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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN G TON 

January 9, 1976 

Dear Manny: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter to President Ford 
of December 11, 1975. 

Let me begin by thanking you for candidly conveying the concerns 
of El Congreso and of your participating organizations. At the 
same time, I want to thank you for affording me the opportunity 
to share with you the concern and commitment of the Ford Admin-
istration toward solving the problems of Hispanic Americans. 

Like the National Congress of Hispanic American Citizens (El 
Congreso), this Administration is firmly committed to the elim-
ination of systemic injustices against Hispanic Americans and 
to the total eradication of all forms of social, political and 
economic discrimination. That is why President Ford so strongly 
supported the 1975 Amendments to the Voting Rights Act and the 
specific inclusion of voting guarantees for Spanish speaking 
and other language minority Americans. This also explains the 
President's firm support of bilingual/bicultural education pro-
grams and other Federal measures to help conquer the language 
barrier facing many Spanish speaking people. Quality education, 
decent housing, comprehensive health care, meaningful employment, 
equal opportunity for all Americans have become hallmarks of 
this Administration along with the President's call for fiscal 
responsibility and a sound defense posture. 

At no time in history have Spanish speaking Americans enjoyed 
a higher degree of access to the White House and to other top 
decision-making bodies in the Feqeral Executive Branch than 
under President Ford. The President has met, not on one oc-
casion as your letter suggests, but on several occasions with 
representatives of Hispanic American communities from through-
out the nation. In fact, one of the first actions taken by 
Mr. Ford shortly after assuming ,the Presidency was to meet with 
the Hispanic Members of Congress and with his top Hispanic Admin-
istration appointees to discuss the problems facing Spanish 
Speaking Americans. That meeting, held on September 3, 1974 
was followed by a public ceremony announcing my appointment on 
September 16, 1974. 
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Following that particular meeting, you may recall, the President 
met with Spanish speaking leaders on October 17, 1974 at the 
White House and with Hispanic c ommunity representatives in Tubae, 
Arizona on October 21, 1974. Then camePresident Ford's historic 
visit with the National SER Board of Directors in Arlington, 
Virginia on July 17, 1975 (at which you were present) and the 
Voting Rights Bill signing ceremony on August 6, 1975 (at which 
you were also present) . Ironically, on the very day your lette.r 
was written, December 11, 1975, the President was meeting wi t h 
Hispanic American leaders from throughout the nation in the 
Cabinet Room of the White House. 

In addition to the President's personal appearances before 
Hispanic groups, Presidential Assistants Robert Hartman, Donald 
Rumsfeld, Bill Baroody, Doug Bennett, Theodore Marrs and I 
have met on several occasions with Spanish speaking leaders. 
Bill Baroody presented the 1975 LULAC National Convention key-
note address in Milwaukee and I addressed the IMAGE, AMAE , MAPA 
and American GI Forum conventionsthis past year. 

To characterize the President as insensitive to the needs of 
.Hispanic Americans is to deny some very significant accomplish-
ments of this Administration: 

.President Ford is the first Chief Executive to 
recognize the importance of the Spanish .speaking 

,community in this country by taking action to · 
appoint a Hispanic American to a top White House 
post (Fernando E. C. De Baca) . 

. President Ford is the first Chief Executive to 
appoint a Hispanic Ameri can to a top Office of 
Management and Budget ppst (Fernando Oaxaca) . 

. President Ford is the fi r st Chief .E~ecutive to 
appoint a Cuban American to a super grade position 
as head of the Cuban Refugee Program (Ricardo Nunez). 

I 

In fact President Ford has taken strong measures to assure the 
meaningful involvement of Hispanics at all levels of government. 
He has either appointed, promoted or retained in office a total 
of 58 Hispanic super grade and management level Hispanics 
including Bert Gallegos, Director of the Community Services 
Administration; Alex Armandaris, Director of OMBE; Raymon ~ les, 
EEOC Commissioner; Carmen Maymi; Director of the Women' ~~a& ; 
Sam Martinez, Federal Regional Council Chairman; Joe Mal_ onado 
Regional Director of HEW (San Francisco); Gilda Bojorqu ~z 
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Gjurich, IWY Commissioner; Rudy Cervantes, Manpower Planning 
Commissioner; Rudolph Montejano, National Board of Directors 
of the Legal Services Corporation; Gilbert Pompa, National 
Deputy Director of the Community Relations Service, Depart-
ment of Justice; Victor Rivera, Regional Director of SBA 
(Denver); Edward Aguirre, Regional Commissioner of Education 
(San Francisco); Edward Baca, Regional Commissioner of 
Education (Dallas); Edward Pena, Director of Compliance, 
EEOC; Lorenzo Ramirez, Regional Director of EEOC (Dallas), 
Angel Rivera, Associate Administrator for Field Operations, 
CSA; Carlos Villareal, Postal Rate Commissioner; Eddie Mercado, 
Regional Director of EEOC (New York); Roger Moure, Executive 
Officer, US Public Health Service, HEW; John Molina, Director 
of Bilingual Education, U.S. Office of Education HEW; John 
Rodriquez; Assistant Commissioner of Education, HEW; and many 
others. The list is lengthy. In fact, at no time in the 
history of our nation have so many Hispanics occupied im-
portant decision-making posts in the Federal Government than 
under the present Administration. 

To be sure, much work remains to be done to insure the fair and 
equitable representation of Hispanic Americans in all branches 
of the Federal Government and at all pay grades and levels. In 
this connection, you will recall, that last March President 
Ford called on all department and agency heads to pay significant 
attention to the identification, recruitment and selection of 
Hispanic Americans for Federal career posts at all levels. He 
called for a strengthening of the Spanish Speaking Program and 
for the bolstering of Federal civil right~ efforts. • 

I trust this letter responds positively and definitively to 
your concerns regarding this Administration's commitment to-
ward solving the problems of Spanish Speaking Americans. You 
will be pleased to know that Tomas Arciniega has been cleared 
for appointment to the NIE Educational Research Advisory Board 
and that we are moving forward with the CPB Board of Director's 
appointment. 

Thank you again for your interest and concern for the needs of 
Spanish Speaking Americans. Your comments and suggestions for 
effectively addressing these needs are indeed appreciated and 
welcomed. 
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I know that by working together we can continue to close the 
gap between promise and fulfillment and to shorten the time 
frame for the attainment of solutions to our nation's 
problems. 

With the President's best wishes, I remain 

Fernando E. C. De Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 

Mr. Manuel D. Fierro 
President 
National Congress of Hispanic 

American Citizens 
Suite 706 
400 First Street, Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20001 



After the unprt.,cend{!ntoo attrg4 of s aninh spenkinq s,10POrt 
for th~ President in 1972 (Richard U.xcm recf!ivoo 35\ of 
t. :i.e Spanish speaking vote in 1972 ompar0{1 t:o ,;t in-_1,,~8) , 
it wau hoped that the in:roada that had boen made ,-,,ould 
boqin to t rqe a long and lasti.ng rolatlon.shi bet~~l'll, the 
Re ublioan Partv ~n1 tho Spanish s?Qaking co~.it,. 
t!nforbmately, that did not:. happen.. In!Jt!!:ad, t..lt~ enthusia9m 
nnd optimism which had c!-..aracterizc<l the pre-election n:tont.h~ 
d.is.appearec'!. There begnn to develop a t.i1id.Gs ,rt:,ad f celing 
of disappointment nTh.'i ro....~entmont. at what. \-tas vim.,ed aa a 
lack of ;post-election interea+- o the part of n Ropublican 
11.dminlst.ration in the continued proqrcs!l of: the S aninh 
speaking. Riapanic eorm!mt.ity leader hege.n to o onlv 
critiei,te the Republican J\dministrati(\n for Ndecaivim1• nnd 
"betraying"' Spanish speaking voters by puhlfei,:ing the 1,1i 
advancements in appot!ltrn9nts, ~ro.grnms a~1 contracts, and 
t.hc.u1 systemati-cally eliminating t 'tOln in 1,13 an .1974. 

_yl)t ~I<. s WA5 
Following the 1972 el ction, th~ courting of nis .anic:.t '""-aa 

C(;tJ F u-J F.D h.ecn.d 1m1 H<l to a f.ew cot rtesy meetings wit:'-\ seleeted 
. unity loaders and ot...¾er similar non-substantive gesture .. 

Up until Au9ust 1974 not one subnttmtive initiativ~ or 
significant increaso in Spanish s-neaking programs had takon 
,lace. The result was a unanL'i'J'\Ous fGcling of frustratim.,. 

a. id betrayal on the par . of Span!e!i SP,..akinq people aero s 
t:he country. 

Then car.;e tho change in hdmfnintrat!ons and the transfer o! 
leadership t'..o Gerald R. Ford as Pr-Gsid,z:nt. 'i'here follower? 
a e~ries of actions b,. the Pr~si<hmt restorln(f the con-fidenc~ 
of Snanish spoa.king 1.:c1erica.ns in. their nresident.. "'tt'. Ford 

ccame t..~c firat Peeiident in tbe hietor7 of the nation t~ 
hire a r,ersori of Hispanic origin on tha White Mouse ataff: 
he signed into law ireportnnt. new legit1l.ation dosi9ned t() 

provide greater rGsoureos for !lingual education programs 
and for student f !.naneial aesistanee pragra:1s; he :r11sh$d for 
pa~saq~ of t.l)e Housing AssiActance and comrnuni.ty :)eveloprno .. t 
>.ct of 1974 and later ei~ncd the mew.umre into law; h~ mot 
with Latino Congressional leaders and Hispanic Am~rica.n 
organization ho.ads,; ha met with PretJident F'.chcverria of 
Mexico and established a De.nestle Ci">Uncil Com.t!tittee on 
Illegal Alien!; to look into tho pro~lcr:ls of the illegal alien; 
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he appointed. .rt Gallegos as DirN::tcr of the Comnrunitv 
Services Administration and several other distinguished 
Sp.a.nish Americans to import.-'lnt 1:,oa:rds and c~issions r he 
pre5ided ov~r public meetings d .signed to _licit 
r .,onu-tH1ndation9 on _.ow he1't to deal with t e eao- omy in 
the light of inflation .. 

,.. 



WHITE HOUSE INITIATIVES 

POB SPANISH SPBAKDJG AMBtuCANS 

Following an unpre.ented surge of lpanUh speaking support 
for the Republican Presidential candidate in 1972, it was 
hoped that. llhe inroad• that had been made would begin to 
forge a long and laating relationship between 1:he Republican 
Party and the Biapanio communit.y. Unfo:rtuna~ly, t:his did not 
happen•• reflected in the disappointing result.a of th• 1974 
Co119ru•ional elections. 

The Spaniah speaking people aupported former President Nixon 
for one reaaon only-becauae he had ac0Clllpllahed more for 
them than any other President in the hiat:ory ot the nation, 
and thOae aoocmpliahmenta were eaay to proYe. Unfortunahly, 
lack ot Mainiatration enthuaiasm and poat•election interest 
tn the continued progress ot the Spanish speaking resulted in 
an unan.iaoua feeling of frustration and betrayal by Hispanic 
community leader•. 

,· 
Accompliahments 

Since Preaident Ford'• usumption of office on August 9, 
1974, several major event• have taken place to counter the 
hoatile and •keptioai atmoaphere surrounding Spaniah epeakin9 
leaders. Amont the eignifioent ao~ione taken by the l'ord 
Administration u a measure of its comitment: to the Spanish 
speaking are the following, 

{ 

• Paaaage ot the Voting Right• Act of 1975. 

• Increaae from 42 million to 70 million for Bilingual/ 
Bicultural Education Programa. 

• Appointment by the President of the tiret Spaniah 
origin person to aer,e in a senior posit.ion on the 
White Houae st.atf (Fernando c. De Baca). 

• Appointment ot the firat Asaociat.e Director of 0MB 
of Biepan.t.o deaoent. (Fernando Oax&Qa). 
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;January 9 1 1976 

Dear Manny; 

I have been asked to reapond to your lat~ to ?re•i~ent Ford 
of December 11" 1975. 

Le~ me begin by thanking you for candidly conveying the ooneerne 
of Kl congreao and of your putioipatla9 01:9aniaationa. At the 
a.me t1N, I want to thank you for affotdlng me the opportunity 
to ahan vit.h you the concern and coadtaent of the l'ord Adain-
1•tration ·toward 80lving the probleme of Uiapanic 1\llericana. 

Like th• National COngreu ot ffiapanic American Cit1aen• (Bl 
Congreao), thi• A4111.n1str•tion 1a ftraly committed to the eliJn-
JJuat.ion of ayateldc injut1cea against Ri•panic American• and 
to the toUl eradication of all foru of aocial, polld.cal and 
economic d1acri=lna~1o~. That i• vhy President Pord so strongly 
supported tba 1975 Anaendman~• to the Voting U.9hta Act and tbe 
•pacific inclusion of voilng guarantee.a for Spanial\ •t>ttaking 
and other· langu.ge minority Americana. 'l'bia &lao egplaina the 
reaident•a firm •upport of b11lnqual/bicultural education pro-

grama and other Pederal •uuee to help conquer 1:he language 
barrier faoln9 1 many Spanlah •peaking people. Quality education, 
decent houaing, coapreheuive health can, meaningrul enployauent, 
equal opportunity fo~ all Americana have become ballaarka of 
thi• Adld.ni•t~ation along with the Pre•14ent•• call tor fiacal 
naponaibility and a ao\Uld defense poatara. 
At no t1M in h.latory bav• ,Sp-ftfliah apeakiog· Americana enjoyed 
a higher degree of aeftaa to th• White Rouff an<l to other top 
decialon-mating bod.1•• ln the Federal Executive Branch then 
under Preaident Ford. The Pr aident haa met, not on one: oc-
casion a.a your letter augge•t•, but on several occaaiona with. 
repreaent.ativea of Biapa.nic American cotmaunitie• from through--
out the nation. ln tact, one ot the fir•t action• taken by 
Hr. Pord ellort.l.y aftu' uataing the Presidency wu -.t with 
the Hispanic Members of and vith hia top Hiapenic Adain-
1atraUon api,oint.eea t.o diaewta i:he probl..,. facing Spaniah 
lpeuing Americana. That -.ting, held on Septe•ber l, lt74 
was followed by• public ceremony annOtUlcing ay appointtaent on 
September 16, 1974. 



Polloviog that particulu meeting, you MY recall, the Pre•1dent. 
1r1et wit:b Spani.ah speaking leader• on OCt<dMr 17, 1974 a.t th• 
White lloua• an4 with Biepanic ccmuaity raprennt.aUve• :ln Tubae, 
Arizona on October 21, 1,1,. Then cam Preatdent. Por<t•• hiatoric 
v1•1t. with tit• National saa Board of Pireotora in. Arlington, 
Virginia on July 17, 1915 (at which you INtre pre•ent) and the 
YotJ.ng .Rigbta Bill aigntng cereaony on August:,, 1975 (at which 
yo1.1 were alao preaent). txonically, on the very day your letter 
waa written, December 11, 1975, th• Preaid81lt wu Meting viti:I 
Hispanic American leader• from throughout~ n•tion 1n th• 
Cabinet nooni of the Whi t_e Bouse. 

< In addition to the Preaident • a per•onal appearances before 
Hiapanic groupa, Preeident.lal Attsiatanu Robert Hartsaan, Donald 
awuteld.# 8111 Baroody, Doug Bonnett, 'l'heodor• Marrs an4 I 
have mat on ••verel occaaiona with Spanish apeaking leaden. 
Bill Baro_ody puaente<l the 1975 Ltn.kC Hat.ional convention Jc.ey-
not. a&ke•• in Milwauk• and I addr .. 8fl4 the I:t&GE • MIAl:, MAPA 
And AMrican GI Fora convention 'this paet year • 

. To characterize the President u 1naena1t1ve to the neec!• of 
Hispanic Americo.n• ia to deny acme '\'1'ry •ignificant accCllll)liah-
ments ot thi• Ad&IJ.nistratlon. 

,Preaident. Ford ia the fint Chief Bxecutive to 
recogniH th• importance o! the Spaf\iah speaking 
coJB\UJJ.ty in tbia couatry by uking action to 
appoint. a Hi•panic A:Dericc to• t.op Wh1~ soue 
poat (!'ernudo E .. c. De Baca) . 

• Pruident Pord ia the first Chief Executive to 
appoint a Hispanic Aaerrcan to a top Office of 
.Manageaent and Oudget. poat CFern..-xdo Oaxaca) • 

. Preaident. !'ord i• the first Chief hecutive to 
appoint a Cuban American to a super grade position 
u bead ot the Cuban Refugee Pr09r1111 (Ricardo Nun••>· 

In fact Pra•idant !Pord baa taken atront ---•r•• to •••U'e the 
•an1ngful involvement of Uispanica at all level• ot goftrmaent.. 
Be ha• either appointed, promoted or retained in otf•ce a total 
of 58 Hispanic •uper grade a.nd ma.nagp,ent level lliapanica 
including Bert Gallego., O.lrector of the COIIQunit.:, Service• 



Gjuricll, IWY co.d.saioner, Rudy Cervant.e•, Manpower Planning 
COlai••ioner, ru.&dolph Montejano. National Bocr4 of niroctora 
of tile Legal Service• Corporation; Gilbert Pompa, ,.fational 
tleputy Director of the Comunity 8elat1on• Service, Depart-
ment of Juat10•1 Victor lU.vera, Regional Director of SBA 
(Denver); Sdvard Aguirre, Regional Commiaaloner of MucatJ.on 
(Saa rranciaco); Bdward Baca, Regional Commiaaioner ot 
Education (D•lluJ, Edward Pena, nix-ector of COJllPliance, 
REOC; Loruao Ramire.a, Re9ional Director of EBOC (na1luJ1 
Angel Uvera, Associate Adlainl•t:rat.or for 1'1-el4 ap.rat6ona, 
CSA: carlos Villareu, Po•t•l Rate eonuaaioner, £Ml• Mercado, 
Raqional Directoi- of EEOC (Nev York); Roger Moure, Executive 
Officer, US Public Health Service, mm, John Melina, Directot 
of Bilingual Education. u.s .. Office of ?education imw, John 
l\odriqu.a, Aasiatan.t C0.1••10Aer of Bducat.lon. un, .nd llUlY 
otbera. The list. 1• lengthy. In fact, at. no title in tbe 
b1•tory of ow: nation haft_, nany lliepuic• occupied im-
portant 4ec1•1on•Mking po•t• in the Pederal Covermaent than 
under t:he pre•ent Mllini•t.ration. 
Tc be aure, auch work remain• t.o be done to imnu:e tb• tair anti 
equitable repreaentation of Hi•panic A.Nricans in all branch•• 
of the Federal GovarlUlleJlt and At all pay 9radetl and l•vel•. ?n 
tbia COIU'Mllction, you will recall, that l••t March frealdent. 
Ford called on all departaant and agency head• to pay si9nificant 
attention t.o the iaontifieatlon., xeeruitlllent and •election of 
Hispanic AmarJ.caas for Fed•r•l cu .. r po•te at all levalw. Ue 
calllld for• •t.ren9thanin9 of tb• Spu.1ah Speaking Program and 
for the bolatering of ,~al civil right• efforts. 

" 1 truat this lettu r .. pon<la positively and definitively t.o 
your concern• regarding ti.'li• Adllin.t.atration.•• aollBltment to-
ward solving the .probleru of Spam.ah Speaking Americana. You 
will be pleaeed to know that Towus Arciniega has been cleared 
for appointment to the 111£ E.ducat:ional Research Mviaory Board 
and that we are moving foward with the CPD Beard of Of.rector•• 
appoint.anent. 

Thank yoll again for your inter.at eAd concen for 1:he n .. d• ot 
Spanish Speaking Aaarie•n•• Your COMenu and augqead.ona for 
effectively ad4r•••1ng t.beM need• are indeed appreciated and 
velooaod. 



I know tbat. by working together we can continue to oloae the 
gap bet.ween promise and fulfillment and to ehort•n the time 
frame tor the attaiJUD11nt. of aolutiona to our nat.ion'• 
problama. 

With~• President•• be•t vi•h••• I r ... in 

leepectlully youra. 

Fernando£. c. De Baca 
Special Aasiatant. to the President 

Hr. Manuel o. Pierro 
Preaiden~ 
National Con9naa of Hiapanic 

American Citt••ns 
Suite 706 
•oo Jlirat su .. c, Norlahweat. 
Wuhing~, O.C, 20001 
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Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of our National Board of Trustees, 
and the 125 participating national, state and local 
Spanish speaking organizations, I would like to bring 
to your personal attention our very deep concern over 
your Administration's continued failure to firmly 
commit itself to the particular problems and concerns 
affecting our nation's second largest minority; the 
Spanish speaking community. 

On numerous occasions, individuals and represen-
tatives of Spanish speaking organizations have re-
peatedly made known to the White House the pervasive 
social, economic, political and federal job discrimi-
nation that has historically been perpretrated against 
our Hispanic community. We have all rightfully asked 
whether these practices would continue under this 
Administration. Additionally, in many of these same 
occasions we have also discussed with senior White 
House staff persons whether or not this Administration 
was seriously going to be open and responsive, not 
only to our fervent pleas for equality of opportunity 
and for a meaningful opportunity to participate in its 
decisions but also whether this Administration would 
couple its responsiveness with meaningful and construc-
tive action. 

Now, if after sixteen months our Hispanic com-
munity is to judge this Administration by its past 
and present record in meaningfully and constructively 
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Hon. Gerald R. Ford December 11, 1975 

responding to our particular problems, concerns and needs, it 
can only conclude that this Administration is failing us mis-
erably. And if we are to judge this Administration's leader-
ship, again, we can only conclude that its leadership has been 
insensitive, indifferent and continues to callously and bla-
tantly ignore the problems, concerns and needs of our nation's 
16 million Hispanic American Citizens. 

Mr. President, it is not without cause that we are ex-
pressing these very critical concerns to you. Let's take a 
look at the record: 

• In the past 16 months you have met only once with a 
sizable representative group from the Hispanic com-
munity and on another occasion you briefly stopped 
by a board meeting of a Hispanic organization. 

• In spite of over 15 million Hispanic American citizens 
in this country you have only made three Hispanic 
Presidential Appointments: Fernando De Baca, Special 
Assistant; Fernando Oaxaca, Associate Director 0MB; 
and Bert Gallegos, Director of CSA. 

• In spite of repeated requests and inquires to the 
White House not a single Hispanic has yet to be ap-
pointed to any Sub-Cabinet posts, Federal commissions, 
regulat,ory agencies or any high level federal program 
staff positions. 

• In spite of the demonstrated success of the Bilingual 
Education Program in meeting the needs our nation's 
limited English speaking children, you have once again 
demonstrated your total lack of support for this ef-
fort by requesting to Congress on November 18, 1975 a 
rescission cut of $27.7 million for the Bilingual 
Education Program. 

• In spite of repeated promises and commitments during 
the last six months from senior White House staff 
members that you would soon nominate a Hispanic to 
the Board of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
you have failed to fulfill this promise and commit-
ment. 

- 2 -



Hon. Gerald R. Ford December 11, 1975 

• In spite of repeated promises and commitments during 
the last year and-a-half from senior White House 
staff members that you would soon nominate a Hispanic 
to the Policy Board of the National Institute of 
Education, you have again failed to fulfill this 
promise and commitment. 

• In spite of repeated requests by numerous individuals 
and organizations for the last year for the appoint-
ment of a Hispanic recruiter in the White House 
Personal Office, you have refused to positively act 
on this request. 

• In spite of repeated requestsfor a strong and an 
effective enforcement effort in protecting the civil 
rights of the Hispanic community, this Administration 
has responded with its decision to stop all action 
against national origin discrimination complaints in 
HEW's Office of Civil Rights in the Dallas region. 

• In spite of numerous requests and invitations for you 
to appear and address numerous Spanish speaking 
organizations and/or their conventions, you have 
literally rejected every single request. 

• In spite of repeated efforts by individuals and 
Hispanic organization to obtain your support for the 
numerous legislative proposals that directly impact 
on our nation's Hispanic community that have been 
and are currently pending before Congress, you have 
failed to lend support to a single issue. 

The list is endless, but I am sure it vividly illustrates 
our point. For these reasons, Mr. President, we cannot in good 
conscience be silent and allow this inexcusable situation to 
continue. We are therefore strongly urging you to personally 
begin the immediate resolution to these problems. 

We very anxiously await your reply. 

MDF:jep 

_;;=:JD~ 

- 3 -

Manuel D. Fierro 
President 



Hon. Gerald R. Ford 

cc. Richard B. Chenney 
Robert T. Hartman 
Ronald Nessen 
William Baroody, Jr . 
Fernando C. De Baca 
Theodore C. Marrs 
William N. Walker 
Douglas P. Bennet 
Members of El Congreso Board 
National Hispanic Organization 

- 4 -

December 11 , 1975 
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THE WH ITE HO U S E 

WAS HI N G TON 

January 9 , 1976 

Dear Manny: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter to President Ford 
of December 11, 1975. 

Let me begin by thanking you for c andidly conveying the concerns 
of El Congreso and of your participating organizations. At the 
same time, I want to thank you for affording me the opportunity 
to share with you the concern and commitment of the Ford Admin-
istration toward solving the problems of Hispanic Americans. 

Like the National Congress of Hispanic American Citizens (El 
Congreso), this Administration is firmly committed to the elim-
ination of systemic injustices against Hispanic Americans and 
to the total eradication of all forms of social, political and 
economic discrimination. That is why President Ford so strongly 
supported the 1975 Amendments to t he Voting Rights Act and the 
specific inclusion of voting guarantees for Spanish speaking 
and other language minority Americans. This also explains · the 
President's firin support of bilingual/bicultural education pro-
grams and other Federal measures to help conquer the language 
barrier facing many Spanish speaking people. Quality education, 
decent housing, comprehensive health care, meaningful employment, 
equal opportunity for all Americans have become hallmarks of 
this Administration along with the President's call for fiscal 
responsibility and a sound defense posture. 

At no time in history have Spanish speaking Americans enjoyed 
a higher degree of access to the White House and to other top 
decision-making bodies in the Feqeral Executive Branch than 
under President Ford. The President has met, not on one oc-
casion as your letter suggests, but on several occasions with 
representatives of Hispanic American communities from through-
out the nation. In fact, one of the first actions taken by 
Mr. Ford shortly after assuming the Presidency was to meet with 
the Hispanic Members of Congress and with his top Hispanic Admin-
istration appointees to discuss the problems facing Spanish 
Speaking Americans. That meeting, held on September 3, 1974 
was followed by a public ceremony announcing my appointment on 
September 16, 1974. 
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Following that particular meeting , you may recall, the President 
met with Spanish speaking leaders on October 17 , 1974 at the 
White House and with Hispanic community representatives in Tubae, 
Arizona on October 21, 1974. Then camePresident Ford's historic 
visit with the National SER Board of Directors in Arlington, 
Virginia on July 17, 1975 (at which you were present) and the 
Voting Rights Bill signing ceremony on August 6, 1975 (at which 
you were also present). Ironically, on the very day your letter 
was written, December 11, 1975, the President was meeting wi t h 
Hispanic American leaders from throughout the nation in the 
Cabinet Room of the White House . • 

In addition to the President's personal appearances before 
Hispanic groups, Presidential Assistants Robert Hartman, Donald 
Rumsfeld, Bill Baroody, Doug Bennett, Theodore Marrs and I 
have met on several occasions with Spanish speaking leaders. 
Bill Baroody presented the 1975 LULAC National Convention key-
note address in Milwaukee and I addressed the IMAGE, AMAE, MAPA 
and American GI Forum conventionsthis past year. 

To characterize the President as insensitive to the needs of 
Hispanic Americans is to deny some very significant accomplish-
ments of this Administration: 

.President Ford is the first Chief Executive to 
recognize the importance of the Spanish speaking 
community in this country by taking action to · 
appoint a Hispanic American to a top White House 
post (Fernando E. C. De Baca). 
I 

.President Ford is the first Chief Executive to 
appoint a Hispanic American to a top Office of 
Management and Budget ppst (Fernando Oaxaca) . 

. President Ford is the first Chief .E~ecutive to 
appoint a Cuban American to a super grade position 
as head of the Cuban Refugee Program (Ricardo Nunez) ~ 

In fact President Ford has taken strong measures to assure the 
meaningful involvement of Hispanics at all levels of government. 
He has either appointed, promoted or retained in office a total 
of 58 Hispanic super grade and management level Hispanics 
including Bert Gallegos, Director of the Community Services 
Administration; Alex Armandaris, Director of OMBE; Raymond Telles, 
EEOC Commissioner; Carmen Maymi; Director of the Women's Bureau; 
Sam Martinez, Federal Regional Council Chairman; Joe Maldo.~~~ 
Regional Director of HEW (San Francisco); Gilda Bojorquezu1 ~· D(~i 

• 
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Gjurich, IWY Commissioner; Rudy Cervantes, Manpower Planning 
Commissioner; Rudolph Montejano, National Board of Directors 
of the Legal Services Corporation; Gilbert Pompa, National 
Deputy Director of the Community Relations Service, Depart-
ment of Justice; Victor Rivera, Regional Director of SBA 
(Denver); Edward Aguirre, Regional Commissioner of Education 
(San Francisco); Edward Baca, Regional Commissioner of 
Education (Dallas); Edward Pena, Director of Compliance, 
EEOC; Lorenzo Ramirez, Regional Director of EEOC (Dallas), 
Angel Rivera, Associate Administrator for Field Operations, 
CSA; Carlos Villareal, Postal Rate Commissioner; Eddie Mercado, 
Regional Director of EEOC (New York); Roger Moure, Executive 
Officer, US Public Health Service, HEW; John Molina, Director 
of Bilingual Education, U.S. Office of Education HEW; John 
Rodriquez; Assistant Commissioner of Education, HEW; and many 
others. The list is lengthy. In fact, at no time in the 
history of our nation have so many Hispanics occupied im-
portant decision-making posts in the Federal Government than 
under the present Administration. 

To be sure, much work remains to be done to insure the fair and 
equitable representation of Hispanic Americans in all branches 
of the Federal Government and at all pay grades and levels. In 
this connection, you will recall, that last March President 
Ford called on all department and agency heads to pay significant 
attention to the identification, recruitment and selection of 
Hispanic Americans for Federal career posts at all levels. He 
called for a strengthening of the Spanish Speaking Program and 
for the bolsteri~g of Federal civil right~ efforts. • 

I trust this letter responds positively and definitively to 
your concerns regarding this Administration's commitment to-
ward solving the problems of Spanish Speaking Americans. You 
will be pleased to know that Tomas Arciniega has been cleared 
for appointment to the NIE Educational Research Advisory Board 
and that we are moving forward with the CPB Board of Director's 
appointment. 

Thank you again for your interest and concern for the needs of 
Spanish Speaking Americans. Your comments and suggestions for 
effectively addressing these needs are indeed appreciated and 
welcomed. 
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I know that by working together we can continue to close the 
gap between promise and fulfillment and to shorten the time 

• frame for the attainment of solutions to our nation's 
problems. 

With the President's best wishes, I remain 

Fernando E. C. De Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 

Mr. Manuel D. Fierro 
President 
National Congress of Hispanic 

American Citizens 
Suite 706 
400 First Street, Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
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NATIONAL CONGRESS of 
' HISPANIC AMERICAN CITIZENS 

irst Street, N.W. • Washington, D. C. 20001 • Suite 706 • Telephone: {202) 638-4483 

NATIONAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OFFICERS December 11, 1975 
C/rnirrnan 
HENRY (HANK) LACAYO 
Detroit, Michigan 
President 
MANUEL D. FIERRO 
Washington, D. C. 
Vice Chairman 
RAUL YZAGUIRRE 
Washington, D. C. 

Vice Chairwoman 
HON. POLLY B. BARRAGAN 
Denver, Colorado 

MEMBERS 
JOE ACEVES 
San Leandro, California 
LOUIS ALVAREZ 
New York, New York 
RICH BELA. ESQ. 
San Antonio, Texas 

MANNY CALDERA 
Los Angeles, California 
GILBERT CHAVEZ 
Sterling, Virginia 

ROBERTO CRUZ, Ph.D. 
Berkeley, California 
HON. UONELL CASTILLO 
Hoitston, Texas 
MANUEL GONZALEZ 
Waco, Texas 
M.F . MONTEZ 
Kansas City, Kansas 
JU AN GUTIERREZ 
Washington, D. C. 
ANTONIO MORALES 
Ft. Worth, Texas 
HON. MAURICE FERRE 
Miami, Florida 
EDUARDO PENA, ESQ. 
Washington, D. C. 
ADALBERTO RAMIREZ 
Brawley, California 
MARIA RAMIREZ 
Albany, New York 
PAUL SEDILLO 
Washington, D. C. 
MARIO VIZCAINO 
l\1iami, Florida 
RICARDO ZAZUETA 
Los Angeles, Califomi;i 

Honorable 
Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of our National Board of Trustees, 
and the 125 participating national, state and local 
Spanish speaking organizations, I would like to bring 
to your personal attention our very deep concern over 
your Administration's continued failure to firmly 
commit itself to the particular problems and concerns 
affecting our nation's second largest minority; the 
Spanish speaking community. 

On numerous occasions, individuals and represen-
tatives of Spanish speaking organizations have re-
peatedly made known to the White House the pervasive 
social, economic, political and federal job discrimi-
nati0n that has historically been perpretrated against 
our H1ispanic community. We have all rightfully asked 
whether these practices would continue under this 
Administration. Additionally, in many of these same 
occasions we have also discussed with senior White 
House staff persons whether or not this Administration 
was seriously going to be open and responsive, not 
only to our fervent pleas for equality of opportunity 
and for a meaningful opportunity to participate in its 
decisions but also whether this Administration would 
couple its responsiveness with meaningful and construc-
tive action. 

Now, if after sixteen months our Hispanic com-
munity is to judge this Administration by its past 
and present record in meaningfully and constructively 

"A CITIZENS' l O 8 B Y FOR TH E 5 P A N I SH S P E A K I N G ... A I TH E N AT I O N 'S C A P IT A t" 



Hon. Gerald R. Ford December 11, 1975 

responding to our particular problems, concerns and needs, it 
can only conclude that this Administration is failing us mis-
erably. And if we are to judge this Administration's leader-
ship, again, we can only conclude that its leadership has been 
insensitive, indifferent and continues to callously and bla-
tantly ignore the problems, concerns and needs of our nation's 
16 million Hispani.c American Citizens. 

Mr. President, it is not without cause that we are ex-
pressing these very critical concerns to you. Let's take a 
look at the record: 

• In the past 16 months you have met only once with a 
sizable representative group from the Hispanic com-
munity and on another occasion you briefly stopped 
by a board meeting of a Hispanic organization. 

• In spite of over 15 million Hispanic American citizens 
in this country you have only made three Hispanic 
Presidential Appointments: Fernando De Baca, Special 
Assistant; Fernando Oaxaca, Associate Director 0MB; 
and Bert Gallegos, Director of CSA. 

• In spite of repeated requests and inquires to the 
White House not a single Hispanic has yet to be ap-
pointed to any Sub-Cabinet posts, Federal commissions, 
regulatory agencies or any high level federal program 
staff positions. 

• In spite of the demonstrated success of the Bilingual 
Education Program in meeting the needs our nation's 
limited English speaking children, you have once again 
demonstrated your total lack of support for this ef-
fort by requestin9 to Congress or. November 18, 1975 a 
rescission cut of $27.7 million for the Bilingual 
Education Program. 

• In spite of repeated promises and commitments during 
the last six months from senior White House staff 
members that you would soon nominate a Hispanic to 
the Board of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
you have failed to fulfill this prom.ise and commit;-
ment. 

- 2 ... 
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October 30, 1975 

Dear Al: 

I want to take this opportnnity to follow up on your 
recent letter to Presidential Assistant Donald Rumsfeld 
regarding the apparent decision of the"'bffice of Civil 
Rights, Region VI, to postpone the investigation and 
processing of national origin complaint~ ; filed by 
Mexican Americans in that region. 

/ 

At the request of Mr. Rumsfeld, I have forwarded the 
materials submitted with your letter to HEW Secretary 
Matthews for a clarification of this matter and for his 
department's assistance in responding to your inquiry. 

-7 

Rest assured that we will contact you as soon as we have 
heard from HEW. 

X 
Mr. Al I. Perez 
Associate Counsel 

Yours sincerely, 

Fernando E. c. De Baca 
Speoial Assistant to the President 

?' Mexican American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund 

' 1028 Connecticut Avenue, Suite 1007 
Washington, D. c. 20036 

' \ 

FECDeB:mmd:~0/30/75 
-BCC: The Hon. David Matthews, Sec. of HEW (with attachments) 
also: Mr. Stuart Clarke, ReqiQ~al Director HEW RQaion VI and Peter Holmes, Director, Office C1v1L ~ign~s~ H~w, wa. DC 

Vilma Martinez , MALDEF and Ma~rro, EL CONGRESO 

EW MEX 

X 
p ; awiiiiiiiiiiciiiw.;~ 
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Sept-.aber 12, 1975 

Dear Manny, 

On behalf of President Ford, I am pleased to forward 
the enoloeed Proclamation de•ignating the weak of 
September 14-20, 1975 aa National Hispanic Heritage 
weak. 

'l'he Proclamation give• recognition to both men and 
women of origin and to the four main Hispanic 
aubqroupa - Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican American, 
and Latin American, eloquently acknowledging their 
significant to the growth of our nation. 

I am aura you will agree that muoh remains to be done 
in addreaaing the needs of Spaniah-apeaking conwnunitiea 
throughout our nation. While we may take pride in our 
put aocompliahmanta, we must now look with aaaurance 
and greater detei:mination to the future. By working 
together int.be months ahead we will go far in helping 
to meet the needa of our people. 

With the President•• beat wishes, I remain 

Your• sincerely, 

Farnando B. c. De Baca 
Special Allsiatant to the President 

Mr. Manuel Pie~ 
Praaidan~ \ 

J 'I.L CONGRESO 
400 Pirat Str t, NW. 
Washington, 20001 

Bncloaure 

FECDB:Ses 

FECDB-8 

I " l ';. 
\ 
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July 15, 1975 

MR. MUUBL D ..__JlllBC--
PRBSII>Blff 
NATIORAL ,camms 

CXTF.DDIIIB 

,<), 

400 R8T STDB'l', B. w. - SUITE 70& 
WASBING'!ON, D. C. 20001 

TBB PRISIDBN'f HAS ASKBD MB '1'0 'l'IIAR1t YOO POR YOUR JCDID 

IHVI'l'A'l'J:Clf TO AffBND '1'BB SSCO!ID AlftfflAL IALU'l'B 'fO COlfGRBSS 

BORORD1G SELBCTBD MBMBBRS OP COllGDSS POR 'l'BBIR 

COlfflaBUTIOIIS IR IMPRmllllll TBB SOCI0-1:COlfONIC STATUS OP 

OUR DUON'S SPANISH SPBll?RG COMMUNI'l'IBS. 

ALTHOUGH THB PRBSIDElff'S SCREDULB WILL MOT PERMIT HIM 

'1'0 PHYSICALLY JOilt YOU OR THIS AUSPICIOUS OCCASION, BB 

BAS ASDD THAT I BXPltBSS BXS BBS'1' WISBBS '1'0 BACH OP TD 

UCIPIBN'J.'S OP YOUR AWARDS AND SIS APPRBCIATION '1'0 YOU ARD 

'1'0 'l'BB DMBDS OP ftB BL COHGRZIO BOARD FOR YOUR 'ftlJOUGll'l'-
- -

PULRBSS OP HIM. 

SDfCBRBLY, 

l'BRD.RDO B. C. DB BACA 
SPBCIAL ASSISTAtft' 10 TD PRBSJ:DBlff 

FECDeBnmnd:7/15/75 
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Dear Manny, 

On behal.f of Bill Baroody and .":1y-Jelf , ! ~-,ant 
to t.."'lank you for ::he ver.f construc-c.ive anc. 
informative meeting e h3d wi t.'r) you and ot.: er 
Spanish speaking leaders in Hil1·:aukee on 
S.:.i:turday eve1:d..J:.9 7 Jru)o 28.,, 1975, ::ollowing 
Mr. 3a:rocdy I s sp-e~~eh. be.fore the 4 6th Annua 1 
Convention of t.:ie LBague of Unit~ Latin 
American Citizens.X-

I am prepari~g an action sum.~ary of that 
meeting and will share a copy of that 
document. wi t.'l you upon completion.. In the 
in·terim, :r would appreciate any additional 
idaas or suggestions you might wish to convey 
as we embark upon t..rie fu.rther formulation of 
appropriate act.ion steps to address the 
needs of Spanish speaking America."!s. 

Sincerely, 

Fernando E. C. De Baca 
Special As~istant to the President 

,x 
P..r. Manuel Gonzales, 
National. President, LU"J.JP~C 
10 B Defoe Place 
Bronx, New York 10475 

FECDe~:mmd:7/1/75 This letter also to: Rick ·~ela, Attornoy• \ 
A~tonioYMorales, Nat~onal Chairman,~American G.I. Forum; ~, l 
Ricardo~azueta, National Ex ni·r ~oSPR Jobs f p M 1 .~ . - • . • ..., - or regress; 

<;m1;1e ~=:-~rro, Pr~si~ent, :"National Congress of Hispanic America 
Citizer~_Eduard~ Pe~a , Director, Office of Compliance EEOC;. I 
Juan tierrez, President, Interstate Research Associates i 

- ;x \ 

'U' V L. 

CENTRAL ff LE.S 

\ 



Ju y l. 1975 

bt:iMdo Nanny, 

Becaue of the overwbellling r•bar- of peopl 
who bave qua• • copy of Pr••ideat:ial 
haietaurt Williaa J. •rooc!y'• apeecla befor• 
the '6tla Aamaal Lt1IAC COD'Mntioa ia 1111•--• 
% ba.. ••Iced till to •11 YG111 tlle bt.xt of hie 
r-ru. 

I know you will fine! Ilia r-rka botla 
atilnal.at.ing and oraat.ive. 

With every ._.t wiab, I nmaia 

Nlly atent:aaente, 

Pernanao •• c. De •ea 
Special ANlatant. t:!ae Preahlent 

Mr. •mael "i•rro 
BKeeut 
Bl 
t00 F • •••• 
1111ahing • 20001 

,.. 
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June 19, 1975 

PER.';iA..~DO E • C . DE B • CA 

SUBJECT: Crime !'1essag-9 

EXECUTlV~ 

S~oZ-3-1/7 

/'--1 C 3/ 
H v ,;;_ 

I recommend that the following persons be invited 
to attend the Nhite House briefing on the President's 
CrL~e Message tentatively scheduled for Friday, 
June 20, 1975: 

. 
Mr. Al Perez 
Associate Counsel • ' 
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund 
1028 Connecticut Avenue N.W. Suite 1007 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone (202) 659-5166 

.><... 
Inspector Federico Costales 
Chairman (Chm, Mayor's Criminal Justice Task Forcer NYC) 
National Conference of Hispanic Law Enforcement Officer3 
2241 First Avenue 
New York, New York 10029 
(212) 369-0253 

>< Mr. Gilbert Pom?a, Washington Attorney 
Office; ' ( 202) 739-4016 
Home: (703) 323-9421 
National Conference of Hispanic Law Enforcement Officers 

'.>C. 
Mr. Manuel Fierro, President 
National <•6ngress°'0f Hispanic A..--nerican Citizens 
400 Fir t treet N.W. Suite 706 
Washir.gton o.r. 20001 
(202 633- 48 3 

Mr. . Yzaguirre, National Director 
National Cou.,cil of La Raza 
1025 Fifteenth Street N.W .. , Washington, D.C. 20005 
{202) 659-1251 



June 4, 1975 

Dear Manny: 

As you know, I have been following closely House action 
on the Voting Righta Act over the past few days. In 
monitoring Congressional activity on this vital issue, 
I was both pleased and proud to note the persuasive 
impact that El Congreso and MALDEF have had in shaping 
the views of individual Congressmen from throughout 
the nation. 

Much of the success for garnering support for this 
essential legislative milestone for Spanish speaking 
Americans is directly attributable to you and the strong 
and courageous leadership of our national Hispanic 
organizations, particularly MALDEF, the American G. I. 
Forum, LULAC, IMAGE, the National Council of La Raza, 
RNHA, and LAMA. I, too, am pleased to have played a 
part in rallying the Republican Party and the Pord 
Administration in support of this important bill. 

Now that the bill has cleared the House, we must 
concentrate all efforts on the Senate. I will be preparing 
letters to various key Senators, stressing the neceasity 
for support of this important bill, and have scheduled a 
series of briefings for top White House staff to assure 
full Administration support for the bill. 

Again, congratulations for a job well done. 
' 

Mr. Manuel Fierro 

Sincerely, 

Fernando E. C. De Baca 
Special Assisbnt to the President 

e a tional Congress 
io-American Citizens 

nue, N. w. 
o. c. 20001 

CoP1ES ~•~ueB: d:5/5/75 C;8l,!Udf TO: Tony Morales, G. I. Forum 
ites, Vilma Martinez, Joe Aceves, Bohn Flores, REv. Novarro, 

Y-D"-Lr~.--A-.A B. Collado, Paul Sedillo, Raul Yzaguirre 1 G1 lbur Ch~vt$-
~) tit tU~tU-tt 
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1ay 12 1975 

Dear L'tanny.: 

I want to take o~is opportunity to welcome you 
to tlle Forum of National Hispanic Organizations 
scheduled for May 22 24t 1975 at t~e Plaza Inn 
in Kansas City , ttlGsottri. 

You have already rec~ived a packet of materials 
from Danny Archuleta provided as courtesy of 
the co-sponsoring organizations , The r.merican 
Association of Spanish Speaking Certified Public 
Accountants (Gilbert R. Vasqu~z President) and 
the National Council of~ aa::a. (R ul Yzaguirre, 
Executive Director). 

In addition to the various member organizations 
scheduled to participate in this meeting , I am 
pleased to confirm, on b&1alf of t.."1.e Adn1iniatration , 
the participation of v rious high ranking Hispanic 
appointees,. inclu<iing t.~e Uonorable Phillip Sanchez , 
Ambassador to Honduras and the Honorable Bert 
Gallegos, l..dministrator of t..~e community Services 
Administration. 

I look forward to seeing you in Kansas City on t.~e 
22nd. 

Sincerely, 

Fernando E. c. De Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 

i1r. Manuel o. Fierro 
President 
i~ational Con Hispanic 

1\Dlerican 
Suite 706 
400 First NW. 
Washington 20001 



December 19, 1974 

Dear Mannys 

Thi• i• to aoknovle4ge your letter to thi• office 
on the subject of the San Joea Reeident.ial lfrain-
ing C.nter. 

As you are well aware, •uch time and effort hu 
been expended in the interest of the cabinet Com-
aittee on Opportunities for the Spanish Speaking. 
It haa therefore been difficult to uaalc the atatu• ' 
on the program. However, I have made a number of 
inquirie• with rupect to tb.i• and will oon-
tJ.nue to sruare your concerns with the appropriate 
individuals in the White Houee and in the Department 
of Labor. 

My vU'lleat personal 

J'raurnalmente, 

l"arnanda B. c. De Baca 
Special Assistant ta the Preaident 

Mr. Manuel o. l'iarro 
President 
R.A.S.8.A. 
400 rirat Str 
Washington, D. 

be: Secret 
FECDB:rmr/f 

110, 



December 13. 1974 

Dear Mr. Fierro: 

The President was most pleased to autograph 
the enclosed picture for you and has asked ine 
to forward tt to you wt th hts k11\dest regards. 

Mr .. M.\nuel 
Execu ve 
R.A.S.S .. A. 
400 first Str t. N.U. 
liashingu.c. 

ML:gct 

Sincerely. 

(N1ss) Mildred Leonard 
Personal Assistant 
to the President 

/3 
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\ 



'To rvlanuel Fierro 
111-t-lv best-' -wis Ji e.s; 
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\, "'., DEAR MR PRESIDENT, "-· • 
~ RAZA AS SOCIAT ION OF SPANISH SIR NAMED AMERICANS CRASSA) AND ITS\. 

SQ NATIONAi. AND LOCAL SPANIS~ SPEAKING ORGANIZATIONS ARE DEEPLY 
co~.CERNED WITH THE PROPOSED ~JQ"ljNATION OF JOS EPJ-U(COORS TO THE COr<PORAT!Q 
N FOR rtJf.<L!C BROADCASTING 90.H,·f) MR CO OR S! COM MER! CAL INT ERES TS 
I N TELEVISION NE~S INCORPORATED CONFLICTS WITH THE DIVERSITY Of 
P~RSPECTIVE MANDATED BY THE 19 67 PUBLIC BROADCASTING ACT 

0 OUR DEEPER CONCERN IS IN THE COMPLETE ARSENCE OF ANY SPANISH SPEAKING 
REP~EStNTATION ON THE PRESENT BOARD COUPLED WITH THE NOMINATION 
OF A PERSON ~HO IS ~NO~N IN T~E SPANISH SPEAKING COMMUNITY FOR 

@ HIS DISCRIMINATORY HIRING PRACTICES 

• 
• 

• 

~E STRO NGL Y URGE YOU TO RECONSIDER THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATIONS 
NOMI NATIO~ OF MR COORS AND TO ALSO NOMINATE A SPANISH SPEAKING 
PERSO~ TO TH£ CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING BOARD WE W!LL 
BE ~ILLING TO SUBMIT NOMINEES UPON YOUR REQUEST SINCERELY, 

H NU PRESIDENT OF RAZA ASSOCIATION OF SPANISH SIR 
NAMED AMERI ANS 40 1 ST NORTHWEST SUITE 70b WASHINGTON DC 20001 
202b384483 

MGM~SHT HSB 

. 
(, I 

t 

• 
• 



EXECU'.rlV:! 
- -· --· - • -

2u .,Y/1/~AQc~/ h: >'Ab.-vdd €- C.# 

Hovellber 22, 1974 

uear Manny: 

I~ waa good aeei09 you in Laa Vegaa, Nevada, during 
ou recent meetin9 with the American of 
Spuiu Speaking Cert.ifiad l'ublic Accountant• (AASSCPA). 

On the whole, I f••l the meeting• were au>at product!• 
in 9iYin9 \la a better perapective of the neceaaary 
yet ooaplex taak of developing a comprehenaive business 
•t.r•~Y for tld• nation•• 1.2 million Spanish speaking 
citisena. 

Aa X in4ioaud dw:ing our brief visit, I intend to 
moft ahead in Hcurin9 the appointmenta of one of the 
l•a&tr• of oar major national. liiapanic organisation• to 
the Cabinet COIDlllittee Adviaory council aa a •bow of 
•good faith"' cm the p~ of tbi• Admir,.istration. 

'i'banlt you once again for the opportunity of aitting down 
to diacu•• rueanin9tul approach•• to the aolutiona of 
probl ... f&cin9 ~w: Uiapanic comwunities. 

Mr. Manue 
4000 Fir•t 
WaabiD9too. 

FDeBaca:bll 

Huy atantament.e , 

Fernando~. c. oa Baca 
-Special Aa•i•t.ant to the President 



-------

RAZA ASSOCIATION OF -SPANISH SURNAMED AMERICANS 
- -

400 Fust Street NW-Suite 706 
W2shingt0J1, D.C. 20001 - (202) 638-4483 

September 20, 1974 
Fernando de Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 
Old Executive Office Building 
17th and Pennsylvania 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. de Baca: 

This is to inform you of the joint decision that was 
reached in Washington on September 17, 1974 by the leader-
ship of the eight largest national Spanish speaking organiza-
tions in the country, regarding the continuation of the 
Cabinet Committee on Opportunities for Spanish Speaking 
people. The unanimous joint decision was that these eight 
national Spanish speaking organizations would fully support 
and endorse the extension of CCOSSP until July 31, 1975 on 
the condition that at least six of these national organiza-
tions' leaders be immediately appointed to serve on the 
Advisory Council of CCOSSP. 

Due to the limitations of time, we would like a 
decision by no later than 12:00 p.m., September 24, 1974. 

Again, I cannot emphasize the importance of your 
decision, and should you wish further clarification, I can 
be reached at this number: 638-4483. 

The organizations and individuals jointly making this 
decision are: 

cc: 

League of United Latin American Citizens, Joe Benites, 
National Chairman. 
American G.I. Forum of the United States, Antonio Morales, 
National Chairman. 
Image, Ed Valenzuela, National President 
National Council of La Raza, Raul ¥zaguirre, National 
Director. 
Latin American Manufacturers' Association, Joe Aceves 
National Director. 
Jobs for Progress-SER, Pete Villa, National Chairman and 
Ricardo Zazueta, National Director. 
Raza Association of Spanish Surnamed Americans, Manuel D. 
Fierro, President 
National Spanish Speaking Coalition on Domestic Affairs, 
Frank Espada, Vice-Chairman. 

Anne L. 
Members 

;;;=~~ 
Manuel D. Fierro 

Armstrong / RA 
of Congress 

CITIZENS' LOBBY FOR THE SPANISH SPEAKING ..... AT THE NATION'S CAPITAL 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

l'ROM: 

Mally thanka. 

Aupet Z'1, 1974 

ANNE ARMSTl\.ONO 

WARREN RUST.AND 

1\.1a.nuel D. Fierro President 
1. letter to the President from th tJlAZA Association of Spanish 
Surnamed Americans, 400 First :le"et NW, Suite 706, Washington, 
DC 20001 urging him to meet w· representatives of the Spanish 
speaking community. 

~:,Mdx:iedcmefl)bt:ert: 

G 

2. mailgram to the Pres1'.ent from Mrs. Margaret Cruz, President, Mexican 
American Political Association, 259 Monteray Boulevard, San Francisco, 
California 94131 requesting audience with him as soon as possible. 
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RAZA ASSOCIATION OF SPANISH SURNAMED AMERICANS 
400 First Street NW-Suite 706 

W.uhlngto.n, D.C. 20001 

Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President ~ 

(202) 638-4483 

-15 Auci~~·t: ·)].9 7--;r-
T 'O _ 

~:-:g;:" f'I I' E Q r) . ____ _ 
: • --:: r:-::-:-::'::·_r -::: ::, 

l A 11 r; 1 197 ._:;_ 
- (;aF : ~-
: : ·~. •. ::, _; l:- UM~,'.U _ _ _ 
'. )"( ,-'.E R~ '4-/(Jl,IS~();t.., 

In behalf of our National Board of Trustees, I would like to 
ex tend to you our sincere congratulations on becoming the 38th 
President of the ·united States. 

I viewed and listened to your State of the Union address to 
the Joint Sessions of Congress, Monday, August 12, and I was very 
impressed with your candor and your promise for openness and to 
reach out to all segments of society. This past week you demon-
strated your sincerity in listening to the people themselves. It 
is for this reason, Mr. President, that I am writing to you. 

The Spanish speaking community is the second largest minority 
in this country, and as a minority, we have received more than our 
share of society;s neglect and indifference. Our history in this 
country is a history of needs not met and commitments not kept. 
Mr. President, we, too, need you to listen to our concerns and our 
priorities. The Spanish speaking community is . also a part of the 
"real voice of America." In the past, those who have been delegated 
or appointed to represent our concerns have done so with aloofness 
and disregard to the very community they were to represent. I am 
hopeful that this will not continue to be the case in your admin-
istration. 

Therefore, Mr. President, in behalf of our National Board of 
I/ Trustees and the 54 participating national and local Spanish speak-
1/ ing organizations, ~gly ur~ou t~ ~eet with J e2re~ en-
/ / tatives of_t.he_ Spanish ~:eeaking community (:Mexican-Americans, Puerto 
1
1 Rican and Cuban), to aiscuss these _cohcerns- an<!___priorities. I be-
, lieve that the leadership of those Spa~ish speaking organizati ons 

who represent sizable .constituencies in this country should have 
the opportunity to presen~ their views personally before you. I 
know that the Spanish speaking community is eager to more meaningfully 
participate and assist in helping build a stronger and more unified 
America, but we must also be given a fair and an equal opportunity to 
do so. 

~- fORo 
<:> • (~ 

;; 
a: ::(I u 

A CITIZENS' LOBBY FOR THE SPANISH .SPR?JCING ..... AT THE NATION'S CAPITi 
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. 
Fresident Gerald R. Ford 15 August 1974 

Mr. President, if you feel that such a meeting with the lead-
ership of the Spanish speaking community has merit, as we believe 
it does, I want to offer the assistance of our association in what-
ever manner you feel will be most helpful in bringing this meeting 
about. 

For your information, RASSA is a national non-partisan Spanish 
speaking citizens' lobby. I am enclosing some material and infor-
mation that explains our work at our Nation's Capital. 

I very anxiously await your ans~er to our request. 

Enclosures 

cc: 'Members of Congress 
National Spanish speaking 

organizations 

MFD/ls 

Sinceramente, 

/r{ ~----·_._p;:; :;. .A. lt-U <) 

Manuel D. Fierro 
President 



--
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