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Friday, March 25

-- Pentagon press conference by CJCS -- Vessey/Catto

"1Tow-up: --  Weinberger, Shultz, Vessey, Tower, J kson and group
of foreigners on end TV

--  Kirkpatrick consider address at UN

-- Blair House dinners and Family Theater briefings --
use speech themes



THE WH._ 2 HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 27, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: Dr. Jerry Falwell
Dr. Ron Godwin
Mr. Dick Dingman

Mr. Cal Thomas
FROM: Morton C. Blackwellzézg;
Pursuant to your request for succinct,useable

material, someone has drafted this for you.
=

Please let me know if this is helpful because
more is available from that source.

MCB: jet

1 Enclosure a/s


















f N - . Che American £piscopal Church

;

Office of the Primus

Bishop: The Most Rev. Anthony F. M. Clavier, D.D.
P.0. Box 373, 1416 S.E. 2nd Terrace
1/ Deerfield Beach, Florida 33441
4 (305) 421-3506 » 428-0774

May 18, 1983

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed is an article for the Christian Challenge, a
magazine for traditionalist Episcopalians and Anglicans,
in which I write under the pen name of Bishop Hobeau.

As a Bishop of the Continuing Anglican Movement, I repre-
sent a tradition which hesitates to allow its bishops to
make political statements. However, the recent pastoral
letter of the Roman Catholic bishops in this country, and
its approval by the National Council of Churches, does

seem to indicate that Christians in the Catholic tradition
of the Church are united in their approval of such opinions.
do not think this is the case and I just wanted to point
iout that there is another Christian approach to the problem
f nuclear disarmament.

With all good wishes,
In Christ,

- &)C:\,‘ T’—V\Q(cw‘.&&

Rev. 1wy F.M.

Enclosure
AFMC/11



NO EASY CHOICES

There they were assembled in a ballroom, hundreds of black-suited
bishops eschewing even a touch of purple or an amethyst ring,
labelled with Hibernic-so...ding names. The TV news commentétor
excitedly summarized the contents of a pastoral letter, almost
unanimously approved, calling on the governments of this world

to abandon the use, if not tt postc ssion of nuclear weapons. Al-
though the Catholic faithful of the Roman obedience are not ob-
liged to agree with the contents of the letter, they are obliged,
we are told, to weigh the thoughts of their fathers in God most
carefully. They will be assisted in this endeavor by educational
material, to be used in Sunday schools, parochial school curri-

cula and, one assumes, in the pulpit.

The next day I saw a cartoon of a Russian missile aimed at a
bishop who was retaliating by aiming a paper dart. The part of
me which is a student of secular history filled my mind with the
picture of the same bishops sitting in a similar ballroom being
congratulated on their graduation by Neville Chamberlain, and
each presented with an umbrella and a scrap of paper, after which

of me which i Christian heard our Lord's orc¢ :s forbidding Hi
disciples to regist evil, but rather to overcome evil with good.
In short, I recognized once again the extraordinary problem of
being a Christian in the world and envied old Simon Stylites,

elevated on his pillar in the desert fifteen hundred years ago.
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must here be made. Despite the obvious shortcomings and occas: n-
al brutality of the British Raj, the Empire claimed Christian -
principles - its leader was the Head of the English Church and
Defender of the Faith - and had contributed enormously to Indic¢ s
emergence as a modern nation. Again, Gandhi's actions did not
prevent the cruel dismemberment of the Indian continent, nor the
slaughter of thousands of innocent peoples in communal strife
which continues to this day. But would Mr. Gandhi as an Englics
prime minister have fared as well with Adolph Hitler and his

gang of thugs?

For centuries all but a few Christian communities accepted the
doctrine of the just war. The advent of mass weapons of terrible
destruction has called this doctrine into question. However

we must address the question as to whether weaponry ever consti*ut-
ed the deciding factor about whether a war was just or unjust.
Despite the numbing of our senses by the daily diet of carnage
which accompanies dinner on television news, we must recognize

that all violent death is unjust, whether the means is an arrow

days as gentlemanly sports engaged in by knights in shining ar-
mor. That is Hollywood history. War has always been accompanied
by its \isters, plague, famine, rapine and plunder. War is dread-

ful, is evil and '“e scourge of mankind.
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dained by God, than that exercised by the servants of the Church.
The Church's task is to prooclaim the Gospel. Nor is this a
pietistic mission. We are called to witness to Christian mofality
and that involves denouncing evil and the tools of the Devil
whether they be men or the inventions of men. However, bishops
are not called to rule nations or to control the rulers of nations.
That path has led the Church to error in all sorts of ways. It
is not the task of the Church to call nations to heroic self-sacri-
fice. 1Its task is to call Christians to such a mission. It is
sheer irresponsibility to call a nation's rulers to a policy which
leaves its people naked to aggression and loss of freedom. "Better
Red than dead" is not the actual choice. At the present time,
it is probable that the bishops' philosophy, legislated as govern-
ment policy, would far more likely expose both East and West to
the irresponsible and crazy ploys of international adventurers
than to war between Russia and the United States. A nuclear war
bears not contemplation. But neither does the destabalization of
peoples and nations, the conquest, enslavement and destruction of
whole segments of populations which might well result from the

>st powe;ful nation in the world laying down its arms in a uni-
lateral love-_:ast. A Christian may feel called to martyrdom. A

whole community of Christians may embrace the same calling, but
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the future in the Christian hope. Certainly they should call on
all Christians to return to their task of converting the peoples
of this world both theologically and morally, for such is the co
tribution of the Church. But thank God they were called to be

Apostles and not Presidents.





