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Veterans Day, 1974 
By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 
On this Veterans Day, we pay tribute to those men and women whose 

service in our Armed Forces has contributed so profoundly to mankind's 
age-old quest for peace. 

From Valley Forge to Vietnam, on battlefields around the globe, in 
World War I, World War II, and the Korean conflict, Americans have 
selflessly answered the call to arms whenever our freedoms and the free-
doms of others have been threatened by tyranny and aggression. 

Our Veterans have earned our deep and lasting gratitude for their 
valor, their patriotism, and their willingness to sacrifice so that others 
might remain free. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby call on all Americans to join in 
observing Monday, October 28, 1974, as Veterans Day. I urge both 
public ceremony and private contemplation in recognition of the precious 
gifts of freedom and security that are ours because those we honor have 
stood in our defense. 

Let us give special consideration on that day to those who have died 
in our Nation's wars and those who have been disabled. Let this be 
a day of remembrance for those veterans who are in our hospitals, a day 
on which our appreciation is expressed tangibly by our visits and our 
attention. 

Further, let this be a day on which all Americans take special cog-
nizance of the needs of those young veterans who are currently readjust-
ing to civilian life. Let us give them personal help and encouragement. 

I direct the appropriate officials of Government to arrange for the 
display of the flag of the United States on this day. I request officials 
of Federal, State and local governments to support its observance and I 
urge schools, churches, unions, civic and patriotic organizations to 
participate in appropriate public ceremonies throughout the Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
seventh day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-ninth. 

.Placing of The Presential Wreath 

TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER 

The Honorable 
Gerald R. Ford 

President of the United States 

Accompanied by 

11:00 a.m. 

MAJOR GENERAL FREDERIC E. DAVISON, Commanding General, Military District of 
Washington, Military Host for the Wreath Placement Ceremony 

HONORABLE RICHARD L. ROUDEBUSH, Chairman, Veterans Day National 
Committee 

R. D. SMITH, Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

HONORABLE CHARLES L. WARD, Administrative Assistant to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives 

HONORABLE FRANK BRIZZI, Staff Director, Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs 

HONORABLE 1YLER CRAIG, Minority Counsel, Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs 

HONORABLE RICHARD L. FELTNER, Assistant Secretary for Marketing and 
Consumer Services, Department of Agriculture 

HONORABLE JOHN K. TABOR, Under Secretary, Department of Commerce 

HONORABLE HADLAI A. HULL, Assistant Secretary, Financial Management, 
Department of the Army 

HONORABLE JAMES W. PLUMMER, Under Secretary, Department of the Air Force. 

HONORABLE DAVIDS. POTTER, Under Secretary, Department of the Navy 

HONORABLE CASPAR W. WEINBERGER, Secretary, Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare 



Placing of The Presidential Wreath ( Con 'd.) 

HONORABLE RICHARD L. McGRAW, Executive Assistant to the Secretary, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 

HONORABLE DALE KENT FRIZZELL, Solicitor, Department of the Interior 

HONORABLE WILLIAM B. SAXBE, Attorney General, Department of Justice 
HONORABLE RICHARD F. SCHUBERT, Under Secretary, Department of Labor 

HONORABLE E.T. KLASSEN, Postmaster General, U.S. Postal Service 

LT. GENERAL JOHN R. DEANE, JR., Acting Vice Chief of Staff, Department of the 
Army 

ADMIRAL JAMES L. HOLLOWAY, III, Chief of Naval Operations, Department of the 
Navy 

GENERAL ROBERT E. CUSHMAN, JR., Commandant, United States Marine Corps 

GENERAL RICHARD H. ELLIS, Vice Chief of Staff, Department of the Air Force 

ADMIRAL OWEN W. SILER, Commandant, United States Coast Guard 
DONALD H. JEFFERY, National Vice Commander, The American Legion 

V'iioN SANCHEZ, National Executive Director, American Veterans of World War II, 
Korea & Vietnam 

JOHN J. KELLER, National Service Director, Disabled American Veterans 
CAPTAIN DONALD J. ARTHUR, DSC, National Commander, Legion of Valor 
RICHARD J. O'BRIEN, National Commandant, Marine Corps League 

CHARLES A. MAC GILLNARY, National President, Congressional Medal of Honor 
Society 

JOHN ELETTO, National Commander, Military Order of the Purple Heart 
DONALD H. BRODERICK, President, Paralyzed Veterans of America 
BENJAMIN H. BYERS, National Commander, Veterans of World War I 
MRS. DOYLE E. SOUDERS, National Junior Vice President, Ladies Auxiliary, Veterans 

of Foreign Wars 

REVEREND WILLIAM C. SHERMAN, National Chaplain, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Program in The Amphitheater 

NARRATED BY COOPER T. HOLT 
Executive Director - Washington Office 

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 

CONCERT IN THE AMPHITHEATER . . . . . . . . U.S. Air Force Ceremonial Band 
Captain James M. Danielsen, USAF, Director 

POSTING OF THE COWRS IN THE AMPHITHEATER 

INVOCATION . Reverend William C. Sherman 
National Chaplain, VFW 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE . . . . . . . . . . . . SFC Gary Lee Littrell - U.S. Army 
Medal of Honor Recipient - Vietnam 

NATIONAL ANTHEM . . U.S. Air Force Singing Sergeants 
(Audience) 

SELECTION "THIS IS MY COUNTRY" ..... 
Lieutenant H. Bruce Gilkes, USAF, Director 

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST SPEAKER 
Junior Vice Commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars 

of the United States 

Singing Sergeants 

. Mr. R. D. Smith 

ADDRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
The President of the United States 

PRESENTATION OF 
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS ......... The Honorable Richard L. Roudebush 

The Administrator of Veterans Affairs 

SELECTION "Battle Hymn of the Republic" 

BENEDICTION . . . . . . . 
National Chaplain, VFW 

RETIREMENT OF COLORS 

. . . Singing Sergeants 

. Reverend William C. Sherman 



Veterans Day Day National Committee -1974 
CHAIRMAN SECRETARY • TREASURER 

Honorable Richard L. Roudebush 
Administrator of Veterans Affairs 

Edwin L. Arnold 
Executive Assistant to the 

Administrator of Veterans Affairs 

Honorable James R. Schlesinger 
Secretary of Defense 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
Honorable Vance Hartke 
Chairman, Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee 
United States Senate 

Honorable Clifford P. Hansen 
United States Senate 

Honorable Wm. Jennings,Bryan Dom 
Chairman, Veterans Affairs Committee 
House of Representatives 

Honorable John P. Hammerschmidt 
House of Representatives 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

James M. Wagonseller 
National Commander 
The American Legion 

Essley B. Burdine 
National Commander 
AMVETS 
Charles A. Mac Gillivary 
National President 
Congressional Medal of Honor 

Society 

John W. Wagner 
National Commander 
Army & Navy Union, USA 

Clyde W. Waugh 
National President 
Blinded Veterans Association 

Walter T. Greaney 
National Commander 
Disabled American Veterans 

Captain D.J. Arthur, DSC 
National Commander 
Legion of Valor 

Richard J. 0 'Brien 
National Commandant 
Marine Corps League 

Benjamin H. Byers 
National Commander 
Veterans of World 

War I of the USA 

MEMBERS 
Lt. Julian H. Hopkins 
National Commander 
Disabled Officers Association 

Albert E. Wilson 
National President 
Fleet Reserve Association 

John R. Eletto 
National Commander 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 

Donald H. Broderick 
National President 
Paralyzed Veterans 

of America, Inc. 

John J. Stang 
National Commander-

in-Chief 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Leonard F. Stegman 
National President 
Military Chaplains Association 

J. Paul Scheetz 
National Commander-in-Chief 
Military Order of the 

Neil G. Knowles 
National Commander 
Catholic War Veterans 

Judge Paul Rihner 
National Commander 
Jewish War Veterans 

World Wars 

Coordinators 
Brig. General Robert M. Gaynor 
Leon Sanchez 
Louis F. Zaruba 

Entrance Committee 
Arnold Sells, Chairman 
Albert C. Allen, Vice Chm. 

Seating Committee 
A. Leo Anderson, Chairman 
Robert K. Fox, Vice Chm. 

Combined Guard of Honor 
Captain E. A. Pellegreen 

VETERANS DAY CEREMONY 
Commander of the Parade 

of Colors 
John P. Lester 

VIP Reception Committee 
James Doughtie, Chairman 

VIP Tent & Escort 
F. Phelps Jones, Chairman 

Special Arrangements 
James H. Brown, Chairman 

National Commanders -
Escort Committee 

John L. Kleinhans, Chairman 

Food Tent Committee 
Mrs. Ruth A. Clough, Chairman 

Press, Radio & TV Committee 
Robert D. Blachly 

Publications Committee 
Bob Brown, Chairman 

V.D.N.C. Staff 
Carolyn Wesley 
Laurie Robinson 

Veterans Day Ceremonies 
NATIONAL 

Arlington National Cemetery 

Support Troops provided by 

1st Battalion, (Reinf.) 
3rd Infantry (The Old Guard), U.S. Army 
Commanded by Colonel Robert H. Clark 

REGIONAL CEREMONY SITES 
Alameda County (San Leandro), Calif. 
Auburn, Washington 
Birmingham, Alabama 
Long Beach, California 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Host 

U.S. Air Force Ceremonial Band 
Captain James M. Danielsen, 

USAF, Conducting 

U.S.A.F. Singing Sergeants 
Lt. H. Bruce Gilkes, USAF, Director 

HOST 
AMVETS 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
Disabled American Veterans 
American Legion 
AMVETS 

State and Territory Chairmen -1974 
STATE 

ALABAMA 
Honorable Raymond Weeks 

ALASKA 
Mr. Louis F. Fiorella 

AMERICAN SAMOA 
Mr. Keila Pritchard 

ARIZONA 
Mr. William D. Gunn 

ARKANSAS 
Mr. Tom W. Miller 

CALIFORNIA 
Mr. Jack R. Melban 

CANAL ZONE 
Sergeant Jesus F. Garcia 

COLORADO 
Mr. Paul B. Rodden 

CONNECTICUT 
Brig. General Gaetano Russo 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Mr. A. Leo Anderson 

FLORIDA 
Mr. John Eubanks 

GEORGIA 
Mr. Pete Wheeler 

HAWAII 
Mr. George W. Holesco 

IDAHO 
Mr. Mark Kirkpatrick 

ILLINOIS 
Mr. John J. Houlihan 

INDIANA 
Mr. Earl Heath 

IOWA 
Mr. James Glouser 

KANSAS 
Mr. Wayne E. Garrett 

KENTUCKY 
Mr. Lewis Roberts 

LOUISIANA 
Honorable James A. Moreau 
Mr. Percy A. Lemoine 

MAINE 
Mr. Robert Washburn 

MARYLAND 
Major Bernard L. Talley, Jr. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Mr. Charles N. Collatos 

MICHIGAN 
Mr. Ernest Stratychuk 

MINNESOTA 
Mr. Burdean C. Fremming 

MISSISSIPPI 
Brig. General Emmett H. Walker 

MISSOURI 
Mr. Robert Edwards 

MONTANA 
Mr. Fred Barrett 

NEBRASKA 
Mr. Robert W. Brandt 

NEW JERSEY 
Mr. James Hall 

NEW MEXICO 
Mr. David W. King 

NEW YORK 
Mr. Frank V. Votto 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Mr. Preston F. Garris 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Mr. Carleton J. Likness 
Mr. Ralph Shults 

OHIO 
Colonel John P. Siemer 

OKLAHOMA 
Mr. Jack Naifeh 

OREGON 
Mr. H. C. Saalfeld 

PUERTO RICO 
General Salvador Roig 

RHODE ISLAND 
Major General Leonard Holland 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Mr. Henry Fields 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Mr. Gerald Goetzinger 

TENNESSEE 
Mr. John C. Mask 

TEXAS 
Honorable Lindon Williams 

UTAH 
Mr. William Pranke 

VERMONT 
Honorable Charles R. Johnson 

VIRGINIA 
Major General William J. McCaddin 

WASHINGTON 
Mr. Irvin Bryan 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Mr. Eugene Crutchfield 

WISCONSIN 
Mr. Italo J. Bensoni 

WYOMING 
Mr. Ernest E. Fender 



VETERANS 
OF FOREIGN WARS 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

1899 - 1974 

Honor the Dead 
by Helping 
the Living 


