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WITH HOLINESS
"Your Hc¢ " "_ness")

TALKING POINTS FOR MEE"
KAREKIN II (Address hin

ul oyl

Express your gratitude at being bestowed the Grand

Cross of Cilicia.

Welcome him to the United States and express your

hope that his visit is successful.

State that America is proud of her citizens of Armenia
heritage and greatly values their contribution to

American society.

Mention that you are proud that "your old job"™ (as Gove
of California) is held by George Deukmeijian,

of Armenian heritage.

Express your understanding of Armenian abhorrence of
violence due to their own tragic experience as victir
of genocide in 1915 which, of course, U.S. policy

recognizes as a historical fact.

Thank him for his efforts toward achieving peace
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BACKGROUND NOTES
: ON
HIS HOLINESS CATHOLICOS KAREKIN II

I ader of the Armenian Apostolic Church based in

Beirut, Lebanon.

His "see" (area of responsibility) includes the Armenian
xrches in the United States, Canada, Greece, Cyprus,

Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, France, Argentina, and Australia.

He assumed his responsibilites earlier this year
following the death of his pi1 lecessor. Prior to that
time, he had served as Acting Catholicos during his
predecessor's illness. He also served as the Armenian
Apostolic Bishop in New York.

His Holiness is undertaking his first Pontifical mission
to the United States and will attend the World Council
of Churches meeting in Vancouver, Canada.





