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,January 13,19113 

fir. Morton Blackwell 
Special Liaison 
Suite 191 Ole, Executive Dldq 
\Jasbinqton OC 20500 

Dear t':r. ilorton Blackwell: 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
703/659/ 4171 

AttacheC-: you will find tbe international rerort from tbe 
rr:any nations which attended the \..Orl0-i~ide pro-life 
leauership conferrncc in Rorie last Sel_'.)tenber 27-30. 

I would urge you to at least review briefly the content, as 
you \!:ill indeec'1 be shockec1 at the abortion situation facin9 
the world at this tk1e. 

I ould ask you o respond to rre and advis whether or not 
you would be irrtereste ' ·n hearing he ctual tape-recor0ec:l 
reports from the thi r d word nation of India, Africa , 
Columbia and ;1exico with reqc:1rc_l to the United States 
pror.10tion of abortion in tlleir countries. 

Your attention to tbe enclosed plus your responsE: witb 
regarc~ to the tapec°i r,,esso.ges is deeply anpreciatecJ. 

For life ·'7, 

udie"~ 
Executive Secretary 

Enc. "'l'he Status of Pro-Life Efforts 1'.Jorld-':Jide" 

Life Amendment Political Action Committee 
Alternatives to Abortion International 
Gabrielle Avery , Oregon Pro-Life Action League 
Dr. Murray Norris, Christian Family Renewal 

International Division of American Life Education & Research Trust 

P.L.A.N. . . . With God /or L,fe in All Nations 
All contributions are tax-deductible 
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1984 World Population Conference 
Scheduled to be Held August 6-13 

The IIJK.l International Conference on 
·opulation will be held. under the 
•Jspices of the United Nations. August 
13 in Mexil,;o City at the nation's 

1inistry of Foreign Affairs. 
Conferees will focus on two major 

ocumcnts: 
• A review and appraisal of the 

\t'orld Population Plan of Action. 
~tablished at the 1974 International 
'onkrencc on Population held in 
,11d1an:~1 . 

• lfrl'ommendations for further 
mplementation of the Plan. 

Delegates to the Conference will 
onsidcr suggestiona and recommenda­
wn~ from the regional commissions of 
he Uni1cd Nations. which will meet in 
heir annual session~ early next year. 

Additional regiontl mcetinp will be 
onvened to assist in the formulation of 
ccommendations and to draw attention 
J population issues in each region. 

Drafts of the major Conference 
ocumenr~ will be considered by the 
)opula1ion Commission of the United 
~11tions. meeting as the Preparatory 
'ommittec for the Conference. January 
J-27. 

In addi1ion to the two major 

Mexico City '84 

Conference documents. the Preparatory 
Committee will consider the findings of 
four expert groups, . which met during 
1983 in preparation for the Conferem:e, 
on fertility and family; population 
distribution, migration and develop­
ment; population, resources, environ­
ment and development; and mortality 
and health polky. 

Prep~ratory meeting~ will be held a 
day before the Conference and the UN 

Economic and Social Council baa made 
provision for the Conference to run one 
extra day if it is required. 

A briefing to prepare journalists to 
cover the variety ~f is~ues that will be 
raised is scheduled for August 3-4 in 
Mexico City. 

A short film, focusing on population 
is being prepared by the United Nations . 
Department of Public Information in 
collaboration with the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities. 

The UN Department of Public 
Information is also preparing a 
photographic exhibit on the theme 
"World Population Perspective." A 
brochure and poster have been prepared 
for the Conference and aent to all 
governments and the UNFPA field 
offices and UN information centers. 

Rafael M. Salas. Executive Director 
of the United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities. will serve as 
Secretary-General of the Conference in 
Mexico City, and Dr. I.eon Tabah, 
Director of the United Nations 
Population Division. will serve as 
Deputy Secretary-General of the 
Conference. 
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VEREINIGUNG 
EUROPAISCHER BORGERINITIATIVEN 

zum Schutze der Menschenwiirde 

Zentrale Osterreich: A - 4 730 Waizenkirchen, Kienzlstraie 30 
Telefon 07277 - 301 

Worldwide 
Pro-life 
Pro-family 
Conference 

!tome, Italy 
September 27-30, 1983 

Sponsored by 
t>LAN 
.....,•Ul•illt--- .. .-.....-•- · • _..,.,._.....,......,_, _____ _, 

I ORCHESTRATING VICTORY OVER PORNOGRAPHY 

I ~ !Dear Mr. Brown, 
Dear friends from America, 
Dear friends from all over the world, 

!My heartfelt thanks for your honourable invitation. 
! 
I 
jAt first I would like to give greetings to all of you 
:and want to extend to you the greetings of my co-workers 
I 

lof the "Euro an Civil Initiative for the Protection of 
;Human Dignity", section Austria, and 
of the Christian Social Workers' Communit of Austria. 
My cordial greetings to you all! Herzlich Grua Gott! 

A lot has already been written about pornography. Therefore 
it can't be my intention to give a new lecture on the 
essence and the problems of Pornography. 
It seems, however., important to me to keep on 
finding new poaaibilities of withdrawing this poison from 
public life. 

, 
How can we achieve this in a joint effort? This is exactly 
the theme which I was given to enlarge on. 

I 

It is with great pleasure that I offer my rich experience 
to your study and working group, hoping it may be useful. 

r oommunit 
and death penalty have been going on 

for centuries. 
What previous spiritual changes had already been made, 
so that the life of the unborn child could be handed over 
to the whjm or ' the dec is ion of man? 
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There are several explanations.) 
The moet important, it seems to me, is the eelf-glorifioation 
of man who in our days, full of faith in science, considers 
everything possible. 

God is no longer the creator of the world, but man 

• 

who with his technologies dominates the world. That is one aspect. 

A second, but very important point is the fact that pornography , 
or more precisely, the mass pornography has become a means 
for making social policy • 
With the help of mass pornography, mass nrostitution and 
mass .eduction of the children in sexual education classes, 
marxists and free masons destroy the consciousness of values 
built up by our nations during centuries. 

God must be eliminated from the human brains for only in 
that way the necessary vacuum can be brought about in man's 
heart and mind and also the readiness to accept new values. 

The marxists re lace God b the "comrade"· Man becomes an 
absolute value. This political grouping one calls socialism • 

The freemasons, howev~r, have no obj e~tions whatsoever a ~ainst 
any gods. Everyone may have his own opinion. They attempt to 
create a humanitarian movement that ranks above religion. 
For them God is by no means an absolute value. Their consciousness 
of value is relative to the particular needs and circumstances. 

Their relativism of value becomes especially evident in 
their attitude towards abortion. The growth rate of the 
world population seems to them to become too great. The 
consequence is abortion and contraception, in one word 
the propagation of vice and evil. This was already suggested 
as a means of population policy by Thomas Robert Malthus 
in the year of 1814 • 

Marxists and freemasons know best how to make use of the sciences 
of psychology and sociology. 
LeDin saya s I 
"It we want to destroy a nation, we only need to destroy 

its moral. Then this nation drops like a ripe fruit into 
our lap." 

., 
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We regret to say that in the western world not only 
marxista and treemasons have been effectively promoting 
this process of disintegration and decay. They have also 
found many idiots among the ordinary citizens, who place 
their publishing houses, film studios and cinemas at the 
disposal of the pornocrats. , 

It is most cons icuous what Leonid Breschnew said about 
the so-called tree western civilisation in his speech 
on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of Lenins's death: 

"In the western hemisphere there is a huge flood of criminality 
and a dark whirlpool of drug addiction, pornography, 
perverted feelings and mutilated souls. The moral decay 
will with absolute certainty bring about the final triumph 
of the international socialism and communism in the west." 

To prove how right Mr. Breschnew was, I need only refer to the 
thousands of millions of pornographic publications 
with which the whole of western Europe as well as America 
has been flooded. 

is showin its effects. The con~ciousness 
is steadily decreasing. The enthusiasm 

on the occasion of the Pope's visit to Austria may not 
deceive us. The social•Pal.itical process of disintegration 
speaks for itself. The decay is deep-rooted. This is simply 
proved by the following statements: 

In Austria 100 000 unborn children are bein murdered each ear. 
In Austria ,every third marriage ie divorced • 
By 1990 only 4°" of th, Auetrian parishes will still have their 
own priests. T~e number &t _the spiritual leaders, namely 
thP- priests, is becoming lees and less,jus~ now when they 
a~moet needed by the people. 

Pornography is an important instrument towards the change 
of society. Since years we have noticed the following 
mecthaniem and its effectsz 

• God is to be thrust aside out of man's consciousness ot value 
and to be substituted b oth~r values (by man• socialism, 

by liberty a liber-lism, JP-gal ,ositivism = democratism). 



I 
·1 

l 
I 

• 

• 

•• 

- 4 -

A proved and tested method for eliminating God from 

man's consciousness of value is sexual libert y. A person 
who has completely become free in sexual matters 
does no longer want to hear about God. This experience 
can be easily proved by anybody • 

Pope John Paul II called the sense of shame "- a fundamental 
element of culture". (Osservatore Romano Nr. 18; 1st May 1981) 
And he adds, "··• The injury o odily feeling ot shame 
is one of the definitemethods to destroy the person's 
sensibilit and consciousness of 

Means are , to be ·found to incite the sexual liberty 
in the masses of people. These -means are not an invention 
of our times. Their effectiveness was already knownin the 
early history. They were applied when the enemy could not 
be defeated on the battle-field. (~e fall of Troy 
by mass abortion, 1248 B.C.) 

Thee means are: I 
mass pornography, 
mass prostitution, 
the mass seduction of the young by sexual education in school. 

When the so-called "Sexual Revolution" has its effects 
and God is thrust asideout of man's consciousness of value, 
the spiritual vacuWD ia built up,which permits the enemies 
of religions and of the church , to infiltrate the people 
with new values. For example with the marxists, God has been 
substituted by man, the so-called comrade. Then we observe 
a most interesting phenomenons · 

In all oount~ies wher9 marxists have taken over the . 
responsibility for the people, they forbid both pornography 
and prostitution by means of very strong warning of punishment, 
and one is incli~ed to reflect that t here is no sexual education 
in school in Russia. 

The marxists know that a sexually free man in general looses 
the capability of personal commitments. If he enters 
personal relations, these connections don't last long. 
The best proof for this are the many, many divorces and 
breaches of contract, Therefore ·the marxists know 
that no state can be built up with morally depraved people. 
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In conclusion I want to draw your attention to some phenomena 
which can be useful in discussions: 

Artists have at all times shown the naked bod in its 
male or female appearance. 
At all times the love between man and woman, and reaultingly 
the giving of themselves in their bodies have been a literary 
theme. 
But when we see a iece of art from the classical anti uit or 
renaissance we never have the feeling that· by this naked 
representation of men pornography or obscenity were implied. 
The reason is that the artists succeeded in integrating 
man's spirituality in their works of art •• 

Pornographic representation, however, reduce man to 
a mere object, the sexual act becoming a sole act of instinct, 
without personal relation or higher spiritual meaning. 

The sexual urge of man possesses above all a life preserving 
function. In the sexual act man is allowed together with 
the creator of · all things to procreate a man, an image of God 
whose existence is unique and indelible. 

lUNIQUE(since on the ground of gen-combination there has never 
been the same man before and also will never be. 

[IHDELIBLE,I since man possesses an immortal soul that is 
destined for eternal lite. 

aenal drive has also a social function. 
refer to Pope John Paul's · General Audience of 22nd April 1981: 

"!l'he human body - the naked human body in the whole rea~ity 
of man or woman - is an expression of the personal mutual 
surrender of two people. 
The ethos of the body, the moral permissibility of his 
nakedness on the ground of the personal dignity stands in 
close connection with the ethos of the matrimonial system 
where the self-surrender of one partner meets the consent 
of the other." 

• Pornography is a sin against God, for it fully 
desecrates and profanes the creative collaboration of man 
in the sexual act. 
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I'ornograph i . E; a s .i.n a .,ainst God, f or it f u l J y <iesecrates 

and profanes the creative collahorati on of man in the 
sexual act. 

Pornography is a sin against man, for it degrades man 
to an impersonal object of lust without dignity and value. 

Pope John Paul II says: 

111rhe whole problem of pornovision and pornography has 1 ts 
source neither in a puritan spiritual attitude nor in a 

narrow-minded moralism. it is rather concerned with the most 
i~portant., fundamental values to which man cannot be 
indifferent, namely because of the dignity of being man, 
because of hie personal nature and 
because of his modeof expression in his body. 
All contents and values can .be formed and deepened by works 
of art and by the use of audio-visual aids, 
but at the same time they can be destorted and destroyed. 
in the hearts of men." 

(Osservatore Romano, 8th May 1981 

In the middle of the seventies some European ·countries 
ruled by marxists began to distinguish between "hard-■ core" 

and "soft" pornography • 

The indecent or "SOFT PORNOGRAPHY" hurts man ·in his feeling 

of sham~. This includes the showing of naked bodies and of 
, · ' . 

the sexual act. Nowadays group-sex already belongs to soft 
pornogr~phy. 
Anybody who wants it, can quite easily judge whether printed 
publications or films can be classified as soft pornography 
by asking himself whether he would show this picture or text 
to a child or a youngster. 

The obscene or ttHARD-CORE PORNOGRAPHY" injures. the dignity 
of man. This includes the showing of sexual intercourse 
with animals, the abuse 0£ children, Lesbian or ho~oeexual 
activity, violent sex etc. 

Such a distinction between soft and hard-core pornography 
is absolutely illegal in Austria. It is an in~ention of 

marxist judges talking politics who misuse their social 
political poeitiore. This differentiation resulted in a 
still lasting,juridical insecurity in Austria. 
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Normal people immediately realise wha.t i s pornography or not. 
They need no explanations. 
The pornographs, too, know what pornography is, 
otherwise they could not produce it and keep on 
adapting it to the demands of the market • 

It is only the consumers of pornography that ask for 
explanations in order to justify their anomaly and 
perversion. 

IHenry MillerJ the well-known American pornograph, 
says , with hie tongue in his cheek: 
"To discuss the nature ·and meaning of obscenity 
ie almost as difficult as to talk about God." 
Threupon Sir Potter Steward, the judge of the highest 
Supreme Court of the USA, replied: I "I knew it when I saw it." I 
In Austria there is a group of people who is completely 
free of doubt regarding the meaning of pornograph~, 
because they have been experiencing its effects in 
their own bodies: 
It is the prostitutes to whpm their "cus t omers" come 
with demands more and more perverse and extravagant. 
They find such stimulation in pornographic literature. 

Too man oliticians in Austria have difficulties in 
grasping the nature of pornography and the effects of 
sexual offences. 
Too many poll ticians are of the erroneous opinion 
that the liberty for the citizens in a state must 
be judged by the permissiveness of obscen-ity. 

Once I askeiour Austrian politicians whether their 
wisdom would be worthwhile being inserted in a philosophical 
encyclopedia. I am afraid,it could not even be summarised 
in a single fullstop. 
As a contrast, I look with respect upon George Washington, . 
the first president of the USA who said the following 
in his farewell speech to the American natio..n: 

"Religi on and morality are the indispensable support of the public 
welfare. A man, undermining those mighty pillars of human happiness 
is no patriot ••• Reason and experience prove that morality in the 
people cannot exist without religion ••• It is exactly these that 
have to give vitality , and strength -to a democratic government." 

i t ln - 5!~0--••------------· 
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ALLIANCE FOR LIFE • ALLIANCE POUR LA VIE 
203-379 Broadway An. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba A3C m 
Phone 1-204-942-4772 

PLAN' e , JI_._: ;J iNT .~RNAT?ONAL 
ConfArence 27th - 30th Sept. 

ROME 

General situation 

as f rom, 

1983 

Jn.c11tH.!lin o Owen 
President Alliance 

for Li f e, Cane.da, 
314 Lake crescent, 
Saskatoon, Sask • 
S7H 3A2 Canada . 

.. In the sixties major pressure from influential media: 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, Globe and •Ril newspaper 
Chatelaine, also from pro-abortion doctors. Vie stern countrJ 
:~o!.ng tb:i-01.;.ch a ma j or soci al revolution. Canadian legal 
system derives from British laws. In 1eJ8 there was the 
Bournec-a . .,.. a minor was aborted. Later came the thalidomide - ~ case in Belgium. In Canada in 1960 the United Church 
approved abortion for certain reasons and continues to 
suport this position in a rather liberal 141anner • 

• Alliance for Life came into existence fifteen years ago 
when the Canadian Law was changed by the addition of a 
clause allowing abortion for the 'life or HEALTH' of the 
mother provided the Therapeutic Abortion Committee made 
up of three doctors approved of it. From then on only 
doctors approving of abortions have eat on these COIDJ'1ittees 
which literally ·rubber stamp• requests very few bein6 
turned clown. The?·e are now two hundrfid and ten educntional 
pro-life r:roups in Canada and two nationA.l political pro­
life eroupst C(?alition for Life and Campaign Life. There 
are a number of other groups which a.re not labelled as 
such but who do a lot of pro-l ife work, i.e. the Catholic 
Women's League and the Knights of Colombus. The latter 
are also quite generous with their funds 1n support of the 
-pro-life work. We have a. few university pro-life c roups 
ancl ~ would ...lllt~ to~~ a c~ourJ __ O~!-FY uni_y2_r.32-~;, __ ~ lllI>Ut:• 
Some fi ve !.undred yow:i& pI'o-fcssionals have been through 
our Saskatoon group called Joie de Vivre 1n twelve years 
and thi s accounts for a lot of professional coMJµtMent 
and sometimes financial support. 
Every one of the ten Canadian provinces i ~·represented 
on our Nn.ti.o.nAl :Board of Di rectors ·.... ht:>J.d at , east 
threeto fou~· ... w • J·ear. Thert; .,. six Provi nvie 
Associations whi oh help coordinate t he work done by the 
groups in marl province, they are all registered charities 
which Means they carry a tax exemption number. On campus 
me9t1ngs are held most weeks and tables exposing pro-life 
material to all the students are manned once a week by 
members of the campus club. Every -group holds A.G.Ms yearly 
and elect an executive and provinces also hold their own 
A.G.M. I 

2/ 
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The case of JOE BOROWSKI ------------ ·--- -

Hon Joe Borowski was a cabinP-t minister in the socialist (NDP) 
~ov~rnment of Manitoba, Can~na when he ca.me to understand through 
pro-life lobbying that ~bortion_ Wr.\S abhorrent to the majority of 
C~n~di~ns. He joined the struggle for the nrotection of life and 
found thf.\t he !.:J.d to re □ign his post in the· cabinet. 
He then chose to retain a portion of his taxes saying he was being 
forced to pay for the '.tilling of unborn bAbir:1,. He waR put in 
jr-dl ~ few timea. ThAn he went on a lonp.; hunger strike which was 
~,tc:-.. :•ilhlicinP.d until his doctor wnrneci. h ~ rni.p;ht lo :;;:~ his 1 i.-4:e 
rtn,·~ the unborn would looe a protector. As a next step he planned 
to ch~llenee the OanBdian Law on Rhortion under the new Charter 
of Rights, His oaAe started back in 1978, the.Crown used all the 
delaying tactics available - it was being brought up in the •wrong 
court' - Bo~owski had to fight this argument ri~ht up to the level 
of the Supreme Court. This took years! The drown next argued 
that as an individual ~r. B. did not have any statue . or standing 
in the Court, . followed by round 2 up to the Supre~e Court. He 
won th~t one. Ro,md 3 started on May 9th 1983 when hie lawyer 
arr:ued that the abortion law was wronr, a.nd invalid in thRt it 
permitted the k1lline of unborn persons which is contrary to the 
"rir.ht to life" provisions of the Bill. of Rights ann Section 
7 o-f:' the ChArter of Rip;hte. His lawyer presAnted expert testimony 
from several experts amongst whom were Dr. Jerome Lejeune from 
Fra.nce, Dr. William Liley of New Zealand now deceased, Dr. Heather 
Morrie, obstetrician and gynaecologist and past president of 
AlliRnce for Life and of PhysicienA for Life and others. The 
Crown presented no evidence to the contrary and the learned juge 
had not brought down his judgement when I left Canada last week. 

A challenge has now been1started by the Canartian !Abortion 
·1° .. -:i1 'tfr; Ac·tion Lenguo (CAHAL)' expected to come in around 1985-86 
when the "dynamite•~ section of the Charter - Section 15 - will 
come into action. 

In the meantime let us make sure we get pro-life cells started 
in as many schools as possible and in all universities. 
Let us follow the tea.ohing'of the Innocents from Scotland, I 
really like that approach. 

f 

l 
i 
I 

f 
I 

I 
' ' i' 

I 
If you would like more information about the educational coordinator ; 
for the groups across Canada please write to the Alliance for Life 
address1 Mrs. Anna Desilets, Executive Director, 203 :- 379 , . 
Broadway avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C OT9 Canada. fel. 
l-204-942-4772 

Thank you a11 for this tremendous get tbgether 
GOD BLESS I_ 

I 
' 
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Grouris or13anise ::i.cti•dties locr1lly and a.J..:,o .7oj_n in on lrovinc:ir~l 
Qcti vi ties ancl once a year ·11P '.U'E" n0v1 ·, t i::em1Jtin;": N~ ti nr.aJ. :lc ti vi ti 3s 
Ln::.;t year we had a Nntionnl billboard clc::iir:;ned hy Alli:1nce for Life 
ancl we are planninr: another one tl:is year. Every group tries to 
hold ona respect for 1.ife week e~ch ~,e~r nnrl two provinces have 
succeeded in holding a pro-life ~onth. For theoe we usually receive 
the approbation of the Mayor of the city or cities and often~ 
proclri.n.atj_on by City Council accompanied by n. photo of the Mnyor 
ci~ninp the proclnmRtion, ThiR j3 ~ood publicity. We t·ive tnlks 
in f:Ch ool s, in public and speak on :cadi o open 7_j ne s once or twice 
2. ?~r·:r. ';>ro provtnct?s hnve expnnrlcn their scl: 1;01 teRchir;g by 
hj rir,e; pro-life school teachers to present our progrn!'Ulle and So.skat­
cr,e-<1an has requested over a perj_od of tir;ie, s01;te money from the 
provincial government and we have just been gtanted the first 
$60,000 to es'{blish an office with a paid executive director, we 
hope tha~s ,,me of the other provinces Vft,ml t want to be left behind. 

In 1975 Alliance for Life had presented to the Federal parliament 
nnd to the Prime Minister personally the Petition of One Million 
but no action followed, It requested thGt the same protection 
under the law benefit the unborn as recommended in the Declaration 
of Rights of the Child. It was by far the largest petition ever 
pre~ented to the Canadian parliaMent and still is: 

Publications: Pro-life news Canada and Actualite Vie are the 
official pubL. Jatiorrn of Alliance for Life. The Human, Lifelines, 
Vitality, Right to Life News of Toronto, Interim and now Vit9.l Signs 
of the Physicians for Life Canada are all very infornative pro-life 
pnblicntiona. 
Sep tPmber 17th-24th wr:i.s pro-life woekrir:ht acros~, Canada ancl in 
Snsk:~tchewan it was celebrated with n mrir·, thon run with the following 
m~:in objectives: to communicate to the public the pro-life messn.ge 
to implement a c:omprehen[1i ve pro-life prorrmnme of counselling 
ser·vices for teenac:ers and pA.rents in public and in the scnool 
systems and to develop and promote an educational progrA.rnme rad.io, 
television and newspnpers. The main objectives were : spiritunl, 
educntional and firnrncial, 

I 
A recent major blo~ h~s been the decision of the Society of Obstetri-1 
cian:.=i and Gyneco1or-::i.~ts mnking the followin~ reoommendations to the 
Canadian Medical Aesociatimns 
1) "There is great value and urgency for provincial Ministers of 

Health, Education and Social Community Services to inteerate 
prop;r~npmes devoted to sex education with fanily planning clinics 
and abortion services." 
2) "The decision to perform an abortion sbouln be considered a medic'iJ 
one arnl as such the i:-:'1sue of therapeutic abortion should be removed 
from Canadian Criminal Law." 
~n " It is recognized that not all 
hospitals in Canada are supportive 

practitioners and perhaps not all 
of the principles of Th.Abortion 

. I 
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Org~niz~ciones: OefensR de lR vid~ hum~na 
"Fund"1Ci~n Derr.cha., N;:icer 11 

TrAbRjo Preventiva1 C£/VlPI\FAL Que tu,h~jn por 1,-, f;im.i.li;:i 

!';etodas n:,,tur;,J.n::;: Hn::i MArfa Luis;,, t\rroyo y Herm;,nas dP. l:,, c:-irirhd 
Fund"ci6n c~rvRj~l Missereo 

CASAS de Rdopcionl FRna, Piainqos, cr~n, c~sR de lR mAdre y el ni­
f'io etc., 

O □ JETIVO DE L" FUNi)ACION; 

Es unR Institucion sin ;nimo de lucre, que ti0ne coma objetivo pri~ 
cipRl luchAr c~ntrA el eborto provoc~do, hRcienda camprender A lns­
futur~s mAdres, que par dif{cil que se~ su CRso, nunc~ se justificR 
mRt~r a un inocenta. 

BREVE HISTORII\ DE Ln FUND~CIONa 

nnte lA presentacion en el SenAdO on 1.975 de un prayecta de ley 
perrnisivA del ~barto provoc"do y p~rn dnr respucst~ humRnP y cris­
tiAn~ Al problemR del ~horto, leg~lizRdO Ono, 88 creo par inici~t! 
v;i de ASTRID TIIMIIYQ DE BIIYER, lR Fund;,ci~n Derecho R NAcer, antidRd 
qye desde entonces vione Ayudnndo ~ !Rs rnujeres, que a CRUSR de el­
gun embarRZD no deseAd□, se encuentr~n en conflict□ y desprrollRndo 
otrAs ACtivid~das que ser:n enunci~dns. 

LUCHA CONTRA EL ~BORTO Y SU LEG0LIZ~CION: 

Uno de nuestros emrenas hA sido el tr~bajo constRnte y dacidido parA 
craar unA concienciA en el pueblo calombi~no acerc~ del crimen quo -
se comets cu~ndo se prov□ CR un Ab □ rto. 

, . , 
Nuestra camp~n~ n trnves de los medias de cornunic~cion h~ side prdu~ 
y ten,;'z, especL·drnente en el "'no de 1.979 p,ue impedir que se leg1=1lJ: 
zere el ~borto en colombia. 

, 
Creemos qua lA solucion no es qua se la permit~ 8 lA mujer someter -
see un eborto cl!nico sino, par el contrArio, que se led; lA edu -

i , . l t ·' CAC an necesRr.lr'! en os em 0•s sexuplas, en el CAmpo de oriantAc.1on -
fAmiliar yen cu"nto P su raspons~bilidad frente A lA mAternidad • 

. /. 

El RESPETO A LA VIDA ES El MEJOR TRIBUTO A D10S 



2 

Sin emb;:irgo cr;.eemos quE: Run cu,-,nrJo 1,., ley SBR Bprob"'dA tendr; -
qu~ h;oicerse m,-.s intense, nuestro tr;:ih::ijo p;:irR mostr;:ir A l;,, mujer 
que es un ~Jorto, como · lo llev;:in A CAbO y l;:,s consecuanciAs mo­
rAles F{sic~s y p~icol;gicAS que conllevA, d~ndole Rs{ lR opor­
tunidAd de decidir por sf mismA de unA mAnBrA consciente, µAra­
que no cometR lo que es un crimen an Al orden mor~1, Aunque no­
lo fuare an el ordP.n legAl. 

~VV0"5 QUE PREST~ L~ INSTITUCION1 

l • 

2. 
3, 
4. 

s. 
6. 
7. 
a. 
9. 

10. 
11. 

OrientAci~n sabre lA dignidnd de \A mnternidRd e informAci~n 
sabre el pArto y cuid;:,dos del babe 
Consejer{A individuAl A nivel de pAreje ~ de fnmilia 
Servicios m;dicos, psicologicos y psiqui;tricos 
OrientACion sabre las recurs~s de lA m,-,ternidAd y de lA co­
mu~id~d9 cqmo contras de s;:ilud, hospitA!es y cl!nicAs 
Examenes medicos parp lA mRdre y el bebe 
fRcilidAdes pArA ex;menes de lAb□ rAtorio 
Curses de CApAcitAcion en Artas y oficios 
Curses do~inicAles de formACion merAl 
Cansecucion de CASAS pArR al □ jAmiento durAnte el embArRZO 
Bolsa de empleo 
Saguimiento de CAsos, incluyendo visitAs domiciliAriP.s ~ ho~ 
pitAlAriAs. 

DEP~RT~MENTO 0£ £DUCftCION1 
, 

Se hAn org~niz~do dos Semi,Rrios Lntino~mericAnO~ con el propo-
sito de craAr en las pa!ses vecinos unR concienc!A sabre la n~-, 
cesid~d de prepArArse parA defender la vidA que, AUnque no este 
qtACAda por !As le¥es, si est;n lRs,mujeres utilizAndo el ,bo~­
to como un medic m~s de plAnificAcion f~miliAr coma solucion A 

un problemi:t. 

En estos A"os de trAbRjo hemes Atendido Apraxim~dAmente 4.000 -
mujeres encontr"ndo que allAS llegAn Al Aborto par no tener ~y~ 
dq AfectivA y orertunn en el momenta del prohlemA. 

Son much~s lRs mujeres que grRcins R nuAstrR AyudA hRn logrRde­
dArle vidP A SUS hijos, dej;:ir lA prostitucion, el concubin~t~,­
lAS drogRs etc. 

QlgunAS h?n formPdO SUS hogAres con lA bendi~ion de Dias, otras 
hAS SAlVAde su m~trimonio de lP desintagrAcion, muchAB hRn side 
perdonAdAS y comprendid~s par sus f~miliAS y ACeptAdRS luego -
en s us ho QP res c en s us hi j o s • 

Como AlgunPS no rueden perm~necer con SUS babes por diferentes­
CAUSAS, Algunos de estos ni"es hRn side or~Rniz~dos per nuestra 
fundAcion, A trAvJs de l;:,s CASAS de Adopcion, en hognres donde 
ellos encuentrAn el Rmbiente prepicio pRrR su desArrollo y for-, 
mpicion. 

./. 
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L~s pAraJ~s AdoptAntes deben llen~r r oquisitos tAlas comoz 
Ent rev i e tA 
Estudio Soci?l , , . ,, 
ExAmanes medicos y ps1cologicos 
Ser C,qtolicos prRcticRntes 
Asistir ~l encuentro mRtrimoniAl 
DemostrRr lR c~usR de su infertilidRd 
Toda esto se requiar~ pAr~ dRrle Rl nino unR m[nimA g~rRnt{A de-
seguridRd y ptoteccion fRmili~r. . 

0UE SE EST~ H~CIENDO EN DEFENS~ DE Ln VIOn? 

Uno de nuestros empsRos hR sido el trRb?jo constnnte y decidido­
p~rR cre::1r unR concienciR en el pueblo colombiRno ACBrcA del er{ 
~en qua se comets CURndo se provoc~ un Aborto. -

Creemos que 1~ s~lucion n~ es que se permitA A lA mujer ebort,qr­
sino que se le de edu~Rcion necesariA en las temRs sexuAles, en -
el CRmpo de orientRcion fRmiliRr y frente a su responsAbilidRd -
c:omo ml!'ldre. 

Nuestro trAbAjo se hAce muy intenso pRrR mostrRr R lA mujer qu;­
BB un Aborto, coma se lleVA A c,qbo y lns consecuenciAS mor,qles,-, , ,. ! 
f1sicR8 y psicologicas que conllevR, dRndole AS lA oportunidAd-
de decidir por s! mismA de unR m~ner.=- consciente pAr~ qua no co-, , 
metA unA f~ltA en el orden morAl Aunque no lo fuere en el orden­
legal. 

POR CUE DEfENDEMOS L~ VlD0? 
, 

A estA pregunt~ respondemos con lA conclusion R lA que lleg.=-ron 
Bn octubre de 1.976 en WAsington un grupo de,AutoridRdes de todo 
el mundo en el cAmpo de l.=- medicin.=-, leyes, eticA y cienciRS so­
ci~les, en el cu~l sol.=-mente el 2ot de los ASistentes BrRn CRto­
licos."La mRyor{A de nosotros no pudo encontre~ ningJn punto o -
etApa en el tiempo que trAnscurre entre lA union del espermAto -
zoide y del ovule O par lo menos entre lR etAPA de implRntRCion­
y el n~cimiento de un ni~o, .=-nterior Al CUA! pudierAmOS decir 
que es111 vid.=- no es hum,QnR. Los c.111mbios que ocurren entre le im -
plRnt~cion, el embrion de seis semnnAs, y el feta de seis meses­
y lA

1
person111 ~dult~ son simplemente etApAS de crecimiento y mAd~ 

r~cion.tt 

Podr!~mos citRr Aqu! todos las ergumentos filosoficos, mor~les,­
teologicos, jur{dicos etc, que se d~n en pro de 1~ vide; coma 5£ 
mos un pueblo CRtolico, solo VRmos e hAcer referencie A lA doc -
trinA de lA IglesiR con respecto Al Aborto provoc~do. 

LR IglesiA condsn~ cnmo grRve ofensR A lA dignid~d hum~nn ya la 
justiciA, tod~s 1~s ACtividAdas coma el Anticoncepcionismo, lA -
esteriliZRCion, el,~borto provoc~do, y expres~ SU preocupAcion -
80r 1~ vidA A trAves dal quinto m~nd~miento "NO MQTARAS" 
~ten;gorRs en defensA de las cristiRnos en el siglo II, defiende 
lP vid~ desde el seno m~terno, diciendo que las fetas y 8 son ob­
jetivo de solicitud par pRrte de lR providenciR • 

. / ~ 
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, , 
Uno de los documentos m~s f~mosos es 1~ DidAche o doctrin8 de -, . 

los ~postoles, escrito R fines del siglo I en el cu~l dice& "NO 
MI\T•Ans CON EL ftBORTO EN EL FRUTO DEL VIENTRE, NO H~n~s PERECE~ 
OL Nl~O YI\ N~CIDO". 

ns! podrl~mos continu~r citRndo documentJs de 1, lglesi~, de 
SRn ngust{n, de 1·ertuliAno, Gr~ciAno, 5Anto Tom~s. PAblo VI etc, 
h~st~ llegRr A JuAn Peblo II, ACtuRl PAPAY- Al primer defensor­
de lA vidA hum::in;:,. l\rg~mento jur{dico podrI:c1mos cibr ~l ""rt{culr, 
CUArto de lA decl~r~cion Univers~l de los Derechos Hum~nos, sus 
crito per coiombiR y Aprob~do por lA ley de 1.972, que dice1 ~ 
"Tod~ personR tiene derecho A que se respete su vidR. [Jte dare 

, -cho e stRrlll pro to g\do per lA le y y en genarR l A pn r tir de l mom en 
to de 1~ concepcion. -

, 
Nadia puede ser priv~do de 1~ vidA erbitr~ri~mente. LA lay estR 
hech~ segun nuestro codigo, p~r~ defender 1~ vidA, honrA y bie­
nes de los ciud;:,dAnos". Y p~rA conclu!r queremos de$tACRr lAs -
p~l~br~s rlel S8nor Presidnnte de los Est~dos Unidos Ron~ld Re~­
gAn quien en un discurso sabre el ~gorto, present~do en el con­
greso de ,lo,, [st~dos Un.irlos dice a Cu:,l es entonces lR verd:--derR 
conclusion? ~10 he dichc frecuBnterriente que cu~ndo nosotros ha­
bl::.mos del ~borto est~mos hR~lRndo de dos vidRs, lR vidR de lR­
m~dre y lR virln del niMo RJn no n~cido• si usted no SRbe si un­
cuerpo est"' vi110._ o muerto nunc;:, deberi,:~ enterr;:irlo. Piensa que 
estR considerncion par si mismn debP,riR ser suficiente p~rR no­
sotros p~r;:, insistir on 1~ proteccion del no n~cido. 

~ trAv:s de nuestro di~rio convivir con l~s futurRS mRdres yen 
las Semin~ri □ c que hemos ro~lizRdo, llRgAm □ s A lR conclusion qua 
!As CRUS~s que llevRn n l:i mujer Rl Rborto son lRs siguientesi 

LR liberRci~n femeninR mnl entendidR 
L8 migr;:,cion de lR mujer cnmpesin? hnci~ 1~s ciud;:,des , . 

- l~ esc~sez de recursos economicos 
- El honor de 1~ f--.mili:i 
- L~ violnci6n h--.ciendo culpnble "'l ni~o y no Rl hombre irrespoD 

s;:,ble , 
- LR pl~nific~cion ~rtiricinl , ~ue concientiz~ en contrn de l?. 

m"lternidnd que llev;:i ~1 Rhorto provo CRdo A convertirse en un -
media m:s de control nntnl. No podemos olvidRr que los Rnticon 
captives y el dispositivo intr:i-uterino son micro-;:,bortivos. -
El m~chismo colombinno,que h~ce quo el hombre desconozcR lo -
que es l? respons?bilid~d y l"' fidelidRd. 

- El deshord ·:w1 iento de todo lo erotica y pornogr;fico, :i tr::.v~s­
de los medins de comunic::.cion en los CUR19s so present? else­
XO coma lR P"'nRCel"I de 1-, vid"', per □ no se h;.,.blP. de respons:::ibi­
lidr:id. 

cunL ES Ln srruncroN OE Ln MUJER Y Ln MnT[RNI □ no EN LA SOCIE8n □-
COL0Mf)II\Nl\7 

, 
Tom~ndo coma b~s~ los tr~bRjos de las doctorAs Jose GRlRt, RobeL 
to c~~ete y Yol~nct~ Mnrt{nez de S~mper, 1!'1S! como l~s histori~s -

./. 



nprrAdAS par los ciontos do rnuj~rAs ~us h~n ~cudido A ln rund" 
cion, conclufmos que ln mujer calombiRnR Rtr,,.vieu, per un-,, di-: 
f{cil situ~ci~n qua en muchns ocnsionAg lP inducen n tom"r so­
luciones f;cilP.S y Rpre:3ur-.de>S t:-.les c nrn o l.:, sep~r,..cion, el -
aborto, lA prostituci~n el Rhnnrlona de las hijas etc. 

Quiz; el nspecto m;s natRhle de dichR situncion lR constituyen 
lR desinteijr~ci;n f,,.miliRr, con lR consecuente deficienci~ en­
ln form~cion de las hijos, qu!enes genHrnlmente quad~n b~ja el 
cuidRdo de lR m"dre a son nbnndonndos y SP conviertAn an mendi 
gos o peque~as delincuentesJ -

Per otrR pnrte, 1~ mujer qua es ~h~ndon~dn por su compn~ero 
se ve en ln necesidnd de educnr ollR sol8 n sus hijos, se sia~ 
tc ~ngustiRd~ y desnnimndn, em ~uchos c-.sas no estA prepAtAdR­
pArn lR m~ternidnd menas RUn pnrn nsumir todns lns responsAb! 
lidPdes dentro de lA f~miliA, Rlgun,-,s de estns mujeres reAccio 
n~n con un rech~zo hnciA sus hijos; otr"s se dedicRn R buscAr~ , 
rApidRmente atro comp~Mero y viven un frpc~so trAs otro. 

1. 

2. 

4. 

PROYECTOS 

CreAr lA UniversidRd del Amor . , 
El Dr. Roberto CA"ete, en comnnAiR de lA directorR de lR -
rundRcion y otros P.[P.StRntes profesiannles, est;n trRbAjAn 
do en lA elnbor~cion de un proyRcto de "Centro edUCRtivo ~Ar~ 
al Amor", Al estilo do un~ UniversidRd R donde puedRn Asi~ 
tir desde las niMos h~stn los nnci~nos pnr~ ;:iprender todo lo 
relRcion~do con el Amory ln r~~ponsAbilid~d que este con­
llevA, busc~ndo UnA form~cion integrnl del hombre que le -
permitn ser excelente c6nyuge y mAgn{fico pAdre de fnmiliR. 
Abrir un~ rosidenciA pRr:-l rn:->dres solterRs y mAdres con nl­
i'\os. 
OrgRnizRr un;:i c"s" de ;1dopciones pnr~ complernent"r el tr1'1-
bAjo. 
~dem;s se quiere orgnniz~r un consultorio mptrimoniRl~ qua 
trRbAJ~r: tAmbien en pnternidRd rAsponsAble con los metodos 
nAtUrAles. 

NECESIDCOES URGENTES 

1. Cons~guir 1~ finRnCiRcion de los proyectos existentea. 



FRNTCE - .?resent situation on the anti- and pro-1.:.fe front - Septembt:!r 1983 

1. I must point at the £act, Pirst, that the situation in France, 3.lthough pMeriting 
special (national) features, has many things in corrynon with other European countries 

and even other "developed" countries all ai·ou.nd the worli:1. Thi9 i~ to be explained by 
the vorldvide effort to control population - and people's minds! 
2. Previous situation: Until tne 50 1 s, France h.:,.d a 19~W la,v forbidding abortion (al-

ready punished by the Napoleon Code, 1810) and cont:r1.ceptive propaganda. In fact, 
there vas cont race pt ion (coitus interruptus & condom), and also an indeterminate number 
of illegal abortions, as well as a malthusi~1 movement & a trend to find safe llll!thods 
of birth regulation. Demo~ffi\PhY WM 0.. problem; tb.e Revoluticmary and Napoleonic 
wars had taken their toll (1792-1815: 1 ,4million dead and disappeared), and also the 
1870-1871 war, and above all the 1st World War (1 ,4M dead, 740,000 disabled soldiers), 
and finally the 2nd World War (205,000 soldierg dead & 330,000 civilians) A strong im­
migration had already taken place (1872-1940: 3,511). J\.lst before the 2nd World War, a 
"Code of the Family" was set u.p to encourage fertili.ty and

1
enhance Pa.mily life. 

3. In the mid-SO's, a Gynaecologist, Dr LAGROUA WEILL-HALLE, sets uJ.> "Maternit~ l:ieureu­
~ (Happy Motherhood'), to help couples to plan their .family and avoid abortions; she 
advocates the available means th.en: the condom & the diaphragm. But her 11.£:i 1 (1956) 
beco,nes an affiliate of IPPF ( 1958) and changes its name in 1960 to 11 !1ouvement Francais 
PQl.lr le Planning familial", bringing France iriethe 1r1orld"1.de population control trendt 
not only "birth regulation", but birth-r.:ontrol, vi th ;:! strong emphasis on 'control': 
the whole outlook of Frend,couples changes and becomes doviy ,lostile to the child1 
"unplannedM • "unwanted" • rejected. 
4. The availability of tb.e Pill & the IUD in the mid-60 • s ( even i £ they are used only 
by a minority), tends to reinforce the trend against Family Planning restrictive regu­
lations i an intense cail\Paign develops w:b.ose outcome is the F;imilY Planning Law (Xmas 
12.iZ) legalizing contraception; a strong .f'ertili ty decline nas already begun around 64-
65 in France ( and all European countries, except Greece), meaning that the anti-child 
mentality is more imPortant than the means used. 
5• The anti-child trend is vorsened by 'modern I contraceptive practice which by itself 
cheapens the intrinsic value of the child and tends to mask the natural procreative 
.function of sex; people, ,nore or less unconsciously & helped by clever propaganda, are 
slowly prepared to reject and 'eliminate' an unplanned child through abortion. 
6. At the same time, the population control lobb~ which wants to c~rb the so-called 

"population explosion• in the Third World, encourages that turn of mind which v.i.ll 
help to give a useful exuple to countries historically depending on France (former 
colonies, Near East, Latin America). Hence, the slow preparation for the legalization 
of abortion in France. 
7. The pro-abortion canu>aim is set up in the early 70's; it follo~s tne usual lines: 
'Aard cases•, very high figures of illegal abortions supposed to kill or cripple tens 
of thousands of women among tlle bundredsof tbousandswho undergo abortions (our National 
Institute 0£ Demography s~• 300,000, but that fi!iJUre is based, among many 'errors•, on 
~ abortion deaths (YESz tlle French are clever!): still, that .figure is taken serious­
ly by our Parliament and public opinion and i5 instrumental ( •scare tactics•) in the 
passing of tne •provisional' Abortion Law (1974) made 'final' in 1212. (as it bad been 
instrumental already in the passing ol the Faii\rly Planning Law, 1967) 
8. The French Abortion Lav is one of the most liberal: abortion on demand up to 10 -weeks 

then 1 ther.i>eutic• abortion up to ••• birth (the law debars any •time-limit' for late 
~bortion). Social Security pays up to 80% of expenses as 0£ late 1982. 
9. Present situation and res\.llts of the changes in laws and Jllinds: 
- 60's: illegitJ. abortions: 300,000 (but see 7. }i Average number of children per woman: 

2,75 
1970-1974: " " i d 0 d 0 

" " 
11 

" 11 " 

2,36 (anti-child mentality at wort) 
- 1975-1981: legal abortions: up from 134,000 to 182 ,OOOi average number of children 

1 , 89 (so, the numbers of abort:i.cns hav(;! been halved by opening abortion 'Wards 
and clinics every~ere ! a."ld -we are told that: abortion aoes not result in 
declining birthrates l The F'rendl are clever, I tell you!) 

JO. Social and re ional dis a.rities tenet to disappea;:; brainwashing hu beeneffective, 
through tne media, on all groups in 1.4ding h :.: ellectual1, clergy, M.Ds., political 

gro·ups of all denominations: lef'tist I r 1ti-1ts, c~ntrists •• , tai.r,n .a.s "11!11 as industrial 
vorkers, etc. 



te births (doubling from 6-7''/. to 13-14% in less than 10 years, withou'~ mentionin1 
abortion 0£ these babies; decrease of marriage rate; increa0 e of divorce rate after 
lav reform in 1975 making it easier: numbers almost treble bet'-"!:en 1960 & 19801 1 ill 
4 marriages breaks instead of 1 in 10, and after a shM't.er duration; remarriage rate 
decreases (fiscal advantages for unmarried 'liorking persons?); VD 'explosion', etc ••• 
12. Ageing accel~rates ( even i £ the good effects of a better bl. rt hr ate in the 50 's 
are still extant , and euthanasia for 'social' rea,;ons i5 (cautiously) envisagod1 
simply allowing the State to choose •care priorities•. · 
13. Tne Churches in France; protestant collUTIWlities (or leaders?) have been active in 

the fight £or liberalization of abortion, contraception divor..:e, hoJllOse:xuality. 
The Ca.diolic Ch\lrch has been deeply divided since 11Humanae Vitae" (19681 Encyclical 
rejecting contraception)1 the bishops h3ve usually vorkcd £or life, but have been (and 
are still?) unavare 0£ the far-reaching international politicb.l implications of the 
problems, hence limiting themselves to moral (and un-effective) 9tatements; priests & 
religious suffered also, with still less possibilities to understand ..,b.at is really at 
stake: most 0£ the~, at least al'llOng tne older, tend to be faithful to the teaching-of 
the Church ( and Natural La.., & liuman Rights), but do not kno'li ho" to help the laity to 
fight and to implea1ent (or try to) i~ through NFP (still in infancy in France). Of 
course these problems do not help to £ill up Seminaries :md Novitiatesz small families 
and moral uncertainties do not produce many vocations ••• 
14. French pro-life organization~: they are few and fairly weak: they have b<:en giv~n 
a bad name & image by the media (rightists, eascists, etc ••• ) to avoid taking tnem 
seriously: 11Laissez-les-Vivre" (Let Them Live) is the main organization campaigning 
for the right to life and against abortion (a big success vas the pro-Life march on 
15 May 1982 in Paris vitn 50,000 people)i "SOS.Fut\.lres M~res" (sos.Expectant Mothers) 
is the caring branch 0£ the same organization, but saves only a tiny minority of the 
unborn babies at risk; other organizations ("Emmanuel", "Magni ti cat 11 ••• ) try to have 
babies adopted. But all these organizations have a long vay to go to co111pare to pro­
life organizations in otiler countries. 
15. What about the future? Difficult to say! There is 'florry amo11g demographers and 

government o££icials about the decling birthrate and its consequences; so, they 
are cautiously advocating pro-natalist policies; but this vill not be sufficient to 
change the situation (c£ Eastern European countries ••• ). 'ihat -will have to be done 
is to reaffirm the right to life as .a basic principle on whid1 to reb11ild the National 
Communityi but these people a.re not yet prepared to do that, and it is terribly 
difficult I'or pro-Jifers to make themselves heard, as the media are adverse to ,my 
publication £ollov.i.ng that line. The international dimensions are generally wtl::nown 
to public opinion (for the same reasons); our dcmograJ)hers and scientists are caretul 
to avoid any hint at the real causes of the anti-life trend in Europe or/and in the 
"Whole 'liorld; and they do not vaver to issue misleading or false information, for ins­
tance they are still denying tne obvious liru:s bet\oleen legalized contraception/abortion 
and declining birthrates. This must be underlined, as it m2'Y apply also to other 
countries: an statement from our Demo raphic Institute must be considered unreli le 
until carefully double-cbecked... which is not alwa,ys easy I • Tb.is raa,y seem tooharsh 
a judgment, but there are too Jllany ex~;;1ples 0£ double-talk and lies during too many 
years I 
16. The only real hope is to try to vork on the very people 'Wilo changed the lavsi 

politicians and MPs; and with and through them come back to what is really at: 
stakes the fundame~tals of my civilized society• and international justice for the 
poor who are the ultimate aim of the anti-life population control movement. This is 
extremely d~fficult; that is vhy we mu.st rely on Higher Powers than ours, but also 
work harder for 'tb.e sl'A&llest of our brothers•. September 25th, 1983 

N.B. - This nas been written rather hurriedly (Fr) Ren~ BEL 
and is no more than a tentative contribution... Foyer Jean XXIII 
Please take it as such ••• 1 87400 ST LEONARD DE llOBLAT 

France 



THE CATHOLIC HOSPITAL . ASSOCIATION OF lNUlA 

CBCI Center 
Goldakhana 
NEW DELHI 110 001 
Tel: 322064/310694 

A BRIEF REPORT ON THE INVOLVEMENT OF 
CATHOLIC HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION . OP INDIA IN PRO-LIFE MOVEMENT 

Int r oduction: 

The Catholic Hospital Association of India (CHAI) with its 
office at present in the CBCI Center, New Delhi (India), is the 
main coordinating body of more than 2,000 health care insti­
tutions, from large hospitals like St. John;s Medical College 
Hospital to small health centers under the auspices of the 
Catholic Church in the country. This organization came into 
existence 40 years ago and is steadily growing year by year. 
Among more than 2,000 health care institutions, including one 
medical college and over 130 nurses; training schools, more than 
1,700 are members of this association. It should be noted that 
numberwise, vast majority of them is situated in rural areas, 
where more than 801 of Indian;s nearly 700 million people live. 

OUR ACTIVITIES 

CHAI has varied activities and among them the following three 
main areas have been taken as our special tasks dur;i_ng the coming 
years: 

1. Pr omoti9n of community health and primary health-care 
program. 

2. Promotion of Pro-Life Movement. 
3. Promotion of the pastoral and spiritual aspect of 

health-care. 

PROMOTION OP PRO-LIPB MOVEMENT 

This has become one of .the needs of the times in India, and as the 
national organization for the promotion of health under the 
auspices of the Catholic Church, our involvement in the movement 
became imperative. During our annual convention, held at 
Coimbatore, South India, in October 1982, a panel discussion was 
held on the theme, •Respect Life.• Consequently, it was decided 
that the period from the convention in 1982 till the next 
convention to be held in Bombay in November 1983, should be a time 
o~ preparation. These preparations were planned at three levels. 

1. LOCAL LEVEL: Each of our member institutions was asked to 
celebrat e one d~y with the theme "Respect Life• in order to bring 
to the minds of the people its importance. This was carried 
out by many institutions and a brief report was published in the 
journal of the organization (Medical Service), for the benefit of 
others. 

2. DIOCESAN LEVEL: by a circular, each diocese was asked to 
organize at least one day;s program on this theme at the· diocesan 
level. A few dioceses have already done so and others are 
organizing this program. A report of these activities will also 
appear in our :journal. 
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3. N~TIONAL LEVEL: The national level preparations will be this 
years convention that has "Respect Life" as its main theme to 
be held at St. Pius X College in Goregaon, Bombay, from Nov;mber 
6 to 10, 1983. We hope to draw up a definite plan of action at 
the national level under the auspices of CHAI. 

PREPARATION OF EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

While discussing the future activities in this field, it was felt ~ 
that education of our people on the various aspects of the problem 
of abortion, euthnasia, etc. and their implications on the lives 
of our people, is very important in our country. As film, color 
slides, etc. are very powerful media of instruction, it was 
proposed to produce a documentary film and a set of slides on the 
theme of abortion. The preparations of these are .on, in 
collaboration with the Film and TV departments of AMRUTHAVANI 
Communication Center in Hyderabad and the Xavier Institute of 
Communications in Bomaby. The set of slides will be ready by 
November in time for the annual convention and the film may take 
a bit longer and probably will be shown by the end of 1983. 

CONCLUSION 

While speaking about Pro-Life Movement and, at the same time, 
being cogniscent of the plight of millions of our people in 
India, I cannot but add a very important dimension of this 
problem--the problem of justice. We need to be concerned not 
only with the unborn and the aged, but also with the many millions 
in the country like ours who are denied of a decent human living 
because of abject poverty or even destitution. We also hope to 
add our small contribution in this regard, especially through our 
community health programs. I do hope that I will get more 
inspiration, ideas and help from this conference to initiate and 
sustain this all-important apostolate in our country through the 
Catholic Hospial Association of India. 

New Delhi 
September 25, 1983 

Fr. John Vattamattom SVD 
Executive Director, CHAI, & 
Secretary, Health section of the 
CBCI Commission for Justice, 
Development and Peace. 



REPORT: PRO LIFE EFFORTS IN INDIA WITH SPECIAL .ImFEB.ENCE TO 
--~--------._..---------------------------~~--------

Author ------ ; Dr. Sr. · CATHERINE BERNARD., M.B.B.S. 

Back Ground Information: 
------------------------
In 1952 India was one of the first countries in the world to implement 

a ·'National Birth Control -program and formulate definite policies 
regarding population growth. 

The national program currently employs all contraceptive methods, 
sterilization and abortion ae part of its population policy and employs 
these means to reduce its population. 

The .Minist~y of Health and Family Welfare implements ite programs 
through State Branches, which in turn operates through its districts 
and primary heal;th centres. There are about I _I,000 such active units 
in the country. 

The Government owned operational net work furthe! enlists the co-operat­
ion and support of private sector agencies and institutions to impl~ment 
its programmes to reduce the birth rate. There are about 6,000 such 

branches active in the country. 

In 1972 the bill to legalise abortion was introduced in Parliament, 
and in 1973 it was implemented under the title "Medical Termination 
of l>regnancy Act" • 
Legal abortions were permitted: 
I • .Pregnancy as a risk to the mothers health. 
2.Should be performed in a hospital recognised by the Government. 
3. In case of rape. 
4. The couple having arrived at the desired size of the family ,with 

the desired sex of the children. 
5. Could be performed~ the first trimester. 
6.With the approval of two ·physicians, so that illegal abortions can be 

stopped. , 

However vague the 
hold good nor are 
'illegal ' before 

conditions have h.en, today none of the conditions . . 
they being followed. Over I2 million abortions were 
1973, today there ~ over 25 million abortions being 



.. ~ .. 
Abortion is now a measure and method of population control in India. 

With its many associated problems of poverty ,malnutrition ,unemployement 

etc. the poor are made powerless,life is mutilated and robbed of its 

value and meaning for them. The subtle pressures of the Government deprive 

people of their right to life and a better standard of living. 

PRO LI~ PROGRAMS IN INDIA:-
---------------------------
I wish to share with you the efforts that are being made with regard to 

Pro Life efforts in India, in terms of known programs,projects and 

organisational set up.These efforts commenced in India in the I960's, 

through Family Welfare Centres,Family Service Centres, Family Life Centres 

Family Programs etc.These efforts have progressed steadily over the years 

both as organised efforts and program expansion,in the different parts of 

the country. 

The programs are basically Church related structures,sponsored and support 

ed by the dioceses with the assistance of funding agencies.Of the I20 

dioceses in India,74 have programs/projects related to family life.About 

I4 dioceses. and I Region have well organised and. comprehensive Family 

Services while others are essen~ially Natural Family Planning Programs. 

The two umbrella or~anisations under which the diocesan/regional unite 

function are The Department for the Family with its head office in 

Bangalore, and the Natural Family Planning Association of India with its 

main office in New Delhi.Th7'bepartment for the Family (of The Catholic 

Bishops Conference of India)has annually a meeting of Consul.tors ,where 

policies and d~rectives are formulated to the different disciplines 

of Family Life.The N.F.P.A.I. is directly related to implementation of 

N.F.P.programs in the dioceses. The current resords state that 120,000 

user couples are using N.F.P.:..primarily the Billings Ovulation :Method. 

TAMIL NADU - SOUTH INDIA: 

I would now like to focus on the State of Tamil Nadu,where the Family 

Development Centre established by the Regional Bishop's Council is the· 

only region that has an organised regional set up in the country.Located 

in Tiruchirapalli,the Centre promotes and co-ordinates the activities of 

the I3 dioceses in the state.Since its inception in I976, the centre 

has focussed on a five pronged approach in all its programmes. 

I. Family L.ife Education 
2. Preparation for Marri~ge. 
3.Natural Family Planning. A r,n,, ___ ,,.; __ 



.. , .. 
FAMILY LIFE BDUCATION: ~-~----------~----~--
The F.L.E.programmes foster an integrated education to Human sexuality 

&nd life , as aleq Marriage and _parent~ood. These programs are promoted 

through schooland college programs. 
! 

These programs focus on a more immediate preparation and deal with more 

proximate areas of marriage and family life. 

The Regional Centre has thus far organised and conducted: 

Three leadership programs for Directors responsible for diocesan programs. 
- Twelve Seminars for school/ college teachers 

- Ten programs for parents 
- Thirteen programs for Diocesan clergy 
- Eighteen school -college programs 

lour training programs for team couples for Marriage preparation. 
- Five programa for prospective couples. 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING; --------------------~--
The intensive program for N.F.P.Was launched ·in 1978 with the grant 
received from Misereor -West Germany. The.program has i8 full time staff 
who form the Diocesan support ·staff. The N.F.P.program (Billings Ovulation 
Method)has had a definite impact on Family life in the state.(as evaluated 
-The Impact of N.F.P.on the Family as a Unit.)As per our records there 
are 43,792 user couples of whom 40,5!6 are using the method for spacing 
or limiting pregnancy.3,276 are using the method for achieving pregnancy. 
Total number of informed choice pregnancy is II9 ,and no method related 
pregnancy. 

2448 couples have come of~ contraception and now using the O.M. success­
fully., and 2IOI couples who have had I - IO abortions are now using the 
O.M. successfully. 

The summative and impact evaluation ie in progress,and the results will 
be published in April If84. 

FAMILY COUNCif.LLING SERVICES: -~--~---------------------
This section of our programs has not been adequately developed for want 

I 
of trained and competent personnel. 
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Section to deal with abortion and related issues.The first march for life 
in India was organised on the 28th.Dec I979, marking the active functioning 
of this section. Affiliated to the World Federation of Doctors who respect 

Human Life ,the centre has over the last five years been active in . 
creating an awareness among the public at large on the reality of abortion 
and the 'value of Human life. 

The Pro;Life Association of Doctors (Tamil Nadu)was established on 28th. 
August,with I4 doctors as active members.The Association is organising 

itself to twiction more emphatically to enlist the membership of more 
medical personnel,and then to work on an organised level against abortion­
contraception programs, primarily among medical prof/essionals. 

OVER ALL ORGANISATION AND THRUST OF TEE T.N.F.D.C. ~----~--------------------------------------------: 
Wit~ I2 full time staff,the regional centre concentrates in promoting 
a PRO-LIFE and .PRO-FAMILY mentality in and through all its programs. 

A note worthy accomplishment of The T.N.F.D.C. was the First International 

Congress for the Family of Asia and Australia,that was held in Madras­
India· in Jan .I983,wher~325 participants from 28 countries participated. 
The Congress focussed on the various facets of Family Life,and creating 
an awareness about the various factors and realities that are destructive 
ot Family Life in today's world. 

!,,outcome of t~e Congress is the establishment of the Asian Family Services 
established in Madras-India,this section of the T.B.F.D.C,co-ordinates and 
disseminates information ,data and assists in services to those centres 
in Asia that request assistance. 

In and through its programmes ,the centre focusses on the essence and 
dignity of human life,and family lite ,firmly adhering to the teachu{& of 
the Church. 

Our hope, prayer and vision is to gather strength and momentum,and while we 
do so,to influence change in the anti-life mentality and programs .. in .. our 
country, and to influence in some way, the camps and campaigns '4."""favour 
al- abortion ·and sterilisation. 

Our Vision ts one ot a more -humanised world and society,~ soci~ty of 
justice and peace, of hope and love, and we strive to work at it through 
our motto "WE HAVE .PLACED OUR TROST IN LOVE." 

~--------------

t 

I 



PLAN - Protect k' te in All Nations, JJ.,s:.,_ 

second iourn;tional c;qn1crn1Jc:c, r~~..lfillJ:J.~Jm__ 

Report from t l,e JJ eleqat.lr:m from lrela :,u. 

You may have heard that Tr(~lun('. f)U.! >.J<·ct a constit 1.1t i ,,r.al nm1•q·JnH~nt prr,t1:r 1 inq 

unborn life from its earlies t. rnomenti: on s,» ,t.::m:,er 7th l c1 st. The 

amendment became part of our Constitution c1fter a l,,nc1 k H ' l fought pollt ic -'1 1 

campuiqn, wlwn at a pouul,,r rcfc reniium, th<.: Jri,c;h 1,, ,c ,pl<: votNl 6(:,,4','l; .i11 

favour of the measure in « 53, 6~ :,ol l t11rnout. 

Only five of the country'!; 1l •:·onnlinicncie!l rejectccl tl111 mr!u ,,ure :rn(l the □ e 

rejections were only m.ir9inal. On average url::>an area .: votPd ~31, · in 

favour ot the Amr.n<Jmenl· wncl t ur a l ar~as vote<l 7', 'l in f a·,our. 

vote in favour was 82.5~. 

The Ii i<Jhe ,; t 

The campaign was fought in a difficult situation where the G0vernment was 

opposed to the AmendmenL and the Prime Minister ,.,ent , n National television 

lwo days before polling day to ur .1P. the p <e o!:)le t'l •1ote against it., on 

tho most spurious grounr.□• The me(lia .:iln,ost Lo il m"n, canipai<)ned 1,c I Lv r, l.y 

aqainst the Amendment.. The Cath0 lic nishons, on llle other hand, u,;r~d tlie 

pulpits effectively on the s,.mcfoy of sep t en,b!'r 4th to urge lhe people to 

vote 'Yes'. 

In nll, the Referendum showed that two thirds o r the people re_iected 

the persuasions of the media, t 1rn r;overnment, t h<. Prime .~ i nister 11m, 

the deliberate confusion sown hv the powerful i'nti-amend,nent lobby. 

The victory must be a stimulus to t he defender .; 0f hi:i'lilional Villues as 

well as a necessary prolection to the unborn c½ilci. 1 ~ is i~ liqht o f 

all the contrived cnr.f usi o n, that 0ne must caut.inuc· l ; c··1a l11 a te the 

apparently hiqh •~•,·,' vote: t1 f n 

In the first pL.ice, " ' f'fr) . v .. ·,t_,.. ',-/')l I l ~1 not hav ,: Lc t- •i r :> : 1. Vt~(l t>y HIP 

majority who ~() vote,1 H,:J n vot0 fnr abortion. They ·· , uld have reg;it<lPd 

the fact tt,at nbortion WAS alH a<ly tvtally banne·d :.,y the civil J.a,-1 as 

aoeryunte. They woulJ not ha·,0 understood the ne<:e ·, 1·.r const~tution.:il 

basking to the LdW. Then they were confusecl by the ur ,pr•si t.ion who :, ai,; 

~onstantly that this amenoment would brin<J J.n 11borl:J0n rather Lhc1n kt•ep 

it out1 strangely at the same time, the opposition c: llimed th.it t:h"! 

Amen::lment was so tight that it would not allow operations for ectopic 

pregnancies and i~culd ban contraception, 1'he major influence compelling 

m11ny to vote 'No' however, would have been the opr,osition of the Prime 

Mlnist~r, Or, Garret Fitzgerald, his Attorney General and the Government 

to say nothing of the constant media campaign aqainst the Amendment. 

THE AMENDMENT ACHIEVED. 

The Amendment which has passed into the Irish Con£t.itutinn trkcs its 

place as Article 40, P~rt 3, Suh~ection 3, I will re1d what Article 

40 says about the 'born' and st, c,,,, how the new amendrvmt fit,; into the· 

guneral picture. 

Article 40 is headed l-'un,l;im,0 nt.al Rights anc'l Personill 11iqh,:s and rea<l cc 

as follows:-

-] .. 

•· 



J. All C':'iti1.onn sh,lll., il~ h1nn,1n j1':rs,1n°,, hP hr•lr1 , 1111.1] ),··-i)r,1 tt11 I""'· 

·rhis shall not b~ b-:ld t-n nw;in 1 !,;Jt the• ~ltc,t:€' sl.,ull n,it· in its enc1.ct.111rr11 

have due regurd to differences of c<1paci ty, phvs ical and mored, and of c;oci a 1 

function, 

2.10 Titles of nobility shall 11ot lJL· c:onferrecl by thL' St,, 

2.2° No title of nobility or c,f honour may b(' acc,Pf'tr-·' ,,,,, "·,· cit,,:.,,, f'XCcpt wit-I, 

the prior approval of the r;c,vernment. 

3.1° ·rhe Stat.e guarantees in its laws to respr:.ct-, anci, ,1s fur nr-; practicnhle, i,y 

i.ts Ja,,is to defen1 and vindicat0 the per,;nn,11 riri',t-:: c,r· ti,c, citizen, 

3,2° The State shall, in -:,articular, hy its la•1s nrotect ,,,, bct·t. it 1.1ay from unjust 

attack and, in the c.:isr> of inj•Jstice, -:lone, vindicate , hP life, person, ,;oo<l 

name, and property rights of every citizen. 

Next the ne1-, subsection crc<1t<'d !))' the .\men<lment reaJ,,:-

3,30 The State ac,knowle<lges the riqht to life of thP unhorn ""fl, with duP req~rd tr, 

Lhe equal right to life of thC' mother, guarantePs in ita laws to respect, ond, 

as far 11s practicaLlc:, ~,y it.,, l;:,ws to defend and vir,dlc,tl.c that right. 

You 11ill note that tho Amendment protect i nq unborn 1 i fe i ,; r·0,,ch<•rl in the> s.1me 

terms as Lhe clauses defending the born. The only ne·.-1 ,,ords in the 1\mendment are 

right to life of the unborn' i!l'd 'equ,,J dqht to li.fe of thP mother', 

of the words used occur e1sewhcre in the Constitution ;,1111 have heen so dcfin•,rl by 

Court decisions that they h;:,ve a c,o•·•erful 1.erpl hi,;tory bc,hinn them. 

Comments on the Amendment 1lordi11q. 

Basr,d on US precedents, the Amendment W<'.' had t,r,en c;,,ekin i •.·1as c,nuchr.,l in the form of, 

"The State acknowledgec; th.:: r ig0t to I He of the 11nb'>rn chi ·1 ·I from t.he mom,·n I: or 

fertilisation and quarantees to protect that riC1ht by itr; ;,.,.,, .. ". This is wh,.,t l·/ie 

had submitte<l. When the (,overnmf-'11t of nr. Chorles llaughc,•, wwel.led the r>r••~en\. 

Amendment on 2nd Novemhcr, :~1 ·.1~, w"' i.,,~r,. mildJy 0hnr--:kr:~a unt·.j l VJ(• Jonk.ed c1t, i.t more 

closely. 

T.nokinq at our /\mendrnent ftc,m tl,1· 1·oint ol view nf i'l ,,0r,·,,r, 1-•hn kuo·.,,,., tht> '•:ngll.sh 

language i!nd knows 11othing ,il;,.Jul· I.I,·, iric,h :onstitut-i<>n, u,,. word 'unborn' se<'ms 

to pose problems. Does it mc...,an proh~<~ t j on frcim I f~r till sa 1 1nn' t)t from somr:. such 

l'11defined point as 'viability•·, 

or is it thP 9ateway to ab,,rt.iun? 

Th<' 1mrde 'as f,Jr as prilctic11bl•J' ab10 !JP.t,m t-t, open esc.ipr? h,1tch("1. PPrt:apr. t l. 

,,iould nol be 'nrac ti cable' 11here t.he mother's 'hea 1th' ls threa tenetl er ln ca,ar,s 

of rape or incest etc.? 

In this context one has to msntion the fact that Ireland has two languages 

English and Irish or Gaelic, In cases of doubt in the interpretation of a law or 

e. clause in the Constitution, prcfer0nce '11USt be given to the Gc1elic version as 

that is the first national language. 

Now the Irish version of thic; T,rc.<:ndmr,nt is far more nrrci•;" and unambiquous than 

the English version and this is the version which will rulP in the event of any 

dispute. In Gaelic, 'right to Jif,, of the unborn' is rendared by 'ceart na mbeo 

gan breith chun a mbeath.;i' Nhich means literally 'the ri•Jht of all llvin<J before 

birth to their lives', 't'his get'>; ,,ver the lc!gal probL'm.; nf ni t<1nnt,ood or whethr,r 
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a iygote can roally be called a child. It ie widely helcl that a ju~icial 

inten,retation of the· word "unborn" could only see 1t. ne going back to fortili!iation. 

Similarly th11 words 'as far ae pru<.Ut.:,lblc' nrc m\1ch <;! rt.,, J"f in the Irish vcri;ion 

and have been rigidly defined by the Jc,diciary over il lonq ;oc·riod to mean <13 far as 

is hwnanly and reason;.bly ~oesible, l\'o State c11n qua ran tee to defend anyhody' s 

life abaolut.,ly, but has to limit ,iud1 a guarant.ee in ao1, . ., ,rny. 'I'hc limitat·ion 

may be due to riot 0r civil canmotion or something which is beyond the Stutes 

temporary or permanent ability to contr·oL 

try its utmost. 

'l'h!i t rloer; not mean t.ha t it. rr111s t r,ot 

After studying the wording which we were offered by the r,overnment, an~ after 

consulting with lawyers both inside and outside Ireland, including Profe.<Jsor 

Ch!\rles Rice from Notre Dame, tt,c Irl:sh ;-,ro life groups acceptN1 the /\inendment wit:l,out 

reservations, 

'l'hat. is the formulation which we havP had Jnserted 1nt0 "'lr r:o:istitution. 

I shall now speak briefly nn the Irish backqround v, th,, ,,r., 1 if<> ;,mendmC'11t 

campaign, our social hi9tory and the vicisBitudes of the campaign. T would like to 

atreoe at the outnat, that the suc~Pssful results achi~ved are not dus to human effort 

though many people worked har,1 ,encl f1elflessly. Many niist.:,keR w~re made, confltant:. 

infighting took place and there i~ no doubt that often our greatest problems were 

internal ones, Yet miraculously, we escaped the natural -::onsequences of our 

mistal,es and divisions and indeed they turned into strengths instead of di.szist 2r. 

That the campaign succeeded is eurely a gift of Divine Provi<lenc,~ for whir.h no 

in<lividual or group can claim credit. Obviously in s~;it:c of ourselves, ,;ad intended 

'.:hat we should have our l\mendment. 

BRIEF HISTORY OP THE ANTI-LIF'E MO\/EMENT IN IRELAND. ---·- ----- ----- . --
Whilst. in the last <lecade s~ of th" ninr-t:eentt, century ;,nd th,, first deroi'lcl• ,,; of the 

present century, the philo!:c>i:,l,y of p0r,11latio11 limitations took root, in Brit.:!in, 

Europe and the United Stat.es, rr.,lar, .1 \1..i s olmc£t unaffect.1"<1, Britain, in 

l<J'.<ii, was the first countr:; tr; 1H11'1 ise ccmtracPption. 'l'hr, F ,mi ly Pla1,ning 

/\1;1mci11tion was founded there .in L'l l•l and 1'he Ab0rtinn Lnw Hcform /\:,r,ocit1t:ion 1-1<1<; 

founded in 1936 to fight: for t!1<·. (NH•;, l of the ant.i-ahort.ion J111-1s • 

.leqaliE<C'c'I in Lenin's Rus.ii.a in t-1,r- nineteen twentier;; ar.0unr1 the, rrnw · ,.; . . ,, in the 

r;erman ;1._ ;'liar Republic abortion We1G L1irly widely nractin,cl, This w11r; t~,•· ·,eriod 

in Germ,sr·y when .Karl D1nc1ing an<'. Alf reel Hoch~ wrote 1.'he l<cl.nase or th,, De•;truction 

of Life lle:void of Value•. Thii; t,nnk has been called l 11e 1hi lo"opld,• ;s l basi.~ r.,f. l.he 

onti-life movement, Hi.t.l•..>r's Puthanaoia policies and t hL~ de,,tl, c-11.nps w,1re c]c,,~ cly 

connected with it at the t•uremberq trials. ll'hilst all th i.·; H.,:; happE.nin9 in 

llritain anc1 Europe, Ireland actu,,11.y went firmly J.n the 01l •>0!,it·<> <lin~cti .:m. 

The CriMinc1l Law Amendment Act 1·1a9 enacted in l. ~35 ,.,1,ich for.bad,, the importation 

and sale of contraceptives. r.lt,irature advocatinc, r:ontr,1cepti.nn h.,d a.lrn>.1dy been 

forbidden under the Censorship of Publication:; !\c-t of 1.9,n. This latter Act w~s 

~trictly enforceJ u~ tn about 1~67, ~s regards the ndvccacy of cont.rt1ception. 

Tt still forbids tbe advocncy of ,1bo1ti.on. Abc, rtion is f0rbidden by 'l'he Offenses 

Against The Person Act of 18Gl ,rnrl th ,· pr·ohibltion is i:ot,;l •1lll, nn excepti,,ns. 

'l'here are some weaknesseg in ti-ii s ,,c t· , how,~·:et, such ,:i,:; t·h, nc.rrl to prove int.(•nt. 

and the use of the word$ 1 unla .1 ,·u1 • c;i".:I 'unlzi:..,fu .: Jy' ,,ficn rrsl ,' r rirg tn L1kin11 clrur,s 

with the intent of causing a ,nfrr:-1,rri.1g,;·.· 
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tn o climate morl'! f.011our;ihlo \:ow,,r,l:· ,1h0rti,,11 c1ncl in U1·, nh:;•'11c,y nf ,u,·, rc,n:ctit11tJc,n,1l 

protoction for the unborn chllrl, the wor/1 'unlawful', •1hkh <:U(_l'JE'nt•; th;,t thE· e1ctic,n 

c11n sometimes he lawful, could OJX'n the door to abort.ion if c1,allcnrir-r1 in r:ourt. 

One of the qteatest cH ff iculti0s "i 'h th iri Tiet ii; th ,t H. Ju,,~ not rl~tille lll>N '.:ion. 

Thin would ha11e m11de it 11cry difficult t.o apply it t.o the n£'w"r early pce-imr,Jontut­

ion or post-implant.ntion abortion t,•chniqut's such u~J rH'n,;t·ri:,,1 cii,pir.1tion, I.U.D. 's 

or to prostaglandin pessaries. 

over the years, only 11ery isofated ,n::;tancC's nf illeq:.~ ;:l,0rliun w<'rt:! e11ident in 

!relan<l Ruch ae the Colem;n car;~ in tlw lnt0 fcrtie::i , ,-: t·i.•. Cadden c11se in tl111 mid 

fifties, T',ere is no evidenc;; of ill.,gal abortions being ~rformed t.here now, 

due, no doubt, to our proximity t.o Britai.n, Abortion did not (llaniic3t itself us 

e problem in Ireland until the British Abortion Tiet 1 •c1s passed in 1967, In 1%8, 

64 abortions were performed on residents of the Iri.sr Republic in abortion clinicr; 

in England and Wales. This nur,1ber e,.calated each vear until it reached 3,£03 

ahortions for the year 1981, the latest vear for which figures are Mv~ilahle. 

~-'he birthrate for 1981 was 72,355 a ri\te of 21.0 per 1noa ,:,opulation. 

The abortion rate for resident:; of the Republic in 1981 H,rr•.,sent.<; 4.97~ of t.-,_ 

bi.rthrate, It is small by European standards. Abortion runs at 20s nf the 

birthr1'te in Englancl, •~alos, France ancl l taly, considerably hiqiwr in '.;wcden und 

Denmark and often exceeds the birthrate behind the Iron Crrtcin, fly internlltional 

~tanclard1a the Irish abortion r,1tc is not hi•Jh and 1,ec-ms t,, l;n 1,,vr,llinq off, 

l'rom 19&11, howe11er, until the end of LlcptC'mber, l9tJ2, U-n~ oiflci,11 fic_pr(•G ,,tu,st 

tbat :l5, 218 women from the Irish Republic were abort.cd in I,~nglirnd ,,ncl Hales. 

Since the early se11enties, we knPw that 11arious f~mily planninq clinics had heen 

referring women 011erseas for abnrtior.s, This was done co11ertley anr1 they 1mula 

deny doinq so when challenged, Since 1980, however, there have been two abort.ion 

refcrr.11 agenciesopcratinq openly 111 Dut,lin. They pu,,llsh figure•; rr>1uJarJ.y on 

women whom t.hP.y h~vc counr;,cllP,l ;ind fnr 1~linm they hr,•1•· hnnkl'd 11hnrti,w:-; in ;;ri 1·.:1in, 

'J'hc, fli.rector of Public Prosecutions takes no actinn •,n o'ocnlion r•?ierrul, th,3t i· 

with persons or organisations in Ire.land ar.sisting n •·1c .. ,1an lo obt;1in ,1n abort.io11 

outaidP. the country. The PubJ.i c Pror;c-cutor Sil id t.h.it. a!:•nr r ion refrr ml b not 

illegal 11s a person is being advised to do s:imething 11hir:'l, +-houqh a crime i.n Irelan,l 

is imrf:ectly legal in the coun l ry wherr- it is t.:ik in,; !)lac,··. 

in 1901, in the course of a radio interview that he ahhorrud tho ~ractice and said 

tlwt ther<l is nothing to ntcn th•• lPqislnture from criniin;i!i,Jinq abortion referral. 

Such legislati11e action \/oUl(l n,:,t, nf course, stop abortioi~ referrol. \·/e are too 

close to Britain and the amount of sur11ei.llance which a c,l'f11ocuJtic q"'""rnmcnt could 

carry out in this 1ue.::i t:·. 11i.,rv 1;111il,·<I. F'rom t.hllt. point ,;; vi,,-, it i ,; in m1r tw,;t 

interest to se~· permissive nl,ortinn J.,1 1-,s removed from th,, .t:,1Lull' book in Britc,in. 

However, criminalising abortion referr11l would put it '1eyr:,n<l t-he rale of the 1,,,.,, 

and would ~)rcvent it. bein9 Cdtr i(:•c': oll L on an o~Jenl·1 orgar. i '.;, ·d 1Jai..is ati it i.~ nn, 1 

with th0 two referrnl centres i.n Dublin. 

Ireland's progress down the anti-1ife ro.1d has been rc,l::iti·1elv rilrid, i•'rori ,1 

nation wher:,! there Wd!~ nr.Jct:.il:..:1lly n,· contraception ;1.n•-J ·1 1 •,Jilt<!]1.1 no ,1onrtion 

fifteen years il(Jo, we have no"' come to the point whc~,· ,,.,,_ ;:_JV,; rreely .1vai; J'Jl•· 

contraccptiven even in our 'I'hiril l,PVC'l Colleges 1111d ,,,.. ;•r" ;il,r 1 rtin'1 hilhiL':, to tlw 

extent at le:ict of s.0% oJ: oui: l,ii:U,r .,t.e. 



Anothc,r 6% of our birthrnt.e is born <1ut.,~ idf! wedlock, ncerl·; dou'·,1u what it. we£ 

t.en years ago, over thcee tim,:,,, wh111 it. was twenty y(:>uc: ,·3,,. 

nt,ortion rate and the illegill.m .. ,:y r,.t·E' w•· find tt1<:I .jf! : ,,, ,,. ·1,',1·1 un;_•;rntr· , ! 

conceptions in 1981 increased f:rom l,157 in 1963. 

'l'he First Sta;1e of the Anti-Life nov,~ment, 

1 know that some here may quite ~ inc,:,,rely disagree wi .:h me, but for my own pi1r t, 

t reg11rd organiaed contraception cl!Unpoi<;n8 as the start or t:hP ant.i-l Uc movement. 

By this definition, the anti-life move;nrmt was formally born Jn Jr.,11,nd in 1~:.4 

when Dr. ,Joan Wilson of London who had ir,iqrated to Dublin ,_·,1s intrc,,lu<:'c>d h) 

Dr, James Loughran of Skerrie9 by II p:11.1rmar.euticZil saleamiln, Their common bond 

1·1as that they were the only two doctors he knew who pre&crib,,d the c:<,n>:.racE:ptive 

pill, The Pill was then openly r,n sale in Ireland e,s ,\ ,,,,-caJ.1t,d ',:,ycle re')ulat.o,' 

which function appeare to havC' l, .. en 1ui tr• mythical. ruwl.•.>", 1~, lson and Loughr.:.n 

mc;t, gathered other lik,· ::,piriL; aro.,nd thPm and J~unch<,d !.m, Irint. Family Planning 

As&ociation in 1969 wit:h qra ;·1>,: frnrn ·,'he> Internation:.l PJ.,;'ned ParenthooJ 

1-'ecieration. 

They took off slowly adjust.inq their 1,nned to the prevailino ".'l1i>1;11.e•. What. the •: 

1·:ere doinq war: clearly illegal alt.hough nobody would .:dm1 i: it. ·,'!, wmeral public 

uas confused and unaware ol: 11i1at 1-,as hop::,cning, 'rhe clerg·1 were still aftectec.J 

l,y tt'>e pout Vatican 2 confueion and only sporadic and rar•.: condemnations were mucle, 

In 1971., The Irish Family Planning Association persuaded Sen;,tor Mary Robin:son 

t.o inttcduCll a Private l-lel'llber's Bill into the Senate to 1£9..tlise the importation 

and sale of contraceptives. The samP year it backed Hrs. ,-lary McGe<• in the Hiqh 

Court Case against the Attorney Gc-n€r,il in an effort to l,rcak the 1>x1.11 in<J Im,. 

Mrs, McGee was a patient of Dr. ,1ames Loughran of Skerr i"'" wh ,, hi1d pre:,cr ihed 

the contrsceptivee for her, Dr. Louqhran is now a subscr i bcr m<?mb•!r cif th,, Dublin 

"'ell :10"1an Abortion Referral Centre, 

Ry 1972, The Irish Family Plannin'1 l\sc.ociation was fitti1 ,, , ··: T•',: and 1-111s tts,t. ting 

out the, hoary arr1ument that thev w,•r ~ not ,1bortif1ci<cnt:; r·, ,,,,d'.' ~new how th,:,'.· 

worked and anyhow life began ,1t i1n ;1l:i11tation not fertiJ i ': •.ric,•1. 'l'h,l t same y£'ar 1 

Mri:;. McGee's caoe lost :.:t: the, i.Jl<1h ,·,,urt bef<:.•re ~Ir • .lus•·i•·,, •\ 1<'11iv c1nrl went onto 

the Supreme Court, 1'111 this ti1nc tlte me,ll.a were prora0;in,iisinq for the Irish 

Family Planning "ssociation ul , v,,,.y »pportunity. 1.'he Cl-urch 'Jave few utterance :; 

on the subject whilst some clc•r i.r:,- w!!re at tacking Church doctrine in t.h is area wi tr> 

full meclia coverage • In 1973, 'Ir,,. ~icGee and her b<1r.kf r.s w,,r, at the Supreme C:ourt 

.:ind the laws forbidding contraceptives werP partially stru::k dn,-m as Unconstitutional. 

'!'he case was aw,,rded on the b,~sis ,,fa newly discovcu•d 'ri ,; \,t h, privacy in rnarrici')"' 1 

l'ti6e enough to embrace the uce of contraceptives in m;>r,· i i'l'JB, Co-inciclentaJ.l ·,1 , 

this newly d iscovered riC)ht 1·:hie, is n0where explicit in our Constituti::m had b-,;:,n 

jiscovered in the US Conntitution only a few years nrevt0u,ly onrt wbn later used 

t>~· it as F1 basis for permlttinq abm·Lion. Thi6 'righL of ·,,rin1cy' cli!3c:over·, in t:k• 

~-1cGee case hns been callc•a n '1'roj<'ln !;nr~e Hhich mtqht ~-H~l I i·r~ tFi~<1 tn u~·hPr in 

abortion if a challenqe> occur:·,,, , ;ind ~h<? clim;:,te of ,, ,i:i i 

to chanqe, 

In early 1974 1 following .:.iie Iti!;h 5uprer, ,e c,,..at. ,lr,ci,;i on , t<»' ,:oillitiori r.ovcarn:r,:nt 

decided to bring in a Bill l.c,q<1lir. i•,,1 and control 1. inq the, :aL· ,,1111 '"'JnuL:ict·ur,· 

of contracepti'les. 
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'J'hc Bill attempted to deal 1·•i ti, t·lw prrhl<·m r,f .,l)()rt i r ,, i• · ,t · ,,•ith<>"I ilTIY r](>J·ini ti•,, : 

o, 1·1hat they were. A sporita•,,:,ous <Jra•:sroots camrni1n .1:.1 ,· follqht aqainst l:he Bi.I 1. 

The Bill was defeated on a free conscir.nce vote in ,l11L : 1'17' with the Taoheach ·~-Mr. Cosgrave, 1.1 '-Hnister and a nomber of Government Dr,puti•):; opposinq Jt, 

Despite this setback, the contraceptive lobby strcnq th '.mer.1. No attempts werr• made 

to prosecutP. even when the law was clearly broken, L~<ll'lll,; the·, !'till could not sell, 

r,or advertise. It left contraceptives on the fr.in•Je of UlC' law. 'l'his was " LH,tl.:er 

si tuotion then the legislation which event ll.:llly fo llrn,c•rl, Finallv, in ,J,1ne 1977, 

a F'ianna Fail Government swcpt irito poi,er ·.dtti a ma~"'ive n, . . 1ori.ly. 

declare,! its intP.ntion to intrl'.'ducc a 1111.l ·,hich il did in 197B, after 

consultations with many intN,:,:its, includin·J four C:atl\c,J Jr; r.ishnns who w.,nt to t l, e 

tht?n Minister for Health, Mr, Ch,trl•"; llauqhey. Th , ,, ;shape; had prr1•:loui;ly m11d<' 

a public statement. It fr fair to ,,.,y that the Bi,;hops :;t:.temcnt, dPspite rn;,ny 

reservations and <1mbiguitios w, s ,.Ji ,;c>ly reud u!: a <Jr(,en Ji,, .1t to the• Covernmenl 

to l!•'l is late in th i R senii it i vr, ;11 , . 1. 

l.iy the Govcrnmen t. F.ventu;;,J.l ,. t 1,., 11'..'.ilH, J'amlly Pl,rnr,in·.1 /\ct wa:. p,i,;setl in ,luJy, 

1979, and became law on l::;t November, 1'180. 

Contraception is thus pasl history ur.d wus never ;:illu<led t,, in the course of the 

Campaign for a Pro Life Amendment. I am going over the ground here ;,t sue~ 

length as background inform<Jtion ancl because the~e arc clc,s0 parallels t>etween 

abortion and contraception campaigns. The same activistn surface<l in both 

campaigns, Also, there are the abortifaclents and the abortion referral in whi.ch 

the promoters of contraception have emaged. It is interesting to stt1<iv f101, t!1 ey 

swung the Irish media in behind them, sapped the public will by erosion and persuasion 

nn,l eventually Wt)n the! r way, 'rl,•·',' ,,nn t.wo h lqher nm1rt c·.uieH 1·,nth of •~11 I nh had 

implications for abortion. f..s il stone! in 1901 on tlie laum:h of th(> i\mcnclinent 

Campaign, the mojority of th.- .rrish pc<'pl<! ,,pposed i'\bortinn. That clid nnt 

mean that they could not be ;::ersu.:ided tn make exceptions for rape or alleqed Jife 

an<.! death situations if work.,d upon 1.-~th ,; •: : ficien •· vi9our. Oespitu lhe attitude 

cif the people, influential ser.tions of the rneclia w<=n, Dre;J.:irecl to promote 1:bortion. 

Groups like the Wellwoman Centre, The leonlilns Right to Che"'' ''' ,111,l rilrties of the 

extrr:-me !(lft were prepere<l to riJL;e the fl.J'~ ior illlrJitL')n. S0PlC pali ticiJn;, 

iu Pine Gael ancl Labour were "rep~red to consider 'ckcr ircir,·•.lising' ah,,rtion »r 

took !'"le attitude • I am ocrsonally oppo11ea lo a11or tio,• but thhk the 1m~,an ht,i: .:; 

riciht to have one if she ,.,entr; tc1 1 • There are ver.y Lr_,·, 1,ol1t.ician!; Hlin ,.-,r.•ul1 

talk like that. But all in all, we w0rc probably in the ~Jme position regardin') 

abortion in l'l81 as we had r-~ac,,ecl on contrac:€'ntion in ].• :'in o~ l'J7l, ,mle!S,: '•c· 

tried to changP. things, During the: course of. Mr. !l,1ug•1~, ••c, r-·aml.1,- P\ rmn,r,q Bill 

through the Dail, two organi,,;ationc; of which I wcis a memiH-·C, ·,n•c;,•nr,•d him w, t;1·, 

Counsel's Opinions showin') the glaring weakncs ~,e,; in h~s l' i 11 an,] i o" i.neff,~c.:tual 

it would be in relation tn abortifocients, earl.y abortion t ,chniqu.-3 and 

abortion referral. We arguec1 that if he was bringing in :1 1N1asur•:, which so many 

wc,uld [incJ a.,horrc,nt, l,e cnulc .i'. l,•,i: .1. ,:uq . .1r i.t by ,:trcn,;tl,. :·,i114 the low in thp,;c· 

areas. We lobbied many f)OliticL:rn,-. We rf-~c0ivcd rcspcct_J• 11 be arings, but, 

in lhc long run, the n,~; istanr.:c· t ,1 any s;tr,mr,thc.,ning of r; ,,.. l..iw w,,~; :1.irdlir.,· , 

Mr. Haughey was ask0d to ·111fin•: 'con<·, ·· ptlon' in hi•: A.i ll ,1 .. - 'f-'rtili,;at:ion'. 



.. 

Thio would have autc;imatically defined 'oontr~ception'., 'abortion• and 1ebortifacient', 

It would have clarified the banniftct of ebljrtif.acienta which .the Ac~.eurporttd to 

pan, 1:Nt in the ~ding actual!~· uaed could not effectively ban, It wa, ■pelt out 
f ' 

to the Mini■ter that this would also have afforded pr-otection against the 001"in9_ 

method• of abortion auoh a■ menstrual extrAction and proatagland1n1, 
'I 

After the Act beoame law, we had a meeting !fith the ■e.nior civil servant■ fe&poas~.~~• 

for iu i111Pl••11tation, .in Jan11ary 1981, . The civil servants told us that they had 
' ' . 

not illllltld any iioenae, for the importati~ of IUD'• but that thi1 ■ tat• ~f affair■ 
·, • • I 

migh~ IIC)t continue, The Act ~port~ tQ ban abortifaci~nts and a recent Iri■h 

Medio~t· Aaeooiat~on Report had indicated ~at the IUD acted after i111plantat~on;1 and 
I 

by our definition would have been abortlfacient. The ~m~nistrator, ~id not 

agree tbat thi1 wa~ ■o. Doc11lor1 differed on wl'Mther it ~a• abortifaoitnt or not 
,: 

det)41n~ing on whe~er they regarded fertilisatiofl or implantation a■ the beginning of 

life. The Ace was silent as to when life began, The adlnin~1trators thought. 

that where doubt existed, it waa impoa■ible to control the ·IUD or indeed any 
. I • 

abortifacient, We realised llhen that we were nearer to abortion than we illlllgined. 

By 1978, . there were ten 'family' plaMing .clinics throughout Ireland many of them 

connected to ~nternatiO'\Al Planned Parenthood. In 1978, the more sini ■ter Dublin 

Well \·111111utn C11nt:,:-e Willi •IIIJl1U1tiec'I in r➔tt,iso11 At.rttet t>'/ the M11ria lltppe11 P'QI.IJ1'11ttion 

of Lc:inllan. M•ri• Stopa• Hou•e was in turn controlled by Population s•rvices 

International who,ie leading li~hta were big time abortion _prOII\Oters Malcolm Potts 

and Peter .Hunt1ngford. It"• Menaging Director WAIi Anne ~nolly -- radical 

f•inia\, member, of Irillhwomen United and Student Activiat -- a girl whoH, P!lrent■ 
~ ~ . ' , ' . 

wer• goud reli9iou• peqple, Soon the :1el1 waaan wa1 d~ling publicly in abortion 

r,ferral and waa connected with another Abortion Referral Centre. It waa 

reposted in 1991° that w~en attached to the Iri■h ref~rral centre■ had aaled 

Upjohn, the US phar!Nlceutical fir11, to allow th9111 to tielt! test their new 

pro■taglandin 'do it yourself' abortion kita. Upjohn all99edly refuaed the offer. 

The w0111en were then raporte~ to be intere1ted in manatrual extraction and were to 

send aC111eone to the us to study the tec:hni'1Ue• The equipment had legiti11ate 

function• 9uch as endaftetrial biopsy as well ai , its purely abortive function. 

one would be rather fearful as to how our 1861 Act lfith i't:a lack of defirii'ucn 

on the beginning of life cou-ld d-?al with menstrual extraotion, One very pio lift 

lawyer_ attached to the ho Life Amendment Cupaign, who was approached, found the 

very nome of this tecllnique so distasteful that he refuallll to disouse it, lldllittint 

that he did not know what the technique was and furthar11C>Ce that he did not wish • 

anybody to tell him. Such delieacy may be Mlllirllble, but is of little auiatanc:e 

to the fr•illCJ of legialation to deal with modern abortion technl11111••• 

'1'llB IDBA OP A PRO t.~Fl!I .IMBIDCSN'.C TO 'fflB COIISTt'IO'l'1CN~ 

In early 1980, th• outlook saned rather diamal to the ~ncil of Social Concern, 

an organisation involved in the Contraception C11111paign. Mr, Haughey'• Bill was 

paNed without any effective aafec;fuarda a■ revatda early~abortion techniques and 

abortion referral, The abortiOl'l referral centres were now operatint publicly and 

the Media waa openi119 up the cuipftign for abortion, Later in the 1u111111er of •l9HO, 

the Womana Right To _Ch°"e Group launched a for111al abortion campaign, Thia group 

was affiliated to The International Cmnpaign for Abortion·, Contraception and 

Sterili1ation which waa in turn an offahoot of the National Abortion Campai9n in Britain, _,_ 



Tha women in ~he Womans Right to Choooe Croup were mainly cx-membero of a oP.funct 

militant feminist group Irishwomen United who had disbanded in 1977 dividing themselves 

between the Well Wanan Centre, The Rape Crisis Centre and The Contraception Act 

Programme. 

Barly in 1980, The Council of Social Concern discussed the idea of a Pro Life 

l\men~ant to the Cnn•titutinn which would protect unborn life frnm feft\liaot:ion, 

It discussed this for eome months,. obtained some legal advice and explored how such 

a campaign could be .·carried, It first approached the Knights of St, Columbanus to 

fr011t for th• operation and to federate other groups behind it, The Kniqht1 refused 

on th• alle«aad 9round1 that a Pro Life Nnendment ~uld probably end up placed aide 

by eida with a Referendum to remove the Conatitutional ban on divorce. It 1•as 

argued that the Pro Life Amendment would thus simply bring on divorce legislation. 

we could not sec the logic of this argument at all an4 it frankly struck us an excellent 
excuse for doing nothing. A divorce referendum was on the cards anyhow within the next 
number of yeais, If a divorce referendum were to come it would be better 1to have it 
n01,1 when it could be won rather than later, if it were tied up 
with the Pro Life Amendment at all which we did.'not fully accept. on the other 

hand, in three or four years time, it could well be impassible to obtain a Pro Life 

Amendment because abortion at that time would have becORle a live Political issue 

the way events were progressing. Around ,1uly 1980, the Council began sending out 

0ontact1 in other organisations about the Pro Lifo Amendment and preparltd I fnrmal 

circular letter, In September it contacted the Irish Catholic Doctors Guild which 

had 11lao t.een thinkil\9 about a Pro r.ih f\m11nt1aent. In ~h• onl1 nf SeptebM, after 

the PI.AN Conference in Dublin, many interested groups and individuals gnt together 

to discuss the Amendment and continued to meet over the follawing months, 

Following these aeetings, thirteen organisations were called to a meeting on 24th 

January, 1981, to diacuas a Pro Life Amendment to protect human life from fertilisation. 

There waa broad agreaent. Bach orqanieation nuied two delegates to the Council 

of the new body, The Pro Life M1endment Cll!lpaign H it was later to be known. At a 

' lfteet.lng two weeks later, an !JCecutl'flf C!'bllpriaed of one del1.-gate fr011 each eonatituent 

orpniHtion was aalect..S, Dr. JUll• vaucyhan, • gynaacolod11t who had recently 

~ interested in the 1110V.aent was elected aa Cltabpareon. 

ewer the previou• aix aontha, there had been a sudden burst of pro life activity 

in Ireland, In .July, 1980, The ~ociety -to Protect Unborn Children began t~ organisa 

very Mfeotiftlf in Ireland and \~id wonderful work• in the educational a~d palitical 
I 
I 

fie1'. Around the a11111e ,u. .. , LlFt:: began to found a baae in Ireland. It also show■ 

great prcaiH in the aduoatlOllal and ~im:i119 aspect■, In Noveaber, 1980, The Iriah 

Pro Lif• Novaant, baaed in Our i:.aay of t.ourdea Hoapital, Drogheda was launched. 

\'her• are raal'ly fll<!ets t~ the i,r111 ll fi, 1-«i tt .lr and no one orqanba tion can cover them 

all. A 1arge number of orgpisations can be effective providinq that they have same 

liai11011 and common policy to·m••t 1Njor Objeotlv••• There is room for everybody 

and no ti■e for ~endettaa between the dl!ferent organisations. 

Th• Pro Life Amendnlent Campai?~ wan fouftded a9ainet the background of this surge 

of intereat in pro life work. 'i'hf! ori~faal plan of campaign as enviaaqed by the 

foundeta was to organi•• a niasaive ~ture OMpaign nationwide in order to 

prnsuriae the politicians intn grintlng I referendlJIII on an amendment of their 

choice. The logistics and exoen~e of thi1 exarciae waa daunting, 
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fl long J.i1H of pat.rone dr.iwn from .ill wlll.r.S of Irish ur, w,1s prQror;ed tu l<'nd 

credibility to the nece.;rrnry rundraisinq effort. rn retrospect, the greilt nd·;,,ntc1qer:; 

of the si9nature campaign despite itq inherent di1ficultins was that it would hnve 

put us in immediate touch with the 'lrassrootn. 'l'o actu , l.ly fundr11ise and carry o,i t. 

the campaign we would have had to build up a tiqhtl·/ knit. .~ni wel.l funded organi'.:at.ion 

1·1hich is real polltiC"al niur;cle ,,ni.J t ur from t11e qra,H:il' <> ,1 "· 1'he siqnat:ure ,ump., i qn 

would al:JQ have b0en an educ a Lional cam!'.)a ign and one conducted en 0ur own t "1 ms 

at the doors of peoples house5, outside nf the ability or the mecli11 u, rlist.nrt. 

The Ca1np11iqn 11s it h1.1ppened w,ir- not corri~d out 1.n accor·lanr:r.· wit:l: this p • .1r1'i,·Ulur 

blueprint. 

The Pro Life Amendment Camp<1ir;r, ·.-,;,i; publicly launched ;1 r ,, µr'~,;,; confer enc, , in i:,u1,1 ir. 

on Arril 27th, 1981, ostensibly .1::s " siqnature campaign. /\ G"n<>rol El.ectior, wac: 

pending and the organisers dPcided t.-, approach the lead0cs of the three political 

p<1rtie.:; to see if they would grant a Rt>fer"!ndum on ;i Pro Life T,mendment without 

l~unching a signature campaign. The result was that Mr. Garrett Fitzgerald, th0 

Opposition Leader agreed to bring for•.,llrd an Amendment: i[ he tllrmed the next r;overnrnent. 

He al.so sta tea that the matter w,Js urqent and that ho wou J ·1 hi:i nr, forward a Private 

Memb<,rs Bill if the General Election were not called in ,1un0 1')81. Mr. Charles Haughey 

of Fianna Fail the then Prime ~1inister, also agreed to grnnt a Referendum. ~;o 

Commitment but 11 promise to give favourable consideration wils given by th'? Labour Falty. 

nix weeks lat.or, t.he ,TUM 1981 T::leotion ha,l taken plac.-•. ',he Primo Min leter wos now 

Dr. Garrett Fitzgerald who had formed a Coalition Government 1-Ji th Labour. 'l'he Prn 

Life Amendment did not appear in the Coalition's Manifesto which was 'ln ominous sign. 

'l'he Pro Life l\mendment Campaign 1·1rote to Dr. Fitzgerald in August 1981 and 

drew attention to this. Dr. Fitzgerald replied that the r:ovur nmen t was una lterabl 'f 

0pposed to abortion, was commi ttecl to the Pro Li. fc Amena!'lent c1n,J that the Attorney 

Gener11l wau studying a suitable ,mr<Hnq. 

On Sept.ember 27th, Dr. Fitzqerald launche<1 his so call,d <:unsr.it'utiunal cr .. wa,!e t., 

purge our Constitutior, nf ~ll PqNlly ~ectnrian aspects i nrl ur1i nq the ban on divorce 

with a view to eventu11l unity with Northern Ireland. As Northern Ireland had 

limited abortion, purportedly to sovr, the life of the mother, the outlook for thr.' 

Pro Life Amendment seemc<'l to be r0cr•,lin<1. 

ln October, l'l81, the. Dall opr-n"rl anrl wh€·n the l.P.gislnth·e proqramme for th,• vear 

Ha~ unv!!!iled, there was no mention nl' a Pro Life Amendment. 'l'his was ricked up 

hy Mr. Haughey as Learl!!!r or the Opposition who asked the 'l'aoiseach if he w,rn r,:;,neginr! 

on hi:; promise. Dr. fitv:wraL<" •;a: I that wt1en he had ,.,,,r,1 h;:,ck fn;m the /\ttornev 

1:~11 .. ,,,.1, he;, .,,,ul,1 d9(•l,10! ,,h.,lll ·'l ,,, I.Ilk" th,,,.,.,, Ur"' /11i,cs,t,l1n~111 ,,., ii "li!Pl'lflltt• 

rcfer,:,nclun, or take it in con'j11nctlo,i with oll his other •rc,nori,,d constitutlor11u 

changes. In December, th"' Prn !,i fe AmendmP.nt Campaign '1'1rl another mP.et inq with 

nr. Fitzgerald and he now tol·I t.h~.~rn th.:1t h0 ,-,f'.Juld meet t',::.1P in mi(l Februarv, 1 :;u·~, 

ilnd let them know if it coulci '.,,:• brou(Jht forwc1rd as a ,;r,n11ran° iss;ue. Tn .January 

h,, was aqain queried on his int(•ntions tnw,u,ls thn Am~,11,lr,r,n'~ hy Mr. l!augliey 

following two Dail Queslioni;. 'file Government thton lost the l:Judget Votf: in ,J31'llc1 ty 

1~!12 ancl went nut of office. 

-')-
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After the DiBsolution of the Dail in February 1902, the Pro Life Amendment Campaign 

again approached the Party Lea~ere and sake~ them if returned to pow~r would they 

move the Pro Life Amendment in J.982 as a separstP. issue. Mr. Haughey re~lierl that 

ha would. Garrett Pitsgerald ignored the question of raisin1 it as a aftparate 

iaaue and praaiaed that he would introduce it in the course of the next Dail, 

(thia meant within the next five yearal) 

The Election■ of February 1982 took place and the results were inconclusive. 

Mr. Haughey did eventually form the new Government, depending for a slim majority 

on the votes of a few Marxists, It looked like it would be very difficult for 

Mr. Haughey to honour his camnit:men~. However, h• did honour it on 2nc'I November 

1982, a few day■ before his Government lost a vote of confidence and collapaed, 

'l'he Amendment which Charles Haughey produced was the Amendment which has since 

been accepted ,by the Irish People at the Referendum on 7th September last, 

The Amendment was al1110st immediately accepted by the Pro Life Amendment campaign 

and all the pro life groups, It was also accepted by the Cat,1olic Bishops, 

Even the Protestant Bishops who had heretofore objected to the very idea of an 

Amctndment, did not find it too unacceptable, 

The Amendment wording had been launched on the very eve of the Elections, 

Garrett Fitsgerald who had been dragging his feet on his c011111itment to the 

All!encSaent, accepted it also and st21ted categorically in writing that if ho won 

the Elections he would accept th• Alllendaent and put it to the people before March 

3lat, 1983, He was full of praise for the wording, said that he had received legal 

advice on it and that it could not be improved upon. Many people had doubts about 

Garret Fitzgerald''• sincerity, but it was univeraally qreed that he would not be 

able to extricate himself from
1

a promise so solemnly given. 

In the electionsof November 19,21 it looked as if the pro life amendment was a 

winner whichever ~rty came to ~r. As it. happened, Dr, Garrett Pit1gerald won the 

Bleotion■ and foraed a Coalition dcw•riment with the Labour Party havir19 an overall 

111ajority of about 7 seats. To underetand what follOWII cne has to know a little 

bit more about certain peraonalities in Garrett Jit■9er•11•• Coalition ~vernaent, 

Garrett Fitzgerald himself i• totally dedicated to th• ae011lariaation of Ireland 

ano breaking the influence of the Catholic Church, all in the intere■t■ of eome 

sort of an eventual unification with Northern Ireland. The leading elite in the 

Labour Party shared these goals. Both partiea were dedicated to brir19 in divorae, 

liberalised contraception and all the gods of the secular pantheon. 'l'he Amendment 

whiah Garrett Fitzgerald had promi■_, ran totally counter to these goals. 

Garrett Fitzgerald i• an executive Member of the Trilateral Conaiaaion1 so also 

was his Minister of Health, Barry DelllllOl\dJ Mary Robinson, one of the foremost 

opi;,onenta of the Amendment was also a member, 

again it may not. 

This 11111y all be aoincidental, then 

In December, 1982, the new Government settled into office, In late January, the 

Amendment in its original wording was restored to the Order Paper and everything 

seemed set to have the Referendu~ before March 31st. If the ~mendment had gone 

to a Referendum at this sta91: with the blessings of the t110 major political parties, 

th!! result would have been 11 l unanJ icfo. •rhe anti-amendm~:,t lohhy 10tepped un its 

activity to a fever pitch. 
-J,0-
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'i'iicn the• re::olve of th<' l•'j t :•.g, 1 . ) td ud 111 ini:-: trnlinn 1 •P(Ji.1 n t, 1 ,•i:1vt·r .. V.Jt tcJli ~; mc:mh·· ( ·, 

0f lhe Fin<1 r.ael Pt,rly l,r-qr.Jn In 11) ·nl ·, di:H.19 re1~ ,..,it.h u~r· '1(·•n1]m1•nl. <.m l'chruur\' 1}th, 

the Attorney Gener«l spoke to the r,,~liament.ary P;irt.•. "" -' ''''.' t 1,.-,t u, .. r,mt>nd n,P.n t ,,,, ,; 

dangerous, could introduce abort:lon ?.nd v1ould endiln<'~r ront.1ac,-ntion, On February 15th, 

tile same /\ttorney General dcnouncen the wordin1 of the ;-.11 ,, 11,lmc,n t on na tion••id,~ T. V. 

The Director of Public l'ros.,cutinnt, made equally spurious ,-,•,j cction!l. The new~paper <; 

took up the etor 1 , To all intent~ and purro:;e, lt lookr><l as if thP. 11.mendment 

••1ording of November 1982 was cir.-:11', ancl burio.•i unu nob,)d'i ,,oulrl ha·,e confldPriCP i.r. it 

anymore. Garrett Fitzgerald :;a id thilt of c ,,ur,1•· the Gov 0 rnnient was :;tl 11 t: nultera!, ly 

opposed to abortion and i.n t<'lvour of d pro lif<i amc•nrlment.. 'l'hi,1 0'1" just hi, rmener. 

to be danqerous and unsuitable, but t. h e /\< : 1.orn, ·y r,,:,nc,ral would ·,1ork 0n a n•:11 

formulation frei> of all the dang c,s nf tlti~s ,inc. 

Jt oll sounded very plau s lhlP. 

on tlte l\mendmc:nt, secrE>t ,lcwum,,r1 <1t ion From lh" l\tt o rrc•; , ·,.,~1•:r:d 's nftlce hwl heP11 

leaked to the pro life movemc"'· 

Gt?neral's real reac.onB (or kno·•1.;_,_.,1 ,,,., 2r,'.,1 ndm0nt.. l''H·' ,.,,, \).;le w:,r, it was ton t:i.qht: 

for him. It would not al lm.< c.i'x, r1 inn <"or sud· 'lCOtlrl ,,; ;,i, rart• or tl,e he r,lt.il of th<' 

moi:her, would probably interfer ,, ,· i•h frJrm"' q( con tr.:;certinr, . .1nd woul•.1 nnt nllow 

abortion l.n ca:;es of severe fof't.al hanilicar. 'l'r.(> <locumentation showed that wh:;t 

they intended to rut. in place qf the l\.mendmcnt they we,re rejectin<J 1Jas an l\mP.ndm<>nt. 

,,imi.lilr to the Hatch Amendment •·t-ich 1-1oulcl give no const.itutionAl right to abortion 

but would leave the legislature free to lenislate a s they ~ishecl in that area. 

There is no doubt that this ib what hardened the resolve of the prn life side. 

'L'hey rPmain .. d adamantly faithful t'.l thP. ,,ld wortling. Hhen the l\ttorn1•y Gen.,,ral's 

alternatit1e wording was unveiled on '~arch 23rd it was uul v_· rs;:dly rciected by all 

the pro life <1roups an<l by th ,, ,:atholic ''li s hops. In sri t•.· cif t h ;,t the. Governm,0 11t 

doggedly stuck to its qu~u. 

During this time, the Pro !:..i.f, ,, .. ,,...n,101.-nt ,·«mr;iirm, throu ·,h ti •·· c,qen~:y of 

Mr£.. B~rncJd 1.?tte Bonar, Chait :,e r5on ,i f t_lie, fri.r;h BrancL ()I. ·~he, Hr:-;p"nsi.ble <;oci~t·:,, 

bun united eight deputies of rit :·CJP.r;ild's Fine Gael Part .- 1-1!,0 ,-,ould clP.fy the whi,., 

on consciencugrounde in order to vote in favour of the old ~nendment and vote d~,n 

the 11ew one. 'rhilt. wa!l '-1 sevc-rc· j11lt for Fitzqeraltl and cnuln hav,_, f.•Ut tit · 

c;ovctnmrmt out ol: office. !l111e.:,· the 0 i9h:: were a,,amant (the ';ovu-nin•'nt hnd 011ly 

" mc1iority of 7), their rlemanrls had to bP met. A formul :, 1-/.i~ devised w'i •: rE'• ".' th<· 

cl~ wording of the Amendment w~s to pass both houses wit!, th~ ~Jnc Gd r l P~rty 

;:ihstainin<J. 

J t 1-1<1s a most unique s i. tuutic,n. The Bill passed throU <Jh •;,1i J. and Sellat.e 1uai, ·,;t t! .c 

11.i.ll of th" Government ,1nd to tfic chagrin o f ri.tzqera1,1. rt · ~e, ,, c- d the Uai. l on 

~pril ~7th hy E7 votes tn 13. JI· cl0ared the Senate on .,.-.,., iCi t:11 \,•: 1~ vote ,. t_o r, 

an11 \/P.nt to the Presidl'nt for ~~ic 111,,1 1111•., 

Refer e ndum Date named, 

'l'hcrf" wa~: no\.: nr) r•. -u;on not to lad '\' t 111 

i'1o•~ it happened th,it it ,,.-;-s c•n :inti-,,,.,,,n,Jmfent Minist e r •·.'h• ·· \' '" I <•'.f,nnsiblr (c,i: 

settin~ the Referenth..111 l>.ltl' ,,nrl le ;.1! l\' th e re ,.,,.,s no set l i.,11, Li.mil in which h ,· 

•,10uld have to do it. The bi. zan ·, th"n h 'o~ nver. 
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·rwo separate High Court cases wore taken chall nn']lng thee nc ,)d for t he tuno,ulm.,nl 

i.nd ur9 inq that it be scrnppe'l. Pre,Hr,tably they hoth faih,,.t. Evr,ntui\lly, 

lnte in July, the Government nam f!cl thn 7th of <; eptemhcr 1,-; r, •r<>rendum Do }· • 

'l'hc Pro Life Amendment Campaign, at this i:;tnqe, had been taken over by a morr-

active 11roup within it, Ovn r niq ht· 0L·rianisation11l -,truc t ur.Jr-< werp Ret :.ip, 

volunt.eere flocked in and con,; litu~•nc:· orrianisalions 1:1•r c• nurtur"d a~d oonsolidate,1 . 

Money 1·1as raised with vi.gour, over El:-n,OO(') Jn atJout lU week>·, LJ.terature Wil S 

designed, printed and distributed tot.he constituencic>s , The once staid anct moribund 

organisation was pulsing with li..:E' and viq,1ur, fl l o t of interna 1 probl<,m~ tiact to 

t ,~, rl•Rc,lved to m<1k0 this met:11111,·,q,J,o,: l •, p0llciblc• .,ni:1 the ,cnid!L for th11t mu11 t· lurqLd.\' 

go to Senator Des ll11n11fin who jol.nNl thi> Ca mnaiqn at ,1 cn:cL,l time in '1ay, 1'18 3 . 

llUl' to hl11 ef((Jrt11 tho n1e,1n!I t,, r lqlit . in <:I f.!c!flrit ,:11mpu i.,p1 1, ,,,·ame r,,,,rniblr•, 

The Campa.i.gn was concentrated in a three week period prior t o ~eptember 7th, 

The literature and po3ters useJ, you have probably seen nn di ·;!"lay, They were 

the best for our situation. Literature ahowinq ;iborted h,1b ies do not go over 

well in Ireland, though we found such litc,rature ;ind · fl lms invaluable in stren<]theninCl 

the resolve of the committed. There was a different situation in Ire).and in so 

much as there was no abortion practiced there and the majority of people ohiecteu 

t.o abortion in principle. Ours was therefore much more of a soft sell than whDt 

could be applicable to England or to the us. 

The main points we had to emphasise was to vote 'YES' and that the 1\11\endment would 

not affect existing medical practice 0r contraception. The necessit•r for the AAIE' ndmenc 

waB another point we had to hammer. In all we had about 10,000 people working in 

the 41 electoral are~s over the campaign. Our literature ~,ent into every hou!le in 

the country and attempts were made tn. canvass every voter ue r ::;onally. In all w1. had 

quite a formidable political forc e a nd one which Ireland liacl never seen before. 

l'l,.my are now reluctant to rel.ur11 ,,.-,: ,:·. ivrl.y to th,dr TV f.ll'h.1 and it rem11ins to : e ne, .-,n 

,~hat intpact these people will J,;we o n fut,.11 e pr, ) itic-.11 li( I.' in Irelanrl, 

At this stage, I would li~e to thank NE'v, Fr,.Paul Marx, N1tional Right to Lite an~ 

the American Life Lobby for valu111,1e help received durinq t:1.-, Irish Pro Life llmendment 

l:11mpaiqn, 

'l'hi, week before the Referendum, an orinion poll esti,nate::l th :., t o f the !lamole 

interrogated who intended to vote, the Amendment wr,uld be c,nriecl hy 6'1~ of those 

votinq. The following Sun~ay, all the Catholic Bishops issued a pa s toral letter 

to be r e act at all '.~asses. '!'hill' nf the Archbish..-n of nublin, of ,-,hkb I have 

copie s htre, ie excellent and asks the ~eorle to vote 'Ye~•. '!'his ahould have 

pushed thu percentilge voting •v r,::;' ,,v ,•r 6 , ·.1, 

On t he f ollowinq Monday night, ho•. 1e ver, Dr. Garrett. Pilz<JPt-"1lc'I w,:,nt rn, n11tion11l 

TV and urqed the nation to vote 'l'TO' because tne Arne ndml,nt would kill women 11nd 

even bring in abortion, 'l'h~· actual r,ercentagc voting ''.11-;:3• w;,,; f.li, 45% or a 

slightly lower poll than pr,yll ,• t , •• I. The low poll was ; .. , :rt:, no doub t , c .,uned 1:· y 

a national transport strike t·:!s i.cl, would have affected the tl:L·nout of the workinq 

classes who did not have cars. 

-U-



.~c found on the campaign u,at. 1<'1rking cL1s~ ,Hf'.il>' , . i nvur i,:, l.J l y in f 0v,1nr 

of. the Amendment, whilst. l'IC<1lthy or middle ci.-1,·:,1 orr. ~s Len.ied to be opp<>•a<'d -

It is niqh imposniblc: to measure ju!lt whnl effect rei f. hr,-r the liif,hop:.i or 

Fitzgerald had on thE: vot.:,r,;, 1h<' win was comfort<'f ,1" Pnou')h, HowrvcL, 

we wo1.1ld not have carri~,~ it in 2 or J years time, 

THg FUTURE. 

\1c .:ire still cleaning u., 1 •)o:..;c <'n<lo nfter the Amelldment and have not y•'t 

thouqht seriously of future ,,ctivities. ~•he Pro Life Arnendment Camr,alqn 

was formally disbanded on September l'.ith. The Jnterncl stresses in the 

organisation made it unde~,i.ri.•ble to continue, Another organisatio~ will 

however have to be forme,l, pP•hans usin•1 the stru,::turcs and ci racs s roots 

orqanisations already built up, if nt qll oossible. 

l·'e still have many problems. Abortion referral is rife and op<'n. 

De:..;pi te the Amendment, the ,inti-amendment lobby is united and viqnrc,u!, <1nd 

will not gJ away but will ~ontinue to press on other sensitive arens, 

There is room for more c,1rinq orqani9::itions for unmarrL,cl mother:;. 

press1.1res for :iex education and for c'livorce which shoulrl be re~.i.st,Jd. 

There .,r,, 

•rhere are plans afoot to liberalise contraception even fl.lr ther. And, as the 

J\mendment vote shows, the attitudes of the media ar:? totally c,ut of tune 

witll popular opinion, but if. the media remain as they are, po•,ular orinion 

will eventually tak.e its lead from the med1a, There are many thinqs 

to do which must be don,•· . , ... . f..nt'Jw that if we ret i r" frt'Jl'1 the f:ight, t11,, 

aclvantage we have gained will bl" erc~ded and that whilst ,,,e chonse the 

battleground we have the ir:iriatlvc. 

'l'hank you for listeninCJ to r,, .. r,...r ~n lonq. 

-13-· 
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REPORT ON JAPAN, for P.L.A.N. 

Present population; 118,000,000. 

Abortion became legal in July, 1948. By interpreting the 
law loosely, abortion on request is usual. Official 
statistics indicate nearly 600,000 .abortions per year; the 
unofficial estimate is around .2,000,000 per year. 75-801 
of women married 20 years and more experienced at least 
one abortion. Most abortions ·are done by married women. 

Par~nts strongly oppose sex education in schools, so it 
is practically non-existent. 

F.o.r birth control, about 80% use condom, 81 IUD, 31 Pill, 
201 temperature and Ogino, perhaps with condom. Surveys 
indicate that up to 601 of mothers have tried using the 
thermometer for temperature method: 2,000,000 women's 
thermometers are sold per year, and good cheap electronic 
thennometers are now on the market. 

All surveys indicate that the vast majority of women do 
not like abortion, but accept it as an unhappy necessity. 

Japan is unique in havi~g an NFP Research Association 
among ita 9YJleOOlOCJists. Also an active . interest in NPP 
by tJM Japan wureing Association and Japan Midwife Asso­
ciation is gradually providing knowledge about NPP in 
medical circles. But there is no great market for its 
use, and ~ctual practic, is scattered and minimal. 

A drive to amend the ab~rtion law was made in 1983; a 
majo,rity of the Gowmment Party .agreed to vote for a 
change. However tbe media opposition was intense, and 
among women Oiet members a group formed to stop the move. 
The Party decided to postpone action, perhaps until 1985. 
In the meanti111e the Welfare Ministry is ·asking for an 
education campaign to achieve a national consensus. 

Adoption of .'illegitimate babies into families is very 
minimal in Japan~ there is prejudice against illegitimates, 
and the b:i.rth records are public. But if the abortion law 
is amended, •omething must be dona tQ care for ille9itimate 
babies. A group is studying the adoption situation and ~ 
pushing for changes. JFLA is associated with them. 

NFP teaching in parishes . and Catholic hospitals has not 
proven succesaful. However, if the N~P Research Association 
moves for wider adoption of NFP in Japan, especially 
through public health nurses and midwives and through the 
870 public health centera, the possibility that Japan will 
be the world pioneer in NFP is real. 

Fr. Anthony Zimmerman, SVD, STD 
ExecutiVI;! Director, JFLA 

._,-' ; .. 



THE FORGOTTEN LIVE BABIES THE FORGOTTEN LIVE BABIES ,. 

We need a positive global approach to all the problems of· life and family. With concrete prograas 
directed towards winnable objectives! 

l. Organisation to help women in difficulty 
2. Promotion of rights of mothers and babies. On all fronts! 
3, Promotion of Christian sex ethic, with positive vision of sex 
4. Bulletin for the coordination of all activities and spread information 
Not having heard all the conferences of this convention it maybe that someone (or more) has 

raised the questions offered in rqy short document on •Life and Family", With this reservation it 
seems to me that while lauding enthusiastically all the speakers who have described their inagnificent 
work, there is lacking a general overall view of the problems of Life and Family. Not sufficient 
e1111>h1sis is given to the need for a cru~ade for Social Justice, Exploitation and resultant poverty 
give the Neomalthusians their justification for their ca~aign to eliminate hU111anity. 

The religious authoritie~ mtst define the mission of the Church; is it to save souls for a 
vague future lite, while accepting the evils of this world? Or 1s it to build the reign of Christ in 
THIS WORLD? While awaiting the return of Christi 

The 10 C011111Andments seem a sufficient basis for the need of this clarification. The Our Father 
is unambiguous; "Thy will be done on earth as 1t is in Heaven.• 

The falR'lly is the basis of society. Even the Russians and Chinese were forced to understand this 
after their first atte~ts to eliminate the family, Society is COfllPOSed of families and we ;ust 
convince the public authorities that their first duty is to help families to fulfil their ll'tssion of 
generating and raising other human beings. HU1Ran beings are not anilllills. Nor coanercial articles 
disposable in the interests of profit! 

It seems to me that the real tragedy is that of the little babies permitted to be born. We 
should fight to create a better world for them. To reform this society that eliminates thea before 
birth and destroys the111 after birth! There is not only the 111enace of an atoaic war. There are the 
underestiaated ecological factors that 1111ke life in.,ossible. 

The more one deepens one's knowledge of th.e connected probleas the llllre one understands the 
wider background and causes of the war against life and family, The radical cause is the politico• 
economic system, based on the ueconomic man• and operated for profit. Death is 110re profitable than 
life. As Neomalthusians and ~multinationals find! 

The educational systelll, the major expression of that systetn, needs radical refora, on the basis 
of 2 sexes. It must be refonaed to prepare men and w0111en who will for6 future fUlilies, The Sex 
War has replaced the Class War, thanks to "Unisex•, produced by the educational system. We IIUSt 
insist on the "priesthood of motherhood". Women have become mechanical incubators for clerks and 
workers, With no preparation whatever for motherhood which requires a vast cultural preparation for 
its adequate fulfilment! 

In the ca~aigns against contraception. abortion; sterilization. we should subordinate the 
moral principies to a more efficacious psychological approach, insisting on the duiaging effects for 
women themaelves. It would be more effective. 

The Feminists are having second thoughts about their •victories•. An increasing probl• is the 
solitude of wonien who do not marry. 

Moreover, while the general emphasis seems to be on contraception and abortion, there seems to 
be little iq>ortance given to the other no less important problems, divorce, infanticide, sterility. 
suicide, euthanasia, prostitution, venereal diseases, homosexuality, lesbianism, transexuals, white 
slave traffic (thousands of women disappear every year), the animal cult (dogs). 

The specific battles (each of a very different nature) cannot be effectively fought without 
eliminating their causes, It is necessary to change the general strategy from one of direct confront· 
ation to one that is indirect, selecting winnable objectives. That is why I Insist on the priority 
of genera 1 and concrete programs for pr01110ti ng the r1 gM;s of 110thers and babies. Moreover, wi th this 
general and easily understandable objective it would be easier to coordinate all the specific 
ca~aigns of the various groups for a COl)IOOn end. 
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ICED Sigtion on 2EPN:f9'1 for the fl:gteotion of Life 

Ve the ulecatea repreeentiJ18 the Ken;ra Catbolio Ob.urah in thia Oonterenoe 
are .-.teful tor the organizers tor the imitation wbiah you BIIV9 1lo om- cxnmt17 
to OOM and ahaw our •~enoes and 0011111.1. tmenta 1n one of the moat abal.l~ na 
talk f aaiq .humard"7 in the late 20th Oent\UT• Is life aaared? Ia it a gt.ft ti. 
Ood? b e111oti v ot huaan life and tbe ~apeot 1 t deN1'9'9a &N so• of 
fundlllental. i ■waa of modern world debates. 

Kenya attained her in4-pandeoe on 12th December 1963. 'l'be new Oovvmnent 
embatked on a policv ot working together "Rarabee" whioh epuked ott the 
IIIWIU'OOllling of aaboola1 boapi talat Oburoh buildinp, cattle clips, oolleotion ot 
fund• tor apon110ring students tor· ~ studies abroa4, etc. Jlan_r people aot 
the opportum.tiea to receive sohool eduoatian wbioh l)Npancl tha fol' wbite 001111' 
job■• 'D:18 prod.uot■ of the school• md tbe ~• at the ..,._, nation at.,.• 
n.oak.-4. 1n the to•• to look tor job■• Lit• beoame acre 4ifflault aa tb.U'e nre 
no expeoted jobs and the able and atrong young men and woaen left 'b 1'Ul'al home■ 
to the old and the cliaabled. 

'lbe urlM&n life alao be,an to be more oompla: with all aorta ot 
sopdatioation and. luxury. 'l'he -»ins of diverm.tied. lite n,lea of toreisnera 
grew dee»- in tm live• of both the youth and the old. Bowver natietioa ahov 
a great nt11ber of abo:rtiona pertol!lllad fJVU'1daY /we-. · and DOntb. People began to 
wase •ar• with theiz- natural wtloalt, 4-apising all that tradi tiona had held 4-.-r 
fllom till• i•aonal. 

llluoati.on wbiab in the ,a■t tz-1141 t.ional. 8001•"7 enabled people to be more 
responsible Uld u•tul members ot the oomuni ty waa ... n as the acniroe ot unique 
aotiTitiea ha the · aooi•V• Children na;red in the aaboola tor a lcmaw till• ot 
the cla,y and Jees. Parents alao W9nt to wollk and IIOllle OIID8 home late. The Wo:t"ri 
oould be when both ere eaplo,ed and had no anoup tiae to gl.ve to "118 ; , 
youns on••· Jwai~ lif'• •du.oation wtli oh the traditional aoo:l. •v used to gl. ve at 
the per.1.od o'f initiation was lliasing both at aabool and Jaou. 'l'he youth began to 
l•am about ■e:i: and tmly ·:hiom written literature, fl.lms and sonaa and alao boa 
their tallow a&e groups. Pre-marital and married promisoui v beoame OOIIUllOn and 
the reeul. ts were havins ohildren outat.de maziri889. JlaDT young gi.1-la left sahool 
beoauee of pregnanay. The parents started oompla:lning. Some girl a resorted to 
illioit aboriions to. enable them oontinue with schooling. A• life beoame hard.er 
cwa to eooio-eoonomio changes in the oountr,-, employed and umnarried found it 
diffloul. t to hen a ohild or child.ran. The a1 tuation was met with an al tamative 
of Parail)' plarmina using 001111Don1 • known at'ti:fio:1al method.a. Abortion wbi.ah had a 
titterent oonmtation in the , ··m · Soaiet7 became a new tool to remoTe mnranted. 
PNsnanCV" ( to m.• a l:..o-t ..... 
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Familz PlanniM Assooiatiop of Ken.ya 
I 

A group of Kenyans 1DOetly pri vat0 doctors and nurses got togother ae far 
as 1956 and established a private orGanization called Family Planning 
Association of Kenya (FPAK). This organiz.ation was affiliated to the 
International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF). The aim of this organization 
was to promote artificial family planninc :particularly among urban upper and 
middle olaesee. The FPAK continued with its campaign of ertifioial family 
planning establishing clinics for family planning in various major towns of the 
country. 

It was in 197 4 when the Kenya Government introduced a 5 Year Maternal, 
Child Heal th, and. Family Planning programme with ftmde from the World Bank and 
other donor agenoies. J\y tbi s time the population growth rate of Kenya was 

estimated to be -y/.,. It was hoped that this rate would be reduced to something 
like 2.&% in 5 years time. However by tho time the programme was evaluated in 
1979 it wa1 found that the population (;I"o.rth rate had aotually gone upto nbout 
3.~. So it oould be said the Konyans wore not pa..!'tioularly impressed by 
various methods of artificial faJDily planning. A lot of pressure started to 
grow trom various quarters that the govornmant should liberalize tho law on 
abortion. However upto now the law has not beon legalized and it is for this 
that the Churoh feols very oonoernod that abortion must never be logalizod in 
Kenya. 

Bole of the Catholio Church in Ken,y;,:-

'lbe Church's role as mothor and teacher has played and is still oontinuine 
to do her best to initiate programnes to oduoato tho masses on the disni ty and 
sanctity of human life right from conception to death. 

As far baok as 1963 th0 Natural Family Planning was ooing taught in a 
number of parishes in Kenya. Howevor its toaohing was not ooordinatei but with 
the Humanno Vi tao coming out in 1968 tho Catholic Church fol t all tho moro 
oblised to oncournge the toaohing moro widoly of tho method ar¥i ohild spacing 
whioh was morally aocepfod. Tho 1970s saw mushrooming of small prograinmce at 
local lovol of Natural Family Planning. 

The Kenya Catholio Secretariat aouc,nt funding to establish a national 
Family Planning programme. The progr.:u:nme has boen operating under the Medical 
Department of Konya Catholic Secretariat for the laot three yoars. Thoro a1·0 

two full-time qualifiod staff who aro orgnnizing and ooordinating a eorioa of 
workshops on national, diocesan and comrmmi ty groups. The workshops aro goarod 
towards croating awareness on Natural Family Planning, fertility, and married 
life. They also train people who can toacl1 Natural Family Planning and holp 
clionts who ueo tho mothod to space birth. Tho duration of the workshops VarJ 
:f'rom weekends to three weeks according to tho group of the participants. 

Through the intensification of this programme tho world renowned promotors 
of Natural Family Planning ( O.M.) Dre. John and m. Billings have both viai ted 
Kenya tw:i ce and oonducted wol'kshops and given talks to various groups in tho 
oountry. Last yoar in April/Mey Sr. Dr. I.IcSweenoy from PLAN - Pro-Lifo 
Aeaooiation of Nigeria camo to Kor.ya.. Thoso who have undcrgono the training of 
Natural FaJ11ily Planning and accredi tod ns to.'.lohcrs in turn carry on with tho 
running of coursoe at grassroot level. '!'hoy visit clients and conduct ooursos 
to tho various womc· ~ups in the parishes. Tho Catholic hospi tale end 
hoalth aervioos· · · · "0 :i.nvolvod in tho dissemination of ideas on Natural 
~ - •• -- .... 
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In 1980 the Pro-Life Committee was started up in the Kenya Catholio 
Secretariat under the o:ff'ioe of the Secretary General. The Committee ia 00111pOeed 
of various key Catholic men and women. The aims of the Pro-Life Committee veres 

(1) Highlight the eaoredneas of life 

(2) Informing Catholics particularly and Kenyan oi tizena at large the 
values ot parenthood and try to create sound awareness that where 
the law of abortion is being legalized majoI· dioaeters have fol101red 
in torme of family life and roapect for individual liberty. 

The Keqya Episoopal Conference 

In July 1976 the late founder of the nation Kzee Jomo Kenyatta told the 
Bishops of Eastern Ai"rioa (.AMECEA) "Tho Church is the conscience of society and 
today a society needs a oonscienoe. Do not be afl'aid to speak. If we go wrong 
and you keep quiot, one da.,y you may anewor for our mistakes". Our Bishops 
issued a Pastoral Letter in 1979 about Family and Responsible Parenthood. Tho 
letter emphasised the Church's oonoern of family life. 'l'hey condemned. the uaa 
of abortion~ other forms of oontraooptivos. 

In Ausuet 1982 the Bishops alao launohod a book on Catholic Medical :mthios 
and Religious Care of the Siok. Thia yoar in August another Pastoral Letter on 

I 

l!Leotiona also oondoD11od abortion and 1q>poalcd to tho electorate to oonsidor 
whom to elect for the maintenance of our moral obligation to life. From thoir 
strong aentimonte e~esaed by our lelldors and tho support wo have to exeauto 
the prograame■ and oampoi~s on oommuni ty awaranoee. We a.re trying on a Church 
organization to mobilize our resources to nrtioulate the ooneoienoo of people in 
the dignity of human lite. 

In African traditional society, lifo in tho womb ie ao saorod that 
anybody who de.rod to interfere with it is oon siderod a ourae. There is no 
period in life a woman is more rcspooted than during pregnancy. It do:feats tho 
oonsoienoe of most of our old parents when they see tho present ganeration 
paying even oolossal sum of monoy to torminato pregnancies. 

While God is associated with many strange thirl8S in our aul ttro, there 
is no oomparieon to an Af'rioan in truo :prosonoc 0f God and Hie blessing in BivinB 
life. You will hear the whispers of old women and men whilo referring to a 
pregnant woman ( Ood has romembe:rod tho dauchtor o! so and so). 

We hope with God's blessing that moro efforts will bo goarod towards 
campaign for li fo in the spirit of our National motto ~aramboe, Nyayo11

• 

Submitted bys 

Bev. Fr. Maurioo Lwanga, Secretary CJoneral, 
lte?\fa Catholic Secretariat 
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WQRLDWIDE PRO-LIFE PRO-F/1.MILt CONFERENCE 
§ecgnd International 9onfereryce - ROME 

s2ptember 27 - 30 1 19~. 

N.F,P. Programme Development in Malta 

MaltA is a small island republic (area 9 miles by 

17 miles) in the middle of the mcditcrranean sea. 

It hos a populntion of nbout 320,000, who are pre­

dominantly catholic. The Islcmd has few natural 

resources, and its m~in industries Ar~ agriculture, 

tourism and light industries mainly t•xtiles. 

Family ties in Malta arc still quite strong, Although 

tho social life o~ the people 1s being increasingly 

influenced by the social chRnges brought about by 

tourism, industrinlisation ~nd the mass m~d1a. 

Malta hos hnd a serious population problem espocially 

since world war II when the· birth rate was very high 

nnd omployment opportunities very limited. EmigrR­

t1on was the mnin outlet to keep the population in 

balance. In the past twonty years however, the po­

pulotion growth has consistently dcclinud until it 

is now about 1.7% nlthough there nre some signs of 

increase lately. In spite of 0fforts to create em­

ployment opportunities there is not much chance of 

Malta sustaining n higher populntion, emigration has 
also become very dif':f'icul t. Family pl:,nning, t .hore­

tore I blends with the needs of the country. 

Tho Cann Movem€:nt was for mr.iny ye:1rs the: only r1gency 

in MeltA for the promotion ~nd te~ching of f3mily 

pl:-mning. 
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THE C/\NA MOVEMENT AND N.F.P. 

The Cana Movement wns founded in Maltn in 1956 by 

Fr. Charles G. Vella. It is A church org~nisation, 

whose principAl aiMs arc: 1) to educate young pcopl~ 

and engAgcd And m~rricd couples in the christian 

values of family life ~nd, 2) to offer pre-mRrringe 

and mnrri3ge counselling sc~vices. Since lts beginn­

ing, the Movemcmt hns given special import;"lnco to 

educotine Maltese couples in responsible pArcnthood. 

Guided by th~ tenching of the church it sought to 

sprcAd the t0~ching of the N~turnl Methods of Fnmily 

PlAnning. At first it taught the Rhythm Method Rnd 

later on the Tempcr~ture Method. In 1975 the Move­

ment introduced tho Billings Ovulation method in its 

NFP programme in conjunction with the tempernture 

method, hencE:: ndopting th<.: Sympto-thermic method. 

The intor~st generated by locturos on NFP made Cann 

Movement open NFP centres in v~rious districts, be­

sides th0 Flori~n~ Centre which was and has remained 

the ngtional centr~. To cnrry out this work the 

Cana Movcmeht has seven Cuntres in v~rious parts of thu 

island. The work c~rricd out in the vRrious CAna 

Centres ~lways went hnnd in hnnd with the pre-marri~ge 

courses nnd mc0tings for mnrricd couples which the 

Movement organised on a rQgulnr basis. During these 

courses nnrt meetings, NFP is introduced to the audience 

who aru given time for qu~stions and discussion. In 

the Centres pcrsunAl counselling about NFP is given 

to couples. 

Before the Cann Movement hnd trAined personnel, NFP 

wns taught by a tc~rn of medical doctors who offered 

their services withcut Rny remuneration. Since 1961 

the Cana Movement introduced the services of trained 

marriage counsellors who at the same time were 
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trained as family planning teachers. At present the 

Movement has . 16 marriage counsellors who also teach NFP. 

The Cana Movement hns kept in ~ircct cont~ct with the 
latest development in the field of natural methods ot 

family planning. NFP courses wer~ duly introduced both 
on B national lcvol end on a district and parochial 

basis. Each course consists ot six forthnightly sessions 
over B three month period wor~ both theory and practice 

ot tho natural metho1s are taught. During the course the 
part1c1pA nts nre cncour~gcd to moke their personal chArts 
which arc checked by the tutor who secs to the details 
ot chnrt1ng and chart 1nterpretat1on. The courses are 
held in small groups of about ten couples so U·.at each 

couple could have individual attention. Materials use 

in those · courses ore tilme, slides, charts, blackboards 
and books. All NFP methods Are taught and the course 

1a iree ot charse. 

It is estimoted that to-date 50,000 people have learned 
the natural m~thods from trained teachers by the Cana 
Novemont. 

The Cana Movom~nt has placed the issu~ of NFP it a 
context ot traditional Mad cultural values. so necessary 
~or th~ paycholog1cal and social wall-being ot the 
people in ft rapidly changing world, whcr~ old values 
must be adapted to changing conditions without losing 
cherished and vnluAble ol~ments. Cana is attiliatcd 
with IFFLP and WOOMB. 

The ·cana Movement doos not merely provide n family 

planning service. This is one nmong tho many services 
CMG ofters and is integrated into n complete wido­
rAnging programme which denls with vnrious aspects 
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of family life, including marriage guidance, marriage 

preparation, education for life, interpersonal rela­

tions as well as the spiritunl, moral, legol and 

sexual aspect of mRrriage. 

ABORTION 

Over tho past few yenrs, the c~n.'.1 Movemant in Malta 

has been offering its services throufh its priests, 

doctors and mnrrin se c 1">unsc: l lors tc a numbe:r of women 

- sinrlc m~.-l mrJrricd - who h<1vo cc,mv fccw~rd with :rn 

"unwanterl" pre enancy. In the opinhm of the CAnrci 

Movement the number of "unw1'ntcd" prep;nnncics is on 

the incrense. It is n fact thnt th0 mRjority of 

women with Bn "unwnntl:d" pregnancy will const.i.l t Vrlrious 

doctors and marriagE; cc,unscllors in the hope of'h~ving 

something done' tu hAV(; their prcGnancy tcrminate 1L 

The miscuncicvcd notion that ~bortion is synonymous 

with birth control nppenrs to bo fAininc ground in 

Malta. Our criminal lRw considers obortion 8S n 

"serious crime'' ond we hope thnt it will remain illegal. 

Faced with this problem the Con2. Movement strives a~ 

a positive educRtion of our people tu make them aw~re 

as to the imm0rali ty of nbortion nnd through its cc.,un­

scllors ~nd doctors gives practical help tv women 

with unwnntcd prep:nancies. 

It is honrtcning to sny that scv0ral of tho women with 

unwanted prcgn~ncics who nppro;:ich us for help c~rry 

on with th<.; ir pr0rrnnncy tc.0 term. Unm:-:1rricd mothc:rs 

either opt to bring up the bAby themselves, often in 

their parent's family, or plncc their baby in an in­

stitution, or have th£:ir baby referrerl. for acloptj_0n. 

In other cases once the pregnancy is confirmed the 

father of the chil~ marrier the cirl volontarily. 
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Unfortunately in not a :f\:w C!:!StJs the girl or her 
boy triond or both, are forced into mnrriage either 
to give the baby a legal status or olse to sateguard 
the girl's name. In these cases pressure is made to 
bear by the p3ronts on both sides, by priests, nnd 
even by some medical practioners. 

The programm of the Cann Movement concerning abortion 
is divided in two dimensions i.e. educational and~ 
med1~1. The activities in each case can be summerised 
ns follows: 

EDUCATIONAL 

1. YOUTHS: 

Courses in preparation tor lite Bnd sexuality in 
schools, youth clubs etc. Orientation. courses 
tor o~rly dnys ot courtship to couples who have 
started to go steady. 

2. ENGAGED COUPLES: 
Pre-marr1ar,e courses cf eight sessions by morried 
couples, doctors, lawyers ~nd priests Theses­
sion by the doctor is dedJ.cnted to "sex 1n marr­
iage". Tho priest speaks about morality in 
marr1a&c while an NFP teachor introduces the NPP 
methods to tho couples. 

3. MARRIED COUPLES: 
Seminars tor married couples, especially newly 
married. Intensive NFP courses. 

4. PARENTS: 
Courses tor parents on how tr:, give sex education 
and how to prepare their children tor lite. 



~ 

' .. 
5. PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS: 

Lectures to P!l'A membe:rs on sex education, NFP, And 

Abortion. The film "ABORTION - A WOMAN'S DECISION" 
is a great favourite with PTA members. 

6. CLERGY: 
Doctors, marriage c0unsollors and priests give lec­
tures to th&ology students on family life, NFP, etc. 

7. SCHOOL LEAVERS: 
These are given specinl attention by tho C~na Movement. 
Counsellors lecture to them on the immorality of 

abortion, slides ~re shown and the audience partici­
pates in discussions. The films "The First Days of 

Life" end "Abortion, a Woman's Decision" tlrc shown • 

. l3EMEDIAL 

The Cana Movement offeis pre-marriage -Snd marriage coun­

selling through 1ts doctors and cOUlflSellors. All scr­
v1oos are given free of charge. 

~:'~-ie services available arc the following: 

1. YOUTH COUNSELLING: for young people on their problems. 

Doctors and counsellors arc nvailable. 

2. PRE-MARRIAGE COUNSELLING: counselling on prc-mnrr iage 
problems, pre-marriage medicAl exam, sexual relation­
ships etc. 

3. MARRIAGE COUNSELLING: tho services nre; eivailnble 
to mArried couplos on problems o f birth control and 
unwantud prcgnanci~s. 

Furthermore the Cnna Movement pruvidcs a service for 
moral, psychologic3l, psychiatric and gynaecological 
cases. 
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FWfl?S 
The Cana Movement has no fi xed source of income and 

the services and courses are free of charge. The main 

source of income is through fund rAising activities. 

This makes it very difficult to attend internationol 

meetings. From time to time we receive some gr3nts 

for particulnr projects. Our mnterial resources Are 

very poor, mainly due to lack of fun1s, 3nd we very 

much need to have Dt 1':,;~st four new centres as nlso 

equipment for the centres And visu3l ~icts for use 

during the programme and other resource material. 

We also need to be capable to make use of professional 

personnel for research purposes. A great aid for us 

to help us in our outreach will be the distribution 

ot leaflet and posters which, however, we find very 
difficult to produce due to lack of funds. Sponsor­

ship for the Above will be very helpful but we have to 

find these from abroad ~s locnlly it is quite impossible 

to get. 

The Cana Movement serves everyone. ~egarrllcss of · onc's 

religion or political beliefs, ~nd 31~ kinds of people 

make use of its services, without nny distinction. 

N~vcrthelcss, in this catholic country, with~ catholic 

population of Rbout 95" of the inhabitnnts, it is 

natural that the Cann Movement should be of catholic 

origin. However, it re~pects people's consciences and 

the individunl's values and offers its services to 

everybody. 



APPENDICES 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

8. 

Mrs CARMEN SPITER!, born in Maltn 1934. Matriculated 
from the University of Malta 1953. Studied at the 
Mater Admirabilis Troining College for Women Teachers. 
Graduated teacher in the principles and practice of 
teaching in 1955. Qualifiorl as MAr~iage Counsellor at 
the CBna Movement in 1973 and subsequently N.F.P. 
teacher and lectur0r. In 1980 attended tho Second 
International I.F.F.L.P. Congruss in Dublin, Ireland. 
Has been very active As a lecturer in m~rriage prepara­
tion courses, NFP courses and counselling. 
Mrs Spiteri is the mother of two childr~n. 

Mrs MELITA BONNICI, born in Malta 1927. Graduated as 

a school toacher in 1947. Qualified as Marriag~ Counsel­
lor at the Cana Movem0nt in 1971 and subsequently NFP 
teacher and lecturer. 
Mrs Bonnici is the mQther of three children. 

THE CANA MOVEMENT 
1953: Father CHARLES VELLA, found~r of the Movement, 

started organ1s1n£ pro-marriage meetings and 
counselling couples with pre-marriAge or marringe . 
problems. 

1956: Officiol foundation of Cann Movement, started 
1ntroducin3 NFP during pre-marriage courses. 

1961: Opening of first Cana Centre for t9aching and 
counselling women on~/or couples in NFP. Other 
centres opened in 1963, 1965, 1966, 1970 and 
1977. 

1978: Startert training NFP teacher and organising 
NFP coursC:Js. 

• 
1983: Number of teachers: 2~ 3ince its founnation. 
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Translatfo~ from Spanish 

.. . :; 

. ' 

Report on Mexico's situation in re:1~\,n to the· defense of life 

i' . 
1
1,1, 

•! .' 
In Mexicc, the campaign against llfe is a permanent activity, 

I . • 
which has gradua~ly intensi;fied since the sensualist propa-

ganda tolerated by the Mexican government, which has damaged 

. ~,. ' . 
moral precepts. Al so because of th~.: •conomic problems o.ccasione 

by political +teps with greater ~.t•te • i!'◄~~rvention. 

In 1976, Mexico was on the road t~ an economic crisis, the 
I 

socialist leaning governmen~ of ,reside~t Luis Echeverria had 

decapita~ized the country and the coffers of _the Nation were 

empty, the curr-ncy underwent a 1001 de~alua~ion, something 

which had not happaned since 1952. We had to take recourse in 

the International Monetary Fund in order to b~ able to ob-

tai n economic resources. These were gotten by means of a letter 

of intention which, among the most important points, demanded 
. . 

tha t t he Mexican government implement a demognaphic campai9n so 

as to reduce population growth. ., 

. .:~11: . 
Thus, the regime began a massive co~traception campaign, 

in eve~y corner of the Nation. The National Council on Popula­

tion (CONAPO) was created, an organization under the responsi­

bi lity. _of the Secretariat of the Interior ,{Ministr_y of State) 

c harg~ with coordina ~ .ng the campaign. It created a pharmaceut 

- -. 



GENERAL.OBJEpTIVES:­

spee1t'1cally: 
- to educate people in responsible parenthood; 

help couples adc,pt NFP as a way of life; 

- · create a montnlity in fnvour of NFP; 

- teach couples, both married ond to be married 
tho NFP me thoc:!s . 
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In the following periods, the pro-life activity has been 

permanent and, until this time, attempts to remove the penalty 

from abortion have not prospered. We have managed to prevent 

the contraceptive campaigns from having the full impact the 

regime expected, due mainly to the influence which the Church 

still has on a majority catholic population. However, this 

campaign has h•d greater results in the low and high social 
' 

strata. 

On another point, th• policies put into practice by the . 
pro-socialist regime• led the country in 1982 to the most seri­

ous economic crisls in the histo~y of-Mexico, which forced it 
I 

to sign a
1
new letter of intention with the International Mone-

.-
tary Fund, in which there ·is a.ga.in insistenc.e on . the reduction 

of the population 9rowth rates from 2: 4 to 1. 0 .in the· yea,; 2000; 

in 6rder to fulfill this commitment and secure the political 

tendency ~f the present government, a "1983-1988 ~~pulation ' 

policies" program has been draw~ up under the administration 

of CONAPO, the main· puposes of which are the folloW·ing: 

l. To reduce population growth from 2.41 to 1~91 in 1 88 

and to 1.0, in the y~ar 2000 

2. "To redistribute the population in the national territory 

in accordance with the needs of economic development 

3. To establish social, economic an.d cultural ·supervision o 

# '! state · 



' 

al company responsible for producing contraceptives of all 

typea and of distributing them at low cost, giving them out 

free in the lowest social sectors, Propaedeutics courses 

were initiated, directed at physicians and for physicians 

o~ the government sector (Secretari~t of Health), pressuring 

'them to push forward birth control programs. Changes were in­

troduced in basic education books (free, jbligatory texts) 

concerning ,exual instruction and "disorientation", and steriliza 

tions were performed among the indigenous and -peasant population. 

At the ame time ; \the Popular Socia.list and CommuniJt par­

ti-..~ aided by the ,rq~~ocialist trends of the Institutiona~ 

Revolutionary_ Party (PRI ~ which ha■ 

since ttie revolution of 1910) .began 

. 
been maintained in ·powek 

a campaign to remove the 

penalty from a~ortton with a proposed law presented to Congress 

-
in 1977, which they call d "voluntary maternity" • 

. In 1977, the National Pro-Life Committee was founded in 

Mexico City, made up by 40 national organization■ with a civic 

and religious character, with -the support of th~ eclesiastical 

Catholic hierarchy. Thus, the Pro-Life campaign wa.s begun. This 

national activity .culminate~ with the 1st National Pro-Life 

March, managing to gather the necessary .elements in order to 

avoid the proposed law from prospering in this period. 



4. To recogni~e legally the right of society to control 

demographic processes 

5. To pronounce on ~bortion 

6. To direct a contraceptive campaign toward both men 

and women 

7. To incorporate the demographic criterion in the demo­

cratic planning process 

8. Ind~ction of social and demographic change through sec­

tora l and State programs 

9. To strengthen faaily planning pr~grams thfou9h communic 

~ion nd education 

10. 'l'o rationalise s~owth an4 distribution of the populatio 

ia accordance •1th it• own and with social needs, witho 

r 
forgetti~g t t constant chan9• is characteristic of 

hotl 

11. To go from the individual to the family as the unit of 

analysis. 

These •e~aures were partially announced in the Report from the 

Government given by .President De la . Madrid on September 1st, 1 

and ratified on the 9th day ,of the same month by CONAPO, in th 

Secretariat of the Interior. 

Some daya· before, a draft of an aaen4ment proposal to the 

Criminal Code was presented, in which the present regime propo , . 
removing the penalty from abortion in four situationss 

.... 
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a) Economic reasons 

b) Eugenic reasons 

c) Rape 

d) The wish of the couple in the first 60 days of gestation 

To this effect, we must point out that for the first time 

this proposal comes f~om an organ of the federal government 

(The General Att~rney's Office) which, because of the character­

istics of the Me~ican political system, where the expression of 

the President's wish is always accepted by C9ngress, means the 

I 

greatest danger which we have confronted; for those of us in favor 

of life, since the present government has demonstrated an immov-. . -
a~le determination in the application of its policies, . where the 

demands of the p4pulation, are considered in second place, since 
~ 

first comes the salvation of the present political system and 

afterwards, that of tne nation. 

The government has copious resources, whether for the control 

which it has over the communication ~edia, because of the expan-
. . 

sion of the health systems un~er the control of the stat~ (90, 

of total services), and almost completely over the educational 

. system (95, is in its hands), or whether because it is the largest 

employer both in the bureaucratic apparatus and in industry, 

where it has 70\ of the national structure. All this has resulted 
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in th11 severe economic crisis we are· undergoing. In spite of 

this, the National Pro-life Committee, with the scarce economic 

resources at its dispo~al, but with the for~e of the high val­

ues the people of Mexic~ still have~ has the support of the 

most conscientious sectors of the population, and has increased 

its activities in favor of life, of the rights of those already 

conceived, and of those already born • 

. ' 

The following actions are being carried out at this moment: 

a) Denounce.jea~, in the communication media, of the popula-

~ion policies • 

b) A Rosary ,Caapaign, with the distribution of one aillion 

rosaries 

C) er.-nization of .regional marches 

d) 4t~ Nati,.al Pro-Life March on December 3, 1983 
I 

e) Distribution of a pro-life audiovi~ual program 

f) Installation of Pro-life Centers in the main cities Of 

the Republic, for training of .lif~ promoters 

g) Posters and f~y~r• which aake the population sensitive 

- ' to the problem, in· a aiaple way 

· h) The attempt ~Q have more social organizations partici­

pate in favor of life 

The answer which the National Pro-Life Committee has given, I 
I 

d 

.,• 
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as wall as the statements of the ecclesiastical hierarchy, have 

to date resulted in: 

- A fuller discussion on th removing of the penalty for 

abortion, which has led to official review of the proposals 

concerning the Criminal . Code 

- Th~ government has begun to declare that it intends to 

respect the rights of the pe~son 

- Due to the Pro-Life activ~ty, the President of the Repub-

' 
lie has ~-k~d for a _~opular opinion 

I 
As can be o►aerved, ti'• sftua:t·ion i'n Mexi~o with reference 

I • 

to the respect tbr life . an~ the rights of individuals is diffi-

-
cult and sometimes worryin9. But all is no~ lost, thanks to the 

I I 
protection of our 1 Mother, Santa Mar!a de Guadaiupe, in whom we 

find the necessary force and the example, and we are sure of 

the ultinrate triumph of Life, because, · joined in sisterhood with 

P.L.A.N., we believe that "God is Life and Life is Love". 

Mexico, Fed. Dist., Septembe~ 15, 1983 

Sincerely, 

AL PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE 

Concepcion Orgega, Secretary 
, Copies of press ~uttings are enclosed 

• 
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FolktbtvtgtlHII 

FOR LIVSRETT og MENNESKEVERO 
I 

Postboks 5285 M1Jorstu1 
OSLO ;s 

R E P O R T 

• 
"The People's Movement for the Right tu life and Human Dignity" 

has taken over the work of the former Anti-Abortion Movement of 

Norway, based on voluntary support by its some 12000 members. 

As tho Free Abortion Law was passed in 1978, the need to fight 

for our basic ideas on a broader basis became pressing and we hope 

to be able to influence people's opinion on these most important 

topics:. 

That Man is cre&ted in God's image, and that we find in the 

Bible the moral guidelines for a good life, -

~ To protect respect for human dignity from coneeption till 

natural death, -

To work s tea~faetl y for leg a_~ protection of 1 i fe, .... 

To work perticularily for the protection af unborn l!fe, -

To try to prevent abor\us pr•vocatu~ by creating an awareness 
I 

of the Christian ldea of famlly life and procreation, giving 
procticel help as well as sooial to pregnant women in difficult 

situations, and as far as possible in cooperation with any 

organization with similar intensions. 

In our effort to get in touch wlth the everyday boy and girl, 

man and woman, our material is beeing presented at ' schools, youth-. . 
organizations, popular magazines, etc., hoping our ideas this way 

will become common and finally self-evident on a political level 

as well. 
' 

We are pleased to . observe that so far we have been given support 

by all churches and Christian institutions in our country and look 

forward to find ourselves included in a world-wide motion for this 

cause. 

Bodil B0 Oftestad , 
,· J t/-rl-< / (it,1 10 ~.,,/, ~{ 

Mahager J 

... ; .. ; .. :•· 
•' 

.. 

' I· 

•• 



1lliPOU'1' i•'UOM AL'f~UNA'fIVJ!!S ·ro AUOU'flON 01•' NO!WAY 

In 1978 the tree abortion law was passed in Norway. Today there are 
about ·14 500 abortions per year in Norway. There has not been an increase 
in abortions since we got the law, but what has increased is the number 
of women using the IUD. 
The office of Alternatives to 'Abortions in Norway is situated in Oslo. 
'fhere are tour employees nnd about thirty volunteers. 
Our funding is based on ·official support which is not nearly enough to 
meet our needs, so we also receive donations from private parties. 
'fil now, we have been in contnct with about 1 000 women. About 50% of 
these women, after talking to us, have decided to have their babies. 
\le try to help the women in many ways. 
\·le discuss their problems, give them advise as to what official support 
is available to them and tell them what they can claim from the baby's 
father. tie have also been ab.J,e to help them in fi ding a place to live. 

I 

We have contact with familtea were tbf woman get support and learn to 
solve prac-ti~al problems.. ~ddition to this, we give pregnancy courses 
to preHir the woman tor the birt~ of her child. 
After t delivery we visit mother•~ child - some in the clinics and 
some in their homes. We offer her the opportunity to join groups for 
mothers and children. One day a w•ek e arrange "open house" in our office. 
The mothers and cbildre I are invited,1 and our volunteers will look after 
the children while the UK>thers are~ shopping etc. 
About every other 111eek throughout the pregnancy, the woman comes to out 
office for counseling. We discuss how it is to be a woman, why she acted 
os she did, her relationship to the baby's father etc. We find that there 
is u great need to discuss how to be a woman. Women are suffering, and we 
havedto give them a new faith - a new way of thinking. 
I fin it frightening that the sosiety of Norway is geting more and more 
"cold." '!'he closeness between people are no longer there, and the pregnant 
woman find herself in a very lonely situatinD. 
\ie, in the office, also feel that most people ore against us. Sometimes 
it makes us depressed, but on the other hand we beleive in our work which 
we find extremely important. 
\v'e are very happy to find ourselves included in a world-wide motion for 
this cause - to save lives, give back the respect of human beeing, and 
to take care of mother, father and child. 

~2 ·11~ .tf~'!.I?~ . .;,~ ,1 ~83 
e 4-': 0 

H~ 



S... intozmation on abortion in Sc~tland 
A~:rtionam"'ncitltiecl to .the aiiefMedioal Ot£1oer ot the Bcotti•h Home and 
Health l>epartMnt u bffing been perfo1"Md Wider the prciv1•1ona ot the Abottion 
Act ot l!l6'7, lihicb appl.iH tr Scotland •• wll u te England, (Prior tn 1967 
the le1al poaition wu am'tiaient~ _oba!NN tor virtual abortion on dealllld to be 
praotiHd 1n A'berdHn uncballen-:,Pd; . where• 1n lngland Acta ot 1861 and 1929 
restricted the practi.ot ot abortion, and 1n principle •till dn,) 

Th• t,ffioial tiCV" tor abortion■ in Sootland appear 1n an annual Governant 
publioati~n •soottiab Health Statistics• compiled by the In!ormation Servioea 
Div1•1on ot the Coat1n Services Agency- tor the Sonttiah Health Service, The 
moat :-cent vol\11111 11 tor 198l~~rpt11 Rate per 1000 women(apd 15:44) 

!l!..C!..~!_i!9£t.i.a!! 1970 19751979 1980 1981 1970 1975 1979 1980 1981 

1HS Bo•pit&l 
Approved pl&OH 

lt(&e of Women1All -Under 16 

16 - 19 
20-24 

25 - 29 
30 - '4 
35 - 39 
40 - 44 
45 and o·Yer 
Not •tated 
Marital State 

5177 7172 7592 7722 8779 

77 155 192 183 196 

5254 7327 7784 7905 8975 
117 212 176 236 202 
815 1809 1960 2130 2466 

1231 1695 io39 2193 2485 
883 1303 1263 1256 1476 
918 
823 
381 
29 
57 

961 1119 1013 1184 
923 806 714 791 
392 379 32 6 344 

32 42 37 27 

7,0 
0,2 

7 .1 

0.2 
7 .1 

0.2 

7.3 

8.1 
0.2 
8,3 

~~ ~looo ~ .... ;..... e.,l~I/,~ 

5,3 11.0 11,3 12,0 13,7 
6.1 9.3 10,4 10.9 12,4 
5,4 7,1 7,1 7.1 8,5 
6.1 6,3 6,4 5.6 6,5 
5.6 
2,4 

6,1 
2,6 

5,3 
2.5 

4.7 
2.2 

5,1 
2,2 

M&rrie<t 2702 3087 2966 

3845 
964 

9 

~o-4:P.,.s.- fO(')\) \.I,~ ( IS- l/'f) 

2752 2997 4.1 4,6 4. 6 4,3 4, 6 
4211 4877 5,9 9,8 10.1 10,7 12,4 

923 1096 I 

Single 1980 3325 
Wid•wd ,divorced,aep 569 913 
N~t known -arat•d 3 2 11 5 
~~ tor aborion 
Riak I to lite ot 

woman 115 41 28 I 2& 23 2,2 0,6 0,4 0,4 0,3 
Riek to plvaical or 
mental health nt wo,4700 

I , 

6835 1341 I 1581 8~1 e9.5 93.3 94,4 95.9 96.3 
Riek tn pny•ical or 
Mntal heal th ot 
exitting children '41 335 177 145 166 6.5 4,6 2,3 1,8 1,8 
Risk of abnormality 
to tnetua 87 115 231 147 145 1,7 1,6 3,0 1,9 1,6 
In emerpney - riak 
tn lite ot wnman 3 
Riak tn phy or mental 
heal th of wanan 2 
Not stated 6 

0 

, l 

0 

0 

1 
0 

1 

3 
0 

0 0.1 

0 

0 0.1 
CUmulative Percentap f!.~iod of Giatation 

Under 10 vaeka 

10 - 13 week• 

14 - 17 wake 

1498 2748 ,282 3''6 3858 28.5 •37,5 42,2 42,2 43,0 
2839 3470 3454 ,529· 4110 74.0 84,9 86,5 86,8 88,8 

961 645 804 785 790 92,3 96,4 96.9 96.8 97.6 
18 • 19 -week• 
20-24 week• 
25 and ever 
N1.,t atated 

198 170 154 154 
98 89 84 98 
4 5 2 4 

106 0 4 

126 96,0 98,7 98,8 98,7 99.0 

85 97.9 99.9 99.9 99,9 99.9 
6 98,0 100.0 99.9 100.0 100.0 



•,~~l.. p_~and - l;On1iH!U~C1.:.. 
'• .t'8rceni;ae 

Abortions by parltJ 1970 
(i.e. ~¥ijifia,~e~leted 

1'75 1979 1980 1981 1970 1975 1979 1980 1981 

0 1870 3153 3780 4104 ·4706 35.6 43.0 48.6 51.9 52.4 
1 476 952 1102 1136 1349 9.1 13.0 14.2 14.4 15.0 
2. 806 1425 l.512 1505 1646 15.3 19.4 19.4 19.0 18.3 

. 3,. 857 1015 869 732 846 16.3 13.9 11.2 9.3 9.4 
4. 616 452 330 266 295 11.7 6.2 4.2 3.4 3.3 
5 and ever 624 319 · 188 159 131 11.9 4.4 2.4 2.0 1.5 
Not stated 5 11 3 3 2 0.1 0.2 

Estimated Home PeEulation at ~0th June each year - thousands_ 

All Agee M+F 1960 i965 1no 1975 1979 1980 1981 

M + F 5177. 7 5209.9 5213.7 5206.2 5167.0 5153.3 5149.5 
M 2481.7 2501.2 2506.y 2503.9 2409.5 2480. 3 2484.8 
F 2696.Q 27C8. 7 2707 .o 2702. 3 2677. 5 2673.0 2664. 7E~~M'1 

Selected Vi t11-L~tats 
Total births: No. 103544 102495 88569 68708 68841 69355 69490 602063 

Rate 1 20.0 19.7 17 .o 13.2 13.3 13.5 13.5 12.9 
Rate 2 98.9 98.6 88.0 66.8 64.4 64.2 64.2 62.0 

Livebirths. No. 101292 100660 87335 67943 68366 68892 69054 598126 
Rate 1 19.6 19.:, 16.0 13.1 1:,. 2 1,.4 13.4 12.8 

Still births No. 2252 1835 112'4 765 475 463 436 3937 
Rate 3 211T J,.7.9 13.9 11.1 6.9 6.7 6. 3 6.5 

Illegitimate No. 4554 6009 68~p 6417 7032 7'560 8531 77560 
Deaths (all ages) Ko. f1764 62868 6,640 63125 65747 63299 63828 541297 
Crude death rate per 
1000 populatioa 11.9 12.1 12.2 12.1 12.7 12.3 12.4 11.6 

Notes; Rate 1 = per lfoO home population. Rate 2 = per 1000 femeles aged 15-44 
Rate 3 = per 1000 otal births including still births. 
English figures are previraional. 

1960 1965 1970 1975 1979 . 1981l> 1981 
Total women of child-
beering • (15-44) 
(thousands) 

1c47.4 1039.2 1006. 3 1028.1 1069. 3 1080.6 1003.1 

~lY Planniga 011!!1£ §_e~!C!.!!. 1975 19'9 1980 1981 
Puople attending - M -+ F 127792 137319 141480 136828 

F 126562 1339<x; 137947 1:,:,701 

Women registered vi th e G. P. for 
contraceptive services - ordinaryl70477 214 01 208168 212739 

- IUD fittia 919 7664 9059 8847 
Estimated no. of women receiving 
the pill on prescription 219000 203000 191000 200000 
Sexuallz Trans!ia!tted Di~£aee~ 

1960 
- New CaseS_J:'61!£rted at treatment~ 
1965 1970 1975 1979 1~80 1 

O!t 

All diseases - M + F 6952 8149 13073 16397 18301 18520 190.07 
M 5064 5674 8822 10642 11853 11850 12391 
F . 1688 2475 4251 5755 6448 6670 6616 

bo'le •eerpts from 'Scottish H~al th Stats' supplied by Rev. James Morrow, 
St Andrew's I Btdmar, Aberdeenshire, S )tland, Al33 5YB. 
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~1ncf' -:.11 .. j_"1o1 l'!' fl'fl'" a nort10,. paeAAr1 1574 there has bP.-.r, ~C-3'.),000 abortionn 

r,('~· yeiJ: ~: . th;.i cn1.1n-:r~. J• ' 1 o'oout. YJ' of tl",t- uorr. cbildrer,. /~rounc:i 19fl~' w;.1r; 

;. ~•1~ :: 1!<:'.rncinr, in tn~ cou!'lt:-y - an-1 v., silenc:!' tni- at2rtion di,r.usr:i c-· t ·..,,. 

,·WP?'T\.1''."·· nv1=-te~ H• Ulake o Tf--V'llua:ic". of tnf' la"·, h""' '-'V•'~ with ttlf' C:l re:tior, 

:,c,; ,:., c:1.-<r,{I:~ tiu law. 'r!,i& v;,iua.tion o: ahortion was 1•11·u:i~n,..d tnii; !l\1111111e1· -

"'l.th har·:l'i~· any r•aotions, One thine to oe mentioned 11< tne news tha t 

50,000 of the 90,000 born children are "unwelco~ed", not planed by the parents, 

'n\e Society of St•rility and Hostility towards children is sor.111thing to be a'Ware 

of. 

'Ih• 9H••tion of Inaeminati~n 
!n the be-gining of September there vaa a state investigation of inse111ina tic,n 

publi ■hed, 'Ibey ma.ti.• some revolutionary statement, 'Iba child should have the 

right to lcnov who hie biological father is - of the age of 18, '!hey vant to 

have the -.me medical-paykologioal-social examination of the inl181111nation coupl~ 

as it ia for adoption i:erents, So far there are ao111e children who have been con­

sidered !atherless after AID when their social father has brought the case to the 

o~. 'lhere are now at least 2,0 children bom per year because or ins911lination, 

'!hie is B-10% or all the children not knowing that their social father isn't their 

biological father. 'Ihe political procedure for law-ma.king has started and right 

now is the important time for "lobbying•, 

':"ne guestion of "Te11t-Tube Children" 

Tut first official test-t-Jbe child of Sweden was born a year ago at th11 Sal':lere~" 

hospital in Gothenburg, More are coming. The finances for this project "'11.~ ini­

tially designed for co~traceptives, IVF' has been included in the general health 

service and in Gothenburg ther11 is now 200 treatments for 100 women each pea~. 

Similar programs are being held at two other hospitals in this country, Tnere 

~re - as in most countries - not any juridical regulations of IVF, 'Ihe scie~tiotn, 

like prof. Lar11 Hamberger 'Who now has moved from Gothenburg to the Ka.rolinska 

hospital in Ztockholm, find their great interest in experimentation and resP-arch, 

And they want to have a law permitting them to go on as before with IVF and e11>­

bryo transfer and ao on. '!be same govern!llent-group, which has worked with insemina­

_tion is now starting to investigate IVF and are to make BUggestiona for law r.-igula­

tiona. 

'!be National C011111i ttee of Right tg Life 

The comm! ttee 1a a kind of co-ordinator for Pro-Life aotivetiea in Sweden. Ho,.,._ 

ever during .he last )'ear ve have recognised a lack of inspiration, aotivi ty and 

econcmy both frm looal pwpa and. the National ec.aittee. 'lbe:N 1e a need of new 
' . 

in■piration, ot nev viewpoints and·nev ideae ot bov to vorll:. In this rega.:-d the 

vi■i t ol Dr Overduin in May waa vary important tor. ue in Sweden. U that time Dr 

0-V.rduin alao met vi th key- poli tioJ.ane and •ed~oal eoientiet■• Right after the PLAN 

con.ferens 1n Rome there 1a a two-day oon.ferenoe in sweden. Dr ovarduin vill retum 

topther vi th Mr■ Hansen and Mrs Ofte ■ tad from Ro~y. JCey poaition ~ople 
will alao be there. 

SinceNly Yours Ann-Mari Fagerlund-Wiberg/Pro-Life Sweden 
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THAILAND REPORT 

PLAN'S SISCOND IN'tBIUfATIONAL COIIFF.RENCI, 

2'hdl~d h• ~ u·ee of 514,000 sg. km, but: onl11 one fourth u• •uJ.t•llJe ,. 
tor · Co'llltiutton 

n. total popuJetfon J.s .48 1111Jl.ions. 

'lhe luddllJ.•C. •re about '90 percent. 

Th• lfusl1inl u·e •J~st JO percent, 

'l'h• Catholics are Qilll 193,522 (l98l •t•t1st1c.J 

fhen a~ JO · tl:J.oce•.,; J.n the ~un~zv. ,· 
!'he ArchcUooeH of llall9kok J.s •1tuated J.n the centJ'l!l ,paz:t of Thll1~and. 

'lhe Arc:111>1•hop of l&ngkok 1• HJ.• !lti.nence Card1M.l -'ah .. l IU.olta1 K1tbunchu·. He 
I I 1 J 

·" wa ...,..,., a carifJ.n1J by Pope John Paul J.• on reruary 2, lflJ • . 

, 
the ul1gto• c:ongn,getJ.on (e.g . Gabr1el1t. B.rothe~, La Salle Bro~~~ St. ,.ul 

de Clwl~rM s:t.ten, UnulJ.ne sJ.st:enJ . have better publ1c ,reput•t1<m ~ •11 o~~ 

pv:blJ.c end ,ovem119nt•l •choour. 
file Cathol1c OU1ce for ENrgency 1tel1ef and Refug.,,. rco•,:1t) 1• ope~ated 

Jn the •t• £ou1• Ha.pi.tel compound, hNded bll Fr,Bunlert: 2',uac:hart. 'the otli.ae hU 

done oue.e.ndJ.agi, or.le for the refu~ and the ~1 v1ll•9"&'f at tlMI barcler..U.. 

fbc>~ we earn· 1ntemat.lon.tl rapect, 1t 1• a h~ burden -=o 2'.batl,a,ad to .ban 
. . 

dout haU a a1U1on re&t/ff,, fros CHlbOd1•, Laos ·~ V1et~. 

2'h• Cethol1c Collllll1a.1on for P'urtly Ute Promot1on ot 2'ha1i.nd, LJ.p,t 

organind 1n -~· 1!176 1 wu cha1nd by 31•hol' auniuen llan,,ar,, w1th th• .repr.-eaut111N . . . .· . . . 
t,:oa the JO d10C#N, n~ated orvMJ. ••t1 ana a_nd •~rt.,, , to.talUng _al . ..._n. At the ·,,,._• ti• 111•hop 11. Car.retto .t. the cha1r•n. ~ _objec:UWN .fn, 

l. 1'o pl'OIIIOttt >and apread the COllQIIPts, attJ.dude end the grect1oe of 
' ' 

.r4tar!1l 1a11Uy Planni.ng ilccoriUnfl to the C11thol1c ethics. 

a. t'o prolllQte the ta11l1ly role COl!'erdl tho.ir rapcme1b1l1tv to 001MUnit11. 

3. 'lo promot41 thc,: v,1lu~ of Ute 1n 1111, as.r>ects, so that the peopJ,e 1111!1 

J.--,row tbe•elVN, 

4, To CO-OJ>6rntc 1dt.'l other or~sat.10118 wJ.th the same objocc.1.vu. 

Th• catholic comrrd.a•.ion ai.o aend delegates to var.taus conrerenoe. and 

tra1nJ.ng program. 
,..,,,, 1918. 

J-, lf711. 

Jalv, l971. 

The Internat1ono11l Conterenco on Ovulation Method and 

Teacher 'f'ra!nJ.ng of NOCl'tB i.n ffelbourne, Auetral1a. 

T?le rncernac.tonaJ s,~.tu■ on l'a■.tl!I Planni.119, 1n USA. 

!'he J'ntegrated Co1111Uni.t:r1 Baa• 1aa1b,J LJ.fe Project 1n the 

Phi. lJ..op1nea. 

JaJg, 1979, The RegJ.on1l Co..ui1t!• Heal~ coni:ultllt1on 1n Sr1 Lanka. 

Harell l9Bl + l!tl:l. NF'P DeNlor-nt. Program 1n Inclia. 

Jen. JHJ. 2'he F1rst rncer1111c.tonaJ Congre:,s for Che l'alll1J1• ot A•.fa 

rnd AU.ttral1a, 

The eirecutJ. ve collllli ttee of the l'enrU!I £J. fo PrOfllOtJ.on Jiu done good 

1110rk 1n tr•1nJ.ng of NFF t:c:11tchcr11 J.n ovulat1c,n Method for tho JO di.oc.• . 

. •• ,/2 
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Th .. 11 1J.lao trained the t,,r.c:11ccs in ,-;px cduc3t1on, hom, ,,,,,.,;1nu, ·s1Ichol ogy, nutcit1on 

11nd primar,I health Cllre, to become lellc.lc rs ir, thci r cc,1ITTun1 t ,,. 

2'0 provide me<li., for cduct1tion 1 v.1ri u us book3 ,'i.is hccn tr11ralntsd into 

Tha.t, such a/5: 

Thu Atlas of the ovulatiun Method (Hillinr~!. An introduction or tho 

Ovulation Met,'lod of! the Ntitur.11 F,~mil11 "lanning ,1<.evin Huma). Humll/lae Vi tao .lnd 

l'amilinr111 Co1U1ertio. Thc11 ills0 h<1v" books on ramil,.: Ufn ,,nd Newsletter. 

The CO/!IIU ttee have co-op,,r11tt1d llnd com,m.mi ca tc·c! wJ th /lll!m/ gov&rnmsnt11l 

ctnd non govern1119ntal organ1zation_q loc11l 11nd abroad, ea. t:w Intern~tior.al Fedaration 

for P'am1lu Llfa PrOIIIOtion. 

Pie ara fortuMt<3 to /111vt1 th<- ncumimmt rco-T..ifn 9n<-,1kers visltin(T .ali rollc,.,,s, 

Fr.Paul Hllrx. 

Dr.Claude Lnnctot 1nd Dr.Seun,; Jo l<.im. 

Dr.Kavin Hu111€: who :;r,unt two wc,•ks ln Jan. 19J2. tonchina NF'f' to doctors, 

nurses, •eminari aM. students in /?i,1h schools and voe" tion.-,J collag<i!s. 

Dr. Ksvin HIJ/lle lllso .:ircar,qcd to send NrP tc:Ac,'Jers, Dr. Kinqa /loses anri 

Hrs'.Lyn "1eston to teach lcadors in NFP for 2 w,rnks in lt,•rc'J 1982,P-nd to invite 

Professor Robert B. 'Z11cri'ar1.1 to heln w.t th Pro-L.i. .c"e ,:-ronram. 

Thai liuld is at rres,1nt an acti Vd battle field .<<Jainst anti.-11 f,:; forces. 

rn 198l a pro-llbortl on b1 ll 11as passed ht• the lower houst1. A grouo or vr.ry devoted 

Buddhists,headed bl/ Colon(4 Chamlong Srimuang. (fo.rr.Y'lr sP-cretar,_, genoral to the Prime 

Minister, ~ho rnigned from his hi"h post to fight against the abort.ton bill). The 

Caf:hoHc grour,, headed bi; Arcl:bisllop lt.i. chai Ki tbunc.'Ju_, the Catholic Ph11slclllns • Guild 

of Thailand, the Catholic Associlltion,· the Lt~gion of Har • r:tc. The Muslim group ]waded 

by Khung1nq Swat:.'fna Pat:dlthon<1k.1m, llll :Joinocl in thf' ,~ rJta.t b,, s,.mnodums, lectu1·ns 

through mass media,movos,.slldes, books etc. We- wr,re llblo to mobili z<.xi the henate to 

vote agallll5t, and it w..,s def,inred. 

2'he pro-abortionist will cert1iinltJ t~, <'!g!in. re :••a.~ fortun..,te tn hdv,:· 

Professor Robert ll. Z11ch,u·t1 visiting B1tngkok and aavv ., J c-cture on "fho r ntcgr 1 tn of 

Life Befou, and After llirth" on J\ uqust 28, 1'183. Foll,.u ,,d 1,,1 ,, rttncl d.i.saui;s.ion on 

Pro-Life b!J the rerrll6cnt,,tl.ve.'J of the l!udd,iists Mucllnr: ~ncl thr, C.!t.'1olics in tht.• 

r.fternoon. 

The outcom.~ was venI .succcsst-ul, J:,l.>C .' tu~:~ the t .1rqet ra1s nchievtid. Thal 

people: as Buddhists bell eve L.'lilt 1i. :c• cllnnot be distll)l'Crf c;vr ,i .,t conception. rhough 

the concept ls different from C,1th<J lic bell of 1n human ~ouls, the r.ieans ls similar. 

"Thou shall not kill" Thus Pro-W.fr is 11ccer>tad bl/ both Catholics + lluddhists. 

The Hu.lillllS believe 1n God by whom mlln i3 crented, thus Pro-Life hN< tr> be respected 

and observl!ld. 

You can now vlsu;:illzc the thinking of Th,1i T'P ople regardin11 Pro-Life. T 

don't bell eve t1hort.ion n111 ell 11 over mdterai lize. Tlw ma_1ori t•1 ol the rooulation 

will noi: havo it,and tis lon" as f,·e .!lrc not govern..,d b•• c11ctatorsh1r,, rt'e are safn in 

thia respect. 

In t>ie evon.inq th.:· thrice aroups, Buddhists, .'111~ .: ims 1tnd Catllolic• hlid ..., 

meeting to form II Pro-Li f, , r,roup, to find w~11s ,,,nd m, ans to pn.•v,;,nt i'lbortion law aw:• 

preserve dlrmi ti; ot .Li I'~.. I ,.1,., the ch,~i rmun or this qroup. 

. ... /J 
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J: c:annot end 111;1 report without referring to H.M.Kinq 'Jhum1bo1 Adul9adej, 

no u the ao11rc:e ot 7:'ha.1land .:;t4bil1ty both .,., country and people. That people 

are v,z-at•llrl tor out loag record of fot19~ndence. f'hdl.,nd means l1terally, the 

• land ot tile ·trtltl". 

:irar.to• gove.ma.nt.t, civ1l.tttn and llltUt~rr,, haw ruled 'lhAJ.land •ince the 

ad ot llfO.r.ld ftd n. ht' ch.tft9N .tn gowrnaent do Httle to cli•turb thl! tr•IJl!u.tl pace 

ot naJ IJ.te,' Wh.idl .t• .;u.tlt on J p1llars1 th• fflrcme, The !uddh1•t tait.ft, to wh1ch 

th llli~.iti, or tlt4li l'flOPl• belong, and the land it.elf. 

. .IJthough 'ting ahumibol' 1s a e-omtitut.iona.l IIIOllilrch, hold1ng no pol.it.teal 
' I • ' ' • • • • 

,o,er, he .t• held 1n aJ.,.t wuvenal pra,t1ge and honour by h.t• •llb/ects, Ru doea 

not: nl• 11!1 IHr and oppression. The r•pect for hl.m .Jnd h.ts beaut.tful Oueen ia 

gwiial•. 2'IJe 1C1,;ii and Queen deeplu lowi h.ts peorle. The people loot to the.tr • 

IMj•tJea a• the elllbod1111111nt of all that is f'hl!i, 'the ICing i11 th• head of the 'lhai 

talflJ.ly - an extended fllllUl'! that encanpasses the whole nat.ion. ThU9 he i11 also t.'MI 

,.. ·. ~r~ of all rel1g10IJII .tn the country. 

King Bhumtbol and Oueen SirJ.Jt.tt and their ch.tldren dedicated their lives 

to their people, 'lhQIJ travel thousands of lliles, bl/ rlane, hdiccmter, jeep and on 

toot to every corner ot the kingdoa, 'l'he Royal Fa!llfly •pend aa much of their timo 

u poa•ilJle 111Nt.1ng and liatema9 to the people"' ho ue the graas roots of 'l'Mi 

o90C'iat9~ the .,,...ut t•-...•1"'6° Iona 10 percent ol the population, 2'1J• /Ci.ng makes 

Jt a po1nt to vis.it e..m the raotNt anas of the .tingclaa, 11pprllid119 hl.aelt to 

tM needa of even the hllllbl••t of hi.• svbjeata. 2'h• IC1ng and Ouffll Htte thdr ~ori. 
vitb •uch love and qare that the, can v1rt1.1a,U11 n "Be f'ho tt.tll be the gze&tHt • 

..,,,,. IPOU, •hould be servant ot •ll• 7'Jla1 -a.1 Faa1l11 d••.rvw their honour 

flte.tr ptctures adorn "!ffll llaN, •"°'9, 4nd •U1aa 1n the count.iv. No Joyel flla1 

lf'Ollld ewr th.iM ot 1r,euin9 .:1rya.t1111t: the ICJ.Df, or delac.tn,g hi.• r,tctun, ln t.t• ot 

pettw, the ~ and Oueen provide a local potnt for the 2'b.u's low of their count.ry, 

ln t1• ol cd•1•, .tt 1• to th.i throne that th• Mt.ton looka hJr gu1dltllf» and -

,.....IU'ance. 
1C1nq Bhuad.bol h.u ,rhat,n the world that Jonp-r1111~ rr11c:t.ica.l solutions thet 

take .tnto cons.icllratioa the well-bdng of ev..rvone can be '""de to •IICCSlld• lt 1• 

Clle .,., ot p,ri11r, -11adng, l1e.Lri:tncr, enc»ura~ncr and edllC!tt.1~. Th.is is the only 

lhtd •unat "'4Y tcwarda Pro-Life and better Unn,;, Even the h.Jplu• refu~ lr011 

z..., Caml>ocl.ta and Vietnam hnw reoa.tved the:tr 11a.-':.1et1' care an4 attent.ton. The 

ICJ.ng ancf c>ueen havo viai tee! lflt!lflll of the caama personally, bringJ.nq enc:,ouragemezlt 

and pr«cf:.icltl aid, 

IC1ng Bhmaibol '• genu.tne atti ti.MN of serv1ce emi..tn h.i111 to hi• neople as 

the w.i•• ,Un,, SolOIIIOn, s1111111Sriired three thc>usand ye.rs l!go in a prOllflrb, "lt 1a an 

~nation for kings t:o colll'IUt t1i.ckednas, for tho thrnTH:t is establi•hetf by -

rJ.91lteOt.1•-•• • 

Gotl ha bestoi,ed His !!l'eat bl••J.ag on the Thai with the f1nt cardJ.nal 

ol 2'1M.:tlud, B1• latnonc:w CardJ.nal ll1chael atchlli IC1tl,unchu, NB devoted hi• whole 

Jjfe wJ.tll anonio• act.tntJ.e• espedalJy for ~ •oeial 1t1elfare. lt 11'1.ll need a 

boo,\ to dacrJ.be all his work, He i• al.t0 th-. pr•1tklnt: of the f:ncvt1ve ao1111HtN 

o, at. £out• ao.pital, d C}l!rit•, ,'lo•p1tal thnt b•lOftt'S t('I thi, Archdiocest.: of BMgilcot, 

••• • /4 
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A.I r hav.t mentioned Clltholic:r are the l'linorit'} group J.n Thll1land, 

tholill'h (?litholicrs mi..1onarie• ha·vc bf'<m J.n the, countr•J dnin~ various m1saionary 

worb tor over 400 year•. The ch1trac:teris~ic of thai !'J&ople i• e,s,.1-going and 

tun-lpvblg, -:.0 11111ch so · that the countrtJ was called "the l1md of sml. Jes, 4124 the 
. I ' • 

people nt never-ldnd", We do not take tc heart tho misdeeda of •~l ki.nda. 

O.tholicism i• 11 religion of lOVll, and it is eas!I tor us Thai to e~rc1ce, 

9et it i• difficult to N.lke the .fun-loving Thll1• to seriou•l!I undertake tho wau of 

tha era.a, I a111 ashamed to confess that t,,O hove cnl!,1 a '--et1 who go out tc, herald 

~e ·new. of. Pro-'l.J.fe. 'l'hi• does not mean thl!t k'O do not _do a,a;thJ.ng, It is coming 

along, nc,t as 'tut I.IS it should bFt, but with the grace of God, I am cortain that 

the Holy •Jdrit will deacend,and we Thai Ci!tholics 11ill not be b,ebind a11t1 other 

dedicated grou,,. an~/tl'here. 

(Dr.~M• Boon/Ghanpbol} 

2nd Vice PrNident of the Catholic Coaal.•sion tor 

Pam.f.l!l Ltfe PrQIIOtion. 

Director ct St. Lou.t• Hoapttal. 

Sept. 27, 1983. 

r wi•h to thank Drs,.Tohn and EVfllyn BJ.llings Md Dr,KevJ.n HUllllil of WOOHB 

tor their kind inte.riest and concern tor fhai.land, and the pel"Fllission for 1118 to 
t.ranalate thoir boot. into Thai. 

Atlas of thf:l OVulat.fon Method and an introduction to Ovulatl on Hethod 

of Natural PIUll1ly Planning, 

·--
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Tel. No. 729820 
(027)) 77806) 

C.O.M.E.T. 
44 WALSINGHAM ROAD, 

HOVE, EAST SUSSEX 

BN3 4FF 
ENGI.JJID. 13th Sept. 1983 

As •tra Rl.ches ia reporting on the ·situation in England, I will limit mine to peroonal 
expertences. 

J\BORTION: \7e have a. number of private abortion clinics in Brighton and Hove. Llost 
doctor3 are inwlved. A nurse has reported thn t tr.e doctors find the caITying out 
of abortion diQtaste:t'ul but the money good:. 

S:l:< 3DUC,;.TION: In one Catholic school \·,'here blunt sex-education, beginning with 
six yeo.r olds wn.s due to begin, my brother and hi::. wife were the only pa.rents who 
objected~ They were harassed. in many ways e.g. s~parated at the Pa.rP...nt-teacher 
meeting. Happening to be in tr.e area shortly after, I made my conviction£: knom1 to 
nn iru'luential person, and the pro~e.Jl!Oe ncv~r went ahead. So even speakingAis of ~ 
ber.cfit. Those fev, who ho.ve the courage to speak publicly are silenced. in some wa;; 
z 8 n 1'f11 7C t l a 3 :81 D al 11 *' 1 C • 11; tl 11l. Fear is 
preventing the spread of true kno•,1ledge in many areas of life. 

Na',TUHl•.L FAMILY PLiJ-l?lING: There iz little support and no funding for groups which 
are not part of the C.M.A.C. This has ·been my experience for nine years, and was 
further evidenced by a Sister in Cheshire, ·who v;anted to open a Centre in the 
i.;nnchester area, v.nere it is much needed. She published. the fact that she fe-.iled 
to obtain the help of the Uiemrchy. 

C.'Ur group , which is a Christian one h.as been refused funds by the following also: 
-The Goverrunent: their excuse was thd they had already given a grnnt to the 

. C.li.A.C. 
-The h~tl!dia: refused an appeal slot becausi, the topic was too emotive. 
-The L:i.fo Group: they help ~fter conception only. It seems t~t sol:le get excited 

only when there are bodie$ arour.d to accuse them. They close 
their eyes to th~ abortifacient effect of the Pill and the I.U.D. 

T'ae Churcih in Need is the only C=i.tholic group which ht>.s given us soce funds. Lack 
or 1\mdo h3mper the work. Hov,ever God has given more precious gi:t'ts in leading me 
to the answers to infertility ana. difficult dioChar£es. This involvement in healing 
io the m~jor part of our r10rk. 

T\'10 other groups also do some work in this area of helping the q,uo.lity ot' life. The 
Doctors Wynn of.' London are involved in publicising research which shows the dangers 
of alcohol, dXUis, poor food (proaeosed and ref'ined foods) ta.ken by the pe..rents 
during the three months previOU$ to concepti,on. They show the same results: 
m~:f"ormations and d~s.ths of babies, as caused by the malnutrition of the .m.r years. 
The Fo11!Bight group has been fol'll!cd ts educate pa.rents in good food., mineral and. 
vitemin the:r'a.py etc in prepara.tion for pregnancy. They involve . doctors, midwives 
and health visitors in their procranllllos \Vhich are becoming more anc. more widespread 
through their use of local radio stati0n3. 

. . 
.At the time of writing, the lease on our Cent?·e is up. I am pra_ying to Pope Faul, 
who relea.Md me from my Congresation tor this wrk, that this .?.postolate will be 
enabl~ to continue. I am involwd f'ull-time. 

'-.'le h':.Ve s. we.i tins list tor our cou"rses, but peoile o.re unable to pay a.ny higher ff'la 
th:.:.r. vte: now ch~.r ge ( to cover cat~rltls s.na. rent), bec1use so very mar.y are unemployed• 
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C. 0. • E. T. 
(Qvistian OYulation Methcxl Educational Trust Reg. No. 277792) 

Medical Advisors 

or. A. U>chie, Ch.a., 
Dip. <bit. R.C.O.G. 
22 St. Kilda Bead, London Wl3 9DE 

Mrs. J. Ricks, M.N.I.M.B 
conaulting Medical Herbalist 
41 Batherley M, 
Winchester, Hants. 

TUtors .. 

Sister M. Angelus Hewitt, P.T., B.SC., 
44 Walsingham Road, ff9Ve, sussex ~3 4FF 
Telephone: Brj.ghton (0273) 778063 

M. Refoy, s.a.N., H.V. 
21 smith Cl09', PiddiB]tcn, 
Northal'llpton. 
Telephone: Nort:hallptcn 870372 

R. Smaers, B.A. 
5 Queenslant' Avenue, 
London S.W.19 
.Telt!phone: 01-542-1452 

CoQm.ttee 

'l't\18tees: 
I 

Dr. C.P. S\.llllll's, II.A., D. Phil. 

'.lbe DirectoE 

Mrs. J. Hicks, M.M.IJll.11. 
M. R. Blltc!her 
Sister M. ,.,.~,,..•"- llelfitt, P.T., B.Sc . 

Mrs. c. Hills R.D.R.A.O. 
, ,tae, Marechal 

Sista: A. Hewitt bas been trained to teach· the OVulation Method by Dr. P. Barri&al 
(meslt>er of the Amltralian Team). She has attended a further oourae of training at the 
Medical centre of 0laha univerei under the gaidanoe of DI:. ~·. Hilgers. 

' '11m CHRISTIAN OWL&TIW ME'DD> ~ TRUS'l' EllJCA'l'ES MARRIED Atil 9GAGED COUPLES 
IN THE CMJIA'l'lCJi ME'l'HCD OI' FAMILY Pt.N!INitll. IT AIS) ADVISES Qi RA'l'UBAL HELPS TO RESroRE 
THE M1JCtE PM"J.'ERN (<Ji WHICli THE ME'llD> DBnliJIS) ro t«>MA[., SO 'fflN1' 'ffl£ METlD:) IS &ASIER 
'10 LEARN AND K>RE ACCUM.TE 'ro USE · : 

The natural helps which we provide « advise are available to the publ i c generally, an::l 
are suit.able for the corc-ection of a wide range of medical oanditions. · Sister has made 
a special study of each type after having experienced its good effect on herself. It is 
because sbe has also wit,essed their good effect on others that she oow presents them in 
her trainir¥J progranae for teachers. _ Where specialist advice is necessary refeHal is 
made to professionals in Medical Herbalism ard Hoa:,eopathy. 

- l -
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~ ister has over seven yearo ex:1;.:er ience in teaching the OVulation ,1etnod to e01.1>l• (over 
~O~ have .:ieen tauCjtlt) , and has ha.a con.plete success for those who kei)t to the followin9 
cnt:.erial 

1. ~equate peraonal in&truction to the couple. 
2. Careful observatioo, according to the 

instructions. 
3. Accurate charting, accordin~ to the instructions. 
4. i•1utual 1.-otivation arxl co-or;eration between 

partners cmd witn the teacher. 
5. Constant supervision while learning. 

Hanning a .i::reg.n.ancy 

Sy the 1st January, l!>i:.13, 2~ 'Infertile' c:.uples t..ao achievea a pre,anancy. In 
three instances tx>th hu~band aald wife had been labelled 'Intartile' • ( 21 of 
these couples ha~ personal taaching, ar.o 5 were taught by o:>rresr,oooence.) 

J\voiding a I•regnancy· 

"' & ..... JI) Co\.D'lt l\.ac.e in Septeni:)er, 1960. 75 couyles (in· regular contact) with a total of 
~: 11' l 71 years 7 ,iV:>n1:ns of successful use of tne me~. Of the re.ruainiDi 200 
, ... ,..,.i t~·- couples, 6 reported unwante~ pr8'JNU'lCies (unwanteci at t11at tilne) • These had 
r,ur -:\~· not fu.Lfilled c~letely the criteria for success. Evidence inoicated that 
fVc · • each conc:e~tion was due to tlle use of a fertile day. Such is not a failure of 

i, ,t., the methoo tor it must be remembered: _ 

'i'.~ 0\/~iOU :~'I'huD l;lF.FE.RS .~,Q~ J...1~ hf,j;iXJOO OF FAt•tILY Pu\ttiUNC, It~ 'l'liA'l' l':.:' CA£~ BE USE:c 
ll~ '.(';JO •~~S 

l. use the fertile days to p1-n a pr~cy. 
2. ~Sc! the infertile ~ays to avoiY a pregnancy. 

'.:1, l3 ';il!;f OVtrtATIOi.l i lkl.1.'liOD? 

·.£ne 0wlation 11etncd is r'¥Jf the iJ1}·U1m, ·lemper&.ture or sy.-r~to-'.£·heri';i&l t'iethodv tut a 
1ru1LY i\i::.SE'.AaCliw ::iethoo, whic:1 i~ reliable: ano suitable tor couples in all 
ciri..:ua.istances, ev~n at such tines. as breast!eec.ing, anu t-Ie-manopause. It is basE:..1 on 
a mu\!us sac:retion which is able to be o&:>servec by tt.e wanan betore, eur ing and sor.ietimes 
after ovulatior1, whether she hat; regular cycles or not. 

A l:i:!rtile ovulation is always acco.-;:.:;anieti by a µrticular pattern ot ,ru~us secretion. 
rine ovulation meti1oc! is a castinct i,a?t.hoJ to be u'3e6 a.lone; success oepenas cnly on it 
being taught f,roperly to the couple, so that it is uooerstoo6 correctly. vkXnen are 
ir.:tert1le m::ist of the time. Al:i. \c✓~:ien can learn to recognize tt,e sy,uptaans of ovulation. 

- 2 -



HEALTH OF 
THE FAMILY 

ITS CHILDREN 

DEFINITION 

ROLES OF 
THE FAMILY 

STRATEGY OF 
IPPF 

"REFORMS" 

IDEOLOGY 

THE RESPONSIBLE SOCIETY 
FAMILY & YOUTH CONCERN 

Wicken, Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK19 6BU 

THE FAMILY IN BRITAIN 

~ •. AREAS OF CONCERN TO THE RESPONSIBLE SOCIETY 

1. High and increasfog breakdown of marriage, increasing number of 
one-parent families, illegitimate pregnancies, abortions, cases 
of sex)Jally transmitted diseases and children in care. 

2. Increasing involvement of under-age children in sexual intercourse, 
juvenile delinquency, violence and other destructive outlets·. 
Breakdown of relationship with parents. 

3. Government departments finance 'family' organisations which are 
unwil 1 i ng to define what they mean by II the family"; a trend 
that is being extended into the health and sex education of 
children in schools. In this way homosexual relationships, 
cohabitation and promiscuous relationships are being elevated 
to family status. 

4. Diminishing parental responsibilities: 

a) Instruction from the Government's Department of Health to health 
authorities that parents should not be told about the provision 
of contraceptives (and abortions) to their under-age children 

~without the child's consent (1) 

b) The introduction of amoral and perverse sex education in schools 
from which parents have no legal right to withdraw their children 

c) Husbands now have no rights about the fate of their unborn children 

B. PRESS.URE GROUPS DAMAGING TO THE FAMILY 

1. The International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), headquartered 
in London, was founded in 1952 by eight family planning associations, 
including the British Family Planning Association and Planned 
Parenthood of the United States. IPPF is in ·receipt of vast funds 
from private sources and from the British and· other governments·. 
Its strategy for social and legal reforms are carried out by its 

. worldwide family planning member bodies which are required to find 
sources of law and arg1.1Rents upon which to base refonns. (Appendix A). 

2. Reforms go beyond the popular image of providing family planning to 
under-developed countries, to the refonn of family laws, tax, 
divorce, abortion, sterilisation, sexual law refonns including the 
age of consent for birth control services, and compulsory sex 
education in schools. 

3. The Br;tish FPA, supported by government funds, ;snow almost wholly 
;nvolved in sex education, population control, and provides a 
propaganda service on birth control facilities for the government. 
It also has a contraceptive business, Family Planning Sales Ltd., 
(Appendix B) surplus profits from which are fed back to the FPA to 
spread i t' ideology. • 



CHILDREN -
THE TARGET 

NETWORK OF 
GROUPS 

TACTICS 

SEXUAL LAWS 

THE MEDIA 

THE CHURCHES 

This has been stated as: "To provide an incentive to work towards 
a society in which archaic sex Jaws, irrational fears of sex and 
sexual exploitation are non-e><i'stent". (2} ("Archaic sex laws 
and irrational fears of sex" relate to the ages of consent for 
heterosexual and homosexual relationships, incest, etc.) 

See also the attached chart from Planned Parenthood of the United 
States. A number of the measures predicated in this have been 
achieved in Brit,in; others are proposed. (Appendix C) 

4. The ideology is to be achieved through the ·young, especially through 
the sex education of children. Such education is better described 
as sex instruction; it is wholly value-free, often perverted in 
content, and generally subversive of marriage and the role and 
structure of the family. The. contraceptive industry backs the 
promotion of the FPA's sex education activities because they Mwiden 
the market for contraceptives". (3) 

... 

5. The FPA has set· L~ a number of offshoots and works closely with 
inter-related groups involved in population control, birth control 
(contraception, abortion and sterilisation) and sexual law reform. 
The FPA has infiltrated extensively into conmittees of national 
bodies to further its aims. Civil servants from relevant government· 
departments are totally sympathetic to the aims and activities of the 
FPA, and are represented on their executive committee. 

6. Working closely with a sympathetic media, the FPA softens up the 
public and politicians by means of the use of hard-cases, repetition 
of catchy slogans, exaggerated statistics and false research, etc • 

.:i' By these means the FPA and its associated bodies have achieved a 
series of social and legal reforms of great damage to the family; 
including the Divorce Law Refonn Act 1969, The Abortion Act 1967, 
a free family .planning service to all irrespective of age and marital 
status, (National Health Reorganisation Act 1973), the provision of 
free contr~ceptives and abortions to under-age children without 
parental knowledge or consent, sterilisation and vasectomy, etc. 

C. CONTRIBUTING FACTORS 

1. Disregard of sexual laws by official bodies, e.g., the ages of consent 
relating to heterosexual and h0110sexual behaviour; the laws affecting 
obsce·nity; . the Abortion Law (1967). There is widespread abuse of 
these laws but no action is taken. Moreover. the State's position on 
marriage can be seen -in the fact that the married man's Income Tax 

· allowance is less for a couple who are married with 2 children than 
for two people who are living together. . 

2. The media generally and radio and TV particularly, undermine marriage, 
the family and the life of the unborn child. Of special concern are 
magazines published for teenage girls and young women. 

3. The silence, the ambivalence and lack of guidance by the Established 
Church and other Churches in making clear statements on divorce, 
abortion, homosexuality, the provision of contraceptives to under-age 
chi ldrer, etc. 



MEDICAL 
PROFESSION 

PUBLIC FUNDS 

4. Decline in medical ethics: acceptance by the profession of abortion, 
the provision of contraceptives, iterilisation, vasectomies (fo·r 
which doctors receive additional money from the government); the 
destruction of new-born handicapped babies by some paediatricia~s. 

5. The granting of public funds by successive government and local 
authorities to pro-abortion and anti-family organisations, thus 
giving public respectability to the aims and activities of these 
organisations. 

References: (1) Memorandlffll of Guidance on Family Planning Services 
(Section G: The Young) issued by the Department 
of Health in 1974 and revised in 1981. 

(2) FPA Statement on Sex Education 1974. 

(3) Monopolies Conmission Report (1975) on the 
Contraceptive Sheath, HMSO. 
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SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF UNOOl<N CHILDREN 
7, Tuflon Street, Westminster, Loudon, l:ilillP 3QN 

SPUC firet cue into beina at the end of 1966 and was publicly launched vn 
January 11 1 1967. Inthis paper, however, I am givina s bri~f 6ummary of 
developaents of our work in Britain inthe last two or three years : 

Glll!IIAL ILICTION: In sprin11 of this year a genc.,r..,l election was held rn which 
w ran campai,ns of one &ort or another in over 2~0 constituencies (there are 
Clllller 600 constituencies in the country), In the main we concentrated in marginals 
01' in thoae con■tituenciea where there were strona pro-life MPs, 

It,... without doubt, the moat successful election campaign we have ever held. 
Tile 111eaaure of our work can be seen by the fact that for all the swing lo the 
ri&h-t (which was very considerable) we lost only one of the 32 pro-life Labour 
111Pa. He was Frank White or Bury constituency: however, his majority had been 
only about 50 votes - added to which all four candidates in his constituency were 
pro-life so that abortion as such was not an election issue in the usual sensr:, 

I would like to mske 3 few points about our election campaigns: it has taken 
WI sixteen yeare to learn our techniques and in the last general election they 
appeared to be really effective, We concentrate on infonnin& the electorate 
by mnne ot leafletina only. For three weeks leadina up to the election w~ 
distribute leaflets onthe hUllllnity of the baby. Then be&iMin& at the last 
week-end before polling day (which always takes place on a Thursday in Britain) 
we begin distributing leaflets &iving the views or parliametnary record of 
candidates onthe abortion is8\,\e, In other words we do not shoot until we 
see the whites or t)\eir eyea1 Over the years wehave had so many experiences 
or candidates tellil\fi bare-faced lie■, denying atateienta uout them and thus 
confuaina the el ■ctcrate. By deliberately playing the whole thina quietly 
we pt far greateT' reaulta, 

Whereu in the nonnal wsy we do all we can to cOUl"t newapacier publicity - et 
election periods we adopt e11aetly the reverse procedure, refusina even to make 
any .newspaper stat~ts (exceptina throuch lawyers). In the put we have 
found that newspapers at the time or elections will ql.dte deliberately distort 
information on our ca111paigna, ueually uainc tenne such aa "bullying" and 
"hectoring" with regard to our appraoch to candidates. The type of people 
we are tryina to motlvate ere u~ly the moat decent or all our citizens and 
repeatedly we han round them "frill\tenad" .on, and retueina to have anythin& 
to do with ua it theyfeel we are bullyina, 

In addition, we aim our campaigns at citizons or ell ages: however, 
it ia noticeable that the people who turn out to vote pro-life are the youna, 
the disabled, and the immigrants (black and brown), 

SPUC KANDICAP DIVISION: Without doubt our moat aucceaaful development. has 
been in the tiaht aaairist abortion or the handciapped and the killing of newborn 
handicappftd babies, Nine years aao - launched a Division fo people who are 
handicapped or the parents ot disabled people, It proved to be one of our 
moat difficult undertakinpmainlybecauae handicapped people were reluctant 
to "lllake a show of themselve11," It meant that literally -- had to build the 
11M1mberahip one at a time, tindin& people and pereuadin& thetn •• :but we knew that 
unless - persuaded the disabled to speak ou.t for th81118elves Ha body we had 
no hope cf persuading the British pimlic that the handicapped felt that they 
had as much right to life es 1111ybody, 

rtnally, we decided to run an independent pro-life candidate ln a by-election 
at Croydt>n North in the Greater London area. We qui ta deliberately opted 
for eqeet,ody handicapped and approached one or ciur -bers, larilyn Carr, 
who was born without anns and who has a delilhtful peraonali ty asking if she 
would undertake the role, We warned her in advance that she had no hope 
of gettina either a large vote or the seat. The ai• was to show society 
wbat handicapped people had to offer. Marilyn, fortunately, had the couraae 
to accept and we were delighted with the reauta in tenn or telr1iaicn and 
newapa-per publicity (All coverftge di■plapd respect for Marilyn), 
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At the time that the by-election was running, Dr. Leonard Arthur was aloo 
on trial for the attempted murder of a Down's hahy hoy by overdot, jng hlm 
with druas and underfeedine him. 

He was acquitted and we immediately responded by placing a half-page advertioment 
in the TIMES (copie.s available) which was written by Marilyn. 

From that time onwards our Handicap Di vi son really "took off" and i 1 i.B nnw 
the fastest arowing section of the society, We have held a silent. pir.ket 
outside the annual conference of the British Medical Association in which thosP 
who took part were almost all handicapped people or parents of handicapped 
people. The vast majority of letters in medical journals in relation 
to the disabled come from· members of our Handicap Division and we are beginning 
to see a marked changed in attitudes. 

For example the British Medical Association (which realy did not enjoy belng 
areeted with banners declaring "PROTECT THE HANO ICAPPED FROM DOCTORS) have ,:hanged 
their Code of Ethics, making it clear that it 1~ totally unlawful not to give 
proper food and treatment to newborn handicapped babies. 

However, we have certainly not yet chanaed public attitudes towards the abortion 
of handicapped babies and we are hopin& within the next year or ao to organise 
a mass lobby of MPs at Westminster on this issue, withthe bulk of the lobbyists 
beina people who are disabled, 

Thie summer we launched the first issue of the SPUC Handicap Division Newsletter 
wMch hal, ao far proved very successful. Organiser of our Handicap Division, 
ia a youna epina bifida woman, Alison Davia, who happens to be an atheist. 
She is highly articulate and a great asset to the cause. 

STUDENTS DIVISION 

Americana and other overseas visitors to our annual conference were enormously 
impreeaed by the number of youna people attending our conference (about 70 
per ceat were under the age of thirty~ and about 40 per cent were students 
from universities, collegeo and schools), 

I 
In fact, we feel it is a traaedy to see the manner in which,students have been 
syphoned off from the mainstream of the pro-life movement in so many countries. 
Althouah in Britain we have pro-lite groups of students which .are not attached 
to the main-stream organisations, these ar• diminishin& in ~b•r mainly because 
the students themselves have seen themanner in which the vaet majority vanish 
into the blue once they leave school, colle&e or univerai ty ,,liO-ina all contact 
with the pro-life movement, On the other hand, if student. branches hold 
membership of one or other of the main pro-l1fe org81\iB■t1on, (e,& , The Innocents, 
Life, BRl:, \litnel for Life et.c) they retain their links (e,a, trirough receiving 
membership circulars etc) and frequently take senior office in the organisations 
(some of our moat intelliaent activiata are people who becUle invGlved as 
atudenta). It ia i~portant to recoa,:iiae that aost •~tat'. wben t~ey first 
leave colleae or univeraity and begin their proraasional ·career• need a period 
to Httle into their new lives and durina thiit time wi,11 clrOf!, -,l'O-life work. 
We find that they uaually tkae up rein• api,ri after• period of ei.ahteen months 
or more - and 99 times out of a hundred they retum to the btlttle in response 
to our newspaper or some other circular fr0111 the aoc;iety •. 

However, it is important to etre•• that while in 1:hl i..t 1->yeare we have had 
a concerted campaign developin& SPUC branches among students - we continue 
as always to provide leaflets and all otller .. aaterial. fr•• of charae to student 
aroups rea~dlese of whether theyare affiliated to ~FUC .ot'l .not,, Neither have 
we made any attempt to persuade atud81'\tS in 'exilitina IJ'OUP• fu form SPUC branches: 
thia we feel would simply create a apli t in the movement. If an oraanisation 
produces ~aterial attractive to the youna - they will come, without beina 
preaaured, · 

I~ this work we feel thut it is important to stress that Divtaiono suoh as those 
etll\.ablishod t'or the Handicapped and t'or Students should be given "theil' head", 

.. 



TRADES UNION DIV1:; TON 

This - like the Handicap Division - has be~~ r:lnw in developin~. However, 
we have had three major successes in the ln:; L _year, uefeati ng pro-abortion 
motions by overwhelming mnjorities. 

A week-end conference fur trades unionists i:j beir,g orgo.nised later th1s 
year. 

As in the case of students we provide material fr~e of charge to trAdes 
unionists regardless of whether they are members uf SPUC or not. 

ADVERTISING 

This year we launched a n::1tional c.1dvertisinp, •~?tmpaign ( the first pro-1 j fe 
campaign of this nature that we have seen). 

It cost about £50,000: we booked full-page advert.i.sments in major newspapers 
and magazines covering a very wide political sr-er::t:ru!n: The Sunday Telegraph 
(Conservative); the Daily Mirror (Labour); The Observer (trendy left); 
The Spectator (right wing); Private Eye /which is critical of everybody!), etc. 
The impact has been t1·errendous and we find lh;:,.L we an , now in an entirely 
different ball game with fairer coverage than we have ever had (even when 
the stories are opposed to us). 

Our advertising agency has one of the finest creative teams in Britain and 
has tremendous respect in the media. 

We are determined to raise funds to continue the campaign. Any pro-life 
groups in other countries ae at liberty to use our advertisments (although 
we would like to hear about it) free of charge. They are our copyright. 
I mention this because we have already had applications from groups asking 
for permission to reproduce in other countries. 

Earlier under the Handciap Divion I referred to~ half page advertisment 
we ran in The Time~:;: this was the creation of Llie same team th<lt j s h:ind ling 
our work now -WIGHT COLLINS RUTHERFORD & SCOTT - and won two major nationnl 
awards: the Best Public Services Award 1981: the Best Open Category Advertisement 
1981. The awards were made last year. 

HUMAN CONCERN 

Our newspaper, HUMAN CONCERN, is produced on a quarterly basis and has 
a print run of 110,000 per issue. It is sent to all members (about 30,000) 
and sells through churches, on the streets etc. In addi ton, we send it 
to all Catholic priests; selected Anglican priests (about 10,000); 
Baptist and Pentecostal ministers, and we are hoping to extend this list. 

DIRECT MAIL 

Since the PLAN conference in Dublin we have been investigating the possibility 
of developing Direct Moil tactics. Unfortunately, this is entirely new 
in Britain and we therefore arE' hoping to employ an America,, r-ompany for 
the purpose. We are now waiting for them Lo begin work. 

PARLIAMENTARY 
Following our general election cam,paign the ::-.tandirig of ~;puc in Parliament 
is higher than it has ever been. Although we know that we have more 
pro-life MPs than ever before, we are holding a mass lobby at the end of 
October to ascertain just how far they will go jn supporting our fight against 
abortion. A number of bills have been prepared tc be pre-~nted and we hope 
in the next five years (the length of this parliamJnlary term) to have made 
considerable headway in achievi ng changes in the law. 



Report on the pro-life movement in the United States 
(including the PacLfic Northwest) 

by 

Gabrielle T. Avery 

All acroaa thia count~y the grassroots people are aaking if the 
pro-life movement is dead. How can this be true when Conqres■ ha• 
regularly voted for the Hyde -"mendment to cut off federal funda? How 
can thi• be true when we elected ao many pro-life senator■ and congreas­
men to replace the old pro-abortion gang? How can this be true when 
the firat pro-life preaident aits in the White Hou■e and, every time 
he ia questioned by the media, speak• out in favor of the unborn? How ­
can thia be true when there are thouaands of conservative Chriatian 
electronic churchea spreading the pro-life mesaage in daily broadca■ta 
that reach 27 million people? 

A review of the situation ia moat apropos. You will recall that 
everything waa going great guna in January of 1981 when the Human Life 
Bill wa• introduced into the Congreas of the United Stat••• Co-apon­
sored by Senator Jesse Helms and Congres■man Henry Hyde, the HLB would 
have uaed Congre■s' power to ·enforce the 14th Amendment to define,•• 
a matter of law, that all hwnan beings are per■on• frca the 1D01Dent of 
conception. Unlike a Conatitutional amendment, which would haver~­
•uired a two-third• vot- in each Hou•• of Congre•• and approval by 
thr--fourtha of the atatea, the HLB, aa a • ■tatute, would r .. uire only 
a majority vote in each Houae. Beaidea, incoming Pre■ident Reagan wae 
on record a• aupporting it • . The HLB had momentum, eapecially in the 
wake of the 1980 Reagan landalide and, in January of 1981,· there waa 
strong aupport among ~he pro-life leader■• 

At that point in time, however, the Catholic bi■hopa turned their 
back■ on the HLB and they threw their ■upport instead to the Hatch 
Amendment. Suba-.uently, the HLB wa■ defeated by the Senate on a 
47-46 vote to table. 'l'he maa■ive power of the biahop■' Waahington 
operation wa■ then used to pu■h for the Hatch Amendment which never 
went anywhere in 1982. Then, the following year, the Hatch-Eagleton · 
compromi■e con■titutional amendment with a ■tate'• right feature was 
blasted by many pro-life leaders all across the land but, once again, 
was endor■ed by the u.s. Catholic: Conference of Biahopa with apectacular 
asai■tance from the National Right to Life Committee. The reaulta the 
Hatch-Bagleton went "down the Hatch" by a vote of 50 to 49, 18 vote■ 
abort of the two-third■ majority it needed to paa■ a conatitutional 
amendlllent. 

'l'hen it happened~ Hiatory must record that all over this country 
the right-to-life movement splintered into hundred• of tiny group■ in 
desparation over what had happened. Here in my state of Oregon, the 
fightJ,ng haa ·driven out many hallowed "old ti .. ra" who■e voice• were 
once heard loud and clear on the abortion isaue. The atate president 
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of Right to Life/Oregon was one of the lobbyist& for the Hatch 
Amendment in Wa■hington and, at the ~~rlieat board meeting of the 
NRLC in December of 1981, ahe voted for the Hatch even though ahe. 
did not have the con■ensus of h~r state board to do ao. I per■on­
ally ■ent the NRLC board a telegram (which cost me $40.00) to 
apprai■e them of the situation in Oregon and it waa never read to 
the a■■elll>led delegate■• Since that time, there haa been a split 
here in Oregon and it keep■ getting wider. The group that I am 
as■ociated with, and of which I am the international spoke■man, 
i■ the ORBGON PRO-LIFE ACTION LEAGUE. 

Meanwhile, the country ia once again appalled and outraged 
that the moat .recent U.S. Supreme Court decision ■truck down 
minimal ~-pta by local and · state governments to regulate the 
practice of abortion by requiring informed con■ent for women. 
Thia ia not a victory for women but a victory for the rights of 
abortioniata. It was the abortioniats who forced the case and 
it is they who benefit at the emotional and phy■ical expense of 
women. The decision ia further evidence that the . abortion debate 
i■ not merely another 11edical procedure but Court-created ■uper- · 
right■ for abortioniatawhich fuel ■ociety's pressure■ on women to 
.abort their children. 

Where are the protections for the health and live■ of women to 
come from? How are unregulated legal abortion clinic■ different 
froa the ■o-called back alley abortion cli,nic■ if there need be no 
objective ■inilllum standard■ of 41Uality in either? Women die in both. 
Both require ca■h. We commend Juatice Sandra Day O'Connor, the ■ole 
woman on the Court, for her attack on the 1973 deci■ion and her 
di■aent fraa the June 15th Mjority opinion. We comaend Ju■tice■ 
White and Rehrnlui■t for joining her in the minority. 

The Court•• rejection of informed consent i■ a new milestone 
in the regresaion of women's right■• Women have the right to know 
about any -dical procedure that ia to be performed on their bodie■ • 
Woaen have the right to ad9t1Uate knowledge of the •dical, social 
and aoral ■ignificance of the procedure. (Here in Oregon, as perhaps 
elsewhere, a minor cannot get her ears pierced without the written 
con■ent of her parent or guardian.) 

M,ortioniats cannot stand the light of truth! They know that 
when a pregnant woman sees for heraelf what her unborn baby look■ like 
ahe will opt for the baby to be born. Women have fallen prey to th• 
deceitfulneaa of the abortion mentality which aeeka to obscure clear 
thinking by the u■e of such euphemiams as "uterine content■," 
"product of conception" and "pregnancy tissue." 

Petology, which is the study of life before birth, i■ on~ of the 
faateat growing specialties in medicine. Bvery day the media report■ 
account■ of new discoveries about the complexity and majesty of pre­
natal life and of medical treatments - even surgery - being given 
babiea before they are born. Last year, Newsweek magazine featured 

.·, 
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a photograph of an eight-wee'.( old human fetus on 1t.!'.1 front cover. 
Last month LIFE magazine's cover was a photograph of the exquisitely 
formed hand of a six-week fetus. HQ\,, does t.he Supreme Court suppose 
that we are going to protect women from this evidence.? Those maga­
zines were dieplayed everywhere, even in -1rocery 9tol'ee. How can we 
prevent those women who have had abortions from making the obvious 
conclusions? Women will figure it out for thcm':leJ.·veE:: and :::ome to 
realize that "pregnancy tissue" has hands <.1nd fe-et, ;/i heart and a 
brain - and a life of its own. How sad for the rnU.llons of women who 
have already had abortions without the benefit of enr,ugh inform&tion 
to make choices .!Jla.t they can live with for the rest. Q~ their ~-

And what is the solution to this mesa that w? find OlffB(~lves in? 
Let ua face the fact that abortion is ,uerely a Bymptom of secularism 
which is a denial of God but, more important, a subjection of civil 
affairs to His law. We must conclude that contraception and abort.ion 
come from the same root and that contraception req~irea abortion as a 
safe, backup measure. So much for denying God and becoming your own 
arbiter of right and wrong. If that's the way our: society is going, 
then Planned Parenthood has done its job well: 

Is the pro-life movement dead? I don't think so. It juet needs 
to be re-vitalized and re-energized but from a different perapective. 
Let ua, first of all, declare that THIS IS A RELIGIOUS WAR. Let us 
proclaim from the housetops that every single abortion is an OFFENSE 
AGAINST AUIIGHTY GOD, the Creator of all life. If every life belongs 
to God and we are fighting for those lives to ~xist from the momert 
of conception, then God is the true "leader of the pro-life movement." 

Let us go after the religious leaders in our locp J. communities 
and bring them the message of what i.t means to be living i.n a nation 
that aborts 15 million precious American babies in lu years. Let us 
courageously show them, through pictures, slides a:rH~ fi lrns, how 
horrible the American holocdust really is. A.Leo, let 1.1a promote our 
leaders in every way we can, as they are the ones in the front lines 
and they need our support and prayers. 

And finally let us remember the worcl•'3 of Pope John Paul 11 when 
he said: "I do not henitate to proclaim befo.re you, and the whole 
world, that human life - from the moment of conception zind through all 
subse41uent states - iE sacred because hWll.an lite is created in the 
image and likeness of God. Nothing surpasses_thiL_g:_r~atne,s or t~ 
dignity of a bumon pei;son." 

Mrs. Gabrielle T. Avery 
2031 Ceday; Court 
Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034 
U.S.A. 
Phone: 503/636-7293 

Respectf\,lly submitted, 

~ill.1_ \.-~ 
Rim~, Italy 
September 27, 1983 
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PLAN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE/II ROME 

REPORT REPRESENTING CENTRAL NEW YORK STATE 

Because of my particular circumstances, I can present only a ske•chy report. 
Specifically, I live in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse, but I can re­
port some activities in other cities in the general "Central New York" area, 
as well as in New York City. 

Diocese of Syracuse 
Positive Negative 

RENEW program 
HOPE fund 
Sadlier parochial school texts 
Prohomosexual activities, through the 

Justice & Peace Commission (diocesan) 
and the Syracuse Gay Freedom League 

Sex education programs(?) 

Sponsoring Natural Family 
Planning activities 

Unfortunately there are a number of prohomosexual groups active in this area, 
most notoriously in Rochester, N.Y., but also in the cities of Ithaca, Oswego, . 
Binghamton, and Geneva. 

Certain "pockets of resistance" do exist. There is an active pro-life group 
working around Utica, N.Y. (this is also Central New York), specifically Oneida 
County Right to Life. 

In Ithaca, N.Y., a newly organized pro-life coalition, involving many faiths, 
has formed around Mr. Norbert Schickel, a young lawyer, who attempted to prevent 
Planned Parenthood's opening an abortion clinic in that city. The Knights of 
Columbus of Ithaca has just decided to join the action by challenging the decis­
ion of ten days . ago by the Zoning Board of Appeals to favor PP. 

In Cortland, N.Y., a young Logos Bookstore owner, Mr. Robert Trexler, is qui­
etly amassing a list of pro-life pe_ople in the area who would like to do some­
thing about the state of affairs. 

In New York City, Mr. James P. McFadden is continuing his apostolate as edi­
tor of the "Human Life Review" and with his work with the National Committee of 
Catholic Laymen. His group is active in helping young women who want to keep 
their expected babies rather than have the unborn babies' lives ended. 

(See over, please.) 
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RECOf1'.MENDATI ONS FROM 'I'HE ITHACA PRO-LIFE COALI'T'I ON - "THE ABOLITI ONT S'I'S", 

Mr. Norbert Schickel III, Director 

1) We have been too closed and defensive so far; however, we should not become 
obnoxious, We cannot impose our ~deas or be judgmental. 
2) We must improve the general climate around us, Pro-life attitudes have to 
become in vogue. People who are fundamentally pro-life have to become able to 
express in public their opposition to abortion·. 
J) We should use humor whenever possible. We should describe reality with ac­
curate, specific phrases. 
4) Do not be side-tracked by "red herring," tangential issues (for example, 
rapo or incest). 
5) Efforts should be made in the area of semantics: use the term "death" or 
"to end a life," not "murder" or "killing." Use terminology correctly: ".lit­
tle babies , " not "fetus" or "by-product of conception," 'IAbortion" has become 
ineffectual and antiseptic as a term. Use "death clinic" rather than "abortj_on 
clinic", 
6) We should use valid analogies and not be dislodged from them, A very effec­
tive one is slavery. In the Lincoln-Douglas debates in the late 1850's, Doug­
las was pro-choice regarding slavery: one should be free to have slaves or not • 

• Lincoln believed-' that no one had the right to choose to own another man. Was 
Lincoln "imposing his morality" upon the country? 
1) The beauty of the pro-life view has to be presented by whatever means, Use 
musical, literary, theatrical, and artistic compositions of all kinds. 
8) 'I'he work must be done with and in the secular media. 

SMALL BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR DISSEMINATION: 
1) The Unaborted Socrates , by Peter Kreeft, Intervarsity Press, Downer's Grove, 

Illinois - humorous "dialogue" 
2) 'l'he iiiyth of Neutrality, A. : !ime for~ Anger, Franky Schaeffer, Crossway Press, 

Westchester, Illinois 
J) An Even Dozen, Ellen Wilson , Human Life Press, New York City - essays 
4) 
5) 

• 
"'l'he Human Life Review," quarterly - II II 

"Assignment Life," film containing controversy by a reporter, New Liberty 
Films , Burbank, California 

Sept. 17 , 1983 

Respectfully submitted, 
~iss Mary E. Gilles 

Revised Sept. 2J, 1983 85 Tompkins St. 
Cortland, N.Y. 13045 
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