vigour, over £1%),000 in about 10 weeks, Literatiure was
designed, printed and distributed to the constituencies, The once staid and moribund
organisation was pulsing with lile and vigour, A lot of internal problems had to

Lo resolved to make this mebamcyphonic peseible and the erudlt for that must largely
go to Senator Des Hanafin who joined the Campalgn at a crucial time in May, 1983,

Due to hia ef(orks the meana to~ (iqght an cf flcient campuian became poraible,

The Campaign was concentrated in a three week period prior to “eptemoer 7th.

The literature and posters used, you have probably scen on display, They were

the best for our situation. Literature showing aborted habies do not go over

well in Ireland, though we found such literature and films invaluable in strengthening
the resolve of the committed. There was a different situation in Ireland in so

much as there was no abortion practiced there and the majority of people objected

to abortion in principle. Ours was therefore much more of a soft sell than what

could be applicable to England or to the US.

The main points we had to emvhasise was to vote 'YES' and that the Amendment would

not affect existing medical practice or contraception. The necessitv for the Amendmenc
was another point we had to hammer. In all we had about 10,000 people working in

the 41 electoral areas over the campaign. Our literature went into every hovse in

the country and attempts wcere made to canvags every voter oersonally. In all we had
quite a formidable political force and one which Ireland had never seen hefore.

Liany are now reluctant to relurn pannively to thelr TV gets and it remaing to | ¢ secn

what impact these people will have on futine political life in Ireland,

At this stage, I would lire to thank Rev, Fr..Paul Marx, tational Riaht ta Life and
the American Life Lobby for valuablle help received during the Irish Pro Life Amendment

Campaian,

The week before the Referendum, an opinion poll estimated that of the samole
interrogated who intended to vote, the Amendment wrnuld be carried by 69% of those
voting. The following Sunday, all the Catholic Bishops issued a pastoral letter
’ d at all Yasses, That of the Archbishen of Dublin, of which I have
re, is excellent and asks the people to vote ‘Yes', This should have

@ percentage voting 'YRES' over 604,

llowing Monday night, hovcver, Dr, Garrett Fitzaerald went on national
ged the nation to vote 'MO' because tne Amendment would Kilt women and

g in abortion, The actual percentage voting '715' was £G,45% or a

lower poll than prediclod, The low poll was i~ . «wt, no doubt, cauned Iy
1 transport strike whick would have affected the turnout of the working

ho did not have cars.
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Je¢ found on the campaion that warking class arcas v, invaricbly in favour
of the Amendment, whilst wealthy or middle clans areas tended to be opposed -
It is nigh impossible to measure just what effect eitrher the Bichops or
Fitzgerald had on the votors. The win was comfortehle enouqh, Howevcr ,

we would not have carrird it in 2 or 3 years time,
THE FUTURE.

We are still cleaning un Toose ends after the Amendment and have rot yot
thought seriously of future activities. The Pro Life Amendment Camnaiqn
was formally dishanded on September 15th, The intzrnal stresses in the
organisation made it undecirohle to continue, Another organisatior will
however have to be formed, perhaps using the structures and arass roots

ovganisations already built up, if at all possible,

e still have many problems, Abortion referral is rife and open,

Degpite the Amendment, the anti~amendment lobby is united and viaerous and
will not go away but will continue to preas on other sensitive areas.

There is room for more caring organisations for unmarrisd mothers, There are
pressures for sex aducation and for divorce which should be reszisted.

‘There are plans afoot to liberalise contraception even further. And, as the
hmendment vote shows, the attitudes of the media are totally cut of tune
with popular opiniony but if the media remain as they are, ponular opinion
will eventually take its 1 from the media, There are many thincs

to do which must be donc. o hnnw that 1f we retire f£rom the fight, the
advantage we have gained will be eroded and that whilst e choose the

battleground we have the initiative.

Thank you for listenina to me fnr <o long,
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REPORT ON JAPAN, for P.L.A.N.

Present population: 118,000,000.

Abortion became legal in July, 1948. By interpreting the
law loosely, abortion on request is usual. Official
statistics indicate nearly 600,000 abortions per year; the
unofficial estimate is around 2,000,000 per year. 75~80%
of women married 20 years and more experienced at least
one abortion. Most abortions are done by married women.

Parents strongly oppose sex education in schools, so it
is practically non-existent.

For birth control, about 80% use condom, 8% IUD, 3% Pill,
20% temperature and Ogino, perhaps with condom. Surveys
indicate that up to 60% of mothers have tried using the
thermometer for temperature method; 2,000,000 women's
thermometers are sold per year, and good cheap electronic
thermometers are now on the market.

All surveys indicate that the vast majority of women do
not like abortion, but accept it as an unhappy necessity.

Japan is unigue in having an NFP Research Association
among its gy 0lo sts. Also an active interest in NFP
by the Japam nursinc Agsociation and Japan Midwife Asso-
ciation is eradua providing knowledge about NFP in
medical ¢ es. But there is no great market for its
use, and actual practice is scattered and minimal.

A drive to amer " the abortion law was made in 1983; a
majority of th. Government Party agreed to vote for a
change. However the me« . opposition was intense, and
g7~~~ women Diet members a group formed to stop the move.
1 arty decided to postpone action, perhaps until 1985.
1., w:e meantims the Welfare Ministry is asking for an
education campaign to achieve a national consensus.

Adoption of illegitimate babies into families is very
minimal in Japan; there is prejudice against illegitimates,
and the birth records are public., But if the abortion law
is amended, something must be done tQ care for illegitimate
babies. A group is studying the adoption situation and
pushing for changes. JFLA is associated with them.

NFP teaching in parisnes and Catholic hospitals has not
proven successful. H wever, if the NFP Research Association
moves for wider adoption of NFP in Japan, especially

through public health nurses and midwives and through the
870 public health cente = the possibility that Japan will
be the world pioneer in ...P is real,.

Fr. Anthony Zimmerman, SVD, STD
Executive Director, JFLA



THE FORGOTTEN LIVE BABIES , THE FORGOTTEN LIVE BABIES

We need a positive bal approach to all the problems of- 1ife and family. With concrete programs
directed towards winnable objectives!

1. Organisation to help women in difficulty

2. Promotion of rights of mothers and babies. On all fronts!

3. Promotion of Christian sex ethic, with positive vision of sex

4. Bulletin for the coordination of all activities and spread information

Not having heard all the conferences of this convention it maybe that someone (or more) has
raised the questions offered in my short document on "Life and Family". With this reservation it
seems to me that while lauding enthusiastically all the speakers who have described their magnificent
work, there 1s lacking a general overall view of the problems of Life and Family. Not sufficient
epphasis is given to the need for a crusade for Social Justice., Exploitation and resultant poverty
give the Neomalthusians their justification for their campaign to eliminate humanity.

The religious authoritie: méist define the mission of the Church; is it to save souls for a
vague future life, while accepting the evils of this world? Or is it to build the reign of Christ in
THIS WORLD? While awaiting the return of Christ!

The 10 Commandments seem a sufficient basis for the need of this clarification. The Our Father
is unambiguous; “Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven."

The family is the basis of society. Even the Russians and Chinese were forced to understand this
after their first attempts to eliminate the family, Society is composed of families and we gust
convince the public authorities that their first duty is to help families to fulfil their mission of
generating and raising other human beings. Human beings are not animals, Nor commercial articles
disposable in the interests of profit!

It seems to me that the real tragedy is that of the little babies permitted to be born. We
should fight to create a better world for them. To reform this society that eliminates them before
birth and destroys them after birth! There is not only the menace of an atomic war. There are the
underestimated ecological factors that make 1ife impossible.

The more one deepens one's knowledge of the connected problems the more one understands the
wider background and causes of the war against 1ife and family. The radical cause is the politico-
economic system, based on the “economic man" and operated for profit. Death is more profitable than
1ife. As Neomalthusians and Jymultinationals find!

The educational system, the major expression of that system, needs radical reform, on the basis
of 2 sexes. It must be reformed to prepare men and women who will ford future families. The Sex
War has replaced the Class War, thanks to "Unisex®, produced by the educational system. We must
insist on the "priesthood of motherhood". Women have become mechanical incubators for clerks and
workers. With no preparation whatever for motherhood which requires a vast cultural preparation for
its adequate fulfilment!

In the campaigns against contraception, abortion; sterilization, we should subordinate the
moral principles to a more efficacious psychological approach, insisting on the damaging effects for
women themeelves. It would be more effective.

The Femminists are having second thoughts about their “victories". An increasing problem is the
solitude of women who do not marry.

Moreover, while the general emphasis seems to be on contraception and aborticn, there seems to
be little importance given to the other no less important problems; divorce, infanticide, sterility,
suicide, euthanasia, prostitution, venereal diseases, homosexuality, lesbianism, transexuals, white
slave traffic (thousands of women disappear every year), the animal cult (dogs).

The specific battles (each of a very different nature) cannot be effectively fought without
eliminating their causes, It is necessary to change the general strategy from one of direct confront-
ation to one that is indirect, selecting winnable objectives. That is why I insist on the priority
of general and concrete programs for promoting the righis of mothers and babies. Moreover, with this
general and easily understandable cbjective it would be easier to coordinate all the specific
campaigns of the various groups for a common end.



Aenya Laui0ll0 Seoretariat,
P.0. Box 48062, Wairohbi,
Kmao

24th September, 1983
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We the delegates representing the Kenya Catholio Churah in this CGonference
are grateful for the organizers for the invitation whiobh you gave to our ocountry
to oome and share our experiences and oommitments in one of the most challenging
task faoing humanity in the late 20th Century. Is life sacred? Is it a gift from
God? The sanotity of human life and the respect it deserves are some of
fundamental issuss of modern world debates,

Jeneral Ovom'w

Kenya attained her independemnce on 12th December 1963, The new Government
embarked on a polioy of working together "Harambee™ whioch sparked off the
mushrooming of sohools, hospitals, Ohmurch bulldings, ocattle dips, ocolleotion of
funds for sponsoring students for further studies abroad, eto. Many people got
the opportunities t0 receive sohool education whioch prepared them for white oollar
Jobs., The produots of the schools and the drop-outs at the examination stages
flooked in the towns to look for jobs, Life became more difficult as there were
no expected jobs and the able and strong young men end women left the rural homes
to the old and the disabled.,

The urban life also began to be more complex with all sorts of
sophistiogtion and luxury. The aping of diversified life styles of foreigners
grow desper in the lives of both the youth and the old. However statistios show
a great mumber o  ortions performed everyday/week and month. People began to
wage wars with t____ natural outlock, despising all that traditions had bheld dear
from time immemorial.

Bduoation which in *“- -ast traditional society enabled peocple to be more
responsible and useful =« of the oommunity was seen as the source of wnique
aotivities in the sooiet lLldren steyed in the sohools for a longer time of
the day and years. Pare.... .30 went to work and some oame home late., The worst
oould be when both are employed and had no aencugh time $o0 give to the
young ones. Family life education which the traditional society used to give at
the period of initiation was missing both at school and home. The yoush began to
learn about sex and family from written literature, films snd songs and also from
their fellow age groups., Pre-marital and married promisouity became common and
the results were having ohildren outside marriage. Many young girls left school
beoause of pregnancy. The parente started complaining. Some girls resorted to
illioit abortions to enable them continue with schooling. As life deogme harder
due to soolo—eoconomic changes in the country, employed and unmarried found it
diffioult to have a child or children. The situation was met with an alternative

S r planning using commorn’ knmown artifiocial methods. Abortion which had a

; oonnotation in the ‘an Society beocame a new tool to remove unwanted
r {0 we a Totheress



Family Flanning Assooigtion of Kenya

b group of Kenyans wogtly privatoe dootors and nurses got togother as far
as 1956 and established a private organization called Family Flanning
Assooiation of Kenya (FPAK)., This organization was affiliated to the
International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), The aim of this organization
was to promote artificial family planning partioularly among urben upper and
middle classes. The FPAK contimued with its campaign of ertifioial family
planning establishing clinics for family planning in various major towns of the
country.

It was in 1974 when the Kenya Government introduced a 5 Year Maternal,
Child Health, and Family Planning programme with funds from the World Bank and
other donor agénoies. By this time the pojulation growth rate of Kenya was
estimated to be Il. It was hoped that this rate would be reduced to something
like 2.8% in 5 years time. However by tho time the programme was evaluated in
1979 it wae found that the population growth rate had actually gone upto about
3.%. So it oould be said the Konyans wore not partiocularly impressed by
various methods of artificial family planning. 4 lot of pressure started %o
grow from various quarters that the government should liberalize the law on
abortion, However upto now the law has not beon legalized and it is for this
that the Churoh fecls very concerncd that abortion must never be logalized in
Kenya.

Role of the Catholio Church in Kenya:—

The Church's role as mothor and teachor has played and is still contimiing
to do her best to initiate programmes to eduocate the masses on the dignity and
sanotity of human life right from conception to death,

As far baok as 1963 the Natural Family Flanning was being taught in a
number of parishes in Kenya. Howevor its toaching was not coordinated but with
the Humanae Vitac ooming out in 1968 tho Catholic Church folt all the more
obliged to oncourage the toaohing moro widely of the method ard child spacing
which wae morally aocepted. The 19708 saw mushrooming of small programmecs at
loocal level of Natural Family Planning.

The Kenya Catholio Scoretariat souwsnt funding to estsblish a national
Family Planning programme. The programme has been operating under the Medical
Department of Kenya Catholic Scorctariat for the last three yoars. There are
two full-time qualified staff who aro organizing and ocoordinating a series of
workshops on national, diocesan and community groups. The workshops aro geared
towards croating awareness on Natural Family Planning, fertility, and married
life. They also train peoplc who can teacl. Natural Family Plamning and help
clients who usc tho mothod to space birth., The duration of the workshops vary
from weekends to three weeks according to the group of the partioipants,

Through the intensification of thie programme the world renowned promoters
of Natural Family Planning (O.M.) Drs. John and Z. Billings have both visited
Kenya twice and oonducted workshops and given talks to various groups in tho
oountry. Last yoar in April/May Sr. Dr. ilcSwecnoy from PLAN ~ Pro-Lifo
Assooiation of Nigoria came to Konya. Thoso who have undergonc the training of
Katural Family Planning and accreditod as teachers in turn carry on with tho
running of ooursos at grassroot level. They visit clients and conduct coursos
to the various wome 2roups in thc parishos. The Catholic hospitals and
heoalth servicos - ‘w0 involved in the disscmination of ideas on Natural
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In 1980 the Pro-life Committee was started up in the Kenya Catholio
Seoretariat under the offioe of the Secretary General. The Committee is ocomposed
of various key Catholioc men and women. The aime of the Pro-Life Committee weres

(1) Fighlight the saoredness of life

(2) Informing Catholics particularly and Kenyan oitizens at large the
values of parenthood and try to create sound awareness that where
the law of abortion is being legalized major disasters have followed
in terms of family 1ife and respect for individual liberty.

The Kenyg Eggsoogal Conference

In July 1976 the late founder of the nation Mzee Jomo Kenyatta told the
Bishops of Bastern Afrioa (AMECEA) "Thc Churoh is the conscience of gsociety and
today a soolety needs a conscience. Do not be afraid to speak. 1f we go wrong
and you keep quict, one day you may amswor for our mistakes". Our BRishops
issued a Pastoral letter in 1979 about Family and Respomsible Parenthood., Tho
letter emphasised the Church's oconocern of family life. They ocondemned the usae
of abortion and other forms of contraccptivos.

In August 1982 the Bishops also launchod = book on Catholic Medical Dthios
and Religious Care of the Sick. This ycar in August another Pastoral Letter on
Elections also condemned abort n and appealcéd to the eleotorate to considor
whom to eleot for the maintenance of our moral obligation to life. From thoir
strong sentiments expressed by our leadors and the support wec have to exsoute
the programmes and campaigns on oommunity awarenoss, We are irying on a Churoh
organization to mobilize our resources to artioulate the oconsoienoe of people in
the dignity of human life,

In African traditional society, lifo in the womb is so sacrod that
anybody who darod to interfore with it is oonsgidered a ocurse. There is no
reriod in life a woman is more respooted than during pregnanocy. It defeats the
oconsoience of most of our old parents when they see tho present generation
paying even colossal sum of monoy to terminate pregnanocies,

While God is associated with many strange things in our oculture, there
is no ocomparison to an African in true presonce ¢f God and His bleseing in giving
life. You will hear the whispors of o0ld womon and men while referring to a
prognant woman (God has remembered the daughtor of so and 80)e

hope with God's blessing that morc offorts will be gearcd towards
. for 1life in the spirit of our National motto ®Harambes, Ryayo'.

d bys

Maurioc Lwanga, Sccretary Goneral,
itholio Secretariat



CANA MOVEMENT
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MALTA.

Tel: 28942.

ngLDWIDE PRO-LIFE PRO-FAMILY CONFERENCE
Secand International Conferencec -~ ROME

September 27 - 30, 1983.

N.F,P, Programmc Development in Malta

Malta is a small island republic (area 9 miles by
17 miles) in the middle of the mediterrancan sea.
It has a population of about 320,000, who are pre-
dominantly catholic. The Island has few natural
resources, and its main industries are agriculture,
tourism and light industries mainly textiles.

Family ties in Malta arc still quite strong, although
the social life of the people is being increasingly
influenced by the social changes brought about by
tourism, industrislisation and the mass mecdia.

Malta has had a serious population problem espacially
since world war II when the birth rate was very high
and c¢cmployment opportunities very limited. Emigra-
%ion was the main outlet tc kcep the population in
balance. In the past twenty years however, thc po-
pr ation growth has consistently dcelined until it
is now about 1.7% although thcre are some signs of
incrcase lately. In spilte of cfforts to creatc em-
ployment opportunities there is not much chance of
Mzlta sustais ng a higher populntion, cmigration has
also become very difficult. Family planning, there-
fore, blends with the nceds of the country.

The Cann Movement was for many years thc only agency

in Malta for the promotion and teaching of family
planning.



THE CANA MOVEMENT AND N.F.P.

The Cana Movement was foundcd in Malta in 1956 by

Fr. Charles G. Vella. It is a church organisation,
whosec principal aims are: 1) to cducate young peoplc
and engaged and marriced couples in the christian
values of family life and, 2) to offcr pre~-marriage
and marriage counsclling services. Since its beginn-
ing, the Movement has given special importance to
aducating Maltesc couples in responsible parenthood.
Guided by thc¢ teaching of the church it scught to
spread the tecaching of the Natural Methods of Family
Planning. At first it taught the Rhythm Method and
later on thc Temperature Method. In 1975 the Move-
ment introduced the Billings Ovulation method in its
NFP programme in conjunction with the temperature
method, hence adopting the Sympto-thermic method.

The intcrest gencrated by lcecturces on NFP made Cana
Movement open NFP centres in various districts, be-
sides the Florisna Centrc which was and has remained
the national centre. To carry out this work the

Cana Movemeht has seven Centres in various parts of the
island. The work carricd out in the various Cana
Centres always went hand in hand with the pre-marriage
courses and meetings for marriecd couples which the
Movement organiscd on a regular basis. During these
courses and meetings, NFP is introduccd to the audience
who arc given time for questions and discussion. In
the Centres porsonal counselling about NFP is given

to couples.

Before the Canna Movemcent had trained personnel, NFP
was taught by a tcam of medical doctors who offecred
their s¢rvices withcut any remuneration. Since 1961
the Cana Movement introduccd the services of trained

marriage counscllors who at the same time were
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trained as family planning teachers. At present the
Movement has.16 marriage counsecllors who also teach NFP,

The Cana Movement has kept in direct contact with the
latest dcvelopment in the field of natural methods of
family planning. NFP courscs were duly introduced both
on a national lc¢vel and on a district and parochial
besis. Each course consists of six forthnightly sessions
over a threc month period were both theory and practice
of thc natural methc4s are taught. During the course the
participa nts are cncouragcd to make their personal charts
which arc checked by thc tutor who secs to the details
of charting and chart interpretation. The courses are
held in small groups of about ten couples so that each
couple could ha vidual attention. Materials use

in those course! ilms, slides, charts, blackboards
and books. All nrr —~thods are taught and the course

is free of chargo.

It is estimated that tu-date 50,000 people have learned
the natural methods from trained teachers by the Cana
Movemcnt.

The Cana Movumcnt has placed the issue of NFP ir a
context of trad onal and cultural values, S0 necessary
for thc¢ psychol 11 and social welle=being of the
pcople in a rap changing world, where old values

st be adapted to ianging conditions without losing

erished and valuable clements. Cana is affiliated

th IFFLP and WOOMB.

e Cana Movement does not merely provide a family
anning scrvice. This is one among tho many scrvices
na offers and is integratcd into a complete widoe-
mging programme w :h deals with various aspectis
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of family life, including marriage guidance, marriage
preparation, cducation for life, interpersonal rela-
tions as well as the spiritual, moral, legal and

sexual aspect of marriage.

ABORTION

Over the past few years, the Chna Movement in Malta

has been offering its services through its pricests,
doctors and marriage counscllors tc a number of women

- 8inglc anl marricd - who have come ferward with an
"unwanted" pregnancy. In the opinion of the Cana
Movement the number of "unwanted!" precgnancics is on

the increase. It is a fact that thc majority of

women with an "unwanted" pregnancy will consult various
doctors eand marriage ccunscllors in the hope of 'having
something done'to have their pregnancy terminated.

The misconcicved notion that abortion is syncnymous
with birth control appears to bc gaining ground in
Malta. Our criminal law considers abortion as a
"seriocus crime” and we hope that it will remain illegal.
Faced with this problem the Canzs Movement strives at

a positive education of cur people tu make them aware
as to the immorality of abortion and through its ccun-
sellors and doctors gives practical help to women

with unwantcd pregsnancies.

It is heartening to say that scveral ¢f the women with
unwanted pregnancics who approach us for help carry
on with thcir prernancy te term. Unmarried mothers
either opt to bring up the baby themselves, often in
entfs family, or placc thcir baby in an in-
.y Or have their baby referred for adoption.
cascs once the pregnancy 1s confirmed the

" the child? marrier the girl volontarily.






5.

RENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS:
Lectures to PTA members on sex ceducation, NFP, and
abortion. The film "ABORTION -~ A WOMAN'S DECISION"
is a great favourite with PTA members.

CLERGY:
Doctors, marriage counscllors and priests give lec-
tures to theclogy students on family life, NFP, etc.

SCHOOL LEAVERS:

" These are given special attention by the Cana Movement.

Counscllors lecture to them on the immorality of
abortion, slides are shown and the audience partici-
pates in discussions. The films "The First Days of
Life" and "Abortion, a Woman's Decision" arc shown.

REMEDIAL

ie Cana Movement offers pre-marriage ‘and marriage coun-
sclling through its doctors and counsellors. All secr-
vices are given free of chargc.

»ae services available are the following:

l.

YOUTH COUNSELLING: for young pcople on their problems.
Doctors and counsellors arc available.

PRI" "IARRIAGE COUNSELLING: counselling on prec-mar:riage

problems, pre-marriage medical exam, sexual relation-
ships c¢tc.

MARRIAGE COUNSELLING: the scrvices arc avallable
to married couples on problems cof birth control and
anted pregnancies.

nore the Cana Movement provides a scrvice for
psychological, psychiatric and gynaecological



7.
INDS

The Cana Movement has no fixed sourcc¢ of income and
the services and courses are free c¢f charge. Thc main
source of income is through fund reising activitics.
This makes it very difficult to attend international
mectings. From time to time we receive some grants
for particular prcjects. Our material resources are
very poor, mainly due to lack of funds, and wc¢ very
much need to have at lcast four ncw centres as also
cquipment for the centres and visual ailds for use

during the programme and other resource material.

We also need to be capable to make usc of professional
personnel for rescarch purposes. A grecat aid for us

to help us in our outreach will be the distribution

of leaflet and posters which, however, we find very
difficult to  »>duce due to lack of funds. Sponsor-
ship for the apove will be very helpful but we have to
find these from abroad as locally it is quitc impossible
to get.

The Cana Movement serves everyone, regardless of one's
religion or political beliefs, and all kinds of pcople
make use of its services, without kny distinction.
Nevertheless, in this catholic ccuntry, with a catholic
pop' ation of about 95% of the inhabitants, it is
natural that the Cana Movement should be of catholic
origin., However, it redpects pceple's consciences and
the individual's values and offers its services to
everybody.



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Mrs CARMEN SPITERI, born in Malta 1934. Matriculated
from the University of Malta 1953. Studied at the
Mater Admirabilis Training College for Women Teachers.
Graduated teacher in the principles and practicce of
tcaching in 1955. Qualificd as Mariiage Counsellor at
the Cana Movemcnt in 1973 and subscquently N.F.P.
tcacher and lecturer. In 1980 attended the Second
Internaticnal I.F.F.L.P. Congrcss in Dublin, Ireland.
Has been very active as a lecturcr in marriage prepara-
tion courses, NFP cnurscs and ccunsclling.

Mrs ipiteri is the mother of two children.

Mra IELITA BONNICI, born in Malta 1927. Graduatcd as

a s_1wo0l tecacher in 1947. Qualified as Marriage Counsel-
lor at the Cana Movement in 1971 and subsequently NFP
teacher and lccturer.

Mrs Jonnici is thc mother of threec children.

THE CANA MOVEMENT
1953: Father CHARLES VELLA, founder of the Movement,
started organising pre-marriage meetings and

counsclling couples with pre-marriage or marriage
problems.

1956: Official foundation of Cana Movement, started
introducing NFP during pre-marriage courses.

1961: Opening of first Cana Centre for teaching and

rounselling women and/or couples | NFP. Other
sentres openc? in 1963, 1965, 1966, 1970 and
1977,

started training NFP teachcer and ¢rganising
JFP courscs.,

Jjumber of tcachers: 2 since its foundation.

































A “lon_in Sc¢ i_
| the Chie fcal Officer of the Bcottish Home and
B ag beer —=vformed under the provisions of the AboBtion

) tc 8¢ and es well as te England. (Prior to 1967
[fisiently obscure for virtual abortion on demand to be
jallen.ged; vherem in BEngland Acts of 16861 and 1529

. I abortion, and in principle still dn,)

L figures for abortions in Sootland eppear in an anmual GovernBAnt
"Scottish Health Statistics™ compiled by the Infcrmation Services
wavawaun ua the Commen Sexvices Agency for the Soottish Health Service, The
most recent volume is for leelﬁulﬁgerptn

| A

R Bate per 1000 women(pged 1
Place of Abortiom 1970 1975 1979 1980 1981 1970 1975 1979 1960 1981
1HB Hospital 5177 7172 7592 7722 8779 5.1 7.0 7.1 7.1 8.1
Approved plaoces 77 155 192 18% 196 0.1 0,2 0,2 0,2 0.2
Age of WomeniAll 5254 7327 7784 17905 8975 5.2 T.1 7.3 7.3 8.3
Under 16 N7 22 176 236 202 Rk o /000 twowim e €ackgaap
16 - 19 815 1809 1960 2130 2466 5.3 11.0 11.3 12,0 13.7
20-24 1231 1695 2039 2193 2485 6.1 9.3 10,4 10.9 12.4
25 - 29 883 1303 1263 1256 1476 5.4 7.1 7.1 1.1 8.5
30 - 34 918 961 1119 1013 118 6,1 6.3 6.4 5.6 6.5
35 - 39 823 923 806 714 791 5.6 6.1 5.3 4.7 5.1
40 - 44 381 392 379 326 344 2,4 2.6 2.5 2.2 2.2
45 and over 29 32 42 3 27
L. Ruee o141
Married 2702 3087 2966 2752 2997 4.1 4.6 4.6 4.3 4.6
Single 1980 3325 3845 4211 4877 5.9 9.8 10,1 10.7 12.4

Widewed,divorced,sep 569 913 964 923 1096

ot known ~2*ed 5 o, 9 3 g ;{

Groupds for abortbn

Risk to 1ife of e =
voman 115 41 28 28 23 2.2 0,6 0,4 0.4 0.3

Risk to physical or
mental health of w0.4700 6835 7347 7561 6641 9.5 93.3 94.4 95.9 96.3
Risk tao physical or
mental health of ,

1ting children 341 335 177 145 166 6.5 4.6 2.3 1.8 1,8
Risk ¢  bnormality

to feetus 87 115 231 147 145 1,7 1.6 3.0 1.9 1.6
in emergency - risk

tn 1ife of woman 3 0 o 1 0 0.1

Risk to phy or mental

health of waman 2 -1 1l 3 0

Not stated 6 0 0 0 0 0.1

Period of Géstation Cumulative Percentage

Under 10 weeks 1498 2748 3282 3336 36858 28.5 37.5 42.2 42,2 43.0
10 - 13 weeks 2839 3470 3454 3528 4110 174.0 84.9 86.5 66,8 88,8
14 - 17 weeks 961 845 804/ 785 790 92.3 96.4 96,9 96.8 97.6
18 - 19 weeks 198 170 154 154 126 96,0 98.7 98.8 98.7 99.0
20-24 weeks 98 89 96 85 97,9 99.9 99.9 99.9 99.9
25 a 34 4

5 4 6 98,0 100.0 99,9 100.0 100.0
Net - ._..4 106 0 .
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Since :;x ime 0! frae wnortior. paseed 1574 ihere has been 50-75,000 abortiona

pey yeu: L this country. Ii7r about 307 of the vorn children. Around 1980 waug

« FTent lasuasion in tne country - and 1o silence tne atortion discuspics the
Avernmert avirte” 1o make o re-valuaticr of the law, howover with the direction
HOL W Chanhg- the lawe This valuation of ahortion was puvllsned tnis summer -
with hardiy any reactions, One thing to ve mentioned 1& tne news that

50.000 of the 90,000 'born children are "unwelcomed™”, not planed by the parents,

1 Society of Sterility and Hostility towards children is something to be aware
of.

The omgstion of Insemination

In tne begining of September there was a state investigation of insemination
published. They made some revolutionary statements The child should have the
right to know who hie blological father is ~ of the age of 18. They want to

have the same medical-psykological-social examination of the ineemination couple
ag it is for adoption parents, So far there are some children who have been cone--
sidered fatherless after AID when their soclal father has brought the case to the
coust. There are now at least 230 children born per year because of insemination,
This is B-10% of all the children not knowing that their social father isn’t their
biological father, The political procedure for law-making has started and right
now is the important time for “"lobbying"”.

Tne Question of "Test—Tube Children®

Tne firet official test~tube child of Sweden was born a year ago at the Sahlgrens

nospital in Gothenturg. More are coming. The financeg for this project was ini-

tially designed for contraceptives. IVF has been included in the general health
service and in Gothenburg there is now 200 treatments for 100 women each pear.
Similar programs are being held at two other hospitals in this country . There
are ~ as in most countries -~ not any juridical regulations of IVF., The scientists,
like prof. lars Hamberger who now has moved from Gothenburg to the Karolinska
hospital in Stockholm, find their great interest in experimentation and research,
And they want to have a law permitting them to go on as before with IVF and em-
bryo transfer and so on. The same govermment—group, which has worked with insemina-
tion is now starting to investigate IVF and are to make suggestions for law regula-
tions. ’

ational Comnittes of Right to Life
The committes is a kind of co-ordinator for Pro-Life activeties in Sweden. How-
ever during .he last year we have recognised a lack of inspiration, activity and
economy both from local groups and tho National Counittee. There is a need of new
inspliration, of new viewpoints and nev ideas of hov to works In this regard the
visit o‘ Dr Overduin in May was very important for us in Sweden., At that time Dr
Overduin also met with key politiohmn and nad;oal soientiets. Riwt efter the PLAN
conferens in Rome there is a tvo—day oonferenoo in Sweden., Dr Overduin will remm
togcthor with Mrs Hansen and Mrs Oftcntad from Norvay. Xey poaiticm pooplo
will also be there.

Sincerely Yours  Ann-Mari Fagerlund-Wiberg/Pro-Life Swedaen




THAILAND REPORT
PLAN'S SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCL

Thailand has an area of 514,000 sg. km., but only ona fourth are suitable
for cultivation

The total poprulation is 48 milliens.

The Buddhists are about 30 percent.

The Nuslims are almost 10 percent.

The Catholics are amly 193,522 (1981 statistic.)

There are 10 dicceses in the country.

The Archdiocese of Rangkok 1s situated in the central part of Thailand.
The Archbishop of Bangkok is His Eminence Cardinal Michael Nichai Kitbunchu. He
way noalneted a cardinal by Pope John Paul &+ on Pebruary 2, 1983.

Though the Thai Catholics are in the minority,the schools operated by
the religious congregation (e.g. Gabrielite Brothers, La Salle Brothers, St. Paul
de Chartres Sisters, Ursuline sisters) have better public reputation than all other
public and governmental schools. .

The Catholic Office for Emergency Relief and Refugees (COEER) is opsrated
in the §t, Louls Hospital compound, headed by Fr.Bunlert Tarachart. The office has
done outstandingwork for the refugees and the Thal villagers at the barder fime.
Though we earn international respect, it is & heawy burden t¢ Thailand to have
about half a million refugees from Cambodia, Laos and V!atqpn.

The Catholic Commission for Family Life Promoticon of Thailand, first
organized in Nay 1976, wag chaired by Bishep Bunluen Mansap, with the representatives
from the 10 dioceses, related organ!sations and experts, totalling 21 members. At

) present time Bishop B, Carretto ls the chairman. The chjectives gre:

1. To promote ‘and spread the concepts, attidude and the practioce of
Mdtural Pamily Planning according to the Catholic ethics.

2. To promote the family role towards thoir responwibility to cosmunity.

3. To promote the valuecs of life in all asrects so that tha people may
improve themselves.

4. To co-operatc with other organigations with the same objoectivas.

The Catholic Commission also send delegates to various conferences and
training programs.

Peb,, 1978. The International Conference on Ovulation Method and

Teacher Training of WOOMB in Melbourne, Australia.
Jume, 1978, The T °~ rnational Symposium on Family Planning, Iin USA.
July, 1978, The incegrated Commnity Base Family Life Project in the
Philippiney,

July, 1979, The Regional Community Health Consultation in Sri Lanka.

March 1981 + 19682. NFP Dewe _ wnt Progrem in India.

Jan, 1983, The First Intermational Congress for the Familv of Asia

#nd Australia.

The executive committea of the Family Life I'romotion has done good

rk in training of NFP tec Pl n Ovulatien Method for the 10 diocesecs.
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They algo traiped the teachers in sex cducstion, hom rursine, -aychology, nutrition
and primary health care,to Lbecome leadcrs in thelr coummunttn,

To pfovide media for education, various books has boen translated into
Thal such as:

The Atlas of thco Ovulation Method (Blllings). An introduction of the
Ovulation Method of the Natural Femilo flanning (kevin Hame)., Humanae Vitae and
Pamiliaris Congertio. Thay also have books on Familv Life and Nswsletter,

The committae have co-operated and communicatcd with manmy governmental
and non governmental organizations local and abroad, ea. the International Federation
for Familu Lifo Promotion,

We ars fortunate to have the prominent Pro-Life spiakers visiting as follows:

Fr,Paul Marx, )

Dr.Claude Lanctot ind Dr.Seung Jo kKim.

Dr.Kovin Hume who spont two weeks in Jan, 1932,  teachina NFF to doctors,
nurses, seminariang students in hiah schooly and vocational collages.

Dr. Kevin Hume also arranqed to send NFP tcachers, Dr. Kinga loses an-
Mis.Lyn Meston to teach leadars In NFP for 2 weeks in Herch 1982,and to invite
Professor Robert B. Zachary to helr with Pro-Life prooram.

e Thajland is at present an activa battle fleld aaainst anti-lif¢ forces.
In 1981 a pro-abortion bill was passed bv thae lowor house. A grour of very devoted
Buddhists,headed by Colonel Chamlong Srimuang. (former secretaru gencral to the Prime
Minister, who resigned from his high pest to fight against the abortion bill). The
Cathollc groun, headed by Archbishop Nichal Kitbunchu,the Catholic Phusiclans' Cuild
of Thailand, the Catholic Association, the Legion of Mar' ctc, The Muslim group headed
bu Kbhuny 1 Suwatana Patéhthonnkam, all joined in the rrotest b srmposiums, lecturas
through mass media,movies,slides, books etc. Wc were ablo to mobilized the senate to
vote agairet, apd it was defaated.

he nro-abortionist will certainlv tru &g2in. [t wa= fortunate to have

fesso obert B. Zacharv visiting Bangkok and cave 31 lecture on "The Integritn of
Life Before and After Birth" on Auqust 28, 1983, Follwurad by a panel discvussion on
Pro-Life by the represcntatives of the Buddhists,Muslim and the Ciatholies in the
efternoon.

The outcome was veru successful, becau=e the target was achicved. That
peoplc as Buddhists believe Lhat life cannot be distroved cven at conception. Though
the concept ls different from Cativilic bellef In human souls, the raang (s similar,
"Thou shall not k{1l" Thus Pro-Life is accentad by both Catholics + PBuddhists.

The Musl: belleve In GCod by whom man i3 created, thus Pro-Lifc has to be rospected
¢ sbservad.

You can now visuallize the thinking of Thal reople regarding Pro-Life. T
don’t belleve abortion Fill will cveor materallize. The majorituy of the povulation
will not have it,and as lono as we are not governed b dictatorship, we are safeo in
this respect.

In the evening the three oroups, Buddhists, Muz!ims and Catholics had &
meeting to form a Pro-Life aroup, to find wavg and me ans to prevent abortion law and

preserve dionity of life, I am the chairman of this ceroup.
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I cannot end my report without referrin > H.M.King Bhumibo. Adulyadej,
who is the sowrce of Thailand Llity both as country and people. Thal people
are gratefitl for out lon'g record of ir lependence. Thailand means literally, the
*land of the free".

Yariom governments, civilian and militery, ave ruled Thailand since the
and of World War I, But changes in govermsent do little to disturb the transuil pace
of Thai Life; which is built on J pillars; the Throne, The Buddhist faith, to which
the me'  ty of thé people belong, and the land itself.

Although Eing Phumibol is a constitutfonal monarch, holding no political
power, he is held in almost universal prestige and honour by his subjects. Hu does
not rule by fear and oppression. The respect for him and his beautiful Queen is
genuine. The Kind and Queen deepluv lowve his pecrle. The people look to their ~
Majesties as the embodiment of all that is Thal, The Xing is the head of the Thal
family -~ an extended fomilv that encampasses the whole nation. Thus he is also the
~ Barsin o4 all religions in the country.

Xing Bhumibel and Queen Sirikit and their children dedicated their lives

to their people. They travel thousands of miles, by pl heliconrter, jeep and on
foot to every corner of the kingdom. The Royal Family spend as much of thelr timo
as posgidle meeting and listening to the peoplewho are the grass roots of Thai
society. the peasant farmers, whao form 80 percent of the population. The King makes
4t 2 point to visit even the remotest areas of the kingdom, appraising himself to
the needs of even the humblest of his sujects., The King and Quesn serve their people
with such love and cars that they can virtually be "He who will be the greatest -
among you, should be servant of all® Thal Reyal Family deserve thair honour |
Their pictures adorn cvery home, shops, and offices In the country. No loyal Thai
would ever think of speaking against the King, or defacing his pictuze. In time of
peace, the Xina and Queen provide a focal peint for the Thai's lowe of their country.
In time of crisis, it is to the throne that the nation looks for guidance and -
reassurance.

King Bhumibol has shown the world that lonmo-rance practical solutions that
take into consideration the well-bcing of evervona can be made to succeed., It is
T way ~° givinc, sharing, helping, encouragine and educatine This the only

' surd_ . way towards Pro-Life and bettar livimg. Even the hapless refugees from
lacg , Cambodia and Vietnam have received their Mejes -ies’' care and attention. The

King and Queen have visit he camns personalln, bringing encouragement
and practical aid.

Xing Bhumidol's itude of service endears him to his neopla as
the wise Xina Solomon, sw @e thousand vears 2,0 in a proverb: "It is an

abomination for kings to commit wickedness, for the throne i establighed by -
rightecusness.”

God hes bestowed His creat blessing on the Thai with the first cardinal
of Thailand s Bminonce Cardir Michael Nichai Kitbunchu. He devoted his whole

life with ous activitie specie: ; for the social welfare. It will need a
book to describe all his work, He ia also the president of the executive commaittoe
of St. lLouls Nospital, « » hospd tal that beloncs the Ar ioc>s- of Bangkok.
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This has been stated as: "To provide an incentive to work towards
a society in which archaic sex laws, irrational fears of sex and
sexual exploitation are non-existent". (2) ("Archaic sex laws
and irrational fears of sex" relate to the ages of consent for
heterosexual and homosexual relationships, incest, etc.)

See also the attached chart from Planned Parenthood of the United
States. A number of the measures predicated in this have been
achieved in Britain; others are proposed. (Appendix C)

C EN - 4., The ideology is to be achieved through the young, especially through

T RGET the sex education of children. Such education is better described
as sex instruction; it is wholly value-free, often perverted in
content, and generally subversive of marriage and the role and
structure of the family. The contraceptive industry backs the
promotion of the FPA's sex education activities because they “widen
the market for contraceptives". (3)

NETV XK OF 5. The FPA has set L, a number of offshoots and works closely with

GROUPS inter-related groups involved in population control, birth control
(contraception, abortion and sterilisation) and sexual law reform.
The FPA has infiltrated extensively into committees of national
bodies to further its aims. Civil servants from relevant government
departments are totally sympathetic to the aims and activities of the
FPA, and are represented on their executive committee.

TACTICS 6. Working closely with a sympathetic media, the FPA softens up the
public and politicians by means of the use of hard-cases, repetition
of catchy slogans, exaggerated statistics and false research, etc.

By these means the FPA and its associated bodies have achieved a

= series of social and legal reforms of great damage to the family;

including the Divorce Law Reform Act 1969, The Abortion Act 1967,
a free fan ning service to all irrespective of age and marital
status, (} Health Reorganisation Act 1973), the provision of
free conth as and abortions to under-age children without
parental | 2 or consent, sterilisation and vasectomy, etc.
CONTRIBUT

SEXUAL LAWS Disregard aws by official bodies, e.g., the ages of consent
relating ual and homosexual behaviour; the laws affecting
obscenity don Law (1967). There {is widespread abuse of
these law ion is taken. Moreover, the State's position on
marriage in the fact that the married man's Income Tax
allowance * a couple who are married with 2 children than
for two p ‘e 1iving together.

THE N IA 2. 'he media gener nd radio and TV particularly, undermine marriage,
:he family and fe of the unborn child. Of special concern are
1agazines publi or teenage girls and young women.

THE CHURCHES 3. The silence, the ambivalence and lack of guidance by the Established
Church and ot r Churches in making clear statements on divorce.
abortion, homosexuality, the provision of contraceptives to unc_ '-age
childrer, etc.












JN DIVISION
2 the Handicap Division - has been slow in developing. However,
1 three major successes in the last year, defeating pro-abortion

motions by overwhelming majorities.

A week-end conference f{or trades unionists is being organised later this
year.

As in the case of students we provide material tree of charge to trades
unionists regardless of whether they are members of SFUC or not.

ADVERTISING

This year we launched a national advertising campaign (the first pro-life
campaign of this nature that we have seen).

It cost about £50,000: we booked full-page advertisments in major rnewspapers
and magazines covering a very wide political spectrum: The bunday Telegraph
(Conservative); the Daily Mirror (Labour); The Observer (trendy left);

The Spectator (right wing); Private Eye {which is critical of everyhody!), etc.
The impact has been trerendous and we find that we arc now in an entirely
different ball game with fairer coverage than we have ever had {even when

the stories are opposed to us).

Our advertising agency has one of the finest creative teams in Britain and
has tremendous  respect in the media.

We are determined to raise funds to continue the campaign. Any pro-life
1ps in other countries ae at liberty to use our advertisments (although
vould like to hear about it) free of charge. They are our copyright.

1 mention this because we have already had applications from groups asking

for permission to reproduce in other countries.

Earlier under the Handciap Divion I referred to 1 half page advertisment

we ran in The Times: this was Lhe creation of the same team that is handling

our work now -WIGHT COLLINS RUTHERFORD & SCOTT - and won two major national

awards: the Best Public Services Award 1981: the Best Open Category Advertisement
1981. The awards were made last year.

HUMAN CONCERN

Our newspaper, HUMAN CONCERN, is produced on a quarterly basis and has
a print run of 110,000 per issue. It is sent to all members (about 30,000)
and sells through churches, on the streets etc. In additon, we send it
tn a1l fatholic priests; selected Anglican priests (about 10,000);
1 Pentecostal ministers, and we are hoping to extend this list,

>

LAN conference in Dublin we have been investigating the possibility

ing Direct Mail tactics. Unfortunately, this is entirely new
and we therefore are hoping tc employ an American company for
A 3. We are now waiting for them Lo begin work.

“am,paign the standing of SPUC in Parliamcnt

: Although we know that we have more

1 2 are holding a me lobby at the end of

: r they will go in supporting our fight against
1 ve been prepared tc be pre.cnted and we hope

th of this parliam=ntary term) to have made
considerable head g changes in the law.

>



Report on the pro-life movement in the United States
(including the Pacific Northwest)

by
Gabrielle T. Avery

All across this country the grassroots people are asking if the

pro-life movement is dead. How can this be true when Congress has
regu - voted for the Hyde Amendment to cut off federal funds? How
can this be true when we elected so many pro-life senators and congress-
men to replace the old pro-abortion gang? How can this be true when

i@ first pro-life president sits in the White House and, every time
he is questioned by the media, speaks out in favor of the unborn? How
can this be t e when there are thousands of conservative Christian
electronic churches spreading the pro-life message in daily broadcasts
that reach 27 million people?

A review of the situation is most apropos. You will recall that
everything was going great guns in January of 1981 when the Human Life
Bill was introduced into the Congress of the United States. Co-spon-
sored by £ ~~tor Jesse Helms and Congressman Henry Hyde, the HIB would
have used Congress’' power to enforce the l4th Amendment to define, as
a matter of law, that all human beings are persons from the moment of
concep on, Unlike a Constitutional amendment, which would have re-
quired a two-thirds vote in each House of Congress and approval by
thr . hs of the states, the | B, as a statute, would require only
am y vote in each House. Besides, incoming President Reagan was
on record as supporting it. The HIB had momentum, especially in the
wake Of the 1980 Reagan landslide and, in January of 1981, there was
strong support among the pro-life leaders.

At that point in time, however, the Catholic bishops turned their
backs on the HLB and they threw their support instead to the Hatch
Amendment. Subsequently, the HIB was defeated by the Senate on a
47-46 vote to table. The massive power of the bishops' Washington
opera on was then used to push for the Hatch Amendment which never
went anywhere in 1982. Then, the following year, the Hatch-Eagleton
comprom e constitutional amendment with a state‘'s right feature was
blasted by many pro-life leaders all across the land but, once again,
was endorsed by the U.S. Ca 10lic Conference of Bishops with spectacular
as. stance from the National | /ht to Life Committee. The result: the
Hatc eton went "down the Hatch" by a vote of 50 to 49, 18 votes
B he two-thirds majority it needed to pass a constitutional
amen“—-nt.

Then it happened: History must record that all over this country
the right-to-life movement splintered into hundreds of tiny groups in
despara on over what had happened. Here in my state of Oregon, the
fight;ng has driven out many hallowed “old timers" whose voices were
once heard ud and clear on e abortion issue. The state president
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of Right to Life/Oregon was one of the lobbyists for the Hatch
Amendment in Washington and, at the eurliest board meeting of the
NRLC in December of 1981, she voted for the Hatch even though she
did not have the consensus of her state board to du so. I person-
ally sent the NRIC board a telegram (which cost me $40.00) to
appraise them of the situation in Oregon and it was never read to
the assembled delegates. Since that time, there has been a split
here in Oregon and it keeps getting wider. The group that I am
associated with, and of which I am the international spokesman,

is the OREGON PRO-LIFE ACTION LEAGUE.

Meanwhile, the country is once again appalled and outraged
that the most recent U.S. Supreme Court decision struck down
minimal attempts by local and state governments to regulate the
practice of abortion by requiring informed consent for women.
This is not a victory for women but a victory for the rights of
abortionists. It was the abortionists who forced the case and
it is they who benefit at the emotional and physical expense of
women. The decision is further evidence that the abortion debate
is not merely another medical procedure but Court-created super-
rights for abortionistswhich fuel society's pressures on women to
abort their children.

Where are the protections for the health and lives of women to
come from? How are unregulated legal abortion clinics different
from the so-called back alley abortion clinics if there need be no
objective minimum standards of quality in either? Women die in both.
Both require cash. We commend Justice Sandra Day 0'Connor, the sole
woman on the Court, for her attack on the 1973 decision and her
dir—nt from the June 15th majority opinion. We commend Justices
Whicte and Rehnquist for joining her in the minority.

The Court's rejection of informed consent is a new milestone
in the regression of women's rights. Women have the right to know
abo any medical procedure that is to be performed on their bodies.
Wo~ -~ “ave the right to adequate knowledge of the medical, social
an. —.al significance of the procedure. (Here in Oregon, as perhaps
els ~ »re, a minor cannot get her ears pierced without the written
co----t of her parent or guardian.)

Abortionistes cannot stand the light of truth! They know that
when a pregnant woman sees for herself what her unborn baby looks like
she will opt for the baby to be born. Women have fallen prey to the
deceitfulness of the abortion mentality which seeks to obscure clear
thinking by the use of such euphemisms as "uterine contents,"

“product of conception" and "pregnancy tissue."

Fetology, which is the study of life before birth, is one of the
fastest growing specialties in medicine. Every day the media reports
accounts of new discoveries about the complexity and majesty of pre-
natal life and of medical treatments - even surdery - being given
babies before they are born. Last year, Newsweek magazine featured
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a photograph of an eight-wee%X old human fetus on 1te front cover.
Last month LIFE magazine's cover was a photograph of the exguisitely
irmed hand of a six-week fetus. How does the Supreme Court suppose
that we are going to protect women from this evidence? Those maga-
zines were displayed everywhere. even in ygrocery stores. How can we
prevent those women who have had abortions from making the ocbvious
conclusions? Women will figure it out for themselves and zome tc
realize that "pregnancy tissue" has hands uand feet, a heart and a
brain - and a life of its own. How sad for the millions of women who
have already had abortions without the benefit of ennugh information
to make choices that they can live with for the rest of their ljves.

And what is the solution to this meas that wz find ourselves in?
Let us face the fact that abortion is werely a symptom of seculariasm
which is a denial of God but, more important, a subjection of civil
affairs to His law. We must conclude that contraception and abortion
come from the same root and that contraception reguires abortion as a
safe, backup measure. So much for denying Gcd and becoming your own
arbiter of right and wrong. If that's the way our society is going,
then Planned Pare¢nthood has done its job well!

Is the pro-life movement dead? I don't think so. It juet needs
to be re-vitalized and re-energized but from a different perspective.
Let us, first of all, declare that THIS IS A RELIGIQUS WAR, Let us
proclaim from the housetops that every sincgle aboxtion is an OFFENSE
AGA IST AIMIGHTY GOD, the Creator of all life. If every life belongs
to God and we are fighting for those lives to #xist from the momert
of conception, then God is the true "leader of the pro-life movement."”

Let us go after the religious leaders in our loc¢al communities
and bring them the message of what it means to be living in a2 nation
that aborts 15 million precious American babies in 11U yesrs. Let us
courageously show them, through pictures, slides and films, how
horr )le the American holocaust really is. Also, let us promote our
leaders in every way we can, as they are the ones in the front lines
and they need our support and prayers,

And finally let us remember the words of Pope Jchn Paul 1i when
he said: "I do not heasitate to prociaim before you, and the whole
world, that human life - from the moment of conception and through all
subsequent states - is sacred because human life is created in the

image and likeness of God. Nothing surpasses the greatness or the
dignity ©f a human pexrson."

Respectfully submitted,

'L&JJ_:Ti‘ Clu{nf*/

Mrs. Gabrielle T. Avery Rome, Italy

2031 Cedar Court September 27, 1983
Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034

U.S.A.

Phone: 503/636-7293
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REPORT REPRESENTING CENTRAL NEW YORK STATE

Because of my particular circumstances, I can present only a skeschy report.
Specifically, I live in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse, but I can re-
port some activities in other cities in the general "Central New York" area,
as well as in New York City.

Diocese of Syracuse

Negative Positive
RENEW program Sponsoring Natural Family
HOPE fund Planning activities

Sadlier parochial school texts

Prohomosexual activities, through the
Justice & Peace Commission (diocesan)
and the Syracuse Gay Freedom League

Sex education programs (?)

Unfortunately there are a number of prohomosexual groups active in this area,
most notoriously in Rochester, N.Y., but also in the cities of Ithaca, Oswego,
Binghamton, and Geneva.

Certain "pockets of resistance” do exist. There is an active pro-life group
working around Utica, N.Y. (this is also Central New York), specifically Oneida
County Right to Life,

In Ithaca, N.Y., a newly organized pro-life coalition, involving many faiths,
has formed around Mr. Norbert Schickel, a young lawyer, who attempted to prevent
Ple 71ed Parenthood's opening an abortion clinic in that city. The Knights of
Columbus of Ithaca has just decided to join the action by challenging the decis-
ion of ten days ago by the Zoning Board of Appeals to favor PP,

In Cortland, N.Y., a young Logos Bookstore owner, Mr. Robert Trexler, is qui-
etly amassi g a list of pro-life people in the area who would like to do some-
thing about the state of affairs,

In New York City, Mr. James P. McFadden is continuing his apostolate as edi-
tor of the "Human Life Review" and with his work with the National Committee of
Catholic Laymen. His group is active in helping young women who want to keep
their expected babies rather than have the unborn babies' lives ended.

(See over, please.)
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