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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JANUARY 29, 1972

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUISE PRESS SUCRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

EXCHANGE OF RFMARKS BETWEEN
THE PRESIDENT
~ “AND |
HERBERT STEIN, CHAIRMAN, COUNCIL OF ECONOIIC ADVISERL
~ AND
DR. MARINA V.N. WHITMAN, MEMBER-DESIGNATE
COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS ‘

THE OVAL OFFICE
AT 10:14 A.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT: Mrs. Whitman must be confirmed by
the Senate, so she will not be able to say anything on her
own behalf today, but we are delighted that she has accepted
the appointment of the nomination to the Council of Economic
Advisers. And as our chitchat here indicates, while I an
sure rmost stories, as I know from the inspired lead which
appeared in the papers this morning indicated, this is very
ivportant, because this is the first time a woman has ever
peen a member of the Council. So be it. That is important.

But what is more important, I think, is that of
those who were considered for this post, that Herb Stein had
Mrs. Whitman first on his list and this is an indication of
our ccncern. I think it is the feeling of this Administration
and I think of most people in the government, Democrats and .
Republlcans, when we look for quality, particularly where
brains are concerned, and achievement, that we are not
concerned about color, we are not concerned ahout race, we .
are not concerned about religion, we are not ccncerned about
sex, we ‘are concerned about quality.

- And you don't have to feel -- I always say thls
about people -- (Laughter). But, in any event, in this
field, we have now added to the Council an experienced,
despite her young years, and also an intellectual ability
of the first magnitude and that is what Mr. Stein wants
and Ezra Solomon wants. You are outnumbered. It is two
to one, ..

MRS. WHITMAN: That is right.

THE PRESIDENT: But not in terms of brains. So, we
are very pleased. You can say a word. Your main problem
I think was bringing your children downtown this morning.

MRS. WHITHAN: I guess the family logistics were
a little complicated, but that seems to have been straightened
out with great success.

Thank you. I guess I can say how very, very pleased
I am to be here and how pleased and honored and excited I am
to be coming and to be given a chance to tackle some of the most
exXciting and important and difficult, challenging problems
that are in this country today.

MORE
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One of the things -about being an economist is that
unlike doctors and lawyers and so fow,a, we very seldom get
a chance to practice our profession as well as to teach. So,
it is a very unique, really, opportunity to be given this
chance to practice, I hope, in the highest sense, my profession.

Also, I was on the Council's staff last year and
I left Friday, August 13th, which was, for many, many
reasons, a bad time to leave. (Laughter) In fact, may I
tell you a little story about that? “

THE PRESIDENT: Sure,

MRS. WHITMAN: When I was just packing up, I left
the Council and had a call from a member of the Council staff
on Sunday the 15th, saying, "Be sure and watch your television
set tonight, because the President is really going to drop
a bomb." My eight-year old daughter said, "He is. Where?"
I just wish all bombs could be as productive as that particular
one.

In any case, I really feel I am coming home to
work again with Herb and Ezra Solomon and I am very grateful
to you, Mr. President, for inviting me back.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we are happy to have you and
I think this is,first, a very important assignment as the
Council's work this year, which must be not only a very good
year, but also it is a period in which we feel that it is very
1mportant to get on the Council a variety of eupericznce, a
broad base of experience and that we are accomplishing.

MR. STEIN: Marina will work in two of the most vital
areas for this year. She will do our internaticnal economics
and with the experience she has, she will conduct our relations
mainly with the price-wage control sy stem, on vhich she is
now an expert, since she has been a member of the Price
Commission for three months and that is more experience than
anybody else has. So, she has a lot to do and we are counting
very heavily on here. ' '

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very nuch.

END (AT 10:17 A.M. EST)
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEAS JANUA RY 26, 1972

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

The President today announced his intention to nominate Marina von
Neumann Whitman to be a member of the Council of Economic Advisers.
She would succeed Paul W. McCracken who resigned effective December
31, 1971. Mrs. Whitman is a Professor ¢f Economics at the University
of Pittsburgh where she has taught since 1963. She will be on leave from
that position. Since October 26, 1971 she has been a member of the Price
Commission, from which she is resigning.

Mrs. Whitman was born on March 6, 1935 in New York City. She was
graduated from Radcliffe College, with a B. A. degree in 1956. She received
her M. A, in 1959 and her Ph.D. in Economics in 1962 from Columbia
Univer sity. From August 1970 to August 1971 she served as senior staff
economist of the Council of Economic Advisers., Her principal subject

of research has been international economics, and she is the author of
several books and articles in that field.

She was a reporter on the Long Islander in the summers of 1953 and 1954.
Mrs. Whitman is the daughter of the late John von Neumann, world-famous

mathematician. She is the wife of Dr, Robert Whitman, Professcr of
English at the University of Pittsburgh. The Whitmans have two children.
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