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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

December 26, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Letter to the President from Mr. Zalans 

Mr. Antons Zalans, President "Dzintars", wrote a letter to the 
President requesting that issues regarding Latvian-Americans be 
raised at the Geneva Summit. On December 5, we received State's 
reply which does not adequately address the concerns raised in 
Mr. Zalans' letter. We asked for a redraft and to date, have 
only received the same response without any modifications. 
Please forward a revised draft by COB December 30. 

William F. Martin 
Executive Secretary 



UNCLASSIFIED 
(CLASSIFICATION) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

- ·. . 
FOR: Mr. Rober·t C. McFarlane 

National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

TO: president Beagan FROM: 

,S/S t 8534105 

DATE December 5, 1985 

Mr. Antons Zalans 

DATE: September 30, 1985 

Meetinq: Human Rights 

SUBJECT: Reagan-Gorbachev 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: Nov. 18, 1985 NSC t 360499 

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION TAKEN: 

X A draft reply is attached 

---
---
---
---

REMARKS: 

A draft reply will be forwarded 

A translation is attached 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below 

Other 

UNCLASSIFIED 

~~ ✓, 
Nicholas Platt 

Executive Secretary 

(CLASSIFICATION) 



Dear Mr. Zalans: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
SUGGESTED REPLY 

I am replying to your September 30 letter to President 

Reagan requesting that he raise the issue of Soviet violations 

of human righti during his discussions with Soviet General 

Secretary Gorbachev. I regret the delay in this response. 

The U.S. Government has consistently condemned Soviet 

unwillingness to respect basic human rights. These measures 

are contrary to the human rights provisions of the Helsinki 

Final Act. We have strongly called for the Soviets to comply 

with their commitments in that agreement. We have made it 

unequivocally clear in virtually every high-level meeting with 

Soviet officials that their human rights violations are a 

serious obstacle to improved U.S.-Soviet relations. We will 

continue to insist the Soviets live up to their international 

commitments, including the Helsinki accords. 

Mr. Antons Zalans, President, 
"Dzintars", 

12 North Grace Street, 
North Aurora, Illinois. 
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In raising the subject of human rights at the Geneva 

meeting, President Reagan stressed to Soviet General Secretary 

Gorbachev that respect for the individual and the rule of law 

is as fundamental to peace as arms control. In this regard, 

the President_~ressed for greater Soviet adherence to inter­

national agreements such as the Helsinki Accord. The Soviets 

agreed in the Joint Statement to the importance of resolving 

humanitarian cases in a cooperative spirit. 

Sincerely, 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

85341.05 

0 F F I C E 

NOVEMBER 18, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF: 

ANNE HIGGINS 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

360499 

LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 30, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. ANTONS ZALANS 
PRESIDENT 
THE ASSOCIATION DZINTARS 
12 NORTH GRACE STREET 
NORTH AURORA IL 60542 

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES ISSUES OF CONCERNS TO ALL LATVIAN 
AMERICANS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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LATVIESU KATOLU STUDENTU APVIENIBA 
I 

DZINTARS 
') ,-. ( ' 1 (\ Q 
t.) . ' ,'} <., , 

85341.05 
The Association of Latvian 

Catholic Students " DZINTARS" 
Association des Etudiants 

Catholiques Lettons " DZINTARS" 

ANTONS ZAI.ANS 
Prezidents 
12 N. Grace Street 
North Aurora, IL 60542 
(312) 892-7490 

ANITA A, POCS 
Vice-prezidente 
205 S. Parkside Rd . 
Normal , IL 6176 1 
(309) 452-3842 

EUGENIJS POCS 
Sabiedriskais audzinatajs 
4831 Alpine Park Dr. 
Rockford, IL 61108 
(815) 399-2267 

VESMA BALTMANIS 
Sabiedriska audzinataja 
20 W 683 Mayfair Lane 
Lombard, IL 60148 
(312) 495-9820 

ROBERTS TUTINS 
Kasieris 
1338 Briar Cl. 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
(3 12) 827-0808 

SILVIA VIKSNA KARTOFELS 
Sek retire 
7058 N. Oleander Av. 
Chicago, IL 60631 
(3 12) 774-7797 

I:r . Honald '.:iilson R8a gan 
President cf U . S . A. 
'.·lashington, D. C. 

Hr . ? r e sident, 

3c p t c~ber JO , 1985 . 

In y our f ort h c or.1in0 talk s i·i2. t h cho.innan :'";-oroa ch ev, :p l e c1 s e 
c on sider soc.e i s su e s :::> f c o~-i cern to all La t vian-k ;1eri c ans: 

1 . lhe r estoration of f ree , i n de9enden t Latvia as it was 
before June 17 , 1 940 , Hhon Soviet U:iion, f ollowing t h e 
i-i:o l o t ow 2.;."ld ni b entrop a c reerrien t , i n v a de d L~ tvi a • . 

2. 1rhe d i s c ontinuation of mod 0r :'l. holocaus t of Latvian 
peop l e by stopp i n c c ontinuous i nflu;-: o f Russi a ns in 
La t vi a , t hus cau sing n ational extincti on . 

J . ·i::1e restoration of h u..,,an ri c;hts in La tvi a - freeing 
p olitica l p risoners, restorin G f r e e t r av el for vi sitors 
an d i' ree a ccess to So viet ·;·v o.nd Press f o r .s t c: tesmen 
of f r e e d e~ocracies, a s Sov ie ts have i t i n U. S . A. 

~~ - 'I'h e r c storat :.on of r e l igi ous fr e e d.a . L -i La tvi a - allowing 
to ···· rin t reli E; ious boo~:s i n ::m.::. ... f icien t a:r1ou..Y1t , allowing 
f :ree trnvcl f or ~ardin.::cl J u l i on ~.rai vc d s of _ iba t o 
Va ti c a :1 , t o ce a s e t ·:1.e :9ersecu t i on of the 2.'ai t n..f' u l . 

. fo a re c c,n f:dent. t ~~n. J~ 7ou :=.:. i10..r e t > .. e sx·ie c o'"'. c e:"'!.l s ar..d 
t~~· t you will s'c::- ::1. d '. i i t h u s o..co.~_ :::.st t'.~e 3ov :.Gt O:'.:')}"):rcs sors . 

4:1:L~ 
Fre sidei-: t u f .c ssoc iation 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

9709 

December 20, 1985 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM F. 
SIGNED 

FROM: JACK MATLOC 

SUBJECT: Letter to th President from Mr. Zalans 

Mr. Antons Zalans, President, "Dzintars", wrote to the President 
requesting that issues regarding Latvian-Americans be raised at 
the Geneva Summit. On December 5, the State Department forwarded 
us a reply which does not adequately address the concerns raised 
in Mr. Zalans' letter (Tab II). We have asked the State Depart­
ment to provide a redraft of this letter and to date, have 
received only the same response without any modifications. At Tab 
I is a memorandum from you to State requesting that we receive a 
revised draft by COB December 30. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That y ou sign the memorandum at Tab I. 

Approve ~ 

Attachments: 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Memo Martin to Platt 
Draft Reply 

Disapprove 
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THE WHITE HO USE 

WAS HI NGTON 

December 31, 1985 

Dear Members of the Knesset: 

Thank you for your impressive petition on behalf 
of your Jewish br~thren in the Soviet Union, and 
for your expression of support for the efforts 
the United States has been making to help end 
their suffering. Let me reaffirm my own deep 
personal concern over the plight of Soviet 
Jewry. 

I raised our concerns over human rights and 
Soviet Jewry with General Secretary Gorbachev at 
last month's meeting in Geneva. I made clear to 
him that the American people have an abiding 
interest in human rights. I believe that, as a 
result of our discussions, Mr. Gorbachev has a 
better understanding of our concerns and of the 
importance we attach to progress in this area. 
The Soviets can have no doubt that human rights 
will continue to be an important factor in 
u.s.-soviet relations. 

Thank you again for your support, and rest 
assured that we will not be deterred from this 
vitally important cause. 

Sincerely, 

~~Q,L~ 

Members of the Israeli Knesset 
Israeli Knesset 
Jerusalem 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: ISRAELI KNESSET 

SOURCE: PRESIDENT 

KEYWORDS: USSR 

ISRAEL 

DATE: 31 DEC 85 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

MP 

SUBJ: PRES RESPONSE TO MEMBERS OF KNESSET RE SOVIET JEWS 

ID 8510010 

DATE: 15 JAN 86 

-------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------
REQUIRED ACTION: FOR DISPATCH 

DUE DATE: 

COMMENTS: CORRECTED LETTER 

1. F. Martin 
Executive Secretary 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 31, 1985 

Dear Members of the Knesset: 

Thank you for your impressive petition on behalf 
of your Jewish brethren in the Soviet Union, and 
for your expression of support for the efforts 
the United States has been making to help end 
their suffering. Let me reaffirm my own deep 
personal concern over the plight of Soviet 
Jewry. 

I raised our concerns over human rights and 
Soviet Jewry with General Secretary Gorbachev at 
last month's meeting in Geneva. I made clear to 
him that the American people have an abiding 
interest in human rights. I believe that, as a 
result of our discussions, Mr. Gorbachev has a 
better understanding of our concerns and of the 
importance we attach to progress in this area. 
The Soviets can have no doubt that human rights 
will continue to be an important factor in 
u.s.-soviet relations. 

Thank you again for your support, and rest 
assured that we will not be deterred from this 
vitally important cause. 

Sincerely, 

Knesset 

\\ 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: MCFARLANE 

SOURCE: PLATT, N 

DATE 17 DEC 85 

KEYWORDS: USSR HUMAN RIGHTS 

ISRAEL 

ID 8510010 

DATE: 06 JAN 86 

SUBJ: PROPOSED PRES RESPONSE TO MEMBERS OF THE KNESSET RE SOVIET JEWS 

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR DISPATCH 

DUEDATE: 08 JAN 86 

COMMENTS: 

FOR WILLIAM F. MARTIN --- .. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



.. fhe President has seen$ 

10010 ,~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 28, 1985 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT J-ti 
FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTER~ SIGNED 

SUB,TECT: Letter to Israeli Knesset 

Issue 

' ' ..... : ... 

Response to the letter from members of the Israeli Knesset of 
October 23, 1985. 

Facts 

Seventy-three members of the Israeli Knesset have sent you a 
signed Petition on October 23, 1985, urging you to raise the 
problem of Soviet Jewry with General Secretary Gorbachev at last 
month's meeting in Geneva. 

Discussion 

Your response (Tab A) expresses your deep personal concern over 
the plight of Soviet Jews. It notes that you have raised the 
question with General Secretary Gorbachev and you believe that as 
a result of the discussions, Mr. Gorbachev has a better 
understanding of our concerns in this area. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

Attachments: 

That you sign the letter to the Israeli 
Knesset. 

Tab A 

Tab B 

Letter to the Israeli Knesset 

Letter from the Israeli Knes~et 

cc: Vice President 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

10010 

December 19, 1985 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JACK 

Presidential Le the Israeli Knesset 

I have reviewed and concur in the proposed Presidential letter 
(Tab A) prepared by the Department of State to the Israeli 
Knesset in response to a petition on behalf of Soviet Jews. 
Attached at Tab I is a Memorandum to the President forwarding the 
letter for his signature. 
~ ... ,A ..dl.. / 11.a.. 

Sesffnovich, Mlnijel, Ra:i"nt:rnd and Cbvey concur. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Memorandum at Tab I. 

Approve~ Disapprove 

Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to the President 
Tab A Presidential Letter 
Tab B Letter from Israeli Knesset 
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8535110 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

December 17, 1985 

ME MO~ANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

L!JllEHFICll IE 

73 members of the Israeli Knesset have sent President 
Reagan a petition urging him to raise the problem of Soviet 
Jewry with General Secretary Gorbachev at last month's 
meeting in Geneva (copy at Tab 2). Given the intense 
interest in this issue of such a large number of Israeli 
leaders, we believe that an acknowledgment from the President 
would be appropriate. A proposed reply is at Tab 1. 

Attachments: 

~"4-~ 
Nicholas Platt 

Executive Secretary 

Tab 1 - Proposed response from the Pr esident 
Tab 2 - Knesset petition 

!lillTEB IFlll 1£ 
Department of ~-,tate C:,uicc!·res, Jul 2/1, 199 

By l.4._$. .. -- - ~-: · ; , · r_ ·: ~-: 1 t. fLL: 



Dear Members of the Knesset: 

Thank you for your impressive petition on behalf of your 

Jewish brethren in the Soviet Union, and for your expression 

of support for the efforts the United States has been making 

to help end their suffering. Let me reaffirm my own deep 

personal concern over the plight of Soviet Jews. 

I raised our concerns over human rights and soviet Jewry 

with General Secretary Gorbachev at last month's meeting in 

Geneva. I made clear to him that the American people have an 

abiding interest in human rights. I believe that, as a 

result of our discussions, Mr. Gorbachev has a better 

understanding of our concerns and of the importance we attach 

to progress in this area. The Soviets can have no doubt that 

human rights will continue to be an important factor in 

u.s.-soviet relations. 

Thank you again for your support, and rest assured that 

we will not be deterred from this vitally important cause. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 
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TH E WHIT E HO US E 

W:\S HI NGTON 

Dear Members of the Knesset: 

Thank you for your . impressive petition on~ 
of your Jewish brethren in the Soviet Union, and 
for your expression of support for the efforts 
the United States has been making to help end 
their suffering. Let me reaffirm my own deep 
personal concern over the plight of Soviet 
Jewry. 

I raised our concerns over human rights and 
Soviet Jewry with General Secretary Gorbachev at 
last month's meeting in Geneva. I made clear to 
him that the American people have an abiding 
interest in human rights. I believe that, as a 
result of our discussions, Mr. Gorbachev has a 
better understanding of our concerns and of the 
importance we attach to progress in this area. 
The Soviets can have no doubt that human rights 
will continue to be an important factor in 
u.s.-soviet relations. 

Thank you again for your support, and rest 
assured that we will not be deterred from this 
vitally important cause. 

Sincerely, 

Members of the Israeli Knesset 
Israeli Knesset 
Jerusalem 
Israel 


