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Honorable Gerald Ford
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Just a note to express to you sincere appreciation
for the tremendous service that you rendered to the United
States of America and to its people. Without your leadership
during the last two years, our constitutional government:
could have had some very severe strains. Rather than having
these severe strains on our constitutional form of government
during the two years that you were in office, our country
was strengthened and there was renewed faith that our
constitutional processes do work.

We came so close to carrying the state of Mississippi.
I geniunely regret that we did not do more and that we were
not more successful. The fact that you will not be president
for the next four years will be the country's loss and not
yours. I am sure that you and Mrs. Ford will find that the
release of pressures from this awesome office will be a
relief and allow you to do many things that you have not been
able to do for the past two years.

I did want to convey to you my regret that you were not
re-elected and also best wishes to you and your family in the
years ahead. I look forward to seeing you from time to time.

Cordially yours,

C Gorn—
Charles Pickering

CP/sg
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