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iSESAME MUCHO! NUEVO ALBUM BILINGUE CON CANCIONES DE SESAME STREET 

Y LA INTERPRETACION DE DESTACADAS ESTRELLAS LATINOAMERICANAS 

Los astros Jose Feliciano, Vikki Carry "Malo" se han unido cantando al elenco 

y Muppets del programa de television "Sesame Street" para brindar en "iSesame Mucho!", 

posiblemente el primer album bilingue para ninos producido hasta la fecha, versiones 

latinoamericanas de las canciones mas populares de Sesame Street. 

El disco, con 15 de las canciones favoritas de Sesame Street cantadas en 

espanol e ingles, es resultante de una creciente orienta~i6n. bilingue y bicultural 

de la aclamada serie educativa para ninos de edad preescolar. El idioma espanol y 

la cultura hispanoamericana se han sumado durante los ultimos cuatro anos a los 

otros objetivos de Sesame Street. 

La popular serie de TV, que es producida por Children's Television Workshop, 

celebrara su quinto aniversario el 4 de noviembre, fecha en la que comienza su nueva 

temporada en las 250 emisoras de la Public Broadca~ting Service. 

Cada uno de los arreglos de las canciones interpretadas por los astros visitantes 

Feliciano, Carry Malo, fueron creadas por estos artistas especialmente para iSesame 

Mucho! Las canciones fueron originalmente escritas para Sesame Street por Joe Raposo 

y Jeffrey Moss. 

El album tambi~n presenta a Emilio Delgado (Luis),Loretta long (la Susan de la 

serie de TV), Sonia Manzano (Marfa) y Bob McGrath (Bob) del elenco de Sesame Street 

ya los Muppets de Sesame Street, Big Bird (Carroll Spinney), Bert, Cookie Monster 

y Grover (Frank Oz) y Ernie (Jim Henson. ~.,.___ 
Ito 

.. (conti_nua) 
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Felici~no ha adaptado el "Escondido," una baT~da sabre un pequeAo pueblo de 

Californ,a, en una canci6n folk6rica y nostalgica latinoamericana llamada "Puerto 

Rico." Canta ademas su version de "Bein' Green," canci6n de Raposo cantada original-

me~te por Kermit, el "Frog" de Sesame Street, y que tambi~n fue grabada por 

Frank Sinatra y Lena ·Horne. 

Vikki Carr, actriz de ascendencia Mexicana-Norteamericana, interpreta la tonada 

sabre las emociones "Tu me gustas" ("I Like You") juntamente con Grover, el insinuante 

Muppet azul; y canta "I'd Like to Tell a Story" y "Take a Breath," canci6n sabre 

la respiraci6n, con Luis, el "Fix-it man" de Sesame Street (papel de Emilio Delgado). 

Grupo de rock latino 

Malo, la orquesta de rock latino con la actuaci6n"de Jorge Santana, canta 

"iBienvenidos!" (Welcome!) y "Show Me How You Feel" junta con los vocalistas Tony Smith 

y Pablo Tellez. 

Otras de las canciones del album son: "Yo" (Me) cantada por Marfa y el Cookie 

Monster; "Show," una balada en ingles y espaAol sabre la reminiscencia del pais natal 

cantada por Maria y Luis y "Canta" ("Sing"), por los nifios de Sesame Street. 

"Canta," escrita originalmente en espaAol e fogles, fue por mucho tiempo un 

exito del "pop" musical. Ha sido grabada por ·artistas tales coma los Carpenters 

(version que fue por varias semanas la primera de la lista), Peggy Lee y Barbara 

Streisand. 

(continua) 
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Mensaje educativo 

iSesame Mucho! es unico no solamente por ser el primer album bilingue creado 

especialmente para ninos sino tambien por su atento educativo. 

"Las canciones de iSesame Mucho! reflejan por igual los objetivos de bilin-

gualismo y respeto propio como el de los diversos temas educativos expresados en 

cada canci6n," dijo Joan Ganz Cooney, presidenta de CTH. 

Los objetivos biling"t.ies y biculturales ·de Sesame Street han sido programados 

para desarrollar en el nino de habla espanola un orgullo por su propia cultura y 

para familiarizar a los que no hablan espano1 con un segundo idioma . 
. . 

Las palabras en espanol presentadas en forma visual y la cultura hispano-

americana fueron introducidas por primera vez en el programa durante la temporada 

de 1970-71, yen la siguiente temporada s~ ampl16 la idea c~ando se incorporaron 

al elenco los dos actores de habla espanola, Marfa y Luis. 

iSesame Mucho! es el cuarto album importante producido por Children's Television 

Workshop. Todos han sido ''best sellers." Ya se han vendido mas de dos millones de 

copias de los dos primeros discos LP de Sesame Street. El tercer album, "Sesame 

Street Live," sali6 a la venta el ano pasado. Los tres fueron premiados con un 

total de tres Grammies. 

Ademas, el Workshop ha sacado 10 discos con el nombre de Sesame Street y ha 

otorgado la licencia a mas de 100 libros educativos, juguetes, juegos y otros productos. 

Las ganancias de su venta son usadas para financiar los proyectos experimental es del 

Workshop. 

(continua) 
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iSesame Mucho! se produce en dos versiones qy_~ solo difieren por lo que 

muestra la portada. La version de $5.98 lleva ilustraciones sobre las temas educativos 

mas importantes de las melod1as y letras de las canciones en dos idiomas. La de 

$3.~8 no tiene ilustraciones. 

El fabricante y distribuidor es Children's Records of America en asociaci6n 

con Warner Brothers. Alhambra Records Inc., distribuidor con sede en Miami, se 

encarga de la distribuci6n entre los 32 mercados importantes de habla expanola de 

las Estados Unidos y Puerto Rico . 

.. 



CHILDREN'S TELEVISION WORKSHOP 

NEW BILINGUAL 'SESAME MUCHO' AIBUM FEATURES SONGS FROM 

TV SERIES AND STARS THREE LEADING LATIN RECORDING STARS 

.Recording stars Jose Feliciano, Vikki Carr and "Malo" have joined with 

the cast and Muppets from TV's "Sesame Street" in singing Latin renditions of 

popular Sesame Street tunes for "isesame Muchol", believed to be the first bi-

lingual album ever produced for kids. 

The record, featuring 15 favorite songs from Sesame Street sung in both . 

Spanish and English, is an outgrowth of the bilingual and bicultural orientation 

of the acclaimed educational series for preschoolers. Spanish language and 

Hispanic cultural goals have been included on Sesame Street for the past four 

seasons. 

The popular TV series, produced by the Children's Television Workshop, 

celebr ated its fifth anniversary on November 4 as it began a new season on the 

250 stations of the Public Broadcasting Service. 

All musical arran9ements of songs performed on the new album by the three 

Latin guest stars, Feliciano, Carr and Malo, were created by the artists themselves 

especially for isesame Muchol The songs were all originally written for Sesame 

Street by Joe Raposo and Jeffrey Moss. 

The album also features Emilio Delgado, Loretta Long (the TV show's Susan), 

Son i a Manzano (Ma ria) and Bob McGrath (Bob) from the Sesame Street cast and the 

Sesame Street Muppets, Big Bird (Carroll Spinney), Bert, Cookie Monster and 

Grover (Frank Oz) and Ernie (Jim Henson). 

(more) 
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Feliciano llaa aclapt:ocl "r-:scondic1o," a ballad about a small California 

town into a nostalgic Latin folk song, "Puerto Rico." He also sings his 

rendition of "Bein' Green," a Raposo song originally sung by Kermit the Frog 

on Sesame Street, that has also been recorded by Frank Sinatra and Lena Horne. 

Vikki Carr, who is of Mexican-American descent, performs "Tu Me Gustas" 

("I Like You"), a tune sung about emotions with Sesame Street's ingratiating 

blue Muppet, Grover; "I'd Like To Tell a Story," and "Take a Breath," a song 

about breathing which she sings with Sesame Street's Fix-it man, Luis (played 

by Emilio Delgado). 

Latin Rock Group 

Malo, a Latin-rock orchestra featuring Jorge Santana, sings "iBienvenidosl" 

(Welcome!) and "Show Me How You Feel," along with vocalists Tony Smith and 

Pablo Tellez~ 

Ernie and Bert, the Mutt and Jeff of muppetry, sing "Rubber Duckie" --

a song which reached the "Top 10" when it was first introduced in 1970 -- in a 

lively new Spanish and English version. Luis and Big Bird do "No Matter What 

Your Language," which Has become the unofficial theme song for Sesame Street's 

bilingual efforts. 

Among the other songs on the album are: "Yo" (Me) sung by Maria and Cookie 

Monster; "Snow," a Spanish and English ballad about homesickness sung by Maria 

and Luis; and "Canta," (Sing I), by the kids of Sesame Street. 

"Sing!" was originally written in Spanish and English and was also a long-

time pop chart single. It has been recorded by such stars as the Carpenters 

(whose version reached number one spot for several weeks), Peggy Lee and Barbara 

Streisand. 

(more) 
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Educational Message 

The ;sesame Mucha! album is unique not only because it is the first bi-

lingual recor9 album created especially for youngsters, but because of its 

educational intent as well. 

"The songs of jSesame Muchol have the same goals of self pride and bi-

lingualism as well as the diverse educational themes expressed in each song," 

C'IW president Joan Ganz Cooney said. 

The bilingual and bicultural goals of the Sesame Street program are designed 

to teach cultural pride amongst Spanish speaking youngsters and to expose non-

Spanish speaking youngsters to a second language. 

Spanish language sight words and Hispanic culture were first introduced 

onto the program in its 1970-71 season and were expanded the following season 

when two Spanish speaking cast members, Maria and Luis, were added. 

jSesame Mucha! is the fourth major Sesame Street album produced by the 

Children's Television Workshop. All have been best sellers. The two original 

Sesame Street show LP's together sold over two million copies. The third album, 

"Sesame Street Live," was released last year. The three have won a total of 

three Grammy awards. 

In addition the Workshop has released ten feature albums on the Sesame Street 

label and has licensed over 100 other educational books, toys, games, and other 

products, revenues from which go to support the Workshop's experimental educational 

projects. 

; s esame Muchol is being marketed in two editions t hat differ only in what 

appears on the album cover. A $5.98 version features double album covers containing 

illustrations that touch on the major educational themes of the album's songs and 

the lyrics in both languages. A $3.98 budget version without the illustrations 

(more) 
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is als o available. 

Manfacturer is Children's Records of America, in association with Warner 

Brothers, and will be distriliuted with CRA. Alhambra, a Miami based distributor, 

is distributing isesame Muchol in the 32 largest Spanish-speaking markets of 

the U.S. and Puerto Rico. 

-o-



N!JC OW>.JED STATIONS, A DIVISION OF NATIONAL BROA'JCAS-:-JNG COMPANY INC 

4oor NEBRASKA AVENL1E, N.\X-~, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20016, EMERSON 2-4000 

Mr. Fernando E. C. DeBaca 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. DeBaca: 

November 3, 1975 

It has been the custan of WRC-'lV/AM and WKYS-:EM to meet with 
representatives fran various ccmnunity-oriented organizations 
in the Washington rnetrop:>litan area to learn IIDre about the 
problems, needs and interests of our local ccmnunity. 

We w::)Uld appreciate your help in determining what the major 
issues of interest to the Hispanic carmunity are as you view 
than fran your vantage p:>int as Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent because it is through discussions with people such as you 
that we can better reflect these concerns. 

As we discussed today, if time allows following our taping 
session tarorrow night, I w::)Uld like to meet with you so that 
we can discuss these timely issues and concerns. 

, e_1/'h.P'L 
Charlene ; 0 
.Administrator, '1V Public Services 



from 
the 
desk 
of 

11/5/75 

Charlene .r-teoy 

Neglected to give this to you 
after the taping session last 
night. 

It was lovely to see you again, 
and I appreciate your giving up 
your evening time to cane in for 
the taping session and later dis-
cussion. 



-- MEP 
\ V 

Dear Kaaren, 

'thank you for your thoughtful letter of October 28, 
1975. 

l would be honored to participate in your •ta Raza• 
documentary film seriee on Mexican American Politics. 
Noxmally, my day b ins with our early morning staff 
meeting, followed y an aasortmcmt of office visits 
and speaking engagefllents .. I try to d vote at lust 
three hours per day to ro earoh and writing activities 
and three hour to t. lephon responses. The remainder 
of my time is spent in meetings and Presidantial Gvents. 
Y try tor se1:ve J'riday, Saturday and Sund y for out-
of .. t:own speaking commitments. 
X hope ~"le a.bove intonation ia helpful to you 1n 
setting your production schedule. I will look forward 
to hearing from you. 
Pleas convey my best regards to Mocteeuma Esparza. 
You have WJ' sincere congrat.ulationB and full admiration. 
for t.lt outstanding job you ara doing in promoting the 
interests ot Spanish speaking ~.mericans. 

Ms. !{a.are.a Ochoa 
Associate Producer 

Yours aincerely, 

Perno..ndo n. c. De Baca 
Special asistant to the President 

Moctesuma Esparza Productions 
291 Ncrth Oeeiderrtel BoulewPl ~'1.,C 3 <c Le Mb'/ t-41;.. 
Loa Angeles, California 90026 

FECOeB:rmnd:10/31/75 



MOCTESUMA ESPARZA PRODUCTIONS 201 NORTH OCCIDENTAL BOULEVARD LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90026 (213) 380-2722 • 386-311 I 

Femando E. C. De Baca 
Special Asst. to the President 
'llle White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Fernando, 

New Address 
2036Iaooyne 
IDs Angeles, Calif. 90026 
October 28, 1975 

M>ctesuna Esparza Productions is producing an hour long television 
OOCUie1tary that will focus on M:!xlcan Auerlcan Politics in the U.S. 
today. 'llle film is part of the ''La Raza" Serles for McGraw-lli.11 Broad-
casting and will be shown nationwide. We will be interviewing several 
Mexican Anerican political figures about their canpaigns, issues, and 
the dynamics of who elected them.bow and why. 

MEP is an established operating, Chicano-owned, film production coopany. 
Ninety percent of our staff are Spanish-surrumed and Spanish-speaking 
whic..~ gi~s us particular expertise in bilingual and bicultural areas. 

We feel that you are a key political figure and would certainly enjoy 
having you participate in our efforts to cooplete this film. It would 
involve interviewing you and filmf.ng you at your job, obtaining your 
views on various subjects. 

Please let us know if you would be willing to participate in our documntary. 
If your staff could send us sooe idea of a typical weekly schedule, it 
would be nuch appreciated. We will then contact you by the end of the 
year to agree on dates for filming. If you have any questions , please 
contact us at (213)660-5292. Muchas Gracias. 

Very truly yours, 

.. g:,~ 
KD/ob 

1'i::1.i:trt::U Ochoa 
Associate Producer 

M::>ctesuna Esparza 

U

.,.~; fORo'<~ 

. 
-c 
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MEHOaAliDUM FOR: 

PROlb 

SUBJBC?: 

August 27, lt7S 

tmtts BOUSB OITICE OJ' 
COMMUU?CA1"IONS (Att.i 
Mr. Metcalf) 

l'BRHANDO £., c., n£ BACA 

Reques\t for clo•ed ckcuit. 
ff Progru 

WllC-TV 1• •ending a 2-inch video tape copy of a Spaniah 
._itage Spacial progr... We vou14 like t.o schedule 
• abowing for sometiae during the week Mfore the 
Rational Hispanic Beritqe WMt {SNtteJDber 14-20) and 
•9•1n during the Week of the caltlJbration. 

When 1:he tape an-ive• in this office,. we w111 call you 
for ache.dul1D9. We would appreciate any advice or 
intoJ:'lil&tion you con•1d.er neceeaary with reference to 
thia -1loving. 
Many thanks. 

mmd:d:8/27/75 



.Auguat. 2T, 1·975 

Dear Jta.. Cohea, 

lfe are pla.nning a cloae4 circuit ahowin9 of 
the Spanish Heritage Special d the Sanche:r 
and Mariano VISTAS 00W' tor the Plllea1dent 
and wmald appreoiat.e having• copy of t:be 
standard 2-inoh video tape for this showing. 
if itr VOQld be .available to us .. 

As to the d.ae. we would appreciate having 
the cape next weak for a shoving axtd perhaps 
again during tbe week of September 14-20, 
which la lfat.ional Hispanic Heritage Week. 
Thank you very auah. 

l'ernaado E. •· ne Baca 
Special Aasi•tant to the PreaidGt 

Ma. Jane Cohen 
Program Manager 
tme-ff 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, N. II. 
Washington, D. c. 20016 

mmd:d:8/27/15 
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/~J Memo from 

Rene Cardenas '-S Executive Director 
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November 18, 197 4 

TO: OF BC/TV 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: A Continuing C / 
for Supp/ 

---- ----- --- ---- ---- ------------ --- -- -- --- -- -- ---- -- ------ -- -- -

On July 17, 1974, Caspar Weinberger responded to your delegation letter indicating 
reasons why he could not continue funding Bilingual Children's Television and the 
VILLA ALEGRE series. 

On October 31, after having examined the GAO Report relevant to the audit of BC/TV, 
Congressman Glenn Anderson, California, requested Caspar Weinberger review his decision 
in light of GAO findings that indicated that "lapses and delays in OE's funds to the 
project were instrumental in production delays that led to problems encountered by 
BC/TV". 

Congressman Anderson indicated that the V1LLA ALEGRE series has achieved wide 
acclaim and cited the importance of bilingual education to the nation as a whole. And, 
he confirmed to Mr. Weinberger, USIA's intention to distribute VILLA _ALEGRE 
throughout Latin America. He cited this intention as an indication of VILLA ALEGRE's 
high quality. 

Mr. Weinberger's response to Congressman Anderson, as per attached copy, reflects an 
unfortunate and rather cynical attitude, and unfurls a banner of the double standard. Mr. 
Weinbcrger's response lends itself to interpretation at many levels. We feel this view is 
myopic. We feel that the 3.5 million dollar investment of ESAA funds in the production 
of the VILLA ALEGRE series is an effective investment in developing a critical antidote 
to this nation's educational ills. 

VILLA ALEGRE has an estimated audience of 12 million viewers daily. The series is 
aired in over 233 stations throughout the country twice daily, in most instances six days 
a week. Viewer cost at that rate is 1/2 cent per show per viewer. Educational 
nourishment at this rate i,; the best anyone could ask for. 

br./ftl • :rnHe z:.rnn • rmhJJJY lrnHIHng • ZHiO ll3ltlez sfreet • aal<lami, !.!aHfomia Yll-61Z • (41?;) 039-56'18 



Mr. Weinbergcr's attitude is contradictory in that his office has permitted CTW the 
luxury of continued funding. And, it should be so because CTW has inculcated into 
children and into the educational system, a philosophy of upgrading many of the 
anachronisms that have prevailed in the educational system. 

BC/TV has similarly achieved its initial purpose of providing the Spanish-speaking child 
with reinforcement and a sense of dignity and worth, and a cultural memory as it 
enriches the curriculum experiences of monolingual children by introducing them to the 
large world that is hemispheric America, and to a new linguistic melody that is the 
Spanish language. 

The concept of VILLA ALEGRE is important to the strategy of educational change in 
this country. We are not advocating for continued funding to protect a sinecure, but 
instead are fighting for BC/TV's survival because it has made educational breakthroughs 
in this country at the attitudinal and sociopathic level. 

We recognize, as must members of congress, that by the year 2010 the hemisphere that 
is America will be linguistically Spanish dominant and that the 350 million U.S. citizens 
of tomorrow must possess linguistic capability to communicate, and traffic, and negotiate, 
and mediate with an estimated Spanish-speaking population of 750 million souls. 

Bilingual education is critical and crucial to all children, and bilingual capability must be 
built into our system as an educational response to meeting the challenges of tomorrow. 

Through the offices of USIA and the U.S. Department of State, ministers of every Latin 
country (excluding Peru and Argentina) have visited the project and have appealed for its 
utiliz_ation in their respective countries. 

It seems anathetical to our national aims that we embrace hemispheric America with 
suggestioni,; of aid and assistance while we ignore the expatriot descendants from those 
cultures in our own United States. 

Mr. Weinberger's attitude is contradictory to the global philosophy of U.S. policy in 
offering as;sistance to under-developed countries when in this very same nation of ours 
there are under-developed people who cry and beg for assistance and succor, participation 
and involvement. 

Mr. Weinberger feels the programs cannot be "improved by remaking them immediately". 
Our proposal indicated the tone, texture, and character of the new shows would reflect 
those upgrading changes that would be brought about as a result of research and analysis 
in the classroom. The need for continued programming is manifestly evident throughout 
the communities at large bereft of BC/TV-type programming. 

The VILLA ALEGRE series is an antidote to racial isolation, and it is only through 
your advocacy and assistance, and legislative creativity that it will endure to continue 
challenging the polarization syndrome that is taking place in the nation and the world 
today. ' 



VILLA ALEGRE is about people getting together - living, playing, learning together and 
from each other. 

In view of the above we urge sponsorship of a bill under Title VII or other legislation 
that will allow Bilingual Children's Television to fulfill its mission of creating educational 
and attitudinal change in this country for the benefit of this country and its citizens. 

BC/TV is without funds and on the precipice of going under. We are being supported by 
a grant from Lilly Endowment and assistance from EXXON U.S.A. Foundation. We are 
at the Rubicon. 

RC/el 

Attachments 



Dear Congressman Anderson: 

Many thanks for your letter of October 31 about BC/TV. 

We can concede and agree on all the points you made 
about the 65 programs of "Villa Alegre" but my basic con-
clusion remains, and that is that 65 programs are all that 
we really should sponsor and that they do provide a very 
good but sizable investment in this important activity, 
and one that is now complete. 

We don't see that the 65 programs would be particularly 
improved by remaking them immediately. Nor, do we see the 
necessity for additional programs beyond that very substan-
tial number. In any event, I greatly appreciate receiving 
your letter. 

Kind personal regards. 

Sincerely 

Caspar Weinberger, 
Secretary . 
Department of Health, Education, 

and Welfare 

SECRETARY OF HEW'S 
RESPONSE DICTATED FROM 

CONGRESSMAN GLENN ANDERSON'S 
OFFICE - OFFICIAL COPY Of LETTER 

TO FOLLOW. 

, 



-. GLENN M. ANDE RSON 
35-nt DISTRICT, CALl r'0RNIA 

1132 HOUSE OFFIC I:'. O U ILDINO 

WASHINGTON, 0 .C. 2051 
TELEPHONE, ( 202) 225-6 6 76 

01STRICT OFFICES : 

255 WEST FIFTH 5 T RCET 

SAN PEDRO, CALIF0RNI -' 90731 
T ELEPHONE: (21 3) 548-2551 

15740 PARAM OUNT B LVD. 
PARAMOUNT, CAL I FOl tHIA ~ 0 72.3 

TELEPliONE, (2 13 ) 6 33-3525 

~ongre%s of tbe Z!lniteb ~ tate~ 
)r)ou%e of ltepresentatiltes 

~fozi)ington, ~ .<!I:. .20515 
Octobe r 31, 1 9 74 

Hon. Caspar Weinbe rge r 
Secretary 
Department of Health , Education , and We l fare 
Washington , D. C. 2020 1 

Dear tlr. Secretary: 

CQM•-urrn:'l • 

PU8LIC W OH K 3 

I UDCOM.Ml'l U . t6 : 

PUOLIC BUILDI NG~ ANO GROUNDS 
WATCR fl: L~>Ol.JHCE.!ii 
TRAN SPOfl f ,h nnN 

CN ER1,,.·.v 

MERCHANT M/\n!NC' /IND 
FI S H EH I ES 

&UDCO M M. t-TT C. LS 

FISHE Rl F.:s AN D \--1/JLfJL trc:. 
C ONSf"rtV i\TION /,ND 1 HE 

E NVI HONMFNi 
MAHINC 

OCEAt..00 1\Af'lf Y 

Thank you for your lette r of Ju ly 1 7 which exnlained 
y our reasons for t0m.inating the grant to Bili.nqual 
Childr-2n' .s 'l'clevision (EC'fV ) and their series ''Villa 
l :.. legre . 11 

However, I wou l d apprec i ate your r econsiderati on 
based upon the following: 

1. l\ survey of -t:he original grants conducted by the 
GAO indicates that lupr;es c:.nc1 deJ.vys in . Off ice of Educa·tion 
fun6s were instruIT'cntal in cau sing the prcc!.uction delays 
that led to many of the proLlems enco·1.1ntcn:;d by LC'J'V unc1cr 
the original grants . 

, 
1 2 . 'rhe GS segments of "Villa Al egre" prodi..--:.ccd by BCTV 
have ~ecn acclaimed by independent critics 0nd r~vi~uing 
boards, i ncluding a report conaucted for the Bilingual 
Depart~ent of the New York State Boarfi of Education . 

3. Bilingual education is of unquGstionable irrportance. 
However, thf~ educational value of a bilincJual progr«.ni clocs 
not, I believe , suffer because it contains roatcri~l relevant 
t o a culture associatctl with a second language. IndGad, 
such a content can only enhance thA progra1n by making it i~ore 
captivating for the target audience and by providina a 
related background for bilingual content. 

4. The United State s Informa tion ~gency is supportinq 
BCTV i'.lnd is seriously consic10ring distributing "Villa 

, 
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1'.legr0" throughout Lat.in America, another indication of 
its high quality. 

I am looking forward to hearing frcm you following 
your review. 

Sincerely, 

Glenn 11. Anderson, M.c. 

G.HA/ wht: 

, 



5100 Wisconsin Avenue, NW Washington, D.C. 20016 202-244-8600 An IIICDRADIO station 

Mr. Fernando E.C. DeBaca 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. DeBaca: 

July 25, 1975 

Again thank you for your participation on HERITAGE. 

Enclosed please find a dub of the interview which was recently 
aired over all the RKO radio stations. 

Best wishes. 

(\ 
\ Since 

1 ne j Commu 

Washington 's Good Music Stations 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 16, 1975 

FERNANDO DE BACA 

MARGARET EARL ,-C.f..-

Thanks for agreeing to do the "People's Lobby" show for 
KITE Radio, which is based in San Antonio. The show is 
live and Allan Dale is the host; Dale's constituency in 
San Antonio will be on a hook-up to ask questions. Dale 
would like to have you there a few minutes before 7:00 p.m. 
Friday evening and the interview shouldn't take more than an 
hour. Dale is located at the Quality Inn Capitol Hill 1 415 
New Jersey Avenue, N.W. He is filming in Room 831 and is 
also using Room 830. • 

Thanks again. 



ff ff n@~& I s10 am Li Li g~ 103.S fm 
5100 Wisconsin Avenue, NW Washington, D.C. 20016 202-244-8600 An IIIIIDRADIO station 

The Honorable Fernando DeBaca 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. DeBaca: 

May 21, 1975 

Thank you very much for being my guest on HERITAGE and 
Dialogue. 

The Dialogue interview will be aired on Tuesday, May 27 at 
3:00 p.m. over WGMS. I hope your entire staff will be able 
to listen and I am sure the audience will find your remarks 
extremely informative. 

The syndicated HERITAGE show will be aired in Washington on 
Sunday, July 20 at 6:45 P.M. I am enclosing a list of the 
other RKO stations across the country and their air schedules. 

Again, thank you very, very much for your time and interest. 

Washington's Good Music Stations 



HERITAGE:AIR SCHEDULgS 

I/:'/-!{' 
WGMS ...... Washington, D.C ...... Sundays, p.m. 
WOR ....... New York ...... : ...... Sundays, 5:30 a.m. 
WFYR ...... Chicago .............. Sundays, 7:15 a.m. 
KRTH ...... Los Angeles .......... Sundays,5:15 a.m. and 11:00 p.r 

(twice) 
KFRC ...... San Francisco ........ Mondays, 12:50 a.m. 
WAXY ...... Fort Lauderdale ...... Sun., 6:45, Mon. 2:30 a.m. 

a.m. 
WRKO/WROR.Boston ............... Monday, 3:15 a.m. 
Wxlo ...... New York ........... • ... 7: tfJA-IJI/ 
KHJ ....... Los Angeles .......... .. xf<.,,_...,::- ' / /.' 5-J ?' · /?·- ' 

WHBQ ...... Memphis ............... Sunday, 6:15 a.m. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 12, 1975 

Dear Mr. McGannon: 

Thank you for your recent letter in which you express 
a desire to get together on your next trip to the 
Washington D. C. area to ex change i d eas and talk 
about matters of common concern. 

I would be delighted to host you for lunch at the 
White House on your next trip to Washington or, if your 
schedule doesn't allow for a luncheon engagement, to 
meet with you at some more convenient time. 

Kindly have your office notify my secretary at (202) 
456-6219 when you plan to visit us and I will promptly 
set up the arrangements. 

Kindest regards. 

Yours 

Fernando E. C. De Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 

Mr. Donald H. McGannon 
President 
and 
Chairman of the Board 
Westinghouse Broadcasting Company Inc. 
90 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 



90 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK NY 10016 983-5060 

DONALD H McGANNON 
President 
and 
Chairman of the Board 

Mr. Fernando E. C. De Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. De Baca: 

WBZ • WBZ-TV BOSTON 
WINS NEW YORK 
KYW· KYW-TV PHILADELPHIA 
WJZ-TV BALTIMORE 
KOKA• KOKA-TV PITTSBURGH 
WOWO FT WAYNE 
WINO CHICAGO 
KPIX SAN FRANCISCO 
KFWB LOS ANGELES 

WESTINGHOUSE BROADCASTING COMPANY INC 

April I 7, 197 5 

This past week I have had occasion to talk with Cecil R. 
Forster, Jr. with regard to his having participated as our 
representative at the National Latino Media Coalition 
Conference held in San Antonio, Texas, and out of this 
conversation came your involvement not only with the com-
munications industry but your concern for the Latino com-
munity as it affects our society on an ongoing basis. 

( 

It is clear that the communications industry, and Group W 
in particular, can be doing much more with regard to 
meeting the needs of all people who we serve throughout 
our broadcast facilities, and in an effort to identify and 
focus on a critical area of need, may I suggest that when 
I have an opportunity to travel to Washington that I call 
upon you to exchange ideas and talk about our common 
concern. 

Kindest regards. 

/mj 



OCT ., 5 1910 

(;Jzildrell§ CJelevi§ion ~rl@}zop 
One Lincoln Plaza/ New York, N.Y.10023 / 212 595-3456 

Mr. Fernando A.C. DeBaca 
Assistant to the President 
Old Executive Office Building, Rm. 197 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. DeBaca: 

JOSEPH M. AGU4YO 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

October 7, 1974 

A word of thanks for your invitation to meet with you along with my 
Puerto Rican colleagues from New York on September 25, 1974. 

I was genuinely impressed with the candor and realistic assessment of 
the monumental problems which you will be confronting in your new 
position. I am sure that my pledge of assistance to you in this en-
deavor is shared by most of the 25 participants at the meeting. 

In response to your stated request for any ideas regarding issues of 
concern to the Puerto Rican community, I should like to propose the 
following: 

' 
That the Ford Administration through HEW appropriate the entire 
$135 million authorized by Congress in the H.R. 69 Education Bill. 

Our latin community of almost 15 million people needs every resource 
imaginable. Congress has shown surprising insight into the complicated 
problems of our bilingual and b icultural communities across the country. 
These monies can well be a solid foundation for the research, product 
development, and applied technologies required to effectively permit our 
youngsters, young adults and older citizens to gain meaningful skills 
while retaining the important heritage of our language and culture. 

Appointments of qualified latins to the Federal Communication Com-
mission and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 

Both these agencies have decision-making responsibilities i n the com-
munications field which will directly help or hinder our people. As a 
member of the Advisory Panel on Minority Programming for the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting, I am well aware of the fact that a latin decision-
maker on the Board of Directors will greatly permit more bilingual-bi-
cultural programming. 

CABLE: SESAMEST NEW YORK/ TWX 710-581-2543 / RCA 236168 
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Mr. Fernando A.C. DeBaca October 7, 1974 

Especially in view of the fact that monies are being given directly to 
the 250 public broadcasting stations across the nation, it is imperative 
that CPB have on its Board someone who can speak for the need for relevant 
minority programming as well as to provide access to the latin community 
on the latest technological advances being made in the educational media. 

~ ) Use of the Talent Bank at CTW for qualified latin professionals. 

In an effort to provide the communications world with qualified latin 
talent, we have established a nation-wide Talent Bank of latins with 
qualifications in writing, educational research, and other related 
fields relevant to the communications field. Whether for your own 
office or for technical positions within the Federal Bureaucracy, 
please feel free to call or write us of any personnel needs that you 
may require. 

I have already taken the liberty of referring for your consideration 
Ms. Aida Gatell, a highly talented Executive Secretary or Administrative 
Assistant who is fluently bilingual and quite competent at high level 
administrative endeavors. 

Enclosed I am submitting some of the work I have done in analyzing the 
bilingual authorizations of Congress as well as the report on Minority 
Programming for CPB. I do wish you well in your new position. 

I do hope that on your next trip to New York City you will enable us to 
welcome you at the Workshop and to apprise you of some highly creative 
and trend-seteing projects in the Bilingual field. 

Mucha suerte, Fernando. 

JMA:md 
Enclosures 

Cordiallyl/tf 

u 



A new television show for children from Bilingual Children's Television, Inc. 
Vol. I, no. 2 September 15, 1974 

NATIONAL PREMIER SEPT. 23 
The national premiere of "Villa Alegre" (Happy Village) 

will be aired on the Public Broadcasting Service Monday, 
Sept. 23. Following the initial telecast the show will be 
seen twice a day, six days a week, on PBS affiliates. The 
colorful children's series has been accepted for broad-
cast by 190 PBS stations in the United States including 
Alaska and Hawaii, as well as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the 
Trust Territories. 

Negotiations are currently underway with the Spanish 
speaking networks and the other commercial networks 
for airing of Villa Alegre in areas not served by PBS. 

Because of time differential between the East and 
West Coasts, it is important that you consult your local 
TV Guide or the PBS affiliate serving you for air times 
and schedules. 

SNOW CONES FOR THE KIDDIES are among the good 
things on the cart of the street vendor, El Vendedor 
(Julio Medina). Enjoying their cones are Kathy Hernan-
dez, 10; John Avery, 10; and Mauricio Jarrin, 7. 

NEA HONORS DR. CARDENAS 
The National Education Association, ruling body for 

some 1.5 million teachers throughout the United States, 
awarded Dr. Rene Cardenas, President of BC/TV, its 
most distinguished award. The George L. Sanchez Me-
morial Award was given to BC/TV's founder at the NEA 
annual convention held in Chicago recently. 

The award is representative of distinguished service 
and "creative leadership in resolving critical social or 
cultural issues." In addition to the coveted award, BC/ 
TV had the unanimous endorsement of the NEA Execu-
tive Committee when the June 28 convention closed. 

TWO DIMENSIONS INTO THREE 
A six-part Learning Guide useful in both classroom 

and home is now available from BC/TV. The Guide was 
designed by a staff of learning experts who felt that there 
must be a carry-over from the world of two dimensional 
television into the three dimensional world of learning. 
Most helpful when used in conjunction with the particular 
BC/TV program of your choice, the learning guide in-
cludes: 

1) The general message of educational purpose 
and brief description of each show segment. 
2) A Cultural Notes section in which background 
material on certain aspects of Latin American cul-
ture and life styles is provided. 
3) A Suggested Activities section consisting of a 
description of various activities that can be used 
to reinforce what has been seen on the show. 
4) A section on key language and expressions used 
most often in each show. This section also pro-
vides a pronunciation guide to Spanish words and 
phrases used. 
5) A music section containing the words and music 
for one song in each show. 
6) A reference guide indexing sources helpful in 
planning further study. 

Learning Guides may be obtained by contacting the In-
structional Television representative of your local PBS 
station, or by writing: 

Learning Guides 
Bilingual Children's Television 
2150 Valdez Ave. 
Oakland, Calif. 94612 

This Learning Guide has been made available to BC/TV 
by a grant from Exxon U.S.A. Foundation 

, I i J 



THIS IS THE MESSAGE! 
After an extensive national tour involving program 

presentations of Villa Alegre to state school superinten-
dents/commissioners and their staffs, Dr. Thomas Sha-
heen and Mr. Sal Cordova, Special Assistant and Co-
ordinator Community Affairs, respectively, h3d nothing 
but good to report back to the staff.* 

Here are some of the comments they heard from in-
terested parties. 

Much commendation for the gentleness and soft-
ness of Villa Alegre. Your production does not have 
the harshness of other children's shows. -Raleigh 
State Department of Public Instruction, North Caro-
lina 
The interdisciplinary approach using five relevant 
themes while interweaving Spanish and English 
language material will be readily acceptable to 
people who are involved in early childhood educa-
tion and elementary education. Furthermore, the 
conceptual orientation to subject matter is prefer-
able to the frantic skill development approach of 
other programs we have viewed. -State of Wis-
consin Department of Public Instruction 
We will recommend Villa Alegre not only to children 
throughout the state of Massachusetts, but to our 
own children as well. -State Department of Edu-
cation, Massachusetts 

Perhaps the most succinct comment was made by 
Sister Maria Ramirez of the New York State Department 
of Education when she said, "Villa Alegre isn't just a TV 
series, it's almost a way of life. Villa Alegre is Viva Alegre! 
This is the message and I think this is what is conveyed." 

• As a result of their efforts, BC/TV now enjoys the en-
dorsement of 18 state school superintendents/ commis-
sioners throughout the U.S. 

THE MAYORESS OF "Villa Alegre" is Dona Luz (Carmen 
Zapata) who also runs the little village store, La Tiendita. 
Enjoying a chat with Her Honor are Adrienne Alexander, 
9, and Kathy Hernandez, 10, while son Lalo ( • n) 
shares the fun. q~· f,:, 

LACED WITH LOVE 
AND UNDERSTANDING 

! \; 
.... -c 
c.)) 

Nationally known critic and reviewer, Dwight Newton, 
of the San Francisco Examiner, recently reviewed Villa 
Alegre. 

"Hard by Berkeley, where a disillusioned, uptight gen-
eration has tried for a decade to improve America by 
resorting to devastating shock and violence, a new or-
ganization is seeking the same goals through informative 
television programs laced with love and understanding 
directed at children, ages 4 to 8. 

Each program is built on a blending and interweaving 
of the English and Spanish languages, and cultures. A 
first sampling was previewed here yesterday. I am en-
thusiastic. 

While some have called Villa Alegre another Sesame 
Street, nothing could be farther from the truth. Villa Alegre 
does not pointedly teach children to spell C-A-T, or how 
to count to seven. The series' domain is social study 
rather than reading, writing, and 'rithmetic, although the 
3 R's seem to osmose into the picture. The output of 
information is subliminal rather than direct. It is very, 
very effective. Each program is bilingual, approximately 
half English, half Spanish, posing no problems to chil-
dren who, given the chance, are able to absorb foreign 
languages with astounding speed. 

Villa Alegre demonstrates the value of speaking more 
than one language and the desirability of viewing various 
cultures as complementary rather than contradictory." 

VILLA ALEGRE-VIVA ALEGRE! 
"Viva Alegre'," was the unanimous cry from the BC/ 

TV staff when they heard the preliminary report from 
the New York State Department of Education's exhaus-
tive testing of sixteen Villa Alegre programs on a cross 
sampling of students. The study's preliminary findings 
indicate that the series is suitable for use as a supple-
ment to current school programs. 

The research carried out by the University of New 
York at Buffalo, involved sampling opinions and audi-
ence response from some 180 bilingual and monolingual 
school students over a five week period at various sites 
in Buffalo and Long Island. 

In order to supplement the University of New York's 
findings the BC/TV research staff conducted a two day 
utilization workshop involving teachers, paraprofes-
sionals, district and state school officials and parents 
who participated in the prior five week study. The mini-
study provided a forum for the persons involved in the 
utilization of Villa Alegre. They were able to comment on 
future series and give their insights into special regional 
problems that the BC/TV staff needed to be aware of for 
the creation of subsequent episodes. As an offshoot to 
this initial workshop, hundreds of similar utilization work-
shops are being set up around the country. BC/TV's 
liaison for this new approach is the educational repre-
sentative of each local PBS affiliate, as well as the State 
Departments of Education. 

LOOK TO THE HEAVENS! 
When man cannot fly, he must look to the heavens. So 

say the people of the Rocky Mountain region who are 
not able to receive normal telecasts of BC/TV's new 
series, Villa Alegre, because of mountainous terrain. 
They looked toward the sky and found that children in 
those mountainous areas were able to watch the new 
programs via satellite, with a little help from the Federa-
tion of Rocky Mountain States, located in Denver. In an 
effort to reach 56 isolated rural school districts, a recent 
transmission was beamed from earth to a satellite 22,300 
miles out in space and bounced back to receivers located 
in each of the school districts. 

After completion of six such experiments (earth to 
satellite to smiling children awaiting below) Villa Alegre 
was transmitted into Washington, D.C. via satellite, where 
a group of legislative and educational officials· watched 
with delight; the technology of the land and the Happy 
Village. 

GRANTSMANSHIP VICE VERSA 
A check in the amount of $191,600 was presented to 

the U.S. Office of Education by Dr. Rene Cardenas, Presi-
dent of BC/TV, on Aug. 27. The payment, which repre-
sented savings incurred on a grant used by BC/TV for 
the production of 65 programs, was accepted by Dr. Ter-
rell H. Bell, Commissioner of Education. 

Bilingual Children's Television, Inc. (BC/TV) started 
taping the basic studio segments in early January and 
completed the series of 65 daily half-hour shows near the 
end of May. 

The program is designed for children from ages 4 
through 8 and intended for national telecast by Public 
Broadcasting Service stations and commercial outlets in 
communities without public television. The show also 
will be aired by Spanish-language television stations to 
assure the widest possible exposure among the country's 
many Spanish-speaking communities. 

The series uses a magazine format that blends live 
video segments with film and animation. The educational 
content is presented in entertaining segments - stories, 
games, dances and songs, reinforced by visual effects, 
with emphasis on the personal interrelationships that 
help intensify the learning experience. 

The show is set in Villa Alegre, an idyllic "Happy Vil-
lage" located "anywhere." The community, a stylized 
rather than realistic representation, has a village square, 
small store (La Tiendita), artist's studio, and other set-
tings. 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES are easy to learn in the en-
tertaining atmosphere of "Villa Alegre," the new bilingual 
educational television series for children opening Sep-
tember 23 on the Public Broadcasting Service stations. 
Kenia Hernandez, 9, d~rli/iil}~es how it's done with a 
scoop of corn. 1-· (,:, 

i i 
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Mr. Fernando De Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 
Executive Office Building 
Room 197 
The White House 
Washington DC 20006 

. ., ' " 
I . j ·- . f! 

For further information or additional copies of this news-
letter, write or call: Elvira Leanos, Bilingual Children's 
Television, Inc., 2150 Valdez Street, Oakland, Calif. 94612. 
Phone: (415) 839-5678 

"CRACKERS ANYONE?" begs Polly Parrot, friend of the 
children of "Villa Alegre." Kenia Hernandez, 9, Adrienne 
Alexander, 9, and Peter Santana, 8, are among the village 
children who speak both English and Spanish on the 
show. 

This newsletter is published by Bilingual Children's Television , Inc., a non-
profit corporation. Right to reprint any or all of the contents is herewith granted. 
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FERNANDO DE BACA 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 
HISPANIC AFFAIRS EDB1q7 
WHITE HOUSE 
1700 PENNSYLVANIA AVE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

FOR THE JUNE 10 N•TIONAL PUBLIC RADIO GATHERING NEED TO SEE YOU (9AM?) 
REI : 

1. NPR 1S EVALUATION OF PRESENT NETWORK PROGRAMMING 1 WHERE DOES IT LEAO 
US? IN ENGLISH FOR THE TOTAL COMMUNITY, IN SPANISH FOR OUR OWN 
COMMUNICATIONS NEEDS. 

2, AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PLANS OF NPR, SPANISH SPEAKING ON BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS, STAFFS ETC. 

3. NPR TECHNICAL ASS)STANTS TC LOCALITIES TO ACHIEVE PARITY, 

._J 

4, EMPLOYMENT AND TRA!NI~G AT THE NATIONAL STAFF POLICY LEVEL, -

S, PRIME TIME ALLOCATION OF NEWS COVERAGE ANO PARTICIPATION OF SPANISH 
SPEAKING JOURNALISTS REPORTERS AND NEWSMAKERS, 

b• PRODUCTION BUDGETS CONTRACTING FOR PROGRAMMING AND PROGRAM StRIES, 

SINCERAME.NTE 

DOMINGO NICK REYES 703~780•1331 PLEASE CALL ME AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

DOMINGO NICK REYES 
4312 BIRCHLAKE CT 
ALEXA~DRIA VA 22309 

16:41 EST 

MGMWSHT HSB 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

From Jon Hoornstra 
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Inflationary pressures hit TV network programing 
How automated radio is cleaning up in ratings 
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Daughters and ABC's Kodiak got there 
first. By any standards, though, it's an 
!Xc;:uci..-~ing hour of television."-James 
Brown,- Los Angeles Times. 

"Police Woman is several cuts above 
all television cops and robbers shows ex-
cept the one that spawned it, Police 
Story. . . . It is honest and at times 
necessarily brutal."-Frank Torrez, Los 
Angeles Herald-Examiner. 

" .. . persistently dull, despite the help 
of several bloody killings and a couple 
of rapes."-John J. O'Connor, New York 
Times. 

"The pedestrian script .. . doesn't do 
right by title star Angie Dickinson ... 
[a] grim hour."-Anthony La Camera, 
Boston Herald American. 

" ... scarcely distinctive crime stuff. 
A major weakness was that we learned 
almost nothing about the lady cop on 
whom we're supposed to center our in-
terest ... "-Percy Shain, Boston Globe. 

New Land (ABC, Saturday 8 p.m. NYTI 
•~of the various family dramas that 

have been launched in the wake of the 
immense success of The Waltons, none, 
it seems to me, has quite caught the 
flavor and spirit of the original as well 
:is ABC's The New Lund. The saga ... 
seems' to catch the rich, grainy earth-
iness of pioneer life, of clawing a living 
out of the hard land with the same ef-
fectiveness The Waltons mirror the De-
pression .... "--Cecil Smith, Los Angeles 

,Times. 
·•rn this season of warmth, a show like 

The New Land is so warm it carries the 
threat of first degree burns to any viewer 
sitting too close to the set. But, in the 
face of all these demerits, the program 
nevertheless stands a decent chance of 
becoming a highly commendable series. 
... The over-all effect is a pleasantly 
moralistic one that ought to appeal to 
parents who enjoy watching TV with 
their children."-Gary Deeb, Chicago 
Tribune. 

"There is the . same rural charm and 
simphcity of life in this series as there 
is in The W a/tons and viewers who revel 
in this kind of rustic escapism could be-
come devoted to it."- Jack .Anderson, 
Miami Herald. 

·• ... warm, gentle and totally inoffen-
sive . . . the first episode is directed 
effectively."-John J. O'Connor, New 
York Times. 

". . . • another in the series of warm 
simple family dramas .... The people 
... are quite appealing. Whether they 
can sustain that appeal ... is a question." 
- Val Adam~, New York Daily News. 

Friends and Lovers 
(CBS, Saturday 8 p.m. NYT) 

"Still such a hefty cut above most of 
the rest of the pestilent rubbish spewed 
out by the networks for the new season 
that there is a great temptation to over-
praise it ... [it bas] wit, humanity, a 
gentle touch and a genius for casting 
chemistry."-Dick Adler, Los Angeles 
Times. 

"The cast is all quite competent, but 
not sufficiently winning in the first epi-
sode to assure that the series will be a 

winner."-Val Adams, New York Daily 
N ews. 

'The opener is surprisingly flat. . . . 
It's not dreadful. It just Jacks style. It 
could be that Mr. Sand is underplaying 
some scenes to the point of invisibility. 
It could be that he's getting a touch too 
old for boyishness, complete with Harpe 
Marx curls.' "-John J. O'Connor, New 
York Times. 

" ... a downright disappointment. The 
formula is so hackneyed."-Anthony La 
Camera, Boston Herald American. 

" ... mundane and average, with few 
laughs. I have hopes that things will get 
better."-Percy Shain, Boston Globe. 

GAO hits funding-,f-
of PBS series 
as political ploy 
White House, HEW pressures cited 
as forces behind $5.9 million 
for children's Spanish-language series 

The Public Broadcasti~Service today 
(Monday) begins distributing to its mem-
ber stations a bilingual, bicultural educa-
tional television series, Villa AlleRre1 for 
children of Latin origm. I he cultural 
and artistic judgments on the daily half-
hour show are not yet in. But the General 
Accounting Office has already issued a 
criteria of the matter in which the Office 
of Education provided the federal funds 
needed to make the 65 segments possible. 

GAO questions the basis of an original 
grant to Bilingual Children's Television 
Inc., Oakland, Calif., totaling almost $2.4 
million, on legal and managem.ent 
grounds. All told, some $5.9 million -was 
funneled to the production unit through 
the Berkeley (Calif.) Unified School Dis-
trict. 

And, in citing evidence of interest in 
the project on the part of White House 
and top Department of Health , Educa-
tion and Welfare officials, GAO raises a 
question as to whether political consid-
erations were involved in the decision to 
provide the necessary funding. _The de-
cision was reached in the spring of 1972, 
when the administration Was gearing up 
for the presidential election. 

The GAO, which made an examination 
of the grants at the request of Represen-
tative Edith Green (D-Ore.), included in 
its report passages from two letters indi-
cating high-level interest:· 

One was written on March 31, 1972, 
to then-presidential aide Charles W. Col-
son by ~tanley J. Pottinger, at the time 
HEW's civil rights chief and now head of 
the Justice Department's civil rights divi-
sion. "The proposal has gained an ex-
cellent amount of support from a wide 
variety of Spanish-speaking and Anglo 
groups," he wrote, adding: "Oval office 
exposure would be a good move." He 
atlached a list of "prominent Spanish-
speaking persons and others who might 
attend an announcement ceremony." 

The other letter was written a day 
earlier from Dr. Donald Davies, then as-
sociate education commissioner, to the 

-~..........----

Office of Education's then-deputy com-
missioner for planning, evaluation and 
management, Dr. John R. Ottina. "Due 
to the unusual interest" of the White 
House; the then-HEW secretary, Ell iot 
Richardson, and the then-commissioner 
of education, Sidney P. Marland, he 
wrote: "Please . : . ask [the Contracts and 
Grants Division] to give this grant first 
priority. It is important that the !TI0ney 
flow before outside pressure builds.'' 

GAO said the Office of Education con-
sidered and then was forced for various 
reasons to reject at least two possible 
sources of funds for the BC/TV project 
before settling on Title VII of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act. 
But GAO suggested, that source was not 
appropriate. It said that Title VII requires 
that grant funds be used only to assist 
children within a school district; the BC/ 
TV project, on the other hand, was for 
the development of a series aimed at a 
nationwide audience of children. Further-
more, GAO said, the Office of Educa-
tion did not follow sound management 
practice in considering only BC/ TV as 
the prospective contractor "without evi-
dence that a sole source procurement was 
necessary." 

HEW made its own audit of the ac-
tivities carried out under the first grant, 
and was critical of BC/TV's operations. 
And Office of Education officials opposed 
further funding. Nevertheless, an addi-
tional grant, of $3.5 million, was award-
ed in 1973 at the insistence of Dr. Ot-
tine, then commissioner of educaiion-
designate. Dr. Ottina noted that, in com-
petition with some 50 other applications 
for fu·ods, BC/TV's was considered by 
panel of experts as secon(i best among 
them. The money came from the Emer-
gency School Aid Act. 

However, the Office of Education is 
no longer funding the BC/TV project. A 
request for additional funds was turned 
down earlier this year. .. fO~o ". ( 

TV may have to c ! 
non-English subt 
Murphy bill would make it . -ndator 
for stations with certain percen 
of foreign-speaking viewers 
A bill to require TV stations in markets 
containing a minimum of 5 % non-Eng-
lish speaking viewers to broadcast at least 
one hour of translated subtitles daily has 
been introduced in the House by Rep-
resentative John M. Murphy (D-N.Y.). • 

An amendment to the Communications 
Act, the bill would require broadcasters 
to determine the percentage of their non-
English speaking viewers as part of their 
ongoing ascertainment of community 
needs and interests. • If at least 5 % of 
the residents speak languages other ·than 
English, the station would have to sup-
title at least an hour or up to 50% of 
its local programing daily depending 011 
the total of non-English-speaking resi-
dents. The · bill specifies that subtitles 
would be used on local news, public af-
fairs and children's programs. If more 
than one language group qualifiei; for the 
minimum o:1e hour the subtitled programs 
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