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November 4, 1975 

Dear M1mit 

lt was oertdinly a pleasure to see you again last 
Saturday at the Engebretaons• reception for 
Mary Louise Smith. 

As I mentioned to you, I am presently working on a 
brief background paper on the Ford Administration and 
the Spanish Speaking and will forward a copy to you 
upon completion. I ould then like the opportunity 
to meet with you as follow-up to your me ting with 
Ben Fernandez of the Republican National Hispanic 
Assembly. 

Keep up the good work and let me know when I can he of 
help. 

Yours sincerely, 

Fernando E. c. De Baca 

Miss Mimi Austin 
Th President Ford Con-anittee 
1828 L Street, n. w. 
Suite 250 
Hashington, . D. c. 20036 

BCC: Mr. Benjamin Fernandez 

FECDeB:nnnd:11/04/75 



BACKGROUND 

After the unprecendented surge of Spanish speaking support 
for the President in 1972 (Richard Nixon received 351 of 
the Spanish speaking vote in 1972 compued to ~•,, in 1968), 
it was hoped that the inroads that had been made would 
begin to forge a long and lasting relationship between the 
Republican Party and the Spani&h spett.king C()l'lll'mlnity. 
Unfortunately, ~hat did not happen. Instead, the ent.'lusiasm 
and optimism whioh had~araeterized the pre-election months 
disappeared. There l::)egan to develop a widespread feeling 
of disappointment and resentment at what was viewed as a 

• - ..... , laok of post-election interest on the part of a Republican 
Administration in the continued progress of the Spanish 
speaking. Hispanic community leaders began to openly 
criticize the Republican Administration· for "deceiving" and 
"betraying" Spanish speaking voters by publicizing the 1972 
advancements in appointments, programs and contracts, and 
then systematically eliminating them. in 1973 and 1974. 

VD t'E.: Q S 
Following the 1972 election, the courting of Hispanic. Ila&- . 

C6tJ Fl ,-.JS..D hellft' la ttel to a few courtesy meetings with selected -
cmmmunity leaders and other similar non-subatant:.ive gestures. 
Up until August 1974, not one substantive new initiative or 
significant increase in Spanish speaking programs had taken 
place. The result was a unanimous feeling of frustratiD«J 
and betrayal on the part of Spanish speaking people across 
the country. 

Then eame the change in Administrations and the transfer of 
leadership to Gerald R. Ford as President. There followed 
a series of actions by the President restoring the confidence 
of Spanish speaking Americans in their President. ~.x. Ford 
became the first Pealident in the history of the nation to 
hire a person of Hispanic origin on the White House staffr 
he signed into law important new legislation desi9ned to 
provide great,r resources for bilingual education programs 
and for student financial assistance programs; he pushed for 
passage of the Housing Assistance and Community Development 
Act of 1974 and later signed the measure into law; he met 
with Latino Congressional leaders and Hispanic American 
organization heads; he met with President Ec1everria of 
Mexico and established a Oomestio Council Committee on 
Illegal Aliens to look into the problems of the illegal alien: 
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he appointed Bert Gallegos a• Director of the Community 
Service• Administration and sev6ral other distinguished 
Spanish Americana to import.ant boards and commiasions1 he 
presided over public meetings designed to elicit 
recommendations on how best: to deal vith the economy in 
the light of inflation. , 
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After the unprocenrlentcd s1xrgo of S:paniflh spen inEJ support 
for t!\0 PreBident !n 972 (:Uchard ;ixon ree ,ived 3.5 of 
t.'lle Spanish ~at..!nq vote. in 1<l7l com area to t;\ in..-1~68), 
it was hop ·i that t.h~ in.roads t:hat had t oen nadc, would 
begin to forg4? a long and lasting relatl . .onah!p betweon the 

epublican Party and the S!,aniah sr,eaking eommun! ty. 
Unfortunately, that did not hap ~n. tn'St.m1d, th enthusiasm 
an<l optimist!! whic 'had charaeter1~od the pre-elect.ion onths 
disappeare.c. There began to develop a widesr,r.na.d feeling 
of iaappointm nt and ro ent11wmt at what i,as viowt11 as a 
lack of po$t-olection interest on t:~e part of a epubliea.~ 
Administration in the· continuetl progress of the . ;;anish 
speak.in<]. 1:tap.anio emsrr,uni t"., 1 ado.rs beg .. n to openly 
criticize th nepu:'llican Ad!tini!ltr ·tion for "deeoiving" and 
"betraying" Spanish spe.ald..nq vc-.1tar,.. by publia.1:!ng th.e 1972 
adva ~cement4 n ap :x,tnt...,-,e ts, :,rogram a.nd oont:rae!ts, .and 
them nyst.~atica:lly them in 1S73 and 1!>74 .. 

r::•·" \.,1t1.::, Follcwi1,g th.e 1!)72 olact.ion, the courting of U.epan1c, h3a,_·-
. .,, , _ i'J CJ).· J:limi._!~ed to a f.sw courtesy eetings vith select(">tl 

i_C;-,...., 1- 1 
• ~un!t.y lea<l~rs and other .similar non-subst!\nttve qesturos. 

Up until Au.gu11t 1974, not one substantiv~ net initiative or 
iq:nif ieant. increasa in. S! anish spea.k!ng proqrarii.s had takon 

place.. The r • sul t wa a una.nL"!\Oua feeling of frustratiou 
anc1 hetraval on the part of Spaniuh s caking people across 
the country .. 

Then cmao the change in Ad.mini trl!~ions and the transfer of 
leader hip to Ger3ld 7! .. Fort1 as Pre i df:\nt, 'fhore followed 

series of acb.ions b• t.11o Prui.:. (?tnt resto:r.in tho eonfi~ence 
of Spanish sp<U\kinq ~'llttioans in their President. :!:'.. ord 
became the irst t>eMident J.n the 1istorv of tbo natio1, to 
hirG a norsc1~· n4 spanic oritjin on t'#-\e ithihi House staff: 
.. <!! signed irfto law io~rtant new legislation da iped to 
provi~e ~r ter resouroot> for !lingual e1ucation .rc,.grams 
anli for student f ir.aneial zuuiistanco programs; he pm,hed for 
r:,a9s \!fl of the nousir-g A'!lsistanc.:, a.d Col?'.munity avelopment. 
Aet of !t74 and later si.g!'led t:.hG maasur@ into law; he met 
with .t~atino Cont.;rcsi,ional lead0rsi &1'£ Hispanic Amftrioan 
organization head.a; h .r.l'?t , !th PrQsident ~oheverria of 
·fP.xico and e!ltablishod a Domestic ~ouneil committBe on 
Illegal l\lient; to look into the probl¢11e of t~e 1ll~al alien, 
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J .. o a:ppointed Bert Gallegt>s as Dit'cator of tho Commun.i ty 
Servicas Administration anc\ sever.al othc.r dhit!nguish~d 
Spanish Amerieans to important hoards and corn..~!ssion!H he 
.. resided over public meetings tiesi<rned to elicit 
roeorumanr.lation11 on how h st. to deal wi t..l\ the eaonomy in 
th!'! light of inflation. 




