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Dear Sir, 

■lave-labor i■ used by the Soviet Government in building the 
Siberian natural gas pipeline.Prisoners from concentration camps 
of thrinfamous archipelago GULAG - &1110ng them political prisoners, 
religious believers,prisonera of conscience,also women! - are 
forced to labor under terrible conditions. 
We transmit to you their personal ~eports and cry for help in the 
attached documentation.Please help to dissiminate this information. 
Pree people and the responsible politicians should know about 
this tragic human side of the natural gas deal with the USSR. 
In our view,this deal should be cancelled for moral,humanitarian 
reasons! No economic gain or other benefit to us can justify our 
participation in the exploitation of la.bor slaves.In the Nurem­
berg trials after World War II such forced labor of concentration 
camp inmates has. been termed a crime against mankind and punished 
accordingly.The UN Commission on Human Rights condemns slave labor. 
The Soviet news agency TASS (Aug.8.82) has called the attached 
reports •dirty lies". Should you have any doubts about the pre­
sented evidence,please support our suggestion to send an inter­
national commission of- labor union leaders to the USSR.They 
should inspect the working conditions along the pipeline on the 
spot. 

We would be glad to here your opinion about this! 
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Cha n 

...... ·-­,~~~-~ .. ,.o 
, ....... Udl.UI 

~·Ale•--LUIA 
,... 0, Urt ........ MM,. 1c,-..., ,.....,..e.1 ... --.PmM 0r., ....... 
,WefO,O.WlhNINftMU ,,,_,DrL.._ ...... 
~ ...... ,.,,....._, 

Pltof Ot AtfrHDome1 
lundHllanrlel 1 0 "'ot 0, LWOW.9 Erfle,d t 
ll'rof 0, f • h• ltMKo,a. 011e,re .c,i 
AMuftNf 0111.t.ur1. FreMr..cft 
COf'ltlMllnf"rN •onHe•r•l'AMfl 
Prol Or Welt., Hoet•t 
Prof 0, OttolC.-nk:11 "°' s,.,~ ic., ... 1 • .,..,w, P'oMft 
Pfol l>f Ma,lw,JI., ..... 
l 111 fiHI ,._uoiht•fHI I ,tdtJll\ttl. Oale,f...:ft 
,-,U, Ur Nltoul,n,_ I ,.-.uwt11 
0,C,Offldluo.ttlly 
Mlfttllo Wlfta4'0•. USA 

Prat Or Helffflultt Noltcll• 
LwdellftKNNf'I 
ProtLWIOA•,,.u. Sc11w .. , 
fl'rof Or Qollllotd AtlocM 
Or Pe1er S.9..-, Sc11w .. , 
"11Mllf'IW $1ul llf'I•. Sell-II 
Nllllas l'rll1 "'°" $r.ll1■M:II NOl1,n9 
Of Jo.-1 Sltf!'lt,fte A,~ruof "°" AuO►hul9 
W.,_fl~ Hf'I Sh••le n II p,-
R•y~ ... , .. h-""""""' f 11t,,...etmt1v.1111-
"'"' ()I V1lefthf' I uu:M1 U!JA 
Prof Oi ffleooo, V••t•, o,,.,,..ui 

v ........ v--.: 
V0HdlMHliM 
0, -0 .... ,,,,..,.. Qf'IMIC& 
Ge.sc;l\eNM Vor11u.,...,., I .... 
Scll•l~tt.,. LeoNd MWler 
SP,Kfl•r ... Vort taMM, 
Jorr,Z1-.,.r 
8e1M1., 
llal!UI ao,_,..,, Wllllkh 
H■fl l N•e• n CUpe,. HeftlleOI 
f l'lll'IMd liUftl. 0.,IMl.ol 
Plol Of .u.u, HolnllflL ltewt!lftt41,1 
Edp, l WMI. M(Mft 



I 
I l 



' 
' 

I, 

; 
~ ;r:, 
.1,,; 

~I ,, ,; 
(f . 

:. n~t•_f>I··~ ,. 
,> ·, ··,~ .... ,: .. : .. :, 

; '- ~•:~ :: •• :• -~r/'"'1 t-, 

.i~,;;_ 
.;~~.:1'." i·' ,u'j._ .\ ~ 

'-k"'.. ., ;,. 

~ 1;· 

·:: ... iii~ ,}t{ \:· 
~.}!/::: .. ~i~;_.:. 

• ·• .... ,:, • j ., ' 

~ 

,• .) 

T 
... )' Ji:i':\ .. ;;; _-'.:t-

'•:·,. ,, iM\~ ,,;,;,.·••~,tf;tt 

&·d· . -. ..:;., 

7> " .... ,. .. ~:i-· 
'"· • :1S 

I' ··A·:: 
'.~i'!'. 

·•1. ,., 
• ·'J .... __ 

S1 e 

.,.J•.,.:': 

; '..:~\'.~;,~? 
1.: ~..: ':J.:~:~;r I 

·' l's'"' -,j,jf't-4" • 
f~' 1 K::1l ~:~ .. >/ ,~~.;,.4-::~:;_.!l• ' 

.A. 
~• ,r 

Pi: el . __ -P ._ . . __ 
',.::./'··(,."";\ tt, ~-





l 
! 
I 
I 
I , 

I 
I I 

Map: Gas-Plpellne Siberia-Europe 

Pre race - Dr. Reinhard Gnauck 

Extract From the Soviet Constitution of 1977 

It Is not'ilng new - Yuri Below 

Extract from the Nuremberg-Process-Judgement 

A j;.irldlcel historic commentary - Prof. Wosslenskv 

Definitions 

page 

2 

.3 

4 

5 

6 

9 

Selected statements by witnesses - From the West ••••••••• , • • • 10 
- Peter Bergmann • • . • • • • • • • • . . • • • . • . • . • . • . • • . • . . . . • • • . • • • • 1 
- Avraham Shifrin ..•. • •••••...•• • ••.•...•.••.•.••.•.•••••• 12 
- Machmet Kulmagambeto\l .••.•• , .••.•••. • ••.•.. • ...••.•••• 13 
- Elnar Komp ..••..•.••.•.•••.•..•.•••.. • .•.•.•.••.•..•.••• 14 
- Georgl1 Dawydov •••••.••..•••....•..••..•••.••••.•••••••• 14 
- Boris Well • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••..•.••.••.••• : .•••.••••.••••• 15 

·- Julta Vosnessanskaya •.••.••••..• • ...••.•••...•••.••..••.• 16 

Description of the camp Ja Z - 34/? in Tyumen 17 

Selected statements by witnesses - From the Soviet Union .•••• 24 
- A. P. , Moscow ......................................... 24 
- P. 5. , Moscow ......................................... 25 
- I. P. , Tyumen •••••••.••••••••.•••..••.••••••••.•.••• • • • • 26 

Literature 

Literature - compiled by Prof. A. Kamfnski 

Open Letter to the Chancellor 

Press- Review 

28 

30 

.32 

34 

ISHR orgenl:zes help: "EURO-Parcels for the Poorest of the Poor" 38 

Whet Is the ISHR (IGFM)? 39 



... _____ -------r-

l 
' ,, 



~ 

e. \J 

- -

( 

,!:..:;_ 

-

""'r 
{ 
J 
{ 
J 
1 
t, 
/ 

/ -· ,e;_ =--
--

e LE NING R, Cl O 

:-

--.,.,~ 
1 
.J 
I 

":-

✓. , 

l':J ~ 
1. z 

~ "\.,. 

GAS-PIPELINE SIBERIA-EUROPE 

V :-> ~1~ ; -.:._ 

---- --- -- -- --- -:::=:.-- -==- - -·-- -= = ...., Medveshye 

u s s R 

----

,_ = Forced labour camp 

',J'j;S~ ... ~ 





I 
I ,. 

- 2 -

PREFACE 

In recent months, reports gathered frorn telephone calls and letters arriving 
from the Soviet Union have confirmed t,at large numb8rs or prisoners are being 
employes as cheap labour o:i the construction of the Trans-Siberian gas pipeline 
to Europe, There are civil rights campaigners, prisoners of conscience, 
victims of religious persecution and even worne'l to be found amongst these 
prisoners. 

As In the case of other large construction projects in the USSR the wo,k is 
performed under Inhuman conditions: with poor food, cloth Ing and accommodation, 
and severe punlshmants for fallure to achieve the desired output. 

The reports on the hum:m dimension or the pipeline are at first hand. They are 
a sign from the prisoners themselves, a call for help! 

For this reason the ISHR (IGFM) released the information to the press and thereby 
to the public. The !SHR (IGFM) also appealed to t l,e German Chancell ,Jr Schmidt 
to drop the projects on humanitarian grounds, in an open letter reproduced on 
page3~ The respor.se surprised us all. From the public at large the reaction was 
one of overwhelming support. The proofs are increasing each day. However, 
whilst the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ls st[ll looking into the matter, Chancellor 
Schmidt has already Informed concerned members of the public that these reports 
are "not true". The Soviet news agency , Tass, even speaks of "filthy lies". 
(8th August 1982) 

The ISHR ( IGFM) therefore has provl:led a documrntary file so that t,e reader may 
reach his own decision. We should like to suggest to the governments of Western 
Europe, that they have the working conditions on the pi;:ieline investigated by 
an international committe of trades unionists. We feel that this is also in the best 
interest of the Soviet Union. 

We hope that our efforts will lead to renewed reflection about this pipeline project. 

Should we share the guilt of exploiting forced laboJrers? The Nuremberg processes 
condemned the use of concentration camp prisoners as forced labour. So too, 
does the United Nations regularly condemn the use of forced labour as slavery. 
We too can play our part. We as the !SHR (IGFM) should like to ask all concerned 
people to stand up and be counted - send a parcel to a prisoner or to his family. 
We can assisst you to do so ( see page .:'.8). 

Reinhard Gnauck, M.D. 

Chairman 
International Society for Human Rights 
(Internationale Gese llschart fur Menschenrechte e. V.) 

F rancfort/M. , !n August 198~ 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE UNION 
OF THE SOCIALIST 
SOVIET REPUBLICS 

adopted at the 
7th Extraordinary Session of 
the Prime Soviet of USSR 
at the 
9th Legislation Period 
on 7th October 1977 

CraTU 00. OC5ll3UHoc:n H AeJt.O 'lecTH ltaJICAOl'O CIJO­
C0!5Horo It TPYAY rpa,l(AaJIHHa CCCP - Ao6pocolleCTIIJ,lil 
TPYA B H3l5paHHOH BM ol5AaCTH 06111eCTBe11HO n011.e3HOH 
AellTeAhHOCTH, col5AJOAeHHe TPYAOBOii AHC~W. YltAO• 
HeRHe OT ol5111eCTBeRHO noAe3ROl'O TPYAA BecOBMeCTHMO 
c np~aMH co~CTH'lec1toro ol5~eCTBa. 

Article 60. 

It is the duty and the honour of every citizen 
of the USSR who is able to work to provide 
conscientous labour in his corrmon and useful 
field of work chosen by him and the observation 
of discipline at work. 
Any refusal to perform useful labour to the 
benefit of the society is not comparable with 
the principles of the socialist society. 

- ---------------- -
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IT IS NOTHING NEW ... 

There has been forced labour in the Soviet Union since the very first day of 
it's existence . 

Lenin considered forced labour to be the best means of creat1ng the "new man". 
It was supposed to stimulate the collective consciousness in people. The founders 
of the Soviet Union valued man only in terms of their use to society. They con­
sidered human beings only as a tool. 

The first forced labourers in the Soviet Union were intellectuals and orthodox 
priests, imprisoned on the Solovetskii Islands in the White Sea in the year 1918. 

Later, millions of people, accused of the most various crimes, were interned in 
prison camps. Most of the accusations were purely pretexts, used to generate 
cheap labour. In the 30 years since Stalin's death, such prisoners as these have 
built hundreds of factories, canals, roods and whole towns. All of these were 
so-called "Great achievements of Communism", including such projects as the White 
Sea - Baltic Canal, the Dnieper hydro-electric works, the BAM (Baikal-Amur­
-Magistrale railway), the Moscow Underground, the Volga-Don Canal and huge metal 
foundries in the Urals and Kazachstan. 

Millions of prisoners died before Kruschev exposed Stalin's personality cult in 
1956. However whilst only sehtenced prisoners had been inducted into forced 
labour llp till then, Kruschev introduced a change: henceforth only an administra­
tive order was necessary to force people to work. 

The tragedy of all this is the way in which these prisoners are deprived of all 
their rights, are made to live in inhumane conditions separated from their 
families and suffer from malnutrition and insufficient medical care. 
our attention should not be directed exclusively to the prisoners of conscience. 
All men have a right to decent treatment and so we ~ould be concerned for all 
categories of forced labourers. 

If we are not careful, we too shall suffer because of the existence of forced 
labour. No man is an island, and we run the risk of coarsening ourselves and 
our civilisation by allowing ourselves to become accustomed to the fact of 
forced I abour. 

~ ~,_fa,£/ 
Yuri Below Francfort , in August 1982 
Leader of the working group on the USSR 
in the International Society for Human Rights 

7 
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"Regarding crimes against humanity, 

there is no doubt that political opponents 

have been murdered in Germany before the war 

and that many of them were detained in 

concentration camps under disgracing and 

horrible conditions. such policy of horror 

has certainly been pursued in a great style 

and was in many cases pre-fixed and organized." 

Extracted from a judgement of the 
ttiremberg Processes - 1946 
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NATIONAL SLAVES IN THE SOVIET UNION 
A JURIDICAL HISTORIC COMMENTARY 

by Prof. Michael Woe ■ 1en ■ky, Munich 

The usual Soviet f ormula proclaims vehemently: 
1'he Soviet State was bot·n wl th the word "1,eace" on the lips. 
Another expression follOlll'etl soon aft.erwards: penal servitude 

On 18th January 1918 onJy two ■onths after the October Revolution 
the Co■missarlat o f Justice Issued a decree concernl n~ "penn1 
working groups". 

The first concentration camps, houses of correction and penal 
Jnbour colonies we r e estnbltshed ,luri n g the Red Terror in 
September 1918. In spring 1919 the 8th Congress ot the Party 
Assembly fon111ulated the program of the Bolshevi~t rarty 
specifying amongst o ther things the prtTictple:t of t i1c 
e xe c ution or punis h■ent in t.he Soviet Union : in future 
prisons were to be replnced by houfteS of correction "in order 
to subjugate the c ondamned persons t.o a producing work useful 
to the society". 

In the year 1929 Tr otzky Justified the ■ust or penal servitude 
I n sociBlism and a dvocated the 11 Wlilitarisotlon of labour" nnd 
the creation of " l abour armies". 

After Stalin had c o■e to power, instead of the lnbour arales 
the concentration ca■ps hecnme the r.ore of penal servitude. 
On March 1928 a dec ree waR issued con cerning "penal policy 
nnd the status of penal institutions" as an extension of 
labour colonies. 

1'he decree ol 6th No vemher 1929 of the Central Executive 
Committee and the Coun c il of the Commissaries of the Soviet 
llnion defined pen al institutions nR being hou :..,es o f correction 
In remote regions ur the Soviet Unions as well as labour 
colonies for those people whose punishment did not exce ~d 
three years. 

In the course or t he liq11ldRti on of the Koulaks as a class, 
the stallnien labo ur camps played a new role. A decree 
Issued on 7th Apr il 19}9 concerning the penr,l labour cnaps 
asserted that cont rari ly to the concentrntton cnmps of th~ 
bourgeois regimes, they were no insti tutions serving the 
purpose to extermi na te physica lly the ennemles of the class. 

As this was written three years before the Nazis came to 
power and the firs t extermi nation camps nppeared, the train 
of thoughts of S ta l i n cnn he followed enslly. Indeed from 
1939 the camps In t he Soviet Union became renl extermi n ation 
camps. The evi denc e ls given hy the number of their victims. 
Under the command of Kruschev five to stx millions of 
these vi c tim s of t he GOIII.AG were pos thumously rehnbi 11 ted. 
But thi s was only a f e w of them . Th e Koulnks for instance 
have never been r e babi l l ted, al though Kruschev confided 
to Church I 11 that t he number of Koulaks exterminated In the 
Sta lJnl e n cn•ps a~ountcd to more thnn 10 ■ illions - that is 
more than in the concentration cn11ps of the Nazis. 

However the ■ethod of exteralnatlon was different. tn the 
ca■ps ot Stali n the prisoners ·were rarely executed or •urdered -
they died rather of exhaustion due to faalne and cold as well 
as to the bard work they perforaed. 

After the 20th Congress of the Co-unist Party of the Soviet 
Union (Feburary 1956) the execution or punlsbaent In the Soviet 
Union was a little hu■antzed. The word "colony" replaced the 
word •tca■p•. GOULAG (Adalnlstratlon of the ca■ps of the Uo■e 
Office In the Soviet Union) was changed Into GOUl1U (Adalnis­
tratlve body for penitentiary ■atters) and the nu■ ber of 
prisoners decreased. It increased again in the course of the 
last ten years. 

But the principles of the Soviet execution of punlsh■ent 
re■atnded unchanged. The prtaoners are eiplotted to slave 
labour, and in the opinion of the Western countries they are 
stJll very •any. In the Soviet towns there are on an average 
as ■any prisons as In the Occidental towns, but In 1971 only 
0,3 ~ of condemned people were detained In prisons and it is 
well known that the Soviet prisons are overcrowded. 

As a result there are in the Soviet Union JJO tl ■es ■ore 
prisoners or other categories. They a■ount therefore to 
several •illions - and form a special class of the Soviet 
Society: the class ol the national slaves. 

In the paper I read at the 2nd Vorld Congress for Soviet 
and Eastern studies (Garalscb - Partenkircben, J0.9.-~.I0.1980) 
I already ■entloned the existence of this lowest class of the 
Soviet society. 

The constitution of the Soviet Union does not ■entlon it -
with the exception possibly of a vague allusion In its 
article 60: ''The refusal to acco■plish a labour useful to 
the society Is Incompatible with the principles or the 
socialist society". 

Other official Soviet sources such as "The Principles of the 
Legislation for Correction Labour In the Soviet Union and the 
Republics of the Union or the Penal Codes of the Republics of 
the Union and the Manual "The Soviet Legislation for Correction 
Labour" gt ve inton11ation about the status of theses dJ sfrnn­
chl sed peopl e . 

Host of the• are detained ln colonies tor correction labour 
and in case ot juvenile delinquents in colonies for educational 
labour. 

Apart from the prisoners Included In the categories menti oned 
nbove, there ore also the slave labourers who nre not consi­
dered as prisoners: the banished ..,ho live in exile under the 
supervision of the local authorities, are forced to slave 
labour hut allowed to ■ove about freedly within the limits 
of the place where they are living In exile. As this cater.o ry 
of slave labourers was previously assigned to th~ c onstruc- t i on 
of l•portant chemical plants, one calls the• in s lang 11 c h <' ml st~ 11

• 

As to the prl sonars, ln the slang of the caaps one en 11 s them 
"Zek " (an abbreviation or the word "zalrloutchonny" - prl soner : 

I 
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The last category Includes !lnRlly those who being either 
prisoners nor banished are sentenced to penal servitude by 
verdi~t of the court and carry on working In the saae shop aa 
before their Judg■ent. However the greatest part of their 
salary Is withheld by the state. It Is ■aybe the ■ost l ■pudent 
fora of slavery in the Soviet Union. A variant of this fol"III is 
"the 15 days detention tor hooligania■". The people concerned 
are to word as unskilled workers of burden carriers. This lasl 
group of servitude labourers constitutes the psycbolegical 
and social bridge between the "free" salves of the Soviet 
society and the sla~es of state. 

The labour colonies are subdivided Into four different regi ■ea: 

I. the general regl ■ e 2. tho strengthened regl■o 
J. the severe regl ■e 4. the special regl ■e. 

There are further.ore five groups or colonies for the people 
.., Ht have commfted a crl ■e through want of care or ! ■prudence, 
as well as SJ .1. g roups of colonies for people''belng already on 
the ■end" (these last groups are collecting ca■pa where the 
conditions of detention are no ■ore quite so ~ard). In the 
prisons there are two reglaes: the general regiae and the 
severe regl ■e. 

In the Soviet Union the penal execution Is not limited to the 
~P.tention. Its ■atn princi ple is to exploJt as much as possible 

• ~"tenced people. So It was In the GOULAG of Stalin and 
~ u • • nowadays. But the second principle or the Soviet 
execution of punlshllent was ■odified in the course of years. 
Under the co .. and■ent of Sta lin (fro■ 1939) these principles 
were exploita tion and e~ter■ tnatlon. The al■ was "expiation 
through privations and suffering". As the 111anual of the Uni­
versity Lomonossov in Moscow in the chnpterR treating : 
Tl1d Sovt~t Legisl n tion for Correction Labour'' states it, 
a punishment ls unconceivab le without expiation, consequently 
without suffering a nd pr iva tions. 

Nowadays the Soviet l egls l otlon allows no more to Inflict 
"useless suffering, not Indispensable for the al ■ of the 
punishment" . It ls o f course an uncurrate notion which can be 
interpreted in diffe rent manners. 

In short,.tf the camps o r Stalin were ca111ps of exte1-.tnntion, 
the present colonies are centers ol torture, where the ■atn 
method ls the lntenstfled exploitation of manpower. 

For prJ soners the scheduled ti .. e of work ta 1t8 hours a week 
against 41 hours for the "free" wage labour in the Soviet Union. 
The pri s oners have no vacation privilege even if they have been 
sentenced to 15 or 25 years. The only day off Is Sunday but also 
this day can be declared workin g dRy by the ad■ lnlstratlon of 
the colonies. The years dete ntion do not count as years of 
se rvice and are consequently n o t con si dered when the person 
retires. If a prisoner beco■es di sab l e d during the y e ars of 
detention, tae ts not in title to receive disable pen si on 
until he is set tree. 

w~•-.,.".J;r..-• 

Diaable■ent clal■• of a priaoneram generally not 
accepted. ~rticle 27 ottiprlnctple■ of the leglela­
tlon tor correction labour• atipulatee: •work le 
co■pulaory tor all prisoner••· Conaequently every­
body ta bound to work and fulfil the work nor■• even 
disabled of the flret group who In civil are in bed­
rJdden state and dependent on aaatatance of otbere. 
T6ey are aleo expected to work \8 hours and have no 
vacation privilege.And either the advanced age or 
the qualification of pri ■oner■ i ■ taken into con■ l­
deration by the ad■ lnl ■tratlon. 

Only the regl■e of the labour colony 1 ■ of dect ■ ive 
i■portance. The principle■ etlpulate expree■ ively that 
people detained in colonies with severe regl■e are 
to be aealgned to heavy work. But ae the Soviet news­
paper "Kasachatanakaja Pravda• ■entioned,and this 
applies also to other oolonies : "Prisoner■ are princi-
pally to perfor■ the heayf,■ t work and the work nor■a 
are critical values. Ve can change nothing about it. 
A labour colony is not a sanatoriu■ but a penal · eata­
bltah■ent where one vorka ln the eweat of thy brow•. 

What does labour cost to the etate? Al■oat nothing. 
The greatest part of the wage• of those bani workers 
la withdrawn: 
1. To cover the ■aintenance charges of the ad■ ini-

atratton - i.e. guard• and auperviaora coate. 
2. For the food and clothing of prisoners. 
As the state baa no other expense• in connection 
with the existence of the prisoners, the soviet forced 
labourers finance the■selvea their slavery. All de­
ductions made It re■alna to the prisoner 10 ~ or bl• 
wage• (25 ~ tor disabled of the first and second 
groups). However even this ridiculous reaaintng a■ount 
ts paid only If the prisoner has not offended the 
regl ■e of the colony and fulfilled the work nor■s. 
In case the prisoner has not fulfil theee conditions 
(what happens quite often) he receive■ no ealary at 
all . Further■ ore the ad■ lnletratlon la in title to 
aaelgn the prisoner to underpaid Jobe such as ■aln­
tenance o f the colony and adjoining eatatee. 

In hla writing "About the Dialectical and Historical 
Materialism" Stalin has characterieed a■ongat other 
things the extent of exploitation In different social 
orders. The exploitation of aovlet prieonera corres­
ponds to the exploitation of slaves In slave-holding 
societies described by Stalin, and on the 
■ode! or which he probably organized the Soviet labour 
ca■ps. 

In connection . with correction labour the Soviet legislation 
states "a lllgal relationship between the Soviet · state and 

I 
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th e se n tenced pe ople" a nd he insists on th e fa c t t hat 
t his r e latJ ons h tp is not s et f orth i n a contrac t but 
or i g inat es fr o• a j udgmen t exe cutj o n and ends on the 
da y t he pris oner I s legally dis c harged or dies. 

In the definition of s lave e xpl oita tion give n by Stalin it is pointed out 
tha t s la ves may be sold ,. to rtured or e ve n killed . This applies to 
Sovie t p risoners. The Ge r man Democratic Republic is the on1y country 
of the East Bl ock where it is usual p ractice to sell prisoners to other 
s tates. O n the other hand in the Soviet Union prisoners ma y be 
'
1leased 11 to othe r institutions through the GOUrn.J. Some colonies 

se rve as supplie r s of labourers. The colony and the business ln (JlestJon 
concl ude a cont ract according to which one party has to supply the 
lahourers while the other binds ltseU to o rganize the labour or prisoners 
in product ion zones specially prepared and ts ,-dlling to J>ilY the 
sala r y corresponding 10 t he services - this sa,ary being paid of course 
to the colony admln istra t ion and not to the prisoner. 

Torture s and exte r mination of prisone r s In practice under Stalin have 
been desc ribed above. Nowadays the Soviet penal execution represents 
a permanent torture of the prisoners a nd we a re not speaking of 
abuses commiled by some ofrici a l s but or rules p-escribed by the Soviet 
legisla tion . 

The Sovi et law p oi nts out that the princ ipal element 
of t he c o l ony reg i■ e is "the co■puls ory i s o lati on o f 
the sentenced pe ople and their permanen t surveillanc e" . 
The pr i s oners wear pr i s on un i for■ s, their ■ail i s sub­
mi tted to censor, t he parcels sent t o the■ are contro l­
l ed . They a re not all owed to have money o r valuables 
wi t h them. Nonob ser va nce I s punished and t he good seJzed 
f or the benef it of the sta t e .. ~ 

... We ha ve here de libe r a te ly n ot d e s cri bed infr i gements o r 
off i c i al o ppress i on fr om t he au t hor ities o f the co l onJes. 
Our info r mat ion bas e d only o n s ov i et s ources and espe­
c i ally o n the Sovie t leg i slati on. The Soviet slave la­
bour l s in t he prac t ice worse than t he theory but the 
theo r y is suf f i cien t t o e nable t o take a g rave v i ew o f 
the s i tuati on . It can als o no t hide the existenc e of 
t he slave s o f state in th e Soviet Uni on . 

One c an no t c hoo se o ne' s neighbours and the s oc ial 
struc t ur e In the pretended real soc ialism is as it Js. 
Ou t t his d oes no t ■ean tha t the West ■ay confidently 
pa rti c ipate t o the explo i tatt ,, n o f the slave labourers 
n C th e Ea s t . Th is causes a big p o liti c al et Mo ral da­
ma ge above all to t he Wes t itself . 

Sources : 

1. •s~oo uzakonenlJ• • Moskwa 131d. Nr. 19, Art. 28«. 
2 . •Pq:XJ:-amma KPSS•, Moskwa 1%1. Sette 106 
3 . L. irotzky : •Terrorlsm and Conwnunlam•, Ann-He:-bour-Un. 1961 . 

pp .· n~ - 1~1. 16a - 169 
,. . •Soo:-nik NormaUwnycn Ak:ow ;,o Sowjelak.:Jtnu laprawit.elno-Trudowomu-

Pf"&LJ.J •, Moskwa 1959 . Salte 206 
"5 . dto. Salta 22~ 
6 . llta . Salta 211 
7 . S i- Ju . M. Tkatachewaklj 

•sow. lsprawltelno-Trudowoje Prawa• 1 Moskwa 1971 . Salte 18 
8. M . Wo11alenaklJ : •Cte9a-Structure ol the Soviet Scx:lety•, 0 1. World Congre55 

ror Sovl■t ■nd E■st-Europe■n Study), Ciarmlac1>-Partan1<lrch1m 1980. 
S■ ll■ 7'j5 

9 . •v•rraaaung (Gru~••tz) dar udSSR•. Moskau 1977. Sella 29 
10. Ju . M . Tkatachllwsk lj, •.•. a. Salta 2] 
11 . dto . Salta 21 
1Z . •□snowy Truda..,ogo-llll)r...,ltal,_ S■konodetalatwa RSFSR: Art. 28 
1]. dto. Art. 28 
1,. . Sleha •O■nowy • •• •, Art . )1 
15. Sl■h■ •□snowy •• • • Art . 27 
16 . "Kllsach■tanak■Ja Pr■wd■ ", 1~.,.1,n 
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DEFINITIONS 

The people sentenced to slave labour In the Soviet Union art:3 subdivided in 
several catagorles: 

1) Banished persons: Many prisoners having served a sentance in a penal 
camp are superimposed the punishment of banishment. Some are sent by the 
court directly Into banishment without having been sentenced first to detention 
In a cemp, Within the limits of the place where they have to stay as banished 
persons, the sentenced people my move freely, However they remain permanently 
under the control of the local pollce and must observe curfew. Without permis­
sion of the pollce they must not leave the place. 

2) Prisoners forced to slave labour in camp-owned factories or, If the fac­
tory or building site Is not too far from the camp, are taken to work In convoy 
under close guard, 

3)a) Prisoners being granted conditional freedom sent generally only In 
spring and summer to work on so-called "Great Economic Projects" I.e. the 
gas pipeline. In the slang of the Soviet camps these Rites are called 
"chemistries" and the prisoners under limited control are the "chemists". 
This category does not live ln camps during Its assignment there, Is not under 
the control of the guards of the camp. It ls the reason why these people are called 
"prisoners under llmited supervision". They remain however under the 
permanent control of the local police and ar~ not allowed to leave the place. 
In autumn they are generally taken back to their camp. The months spent at 
the site of forced labour are not considered as time of detention, I.e .• not 
deducted from their sentence. 

b) The people sent for "parasitism" either by sentence of the court or only 
by order of the administration directly and without passing through a camp or 
a prison to "Great Economic Projects". (The people who have worked on private 
basis for themselves Instead of for the state also fall into this category). 

- "Great Economic Projects" are projects of national importance, to the 
construction of which labourers from all parts of the Soviet Union are assigned. 

- In stataments made by witnesses one hears sometimes "prisoners" when 
they mean "prisoners under limited control". Some witnesses speak generally 
of sentenced people and make no difference between the categories. 

{0 
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SELECTED STATEMENTS BY WIT.NESSES 
-FROM THE WEST 

PETER BERGMANN, aged 62, zoological technician (retired) by profession, was sen­
tenced to 3 years (1974-77) imprisonment in a camp because his attempts to 
emigrate. He has been in Germany since July 7th, 1980. 
Address: Eutiner StraBe 14, 4800 Bielefeld 17, West-Germany 

I was in prison camp JaZ 34/2 in Tyumen. Many fellow prisoners told me that there 
were several camps along the route of the pipeline. I cannot remember the addresses 
of these camps any more, but my fellow prisoners did tell me that they were in the 
Taiga and Tundra regions. The prisoners were taken there in handcuffs by helicopter 
and aeroplane. Many of them work on the construction of the railway line from 
Surgut to the north as well as on the earthworks for the gas pipeline. 

The mos-. dangerous and most diffi~ult work is done along the gas pipeline by the 
prisoners. They clear the trees through the Taiga for the pipeline, build roods 
and bridges, barracks and camp buildings. 

There are no more prisoners in the areas where foreign experts are admitted. They 
have already been taken away to build other stretches. All that remain are the 
volonteer Komsomol brigades and the prisoners under limited supervision. 

These prisoners, or "Chemists" as we called them are really seasonal workers. 
In the autumn they are usually taken back to their camps. The months they have 
worked are not counted towards their total sentence, and so most of them serve 
a double sentence. Neither are they put to work of their own volition. On the 
contrary, an administrative order determines where and when they will be sent to 
the "Great Economic Projects". They themselves have no influence on the decision 
and this is reserved for the camp commandants. Such prisoners were despatched from 
my camp to all the towns along the pipeline. They went to Surgut, Urengoy, 
Salechard and even to the Yamal Peninsula where there are many prison camps, 
often with especially strict regimes. 

Prisoners under limited supervision are accommodated in barracks in rooms of 
two or more persons. Bedclothes are only provided if they are directly in a 
town. Sometimes the prisoners also get work clothes. They are issued 
with identity cards and their work pays for their keep. They are always under the 
authority of the commandant and are not entitled to leave the settlement without 
permission. There is also a curfew - at 10.30 PM they have to be in their rooms. 
These prisoners are forbidden to absent themselves from their work and cards and 
alcohol are prohibited. At all times these forced labourers are at the disposition 
of the authorities. 

I I 
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Huge projects, such as the hydro-electric works on the Dnieper, the Volga-Don 
Canal, the BAM and the Taischet-Abakan railway etc. were built with the aid of 
forced labourers. 

Every year 30% of all those sentenced in the courts are sent to these so called 
"Great Economic Projects". 

Prisoners under limited supervision and banished persons are applied to the_ work 
which the volontary workers refuse to do. This is normally the most difficult 
and most dangerous work, demanding the greatest physical exertion. For example, 
loading and unloading ships, railway wagons and other forms of transport, 
clearing vegetation in the Taiga, digging the trenches with shovels and 
spades etc. 

The ph~ical overexertion and the inadequate diet lead to exhaustion and disease. 
Doctors can only be visited with the permission of the supervisot. Many of these 
forced labourers were brought back to the camp because they had spent up to a 
fortnight in hospital. 

Those who do not meet production targets are put into a special isolation (de­
tention). 

Bielefeld, August 1982 



- 12 -

AVRAHAM SHIFRIN, aged 58, profession lawyer, now runs the "Research Centre 
for Prisons, Psychoprisons and Forced Labour Concentration Camps of the USSR". 
In 1953 he was sentenced to death for political reasons, but his sentence was 
convnuted to 25 years in a camp. Of these 25, he served 10 in a camp and 4 in 
banishment before being granted permission to emigrate to Israel. 
Address: 4 Hateena Street, Zikhron Yaakov, Israel 

There is no doubt that forced labour is used in the construction of the Siberian 
gas pipeline. This was already the case in other large construction projects. 
Besides, it is otherwise impossible to find sufficient workers in areas with 
unpleasant climatic conditions, unless they are offered special incentives, such 
as above average high wages. 

There are whole centres of forced labour, towns and regions full of camps along 
the gas pipeline which leads from Urengoy to Tavda. There are 3 camps in Surgut, 
8 in Tavda, 4 in Kungur and several others in Verchoturye, Irbid and Hanty­
-Manssiiskii. Each of these-camps holds between 700 and 2500 prisoners. 

There are single camps as well as whole complexes all along the pipeline which 
leads from the Yamal Peninsula through the Komi ASSR: for example the complex 
at Soch~lag near Medveshye, Salechard nearby and 36 camps in the area of Syktyvkar 
in Mikun. There are also camps in Ust-ussa, workuta and Kotlas between Vuktyl and 
Salechard, but these camps are not directly on the pipeline itself. 

Prison camps for women, where work clothes for forced labourers are produced are 
distributed throughout the whole country. I know of at least 68 such camps {see 
page29: A. Shifrin, USSR ReisefUhrer, 1980). There are similar camps near the 
Siberian pipeline to Europe: in Arkangel, Suyevka (in the region of Kirov), 
Dobruye Wody {in the Perm region), Kopitschilitsy (Perm) and Nishnii Tagil. 
Because of the use of forced labourers on the construction of the pipeline and 
their great suffering, I consider the construction of the pipeline to be i1T1110ral. 

I should also like to bring to the attention of western governments that prisoners 
of conscience are found in each camp destined purely for corrmon criminals. These 
prisoners are mostly members of various national minorities, Christians or simply 
they are seeking permission to emigrate. 

Israel, August 1982 

Note: You can find more information relating to his topic in the publications 
-- of the Res. Centre etc., which we indicated in our list of further reading 

( page 28 ) • 

/t 
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MACHMET KULMAGAMBET0V, aged 52, former teacher of Marxism-Leninism, sentenced to 
prison camp and banishment because of civil rights activities in Kazachstan 
( 1964 - 1972), 
Address: orsinistraBe 6, 8000 t,llnchen 81, west-Germany 

Inmates of prison camps are always used as forced labourers on large projects. 
Naturally the gas pipeline is no exception. Between 1969 and 1972 I worked as 
a banished on the construction of compressor station KS 12 in Mikun, 
Komi ASSR, as well as on the construction of the pipeline in the Wuktyl settlement. 
There are many prisoners under limited supervision who have been transported there 
as forced labourers. 

such compressor stations as the one above are found every 100 - 200 km along the 
whole pipeline. The forced labourers also manufactured concrete bearers and 
supports for the pipes. 

Between_J973 and 1974 I worked as an engineer in a concrete factory in Surgut. 
This factory produces concrete for the construction sites along the pipeline. 
960 forced labourers under strict control worked in this factory. Both the facotry 
and the camp were surrounded by a wall. New camps also arouse in the area of the 
Tyndinskii settlement during the construction of the BAM (Baikal-Amur-Magistrale 
railway). I know - I have worked there. It is widely known, but I can repeat it, 
that whe~ prisoners do not fulfill their work quotas they are punished with 
confinement in the punishment cell. If this happens they are permitted neither 
visits from relatives nor letter contact. 

In the Komi ASSR such prisoners lived in railway wagons. In the WUktyl settlement 
they lived in barracks. They are always under the control of the authorities and 
are not able to move freely. 

Forced labourers are also used on the construction of the gas pipeline from 
Siberia to Europe. For this reason I consider the use of Russian natural gas 
immoral. 

Munich, August 1982 
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EINAR KOMP, aged 50, computer programmer, former political prisoner: 7 years 
in a camp and 3 years banishment - 1969 to 1979. 
Address: Storgatan 64 l~g 923, 17 163 Solna, Sweden 

Forced labourers are used to build the gas pipeline from Siberia to Europe. I 
personally know of the camp complexes at vorkutinskii Lagernii Komplex JuS-34/22 
and Permskii Komplex WS 389. 

During the 1970's prisoners were continually been sent to work on "Great Economic 
Projects", known as "Chemistry" in the slang of the prison camps. 

I disapprove of the gas pipeline deal and suggest that west European governments 
should demand explanations from the Russians about the use of prison camp inmates 
to build the pipeline. 

Sweden, August 1982 

GEORGI! DAVYDOV, aged 40, geologist, sentenced to 7 years in a camp and 3 to 
banishment for activities connected with printing. He served the full sentence. 
Address: HauptstraBe 4, 8045 Ismaning, west-Germany 

It is reasonable to assume that at least prisoners under limited superv1s1on are 
employed on the building of the gas pipeline from Siberia to Europe. 
I know of at least 2 such cases: 
1. v. M. Burzev, on the pipeline "Drushba", in 215 633 Smolensk , Region of Cholm­

-Shirkov; the forced labourers are accommodated in 16 small railway wagons 
( 1980-1981). 

2. R. Kadiyev, in 169 400 Komi ASSR, Uchta, in the ~ttlement of Stroitel KS-10, 
SMV-13, working on the construction of the oxygen station for the gas pipe­
line (1981). 

In the town of Mikun, Region of Ust-Vym , Komi ASSR a large number of prisoners 
under l imited supervision are used on build i ng the pipeline. 

I am categor ically opposed to the completion of thi s project if forced labour is 
the price of such completion . western governments should make their participation 
in t he project conditi onal upon the prohibition of further forced labour. 

Ismaning, August 1982 

I; 
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BORIS WEIL, aged 43, librarian, former political prisoner. Sentenced to 5 years 
in a camp followed by 5 years banistvnent for civil rights activities. 
Address: Lundtoftegade 59, III, tv., 2200 Copenhagen N, Denmark 

Prisoners under limited supervision are used to build the gas pipeline from 
Siberia to Europe, as are prisoners from camps. 

I lived with such forced labourers in the city of Tobolsk, region of Tyumen, 
at the end of the 1960's and early 1970's. (I was in banishment there)~ Then they 
numbered about 500 and were employed in the construction region SU-34 (later 
renamed Tyumen Industrial Construction SU 1). There they built the oil refinery 
at Tobolsk. This was a huge project of great importance. There were also vol111teer 
brigades of the Komsomol there. The forced labourers were acconrnodated in a 
5 storey block in the Klara zetkin Street. 

Their forced labour was governed by corresponding quotas. If a labourer was 
absent thrice, he was sentenced in court to be taken back to his camp. This is 
what happened to a good many of them. 

There are many camps in the region of Tyumen, however I should imagine that only 
the labourers from the camps at Salechard or Surgut are directly or indirectly 
concerned with the construction of the pipeline. 

My infonnation is restricted to the time between 1970 and 1975. 

I am not predisposed to bless the construction of this pipeline using forced 
labourers. 

Denmark, August ·19a2 
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JULIA V0SNESSENSKAYA, aged 42, poetess, sentenced to 5 years banishment for 
participating in the "2nd Culture" movement, the movement of independent writers. 
Her sentence was converted to 2 years in a camp. After serving her sentence she 
was forced to emigrate and has lived since that time i0 Germany. 
Address: RembrandtstraBe 5, 6090 Rilsselsheim-HaBloch,West-Germany 

The town of Kungur lies on the route of the pipeline, and there is a prison camp 
for women near there. The camp is designed for 800 but normally upwards of 2000 
women live there. There is a factory producing working clothes in the camp, 
whose produce is destined for the nearby construction sites and the workers there. 

Why do the women in particular sew the clothes for the "Great Economic Projects"? 
Because they work for a pettance, and because the work quotas are 5 - 8 times as 
high as those of the free clothing factories. 

I myselt..have been in two prison camps, and have gathered information from dozen·s 
of such camps. 

In no camp do the women work less than 12 hours a day, and do so on a diet better 
fitted for a 2 year old child than an adult. The women consrder it a great mis­
fortune to be st tuated near a "Great Economic Project 11

, .for in Russia things are 
built the way the pyramides were: not so much with knowledge and technology but 
with the · use of hordes of slaves. The more difficult the work, the more people 
who are sent to work: Prisoners, called "chemists" (prisoners under limited super­
vision used as forced labourers), builders, free workers. All these men need clothes 

Camps with clothing factories are always overfilled as a consequence. There are 
too few beds. Women sleep on the floor, under the bunks. They live in tents pitched 
between the barracks. Factories ever have sewing machines set up in the corridors 
which are never switched off. The next shift is always standing ready. 

RUsselsheim-HaBloch, August 1982 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE CAMP JAZ-34/2 IN TYUMEN 

alongside the Siberia - Europe gas pipeline. 

Camp Address: 625 014 Tyumen Region, Tyumen, utsch. JaZ-34/2, 
which has been in existence since 1966. The camp is situated approximately 
3 - 5 kilometers North of the town of Tyumen, about 8 - 10 km from the 
station. According to the second in command of the political department, 
the first prisoners lived in tents. They were succeeded byone-storeyed­
-barrack blocks, which in turn were replaced by two-storeyed-houses built 
of bricks. 

In 1966 the prisoners numbered about 600. In 1974 the total reached 3000 
and U. had increased to 4000 by 1977. 

The exact number of prisoners in the camp varies. Each spring (April-May) 
600-700 prisoners are despatched to work on the so-called "Great Economic 
Projects", known as "Chemistry" in the prisoner's slang. In autumn more 
than half ot them are sent back to the camp. Quite apart from this, each 
a.itumn there are prisoners from the transit prisons to accommodate. 

-
In the camp the prisoners are assigned to columns, each containing between 50 
and 200 persons and arranged according to letters. The fourth column is 
called "Column G" for example, and the twelveth "M". There were 17 columns 
in the camp in 1974, and in 1977 23 (perhaps even 24). Each column is 
again divided into work brigades. Two to three brigades, designated by 
numbers, constitute a column. 

The organisation of the camp: 

Lt.bd. Kasakov is in charge of the camp. His deputy is Major Saporoschtschenko. 
The Operations Department is Major Onischtschenko, nicknamed 
"cockroach" by the prisoners. The deputy commander of the Production 

Department ist Captain Sergeyev and his second in command Petuchov. The 
first-aid section is lead by a Lieutenant, a medical assistant by profession. 

The camp itsel f, about 54 hectares in area, is surrounded by a 'forbidden zone" 
consisting of a four-fold fence: a thick double wooden fence, with barbed 
wire coils on both sides. Watchtowers guard the corners of this prohibited 
area. At the north-west part of the area there are double gates with the 
main guard house which controls those entering and leaving. To the left of 
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this is the "Visitors ftluse", a two-storeyed building for relatives 
of the prisoners. 

The interior of the camp is divided into three by fences. Living 
accommodation is in the north-west section; the south-eastern section 
houses the working area and stores and a saw-mill are situated in the 
n-0rth-eastern part. Gates, guarded by watch-towers separate the living 
areas from the working areas. 

The various barrack blocks are each surrounded by a 2-metre high fence 
as an attempt to keep contact between the columns to a minimum. On the 
top of the fence there is a further metre of barbed wire, making the 
fence 3 metres high altogether. 

Production: 

According to official documents, Camp JaZ-34/2 is a branch of the 
Tyumen Engine Factory. What the prisoners achieve is counted towards the 
production figures of the engine factory. According to the camp's economist, 
production has risen steadily and reached a total of 18 million roubels 
in 1976. The factory produces electric lights and grid batteries as well 
as defence equipment. 

working condition and accident prevention: 

As .very little is done in the way of accident prevention, accidents are 
a fact of daily life. The machinery is obsolete. Often they are junk parts, 
rejected by free factories, such as the big stamps which were extremely 
noisy and made the ground tremble. Their mechanism tended to fail at the 
critical moment, so that the press would drop and sever the fingers or the 
hand of the operators. 
Many accidents are caused by the inexperience of the operators, often un­
trained, young prisoners put to work there for"offences against camp 
discipline". The work quotas also constrain the prisoners to greate haste, 
so that the safety rules are ignored. 
The machines are generally defective and lack safety devices . Lathes, 
drills and polishing machines lack safety screens, no protective goggles 
are distributed with the result that prisoners frequently lose an eye. 
In the galvanizing plant the prisoners suffer from skin-wounds caused by 
acid materials. There have even been cases where prisoners have fallen, or 
sometimes been pushed into vats of sulphuric acid. 



- 20 -

In the paint-shop working without masks frequently leads to cases of poisoning, 
This work Is recognized as being damaging to the health, and should be 
compensated by the Issue of a pint or mllk per day. However the mllk, admittedly 
several litres at a time, Is dlstrlbuted once or twice a month. 

The more dangerous or harrnful forms of work, such as working on tie stamps, 
painting or cleaning the outside lavatories are hand8d out as punishments for 

Infringements against the camp rules. 
The authorities combat accidents In their own way: they are not officially registered 
and the victims ere punished. There are permitted no visits, parcels and 

sometimes no letters. 

Prisoner' e living conditions - Accommodation 

The prisoners ere accommodated ln two-storeyed houses. Each column occupies one 
storey, which Is divided lnto 4 rooms - 2 larger rooms of between 50-80 sq. metres 
and 2 smaller ones of about 40-50 sq. metres. 
Lavato rles ere outside. The blocks are furnished with double bunks, mo□tly 
arrangedJ.zi narrow rows of two, and small bedside tables. Normally each table 
ls shared by four men. Each prisoner normally has about 1 sq. metre to call his 
own, but In autumn, when the prisoners return from the "Great Economi c Projects" 
en masse, there ls not even this much space. Then the prisoners must sleep 
whereever they can flnd a space for themselves. 
The above refers only to the two larger rooms. In the smaller rooms each 
prisoner has about 2-3 sq. metres. In there are the "prlvlledged" - brigade 
leaders, those employed in the organization or cultural commi ttees, In short 
anyone wlth some sort of a function In camp life, and who can classify themselves 

as the "clean ones". 

Care of the Prisoners - Average menu 

Breakfast: 200 g of bread, soup, mostly cabbage or potato soup(that ls to say -
fresh cabbage Is available only on the summer , in winter the prisoners are 
served wlth an almost inedible sauerkraut). There are sometimes soups made 
of fish heads. Special days and the vis i ts of control commi ss i ons are marked by 
the issue of noudle or barley soups 

Lunch: 250 g of breed,barley or dried potato soup, sometimes containing a few 
pigs' bones or thin cereal but always prepared w i thout fat and frequently 
unsalted. 

Supper: 200 g of bread, thin soup, as at breakfast, occas i onally fish soup. 

Plgs, bred nearly, are also sometimes slaughtered for the benefit of the prisoners, 
but only the bones ever make their way into the prisoners' kitchen. They only 
receive fresh potatoes In the autumn during ttie harvest. After that they must 
make do wlth the rotting remains. The ~ provisions are used up during the winter, 
and so all that remains Is the overplc led, almost inedible cabbage. Sometimes, 

------ -- - -
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In the spring dried potatoes and tinned vegetables find their way into th:? cooking 
pots after they have been withdrawn from shops as Inedible. In the meantime 
the administrative organs of the camp are well suppl!ed with the products of the 
camp's side Industries. 

Clothing 

The prisoners receive new clothing every two years. Spee::lal work clothes are 
only Issued to those who work outside In winter. They receive felt boots, padded 
jackets and trousers and warm gloves. All others are obliged to work in their 
normal prisoners' clothes, for which they are charged. Parcels or visitors' 
gifts may only consist of winter or summer undsrclothing, and socks or gloves. 

Needles are treasured items in a camp, as their possession ls illegal. Knives 
or needles are therefore carefully hidden. Should a prisoner lose, or have 
confiscated a piece of clothing with a needle sewn into it, then he ls sorrier for 
the loss of the needle than for the article of clothing. Many prisoners own home 
made needles of thin copper wire which they have salvaged from the rubbish In 
the wor~~g zone. 

Washing facilities 

Prisoners are entitled to weekly, scheduled visit to the wash room. Sometimes 
there ls no warm water there, sometimes no c !ear. There are always queues 
and several prisoners will frequently have to use ths same water to wash In. 
The arr Iv~! of prisoners' transports results In the closure of the wash rooms 
and barbers' shops for the established prisoners, as they are reserved for the 
new arr lvals. There are showers in the work zone, but they are reserved for 
the men In the heating plant. 

Laundry 

The prisoners must wash their own clothes, in a room !Jet aside for· the purpo::ie. 
However there are only 6 wash troughs - there is no room for· mor3. Consequently 
it Is rarely possible to wash everything at once, and they are obliged to use 
the smaller wash-basins In the barracks or at their place of work. This is an 
offence punishable with the withholding of parcels or writing rights. Not Infre­
quently the newly washed clothes will be torn up in front of them. 

Insects 

A::i they cannot change their clothes often enough, the prisoners ate often llce­
lnfected, particularly at the end of ear.h quarter when there is so much to do, 
that they can rarerly bath themsalves. 

17 
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The overcrowded barracks are Irredeemable Infected with bugs. They are 
Imported with the convoys of new arrivals. (The cells of the transit prisons 
of Tyumen are rull of bugs ) • 

Epidemics 

There are always flu epidemi cs er outbreaks of other infectious diseases in 
the camps. The worst epidemic (of dysentery) occured between 1975 and 1976. 

During the first hot days of the summ3r of 1975, a few prisoners, employed 
In the forest on the banks of the r Iver Tobol, contracted dysentery. They were 
accused or having drunk water from the river, and instead or releasing them 
from work duties, the camp leader, Kaaakov, punished all the "germ-carriers" 
by withholding their parcels, prohibiting them from making purchases in the 
camp shop and withdrawing their right to receive visits. Nevertheless the 
epidemic spreed, the number or sick rose, and first prisoners died ••• 

The cause or this terrible epidemic ls easily found. On hot days there Is no 
water In the camp, because all the supplies In the pump house are used by 
members of the staff and their families to water their private gardens or for 
other p.Jrpeees of their own. No account ls taken of the pr !sonars and their needs. 
Not only water ror laundry and personal hygiene ls reducted, but also drinking 
water becomes scarce. Finally, there was only water to be had during the 
night and the prisoners had to get up In order to quench their thirst from the 
taps In the wash rooms. When the authorities· became aware of this, they lo eked 
the wash rooms up. This caused a frantic search for water amongst the prisoners 
who were reduced to drinking river water, or waste water from the workshops 
etc •• Then came the epidemic. 

Punishments 

One should emphasize the withdrawal of the right to correspondence, which is 
incidentally not mentioned in article 53 of the law for corr active labour of the 
RSFSR at all. This punishment ls imposed for the following infringements of camp 
rules: smuggllng uncensored letters out of the prison, suspicion of preparing 
an escape, corresponding with "undesirable persons" ( inmates of other camps, 
friends abroad, etc.). Withdrawal of the right to receive letters ls always 
accompanied by the withdrawal of visiting facillties and the pr lvlledge of making 
purchases in the camp shop. The punishment ls imposed upon the orders of the 
camp commandant or his deputy. 
Officially the punishment only concerns letters which have been sent from the 
camp. Post sent to the camp J s treated differently: massive censorship or simple 
confiscation. There Is a further mean of exerting pressure on prisoners: they 
are onlv given the letters of their nearest relatives, and threatened with 
withdrawal of correspondence if they conti~ue to receive letters from non-related 
persons. 
Other camp punishments consist in beatings, special work ( especially difficult 
or dangerous work), hunge- rations, usual1'1 in combination with hard phvsical 
labour, and finally PKT a· , SCH ISO ( camp 1rlson and solltarv confinement). 
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Two examples: Two prisoners from Minsk were suspected of having smuggled 
letters to the outside world. After a long period in the PKT they were beaten 
so much that they were both prepared to admit to an offence that they had not 
committed, and to give testimony against one another. Finally they were 
confined to the PKT again and sentenced to heavy labour on the stamp. 

Another example: A Tartar prisoner had been wounded in a skirmish on the 
Chinese border and possessed a doctors note releasing him from heavy labour. 
Nevertheless he had to drag heavy crates and load onto lorries. At the end 
of his strenght he finally refused to work on a Sunday, which had been declared 
a normal workday. As a result he was beaten unconscl.ous and confined In the 
SCH ISO. Upon leaving the SCHISD he began a hunger strike and was again 
beaten. Totally at a loss he attempted one evening to cut hie arteries. He was 
taken to the camp hospital and when he had recovered to the SCHISO for 15 days. 
He cut hie wrists again and was again sentenced to 15 days In SCH ISO. This 
happened three times in all, so that he spent 45 days In solitary confinement. 
This was too much for him and at length even the camp authorities had to admit 
that he was only flt for light work. He finally left the camp as a complete 
invallde. 

The cam1:1-prison with its special cells for PKT and SCHISO is situated in the 
living area surrounded by a three-fold fence. The prison is divided into cells 
for short term inmates, who only spend one or two days there, cells for longer 
term but not dangerous inmates and cells for especially dangerous prisoners. 
These last cells are reserved for serious offenders who fight each other, and 
especially the weaker ones among them horribly. 
Not Infrequently there are frightful murders in these cells. 
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SELECTED STATEMENTS BY WITNESSES 
- FROM THE SOVIET UNION 

WRITTEN REPORT BY MRS A. P. FROM MOSCOW {JULY 1982): 

My family and I, that is to say, my husband, my children arid I have been 
trying for 5 ~ears to acquire permission to leave Russia. Our applications are 
always rejected, because my uncle is an officer serving in the north in a depart­
ment of the Hanty-Manssiiskii-Rayon. 

My uncle is officially merely a simple engineer in a pioneer unit. Even so the 
authorities declare that he is party to military secrets and so even 20 years 
after his period of service is terminated, we will still not be issued with 
emigrarton papers. 

Towards the end of last year, my uncle appeared unexpectedly in Moscow, saying 
that he had been released from the army owing to illness: In the course of the 
conversation I learned the following facts: 

My uncle had in fact worked as an engineer on various projects, ranging from 
the new ,harbour on the Yamal Peninsula to Perm in the Urals. The officers and 
men were openly told that the construction of the gas pipeline from Siberia to 
Europe would strengthen the defensive capacity of the north of the Soviet Union. 
In the first place the size of the work force would be increased, and then the 
pipeline would considerably ease the difficulties of supplying fuel to the 
military installations in the far n::,rth. we don't even need to do anything our­
selves. The first stage of the work would be completed by prison camp inmates 
and work brigades would only need to continue the work. 

My uncle was astounded at western naivit~. He could not understand how the other 
side would wish to contribute to the military programme of the Soviet Union by 
delivery of their latest technology. The Russian defence ministry had been saved 
millions through this. 

In my uncles opinion, along the entire pipeline there are branch lines for 

supplying military installations with gas. There are basis, launching pads for 
rockets and even weapons factories, as well as their grid network. 

I am not harming my uncle by disclosing this information. He was transferred to a 
nuclear missile base and suffered a severe exposure to radiation. He is now dy ing. 
Nor is he an isolated case - there are hundreds like him. 
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TELEPHONE ACCOUNT FROM MR P.S., MOSCOW, JULY 1982: 

Because of my criticism of the government I was released from my position at the 
Institute of Mining in Moscow. There was no-one in the entire city who was pre­
pared to emp'loy me. The KGB man said to me : "You can always volunteer to work on 
the pipeline, before we send you there anyway. You still have the chance to 

volunteer". 

So I travelled to Tyumen, where I was told to register as an electrician at 
the distributor station at Urengoy. I worked there for a year. Urengoy is a 
small, dirty town with lastily built, barrack like buildings. I shared a room 
in a hostel with three other workers. on my first day at work I was officially 
informed that camp inmates were also at work on the pipeline. Unless I wanted 
to join them I was not to speak to them or speak about them at all. For eleven 
months I was able to observe how badly and injustly the prisoners were treated. 
They we~ subordinate to the volunteer workers, who of course only had to do the 
easier work. If the work was dangerous, then again the prisoners were made to do it . 
However they were then promised a reduction of their sentences. 

In those eleven months I witnessed many fatal accidents, caused by exploding 
gas or toxic fumes. During the summer concrete was delivered in open lorries. 
It often became so hard en route that the prisoners received lacerated hands as 
they attempted to remove it. Ever the heavy equipment delivered from abroad was 
unloaded by unaided prisoners. 

There were always accidents during the test runs. Poor servicing led to many 
breakdowns and the prisoners were made, with inadequate equipment, to put the 
damage right. They had to move the heavy pipes. It often happened that weak 
ropes broke and killed someone. I often tried to raise the matter with the trade 
union but always received the answer that: "You shouldn't feel sorry for_ them -
- they should have been killed long ago. They are happy to be given the chance 

to 'improve' themselves 11
• 

The camp itself was not in Urengoy, but a few kilometers out in the Tundra, so 
t hat t he inhabitants of the town remained unaware of their existence. But I had 
plenty of oppoltlnity to speak with their guards, young soldiers serving there. 
They told me of the high rate of mortal ity of the prisoners and also of the freque nt 
suicides among the young soldiers who < iuld not stand the sight of so much misery. 
Young soldiers were known to turn thei 1 own weapons against themselves in their 
watch-towers. 

·--
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The worst sight to bear was that of the many female prisoners, who were 
obliged to perform the same work as the men. Every evening they returned filthy 
and soaked to their barracks, and had no chance to change or to wash their 
clothes. 

In winter the MWD guards warmed their hands around a fire, clad in sheepskin 
jackets. The prisoners worked on, in their working trousers and scarcely padded 
jackets. 

TELEPHONE ACCOUNT OF MR I. P. FROM TYUMEN, JUNE 1982: 

On the 15th of June, Mr. I. P. telephoned a friend in the west and related 
the foTiowing account: 

Ever when I was in the camp, I had heard about the possibility of working on 
the gas pipeline to Europe. 

Because of the hard conditions in the camps, many irvnates are prepared to 
exchange camp life for the relatively'freer"life of a prisoner under limited 
supervLsion, who can be sent to work on special projects. 

I did this and travelled with 50 other prisoners under limited supervision to 
Tyumen. Together with prisoners from other camps we waited in the transit camp 
for 10 days, whilst the militia and MWD arranged the areas of work. I with 
several others, formed part of "Special Group 7" and was taken to Kirpitschnii, 
a small place near Tyumen. As a prisoner under limited supervision I came under 
the authority of the Area Conrnander. There I lived with 4 others in a railway 
wagon, with just enough room for 4 cots. We had electricity but no water. Others 
lived in barracks, dating from the Stalin era, while others again lived in rapidl y 
erected hostels, usually two storied buildings with no comforts. 

Such places rarely have names. They are mostly known as "Special Group No 
with an indication of the camp authorities for the respective areas. 

II 

Such pri soners as we had t o accept any work whi ch was detailed to us . Pr i soners 

under limited supervision work together with banished or "parasites". There ar-e 
about 6000 in Kirpitschnii. 

Our work consisted mostly of producing glass wool , wrapping the pipes, digging 
the trenches, transporting the armatures and pipe bearers, laying electricity 
or telephone cables and various tasks in the petro-chemical sector. 

1J) 
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Anned soldiers and dogs guardspecific areas, which are also fenced and wired 
off, where the perma frost is worked or rocks blasted. Inmates of camp No. 34/2 "x" 
are transported here in closed railway wagons. These areas are laid out to 
correspond with the progress of the project. 

Food is poor, there is no medical attention, the barracks and wagons are cold 
and _there are frequent cases of drunkeness amongst the workers. 

There are also frequent cases of prisoners under limited supervision receiving 
fresh sentences and being taken back to camps, to continue working behind 
barbed wire. 

At this mome~t there are 14 prison camps wh ich belong to the complex of 
TYUMENLAG: Nishnaya Tavda, Ussetsk, Jalutorovsk, Savodoukovsk Ipim, Malitza, 
two camps in Tobolsk and two more in Tyumen itself. 

All rehtted tasks, such as digging trenches, laying railway tracks, mixing 
concrete and preparing grids for the frar1es are not only done by men, but by 
wooien and minors. It is estimated that about 100 000 forced labourers are 
employed on various tasks associated with .the gas pipeline from Siberia to 

Europe. 

One related task is the manufacture of work clothes. Women, or the inmates 
of psychglogical institutions are used for this. Ever so work clothes are 
still scarce. For example protective gloves are only distributed every six 
months. Mat prisoners wrap rags around their hands, but there are still frequent 
injuries or eczemas occured by working with barbed wire, concrete, glass wool 
or asbestas. Accidents are a part of life. However when the medical orderlies 
are called, they demand to know who is injured, whether the victim is a 
volonteer or an 2EK (the name for prisoners, prisoners under limited supervision, 
bani shed persons). Where an :i'EK is concerned, the orderl ies never bother 
to hurry. 
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OPEN LETTER TO THE CHANCELLOR (Translation) 

Dear Mr. Chancellor I 

Whan Western States co-operate with the Soviet Government In economic 
projects within the USSR, the effects of such co-operation are unfortunately 
always considered in their relation to the States and people in the West. 

With regard to the envisaged gas-pipeline Siberia-Europe, for Instance, 
the preservation of jobs In Germany, the expected benefit and the risk of 
Western Credit-Investments, the possible dependency of our energy supply, 
and other problems are discussed publlcly, This Is, of course, justified. 
However, neither poll ti clans nor the managers of banks and firms who are 
deal!ng with that project In the Federal Republlc of Germany, give any 
thought to the consequences which the gas-pipeline might have on the population 
of the USSR. It Is presupposed that this is a matter of the Soviet 3overnment 
only. But this Is not so. According to reports from the USSR, available to 
the IGFM, there are about 100 ODO prisoners employed along the gas-pipeline 
under Inhuman conditions, many of them are political prisoners ( see attached 
Press Release). We share the gullt In the exploitation of these people and 
the "Preservation of Jobs" - according to ;:,ress releases about 6 ODO - ls 
morally questionable. 

When German firm□ are 1;1ccused to support the apartheid pollcy of South Africa 
by employing black workers, then any co-operation with a GOl/:!rnment who 
forces polltlcal prisoners to work app~ars In a dubious light. 

The fact that the Sovlat Government compe ls political prisoners to for ced labour 
Is wellknown for a long time and It has been documented in numerous publications 
and should also not be a secret to Western Governments. 
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Are we, In our selfishness, allowed to tolerate maltreatment and P.xploltatlon 
of these Innocent people? 

This Is both morally and legally not acceptable I 

Therefore, we request the Federal Government to cancel the gas-pipe deal 
with the Soviet Union out of solldarity with the supressed people In that 
country. 

We appeal to the Members of the Deutsche Bundestag to adopt a resolution 
(as done In a elmllar action on 18 December 1982 In respect to Poland) 
to request the Federal Government to do so. 

Dear Mr. Chancellor, 

Please be the speaker of those silenced people in the USSR and of all free 
people In the West who reject this gas-pipe deal for humanitarian and 
moral reasons. 

Yours rw:ipectfull y, 
International Society for Human Rights 

R!~=: M?--
Presldsnt 

Annex: IGFM Press Re lase of 23 June 1982 

--
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PRESS- REVIEW 

Die "Walt" 9.8.82 

DER KOMMENT AR 

Beweislast 
ENNOvonLOEWENSTERN 

nun1 vor en Konsequen­
zen im BUndnis oder vor der 
Gerahr, Moskaus RUstun1 
zu stirken, erreicht hat: ein 
emsthafte1 Oberdenken des 
Gas-Rohren-Geschiiftl, Was 
in Bonn erst einmal als un­
bewiesen vom Tisch 1e-­
wischt wurde, hat nun die 
f'ranwsische fte&ierung zu 
einer Weisun1 an ihre Mos­
kauer Botschaft veranla.Bt: 
nachzupriifen, ob die So­
wjetunion beim Bau der 
Gasleitun1 KZ-Hiiftlin1e 
einsetzen wlrd. 

Moskau selber hat durch 
ein kra.B utilitari1ti1Ches 
Tass-Dementi den Verdacht 
noch verstirkt: . Jeder ver­
niinfti1e Mensch wird einae­
hen, da.B ein solches Rlesen­
projekt die Ausarbeitun1 
und die AnatrenlUJll durch 
eine starke Induatrie zwin• · 
1end macht, di. die modem­
sten Errun1enachaften von 
Wlssenachaft und Technik 
z:um Einsatz brin,t. • 

Jeder vemilntt11e Mensch 
wei.B, da.B dieae1 System 
dennoch halbverhun1erte 
und technisch weni1 ver­
sierte Arbeitssklaven seit je­
her bei technisch aufwendi­
gen Vorhaben einsetz:te, ehe 
die Ingenieure antreten; 
vom Wei.Bmeerkanal mit sei­
nen hunderttausenden To­
ten bis zu den sibiriachen 

Blei- und Goldgruben. Denn 
achaufeln konnen sie alle­
mal, bis sie selber einge­
schaufelt werden. Jeder ver­
ni.inftige Mensch wei.B auch. 
da.B die Geheimpolizei be­
reit steht, nach Bedarfjeder­
zeit neue Arbeitssklaven 
einzufan1en. Jeder vemi.inf­
ti&e Mensch hat vermerkt, 
da.B Tass nicht einmal zu 
dementieren wagt, · da.B es 
Konzentrationslager und 
Hiiftlinge fiir Arbeitseinsat­
ze gibt. 

Die franzosische Regie­
rung hat vie! weltpoliti­

schen Unfug getrieben, aber 
sie besteht darauf, die Men­
schenrechte emst zu neh­
men. Mlt Recht wird von 
Beobachtem in Moskau dar­
auf hin,ewiesen, da.B das 
Sowjetsystem ein freies ·· 
Herumreisen und Nach­
schauen nicht zulii.Bt. Aber 
in Paris wei.B man genau so 
,ut wie in Bonn, da.B die 
Bewelalast bei den Arbeit-
1ebem vom Wei.Bmeerkanal 
lle,t. Inapektionen 1ehoren 
zu den • vertrauensbilden­
den Ma.Bnahmen•, von den 
Kemwatten bis zu den Kon­
zentrationsla1em. Wer sie 
verwelgert, der wei.B, war­
um. Wer die Verweigerung 
mitgeteilt erhiilt, wei.B auch, 
warum. Eine Regierung, die 
dennoch du Rohrenge­
schiift machte, diirfte sich 
nie mehr als Hort der Men­
schenrechte darstellen. 

FAZ 3.8.82 

Paris li8t Berlcbte Uber 
Gefan1enen-Elusatz prlife~ 

wllrtl1en Reglerun1 massenwelse 1rolle 
LU1en produzlert•. Washington wolle 
mit ellen Mltteln du Erdgas-R6hren• 
Geschll.ft mit westeuropllschen Flrmen 
zum Schetiern bringen. Ober den an-
1ebllchen Elnsatz von Gefangenen hat• 
le Im letzten Monat erstmals die In 
Frankfurt ansissige Jntemationale. 
Geseltschaft tilr Mensshenn:chte.. be­
rlchiet. Banach "sind mindestens 10 000 
Strafgefangene sowle mehrere zchntau­
send weltere Hliftllnge anderer Katego­
rien bezlchungswelse Verbannte Im 
zwangsweisen Einsatz", ~chrieb Vor­
standssprecher Ziegler. Tass dazu: 
. Dlese drecklge LUge erfordert eigent­
lich kein Dementi : Jeder vernilnftlge 

MOSKAU, 8. August (dpa), Westllche 
Berlchte Uber den Elnaat1 von Getan-
1enen belm Bau der neuen Erd1aalel­
tun1 von Slblrlen an die Westgrenze 
der SowJetunlon 1lnd am Sonnta1 von 
der Moakauer Nachrlchtenagentur 
Tass als . dre,:ldge LU«e• zurOckge­
wiesen worden. Tas1 bezog alch unter 
andercm auf i!lnen Berlcht der franzo­
alschen Zeltung .France Solr" vom 
Vortag und iiullertc den Verdacht, dall 
Washington Urheber dleser . sensation" 
sei. "' .. dort werden unter der gegen ... 

Die "Walt" 9.8 . 82 

Zwangsarbeiter: 
T~ spricht von 
dreckiger Liige 

AFP/DW. Moekau 
InConnationen iiber den an1ebli­

chen Einsatz politischer Hiftlince 
in der Sowjetunion fiir den Bauder 
europaisch-sibiruchen Erdgulei­
tun1 haben in Moskau 'lnte pole­
mlsche Reaktionen ausgelost. Offi­
zielle Stellungnahmen wurden da­
zu abgelehnt. Von offizioser Seite 
hid es jedoch, der Bericht der 
Int.c~tionalen Menscheruechts­use haft m tiiniiUrt, wohaCh 
menrere !au.send Polithliftllnge an 
dem Pipeline-Bau· beschiftiat sind, 
babe die Untenninlerun1 du Gu­
leitunpprojekta zum Zweck, nach­
dem das .amerikaniache Embar10 
eescheitert• sei. Die 10wjetlsche 
Nachrichtena,entur Tass sprach 
von einer . drecki1en Lil,e". 

In den westllchen Botschaften In 
Moskau wird die An1ele1enheit je­
doch aehr emit 1enommen. Die 
tranziisische Regierun1 forderte 
am Freital ihre diplomatische Ver­
tretunc auC, iiber die Anachuldi­
eunaen der Menschenrech~sell­
schaft zu ermitteln. Die Existenz 
von Arbeitslagem wird in der 
UdSSR offiziell zu1e4t!ben. Nach 
Anpben von Re11111ekritikem 
werden dort politische Hiiftlin,e 
intemiert. . Die X..ger bleiben ein 
Reservoir tlir billiee Arbeitskriif­
te•, venicherte ein Dissident ,.,. 
1eniiber AFP. 

Mehrere Oppositionsgruppen ha­
ben in den vergancenen J ahren 
venucht, verurteilten Diuidenten 
in die venchiedenen X..ger zu Col­
een. Von ihnen hat die Jotcrnatio­
aale Menschenm,~eeif.Uschaft... 

ie lnfonnaUonen u r7iftlings­
einsatz am Pipeline-Bau erhalten. 
Wie sie versichem, konnen sie ihre 
Behauptungen durch direkte Zeu­
genaussa1en beleeen. 

Mensch wlrd elnsehen, daJl eln 1olcheis 
RlesenproJekt die Au1arbe1tun1 und die 
Anstrengungen durch elne starke Indu• 
1trle zwln1end macht, die die modem­
sten Errunaenachatten von Wfaaen• 
schaft und Tecbnlk zum Elnlatz 
brlngt. • Unterdessen wurde bekannt, 
dall d ie !ranzijsische Botscbaft In Mo1-
kau prilfen soil, ob an der sowjetlschen 
Erdgasleitung nach Westeuropa wlrl<• 
Uch unter schwersten Bedlngungen po­
litlsche Hiiftllnge aus der SowJetun!on 
arbelten milsse·n. Das Au.Oenminlste­
r ium In Paris bcauftragte die Botschaft, 
den Angaben der Internatlonalen Ge­
sellscha!t !iir Menschenrechte nachzu­
gehen. 
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Arail News - Juns 26, 1382 

Soviets said using farced labor 
FRANKFURT, June 25 (AP) - The 

Sovlell folce 1boul 100,000 ...-,, 11 le■II 
10,000 oft• prilon illm■tet, to mlp build 
the• CODUCMnltl Siberian ~hml ••• 
pipellnl·to w ... m Europe, 1111 Franli:furt­
b■acd 11\1~ Society i,r Human 
Rl1htl 11 , . · •. . 
:-Jii"'pmr,.tor betdcun-,de■I, viaor­
·oa1y.~ 1'J l'lelidint Ronald RNa•n. 
lbi ~t ..... liJ CIOlllplete the 3,000 mile 
pipeline ~ year daptte I Wubin1toa-
ordeted 1111b■rJ: on A~~~:~sipled 

-~~ .... ..i . ... . ......m■aynew _ 

bad labor Cllllpl 1p1un1 up in 
the pllt two ,e■n," I axiety 111-111 said. 
"In Ult hblm llotll one of tlie,e Cllnten is 
■Ida IP of.elpe campa," It added. Othen 
IN nea s...., Tnd■, Tyumen, lrbit and 
.yne, the ....... llid. . 

In the c:ampa,_prilonen are accommo<.lat~d 

Tr-iE TIME MAGA ZIN 
30.8.1982 

IOVIETUNION 

GulagGas? 
New charge1 on. the pipeline 

The Soviet Union bu not allowed 
W•tem correspondents to visit silel 

in Siberia whc9 workmen are buildina 
the conuovenlal 3,000-mile natural au 
pipeliM to Western Ewope. Frankfurt's 
reepected International Aaociation Cor 
Hum■11 K@ili &ii suaaesied I ciiilliiii 
expliniilon for that refusal. In lotten 
mailed to Welt Oonnan Chancellor Hel­
mut Schmidt, French l'relident F~ 
Mitterrand and the Fron/rJimn A//ge­
mnn• Zntun,, tho uacxiation charged 
that the Soviet Union is usin& up to 
100,000 priaonon to build the pipeline. 
TIMI claim la ha-' on i.niormation Crom 
1mugled letten and ft'om interviewa with 
contlctl lnalde the Soviet Union. The Co­
penhqen-bued Intematlonal Sakharov 
Committee, which was founded to uphold 
human ri&hll and defend Soviet dilli­
denll, lncludin& Physicllt and Nobel 
Peace PriDwinner Andrei Sakharov, bu 
made limllar allegations. Tho committee 
bu w■med that "conditiom in U.. 
CIIDPI are auch that• larae numb, J( the 
prisonen will not survivo." 

in camps unsuitable to protect them from tbt 
freezin1 winter cold. Deir 1upply li11111ioa 
wu very bad, tm tll'-Dt 11id. 

The forced· labor wu made up of ■boul 
10,000 penoM ,emq prllon aentenon '1r 
crimes, '.' the rcmaindinm priaoneraof otllll 
c1t11orie1, indud-, .,.baaed • pe~· 
1mon1 them maay womiln M!f Cldlrf)' ~ 
~le, tbc IIIIClllCDI llid. . . . 

The Soviet DCWI agency TASS do­
nouncod the acaatiom u udirty liea." In 
I letter to the 7TIMI of London, NO\'Olti 
Preu Aaency Editor Sergei Sneaov Mid. 
that pipeline worken havo to be hilb1Y 
alrilled and are paid hiaher than norm■1 
wages to make up for the ditlicult worldna 
conditionl. 

The charpt have embarrlued Welt• 
em Ewopean aovemmenll, whole partic­
ipation in the pipeline project is opPQled 
t,y tho Reapn Administration. Aloia 
Mertel, Coreiaii policy spokesman Cor 
Weat Germany's OPPQlition Christian 
Democrats, bu uked Schmidt whether 
his BOVCmment would ''unwittinalY be­
come an accomplice" of• concentration­
camp system. Waahin&ton has not liken 
advantage or the latest 1CCU11tiona to 
prea its view that Weatern European aov· 
emments are givina unwarranted uais­
tance to the Soviet economy. 

I ndeed, State Department analysta aay 
that "there are no hard (acts at this 

point" to substantiate the hum1n ri&hts 
organi1.ationa' charges. Weat Oennan and 
French officials are similarly cauti0111 but 
hive asked their embuaiea in Moecow to 
look into the matter. Tho alleptiom are 
quite plausible. The Soviet Union bu re­
lied on prison-camp labor (or ffllllive 
construction projccU in the put, includ­
ina the trans-Siberian railroad, the White 
Sea Canal and the Moacow subway. Dilli­
dent Author Vladimir BukOYlky, who WU 
releued Crom Ii Soviet prilon in 1976 and 
now lives in England, says that while 
akilled worken probably are nNded to u­
aemble the pipeline, prilonen can be Ulod 
(or such wka u clearing a -Y through 
vu1 forestl. Says he: "Gulag labor is an 
integral oart of the Soviet economy," ■ 

-
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Daily Tal3graph, 
14.8 . 1932 

PIPELINE 
DRIVE: 
BY RUSSE( 

By NIGEL WADE 
la MtK.w 

l\~ILE TunsatliiDtic 
wranglinc intensifies 

over President Reagan's 
efforts to s top Europtan 
firms supplying equipment 
for 1hr Siberian gas pipr­
lint, Sov iet ollicials report 
progress on earl.v construr.­
uon along the pipeline 
route . 
Optimistic: claim$ arr 11h11 

, ~inc made about the dev,lnp­
. mrnt bv Snvirt industry of 25-
; mc,:awatt tas-pumpinc turbin~s 
" 'bich Snvit.t officia ls sa\' ar~ 
the equal of Wrstern rquh'· 
mrnt blocked by America, 
sanctions. 

I· .. ' ,, 

ln a mo,·c which has created 
~rriou5 frictio n betwren th"! 
United Stales aud Westtrn 
F.urope, Mr Rrau n has barrerl 
1::urop~an, companiPt u ~in,:: 
American lict>nces from deliw:r• ,· 
~~~au::ri:r t:!i~t l~:vor~~!~~ 
in the Polish crisis. 

I The Kremlin has publicl~· 
linderlaken to complete the. 

.. 2.900-mile pipe!i .. as planoed. 
\ 1 ? ~. · · I in the fint quartrr of 1984. It 

' • • r.< desienrd to ddh·•~ ◄0,000 
million cubic m,trcs of gas to 
Western Europe annuall, . 
brin,inlf Jlussia an estimated 

f · - , . annual income of N,500 miUioo tt,.; l ;:,:_,. J pouads. ~,:f,r .. : 
.. · ,-,, "'· .,. 
. .......... , .. ... 'I. 

Onr-ridiDC priority 

} ' .. 

., __ .,. .. 
i. 

·' •; 
-.J':"'~.----

I 
The Soviet Gnver-nt h■s 

1iven H over-rid.in1 prioric, to 
c0111plctiac tbe thae • time. 
with c.,ch,sivdy , Sovlft eg~ 

. mf'nt if neciesur,~E., _ i - 1 

I The Soviet system mailn It 

I possible for the Government ta 
focus aU ·ffCeSSary resources OIi 

•••• ;. .... l"!':-

a 
i acilicvinc tllis goal, ttCudiNS , • .. • , -, . 
i of the cest · iJl terms· of m-,, .,_ 1..1~ · ~ :~• · , " " ;l • 

1 orclisrvP,U1111 to othu iadwtrifl ;: i.;11,Z,s~ S:C \!,; 0•· .., : .~ J. -t·' 

r~:f i~'-:;·;f Jf I~~~;;~;'· 
-,~ ~ - ~~ 

1 sectors. • · • •c 
· More •lilaa-200 milee Ill pi,;,,, · 

was wclded into place hy UM 
btiinninc of Au1111st. accardillc =-- '? ,!.•~~-• 
In Mr Grigorv Sudobi<a. a •· J" . - . 

; n~puty Mini5ter 'for Oil Jndu!ts,, · - - - - ' ~ • 
! ConstnrctiOL . An •~•&e of 
: fnur•=tnrl-a-half mil,.c of pipe 
wa< lw.ini added daily. • . • 

Officials say 58 rncrbanlSf',f -~ . 
tr.ams arr. workinf on. the lint!. a. • 
Moscow ha~ rejected sprcul■• 
tion'Jx,..L! - · 
ri,ht'ii: ,rnu 
fiflsont-ri ma,· be involved. ■nd 
\Vc•stern diplomats in Moscow 
'i:av thev know or nn evidence 
to· support this , uggestioo. 

Visits not allowed 
nut requests by We,t~rn 

diplrji,ats and newsmen to ,·i,it 
the pipeline or factories m•k• 
ing paras for it have been 
repeatedly refused. 

A recent Mo~r.ow Radio 
broadcast said .\'ount Ea,t 
C"rerman, would work nn, thr. 
project ir, Wr.stern Ru,si\. ThP­
initial srrtion of the rnutr. 
~tartin ~ ntar Urrrt,tn~ in \,Ypc-t. 
,rn Sibrrio, r.ro~<e! about lflll 
mile.• of pf'rmafro•t and 400 
miles of mar>hland. 

Soviet r,ew,papeu describ,, 
cnnvo.v~ or Jorri,11 c1rryfni 
workers and supplies . )lattlina 
to "et throa~h 11,p_ " notorinus 

;,, -e.: 

,!, 

; I 

I 
Tai«• swamps_ ll~dlinc for · 
hundreds of mllet. , .- - -e 

Plannin1 for ,tt,e milafc!UlcnJl 

! :~r::::r u :.:::i.:0!ar1t~. = _::~- .=., 

I upectcd. thanks to ,plaoto,rapb_v 
I from outer space, accordial to 
Soviet engineers. 
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Woman on forced-labour . 
i·-~ 
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France Solr, Perle, ~-!l.62 - - -- 682 JOO 
000 

The Kacea Hacald • Saaul • 26. • . 

GHteborgs Handels- { { • · · 

1100,000 people said in_ J~r::ed ;~~-?,···•••Tldnlng, bagnards 
j labor f o::,, ~If gas pipe ine . . . 

~~-l~ KGB utnyttjar travai/Jent ~ 
::~~~!~r~~:!~t::•~ 10 00 I -fao ngar ,..,..l"lo. - ..J the So•lets Pan t year de,pite 

8 au9a~ a mile pipeline nex embar10 on , 

Wu"•-~,::,;-:,.,._, ... .,_ ■ . . . . . 

§f;S:;~ 10··,g ·_ •a' s~,-ed_n_ ing ·-,.~ ·en 
11 ~l4,ii·~= . ~. . nlnftri --.. !!lblk· Sluen . . ,, 

..,. ..... ,--:-_. - - Fdm..,nlnwnatio .. Uallin, i£t: -•• ent del dusulents. 
co!::m=t_:m.:9'.•iwr ... :••,= :; Ii~ ritti1.heterpa i Frankfuh rtti -:.entals politiska OCCUS J ~ 1 0 000 
aultable to I ~n:-:,ld. Their aappl~mmande _rapporter.... ard O ---'•s for bye- na-i . ceux-1a,. . • ....... ··•..,..._ .. __ • ... ..................... . eobunpn .r, .... • • 

=i"::'.:,_ ...... ::!.:::: !':,~ ::4.:, _..,..., _ ide..U,,. pa1 prisonnien politique~ •---:::.-.=:.- Sil,i,le..-V .. ..._ "mirbmlnp ...... intel- y_,........_ =-=-~":."':., :r:-;;;,:..... -:::... "-::I '. Blud "~'; fi1r nvibnde polltisb npP- OUP de ...... • _,, de -=-;;;.:: 
".,._. ~ .., aid. I ktaell• IOm ...... . C propo■ du fa- ncmbreux 

-...,.._ ... _ ...... e . ' -..-... doUoft I•••••••~ "t:.::. ....... -...::=_.,. -• . bimfadl.rlllmen"l!ndacllvan .._.., _, 11;@....!•LJ!'hii,,.::i ~-::!::w-.=:: . Bl!""'!!"";"ir tu.rdlaadainpatiqmedden l~-=-=-=~•-.::~.:i--
allowed 1a to tmpect ~ - Den1sontjs liv" • oc•b porten •tt pn. - zalnes de mUUers de prt- Prl!mlen deltinata1Ne ":,: 
cldea, ii. etatement_ _ ___ uppseendniqmn e np . Sid. 3 ■onnier■ des IOUlap au:; rM1a11oao : c1ewr c1oa ~- . _,..._.,., a:n,.,..,..,., 
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ISHR ORGANIZES HELP: 
"EURO-PARCELS FOR THE POOREST OF THE P00R" 

Since many years IGFM sends food parcels to relatives of convicted 
and exiled people in the USSR. The European Parliament supports 
these actions and have recently appealed by resolution to citizens 
of all EC-Memberstates to participate in this parcel action by donation. 

Dear Reader, 

if you want to help these poorest of the poor, you can do so by 
following ways: 

1. we shall be pleased to mail a parcel for you (minimum costs for 
a food parcel, including mailing and insurance: OM 180.- ; a 
parcel containing clothes: OM 500.-), in case the relevant amount 
or even a part of it you may transfer to one of our following accounts: 

Transfer from abroad: IGFM, Deutsche Bank A.G. 
D-6000 Frankfurt/M. 
Code-No. 500 700 10 
Acc. No. 405 2031 

IGFM, PSA Frankfurt/M., Acc. No. 4221-608 
IGFM, Kreissparkasse, 0-6380 Bad Homburg v.d.H. 
Code-No. 500 520 09, Acc. No. 86 

Upon your request we provide you with the name and address of the recipient. 

2. we provide you with the addresses of relatives of convicted or exiled to 
whom you may wish to send a parcel or letter, if possible. 

3. To protest against the use of forced labour and to write to the 
follo~ing addresses: 

The 
Minister of Petroleum-
and Gas- Industries , 

Mr. Costandov 
Moscow 
USSR 

The 
Ambassador of the USSR 
Mr. Semionov 
waldstr. 42 
0-5300 Bonn 
Federal Republic of Germany 



, . 

.. 

[ ' 
i 



- 39 -

WHAT IS 
the ISHR (IGFM)? 
Several organizations around the world are active in de­
fence of human rights, and, each In their own way, they 
are accomplishiRg excellent rHults. Nevertheless, this 
activity has a certain number of gaps. The International 
Society for Human Rights tries to fill these gaps. 
Our activities are based primarily on the Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights, proclaimed by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations on 10 December 1948: 

Active support of requettl drawn to our attention, 
whether in general, or In particular ca-. Public disclo­
sure and denunciation of all violations of human rights. 
Development of projects and suggestions for politicians 
and state institutions. Collaboration with International 
organizations. Improvement of international tolerance 
and understanding. Setting a per90nal example to mo­
tivate citizens to fight for human rights. Recruitment 
of new members to the Society. We are acting indivi­
dually and do not wait for the state to intervene. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP IN THE FIGHT 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS7 

«My time is my life. In giving a part of my time to some­
one, I give him a part of my life», says a proverb. Too often 
we waste our time, and therefore our lives, with trifles or 
futile amusements which bring us nowhere and give us no 
satisfaction. Use the time given to you to help other people 
obtain a little more justice and dignity. Contribute to the 
realisation of this great undertaking, HUMAN RIGHTS 
FOR ALL PEOPLES - join our organization. 

Our Society is free and independent and wa attach particu­
lar importance· to what you can personally achieve, by 
carrying out your own ideas and initiatives in your own 
way. We will do our belt to help you . 

You can participate in the activities of the Society in the 
following ways: 

Individual activity where no group exists. 
- Working together with a group, 
- As a member of a working group. 

A working group consists of a number of people working to­
gether, regardless of where they live. Their activities are as 
follows: aid in individual cases, writing and circulating ap-

The International Society for Human Rights is an humani­
tarian organization. Consequently, our activities are as fol­
lows: 

Assistance to all those isolated individuals or groups 
who are striving for the realisation of human rights; to 

ISHR-Adresses for further information : 

those doing it in their country without the use of vio­
lence; to those who are persecuted for 'exercising' 
these rights. Our help is not limited to political prisoners 
alone. We also Intervene in cases of separated families, 
for example. 
Active support of requests drawn to our attention, 
whether in general, or in particular cases. Public disclo· 
sure and denunciation of all violations of human rights. 
Development of projects and suggestions for politlclans 
and state institutions. Collaboration with International 
organizations. Improvement of International tolerance 
and understanding. Setting a personal example to mo­
tivate citiz- to fight for human rights. Recruitment 
of new members to the Society. We are acting indivi­
dually and do not wait for the state to intervene. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP IN THE FIGHT 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS7 

«My ti~e is .my life. In giving a part of my time to some­
one, I grve hm a part of my life», says a proverb. Too ofter 
we_ waste our time, and therefore our lives, with trifles or 
futde a~usements which bring us nowhere and give us no 
satrsfact,o~- Use the _time given to you to help other people 
obt~,n .a little more Justice and dignity. Contribute to the 
reallsatron of this great undertaking, HUMAN RIGHTS 
FOR ALL PEOPLES - join our organization. 

Our_ Society is free and independent and we attach particu­
lar ''!1portance to what you can personally achieve, by 
carrying ou_t your own ideas and initiatives in your own 
way. We wrll do our best to help you. 

You can participate in the activities of the Society in the 
followrng ways: 

Individual activity where no group exists. 
Working together with a group. 
As a member of a working group. 

A working group consists of a number of people working to­
gether, regardless of where they live. Their activities are as 
follows: aid in individual cases, writing and circulating ap­

peal!, d~cuments etc .. . , _organization and participation of 
~ultr-r91,1ronal ~nstr~trons and press conferences, run­
ning an rnforma11on servrce ... 

Any?ne over_ the age of 16 can become a member of the 
Socrety. Actrve members are asked to pay an annual fee 
of£ 12. - / US $24. - . The fee for students is £6. - / US $ 
12. - , and for couples£ 10. - / US $20. - . 

If you cannot become an active member of the Society a 
fee of not less than £20. - / US $40. - will make yo~ a 
supporter-member. 

USA: International Society for Human Rights - Section USA _ Mr. s. Paduko" 
P.O. Box 2175 - Grand Central Station - New York, N. y. 101163 

rRA NC'E: 

G r ea t 0 r itain : 
ajj ress 

fo ~ c □'ltacts 

Association Internationale pour les Droits de l ' Homme - AIDH 
Comite Fra nc;ais - M . J .-C . Pivert,. 9 , rue du Bouloi - F-75001 PA RIS 

Institute for European Defence & Stra t egic Studies - Mr. G . Miller 
12 a Golden Square, Lor mW 1 R 3 Ji. - Tel. 01-439 8719 
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Chai rrnan: 

r . S<·1wtc Rcsolut..ion ,1,19 (IIR -6~)56) 
.· ~ -· <llrcctcd the Department of 

~~l;1te to invcsti,iatc th'.! allc~at.ions 
T 1·•11plo)'jng forced labor and vi.olating 

-- of th<! Truns~Sibcrjan gas p ·ipcljne. 

that Soviet authorities are 
human rlghts in the construction 

·11,cre is clear CV i d.cncc that the Soviet Union is using forced 
-i-.-.lior on c1 massive s<.:ale. This includes the use of political 
1•ri~on<.•rs. Dispositivc proof that such labor is being used 
·:i·\(•l· if icaJ ly on the Trans-Siberian pipeline is as yet unavailable, 
l,u1 rtH'rc is c,,iocnct~ s121~gcst .ine th:1t it m,1y be the case. Our 
i 11vt•:-. ti ~~at ion j s underway and we hope to issue a °' final report 
'" i I It i II X weeks. • \, · 

1i ip:ec 

j ·- The use of force(] 1a1Hlr on henvy construct.ion projects in 
--~:-·::' ·-· !:iheria and clscwhcn'. is consistent with h.:storical Soviet practice. ,. -

Tl1<• H;Jikal -Amur rail line, the Hielmorsk and Volga-Don canals, and 
~ -~- llt(' ~h>scow subway arc a few of the better. known Soviet projects 

---= -~ h11i It with forced lahor. Among the flroups that Soviet authorities 
rr ;t<litionally- press i.nt.o fon~~d Jnbor are political prisoners and 
p1· i ,; 01wrs of conscience l:onvi.cte<l under brondly-wor<led "hooliganism" 
:,,:,1 "parnsi ti sm" laws. For ye,irs, complu ints have been registered 
111 lh<.' lnh~rnationa1 Lahor Organization and other international 
li<1di(?S against the use of such laws to punish and exploit political 

· ;11ul rclisi.ious dissidents in· the Soviet_ Union. The Soviet authorities 
pp1·s 'ist nevertheless. 3 

\fr welcome the Sc-n~tc's intcrc$t in this issue. Decency 
1n111p<'ls us to express distress, in<lecd disgust, at the Soviet 
llu i 011 's cxplo i tat io11 of fo n:ed 1 a bor. Moreover, the is sue raises 

. important <1ucstions, which we arc now researching, regarding 
·-~ lietlwr current Sov1c.·t forC"<'<l labor practices violate treaties or 

. intc.'nwtional ,:onvcntion:,; 1lcaliug wit.h slavery ana forced labor • 
.. : .. :::;:, .. 1u wnddug on stich 4ue~t ions, we face obstacles related to the 

--·:·:- , · lnsc.•d nature of Soviet !".ociet}'. Through their efforts to control 
··••r i11f,1n11:1tion in their n1untry, Soviet authorities make it difficult 

to •lenrn just what is going on there and even more difficult to 
. ---=- , <•11u• aw.1y with the kind of cv idencc one can use to prove to a 

·.;....:. •.},cpt ical public what one has lcarnNL This problem has far-
. ··_ 1T.it.·hi111~ implications . 

. ~~-- , For those of us "'·ho hcl jcve in the promotion of world peace 
~--, 11t.-11ugh law and internat· ional ,q;rccmcnts, it · is crucial that 

- ~ ·:q1p;11·t•nt' violations of !'; UCh .q~r<..~emcnts generate vigorous reproaches 
:111d dt ·111an<ls for rcmc,Ual a~tjon. If evidence of such a violation 

- -- __ i •. i 1.•.11orec.l or measure<] c1gainst ,in unreasonable standard of proof 
-·-

0 ~11,d dismissc-<l, trc-aty- :1b.iding states arc deprived of all justification 
- ror eutcr-ing into international agreements. 

He ::1s sure<l that for all these reasons we shall continue with 
di I ii~c.'ncc the investigation the Senate has mandated. • As our 



11 r,·l ii,dnary response, l :1111 tr:rnsmitting 11ndL!r this cover a copy 
of lhL· Dl'partmcnt's stntc111r·nt of Septemher 22 an.d a pncket of 
rt'JHH1~ and (tocument!; which w.il:l provide for you the status of 
1,11r l'fforts at this time. This -packet ·includes a broad survey 
11r the allegations; a histGrical summary of Soviet forced labor 
i : ,•;11<.'!, before the International Labor Organization; a study we 
ha \.'t' prcp.i red on "Cr imc and Punishment in the USSR," including 

--,,,~·-·,.- 1 ~w w it1cspread use of. penal labor camps; act ions by other govern­
;wri ts, hy international ·1:1bor bodies and by national unions; and 
do,·1111wntation and tcst.i.mony from hearings sponsored by the 

-- .( r,1111-.furt•h:iscd Jntc-nrntio11al Society for Human Rights. 
_ .f.tth•I I igcnce informati()n pcrtinc~nt to the issue will be made 
... ·,,•.-1iJahtc through the Scnntc Select Committee on Intelligence. 

.... :...- - - ·-· ~ 
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ACTIONS TAKEN 
· · · - BY 

OTHER GOVERNMENTS AND 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR BODIES 

;he democratic trade union federation of France (FO) 
requested that President Mitterand undertake an investigation 
of the charges of forced labor being used on the export pipeline 
in the USSR. President Mitterand responded positively to the 
FO reque·st. The Federal Republic of Germany also initiated an 
inquiry, through its embassy in Moscow, to ascertain the facts, 
to the degree possible, regarding Soviet labor practices on the 
Siberian project. · 

The International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
(ICFTU), based in Brussels, formally requested that the 
International Labor Organization (ILO) inquire directly of the 
Soviets about those alleged labor practices which violate 
various ILO Conventions, to which the USSR is a party. In 
early September 1982, the ILO complied with the ICFTU request 
and so notified the Soviet mission in Geneva. (The earliest 
formal discussion of these charges against the USSR would take 
place in March 1983 by the ILO Committee of Experts.) 

Finally, the EC-10 Foreign Ministers discussed the forced 
labor allegations at their October 13 plenary in Strasbourg. 

719A 

.,. 
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, Q I II P I I ! It T I Ii t SECTION S1 OF S2 BRUSSELS 131S7 

USEC 
DEPARTMENT FORS/IL - WARNOCK AND EUR/P - CLEAR 
GENEVA FOR LABATT HARE 
E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: ELAB ICFTU ILO SHUM UR 
SUBJECT: ICFTU INITJATIVE 111TH ILO RE ALLEGED 
USE OF FORCED LABOR ON PI PEL I NE 

1. .«Iii , 31!'1411-t ENT I RE TEXT . 

2. INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE 
UN IONS (I CFTU) RECENTLY TOOK UP THE QUEST I ON 
OF FORCED LABOR IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 

NATURAL GAs p I PEUNE amm s I nm 4 @b 
WESTERN EUROPE 111TH THE IL01 REQUESTINGTHAT IT 
RAISE THE HATTER 111TH THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES. 
ON AUGUST 2S, I CFTU GENERAL SECRETABY PUP KFRSTEN 
SENT THE FOllOIIING LETTER JP ILQ QIRECJPB GENERAL 
BLANCHARD: 

3. BEG IN QUOTE. DEAR HR . BLANCHARD, 
THE INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE 
UNIONS IS VERY MUCH CONCERNED ABOUT THE RECENT 
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE INTERNATIONAL SAKHAROV 
COMMITTEE AND OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANISATIONS 
INDICATING THAT FORCED LABOUR IS USED IN THE USSR 
FOR THE BU I LD I NG OF THE NATURAL GAS PI PEL I NE FROM 
SI BERIA TO WESTERN EUROPE . 

THE INFORMATION REFERRED TO ALSO STATES 
THAT IN VIEi/ OF THE GAS PIPELINE PROJECT, A 
NUMBER OF LABOUR CAMPS HAVE NOii BEEN ESTABLISHED 
IN SIBERIA AND THAT POLITICAL PRISONERS HIGHT BE 
TRANSFERRED OVER THERE AND FORCED TO PERFORM 
VAR I OUS TYPES OF \/ORK IN THE CONSTRUCT I ON OF 
THE PIPELINE. 

MOREOVER, A FOUND I NG MEMBER OF THE FREE 
TRADE UNION OF SOVIET UNION (SHOT), MRS. YAKOREVA, 

- HAS lNDI CATED THAT ACCORDING TO HER ORGANISATION, 
9S PERCENT OF PEOPLE WORKING ON THE PIPELINE 
PROJECT ARE PRISONERS. HRS . ALBINA YAKOREV 
G 

EDVSTATEMENT. 
IN VIEi/ OF THE GRAVITY OF THESE ALLEGATIONS, 

\IE 1/0ULD VERY HUCH APPRECIAR 
UVSEOF EXPERTS ON THE APPLICA· 
TION OF STANDARDS. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU ON THIS 
HATTER. END QUOTE . 

4. ON SEPTEMBER 2, G. VON P 
HGS 
II 
s 
ALT 
LA 
TIRH A 
p T 

E 
X 
DECISIONS CONCERNING THE PERIODICITY OF REPORTS 
ON THE APPLICATION OF RATIFIED CONVENTIONS 
ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNING BODY AT ITS 2S1ST 
SESSION (NOVEMBER 1976), 1/E ARE TRANSMITTING A 
COPY OF YOUR LETTER TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE USSR 
AND INVITING ITS OBSERVATIONS ON THE HATTER. 
YOUR LETTER ANO ANY OBSERVATIONS RECEIVED FROM 
THE GOVERNMENT \/Ill BE PLACED BEFORE THE COMMITTEE 
OF EXPERTS ON THE APPLICATION OF CONVENTIONS AND 
BT 

DECLASSIFIED 

NLRRfo<e-1\Y/9 ~1018, 

BY K-:Mk NARADATE!f.!1.{Z,blt 

SONFID~NTIAL 
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RECOMMENDATIONSAT ITS NEXT SESSION, IN MARCH 1983. 
AS YOU ARE NO DOUBT AWARE, THE USSR HAS RATI­

FIED THE FORCED LABOUR CONVENTION, 1930 (NO. 29), 
BUT IS NOT A PARTY TO THE ABOLITION OF FORCED 
LABOUR CONVENTION, 1957 (NO. 105). YOURS FAITH­
FULLY, FOR THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL . END QUO:T'E . 

5 . WHILE AWAITING ANEVENTUAL SOVIET RESPONSE 
TO THE ILO AND THE PROJECTED DISCUSSION OF 
THE MATTER BY THE ILO COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 
IN MARCH 1983, THE ICFTU IS CONTINUING TO 

MONITOR THIS QUESTION AND GATHER ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION ON FORCED LABOR USE . THE ICFTU 
PUBLICIZED THE FACT THAT IT HAD INITIATED ITS 
REQUEST WITH THE ILO IN ITS INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE UNION NEWS OF SEPTEMBER 6 BUT IT DOES 
NOT INTEND TO MAKE THE EXCHANGE OF LETTERS 
PUBLIC. ICFTU OFFICIALS HAVE LEARNED THAT 
ILO D-G BLANCHARD DID MAKE A RECENT PUBLIC 
STATEMENT ON THE MATTER BUT THEY HAVE NOT SEEN 
THE TEXT OR AN APPARENT REUTERS TICKER ITEM 
ABOUT IT . VEST 
BT 
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S/S 8230804 }l 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

October 9, 1982 

" ·1 ' 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Soviet Forced Labor 

We have been developing a ·strategy to sharpen the issue of 
forced labor in the Soviet Union--particularly that of 
political prisoners-- before world public opinion and to 
discover as much information as we can on the issue. The steps 
taken thus far and those suggested here have been developed in 
a number of informal interagency meetings which have included 
NSC staff members, representatives of the intelligence 
community and officials of the Department of Labor. 

As you are aware, the Department issued an official 
statement on this issue on September 22 (TAB 1). This put on 
the public record USG concern over the issue and our belief 
that the international community has a responsibility to 
investigate the charges which have been made. Our statement 
focussed on Soviet forced labor as a human rights 
issue--particularly in regard to the use of political 
prisoners--and treated the pipeline project as one facet of the 
broader issue. There are some 4-5 million prisoners in the 
Soviet Union and a well documented practice of subjecting them 
to forced labor. We believe . this approach is most likely to 
bring a positive international response, particularly given 
the state of evidence concerning the pipeline itself. Our 
statement also included reference to the growing use, under 
apparently questionable circumstances, of Vietnamese laborers 
in the USSR. 

We have also sent instructions to US posts worldwide 
(Tab 2) conveying USG interest in the issue, providing 
information obtained from private sources as well as the text 
of our 9/22 statement and asking our Embassies in Western and 
other friendly countries to pursue the issue with host 
governments and selected media representatives. 

By a vote of 80-1 on September 24, the Senate passed a 
resolution (TAB 3) asking the Administration to submit within 
30 days an interim report on how we are pursuing the issue of 
forced labor on the pipeline project and to submit by January a 
full report. We are working now to meet the 30-day deadline, 
and we will make use of the Senate action as a useful vehicle 
for keeping the issue alive. Our proposed approach in 
responding to the Senate will be to provide under an 
appropriate covering statement a packet consisting of: 

tor 1'-1 
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--A summary of USG actions, including our 9/22 statement, and 
information and testimony received from private sources; 

--A paper giving the history of the Soviet forced labor issue 
in the ILO, including the recent ICFTU approach to the ILO; 

--A description of actions taken by other governments, as well 
as private human rights groups. 

There are several additional tracks on which we will pursue 
this issue. First, with discretion, we will encourage--in 
coordination with the AFL-CIO--action on the issue by the 
ICFTU, ILO and other international labor bodies. Second, we 
will try to arrange a meeting within the next month with the 
President's Committee on the ILO(which includes representatives 
of organized labor and business), and possibly use such a 
meeting as the occasion for a follow-up statement on the 
issue. Third, since the use of forced labor as a punishment 
for exercising basic human rights is also a violation of Soviet 
commitments in CSCE, we are providing all of our materials on 
the issue to Ambassador Kampelman so .that he can continue to 
pursue at the Madrid Review Conference these and other Soviet 
labor violations. 

Finally, we will explore the possibilities of raising this 
in the UN context, and we will do what we can (discreetly) to 
be helpful to the International Society for Human Rights in 
Frankfurt, Germany, which has .announced that it will hold its 
own hearings on the issue in November. 

Attachments: 

TAB 1 - DOS Statement on Forced Labor of 9/22/82 
TAB 2 - DOS Cable on Forced Labor 
TAB 3 - Senate Resolution 

'"€0HFIDflH'f!1d5 



September 22, 1982 · 
.. PRESS · STATEMENT 

Forced Labor in USSR 

We have received a growing number of reports that the USSR' 
has used-a large number of prisoners -- includin~ thousands of 
political prisoners -- to work on massiye labor projects. 
According to at least one such · report, for example, -at least 
100,000 such forced laborers .are being used on the heavy · 
infrastructure work of ciearing swamps, cutting timber and 
building access roags fo_r t;.he Yamal.~ gas .p_i,p.eline. .. : -~Tchese forced 
laborers reportedly include re:l.igious diss.idents . and otb.er 
prisoners of conscience. 

These reports have come from a wide var i ety of indiv i duals 
and organizations, in Europe, Asia and the US. The sources 
include human rights organizations; labor organizations; 
laborers who have managed to emigrate from the Soviet Union 
after working under -these conditions; and letters reac0ing Asia 
and the West from the USSR. 

We are not claiming tQ have evidence resembling a "smoking 
gun." Given the closed nature of So v iet society and the 
official control of the Soviet media, moreover, there may never 
be a "smoking gun." But the information being released bi this 
wide range of kno~ledgeable individuals and organizations 
spanning three continents, some with first hand experience of 
these labor cond it io·ns, _goes into cons id er able detail and 
deserves serious ex~~ination. 

• · Reliable estimates place the total number of forced 
laborers in the Soviet Union today at approximately 4 million. 
Further, it is well established that the Sovi et Union has a 
history of using forced labor on a mass scale -- including 
political p~isoners -- on major projects, particularly in 
Siber i a -- where the official press has ac knowledged that it is 
9 i fficult to persuade Soviet workers to go there voluntarily. 
To cite only two e'xamples, some 250,000 forced laborers are 
believed to have perished during the 193O's while working on 
the construction of the Bielomorsk Canal. And in the 197O's 
thousands of __ forced laborers were reported to be bµilding the 
Baikal-Amur railway extension in Southeastern Siberia. 

As regards foreign laborers, the official Soviet media 
itself has ad mitted that several thousand Vietnamese and other 
Southeast As i an lab~rers have been irnported into t h e USSR and 
has intimated that many thousands more are l i kely to be 
imported in the near future. Information on the nature of t his 
program is fragmentary. 0e do not know whether or not the 
Vietnamese laborers are working on the Siberian pipeline. Bui 
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we are '!ery .concerned about indications that Vietnamese may be 
coerced into working in the USSR and Eastern Europe and that a 
portion of the salary paid to them migqt be deducted to offset 
Vietnam's debts to the host country. In addition, we have · 
received reports that the Soviet authorities are placing 
limitations on the ability of these workers to communicate with 
their families and _friends . outside .~the U.SSR: .. . W.e. ·. b.~lieve it is 
important that international e.ttent·ion be .. given -to· this .. -
situation, given the obvious possibility of exploitation of 
these workers. 

The Soviet Government could contribute to establishing the 
truth about these very serious charges by permitting an 
objective examination of labor conditions on its various 
Siberian projects, a-nd the conditions in which Soviet political 
prisoners live and work. We would welcome such an independent 
international investigation, but the prospects for obtaining 
this are probably not bright. For example, charges of use of 
forced labor have been made in the past against the USSR in the 
Internat i onal Labor Organization (ILO). However, the Soviet 
authorities have consistently refused to ailow an ILO mission 
to visit the USS~ to investigate these chirges~ 

. . 

Because of the seriousness of these charges, and the 
massive human rights violations wh i ch they imply , we believe 
the international communiti has a responsibility to investigate 
them. The USG, for its part, is thoroughly examining the 
information being brought to bear on this issue, and we 
understand that several other governments have indicated 
similar intentions. As our examination proceeds, we will 
wherever possible -- make our findings available to the 
public. We hope that other gover~~ents anG private 

· orcanizations will do the same. 
~ . 
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JNFORII CONSULS: ALSO FOR PADS 

[. D. 123_56: DECL: .!/21/92 
;AGS: SHU11, PINS, UJ; 
SUBJECT: ISSUE OF FORCED LABOR AND THE SOVIET GAS PIPELINE 

J. 1::1 SINCE 111D·tU::.'\£R, THE ISSUE o; FORCED lA!OR, INC!.UD· 
ING l'OllTleAL PJ;ISO~ERS, ON TH[ USSli·EUROPE GAS PIPELINE 
AIID OlHER 11t.JOR PROJECTS IN THE USSR HAS APPEARED IN \/!ST 
EURO!'[AK. At.O OTHER r.:DIJ.. MOST REPORTS HtVE EMANATED fROII 
THE HAliKfURT ·EASEO I NiERf:AT I OIIAL ASSOC I AT I OU f OR HUIIAN 
RI GIITS . l!OUE or THESE liEPORTS HAVE BEEN CONf I Rr.ED. FRENCH 
AtlD fRG GOVERHIIENTS HAVE PUBl ICL Y STATED THAT lHE IR 
E11BA~~IES IN MOSCO\/ HAVE SEEN ASKED TO IUVESilGAT[ TH[SE 
1.1.LEGii IONS. THE U.S. £1161.SSY HAS EHN lllSHUCTED TO DO 
THE St.1ir: TH[ LIKEl IHCC:I or OUR Dl!iCOVERlliG DIRECT EVIDENCE 
or THE USE or FORCED Lt.60• ON PIPEllllE COllSTRUCTION IS 
REMOTE, CONSIO[RING RESTRICTIOIIS PLACED 011 E116ASSY TRAVEL 

/

AND SOVIET DESIRE 10 COUNTER THES~ CHA~GES, 6UT IT IS 
IIIPOUANT THU lHE l~TERl:llTIOtlAL CO~IIUHITY ACTIVELY SEEK TO 
DISCO\'ER TliE rACTS, AND THAT THE ISSU[ REMAIN AL IVE. 

2. CCI GIVEN THE TUOITIONAl SOVIET USE or ror.CED LABOR ON 
IIAJOR Pt.CJ£ C'?S I Ii P.Er~H AR[.t.S liECU IR IIIG CONS I DEHSL E 11AflUAl 

INPUT, IT IS ~OSSIEtE iHtT PRISON LI.EOR IS B[ING USED, OR 
THl<l iT \/AS U!iED IN TME PHL IMl!a~RY SH.GB. \/£ 00 r:01 KflO\I 
\IKETHH POllllCAl PlilSOriEJ;S I/ERE USED. \/HILE THIS ISSUE IS 
or EOUAL COIICERN 10 EU~OP[Ar:s 111;0 AIIERICAl:S, \IE SHOULD AVOID 
GIVING IT~ ·nt.OE lk U!A lAEEl . " u. s.~rr1CIALS SHOULD 
UTEl'IFT 10 DEVEL OP 11 CAREFUll Y, rocus IIJG AFPliOPR !'.TE AlTEN• 
TIOli NOT O~LY ON THE C~ESllON or FORCED LAEOR ON THE PIPE· 
LIN[ PROJ[Cl, EUT .t.UO ON THE EliOAOER HUIIA_N-RIC.HTS ISSU[ 
REPRESEliTED 2Y lHE iPF~OXIMATELY rou~ 111LLION SOVl[T 
PR I SON[~. UH~ERGO l_~G SOME r ORM or I NVOt,UNTI.RY L AEOi!'. 

3. CCI PA~I. ~ COIITAIN$ EXCE~PTS FROM DOCUMENTATION 
R£L[A:ED I~ r.lD-~UGUSi EY iHE INTERNAllONAl ASSOCIATION 
fOR HUM'N P.IGHTS. •••HtE 11 IS lr.F.CCTICHL[ 10 VtF.lrY 
lHE D£T.t..fl(D A!SE~llOhZ, SOME Of 1/HIC~ APf(AR 10 EE EX· 
#.GG[lil,,i(O, II[ EEL l(VE TH&T lH[Y AR[ IIORTHY or ATlENllON . 

SlAT£ '169372 4721 EUR8255 f. 

C • . IC) ACTI OU REQUESTED., 
All PCSTS IN \ltSTERN EUROPE ··AIID OTHER POSTS IIMERE, ' IN . 
YDUI JUDGMENT, YOU ARE LIKEL~ TO RECEIVE . A ra1R HEARING, 
SHOIII.D EXPRESS IN APPROPRIATE COIIVERSATIONS VllH HOST 
(i0V£tNIIENT, PRIVATE SECTORORGOAHl~TIONS, INCLUDING UNIONS. 
AIID l'.EDIA: A •• OUR CONCERN OVER THIS HUMAN 
RIGITS JSSUE; £. OUR SELIEf THAT THLINTCRNATIOIIAl 
COl1mNITY H~S A RESPONSIBILITY TO INVESTIGATE THESE 
CHARSES. YOU MAY IIAKF AVAllABLE TO T~EII TES!IMONY Ill 
PARl 5 !HOii, POINTING OUT llS ORIGIN, AIID EXPRESS OUR r 
1/llllllGNESS TO tJ!QVJO& ·ANY. fURT~F'. IHF.tliHIATIOW \IE .I.RE ABLE 
TO U~COVER· 01( THIS ISSUE. YOU SHOULD 'iNDICATE lHAl II( lo'OULD 
Vtlt0n[ ADDITIONlt.'i°NFORt1ATIOU TH.£Y t1A\' HAVE. .. _. 

S. Cl) "SELECTED ·TESTIMONY fROM THE SOVIET UNION" 
\lillTTEN ~CCOU~T EY·MRS. A;P. FROM IICSCOII, JULY 1982 

NY U~CL[ IS AN OFFICER I~ THE SOVIET ARIIY AIID SERVES 111 
THE ~ORTH IN -TH£ HANTY·IIANSSIYSKIYAUlONOMOUS REGION. 

Al lf.E EIID OF LAST Y[AA, IIY UIIClE ARRIVED UNEXPECTEDLY IN 
HOSU>\I SAYING THAT HE HAD EEEN DISIIISSED fROII TH[ ARIIY FOR 
HEALTH REASOIIS. IN THE COURSE or OUR CONVERSATIONS I 
LEARNED THE FOLLO\IING: 

IT VlS TRUE THAT IIY UNCLE HAO PARlfCIPATED AS A COHSTRUC­
TIDN ENGINEER Ill VARIOUS PROJECTS FROM THE HEIi PORT 011 
lH[ UMAL PEUIWSULA TO PERM II! THE URALS. THE OH ICEF.S 
AND SOLDIERS HAD BEEII TOLD OU I TE OPEUL Y TH Al THE COU· 
STRUCllOII or ·THE GArPIP[LINE FROII SIB[RIA 10 \lESTERN 
[UR~E 1/0ULD GREATLY CONTRIB~TE TO STRENGlHENIUG lHE 
0£H)lS[ O, THE NORTHERN U.S. S. R. FOR OIIE TH I ~G, IT 
INCR!ASES THE IIIHUX or \IORKERS TO THE IIORlH tJID S_ECOIIDL Y, 
THE SAS PIPELl~E I/Ill FACILITATE THE SUPPLY or 'UEL TO 
THE VARIOUS 111LITARY INSTAtlATIONS ·IN THE NORTH • . Ir: THIS 
A~EI. 11£ NEED HOT BUILD AHYTHlnG° OURS£LVES AIIYllORE •• llll 
PREPI.RATORY. IIORK IS C011Pl£TED EY PRISONERS, ArlO ONLY AFTER 
THAT; VOLUNTEER LABOR _-6RIGADES ARRIVE 011 THE SCEIIE. 

T[LEPHONE REPORT BY MR. P.S. FROII MOSCOW, JULY !5t2 

"I ll~S FIRED FROM lHE MOSCO\/ IIIHING IUSTITUlE £[CAUSE I 
HAO CRITICIZED THE REGIME, AND NOV NO OH£ IH TCIIN I/Ill 
HI P.E IIE. 

THE KG! TOLD ME: 'YOU CAN VOLUNlHR NOii 10 \ljRY. ON TH 
GI.S Fl PEL IHE, SHORE \IE SEND YOU THERE EY FORCE. U lH IS 
,o,n, YOU ST.ILL HAVE THE CHAIICE 10 IIORK THEP.E AS A 
VOLUNTEER.' 

SO I 1/!NT•TO TYUllE_N, \IH[P.E I IIAS ORD[R£D BY COUSTRUCllON 
H[t:~UkRHRS TO REPORT 10 THE UR[l:GOY OISTRl6UTING 
!:HTIOII LS kif ElECH-ICIAH . I \IOR~ED IH UHfiGOY, A 01r.rv 
SML~l TOVM OF HASTILY PUl UP PRllllllVE SHACY.S, FOR A YEAR, 
SH,=ING 1/llH T~REE OT~ER 1/0RKERS A SMALL ROOM IN A • 

cor.~1TORY. 

ON lME VERY rlRSl Du · , IIAS lOLD THAT THERE 1/cRE ALSO 
PRISONERZ \IORKIHG Al THIS SITE, AUD lHAT I IIAS IIOT TO 
SPEl.1. 111TH T.IIEM OR TELL ANYONE AEOUT THEIi If I 010 NOT 
\IA~T 10 EE° LOCKED UP 111TH THEM. 

ro~ ELEVEN 110JHHS I I/AS ABLE TO DESERVE ,HO',/ UDL Y LUO 
U~fl.l~l y lHE P~ISONERS PUO DEPOntEs I/HE E(IHG Ti<[.liEO. 
lHET IIHE SUPERVISED !Y THE VOLUJ:HERS I/HO, Of COUR,E, 
Ollll c;o TH[ EAalH JCES. lHE DLUGEROUS JOE$ ll(RE COUE 
OH~! EY PRISOr:[R!; ~CMETIM(S THY ll[R[ PROMIHD lH~l THEY 
1/0~tD EE R[l[A$EO [~tLY. , DECLASSIFIED 

• P Fl _lrl E I R Ir 1,1 T i .f. I 
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DURING THE ELEVEN MONTHS, I \/ITHESSED_NUll£ROUS FATAL 
ACCIDENTS CAUSED BY [Xl'LODING GAS .tND GAS l'DISOMING_. 
DURING TKE sur.11ER, CO~CRETE -1/t.S DELIVERED IY Of'EN TRUCKS;· · 
EN ROUTE · IT KAO HARDENED TO THE POINT IIIIERE TH[ PRISONERS. 

•HAD. TD NACK IT OUT Jill IY"BIT SO THAT THEIR HANDS SJQTED . 
Sl£EDIN,. . : . . 
THE MEAYY EQUll'HENT ARRIVING FROM ABR9AD ALSO HAD TO 8£ 
UNLOADED ANO TRANSPORTED HANUALL Y BY THE PRISONERS,•: AGAIN 

. AND AGAIN, THERE VERE ACCIDENTS DURING TH[ TEST RUNS; . 
BECAUSE or HISTAY.ES IN THE OPERATION OF TH[ [OUll'ttENT, 
IT KEl'T !RE~KING DOIIN AND THE PRISONERS HAD TO HOY[ THE 
HEAVY PIPES AGAIN AND AGAIN, IIITHOUi l'ROP£R H[CHANICAL 
AIDS; DrTEN THE RO!'H, I/KICK \/!RE NOT STROIIG' ENOUGH, 1/0ULD 
UEAK, CAUSING HCP.[ · llVES TO SE LOST. I TRIED SEVERAL 
TIii£$ TO LODGE A COMPLAINT ·ASOUT THIS 111TH THE TRADE 

UNIONS, BUT I VAS TOLD: •you DON'T HAVE TO rEEL SORRY 
FDR THESE _PEOPLE, THEY SHOULD HAVE SEEN KILLED LONG AGO. · 
THEY SHOULD SE GLAD TO 6E _GIV[N TH[ OPPO~TUNITY TO RErORn.· 

THE PRISON CAHP \/AS ~OT LOCATED IN URENGOY BUT T\/0 KILO· 
METERS AIIAY, IN THE TAIGA: SD THAT THE PEOPLE IN THE.CIT~ 

-KAil ND IDEA THAT IT 11,s THERE. BUT I HAD OCCASION TO 
TALK JO THE SOLDIERS ASSIGNED TO THE CAIIP, AND THEY NOT 
ONLY TOLD HE bf THE HIGH HORallTY RATE Ar.ONG THE 
PRISONERS, . BUT ALSO OF THE FREQUENT SUICIDES COMMITTED 
IY DESPAIRING YOUIIG SOLDIERS 111(0 CDULDU'T TAKE All THAT 
MISERY ANYHOP.E ANO KILLED THEMSELYES 111TH THEIR 01/N 
1/UPONS Ill TH£ IR W;TCH TO\/£RS. 

• THE SADDEST SIGHT 1/EF.E THE MANY Hn,u PR I SDNERS 11110 HAD 
TO DO THE SAIi( IIORK AS Tl![ nm Al lH[ COIISTRU(T l~N SITES. 
COHPL[T[lY FILTHY OR· soAKING \/£1 THEY RETURNED TO THEIR • 
HUTS IN TH[ EVEN I NG; THEY IIEREN' T UL[ TO CHANGE OR \/ASH. 
THE IR CLOTHES. · 

DURIN~ TH£ ~IIITER, Tl![ nvo GUARDS 1/0tlLD ·et SUNDING AROUND 
AF.IRE IN HEAVY Sl!HPSKIN COATS, \/ARMING THEIR HANDS, . 
I/Hit[ .IN TH£ PRISOIIEF.S HAD TO \/OR~ Ill THE COLD, ORESSED IN 

, THIN 1/DP.K PAIITS t.llD SHORT COATS 111TH HARDLY ANY LINING.• 

THEPHON£ REPORT .EY Hii . I. P. rROM TYUMtN, JUN£ 1912 

ON JUNE JS, JSS2, MR. I. I' . TELEPHOHCD AU ACQUAINTANCE IN 
THE ll!ST ~ITH THE FOLLOIIIIIG REPORT: 

"IIHILE I \/AS STILL Al Tl!E CAMP, I HEARD OF THE POSSIBILITY 
or 1/0P.K OH THE CONSTRUCTION Or THE Gt.S PIPELINE FOR EUROPE. 

EECAUSE 9r _THE DIHICULT LIVlliG .au.D VO?.KING CONDITIOIIS IN 
THE CAMI'S, r.AIIY PRISO~ERS A~£ \llll ING TO EXCHANGE L IH IN 
" CAMP FOF. THE L IH or rCi~C[C LABO;;[,;~. IIHD \/ORK UNDER 

.-1111:tHUM S[CUF.ITY COIIOIT IOIIS . . 

THUS I VOLUNTEERED AIIOi ALDUG ~llH AFPROXIHATELY SS 
~INIMUtt·S[CURITY PRISOIIERS rF.cn VAF.IOUi CAMPS, ·v,s TAK[II 
TD THE FACILITY FOR PRISOUEP.S IN T..Al/alT IN TYUMEN, \lli£RE 
Iii: REMAINED FDR TEN DAYS, UNTIL TM£ r.1L1TIA ANO TH[ nvo 
HAD DECIDED \/HER£ TO PUT US . olJ~ SEV(RAL OTHERS I \/AS 
ASSIGNED TO "SP£CII.L 1/0!iKfOF.CE ND. 7" IN KIRPICHNY, ' A 
SMALL PLACE NEAR TYUMEH, IIIIERE I REPD,TED TD THE conttAHDANT 
FOR MINlr.UM·SECURITY PRISDIIERS ANO DEPORTEES. 

ALONG 111TH fOUR OTHE~S, I VAS HOUSED IW AN EMPTY FREIGHT 
CAR \IIIICH NAO EAP.[LY ENOUGH ROOM ror. FOUR COTS. II[ HAD 

ELECTRICITY, BUT NO IIPT[F . .' CT~ERS LIVED_ Ill HUTS ~ICH 
OAHO 6t.Cr. TO TH£ Cl.MP! BUILT UIIDP, !Hllll, OR IN Ht.STILY 
[R[CT[O DORMllORl[S, TIID·STOHY 6UIL01-'lGS \.'ITHOUT ANY 

MENITl(S. 

THESE SETTL£HENTS RARELY .HAVE A NAME; IN MOST CASES THEY 
ARE REGISTEP.ED .UNDER "SPECIAl 1/0RKFORCE HD •••• • Al.ONG 
111TH THE DESIGNATION 0~ THE CAHP ADIIINISTRATION roR THE · · 

REGJON IN _OUESTION. · -. 
ARRIVING HINIHW1-SECURITY PRISONERS HUST· lt!ttEDIATELY 
BEG.IN \/ORK ON THE .TASKS ASSIGNED TO THEr. BY THE COMMANDANT. 

IU ADDITION TD ll!E MIHll1U:'!·StCURITY ?RISO!IERS, THE · 
1/0RKFO,tCE 111cu;ru:~ QWlRU:ES AU9t~E:DPL_t .SEIHERCED FOR 
"l'ARASl)IS!I"; iN KIRPiCHIIY, iHEIR HUMCERS TOTALED APPROX!· 
~ATELY 6,008".- · • • •• • 

FOR THE HOST Pt.t;T, THE VORK INVOLVED PREPARATION OF GLASS 
1/00L, .1/RAFP I NG OF f>I PCS, EXCAVAT

0

I 011, HOUNT I IIG or I ~STRU• 
MENTS AND Pl~£ SUPPORTS, LAYING OF EL£ClRIC AHO lELEPHDNE 
CABLES, A"D VARIOUS CHORES I~ THE P£TRDCHEnlCAL FIELD. 

SOIIE CONSTRUCTION A~[AS, IIIIERE THE VORK INVOLVEO.PERHA•. 
FROST, REMOVAL OF GROUHD. I/ATER ANO 6L AST I NG OF ROCKS ARE · 
SURRDUHD[D EY \IOODEH FENCES AND BAR6£D Ill RE AND GUARDED 
BY ARr.CD SOLDIERS AIID GUI.RO-DOGS. THIS IS IIIIERE THE 
PRTSOHERS FROM CAMP ND. 3~/2 ARE TAKEN BY CLOSED CARS 
EACH DAY. THEY K£EP HOVING FROM 011£ SITE TO THE NEXT 
ALONG THE ROUTE \/HERE THE GAS PIPEL IN£ IS TO BE LAID. 

THE FOOD IS POOR, THERE IS NO MEDICAL CARE 1/HATSOEVER, 
THE HUTS AND FF.EIGHT CARS ARE COLD, DRUNKENNESS I~ connON 
AHONG lKE \/ORY.ER~. IT . ALSO HAPPEIIS THAT HINIHUH·SECURITY 
PRISONERS ARE SENTEIICEO AGAIN, SENT BACK TO THE PRISON 
CAMI'S, AtlD HAVE TO \/ORK BEHIND ·eARBED·III.RE FROM THEN ON. 

AT THE PRESENT Tin[, THE TYUMENLAG COIIPL[X COHSISIS or . 
FOURTEEN CAMPS, LOCATED . Ill NIZHUAYA TAVDA, USSETSK, 
YAL UTOROVSK, ZAVODOUKOVSK I MP I H, MALI TSA, TOBDL SK 121 AIID 
TYUHEN 121. . 

THE HARDEST JOES SUCH AS EXCAVATION Or TRENCHES, LAYING 
OF RAIL ROAO TRACY.S, Ml XI MG OF COIICRETE, AND CONSTRUCT I ON 
OF RAILINGS FOP. SCAFFOLDING ARE DOIi£ NOT O"LY BY MEN, 
IUT ALSO BY.DEPORTED VOM[N AIID MINORS FROM RtrORMATORIES. 

Al THE PRES[h'T TIME, HOR[ THAN 1ee,eoo FOP.CED LABORERS . 
ARE ASSIG"ED TO THE CONSTRUCTICtl or TH( GAS PIPELINE ·roR 

EUROPE IN VARIOUS CAPACITIES . THEIR IIORK INCLUDES 
11ANUFACTUF.[ or I/ORK CLOTHES··lHIS IS ONE SY FEMALE 
PRISON[RS OR INMATES or PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS. NEVERTHE· 
LESS, THEF.[ IS A SHORTAGE or \JORK ~LOTHES; FDR IIISTAIIC[, 
PROTECTIVE GLOVES ARE ISSUED OIILY EViRY SIX MONTHS. THE 
IIORY.ERS \IF.AP P.AGS AROUND THEIR HAIID, 6Ul lllJURIES AUD 
CCUMA ARE A HEOU(IIT OCCURRfNC[ A~DIIG TH[ VORKER: 
HAIIDL IIIG 611.RSED 1/IF.E, COIICRETE, GLA$S 1/00L, OR ASBE.TOS. 
ACCIDENTS AR[ THE O~OER or THE DAY, fUT IIHEII PEOPLE CALL 
THE UIHGtuCY SHT 1011 TH 11£D I CS I/ANT TO KIIOII FI ~!T 
ll!((THU lHE INJURED PERSOII IS A VOLUHTHR OR A HK <THAT 
IS I/HAT lH£Y Cl.LL THE CAMF PDPULAllOfl, I.E., MIHl11Ul1· 
SECURITY PRISOHERS AIID DEPORTEES!. -Ir THE INJURED PH~D~ 
IS A ZH, THE MEDICS USUALLY TAKE THEIR TIME ARRIVING.• 

C POSTS SHOULD ALSO ORA\/ UPON, A~D 111Y.E AVAILAELE TO 
APP~OPR IATE HOST GOVERllMEHTS, DEPAnMENT' S STATEMENT OF 
9/221'2 011 FCRtED LA&Oii ISSUE. HXT FOLLOIIS: 

7. u: PRESS STATEHENl 

FORCED LABOR IN USSR 

-9 FHI t'I I iC' kl T I it I 

r •. 
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~~------------- . 
~. WE KAVE RECEIVED A GR0\11 NG llUll!CR Of REPORTS · lijAT .lHE . 
CS~ ·HAS USED A LARGE NUIIBER Of UISONERS -- INC1UDING 

· illDUSANDS. OF l'OL Ill CAL PR I SOffERS : -- TO \IORK ON IIASS1 VE-
UIIOR PROJECTS. ACCORDnlG TO AT,,LUST ONE SUCK REP.ORT, 

. · Rli EXWLE, AT LEAST .188,800 SUCH FORCED LABORERS ARE 
. BEING USED ON THE HEAVY INFRASTRUCTURE \/ORK .OF CLEARING 

s:MU!PS, CUTTING TIMBER AND BUILDING ACCESS · ROADS FOR THE 
~al\AL GAS Pll'EllNE •• THESE FORCEn LABORERS REPORTEDLY 
llltlUDE RELIGIOUS DISSIDENTS AMO OTHER PRISONERS OF :. 
C::,WSCIENCE. · 
• U lHES£ REPO~TS HAVE COiii FROII A Ill DE UR IETY OF 
IOIVIOUALS Al:il ORGAIIIZATIONS, IN EUROPE, ASIA AND THE 
t~. THE SOURCE~ INCLUDE HUMAN RIGHTS - ORGAUIZATIONS; LAEOR 

·o. . .;ANIZ/.1101;S; LABORERS 1/nO HAVE MAIIAGED 10 EMIGRATE FRO!I 
i+'.:'. SOVIET UNIQN AFTER 1/0~Klll.: UNDER THESE tO:::>ITIONS; AND 
L.!iTERa RtACHl~G ASIA A~D lH( I/EST FROM THE USSR • 
• U, 11£ Ar.( NOT CLAIMING TO HAVE EVIDEllCE RHEMBLING A 
-~or.ING GUN • • GIVEN THE CLOSED NATU~E or SOVIET SOCIElY . 
,_~ THE OFFICIAL _CONTROL OF THE SOVIEt MEDIA, MOREOVER, 
THRE IIAY -~EVER BE A "SMOKl~G GUN.• 6UT TH INFORMATION 
EING RELEASED EY THIS 1/IDE RAIIGE OF KN0\11.EDGEABLE 
u.:~1\ll~UALS AIID ORGAIIIZAllONS SPANMING lHREE c_oiiflNENTS, 
~.E \lllH FIRSl HAND EXPERl[l::E or THESE LABOR COMDlllONS, 
~S INTO COtlSIDERABLE DElAIL AND DESERVES. SERIOUS 
E:.:UI\INATION • • 

• Li, RELIABLE ESTIMATES PLACE THE TOTAL NUMB[R OF FORCED 
LJ.EORERS It: THE SOVIET UNIOII 10DAY Al · APPRDXIIIAlELY FDUR

0 

r.a IOU. FURTHER, 11 IS I/ELL ESlASL ISHED THAl THE SOVIET 
c.~·1011 HAS ~ HISTORY or USJNG FORCED LABOR 011 A 11A~S SCALE 
- INCLUOl~G POtlllCAl PAI.SOUERS-· ON MAJOR PROJECTS, 
I' .&.RHC~L ARLY 111 SI BER I A ••• wr.RE THE OH IC I A( PRESS HAS 
i:::t:llOIILi:DGED THAl IT IS DIFFICULT TO PERSUADE SQVIET 
1,0?.t:[RS TO GO ll!ERE VOLUNTARILY. TO cm ONLY Tl/0 

n:.::PLCS, SOME l~C. 800 FOP.CCC LAEORERS ARE BELIEVED 10 
II-!.\'£ PEF.l!liED DURING lH[ 193t·s IIHILE . IIORKING ON THE 
:.::>~STRUCllOW or lH 81ELOl10P.SY. CANAL. AUD 11-l THE J97S'S 
n ·:iuSAIIDS. or ro;; cED LABORERS I/HE REPORTED TO EE BUILDING 
ifi BAllil<L·AMUR RAILIIAY EXlEl:SION IN SOUTHEASHRN SIBERI&. 

t. AS REGARDS FOREIGN LABORERS, THE OFFICIAL SOVIET 
r-£.>IA ITSELF Ht.: ADMITTED THU SEVERAL lHOUSAtlO· VICTNAr.:SE 
.&,"-:l OTHER SOUTHEAST ASIAU LAEOiiERS HAVE EHN IMPORTED INlC 
,H USSR AUD H~S INT I MATED T~tl r.ANY THO~Sl:IIOS MORE ARE 
Ll ♦:ELY 10 EE lr.?DRTED IN THE 11£1'R FUTURE . : INFORnATtON ON 
,~f IIATURE OF THIS PROGRAM IS FUG11ENTARY. 1/E DO NOT KNOii 
I.Si':THER OR 1101 lHE VIETIIAMESE LABORERS /\RE I/ORY.ING ON THE 
S : ££RIAN PIPEl IN[. BUl 1/E ltRE VERY COIICERNED ABOUT 
1,.::)ICATIOtlS THAT VICTNAMEH MAY![ COERCED INTO 1/0RKIHG IN 
H~ USSR AND -USlERN EUROPE A~O THAT A PORTION or THE 
S-1-" ARY PAID 10 THEM MIGHT EE OtOUClEO 10 OFFSET VIETNA!1°S 
:EETS 10 TH£ f.C:iT COUll lRY .• Ill 1'00111011 , IIE HAVE ·REC[ IVED 
;! ? ORTS THAT lHE SOVIET /4UTHO;ll1ES ARE fl~CING 
L :~IT/11 IONS 011 THE A61l llY Cr HESE IIORKEP.S TO COMMUN I Ct.TE 
'. :iH THE_IR F~Mll lES AUD FRIE~:!$ OUTSIDE HE USSR . 1/E 
!~ ~ l[VE IT IS IMPORTAIIT THAi lllT[ RIIAT rorm ATTC'lll ION ec 
i , r[N 10 THIS SllUATIOH, GIVEN THE O!VIOUS POSSIBll llY or 
~::>'LOllATION or THESE 1/0RKERS. 

I! . THE SOY I Cl GCVE RNMElll COULD CCIIT RI BUH T 0 
~~~SLISHING lHE TRUTH A6CUT iHESE VERY SERIOUS CHARGES EY 
"~;111T1ING AK- OEJECllV[ txAr,IHATIOr; or Lt.BOA COIIDITIONS ON 
; -:-~ VA~IOUS SIE[RIAII PROJECH A1:: THE co1;0111011s IN 1/l!ICH 
:::1•1ET l'OLITIC~L PRISOIIERS LIVE AND I/ORK . 11£ 1/0ULD 
.~~COIi[ SUCH AN INDEPEIIDtlll l lllERllAT IOllAL IIIV[Sl IGAl ION, 
~ :-:- )HE FROSF[CTS fO~ 06l~IIIIHG THIS ~ ~ E P~oc:eLi IIOT 
!'- :GHl . roF. EHM?LE, CHARGES or USE OF rcrmb LABO~ HiVE 
:ZE-t; ll~OE Ill T~E PAST AGAll:Si TH USSR IN lHE 

TELEGRAM 
SUTE 269372 

. Aj 
· 4721 EUR82SS ,w. 

IIITERNATIONAL LABOR ORGlNllATION . ILO,. HOIF.VER; TIE 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES KAVE CONSISTENlLY REFUSED TO ALLOV AN 

_ILE NISSION 10 .VISIT THE USSR TO INYESllGATE THESE CMUGES. 

U, IECAUSE OF 1HE SERIOUSNESS OF ~HESE· CHARGES, AND THE 
I\ASSIVE HUMAN Rl"TS VIOLATIONS tKICH T~EY IMPLY, \IE 
IELIEVE THE l~TERNATIONAL COMMUHITY HAS A RESPONSIBILITY 
TO INVESTIGATE TMEII. THE USG, FOR. ITS l'ART, IS lKOIOU(tHLY 
UAlilNING THE INFORMATIOII 6EING BROUGHT TO BEAR OH THIS 
ISSUE, AND 1/E UNDERSlAND lKAT SEVERAl OTHER GOVERNIIEIIH 
HAVE INDICATED SIMILU INTEIH\OIIS. AS OUR EXAMIIIATIOII 
PROCEEDS, \IE Ill LL •••• IIH!RE VER. l'.OSS I Btt.: -- MAKE OUR 
FIIIOillGS AVAIL~BL[ TO lHE PUELIC •• I,'[ II.OPE lHAl CTH[~ 

. GOVtRHMEIHS AND l'l°IVATE .DRGl<tUZiT I CNS 111 LL 00 "Tlfi: SA.'1£. SHUL T2 
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97TH CONGRESS s RES 449 2D SESSION . • • 
Expressing the sense of the Senate with respect to human rights violations in · -

connection with the construction of the trans-Siberian pipeline. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES · 

AUGUST 17, 1982 

Mr. ~MSTRONG submitted the following resolution; which wa.s referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

RESOLUTION 
Expressing the sense of the Senate with respect to human rights 

violations in connection with the construction of the trans­

Siberian pipeline. 

Whereas the Soviet Union is proceeding with its plan to build 

the trans-Siberian pipeline, known as the Y ainal pipeline; 

Whereas · there is Senate testimony that massive use of forced 

labor may be used by the Soviet _Union to complete its con­

struction; 

Whereas . there are first-hand :-•dissident reports that there are 

four to seventeen million Soviet citizens now being held in 
some tvlo thousand work camps in the Soviet Union and 

that there· are persistent published reports of . 8:greements to 

deport forcibly up to a half-million laborers from Vietnam to 
. - . . . 

Soviet Union . concentration camps in direct violation of in-

ternational agreements; 



2 

Whereas the Vietnamese Government under the 1973 Paris 

Peace Agreements which were signed by former Secretary 

of State Rogers and North Vietnamese Foreign Minister 

Nguy en Duy Trinh guaranteed freedom of residence and 
. 

freedom of work; 
. 

Whereas there is concern that political prisoners from Poland 

and other Soviet satellite countries may also be forced to 

work on the Y amal pipeline; 

Whereas there have been estimates by Soviet dissidents of enor­

mous ioss of lives of workers forced to do the heavy, dirty, 
dangerous work in Soviet labor camps under subhuman con­

ditions; 

Whereas if allegations of for·ced labor prove to be true, the par­

ticipa~on of the West in furnishing either technology or fi­

nancing to· make the construction of the pipeline possible is 

tantamount to unwitting collaboration by the West in one of 

the most· massive abuses of hum~ rights in history; 

Whereas the United States stands, as it has always stood, in the 

forefront of the struggle for freedom and dignity of every 

human being: Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that-

2 (1) the Secretary of State should-· 

8 (A) investigate the extent to which forced 

4 'labor will be e~p·i~yed ~d human rights violated · 

5 in the construction of the trans-Siberian pipeline 

6 and to cooperate with other Western nations 

7 which also see~ to investigate such violations; and 

• 
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• 
1 (B) report back to the Congress within thirty 

2 days with his preliminary findings and with a final 

3 report by January 1, 1983; 

4 (2) -the heads of the appropriate Federal ag~ncies -

5 should take the steps necessary to assure that the 

6 United States is abiding by existing treaties respecting 
~ 

7 the importation of goods produced with slave lal.>or. 

0 ·- . -· 
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ULAilINIR LOMONOSOU, CHRIRHRN OF THE STRTE CONNITTEE FOi 
LRBuR RHil SuCiAL QUESTIONS, WRS QUOTED BY TBSS NE~S AGENCY RS 

SAYIHG THAT NOT R SinGLE U!ETHAnESE WAS WORKING ON THE PIPELINE 

!I " u. ~-
LI'!"" .. "" U!H,lH!J 

~l"",...,.."t'"'t.:,-,,,. t i.~"U!""':'IA ·---1 "'"' UtJ.a,,.. ""=-~-:.., ""n•··~ ..... ,.."' "t\.l 
1
/ !!:: ! nttnt:Jt ,HJKf,tK:J fL:JIJ t!n!Jt: lH:trt Er.Ml"' f t:11 ! N ~ 

LONONOSOU SAID THE UIETNANESE ALL WERE WORKING IN SOUTHERN 
lll:ll:tt"C 1"'ut: ... , !.._, .... _ .. r-,ni' ri:·1 l1'iJT1"1i'J UUJ:l)!'" T!Jl"' ·1"'L HHHJ: pr;,-- iii,...f,...<pl L' i !/;° "!' 'H"i=' 1 D 
11" ~ -.t I n • .J '-' J .. ._ ,_ fl ., _ :1 ;:. ii:.. n t: , i! t: .: ., ,, ii , ._ ii: n ., ll I.. ., . .I\ C. f., ._ 1 ... 

OWN. BilT THE FIGURES .HE GRUE nIFFERED FRON A REPORT IN THE 
GuUE?.HNENT NEWSPAPER IZUESTIA LAST nAY. 

I2UESTIR, RESPONDinG TO EARLIER RFPfiRiS OF UlETNAnESE 
WORKING Iff SIBERIA, SAID THERE WERE 7,008 OF -THEN .IN THE SOUIET 
UHIOH. 

"l'!' ""'U u.~""'""'!JIIU t:1JL l fl . nttr..ttr.1Jl!IJ!1 
Bunn, OCT i3, REUTER 

KOSiRHilOU PLEDGED TODAY 
nRTURRL GAS THROUGH THE 
OF SC_HEilULE, 

l! u .... r ,,,. "' ... ,, 
tit 1Jt1-J 

NEWS CONFEREHCE .IN 
THE PIPELIHE IS 
w·RSHinGHiH HRS 

"1"l'' .. ..... -- ::rnv it i DEPUTY PRHiE 

~ECO~E OFERATiONAL IN 1984. 

EUROPEAN FI?.nS SUFPLrIHG TECHNOLOGY FOR THE FIPELIHE, 
TO SLOH HOWH THE PROJECT,. CAUSING A TRANSATLANTIC ROW. 

11"'"°'•"&.1'1'1.,-.IJ: tt.~.-S ("'ft,-J"lt•'l"'-11"1 .~f-Tr-"- -""'T."\:.Sil.!.!'I\, ."\ .,..,-. .-i,":'\,- ~,-.i:~.-.l"\.,-.1 

tU~lttHHUU wn~ JrtH~lftU NtltK ~!UN ffU M !KNllt tKU!ULUL WITH 
ur-r• ,.,.. .. ::a:.r ,..r.,,,,s--sa ""'f." u T'il I"..,.l"'R .~.,..,.~., t .-.U,i\.("'P\ •-·,-..,-,- ,. . ....... :,- i-;1 ..... n~ r. 
Jit.J f tltr.nhn C .. !JiiUf1 L,.J IH11 ::, I!:, IJ ! !IJ Li1rfJ5.,iilJ~t!" t1 ! I lit tfll.l .Jr f1 

TWu-TIHr SESSION OF iHE SQijIET-WEST GERMAN CO~MISSION ON 
ECOHfinIC fiHil SCiEHTFIC COOPERATION. 

R JOIHi CONnUNIQUE .REAFFIRriED BOTH SiDESe SUPPORT FOR 
CuMPLETIOH OF THE PIPELIHE, AND CALLED FOR THE EXPANSION OF -

..,.H,. I ;.. 
'' ... 

, · 
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T AGS: EE C, EP, PEPR, SHUM, UR 
SUBJECT: EC FOREIGN MINISTER S CANNOT CONFIRM USE 

L ABOR IN BUILDING SIBERIAN GAS PIPELINE 
OF SL AVE \ 

1. SUMMARY. DURING THE EUR OP EAN PARLIAMENT'S OCTOBER 1 3 
PLENARY IN S T RASBOURG, DANISH MINISTER ELLEMANN-JENSEN 
SAI D THE E C-10 WER E AWARE OF CURRENT RUMOR S THAT SOVIET 
AUTH ORIT I ES WERE USING P RISON LABOR TO BUILD THE 
S I BE RIAN GAS PIPELINE, BUT HE DECLINE D TO SPECULAT E 
ON WHAT EC WOULD DO IF THE RUMOR S WERE SU BSTANTIATE D. 
EN D SUMMARY. 

2. IN STR AS BOURG DURI NG E UR OPEAN PARLI AMENT QU EST ION 
TIME ON OCTOBER 13 EURO - MP GERARD ISRAEL ~RE NCH 
GAULLIST) ASKE D CURREN T EC CO UN CIL PRESIDEN T AND DANISH 
FOREIGN MINISTER ELLEMANN-JENSEN WHETHER THE TEN. 
WER E AWARE OF RUMORS CIRCULATING THAT PRISON LABOR, 
SOME OF WHICH MIGHT BE POLITICAL PRISONERS, WERE BEING 
USED IN THE CONSTR UCTION OF THE SIBERIAN GAS PIPELINE. 
3. ELLEMAN N-JENSEN REPLIED T HAT WHILE THE EC-10 FORMIN S 
HA D DISCUSSED THE REPORTS THEY DID NOT KN OW WHETHER 
THEY WERE TRUE. THE MATTER WAS NATURA~~y A SUBJEC T OF 
CONCERN AN D ALL MEMBER STATES WE RE COMMITTED TO WORK 
IN TH E MADRI D CSCE FOLLOW-UP CONFERENCE AN D IN OTHER 
F ORA FOR FULL COMPLIANCE WI TH ALL PROVISIONS OF THE 
HELSINKI FINAL ACT . 

4 . ELLEMAN N-JENSEN DECLINED TO ANSWER AS HYPOT HETICAL 
A SUPPL EME NTARY QUESTION ON WHAT ACTION THE TE N FOREIGN 
MINISTERS MIGHT CONSIDER SHOULD THE RUMORS OF PRISON L AB OR 
BE CONFI RME D. BARRACLOUGH 
BT 
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•EUR-106 (10/25/82) 

• 
(EXCERPTS) REPORTS ON SOVIET USE OF FORCED LABOR 

EYEWITNESSES CITE SYSTEMATIC RIGHTS VIOLATIONS (2,500) 

• 

DATE: 10/25/82 

RECENT REPORTS THAT THE KREMLlN IS USING DOMESTIC AND IMPORTED 
• I 

FORCED LABOR IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF MAJOR INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS --

INCLUDING THE YAMAL NATURAL GAS PIPELINE FROM SIBERIA TO WESTERN EUROPE 

-- HAVE ADDED TO THE CONCERN OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY ABOUT 

SYSTEMATIC SOVIET VIOLATIONS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS PROVISIONS OF THE 

HELSINKI ACCORDS. 

EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THAT NOT ONLY CRIMINAL INMATES OF SOVIET PENAL 

CAMPS, BUT ALSO THOUSANDS OF SOVIET PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE -- BOTH 

POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS DETAINEES --

AND VIETNAMESE LABORERS IN THE USSR ARE PERFORMING MANDATORY LABOR, 
/ 

ACCORDING TO THESE REPORTS, SOVIET PRISONERS WORK IN SUB-ZERO 

TEMPERATURES AND HAZARDOUS, UNSANITARY CONDITIONS WITHOUT ADEQUATE 

CLOTHING, FOOD OR MEDICAL CARE. 

DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT SOVIET INFRINGEMENTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IS 

BEING MONITORED, COMPILED AND RELEASED BY INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

IN EUROPE, ASIA AND THE UNITED STATES. THE ISSUE OF FORCED LABOR IN 

THE USSR HAS BEEN PUBLICLY RAISED DY HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS SUCH AS THE 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN FRANKFURT AND THE 

INTERNATIONAL SAKHAROV COMMITTEE IN COPENHAGEN, AND BY LABOR BODIES 

#,.,,}/'! ...... ,JJ. -~·•· .. 
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SUCH AS THE INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU) IN 

BRUSSELS AND THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORG.\NIZATION ( I°LO) IN GENEVA. 

"BECAU_SE OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF THESE CHARGES, AND THE MASSIVE HUMAN 

RIGHT~ VIOLATIONS WHICH THEY IMPLY," TH~ U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT SAID 

SEPTEMQER 22 THAT •we BELIEVE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAS A 

RESPONSIBILITY TO INVESTIGATE THEM. THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, FOR ITS PART. 

IS THOROUGHLY EXAMINING THE INFORMATION BEING BROUGHT TO BEAR ON TH'IS 

ISSUE. ••• • 

THE U. S. SENATE, MOREOVER, HELD A HEARING ON THE "HUMAN RIGHTS 

CONSEQUENCESM OF THE PROPOSED TRANS-SIBERIAN PIPELINE. THIS w~s 

FOl:.LOWED BY A SEPTEMBER 24 SENATE RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A sr·A~E 

DEPARTMENT INVESTIGATION OF CHARGES THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS USING 

CONSCRIPT LABOR AND ABUSING HUMAN RIGHTS TO BUILD THE YAMAL PIPELINE. 

THE POSSIBILITY OF AN OBJECTIVE O'N-SITE INSPECTION OF LABOR 

CONDITIONS IN THE USSR IS REMOTE, CONSIDERING MOSCOW 1 S RECORD OF 

. REJECTING ALL SIMILAR ILO REQUESTS. IN ADDITION, INTERVIEWING l'IORE 

WITNESSES IS SCARCELY FEASIBLE NOW THAT THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES HAVE 

· INTENSIFIED THEIR REPRESSION AND INTIMIDATION OF ALL DISSIDENTS -­

•INCLUDING MEMBERS OF THE VARIOUS SOVIET . GROUPS SET UP TO MONITOR 

OFFICIAL COMPLIANCE WlTH THE HELSINKI FINAL ACT AND MEMBERS OF TH~ 

INDEPENDENT RUSSIAN LABOR UNION (SMOT), . 

IN AN EFFORT TO HALT THE FLOW OF INFORMATION OUT OF THE SOVIET 

UNION, MOSCOW HAS SEVERELY RESTRICTED TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE 

OUTSIDE WORLD, ANO HAS INCREASED HARASSMENT OF FOREIGN JOURNALISTS. 

ALSO, THE TRICKLE OF SOVIET EMIGRANTS HAS BEEN STEMMED. 

IT IS WELL KNOWN THAT LARGE INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS IN THE SOVIET UNION 

(MORE) 
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. . ~uN::.CRIPT LABOR SINCE THE 1920'5, HUNDREDS OF 

THOUSANDS OF PRISONERS HAVE WORKED AND DIED IN CONSTRUCTION, FORESTRY 

AND MINING IN AREAS TOO INHOSPITABLE TO ATTRACT THE LABOR OF FREE 

WORKERS. THE BELOMOR CANAL IN THE EARLY 1930 1 S AND THi BAIKAL-AMUR 

RAILROAD IN THE 1970'5 ARE ONLY TWO EXAMPLES FROM A LONG LIST OF SOVIET 

PUBLIC WORKS CONSTRUCTED BY GULAG LABOR, 

IT IS, THEREFORE, DIFFICULT TO IGNORE . THE CUMULATIVE WEIGHT, 

PERSISTENCE AND PLAUSIBILITY OF TESTIMONY THAT THE SOVIET UNION 

CURRENTLY USES FORCED LABOR -- A STANDARD PRACTICE SINCE THE DAYS OF 

LENIN • 

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM TESTIMONY THAT IS IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN: 

(BEGIN EXCERPTS) 

• 
(MIKHAIL MAKARENKO -- SOVIET HUMAN RlGHTS ACTIVIST, ARRESTED 1968 

ANO SENTENCED TO 8 YEARS FORCED LABOR; LEFT USSR 1978, TESTIMONY 

BEFORE U.S. ·SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL FINANCE AND MONETARY 

POLICY, JUNE 18, 1982) 

• 
•THE AIM OF HAVING THESE CAMPS IN THE SOVIET UNION BY THE SOVIET 

REGIME IS NOT ONLY TO HAVE FREE LABOR BY SLAVES. THE FIRST AND 
\ 

. FOREMOST AIM IS TO COMPLETELY DO AWAY WITH THOSE WHO THINK 

DIFFERENTLY.,,. 

•,,,AFTER KHRUSHCHEV THE CAMPS STARTED GROWING AND MORE OF THEM WERE 

AROUND, · I WITNESSED THAT MYSELF WHEN I WAS ONE OF THE INMATES, 

•AND THE SECOND ELEMENT I WOULD LIKE TO DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO IS 

THE DEATH RATE IN THE CAMPS, NOT ONLY FROM LACK OF PROPER FOOD BUT ~ACK 

• .,. .!l-"'"jl.;.. ':;. .. •:,•',-,.:i. 
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OF SAFETY IN WORK, BECAUSE THEY ARE POORLY DRESSED. I HAVE BROUGHT 

EXAMPLES OF CLOTHING, WHICH IS THE SAME IN THE SUMMER AND THE 

WINTERTIME. AND THIS IS THE MAIN MEANS BY WHICH THE REGIME ANNIHILATES 

THESE PEOPLE •••• 

"THESE PEOPLE ARE SUPPOSED TO FULFILL A NORM ••• THEY RECEIVE FOOD 

LIKE THAT WHICH WAS GIVEN TO THOSE WORKING IN THE AUSCHWITZ CAMP BY THE 

NAZIS. 

"AS LONG AS I WOULD REFUSE TO WORK FOR THE COMMUNISTS, I WAS 

RECEIVING ABOUT 50 PERCENT OF WHAT THE PRISONERS WERE GETTING IN 

BUCHENWALD AND A.USCHWITZ .••• " 

• 
(MIKHAIL MAKARENKO INTERVIEW IN "THE WASHINGTON TIMES," 

MAY 19, 1982) 

• 
•QUESTION: WHAT KIND OF LABOR WILL THE SOVIETS EMPLOY IF THIS 

PROPOSED NATURAL-GAS PIPELINE FROM SIBERIA TO WESTERN EUROPE PROCEEDS? 

MAKARENKO: PRIMARILY PRISONER LABOR; THEY WILL BE THE ONES WHO WILL 

CLEAR THE FORESTS, BUILD THE ROADS AND THE FIRST LIVING QUARTERS FOR 

THE MORE SKILLED SPECIALISTS WHO WILL PUT THE PIPELINE IN PLACE •••• 

Q: WILL THIS PRISON LABOR BE POLITICAL PRISONERS OR ORDINARY 

CRIMINALS? 

A: ALL PRISONERS WILL BE PUT TO WORK ON THE PROJECT • • , . 

TODAY IN THE SOVIET UNION YOU HAVE 2,000 CAMP AND PRISONS; 150 CAMPS 

ARE FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN UNDER TWO YEARS OF AGE ALONE, HUNDREDS OF 

OTHER CAMPS ARE FOR CHILDREN FROM 11 TO 18 YEARS OF AGE, AND MANY OF 

THESE PRISONERS IN THE CAMPS WILL BE WORKING ON THE PIPELINE •••• 

(MORE) 
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Q: THIS PIPELINE PROJECT IS A HUGE UNDERTAKING. IN TERMS OF 

~UMBERS _, HOW MANY WORKERS WILL THE SOVIETS REQUIRE? 

5 

A: IT WILL REQUIRE ENORMOUS QUANTITIES OF FORCED PRISON LABOR. I 

DON'T HAVE AN ACCURATE ESTIMATE, BUT SEVERAL YEARS AGO•A RAILRO~D 

PROJECT OF SIMILAR SIZE WAS COMPLETED. ON ONE SECTION ALONE, IT rooK 

AN ENTIRE DIVISION OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTRY FORCES TO GUARD 200,000 

PRISONERS. BUT WHATEVER NUMBERS THE SOVIETS NEED FOR THE PIPELINE, 

THEY WILL GET THEM.• 

• 
(JULIA VOSNESSENSKAYA SERVED TWO YEARS IN LABOR CAMP FOR 

BELONGING TO AN INDEPENDENT SOVIET WRITERS' MOVEMENT AND THEN FORCED To 

EMIGRATE IN 1980. STATEMENT SIGNED IN WEST GERMANY, AUGUST 1982, AND 

RELEASED IN REPORT OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

(ISHR), "THE USE OF FORCED LABOR ON THE SIBERIAN GAS PIPELINE: 

DOCUMENTATION,• FRANKFURT, AUGUST 1982) 

• 
•THE TOWN OF KUNGUR LIES ON THE ROUTE OF THE PIPELINE, AND THERE IS 

A PRISON CAMP FOR WOMEN NEAR THERE. THE CAMP ·IS DESIGNED FOR 800 BUT 

NORMALLY UPWARDS OF 2,000 WOMEN LIVE THERE. THERE IS A FACTORY 

PRODUCING WORK CLOTHES IN THE CAMP, WHOSE PRODUCT IS DESTINED FOR THE 

NEARBY CONSTRUCTION SITES AND THE WORKERS THERE •••• 

"I MYSELF HAVE BEEN IN TWO PRISON CAMPS, ANO HAVE GATHERED 

INFORMATION FROM DOZENS OF SUCH CAMPS. 

•IN ·NO CAMP DO THE WOMEN WORK LESS THAN 12 HOURS A DAY, AND oo ·so ON 

A DIET BETTER FITTED FOR A TWO-YEAR-OLD CHILD THAN AN ADULT. THE 
' 

WOMEN CONSIDER IT A GREAT MISFORTUNE TO BE SITUATED NEAR A 'GREAT 

(MORE) 
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ECONOMIC PROJECT' (OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE), FOR IN RUSSIA THINGS ARE 

BUILT THE WAY THE PYRAMIDS WERE: NOT SO MUCH WITH KNOWLEDGE AND 

TECHNOLOGY BUT WITH HORDES OF SLAVES .• , • 

6 

"CAMPS WITH CLOTHING FACTORIES ARE ALWAYS OVERFILLED AS A 

CONSEQUENCE. THERE ARE TOO FEW BEDS, WOMEN SLEEP ON THE FLOOR, UNDER 

THE BUNKS. THEY LIVE IN TENTS PITCHED BETWEEN THE BARRACKS. FACTORIES 

EVEN HAVE SEWING MACHINES SET UP IN THE CORRIDORS WHICH ARE NEVER 

SWITCHED OFF, THE NEXT SHIFT IS ALWAYS STANDING READY,• 

• 
(JULIA VOSNESSENSKAYA INTERVIEW IN THE DANISH "JYLLANDSPOSTEN,• 

SEPTEMBER 5, 1982) 

• 
"THE WEST IS AN ACCESSORY TO BREACHES OF HUMAN RIGHTS BY SIGNING THE 

GAS AGREEMENT WITH THE SOVIET UNION. I HAVE SEEN THOUSANDS UPON 

THOUSANDS OF PRISONERS AND SLAVE LABORERS AT WORK ON THE GAS PIPELINE 

FROM SIBERIA TO WESTERN EUROPE, I WAS ONE. OF THEM.• 

• 
(AVRAHAM SHIFRIN -- SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR POLITICAL REASONS 1953, 

SENTENCE COMMUTED TO 25 YEARS IN LABOR CAMP; SERVED TEN YEARS IN CAMP 

AND FOUR IN INTERNAL EXILE BEFORE ALLOWED TO EMIGRATE, STATEMENT 

SIGNED IN ISRAEL, AUGUST 1982, IN REPORT OF ISHR, FRANKFURT, AUGUST, 

1982) 

• 
"THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT FORCED LABOR IS USED IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

THE SIBERIAN GAS PIPELINE. THIS WAS ALREADY THE CASE IN OTHER LARGE 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS. BESIDES, IT IS OTHERWISE IMPOSSIBLE TO FINO 

(MORE) 

~~ 

~ 



, · 

l :~:~ 5: 
.·~J .. _ ..... 

STORY: EU1061025 PAGE: 7 

SUFFICIENT WORKERS IN AREAS WITH UNPLEASANT CLIMATIC CONDITIONS, UNLESS 

THEY ARE OFFERED SPECIAL INCENTIVES, SUCH AS ABOVE AVERAGE WAGES •••• . . 

•,,.PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE ARE FOUND IN EACH CAMP DESTINED PURELY 

FOR COMMON CRIMINALS, THESE PRISONERS ARE MOSTLY MEMBcRS _OF VARIOUS 

NATIONAL MINORITIES, CHRISTIANS OR THEY ARE SIMPLY SEEKING PERMISSION 

TO EMIGRATE,• 

• 
(TELEPHONE ACCOUNT FROM MR, P,S., MOSCOW, JULY 1982, IN REPORT .OF ISHR, 

FRANKFURT, AUGUST, 1982) 

• 
"BECAUSE OF MY CRITICISM OF THE GOVERNMENT I WAS RELEASED FROM MY 

POSITION AT THE INSTITUTE OF MINING IN MOSCOW. NO ONE IN THE ENTIRE 

CITY WAS PREPARED TO EMPLOY ME. THE KGB MAN •SAID TO ME: 1 YOU CAN 

ALWAYS VOLUNTEER TO WORK ON THE PIPELINE, BEFORE WE SEND YOU THERE 

ANYWAY,,.,' 

•so I TRAVELLED TO TYUMEN, WHERE I WAS TOLD TO REGISTER AS AN 

ELECTRICIAN AT THE DISTRIBUTOR STATION AT URENGOY • • • , 

ON MY FIRST DAY AT WORK I WAS OFFICIALLY INFORMED THAT CAMP INMATES 

WERE ALSO ·AT WORK ON THE PIPELINE,, .• 

" IN THOSE ELEVEN MONTHS I WITNESSED MANY FATAL ACCIDENTS CAUSED BY 

EXPLODING GAS OR TOXIC FUMES •. DURING THE SUMMER, CONCRETE WAS 

DELIVERED IN OPEN LORRIES. IT OFTEN BECAME SO HARD EN ROUTE THAT THE 

PRISONERS RECEIVED LACERATED HANDS AS THEY ATTEMPTED TO REMOVE IT. 

EVEN THE HEAVY EQUIPMENT FROM ABROAD WAS UNLOADED BY UNAIDED 

PRISONERS •••• 

"POOR SERVICING LED TO MANY BREAKDOWNS AND THE PRISONERS WERE MADE, 

(MORE) 

,. 

·.; 

~ ... 

~ 

t ., 
I , 



-© 

.........._ ~ 

,· .... ~ 

STORY: EU106!025 PAGE: 8 

WITH INADEQUATE EQUIPMENT, TO PUT THE DAMAGE RIGHT. THE~ HAD _TO MOVE 

THE HEAVY _ PIPES. IT OFTEN HAPPENED THAT WEAK ROPES BROKE AND KILLED 

SOMEONE. I OFTEN TRIED TO RAISE THE MATTER WITH THE TRADE UNION BUT 

ALWAYS RECEIVED THE ANSWER THAT: 'YOU SHOULDN'T FEEL SORRY FOR THEMr­

THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN KILLED LONG AGO,' •.. 

· "THE WORST SIGHT TO BEAR WAS THAT OF THE MANY FEMALE PRISONERS, WHO 

WERE OBLIGED TO PERFORM THE SAME WORK AS THE MEN. EVERY EVENING THEY 

RETURNED FILTHY AND SOAKED TO THEIR BARRACKS, AND HAD NO CHANCE TD 

CHANGE OR WASH THEIR CLOTHES, ••• • 

• 
(DOAN VAN TOAi -- FORMER OFFICIAL OF THE COMMUNIST NATIONAL LIBERATION 

FRONT IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND AFTER FALL OF SAIGON SERVED BRIEFLY IN 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE OF NEW COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT. TESTIMONY BEFORE U,S. 

SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE, 

JUNE 18, 1982) 

• 
"THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS •••• TODAY THEY EXPORT LARGE NUMBERS OF 

VIETNAMESE WORKERS TO SIBERIA • • •• 

"THE INITIAL NEWS OF THIS DEPORTATION WAS FIRST REPORTED ~N THE 

LONDON ECONOMIST MAGAZINE ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1981, AND IT WAS THEN 

REPEATED BY THE FRENCH MASS MEDIA, THE~ WERE TALKING ABOUT THE HANOI 

AUTHORITIES HAVING EXPORTED 500,000 VIETNAMESE WORKERS TO THE SOVIET 

UNION -- ALL OF WHOM WERE BETWEEN 17 AND 35 YEARS OF AGE • • •• THIS 

INFORMATION ALSO SAID THAT 60 PERCENT OF THEIR SALARIES WOULD PAY OFF 

HANOI'S DEBTS TO MOSCOW, THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT WOULD TAKE 20 

PERCENT ANO THE WORKERS WOULD RECEIVE ONLY THE REMAINING 20 PERCENT.; •• 

(MORE) 
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"I CAN GIVE YOU A SHORT LIST OF NINE VIETNAMESE WHO ARE FORCED TO GO 

AND WORK AS SLAVES IN SIBERIA TO HELP CONSTRUCT THE GAS PIPELINE, 

THESE NINE VICTIMS ARE PEOPLE I RECENTLY MET THROUGH M-Y FRIENDS AND 

THEIR RELATIVES STILL LIVING IN VIETNAM,,,, 

"LOOKING AT THE BACKGROUND OF THE VICTIMS, AND THEIR LETTERS TO 

THEIR RELATIVES, ·u BECOMES OBVIOUS THEY ARE BEING FORCED TO GO ro WORK 

IN THE SOVIET UNION, AND ALSO IT IS CLEAR THESE ARE PEOPLE WHO 00 NOT 

LIKE THE REGIME OR THE REGIME DOES NOT LIKE THEM, HANOI IS, IN FACT, 

USING ONE STONE TO KILL TWO BIROS: IT SAVES ITSELF THE COST OF FEEDING 

HALF A MILLION MOUTHS AND IT ELIMINATES THE OPPOSITION AND THE 

DANGEROUS ELEMENTS AT HOME. AT THE SAME TIME, IT ASSISTS IN THE 

BUILDING OF A STRATEGIC PROJECT FOR THE SOVIET UNION •••• • 

• 
(LE THI ANH -- WRITER, SCHOLAR AND HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST; CURRENTLY 

DIRECTOR OF THE VIETNAMESE INFORMATION BUREAU, WASHINGTON, D,C. 

TESTIMONY BEFORE U.S. SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE, JUNE 18, 1982) 

• 
•THE SOVIET UNION'S CHRONIC MANPOWER SHORTAGE AND RELIANCE ON 

FOREIGN WORKERS COMBINED WITH VIETNAM'S HUGE DEBT TO THE USSR ANO 

SHORTAGE OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE, ITS CONTINUING DEPENDENCY UPON SOVIET AID 

TO CONTINUE HER OCCUPATION OF CAMBODIA ... ALL MAKE THE EXPORT OF 

VIETNAMESE LABORERS TO THE SOVIET BLOC NOT ONLY MANDATORY BUT THE MOST 

LOGICA~ ARRANGEMENT FOR BOTH COUNTRIES ••.. 

•,,,FAMILIES IN VIETNAM RECEIVE LETTERS FROM THEIR RELATIVES WORKING 

IN SIBERIA, THAT IS THE PLACE WHERE THERE IS A GREAT DEMAND OF 

(MORE) 
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MANPOWER BECAUSE OF DEVELOPMENT OF OIL AND GAS FIELDS -- AND WHERE THE 

GAS PIPELINE IS .BEING CONSTRUCTED •••. 

•wHAT ALARMS THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNITY IN THE NEW PROGRAM IS THE HUGE 

NUMBER: 500,000 WORKERS WILL BE SENT IN FIVE YEARS, ANO REPORTS OF · 

THE USE OF CONCENTRATION CAMP MANPOWER AND ALL OTHER CHARACTERISTICS OF 

SLAVE LABOR IN FROZEN SIBERIA •••• 

•RECENT INFORMATION GATHERED FROM VIETNAM, THAILAND AND CHINA ON THE 

SUBJECT OF LABOR EXPORT TO WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES REVEALS THAT AN 

ESTIMATED 16,000 PERSONS HAVE BEEN FORCIBLY SENT TO THE SOVIET BLOC 

SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW PROGRAM IN THE FALL OF 1981,, •• THE 

TOTAL FOR THE FIRST TRIMESTER OF 1982 (IS) CLOSE TO 6,600 PERSqNs ••• ~• 

(END EXCERPTS) 
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