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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

December 26, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: " _ Letter to the President from Mr. Zalans

Mr. Antons Zalans, President "Dzintars", wrote a letter to the
President requesting that issues regarding Latvian-Americans be
raised at the Geneva Summit. On December 5, we received State's
reply which does not adequately address the concerns raised in
Mr. Zalans' letter. We asked for a redraft and to date, have
only received the same response without any modifications.
Please forward a revised draft bv COB December 30.

[l AP0l

William F. Martin
Executive Secretary
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UNCLASSIFIED
(CLASSIFICATION)

S§/S # 8534105

DATE December 5, 1985

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

FOR: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House

REFERENCE:

TO: President Reagan FROM: Mr. Antons Zalans
DATE: September 30, 1985 SUBJECT: Reagan-Gorbachev

Meeting: Human Rights

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: Nov. 18, 1985 NSC # 360499

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION TAKEN:

X A draft reply is attached

A draft reply will be forwarded

A translation is attached

An information copy of a direct reply is attached

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below

Other

REMARKS :

Qauwﬁ o
Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED
(CLASSIFICATION)




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
SUGGESTED REPLY

Dear Mr. Zalans:

I am replying to your September 30 letter to President
Reagan requesting that he raise the issue of Soviet violations
of human righfé during his discussions with Soviet General
Secretary Gorbachev. I regret the delay in this response.

The U.S. Government has consistently condemned Soviet
unwillingness to respect basic human rights. These measures
are contrary to the human rights provisions of the Helsinki
Final Act. We have strongly called for the Soviets to comply
with their commitments in that agreement. We have made it
unequivocally clear in virtually every high-level meeting with
Soviet officials that their human rights violations are a
serious obstacle to improved U.S.-Soviet relations. We will
continue to insist the Soviets live up to their international

commitments, including the Helsinki accords.

Mr. Antons Zalans, President,
"Dzintars",
12 North Grace Street,
North Aurora, Illinois.



In raising the subject of human rights at the Geneva
meeting, President Reagan stressed to Soviet General Secretary
Gorbachev that respect for the individual and the rule of law
is as fundamental to peace as arms control. In this regard,
the President pressed for greater Soviet adherence to inter-
national agreements such as the Helsinki Accord. The Soviets
agreed in the Joint Statement to the importance of resolving

humanitarian cases in a cooperative spirit.

Sincerely,
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T HE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
NOVEMBER 18, 1985

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF:
ANNE HIGGINS

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 360499

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 30, 1985

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. ANTONS ZALANS
PRESIDENT

THE ASSOCIATION DZINTARS
12 NORTH GRACE STREET
NORTH AURORA IL 60542

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES ISSUES OF CONCERNS TO ALL LATVIAN
AMERICANS

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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WHITE HOUSE ///’/
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET

0O O - OUTGOING
[ H - INTERNAL

R | - INCOMING
g:é:n%r&’ IM';gIQl;'g)e 85/ / /I 0 é

Name of Correspondent: MMM&M /\.LS

O MIMail Report =~ User Codes: (A) (B) ©)

ROUTE TO: ACTION DISPOSITION
Tracking Type Completion
Action 5 Date of Date
Office/Agency (Staff Name) Code ;> _YY/MM/DD Response Code YY/MM/DD

2
Cogvdﬂus' ORIGINATOR 85/ 14 | /f 85 /1 1

Referral Note: o
JQ,BSIII 851 4

Referral Note:

Referral Note:

Referral Note:

Referral Note:

ACTION CODES: DISPOSITION CODES:
A - Appropriate Action I - Info Copy Only/No Action Necessary A - Answered C - Completed
C - Comment/Recommendation R - Direct Reply wiCopy B - Non-Special Referral S - Suspended
D - Draft Response S - For Signature
F - Furnish Fact Sheet X - Interim Reply
to be used as Enclosure FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE:

Type of Response = Initials of Signer
Code = “A"

Completion Date Date of Outgoing

Comments:

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter.

Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB).

Aiways return completed correspondence record to Central Files.

Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590.

581
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LATVIESU KATOLU STUDENTU APVIENIBA

DZINTARS

The Association of Latvian
Catholic Students “DZINTARS”

A
Suq 1()9

8524105

Association des Etudiants
Catholiques Lettons “DZINTARS"

3eptember 30, 19653,

ANTONS ZALANS Hr, Ronald ¥Wils f\n Recagen
Prezidents D
12 N. Grace Street President n.,f T.5.4.
B lashington, D.C.
ANITA A. POCs
Vi ide - .
205 5. Parkeide Rd. lir. ’resident,
Normal, IL 61761
(309) 452-3842 . R . ) ) )
ok In your forthconing talks with chairman rorbachev, nlesse
Sabiedriskais audzintijs censider sore issues of concern to all Latvian-imericans:
4831 Alpine Park Dr.
Rockford, IL 61108 . . = . o . )
(815) 399-2267 l. The restoration of free, indenendent Latvia as it was
VESMA BALTMANIS pefore June 17, 1240, when Soviet Uaion, following the
ooz liolotow and Ribentrop agreenent, invaded Latvia,.
Lombard, IL 60148 "
(312) 495-9820 2. The discontinuation of modern holocaust of Latvian
ROBERTS TUTING peopnle by stoppring contimious influx of Russians in
Ky Latvia, thus causing national extinction.
Des Plaines, IL 60018 5 g . L 5 . . . Lo A .
(312) 827-0808 Jes Lil@ resvoracion 901 uwran ri -f)‘h ¢S 1n Latvia = Ireeing
VA VA XARTORS politicel prisoners, restorinz free travel for visitors
Sekreta + Sovietr TV oand Pr © o
e cander Av. Vja I'ree access to Soviet . ana_P;es§ Tor statesmen
Chicago, IL 60631 of I'ree denmocracies, as Soviets nave it in U.S.A.
(312) 774-7797
. The restoration of religious freedo . in Lastvia - allowing
to ~rint religious boolis in sufficient amount, allowing
free travel Tor Jardinal uulian Jaiveds of Riga to
Vatican, to cease the persscution of the faitaful.
Je are confident. that you snare the swie concerms and
thot you will stond with us against the 3Soviet o*uﬂcsso"s.

Raspectfuly,

éz44%ﬂ7

ans,
wssociation




ACTION
MEMORANDUM
FROM:
SUBJECT:
Mr. Antons
requesting

the Geneva
us a reply

9709

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

December 20, 1985

FOR WILLIAM F. TIN
SIGNED
-. JACK MATLOC M

Letter to the President from Mr. Zalans

Zalans, President, "Dzintars", wrote to the President
that issues regarding Latvian-Americans be raised at

Summit. On December 5, the State Department forwarded
which does not adequately address the concerns raised

in Mr. Zalans' letter (Tab II). We have asked the State Depart-
ment to provide a redraft of this letter and to date, have
received only the same response without any modifications. At Tab
I is a memorandum from you to State requesting that we receive a
revised draft by COB December 30.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I.
Approve m~— Disapprove

Attachments:

Tab I Memo Martin to Platt
Tab II Draft Reply
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 31, 1985

Dear Members of the Knesset:

Thank vou for your impressive petition on behalf
of your Jewish brethren in the Soviet Union, and
for your expression of support for the efforts
the United States has been making to help end
their suffering. Let me reaffirm my own deep
personal concern over the plight of Soviet
Jewry.

I raised our concerns over human rights and
Soviet Jewry with General Secretary Gorbachev at
last month's meeting in Geneva. I made clear to
him that the American people have an abiding
interest in human rights. I believe that, as a
result of our discussions, Mr. Gorbachev has a
better understanding of our concerns and of the
importance we attach to progress in this area.
The Soviets can have no doubt that human rights
will continue to be an important factor in
U.S.-Soviet relations.

Thank you again for your support, and rest
assured that we will not be deterred from this
vitally important cause.

Sincerely,

Fo

Members of the Israeli Knesset
Israeli Knesset
Jerusalem

Soolo

1




ID 8510010
REFERRAL DATE:

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

15 JAN 86
MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: ISRAELI KNESSET
SOURCE: PRESIDENT

DATE: 31 DEC 85
KEYWORDS: USSR HUMAN RIGHTS

ISRAEL MP

SUBJ: PRES RESPONSE TO MEMBERS OF KNESSET RE SOVIET JEWS

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR DISPATCH

DUEDATE:

COMMENTS: CORRECTED LETTER

WNixlgam F. Martin
Executive Secretary



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

¥
Q7¢/ ' December 31, 1985

Dear Members of the Knesset:

Thank you for your impressive petition on behalf
of your Jewish brethren in the Soviet Union, and
for your expression of support for the efforts
the United States has been making to help end
their suffering. Let me reaffirm my own deep
personal concern over the plight of Soviet
Jewry. .

I raised our concerns over human rights and
Soviet Jewry with General Secretary Gorbachev at
last month's meeting in Geneva. I made clear to
him that the American people have an abiding
interest in human rights. I believe that, as a
result of our discussions, Mr. Gorbachev has a
better understanding of our concerns and of the
importance we attach to progress in this area.
The Soviets can have no doubt that human rights
will continue to be an important factor in
U.S.-Soviet relations.

Thank you again for your support, and rest
assured that we will not be deterred from this
vitally important cause.

Sincerely,

@M"\@‘r

nA’}:/ embers of the Israeli Knesset
W &DQ// Israeli Knesset
} ///JL @emﬁ

/g{/%



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ID 8510010

REFERRAL DATE: 06 JAN 86
MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: o TO: MCFARLANE
SOURCE: PLATT, N

DATE 17 DEC 85
KEYWORDS: USSR HUMAN RIGHTS

ISRAEL

SUBJ: PROPOSED PRES RESPONSE TO MEMBERS OF THE KNESSET RE SOVIET JEWS

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR DISPATCH

DUEDATE: 08 JAN 86

COMMENTS :
N\l v/@g@'_’)
FOR WILLIAM F. MARTIN
:

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 28, 1985

ACTION . .i
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTER&;j}iﬂ SIGNED B

SUBJECT: LLetter to Israeli Knesset

Issue

Response to the letter from members of the Israeli Knesset of
October 23, 1985,

Facts

Seventv-three members of the Israeli Knesset have sent you a
signed Petition on October 23, 1985, urging you to raise the
problem of Soviet Jewry with General Secretary Gorbachev at last
month's meeting in Geneva.

Discussion

Your response (Tab A) expresses your deep personal concern over
the plight of Soviet Jews. It notes that yvou have raised the
question with General Secretary Gorbachev and you believe that as
a result of the discussions, Mr. Gorbachev has a better
understanding of our concerns in this area.

Recommendation
oK No
/9’ﬁggl~ .____ That you sign the letter to the Israeli
Knesset.
Attachments:
Tab A Letter to the Israeli Knesset
Tab B Letter from the Israeli Knesset

cc: Vice President
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

December 19, 1985

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR

FROM: JACK F. MATLOC

SUBJECT: Presidential Lefiter to the Israeli Knesset

I have reviewed and concur in the proposed Presidential letter
(Tab A) prepared by the Department of State to the Israeli
Knesset in response to a petition on behalf of Soviet Jews.

Attached at Tab I is a Memorandum to the President forwarding the

letter for his signature.
. ’at
Seséanov1ch, Mighel, Ra§§gﬁg/and dbvey concur.

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you sign the Memorandum at Tab I.

Approve Zj Disapprove

Attachments:

Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Presidential Letter
Tab B Letter from Israeli Knesset

0\
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. 8535110 10010
United States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

LIRITER-DFFEIL 05E

December 17, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE
THE WHITE HOUSE

73 members of the Israeli Knesset have sent President
Reagan a petition urging him to raise the problem of Soviet
Jewry with General Secretary Gorbachev at last month's
meeting in Geneva (copy at Tab 2). Given the intense
interest in this issue of such a large number of Israeli
leaders, we believe that an acknowledgment from the President
would be appropriate. A proposed reply is at Tab 1.

Sichsley Has

Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary

Attachments:
Tab 1 - Proposed response from the President
Tab 2 - Knesset petition

, LINHED-OFFICHAL DSE



Dear Members of the Knesset:

Thank you for your impressive petition on behalf of your
Jewish brethren in the Soviet Union, and for your expression
of support for éhe efforts the United States has been making
to help end their suffering. Let me reaffirm my own deep

personal concern over the plight of Soviet Jews.

I raised our concerns over human rights and Soviet Jewry
with General Secretary Gorbachev at last month's meeting in
Geneva. I made clear to him that the American people have an
abiding interest in human rights. I believe that, as a
result of our discussions, Mr. Gorbachev has a better
understanding of our concerns and of the importance we attach
to progress in this area. The Soviets can have no doubt that
human rights will continue to be an important factor in

U.S.-Soviet relations.

Thank you again for your support, and rest assured that

we will not be deterred from this vitally important cause.
Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan

\\0
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Members of the Knesset:

Thank you for your impressive petition on<£igg;£,>

of your Jewish brethren in the Soviet Union, and
for your expression of support for the efforts
the United States has been making to help end
their suffering. Let me reaffirm my own deep
personal concern over the plight of Soviet
Jewry.

I raised our concerns over human rights and
Soviet Jewry with General Secretary Gorbachev at
last month's meeting in Geneva. I made clear to
him that the American people have an abiding
interest in human rights. I believe that, as a
result of our discussions, Mr. Gorbachev has a
better understanding of our concerns and of the
importance we attach to progress in this area.
The Soviets can have no doubt that human rights
will continue to be an important factor in
U.S.-Soviet relations.

Thank you again for your support, and rest
assured that we will not be deterred from this
vitally important cause.

Sincerely,

Members of the Israeli Knesset
Israeli Knesset

Jerusalem

Israel



