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GEORGE M. o'BRIEN 

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT 

ILLINOIS 

December 28, 1976 

Dear Mr. President: 

I thought you might enjoy a clipping from 
the editorial page of the Joliet Herald-News, 
which was so well written by Editor Jack 
Crittenden. You met Jack at the Sheraton the 
night of the Dole-Mondale debate. He was a 
reporter on a Michigan paper when you were 
beginning a great political career. 

If ever an American President left public 
office standing tall in every sense of the word, 
that President is you; and we out here in the 
17th District, like everyone else in the country, 
feel deeply about you. 

Mary Lou and I wish you and Betty much well 
deserved happiness in the years ahead, and we 
hope to see you in the 17th District another day. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20501 

tfully yours, 
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paid at the poet office at Joliet, Illi-
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President Ford 
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We read President Ford's first 
published interview since the 
election - with UPI reporter 
Dick Growald - with some re­
lief. There had been rumors that 
Mr. Ford had taken his defeat 
badly and was spending his last 
days in the White House · in bit· , 
terness and depression. 

That obviously isn't the case, 
nor is it in character for Gerald 
Ford. A man overly sensitive to 
political reverses could not have 
survived in politics as long as he 
has, nor have risen as far as he 
did. Spending 25 years as a Re• 
publican in a Congress domi­
nated by Democrats makes Mr. 

· Ford no stranger to coming out 
on the losing side. 

That Mr. Ford has kept out of 
the spotlight since the election is 
also no surprise. Jimmy Carter 
quite naturally is dominating 
news of the White House trans{• 
tion. We might observe that the 
smoothness and good feeling of 
that transition owe as much if 
not more to the personality of 
Mr. Ford as to that of Mr. Car· 
ter. 

Indeed, history may · record 
that Mr. Ford was in some re­
spects a transition president. 
Though his 29 months in office 
have left a record of statesman• 

· ship and decision-making that 
will stand on its own right, he has 
performed an unusual role in the 

, sequence of administrations that 
make up presidential history. He 
may sense that himself, telling 
Growald that he thinks his great• 
est achievement was the healing 
o[ wounds that wracked our b0dy 
politic when he took the oath of 
office in August of 1974 . 

"When I became President, 
the people were angry with one 
another, the~ were disillusioned 

with government, there was a 
lack of faith in the White House 
and in the whole American form 
of government," says Mr. Ford. 
That is no description of the con­
ditions that will greet the next 
tenant of the Oval Office. 

Mr. Ford can take consider• 
able credit for expelling the 
ghosts of Watergate from the 
presidency, for winning back 
public confidence . in an office 
that must function as a major 
seat of power regardless of who 
occupies it. His stalwart, uncc-m· 
promising dedication to that goal 
is a measure of personal accom­
plishment that stands above the 
ordinary standards of judgment 
of a political officeholder. 

Mr. Ford, of course, did not 
see himself as a transitional fig­
ure with only that role to per­
form . He is known to have been 
laying plans for a new adminis• 
tralion that would take on the in- · 
dividual stamp he could not im-­
part to the executive at a time 
when stability and continuity 
were of high importance. We can 
only speculate on the new direc­
tions in government that might 
h_ave emerged under an elected 
President Ford. 

One thing is certain. The 
former congressman from 
Michigan who was thrust into the 
presidency by events beyond his 
choosing is leaving office with an 
uncommon degree or respect • 
and affection in the eyes of 
Americans on both sides of the 
political fl'n cc. :'<1r. Ford says 
he 's looki~g forward to an active 
f11ture within his party and out­
side the political sphere. We 're 
glad to hear that. It would be the 
country 's loss if 'Jerry Ford be-. 
comes a has-been after Jan . 20. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MR PRESIDENT: 

The attached is for your information. 
It will be handled in a routine manner 
unless you indicate otherwise. 

Jim Connor 




