
The original documents are located in Box 6, folder “1975/05/29 - Crystal City” of the 
Fernando E.C. De Baca Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



j 



'J ril 24, 1975 

, 
Pear Mr. Ca.ntu: 

Tha.'\l: you for your fo. rr,1al in ri t~ion to 
event in C11rstal Cit,y on Mav ~, 197S~ 
honored to accept yo~r invitation to b 
for ~'to evening. 

t.'le historical 
I am indeed 
t.~e main speak r 

Th ou.tl.ine of the program in yo·ur lott r of 1.Jarch 14. 
is certainly ono of great promise of a marveloua event 
for Cry tal City citizens and fortun t& visitors, and 
l ml hap y that I sh.:~ll 1.,e a nart.icipant. 

L:1t me hear from you as to :tour idfJ fJ of a specific 
opic, what t~e i ... o be allo11ed for my a eclu and I 
; ould be grat<::ful to have wha.tav .r !>ackground material 

on Crystal i..ity you tl:ink ttill be helpful to ne. 

Sinccrmncnta, 

Fernan.don. c. Oo nactt 
Special Assistant to the Pre ident 

vrz,, - j 
?-!af. Jw..ancio L. Cantti 
..Suneri.ntendent of Scliools 
Cryst l City In.dependent School 

District 
SOS East Crnckett Streat 
Crystal City, Texa 798 9 

mmd:d:4/24/75 



5/28-30 

5-30-6/1 

6/2-6/3 

6/4 

6/5-6/6 

6/9 

Crystal City 

J 

El Paso and Las Cruces, N. M. 

Comp time 

Albuquerque Commencement Address 

Comp time 

return Washington, D. C. 



June 23, 1!175 

Dear Hr. Cantu: 
Allow me to take th1s opportunity to ag4in 

• expres• my regrets for not beina a.hlo to 
att nd your t'.I.OSt o.or..orabla graduation 
ceremonies. 
GilbGrt Cha.vez ,,,as so enthusiastic a11d 
excited about the work now going on in 
Cryatal City th.at he insieted ·that! 
acconr,t>any him on a return visit to your area 
in the early Pall. 

I look forward to visiting with you and our 
colleagues and vill contact you as tl1e ti'me 
draws nearer for our visit .. 

con todo rospeto, 

Fernando E. c .. oe Baca 
Spacial Aasistant to the President 

j 
Dr. Amancio L. Cantu 
Superintendent of Schools 
Crystal City Independent 

School District 
East crockett Stroot 
Crystal City, ?exas 78839 

FECDeB:mmd:6/23/75 
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MR. AMA»CIO cANTU 
SUPERINTE:RDEN'l' OF SCHOOLS 

\. 
< 

\ I •• • •• 

May 22, 1975 

CRYSTAL CITY IUDBPBHDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
805 EAST CROCBTT STR.P!ET' 
CRYSTAL CITY~ TEXAS 78839 
~ELEPHORE1 (512) 374-2353 

DP.AR MR. CANTU: 

DUE TO UNFORESEEN CIRCOMS'IANCES, I RPmlET fl!AT I WILL NOT 
BE ABLE TO JOIR YOU AS l HAI> HOPED ON MAY 2 9'm FOR THE 
CRYS'.IN, CITY' GRADUA TIOH CBRBMONIES. 

fflE PRESIDENT BAS .RBQUBS'l'ED 'l'BAT l ACCatPltNY HIM ON BIS 
VISIT 11'0 SPAIB AND TBi'T I ASSIST HIM Wl'm 'l'HE PREPARA'l'lONS 
FOR '.tHIS HISTORIC VISIT LATER fflIS MONTH. 

I ~VE ASI<3D GILBERT CHAVEZ OF m£ U.S. OF.FICE OF EDUCATION 
TO CONTACT YOU ABOUT 'mE POSSIBILITY' OP BAVI!JJ HIM GO IN 
MY STFAD. I ASSURE YOU mAT UPON MY RETURN I WILL CONTACT 
YOU TO ARRANGB FOR A VISIT TO CRYS'ffl.L Clff A.ND WOOLl') WELCOME 
THE OPPOR'l'UNITY TO MEE'!' WITH MEMBERS OF THE CC>fMUNITY AND 
YOUR STAFF. 

PLEASE CONVEY' MY CONGRATUIATIONS '1'0 !°ACH OF YOUR DESERVING 
GRADUATES AND EXTEND THB PRBSIDE.NT•s BES'I' WISHES FOR A 
RICH AND ~RDING FUTtlRE. PARA TOOOS UN FtmR'.t'E ABM.ZO. 

SINCERAMEliTE, 

FERNANOO £ .. c. DE BACA 
SPECIAL ASSIS~T TO TBE ·PRESIDml!' 

F. De Baca 
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• Clrrpstal Citp Jnbrptnbrnt i'Pcbnol 1Sistrict 7 

PHONES: 374-3329 - 374-3616 805 EAST CROCKETT STREET 

CRYSTAL CITY, TEXAS 78839 

March 14, 1975 

• ial Assistant to the President 
United States 

, 1975 will be a very special day in Crystal City. At eight o'clock 
ening five different groups of people will be involved in a very 

u 1que but historic and symbolic graduation ceremony. A little over one 
hundred (100) high school seniors will receive their diplomas, a group 
of adult members of the community (perhaps the seniors' older brothers, 
sisters, parents or relatives) will receive their G. E. D. (General Equiv-
alency Diplomas), approximately twenty-nine (29) participants of our 
C. 0. P. (Career Opportunities Program) will receive their Bachelor of 
Arts or Science degrees, approximately thirty-five (35) participants of 
our Urban/Rural Program will receive Master of Arts degrees, and seven-
teen (17) Chicano Carnegie Administrative Internship Program participants 
will receiye their Master of Arts degree certified in public school admin-
istration Jsuperintendent1 s certificate). 

This historical event will feature mariachis music instead of the tradi-
tional and school band and stage band music. A group from Stanford 
University has expressed a deep interest in filming the event to be included 
in a documentary they are doing on Cristal. 

We are inviting two or three local, state, and out-of-state speakers to 
address the groups. However, we want our main speaker for the evening 
to be a Chicano who is occupying the highest post in our government. I 
am, therefore, asking you to be that main speaker. It would indeed be a 
great honor to our community if you should decide to accept our invitation. 

Please write or call me at 512/374-2353 to let me know. 

Sinceramente, 

(},,-w )f.~ 
Amancio L. Cantu 
Superintendent of Schools 

ALC:ag 



r;stin.od Guests and Participants 
of Crystal City's ffistori.c an,~1 
Symbolic Ceremon-1 of 4ay 30, l.975: 

Since I rnceiv'oo ~,r,·,i·u~·int.enclent i\!""...acio L. Cantu• a 
invitction of Ma.rohul 1 1975 to he your'main &!)eaker, 
I h:vl been looking forward with a great deal of. prido 
and pleasure to thls occagion. I enjoJted this fine 
fneling J?Ot quite a weak whe11. I learned that. it was 
going t.o be impossihlG for me to join you because the 
Presidrutt requostecl that I accompany him on a trip out 
of the country at this partict.lar time. I then sent a. 
telegram to Mr., Cantu suqges ting that nr. Gilbert Chavez 
of the u. s. Office of F,ducntion att~nd this historic 
crystal City graduation cerev..ony in my stead. 

nd now it has come to nass that Gilbert ia indeed t.'u,re 
not only as n, replao~nt hut in his first significant 
appearance ns the newly elc-eted National President of 
IMl',-G'E~ 

And he brings to each of you for work well done, being 
recogni~ed offioially and wonderfully tonight, my warmest 
congratulations, and frcm the President of tha United States 
his vsry bnst wishes for a rich and rcwardin~ future .. 

Sincerely, 

j 
Fernando E .. c. ne Baca 

Special l\ssistant to the Prosident 

Crystal City In~ eper:·dent 
School District 

805 East Crockett Str~ot 
Cryst.....,,l Ci~J, 'l'exas 78339 

mmd:d:5/28/75 




