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UNITED STATES COMMiSSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

Nay 7, 1975 

Mr. John A. Kintzele 
Attorney at Law 
1321 Delaware 
Denver, Colorado 80204 

Dear Mr. Kintzele: 

I am enclosing a copy of our recently released report entitled, 
The Voting Rights Act: Ten Years After in which we examine the 
effectiveness of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 in jurisdictions 
covered by its special provisions. You will note that Colorado 
is not among the states covered by the act and thus was not 
treated in the report. We, however, are undertaking a national 
political participatiO'rl. study which will focus, among other 
things, on jurisdictions not covered by the present act and 
our earlier report . 

. Neither my staff nor I have been able to find reference to a 
report dealing with discrimination against Chicanos in the 
olitical rocess in Colorado. If you are able to locate such 

a report through other sources, we would appreciate very much 
your adyising us of its title and who produced it so that we 
might c-0nsider it in our current study. 

If we can be of further assistance to you, please do not hesitate 
to cal/lorr- me. ·- I .,,- I 

,r--,<}{1;~1 re Y' ; 
/ / " , .J_/ .'' 
: ;·~ -\~ -/(~--\ \ (( GJ \ ( \'-QL_ 

~~ofr~ NUNE~ _ 
Dephty Staff D~ector 

Enclosure 

bee: Mr. Fernando E. C, de 



FBI Probing Texas Beating 
Of Chjcano Rights Witness 

. By Tom Curtis . on Constitutional Rights on the bar had been staked out 
si,ee1a1 to The waahinstoa Pott April 26. by Undercover agents because 

• HOUSTON-The Fl:U is in- Rodriguez, ·'who is Frio of r~port~ it was . "f~e<:'uente~ j 
f ti h g th t T as County chairman of the Raza by mtox1cated mdiv1duals. I 

v_es iga ng c ar" es a ex Unida (United Race) political Knowles said Rodriguez was '. 
liq~or control a.,ents and_sta_te party, said he went to a local ~rrest_ed because _he be;,ame jl 

police severely beat a Chi~ano bar on the night of June 20 to ' abusive and bellig~
1
rent af. 

activist who had testified persuade other persons to ter he att~mpted to coax one 
tw. o b f ,.,,. s·onal meet with the Justice Depart- of the prisoners to leave the 1c~ e ore cona.es I hi ,.,,. h d t · d · . . . ment the following morning. ve ci~ e was e ame rn. 
comIIDttees m ravor of extend- . Knowles said tnat a . Frio ' 
ing the 1964 Voting Rights Act ¢ibo~t /l:30g· Pt:·•· Rod~~u~~ County sheriff's dispatcher • 
to embrace Mexican-Ameri- sai ' s a al ed~ arret s f hi. • and a citizen said that after persons, me u mg wo o s . - . 
cans. . . • companions, for drunkenness. Rodnguez was booked, he did 

_The J_us~1ce_" .J?epartment He said one of his companions not appear to have been 
said the mvesti.,ation was re- had driven him to the bar, and abused. • 
quested by . thre~- attorn~ys that after the companion was Rodriguez said all of the 
fro1:1 the _v~tmg_ rights s_e~ti:00 placed in a patrol car, he ap. persons arrested including 
of its. C1vll_ R~hts D1v1S1on preached it. to · ask for his himself had had several beers 
who interviewed the man friend's car keys. Rodriguez but he denied that any were 
hours before he wa~ allegedly said . he doesn't remember drunk. MALDEF legal aide 
beaten. . what happened next because. Betello said Rodriguez was 1 Subsequently, Fernando De- he was unconscious or semi• hospitalized early Saturday I 
Baca, special assistant to Presi- conscious. (June 21) after his lawyers de- ' 
dent Ford for Hispanic affairs, Jesse Roy Betello, a legal in• manded .his .release to a h9st- ! 
asked Attorney General Ed- tern for: the Mexican-Amen- pital because Rodriguez was 
ward H. Levi to give special can Legal Defense and Educa- bleeding profusely and vomit-
attention to the incident. De- tion FUnd in San Antonio, said ing blood. • • 
Baca said in-a memorandum to he has affidavits from eight. Rodriguez was taken to a 
Levi that Modesto Rodrigu_ez witnesses who said that with- hospital in billy, about 16 
of Pearsall. Tex._, a heavily out provocation, Rodriguez miles souUi of Pearsall, be. 
Chicano commumty of !5,600 was struck on the head with a cause Pearsall doctors decline 
persons, "was - ·reportedly six-battery flashlight by an to treat members of the Raza 
beaten by agents !)f the state ABC agent and was beaten by Unida party, Betello said. 
Alcoholic Beverage Commis- other officers. Rodrieuez then was flown 
sion and Department of Public In reports to Texas Gov. by helkopter to Methodist 
Safety" on June 20. Dolph Briscoe; the ABC and Hospital in San Antonio. 

:Rodriguez, 33, testified: of the . DPS . said their agents hospital spokesman said he ar-
discrimination against Mexi- used necessary force to arrest rived at ·4 a .m. Saturday and 
can-American voters before Rodriguez and that the agents remained in surgical intensive 
the House Judiciary Subcom- didn't know him or of his care for 29 hours. He was re- • 
mittee on Civil Rights and charges of voting irregulari- leased the following Tuesday. 1 
Constitutional Rights on ties in Frio County. Rodriguez said he has lost the 
March 13 and before the Sen- Henry C. Knowles, assistant hearing in his left ·ear as a re. 
ate Judiciary Subcommittee administrator of the ABC, laid suit of the incident. 

THE WASHINGTO~ POST July 5, 1975 
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of Pearsall, Tex._, a heavily out provocation, Rodriguez miles soutli of Pearsall, be. 
Chicano community of 5,600 was struck·on the bead with a cause Pearsall doctors decline 
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Alcoholic Beverage Commis- other officers. Rodri"uez then was flown 
sion and Department of Public In reports to ·Texas Gov. by hel~opter to Methodist 
Safety'' on June 20. Dolph Briscoe; the ABC and Hospital in San Antonio. 

Rodriguez, 33, testified of the ._ DPS said their agents hospital spokesman said he ar-
discrimination against Mexi- used necessary force to arrest rived at ·4 a.m. Saturday and 
can-American voters before Rodriguez and that the agents remained in surgical intensive , 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 3, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES M. CANNON 

FRO.M: FERNANDO E. C. DE BACA 

As you know, the Voting Rights Act (VRA) is due to 
expire in August 1975 unless extended by the Congress. 

Since late last year Spanish speaking groups have been 
working to expand coverage of the VRA to areas with 
high concentrations of Spanish speaking Americans. 
Specifically, these groups have been seeking geographic 
expansion of Section 5 of the Act to the Southwest. 
Section 5, you will recall, is the preclearance 
provision that requires jurisdictions subject to the 
Act to preclear any changes in voting or election laws 
with the U.S. Attorney General prior to implementing 
such changes. 

·• In the early part of 197 5, various Members of Congress, 
including Roybal, Badillo and Jordan, introduced 
separate bill~ designed to expand Section 5 coverage to 
Spanish speaiing citizens. While these bills shared the 
same goal, the amendments themselves were technically 
different. 

After extensive hearings in the House Subcommittee on 
Civil and Constitutional Rights, Roybal, Badillo and 
Jordan worked out a compromise bill (H.R. 6219) that 
eventually evolved as the prime bill currently under 
consideration by the Congress. Following extensive 
debate on the measure and repeated attempts to amend 
*Title II of the bill, the House on June 4, 1975 
overwhelmingly passed H.R. 6219 with the Hispanic 
provisions basically intact. The firial vote was 341 to 
70 (which followed a full House Judiciary Committee vote 
27-7 in favor). 



2. 

I believe the time has come for the President to make 
his position clear on this bill. The Senate is due to 
consider the bill following the current recess on or 
about July 14, 1975. The Conservative opposition 
expected to develop to the bill has not materialized 
and the Senate, according to various reliable sources on 
Capitol Hill, is expected to pass H.R. 6219 without major 
modification. Key Black and Hispanic groups have 
expressed support of the bill and query this office daily 
as to the Administration's position on the bill. 

Could I please have your guidance? 

(*Title II [the Hispanic amendments] of the bill 
introduces a new concept--language minorities--into 
the VRA. The bill also adds to the definition of 
utest or device" by saying that an election held only 
in English in areas with 5% or more language minorities 
is a "test or device." 

Language minorities include Spanish heritage, Asian 
Americans, Alaskan Natives, and American Indians. This 
provision plus the new provision dealing with test or 
device have thp effect of expanding Section 5 coverage 
to the Southwest, particularly Texas.) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I N GTON 

June 23r 1975 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

I have just been informed of a potentially explosive 
situation in Pearsall, Texas, that would appear to warrant 
further inquiry on the part of the Department of ·Justice. 

On Friday, June 20, 1975, during the early evening hours, 
Mr. Modesto Rodriguez was reportedly beaten by agents 
of the Texas State Alcohol Beverage Control Division and 
the Texas Department of Public Safety. 

Representatives of the Civil Rights Division of the 
Department of Justice had reportedly been interviewing 
Mr. Rodriguez earlier in the day regarding his recent 
testimony befor~ House and Senate sub-committees on the 
Votir::g Ri gh ts Bjl1 . i½r. Rodgi~uez had r e po r ted l y been 
l ining up additional witness e s for the Department of 
Justice and had retired to a local bar with two of the 
potential witnesses at the close of day. 

Two state highway patrolmen and one or more ABC agents 
allegedly approached Mr. Rodriguez and a scuffle ensued. 
Mr. Rodriguez was reportedly beaten to the point of near 
unconsciousness and charged with disorderly conduct. He 
claims he v'as II f r a,-r.ed" by Texas s t ate law enforcement 
authorities in an attempt to discredit his testimony 
before the Congress a nd to dissuade h im from assisting 
Justice Department o f ficials. 



2 . 

Hispanic organization leaders are extremely troubled 
by this incident and have indicated that they plan to 
request a Congressional investigation of the incident 
and on-site Congress ional hearings if the matter is not 
resolved through an investigation of the facts surrounding 
this unfortunate occurrence. They feel that the beating 
may be directly related to Mr. Rodriguez' active support 
of the Voting Rights Bill and his open cooperation with 
Justice Department officials. 

I would welcome your review of this matter and any 
follow-up action you deem appropriate. 

If you would like to have more information, please call 
me at 456-6219. 

I 
l 

Fernando E. C. De Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 

on Hispanic Affairs 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE WHI TE HOUSE 

WASH ING TON 

June 23, 1975 
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I have just been informed of a potentially explosive 
situation in Pearsall, Texas, that would appear to warrant 
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2. 

Hispanic organization leaders a re extr~~ely trouble d 
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June 23, 1975 

I havo just been informoo of a potentially explosive 
situation in Pearsall, ~oxas, that would appear to warrant 
further inquiry on the part of t.~a Oepartment of Justice. 

On Friday, .run~ 20, 1975, during tha early evening hours, 
Hr. ?!odesto Rodriguez waa repartedly beaten by agents 
of the Texas State Alcohol Beverage Control Division and 
the Texas Department of Publ.ic Safet. ,. 

Representatives of the Civil Rig!1ts Division of the 
DepartJnent of Justice had reportedly hee1 interviewing 
Mr. Rodrigu~.s earlier in the day regarding is recent 
testimony before House and Senate sub-committees on the 
Voting Rights Bill. r'!r. .odgit;1uez had reportedly been 

·• lining up additiorlal witr..esaes for the Department of 
Justice and had rdtired to a local har with two of the 
potential witnesses at the eloaa of day. 

Two state highway patrolmen and one or more A..~ agents 
allegedly approached Mr. Rodriguez and a scuffle ensued. 
Mr. Rodriguez was reportedly beaten to the ?Oint of near 
unconsciousness and charged with disorderly conduct. He 
claims he was "framed• hy Te.xas at.ate law enforcement 
authorities in an attc."npt to discredit his testimony 
before th.'-3 congress nd to dissuade hi.--n from assisting 
Justice Department officials. 
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2 .. .. 
liisr,anic organi2a.tion leaders are extremely troubled 
by t is incident. ant\ have indicated .~"tat -'they }'.t'lan to 
request n. Congressional investig1t.tion of the' ineidant 
and on-aite congressional hearings if the natter iG not 
resolved through an inves:tigation of thkt facts surrounding 
this unfortunate occurrence. ':hey feel that. the Beating 
may e directly related to Mr. odriguez 1 act'lve support 
of the 1;"ot1ug Rights Bill and his open. cooperation with 
Justice Department officials. ,...,,, 
I would welcome your revi w of this matter and any 
follow-up action yo~ Je.crn appropriate. 

If you would like to havo more infoi:mation, please call 
;•e et 456-6219 .. 

J 

J¢¢1// 
FECDeB:mmd:6/23/75 

FernL"ldO l?.. C. Oc Baca 
Special Aasistant to t.~e President 

01. Hispanic Affairs 

BCC: The Honorable J. Stanley Pottinger, Assistant 
Attorney General: Mr. Gilbert Pompa, Associate 
Director Connnunity Relations U~t/Services, Mr. 
~en Rn1mAn_ nirP~tor Communitv Relations Services 
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June 9, 1975 

MEMO TO: 

FROM: 

Fernando E. f· de Baca 
I\\ 'tl\,~ C. •'--A1 Perezfj___,\ ~, 

SUBJECT: Voting Rights Act (VRA) 

This memorandum is written pursuant to our discussion in Kansas 
City, Missouri, concerning the Administration's position on the VRfo.. 

As stated in my previous memorandum to you, the VRA was enacted 
in 1965 and extended in 1970 with amendments. The VRA will expire 
in August, 1975, unless it is extended. 

Since late last year Chicano groups have been working to expand 
coverage of the VRA to areas with high concentrations of Mexican 
Americans. Specifically, we wanted Section 5 of the VRA to be ex-
panded to the Southwest; Section 5 is the preclearance provision which 
means that a jurisdiction (county or state) subject to Section 5 must 
preclear any change in its voting or election laws with the U.S. 
Attor~ey General before the change can be implemented. 

The way to expand Section 5 coverage is to amend Section 4; Section 
4 acts like a triggering device that triggers Section 5 coverage in 
jurisdictions meeting certain criteria. Consequently, all amendments 
~ropos:d to :x~and ,Sec1,on 5 ~overage_really do not amend Section 5 but 
J..nstea.u. aillcnu. ~2c-cic;~ ,- v-.r- v1::r;.c.::· ~~~:....:..~1~::..:; ..:..~ 0::.::, :::._:-:. tl-!i:: ·::::::.y t~2t 
coverage of Section 5 can be obtained. 

In the early part of 1975, various congresspersons--Roybal, Badillo, 
Jordan introduced separate bills designed to expand Section 5 coverage 
to Chicanos by amending Section 4. W~ile the goal of the bills was the 
same, the amendments were technically different. 
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After long hearings in the House Subconnnittee on Civil and 
Constitutional Rights, Roybal, Badillo and Jordar- worked out a compromise 
bill (H.R. 6219) that became the prime bill and that is presently being 
considered by the Congress. The full Judiciary Committee vote was 27-7 
in favor. 

Title II (the Chicano amendments) of the bill introduces a new 
concept - language minorities - into the VRA. The bill also adds to 
the definition of "test or device" by saying that an election held only 
in English in areas with 5% or more language minorities is a "test or 
device". 

Language minorities include Spanish heritage, Asian Americans, Alaskan 
Natives, and American Indians. This provision plus the new provision 
dealing with test or device have the effect of expanding Section 5 coverage 
to the Southwest, particularly Texas. 

The House had debate and proposed amendments to HR 6219 on June 
2, 3, 4, 1975. Most of the amendments dealt with Title II of the bill, 
the Chicano amendments. On June 4, 1975, the House passed R.R . 6219 
with the Chicano provisions basically intact . The final vote was 341 to 
70. 

j 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Fernando C. De Baca 

FROM: Manny Fierro 

RE: New Bill on Voting Rights Act 

As per our discussion, I am enclosing a copy of the 
bill introduced by Congressmen Badillo, Roybal, and Jordon 
yesterday. As y ou can see, this bill is supported by us 
also. Our plan is to go to the Sub-Committee mark-up 
session with a clean bill that has the support of as many 
groups as possible. 

I've also talked to Pottinger and Lansburg at the Dept. 
of Justice asking for their assistance in getting Justice 
endorsement and support. As I mentioned to you, in my meeting 
with Seijator Tower, he was extremely supportive of expanded 
coverag~ to the Southwest, and possibly co-sponsoring similar 
legislation in the Senate. 

Now, we need your help in getting the President to 
support the expanded coverage and hopefully endorse this 
proposal. 

Ayuda nos, viejo, con esto, 

Sinceramente, 

/fl~,._------1-.._ 
Manny ij ' 

"A CITIZENS' LOBBY FOR THE SPANISH SPEAKING ............. AT THE NATION'S CAPITAL" 
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Congressional Repoi•t '-,, 

2d Crucial Vote Due on VOtiii~(,~ct j 
1 

The Senate is to take its sec- husband's rank at time of the House bill, although exact ten~ed ,to prevent :supersonic 
ond crucial vote today on the death. !figures were. not available. _ tra11spo_rt j ~ts from landing -~t 

• 10-year extension and expan- The veteran's rate is based ' The comm1t'.ee added $7o ??mestic airports by_ prohw-
• • h t f a· b'l't million to provide loans of up 1tmg any ouilays,for- a1r traffi c sion of the 1965 Votrng Rig ts on perce~ ag~ 0 

0 
isa i i Y to $250 a month to unemployed control of such planes. Spo:1-

Act-a debate-limiting cloture and on anatomical lo~s. hom2owners who have re- sors vowed to reintroduce the 
motion mtended to block any The compromise also would ceived foreclosure notices. amendment in the full Senate. 
possibility• that a filibuster increase from $150 to $175 the The committee also included In clearing the $11 biilion 
could forestall final passage. annual clothing allowan~e. ~or $5 billion in lending authority Agriculture Department ary-
Sixty votes are needed to in- a veteran whose artificial under the new mortgage pur- propriation, the committee 
vokc cloture. limbs tend to wear out or tear chase program, enacted l:lst voted to kiil a House-apprrJ\ eu 

After cloture, each senator apparel. month, and added $50 million restriction on the $3 miWon 
can speak for one hour only, chairman Vance Hartke (D- for housing rehabilitation federal grant to Cotton, Ir.c , 
and may offer . germane Ind.) of the Senate Veterans' loans. a private cotton promotion and. 
amendments during his allot- Affairs Committee said the President Ford asked Con- research group that p;,ys i:s 
ted time. Floor manager John cost-of-living increases should gress yesterday to appropriate president $121.000 a year. 
V. Tunney (D-Calif.) probably substantially restore purch- $5 billion more to provi_de The House last week, in its 
will move to table and thus asing power lost as a re- HUD with "stand-by authority version of the Agriculture De-
kill them all. sult of inflation since the to make commitments to pur- partment's an nual spendir::; 

The one amendment given rates were last . adjusted in chase i:nortgages w,¾t'.1 }ow- bill, came within two votes c :. 
some chance of approval is a l\lay, 1974. mar½-et rnte~·~st rates if eco- killing the grant outright. 
proposal by Majority Whip nomic condit~ons warrant use then specified that it cou;d 
Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.) ex- 3 I\Ioney BHls of the ~~thonty." . not be made if the or;:;1111iz,.-
tending the 1965 act only unti.i Th cenat A) ro riations The Iransporta_t~on_ Depart: tion continued to pay any cn,-
1930, iHstead of 1985, but Clar- Comne·1·t"'tee eal'JJ1I·opvedp +Ju-ee Sm4eln0t's _11111_oney b~l, tils abtohuet ployee more than the $60.t.lG,j 

• • I t· d' , , , • m1 ion more ian . th S t f ., "··cultu··~ ence l\l1tchell, r l~g1s a ive l· House-passed mo n e Y bills House version. The Senate bill e ecre ary o .-,.,,11 '~ 
rec~or of t~1e NA.\.C:, said he funding the Department of includes $240 million for rail- gets. 
believe~ t,i~ 5-ycar amend- Housing and Urban I?evelop- road improvement and reha- The Senate committt'c. h 
ment will fail. ment, the Transportat10n De- bilitation and s2u million for approving its version of 

Yesterclay, the Senate ta- partrnent and the Agriculture the bailout of bankrupt rail- spending bill, voted to co~-
blecl, 59 to 34, an amendment Department for fiscal 1976. roads. tinue the $3 million rra,:· 
by William L. Scott (R-Va.) to The Senate version of the on a 7-to-6 vote, the 26- without the restriction. a co~,. 
delete from new language-mi- HUD~lappropriations bill will member committee killed a mittee staff member reporteu. 
nority protection a, small be s~bstantially higher than subcommittee amendment in- From stat! reports and news disDatcnd 
group of Indians in Charles 
City County, Va. He said their 
language is extinct. 

Tunne:l said spor:scrs ,Y:nt 
to defeat ali floor amenu-
ments and pass tile House-
passed measure unchanged so 
it can go straight to the White 
House without a conference. 

f, 

'* _.,.., .. ""1:~ 
• , • f, j 

.tc.'· . ...: 

~- 1 
·•· \. ·~ 

! 
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Gains 

ij 

By Spencer Rich ---,_,.,,.,,,.,,,.. panel in Washington deter- 1 them all. He sought to force"' 
washin;;to?J Post Staff Wrilrr . mines that_ the_ chaages won't/ vote by sending the .\€'.,_. 

In an overwhelming display reimpose d1scnm111atory prac- 1 Hampshire election ronie:,: 
of stl'ength, the bill extending tices. back to the state for a ne-;;, 
:tnd expanding the 1965 Voting The bill would also impose a election. but the Senate pc~:-
Rights Act for 10 more years permanent nationwide ban on poned that vote until Sept. :5 
won its fin,t key Senate tests literacy tests and other de- on a motion by Democra~:<: 
yesterday. • vices used in the past to disen- Whip Robert C. Byrd C). 

On a 72-to-19 roll-call vote," hanchise black voters, and \V.Va.), 44 to 41. The Sena:.:> 
the Senate brushed aside ob- would expand the Act's_ cover- also upheld Byrd, 61 to 31. ::-. 
jections from a handful of age to give special voting pro- his contention that Al,o:. 
Southerners and Rept:blicans tection to Mexican-Americans dirln't h,a, e the right at tL.-' 
and imposed clebate-nmiting and other language • groups time to file a cloture mot:c:. 
cloture on a move to take up ,/' • who may not be able to read of his own on the ::-.lew Ha:::;-
the bill. With 60 votes needed English. shire contest. Still latr·r. -~.n,,~ 
for cloture. supporters had a The chief complaint from fo-rcecl a vote on whether rr: es-
dozen votes lo spare. Southerners is that existing sages from the President E:u: 

Then, on a roll-call of 63 to legis lation makes it virtually be read aloud in full: the Se:·_. 
13, the Senate made the bill impossible for any of the ate ,otcd '87 to 0 !hat th-:c: 
its forn1al pendin~ business. seven Southern. states to get didn't. 
Supporters immecliat<!ly filed SEN. l\llKE l\JJ\NSFIELD out from under federal court On ycsterda:,,'s two kry 
a second cloture motion to . .. )lresscs enactment supervision before 1985, even , votrs, both .\Iar:dancl Sf.::--:--
forec a final vote on the bill· • if they can show that all · tors rnted for cioi ure and ,. 
itself. discriminalor_v practices have fa\·or of taking llP the 1>::. .. 

Yes~erday's margin fodi- 1 Soutb by· sinf(ling out seven been n:mo\·ed. ' Both Virginians rntcd ag3 iz:o:.. 
rates they have the votes 1,0 Southern states for coverage. ,\llen said iL would be fairer ' 
.thwart a potential filibus;c, 1 Tht: 1965 act was designed lo let any stale off the hook if 
led by Sen. James B . . \.11::!n i to protect the rights of South- , ii can show that in the 10 1 
(D-Ala.) and to clear the I em blacks to register and vote , years it has corrected all dis- ! 
House-passed measure for t11e ' in elections. It imposed fed- ' crimination. He also wants: 
President's signature before era I electoral supervision on I local courts 111 I.he South to , 
Congress gues home for its any state or countv where approve any changes in voting ! 
August recess .. Majority Lead- fewer than 50 per. ce~t of the i laws '.~stea~ 0£ the Att,orn_ey 
er i\I1!{e Mansfield (D-i\Iont.) I votmg age populatwn voled or1 General 01 U. S. D,strict 
,aid the Senate should stay i registered in the 196·1 presi- Court here. 
here until the bill is enacted. ! dential election and where lit- 1 S~µporters of the bill_ say 

Allen, W1Jllam L. Scott (R- 1 eracy tests and similar devices i contmuecl federal superv1s10n 
Va.), Harry F. Byrd Jr. (Ind.- lf'ere us_ecl to discriminate, is . needed, particularly in the 
'i'a.) and John C. Stennis (D-,against black voters. , cnt1cal post-census, reclrstnc-

1

1 

Miss} all protested that the , At that time , S th . ' tion after _ 1980. 1hey say 
d . . . . . seven ou e1 n , S th St I Id ti act 1scnmmates agamst the l states (and several counties : ou e:·n a es cou use 1e : 

-------'-,-------- · , . , ,. , , .- _ , - ". , n,reclrawmg of, congress10nal, e1sewue1e) c<1me ,ia.clc! ,h~ c1· t · t 1- t ,. · · • '1s nc mes o u1scnminace 
Cb.1. 11

<,l 1., S . I Act. and an average 29.3 per a"ai·ri,t lJla ,,. 5 U S 1 •• ,, . , 

'
•1ps OVl'·' '1S t f 11 k th .., · Cr,, - , - lollleS 1 < <:.- I cen o ,) ac s • ere were reg- _ I tl t , ·1 l ! I • t ' 

(} G 
• • 't . cl Tl ,··c, . ] , .• S10W 1a Wlll e J ac, reg1s ra- , 

11 Jl'<.Ull Pnces , is ere 
1
• _

5
~a
5
t c1_~ur e _1,1s srnce tion in the_ South has leaped 

1 nsen o ;, . per cem I • • ,. HO,\'G KONG. Julv 21-I'e- i • , _ . • . . . upwarc srnce the act was first / 
k 'rt" t d tt . d ti '-' . t 1 he present bill, contmumg· passed the "ii 6 per cent for . t,.,oayancKe ,1e0ov1e: r ·d, , ,· f " •th . • v. • u · f . f .,,· . . . . - . 1 e era, Supei \ ision °1 cm l votm,.,.•:i"e black persons is , 

mon or OlLil14 U!• gt'lll, until 1985 has two k' • · "'. "' · I prices on the internatir,nal I . . • . • . ,· cy istill well u1:der ~he 67.8 per 
·k t , featui cs. federal cxan,mcrs cent fi gure for eligible whiles 1 

m~1
1 c • l , and election observers mav be there . The bi "''cq •>ap is 1·n 1 
• n rccen years t,lf' Soviet • • • . ' '"" "" • 0 

• 
• 1 . • . , ' .. • . ; ,.,, , aripou!ted to help cleterm,nc' Allen's ow11 Alabanrn. where I 
Union ha- pu, cn:isec, la. "'c who are qualified \'Oler~ and I 30 t f th h't I t f .. · f . · _, ' . - . 1 per ren o e w 1 cs are 
:n.1o!rn s O gr am,- 01_c 1_~ ? up to ~ake sure t(1e1r rights registered and 57.1 per cent of ' 
1,1 ires on the rnte1 na, 1r,nal I arcn t tampered with: and the the blacks I 
market. Third Vlot•](l g;·ain-im- 1 state qrnnot C'hange its elcc- Althougi1 Allen knew the 
portmg counlr1h are the ones I tion laws uHl<'SS the u. s. Al- votes were heav ily a<>ainst 1 

who suffer~d mo~t." the Pe- ! torney General or a three- him, l1e offered st:veral delay- I 
kmg People's Daily s;:.id. 1 .i udgc lJ. S. District · Court ing 1110\'cs yc~terda.v--losing ] 

Sorensen Denies 
l(eunedys' Role 

United Press Internat1onaJ 
Theodore .J. Sorensen. i 

top aide to President Ke:> 
nedy, said yesterday Ker>-
nedy never know of. c."c· 
thorized or condoned a: , 
assassination plots agai.r.,: 
fo 1·eign leaders during r,.;: 
administration. 

, Sorensen. who served. 
special counsel to Kennec ,. 
was asked after testffyi :: : 
11nder oatl1 berore the S-,·-.· 
ate intelligence commi ':cc 
about aleg-ccl plots a::,,,' ,,-
Cuban Premier Fidel C, 
tro. but in an,wPr to q·;,, 
!ions includ ed thr assa~.;,. 
n:itions of Dominbrn f.,· 
f alor Rafael Tru iilk :, " 
South \' it•m;:,mese Pr., -
dent Ne:o Dil1h Diem. 

He said to his knowJe_: 
Robert F. Kennerly. A l· ·or-
ncy General during Su 
sen's time at th; \•t :·, 
House, could not have ht-,~ 
involved in any afsas.s1-.:. 
tion plots. 

l't 
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llu,na,i Rights and Votin8· Rig/its 
wlfEN THE . Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed 

in the wake of brutality against black civil rights 
workers in the Deep South, many Americans assumed 
there would never again be a time when U.S. citizens 
would be beaten by law enforcement officers for at-
tempting to exercise their .basic right to vote. The other 
day in the tiny town of Pearsall, Texas, that assump-
tion was proved wrong. Modesto Rodriquez, a young 
Mexican-American who had testified before Congress in 
support of extending the Voting Rights Act to his com-
munity, was beaten and arrested during a voting _drive. 
-: What happened to Mr. Rodriquez is part of a larger 

p~ttern that has been documented by the U.S. Civil 
Rjghts Commission and by the Mexican-American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund. It is a pattern that in-
cllfdes gerrymandering of voting districts to dilute the 
strength of the Hispanic community, the failure of vot-
ing registrars to enter the names of Hispanics in the 
voting books after they have attempted to register and 
the denial of access by Mexican-Americans to assist in 
overseeing registration and voting procedures. 

Because the same sort of practices had existed in the 
Deep South with respect to blacks before the passage of 
the voting rights act 10 years ago, leaders of the Mexi-
can-American communities of the Southwest urged the 
Congress to give them equal protections in the legis-
lation extending the Voting Rights law, which expires 
on; Aug. 1. The House overwhelmingly acquiesced. Its 
bill would provide federal registrars and federal obser-
vers. It would outlaw English-only elections and it would 
require the approval of the Attorney General or the 
U.S. District Court before voting procedures could be 
changed. These are the safeguards that helped blacks 
in the South· in their quest for political power. The re-
sults for them have been the election of two U.S. repre-
sentatives, scores of state representatives, mayors, city 
council members and school t oard members. 

All over the Southwest, Hispanic Americans seek the 
same opportunities. In the town of Pearsall, where Mr. 

Rodriquez was beaten by state law officers, for example, 
three quarters of the residents are l\'Iexican-Americans. 
Yet, political participation among them in Pearsall is 
virtually nil. They have yet to elect their first member 
to the city council, and they are unlikely to do so until 
their right to vote is guaranteed. 

The Senate now holds the key to that question, along 
with the larger question of the exte~sion for 10 years 
of the original Voting Rights Act and the ban for all 
time on literacy tests to determine who has the right to 
vote. Because the Senate has been preoccupied for the 
last several weeks with the New Hampshire election, 
the Voting Rights question has languished unattended 
since June, when the House passed its commendable 
version of the bill. Nine members of the Senate Judici-
ary Committee have petitioned their chairman, James 
0 . Eastland of Mississippi, to permit them to go ahead 
and report a Senate biII to the floor. Sen. Eastland, hos-
pitalized with a rib injury sustained in a recent fall, has 
not responded. The hope among some of the Judiciary 
Committee members had been that they would be able 
to report a bill out by the end of this week. 

There is an alternative, if Sen. Eastland, no friend of 
the Voting Rights Act in any form, fails to respond to 
his colleagues. Since the House action on the bill, a copy 
has been at the Senate leadership desk. It could easily 
form the basis of a bill that could be enacted on the 
floor. If amendments are offered after passage, the dif-
ferences could be settled in conference. Naturally, it 
would be better for the Senate to draft its own bill. But 
the overriding concern should be for speedy action be-
fore the old Voting Rights Act expires Aug. 1. 'fhe 
'issues are fundamental. For the blacks in the southern 
states covered by the act, the act's need is still felt. And 
the continual harassment of Mexican-Americans, in 
Pearsall and many other places across the Southwest, 
makes it urgent that Congress also grant them the re-
lief that wiII make possible their full participation in 
the democratic process. 

rmcnitt
Text Box

rmcnitt
Text Box



THURSDAY~ MARCH 6, 1975 

Hispanics Backed 
On Voting Rights 

By L111nence .l\leyer 
u-·tu;hlni't.on Post• Staff Writ~r 

The Ford Administration, : Votin~ Rights· Ad shoufd be 
whicl1 has already submiHed a. e~panded to inelUde the Sp:in-
bill calling for a simple five-1i;h-spea.kiag. :·:,_ • ; 

• \, ·eai: exterisioti ofU1e i965Vot- ' c· • • ·• • ·t ..-roups rcpresen ing -Spa11-
ing Ri7hts AC't. .:.iilso· supports ish-speaking Amerlcans: c:in-
e~pans10_11 of th~ I~"· to d,eal (('nding -that in Texas and Cat 
with prp))l~ms o[ ~pa:jJ.,<;h- : ifornia especiallv thev li:in• 
~peaking: A~~ryeans, ~t>S.tmnt bE>en the target ~f voti~g d 1,. 
Attorney_ .PeAeral- .f., Sta1,1~y <Timinatio.11 pra<"tice~. an, 
Potting('r said yesterday. seekin\( to ·h:ne the Vn1in..: 

Pottini!N\.~pµearing befo,:c Highb .\d <•xpanded t() :.!iH• 
:i li<rnsc ~_:y sube-~m-~i\; \h_e~ ,the_p_rgtecti-~r! of federal 
teeri ag~~uesuonmg1 te~t,t..u-s . ,,-~.,.,,exam, ner,. 

. to_ hclµ • dratt a bUl dealing ; Thl!y also iv~'nt pre-c!eara1w,• 
, with problems of Spanish- ! of all state voting law chan!:('s 
,i;peaking persons in register- '. by either tht> Attornev Crn-
/ ing an~ voti,ng. . era! or the U.S. District Court 
: Pottinger s testimony was in Washington: 
1 hailed b:,- Manuel Fierro. pres-1 In his testimony. Potti 11 .:.,.-
i lden~ of t~e Natio_nal Congress: pointed out a number of prnlJ-
; of Hispamc-Amencan Citizens, : lems raised l>y two bill~ .11-
• who called i, a. ··s1gnific-ant: ready submitted attemptiru. : o 
, breakthrough" for· the 16 mil-- expand coverage of the l:iw. 
• lion Spanish-~peak.ing Amer; ' o,w bill, introduced b:v 1:l'~1s 
, cans . . . . . • i Edward R. Roybal (D-Cali r , 
'. Pt.)ttin;,;<"1: ~a-id«<aflJt' JCSl"1''~ Herman Badtlfo (~-\ L. 
oa}"s hearing that,.. the .draltiis dtrf'etly aimed lt "per,ons 
le~islation he would submit to :'cir Spanf'>h origins•.i and us,•, a 
th:- committee would 1,ol nee- differt-nt ··tricger'' formula 
essaril~· have the adrninj~t ra-. than· the present law to act i· 
tion's support. 'Td like to lo2k ,\·ate its rl'medies. 
upon it as assistance in draft- The other bill. sr,onMred h.v 
ing:· Pottinger said .. ··I don't rtep. Barbara Jordan flJ-"frx.1. 
know whether the administ..ra• is worded in such a way lhaL 
tion will support il or not." other ethni.c groU!>S. inciudin;; 
Pottinger said. howev!.'r, that French. Polish and Yiddi•h-
the administration- does-. sup. speaking per-sons. might he 
port the principle that the covered unintentionally. 

4S ht 
Sunday, ¾larch 9, 1975 

Vote Rights Expansion Faces Fight 
Dy Lawrence ).foyet· ' Carolina. Ill addition, seat- persons eligible ·ui vol e who, ant attorney general in clrnrge 1 the NAACP and a I ca ding 

,v.snim;ir,n Po,c Sta!! ·sriter I tered counties in five other are •·of any single mother, of the Civil Rights Dh•isior., j force behind all civil rights 
Ten vears after ihe "Bloody· states are covered. tongue other than 1-:nglish.'' i said after testifying befoi·e :i i acts passed in the last two dee 

Sunday" attack on chil rights The key provisions susp;;nd Both bills present a number! House Judiciary subrommit.-! ades, said in an interview las1 
marchers by state troopers in liter~~:,- t~sts or ,similar voter of significant problems, ae-; tee, '·I suspeet Cougress will i week that. he would support 
Selma, Ala .. galvanized efforts qual1f1catio11 deVJces, The law cnrding to :.idmini.stration om- i not pass a bill unless 1 hey! expansion of the law through 
ior tlw passage of the 1965 a~s~ authorizes fcdera~ suP_er- cials anc! con~ress~onaI aides l know :"hat it's going to do.'' ! a_ separate Htl? but not a re\'i-
Yoting Rights .\et, the issue is VlS!OD of :·ote:- r•~~•.St!'ah~n ','1h~) ~e famlll;;,r with the pro-!. Po~tmg~r. '.1lthough supp~1rt-1s1011_of the law itself. 
before Cong:·ess again. and new vunng Jaws _m certain 

I 
posals. . . _ . : mg t.ne principle. of e_xpandmg 1 . l\f1t:hcll and other black 

'l'h F d d • . • t · h _ states and counties-those! The Roybal-Bad1ilo b1lL ac-, the coverage to Sparush-speak- ; c1v1I n;;:hts leaders fear that 1J e or a m1ms-ra ,on a~ h rt t d • ' . • • • A. • d ! , tl I · th 1 · moved quietly in its. efforts to hw derbe a 1 eracf~I., etst or"' enc
1
e i ro:·drngh to t~cse • sources, : rn;,.h' : me

1
1t·1tcantsh. ,wa

1
rneJ. ti'. 1e

1

- :e dang~at!ghc m rtse 
1
awt· 1s r

1
e. 

" d th • • .,1 ; " . a een m e ec on :,ov. , i raises t c question 01 whether i su .comm . ee m t 1e us ce : vise . an... e cou . a er ru < 
\. "e. ac,, ~ : i .c_ ex~ires 1964. and . where l_ess than aO i ~on,gress c!n constitutionaily! DepartI?ent did not hav_e ~he! t~e Jaw u!lco~stiti.ttio_nal. the) 

c :· e t'; 1;'"u~t. ~l.t t imp:l tant per cent ot the votmg-age pop- ; single out oy namP- a si11gle, same kmd of documentation! will be lelt with nothmg. /,.i// s iemam O e .re· ulation was registered o.r less I g_roup of ~he po~ula!ion for _as-: to support s~1rh a chan~e as it / :l!anuel Fierro, president o: 
~() .. e '. than 50 per cent of those reg- s1stance m legislanon. As1de :hsd conce:mmg blacks m 1965: the National Conirress of His 

~uppoi:,ers of the law ap- istered had voted in the 1964 from the constitutional l when the original act was! p::wfo American Citizens, said 
pear con!1~ent that they have el~ction. problem, there is the policy ; passed. J ho-wever, ';All our effort$ an 
the votes ~n Congress to pass The act was designed to reg- question of whether' Cl)ngress : Pottini;er. who agreecl to I going to be rnncentrated 011 
t~: extension. !he threat of a ister black voters in areas of ought to single out any group i submit a draft bill 'deallngi revisionary language." l<'iern 
~ihbuster holding up passage the South where harassment, 1 by name. '. witp Spanish-speaking Ameri-l said there is "no justifiable rea 
in the Senate has receded intimidation and violence had ll The Jordan bill bv ttsiug : cans, ;;aid it wm be difficult to I son in our mind that there's ; 
with Friday's vote easing the prevented large numbers from , the "mohller tong,.1~;, for~ula, : devise a formula that ls both i need for a separate title." 
cl?ture rule. Sup~orters of th_e ·voting. !·avoids mentioning Spanish- / constitutional and effective. j _ Both Fierro and Mikhel 
bill appear confident th~t it Now groups representing speaking Americans but opens: Beyond technical and fac• i said that they preferred t< 
can pass tbe House. President the 16 million Spanish-speak- the possibility that French-,! tual problems, political prob-I stress the vi'ide area of agree 
F?rd already has announced ing Americans are demanding Polish- and Yiddish-speakinguems have arisen. Representa• ment they share raths>r lha1 
lus ;upport, that the l~w be expanded to Ame~·icans as \~ell ~s otherj tives of Spanish-speaking their differences. Ultimatl'l.1 

W h3:t is not settled, how- cover tb.e1r problems. espe ethnic groups w.111 he covered!groups want the law revised to Fierro s&id, "we will leave 1' 
~ver, is whether the :egi~- clally in Texas and California. unintentionally. j meet thelr demands. But Clar-- up to the commlttee to decid, 
hon Congress_ enacts will ~1m• Two bills already introduced J; Stanley Pottinger, assist·\ ence Mitchell, ehieflobbYistfor whatis the best appr-0ach." 
ply extend-for another five, in Congress ate aimed at the 1 • 

s~ven or 10 years-the p.rovi• Spanish-speaking. one bi !I l 
s1?ns of the present law or sponsored by Reps. E<lward R. ' 

•. will expand it to cover griev- Roybal (D-Calit) -4nd He.!'man 
ances. assert~ . by Spanish-- Badillo (D·l,'LY.), would e:q:and 
speakmg A~encans. the ccvera~e of the . present 

The Votmg Righf:s Act, law to per50ns of "Spa11ish ori-
passed in 1965 and renewed in gin.'' 
1970, concentrates on South A second bill sponsored by 
C~ro.lina, _Georgi~,. Alaba~a, Rep. Barbara J~rdan (D-Tex.), 
l\~1~s1sslpp1, Lou1S1ana, V1r- would expi,.nd coverage in cer-
g1ma ~nd 39 counties in North tain defined circumstances_ t_o 

rmcnitt
Text Box
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House of Representatives 

HOU. HERMAN iHD!LLO 
OF NLW lfO!IJI: 

!N THE ?::'.:OUS-E OP UI:;?REellJNTATlVES 
Z!ond1iy, April 14, 1975 

M:. BADILLO. ?.!r. Sper>l!:cr, there 
>:es b-llfn ;"l'Owinc r•.1i;,.c:•rt :or ";Atcml!on 
and exp• .:nslon o! ·.:ne Yct!nrr I~ignt-s Act 
to provl.::, 1>rotGCticn for the Opanish~ 
speaking citizena cf o·.n: cotmt:ry. I would 
like to m:tke Ul0 :onow,ng covet· letter, 
r~solutlon, and t~c.;rami: pa.rt of the 
publlo re.::ord. rr:~.e resolution he.a been 
unanimouslY • oc?pted by the Nn.Uonal 
Board ot 'J.'ruste:'.a of the National r.:on-
gress of H:spr.;,.:ifo t .-n;:,i-;:can Citizer..s, its 
membership, nnd tin, 05 r:,a.1·tlc!pe1ti11g 
national, State, 1.-.ru.1 loce,l Spanish-
speaking orgar.2za.i.lons. The te!egrarns 
·nere r,cnt to thci nationa! org...,nl;.,atlon's 
office it1 \7c.sl::lnrzton, D.C. r.nd copies 
were forwa.rc!ed t.o al! the memhars of 
the Judiciary';; But-;om,\Jttcc on Civil 
.:,.nd Cor.!ltitUtfo: o.l :Rlght:;. 

The :l!'ti:-?'"s fc,l:ow: j 
• N.1.-,.··~NAl, CoNo:;nr; (':J' K'!\PliNlC 

J\y,.,Et;,C'f.N CI'l"..ZENS , 
Kon. IiEl!MAN DAOlLI.o, 
Member, l:~:iut~ Cor.,1'l"tee o,i Cit·il anc, 

C<>n-'lHtutional :icc;,ht:J, U.S. H•)1lM! of 
.lkprcsentativc!s, Vl:Miiinr;ton D.O, 

Dr:t.!t M£. f:A!l:LLO: I V.-vUld lLe to aubmlt 
to you and t!,o ot,lCt' 14"n\Jetc. o1 tbe House 
Jud1ca.ey eu::>r, ,nm<tLM ,i. R::;o!utlo:i tho.t 
WM Ut1?1.nlmou.J:· i.1t' .. f tcd by the National 
Board of Truste0 & of tl. -i N:.tlonal C:m0 esn 
of H1span10 Amtricnn Clttzom It s m<>mber-
llhlp, L'lld t:1t1 96 p1i.rt1clpat1nG u11,t10~11l, 
atate 1111.d !ocnl Spnnish ~peaking orr;anlza• 
t10illY, 

Tllls. :Reoolut!on cuppo~tll the ,:xtenslon 
Md exprm11ton o! the Voting Rights Act. as 
proposed !n !I.E. Ml'i2, the bUl 1nt1·oduced 
by yourse!f and l;.epr~ce,'tat ves Edward 
:Roybal and Ms. Bar'cara Joi ,,.r n. 

Additionally, I h r.-v.i !nclud:ed in this CO!n• 
munl~atlon the numc,..,us tel~rums th11,t 
he.ve 1)311n reo,lvcd in O\l!' t'fllce tbat dem-
om,trate the ,;-.,e:-whelmin;;; i,;upport this 
meMtu-e (U.R. 65.12) hc.s rec~h•ed tn our 
community. 

For tllts Con~~,11 to !g;.ore the unanlmom; 
consent of our ccmrnunlt:, woulli l'e a sross 
deni11l of justtca. I ~lncorcly hope that tlie 
Subcommittee wm nl!Z,:rt tt:JP.!f to th'l' end 
ot crentlng co:r:ce real funda!r 3nt,nl and lnstl• 
tutional chcrnee for the benefit of our IHt• 
tlon's Sp~inh ill)ealdni;. 

SinC'~ramento, <· 
?.-fANO!;;i. D. FUARO, 

PrulrJ.ent. 
:Rll$0!.UTION SUPPOl':TlNG THE ExTE?!3XON AND 

J!:xPANSlON O!" Tm VOTING !:XCIH'.1'8 Afil.' 
(H.R, 6652) • 
Vlhereas, after thll't.ien C:.:1ys of ll~arlng1, 

Whlch wero held by t:ne House J;ue11c1r.ry 
8'1.'beonunittat on C!v!I and Conr.tltutional 
Rigbtll, the need fer er.pam:fad coverage to 
!nclude M'exican Ar.::.er1can~. Puerto n,c:ms, 
and otl1er Spanish orlgtn :uneYlcans under 
thll Voting ~lghts I.ct wai: clec1•17 eati.bllshed. 

Whe:ret.~, documE1ntatl<>n presented betore 
the Hou11e Subco:mmitteo cm Civil o..1d Con• 
etitt,ttonal Rtr;hts shows lrn,:uta'.~la evid~noe 
of a systematic effo1:'t to t!<-llY Melt.lean Ameri-
cacs, Puerto lit!i,ans, and other S;:anish orlr;ln 
Am.oricarui t,h~ right to vote. 

Wherea.s, legie\;,,tlon, to ov~rcome this p11r-
va.cive pattern ot voting C'.lscrll'!'!nation and 
abW10 agalnot M<'.:t.r-~ri A:1>.:irl ,,ns, ?nerto 
Weans, e,m1 other i5r,;u:,1,:;h ,: ,·l~tn 11.merlc:i.os, 
has been jotntly • .1trc~ucert by Congres~men 
H,m:nan Bc1dll!o, ~dw,m.'. Roybal, and. Ms. 
Barbara Jord!\n (H.r:. l:'552i in the Hottse of 
nepresent.Ltlves. 

GROWING SUPPORT POR EXTEN-
SION AND EXPANSION OF VOTING 
RIGHTS ACT TO COVER SP ANIS:t{-
SPEAKING AMERICANS 

Let lt then be reso1t,ed, that the National 
Congress o! Hispanic American Citizens (El 
Oongreso), a 1atlonal nonpartisan citizen's 
lobby for and o! the Spanish speaking, hereby 
endorses and fully supports the exteruton 
find expansion or the Voting Rights Act to 1t1. 
elude coverage to Mexican Americans, Puerto 
Ricans, and other Spanish origin Americans 
a11 proposed in H.R. 6562, a bill lntrOduced 
by Congressmen Herma.n Badlllo, E<twa.rd 
Roybal and Ms. Ba.rb\l.ra Jordan. 

Let 1t be further "-SOll>ed, that the Q5 par-
tlclpi.tlng national, state, and local Spanish 
11peaklng orga.nlzatlons, have equally cn-
dorset! and are fully supportive of H.R. 5552. 

'rl<LEGllAMS 

. SAGINAW, J\111ca. 
'l'rl •otty SER Board of Directors and the 

O.I. 1•orum or Sa.glnaw &upport e:tp1mded cov• 
erage of the Voting Rights Act t,o include tlle 
Spanish speaking or the Mldweat and other 
Sp11nlsh speaking 'peopli, throughoi1t the 
N:itlon as introduced by Congresspersons 
~adillo, Roybal and .Jcrde.11. 

JOAQUIN DIAZ, ·--
NATI;;~At. AND STATE PJtESIDF.NT OF THE 
MEXICAN AMl!.RlCAN POLl:rICl>L ASSOCIATION. 
WG'W!\~t to expres:. our full si1pport !or the ' 

pa$sage_ of tp.e Badillo, Royb1,l a.ml Jordan 
tH.R. 55112) Votlng Rights exp~nslon bill. It 
ls imperative that the Spanl.all speaking per-
sons resldtng In predominntely Spanlsl\ 
speaking populated states such ai.Oal!tomla. 
Te,cas and tho entire Southwest be afforded 
this long overdue right to vote. O\lr orga• 
nlzattou urges that this vital piece of Jegisln• 
tlon be enacted upon immediately to benefit 
l\ll the Spa.nhh speaking persons in thl11 
cottntry, 

UotrsToN, TEx. 
• Th!tr ls. to assure you of my !ull support for 

H.n. 5653 by U.S. Representatives Badillo, 
Roybal and Jordan. '!'he Voting Rights Act 
needs to be exptmded In the southwest 11nd 
th-roughout t.11e country, 

BEN 'l', REYES, 
State Repre,,entativc. 

POLITICAL ACTlON COMMIT'r!:F., 
AtrSTIN, 'I':&X. 

This ls . to inform my full suppol't of H-R. 
5552 fl.S Introduced by Congressmen Badtllo, 
Royl:>al and Jordan, :. measure that will ex-
pand the covemg& of the VRA In the South• 
west r.nd throughout the entire country. 

MARp CAMPOS DEJ'ANO, 

Mncs0. CA1<l1", 
The National Me:,:lcan American Che,m.ber 

o! Commerce 36 cities 7500 members all ln-
dependtmt small businessmen express full 
support for the expanded coverage or Voting 
Rights Act, to Include the Spanish speaking 
in the entire country additionally we reaffirm 
our fnll support !or bill H.R. 5552 lntrod\1Ced 
l>y clridlllo. noyl>nl and Jordan. 

JoSf'PH Fr,n1ti;;&, 
1.·.;:n:. Dir,,,.,t.or. 

I ~upport H.R 5552 by Bad!llo, Roybal and 
Jorctau, which expant!s coverage or the 1905 
Voting Rights Act in the Southwest a.mi 
tnroi1gho11t the co\int1·y. 

CRAIG A, W1>6HINGlON, 
Texas State Representative. 

SAN DIEGO, 0ALI1'. 
As president of the Asaool&tlon of Mexican 

American Educators, lne., Callfornla, I want 
to express om tun 1upport for the expanded 
coverngc of the Vol.Ing IUgbta Act to Include 
the Spanish Speaking in the So\lt.bweat and 
to other Spanish speaking groupa throu1hoi1i 
the country, Additionally, I wr.nt to refflrm 
our full support or the Bill H,R. 61162 intro• 
duced by Badtllo, Roybal and Jordan. 

' HICL!!N DIAZ. 

Los ANGltt.ZII, CALlP. 
As Executive Director or the American 

Assoclat!on of Spanish apealting CPA'• I 
want to ex;,r8$B our full support tor expand-
Ing coverage of tbe Voting Rights Act to in-
clude the Sp1mish speaking In the South-
west and other Spanish &pea.king groupa 
throughout the country. Additionally, I want 
to reaffirm our full support ot bill a.a. 6&&2 
Introduced by Congressmen Badillo, Roybal 
and Congresswoman Jorcl&n. 

DAl'llEI. ARCHtlU:'l'A, 

Jl'oRT WOIITH, TlSlt. 
In behalf of the national membership ot 

the American O I Forum I Wish to exp!'QS 
rull support of HK 6652 a bill that will ex-
pand coverage of th& Voting ,Rights Act to 
the Spanish 11peak1ng popuius of the United 
States In partlc:ular the Southwest block. 

ANTONIO GU, MOKAL!:11, 
National Cliair1nan. 

AMERICAN 01 FORUM ROTC PaOGMM, 
Austin, 'l'e:z:. 

On behalf or the national membership ·of 
the American O I Forum I w~ll to express 
full support of HR 5553 a bill that· will ex~ 
pand coverage o! Voter Rights Act to the en• 
ti.re. Span!Rh ,;peaking populWt or the U.S. 
In particull\r the Southwetsern block. 

ALBEllT 8ABA'l'ft, 
Regional Coordinator. 
YOLAND ACOffA, 

Administrattve A,ailtant. 

We s~rongly \\rge tbe e:q,a.nslon of. the cov-
er11ge. of the Votlng Rights Acts to Include 
the Southwest and other Spanish origin 
groups as sta.ted 1n HR 6552. We recommend 
highly not t<, enter any oomprom~ that wlll 
we<aken the efreot to this Important leglsla• 
tioa. 

E. J. MoUNO, 
President. 

NATIONAL ISSVl!:S CONFEIIJIKCE, , 
Lomita, Cali/. 

The National Issues Conference represent• . 
Ing the 5 ma.Jor Mexican American Organlza• 
tlons In caurorntfl., MAPA, LULAX, GI l"o• 
rum, IMAGE, and Comlslon P'emenll. :ey reeo• 
lntlon at the November 1974 Co11ference at 
Sacramento Is on record supporting the con-
cept ot extending Voting Rights to the SpMl• 
!.sh Speakltlg. We urge you convey our sup-
port to Ed Roybal and other sponsors, on the 
uew \'ot!ng Rights· bill. 

MANt•t:1. BANDA, Jr., 
E:rccutive SecTetarv. 

N11TIONAL lMAOE, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

As na.Uona.l president of IMAGE I want 
to express our run support for the expanded 
coverage of tile Votlng Right& Act to Include 
the Spanl1'h sp•t\.ktng In th~ So\lthweet and 
other Spanli;h speaking groups throughout 
the country, a.ddltlon~lly, I wa.nt to rea.fflrm 



j 

our full support of the blll HR 5552 !ntro-
d\tced by Bndtllo. Roybal, and Jordan. 

Eow AIID V .\l,ENZUEl,~. 
President, 

s1-;n,.Jo11s f'Oll PROG!t,;$8, 
Joliet, Ill. 

I want to expl'ess my full support for the 
extended coverage of the Voting Rlghta Aet 
to Include the Spanish speaking of the Mid• 
west and other Spi.nlsh speaking people 
throughont the nation, I want to reaffirm 
my complete support: for HR 6652 introdu~ed 
by Congl'es~ peraons Badi.llo, Roybal, and 
Jordan, 

Ous Otl'TIERREZ, 
Excc·utive Dtrect.o-r, 

RetJSTON, T,:x.. 
This Is to con.ftrm my full support of HR 

5553 a& Introduced by Congre86 peraon.s Ba• 
d1llo, Royba.l and Jordan, o. me1t.,;ure that 
wm expand the coverage or the VRA to the 
Spl\Illsh ln the Southwest and throughout 
the entire country. 

L!i:0Nl1"t, CASTII.l,O, 
City co,ttroller. 

Los ANGELES, C,'l.l'..ll'. 
As the Natinnal Director of SER, I want to 

express our full support for the e,i;pi,,nded 
coverage or the Voting Rights Act to include 
the Sptmlsh spea.klng ln the Soni;hwest and 
other Spanish apeaktng throughout the 
COU!ltl'y, 

Additionally, I want to reamrm our full 
support of the bill H.R. 55&2 introduced by 
Badillo, Roybal, and Jordan, 

Slncernmente, 

LiF:NVE!\ SEU-JOBS YO!! PltOGlfESS. 
We expre».s f11ll support for expanded cov-

erage of Voting Rights Act t.o Include Span• 
!sh ~pr:.);tn;; ln l-!1e S<mt,1wcr;t o.nd t.11rough-
cmt tht' country. We 1~lso rcnmrm full t,1priort 
c,t blll n.n.. li,,,,2 !ntrodnr.ed by Badillo, 
Roybal, nnd JoHlnn. 

SAM SHHlOS, 
1•:.rec11tfi•c Director. 

::--r,~tcAN Ar-ir.n,c,ur Cot.tNcn, ron 
l=X·oN't.')MIC PnocnF.!»$_ 

A 1rntin. 1'c.:r, 
AG Prt',itioit or :,rcxknn American Cnuncil 

.for r:ronomlc !'rot;rcr,s, I want to cxprcS!l our 
~upport, ot H.R. 5562, the bill t,h1~t will ex-
pnn<i co,·cr:>1:e of tllc Votlnr; H.!ght11 Act lo 
TC':rns nm! Io other states 111 the southwest. 
Pl,•nsc work !or favornble pnsmtr,e ot this 
vlta!Jy needed bill to lnclmle Spnn!sh ~pct1k• 
tnrr In tllc Voilng nti;hts ,1.ct throuchout th~ 
COl1Hlry, 

ARTl/lln C~~rLT.A, 
I'rc.sidcnt . 

• AusnN, ·rcx. 
This lr, to nsB11rc you or my tun 1mpport 

ror li ,R 6552 by U.S. Rcprrnentntlvcs Badillo, 
Roybal, and Jordan. There Is a vita.I need for 
the ,roting lllghta to be expimc!cd In t.:b& 
Southwest and throt1gho,1t the country. 

00NZI\LO :BAltlUENTC>S, 
State .Repreacntatit..i, 

..lJ®S'l'..~-
"'t'ht s "Tifto'"'"infim my full 1mpport o! .H.R. 

5552 by U.S. Ropresentntl~es Uadlllo, RoYbnl, 
n11d Jordnn . Tllo Voting l\!ght11 Act needs to 
he extended in tho Southwest and thrC1Ugh• 
out the country, 

MIC!U:Y l.!':LAND, 
State Reprnentativc. 

NI\TWNA!, Cou.NClL OJI' LA RAz,,. 
Please accept Uhs C<lmmunh:at\on as a per-

sonal expression of full support. tor t-lle ex-
panded coverage of the VoUng Rights Act ot 
1965 amended to include the Span.ls!; ,-;pea.k-
ing In the Southwe"t and other Spanhh 
speaking group" thronglurnt the cmmlry. We 
n.lso rer,mrm Oli!' !\Ill snpport of HR. f,5S2 Ill• 
tl'othlct-d by Hndill,_1, ,.J,n·d1i!t. i\ nct R\.'J:r'.l;.d. 

R.Al'l, y~~ -'1.Gl:nun. , 
."f\,'atirn-101 [Jin•c(or, 

Ll'l.Al', 
l~l /1oso , 'J'c,r. 



94 th CONGRESS 

_J_§___'t_ SESSION 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Ref erred to the Committee on ______ _ _____ and ordered to be printed. 

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed. 

• AMENDMENTs 
Intended to be proposed by Mr. __ 'r_Q_fil_;J_L ____________________________________________________________________________ _ 

(Insert title of bill below) 

to S. ---------------------------, a bill 
H.R. ____ 621..9_ _______ ,anAct to amend the Voting Rights Act of 

1965 to extend certain provisions for an additional ten years, to 
make permarient the ban against certain prerequisites to voting, 
and for other purposes, 

v~)W{~JiXXJqIDlliXXX:ffifu~Kt'luKfollB~XXX 

viz: Oh page 1, between lines 6 and 7, insert the following new 

section: J 
Sec. 102. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is amended by adding 

after section 4 the following new section: 

"Sec. 4A. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, 

the provisions of section 4 and 5 of this Act shall after November 

1, 1976, not apply to any State or political subdivision which 

(1) the Attorney General determines has not maintained after 

November 1, 1976, any test or device , and with respect to which 

(2) the Director of the Census determines that more than 50 per 

centum of the persons of voting age residing therein were registered 

on November 1, 1976, or in any presidential election year there-

after, or that more than 50 per centum of such persons voted in 

the presidential election of Novembe r 1976, or in any presidential 

election thereafter.". 

On page 1, line 7, strike out "Sec. 102" and insert in lieu 

thereof "Sec. 103". 

On page 4, line 11, strike ou t "1972" and insert in lieu 

thereof 11 1976". 
Arndt. No. 



UNITED STATES SENATE 
OFFICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL 

On page 4, 

thereof ''are". 

On page 4, 

thereof 11 1976". 

On page 4, 

thereof 11 1976 11
• 

line 

line 

line 

-2-

13, strike out "were 11 and insert in lieu 

14, strike out 11 1972 11 and insert in lieu 

16, strike out 11 1972 11 and insert in lieu 

On page 5, line 19, strike out "provided" and insert in 

lieu thereof "provides, on and after November 1, 1976, 11
• 

On page 6, line 23, strike out 11 1972 11 and insert in lieu 

the re of 11 1976" . 

j 



June 4, 1975 

Dear Manny: 

.s you know, I have l)een following closely House action 
on tha Voting Rights Act OV'3r the past f~w days. In 
monitoring Congresnional activity on this vital issue, 
I ~as both pleased a."ld roud t~ note the pe~suasive 
impact that ~l ongreso and .~U.nE~ have had i~ sha ing 
the views: of individual Congr~s~m.Gn from throughout 
the nation. 

1Uch oft.he success for garnl!:llring support or this 
eesontial legiBlative milestone for S anisb speaking 
Americ ns is directly attrihut ble to you and the strong 
and oouraacous le dershiP of our national Hiin,anic 
organizations, narticularly ·!AI.DEF, the J\.nerican G. I. 
Forum, LULAC, It!A ,.:i::, t.."le ~iatione.1 Council of I,a ~..aza, 
RNHA, and t.AM.t'\,. I, too, a..~ pleane'l to have played a 
part in rallying the nepuhlican Party and th~ Ford 
Administration in support of thic i1Tlportant bill. 

Now that t!1e bill has cleared the nouao, we must 
concentrate all efforts on t:.hf'l' Senate. I will ha pre aring 
letters to various koy Senators, stressing the necessity 
for support of this ioportant bill, and have scheduled a 
$ries of br!.efing for top White House staff to assure 

full Ad.-nin:lstration support for the bill. 

Again, cong-ratulationn for a jor, well done. 

J 
Sineorely, 

FtJrna. 1d0 I). c. no Bacn 
Sp~eial 1\:3.aisflant: to the !>resident 

.. -tr.. . tanuel Fierro 
Pr .siclent of the ·.ntio al Conqrc$S 

of Uispanic-1\s\erican Citizens 
00 First. Jl.vonue" ?i. W .. 

Washington, . c. 20 01 

CtiP1£S FECDeB:mrnd:5/5/75 CPP9BS TO: Tony ~orales, G. I. Forum 
Joe Benites, V:ilma Martinez, Joe Aceves, Bohn Flores# REC { No:,,arro, 
Dr. A. B. Collado, Paul Sedillo, Raul Yzaguirre, &-i/bevr td,{Ji~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 4, 1975 

Dear Manny: 

As you know, I have been following closely House action 
on the Voting Rights Act over the past few days. In 
monitoring Congressional activity on this vital issue, 
I was bo~h pleased and proud to note the persuasive 
impact that El Congreso and MALDEF have had in shaping 
the views of individual Congressmen from throughout 
the nation. 

Much of the success for garnering support for this 
essential legislative milestone for Spanish speaking 
Americans is directly attributable to you and the strong 
and courageous leadership of our national Hispanic 
organizations, particularly MALDEF, the American G. I .. 
Forum, LULAC, IMAGE, the National Council of La Raza, 
RNHA, and LAMA. I, too, am pleased to have played a 
part in rallying the Republican Party and the Ford 
Administration in support of this important bill. 

Now that the bill has cleared the House, we must 
concentrate all efforts on the Senate. I will be preparing 
letters to various key Senators, stressing the necessity 
for support of this important bill, and have scheduled a 
series of bfiefings for top White House staff to assure 
full Adi~inistration support for the bill. 

Again, congratulations for a job well done. 

Sincerely, 

Fernando E. C. De Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 

Mr . Manuel Fierro 
President of the National Congress 

of Hispanic-American Citizens 
400 First Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20001 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 4, 1975 

Dear Manny: 

As you know, I have been following closely House action 
on the Voting Rights Act over the past few days. In 
monitoring Congressional activity on this vital issue , 
I was both pleased and proud to note the persuasive 
impact that El Congreso and MALDEF have had in shaping 
the views of individual Congressmen from throughout 
the nation. 

Much of the success for garnering support for this 
essential legislative milestone for Spanish speaking 
Americans is directly attributable to you and the strong 
and courageous leadership of our national Hispanic 
organizations, particularly MALDEF, the American G. I. 
Forum, LULAC, IMAGE, the National Council of La Raza, 
Ri.~HA, and LAMA. I, too, am pleased to have played a 
part in rallying the Republican Party and the Ford 
Administration in support of this important bill. 

Now that the bill has cleared the House, we must 
concentrate pll efforts on the Senate. I will be preparing 
letters to various key Senators, stressing the necessity 
for support of this important bill, and have scheduled a 
series of briefings for top White House staff to assure 
full Administration support for the bill. 

Again, congratulations for a job well done. 

Sincerely, 

Fernando E. C. De Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 

Mr. Manuel Fierro 
President of the National Congress 

of Hispanic-American Citizens 
400 First Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20001 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JULY 23, 1975 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

----- ----------------------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

July 18, 1975 

Dear Hugh: 

As I said to you during our discussion yesterday, 
it is most important th~t Congress extend the 
temporary provisions of the Voting Rights Act before 
th~ August recesf-

These provisions .expire August 6, 1975, and they 
must not be allowed tb lapse. 

My first priority is to extend the Voting Rights 
Act. With time so short, it may be best as a 
practical matter to extend the Voting Rights Act 
as it is for five more years; or, as an alternative, 
the Senate'. might accept the House bill (H.R. 6219), 
which incJ.udes the important step of extending the 
pro:vision~; of the Act to Spanish-speaking citizens 

. and other::;. 'l'o make certain that the Voting Rights 
Act is continur d, I can SUP.J?Ort either _approach. 

However, the issue of broadening the Act further 
has arisen; and it is my view that it would now 
be appropriate to expand the protection of the 
Act to al1 citizens of the United States. 

I strongly believe that the right to vote is the 
foundation of freedom, and that this right must 
be protec.;:ed. 

That is w~y, when this issue was first being c6n-
sidered i~ 1965, I co-sponsored with Representative 
William M~Culloch of Ohio a voting rights bill 
which would have effectively guaranteed voting 
rights to eligible citizens throughout th,e whole 
country. 

(MORE) 
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After it became clear at that time that the McCulloch-
Ford ~ill would not pass, I voted for the most practical 
alternative, the Voting Rights Act of 1965. In 1970, 
I supported extending the Act. 

Last January, when this issue first came before me 
as President, I proposed that Congress again extend 
for five years the temporary provisions of .the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. 

The House of Representatives, in H.R. 6219, has 
broadened this important law in this way: {1) The 
House bill would extend the temporary provisions of 
the Act for ten years, instead of five; and (2) the 

·House bill would extend the temporary provisions of 
the Act so as to include discrimination against 
language minorities, thereby ext~nding application 
of t"he Act from the present seven States to eight 
additional States, in whole or in part. 

In light of the House extension of the Voting Rights 
Act for ten years and to eight more States, I believe 
this is the appropriate time and opportunity to extend 
the Voting Rights Act nationwide. 

This is one nation, and this is a case where what is 
right for fifteen States is right for fifty States. 

Nwr.e·rous ci vi.l rights leaders have pointed out that 
substantial nwnbers of Black citizens have been denied 
the right to vote jn many of our large cities in areas 
other than the se~n Southern states where the present 
temporar_y provisions apply. '!Jiscriminati.on in voting 
in any p~rt of this nation is equally undesirable. 

As I said in 1965, when I introduced legislation on 
this subject, a responsible, comprehensive voting 
rights bi.11. should 11 correct voting discrimination 
wherever it occurs throughout the length and breadth 
of this great land. 11 

I urge the Senate to move promptly--first, to assure 
that the temporary provisions of the Voting Rights 
Act do not: lapse. As amencl:.---nents are taken'· up, I 
urge you to make the Voting Rights Act applicable 
nationwide. Should the Senate extend the Act to 
American voters in all 50 states, I am confident 
the House of Representatives would concur. 

(MORE) 
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I shall be grateful if you will convey to the members of the Senate my 
views on this import ant matter. 

Sincerely, 

GERALD R. FORD 

# # # 

' 
j 
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However, the issue of broadening the Act further 
has arisen; and it is my view that it would now 
be appropriate to expand the protection of the 
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After it bee ame c 1 ear at that time that the ?-le Cul loch-
Ford ~ill would not pass, I voted for the most practical 
alternative, the Voting Rights Act of 1965. In 1970, 
I supported extending the Act . 

Last January, when this issue first came before me • 
as President, I proposed that Congress again extend 
for five years the temporary provisions of the Voting 
Rights .Act of 1965. 

The House of Representatives, in H.R. 6219, has 
broadened this important law in this way: {1) The 
House bill would extend the temporary provisions of 
the Act for ten years, instead of five; and (2) the 

·House bill would extend the temporary provisions of 
the Act so as to include discrimination against 
language minorities, thereby ext~nding application 
of t'he Act from the present seven States to eight 
additional States, in whole or in part. 

In light of the House extension of the Voting Rights 
Act for ten years and to eight more States, I believe 
this is the appropriate time and opportunity to extend 
the Voting Rights Act nationwide. 

This is one nation, and this is a case where what is 
right for fifteen States is right for fifty States. 

Nume·rons ci vi.l rights leaders have pointed out that 
substantial nwnbe rs of Black citizens have been denied 
the right to vote in many of our large cities in areas 
other thc.1.n the s .even Southern states wher_e the present 
temporary provi d ions apply. ~iscrimination in voting 
in any p~rt of this nation is equally undesirable. 

As I said in 1965, when I introduced legislation on 
this subject, a responsible, comprehensive voting 
rights bill should "correct voting discrimination 
wherever it occurs throughout the length and breadth 
of this great land." 

' I urge the Senate to move promptly--first, to assure 
1 that the temporary provisions of the Voting Rights 
11. Act do not lapse. As amendinents are taken'· up, I 

urge you to make the Voting Rights Act applicable 
nationwide. Should the Senate extend the Act to 
American voters in all 50 states, I am confident 
the House of Representatives would concur. 

(MORE) 
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I shall be grateful if you will convey to the members of the Senate my 
views on this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

GERALD R. FORD 

# # # 

J 
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This letter to the heads of 36 Hispanic Organiz. 
with enclosures as attached. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

August 6, 1975 

Dear John: 

President Ford has asked me to convey his 
deep appreciation to you and to the National 
Spanish-Speaking Coalition on Domestic 
Affairs for your leadership in assuring 
Congressional passage for the Voting Rights 
Act of 1975. 

This historic document, which the President 
has today signed into law, signals a major 
breakthrough for the nation's 16 million 
Spanish Speaking Americans as well as for 
members of other language minority groups. 

We must np w turn our attention to the 
vigorous enforcement of the Act so that 
Spanish Speaking Americans may move ahead 
unfettered to more and greater achievements 
in America. 

I know we can count on your support to 
make this Act work. 

Sincerely, 

Fernando E. C. De Baca 
Special Assistant to the President 

Mr. John Flores 
Natio nal Chairman 

National Spanish-$peaking Coalition 

on Domestic Affairs 
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AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Ec~rm and l1cld. at cit e Cily of 1Vashington on Tuesday, the fourt eenth ·day of January; 
one thousand nine hundred and sci:cruy-Jiuc 

To nrnPiHl tl1c \' 0till ;; Hi;.:hts A<:t of Jf1G:; to 1:xtcuu certain )!ro\;3ions for a n 
nd,!itio11 :1l ,;en,n Yt'ars, to rna k~ J>er111a11e11t tlle ban a;;aii?,.,t certui_11 prc-
rcquisitL':i to YOti1,;;. and for other purposes. • 

Be it cnw:ted by tlte Senate aod llou.~e of I?rpres('.1i/ati.iie,: of tlie 
United Slates oj America. -in .Congress uJsembled, 

TITLE I 

Sr:c. 101. Section -!(a) of the Yoting Tiights Act of 1DG5 is amended 
by striking out ··ten" each time it appears and inserting in lieu thereof 
"SC\'Clltcen ". 

fa:c. 102. Section 201 (a) of the Yoting Rights .Act of 1DG5 is 
nmcnclccl by-

( l) strikillg out ';Prior to August 6, 1075, no" n.nd insertinrr 
"No" in lieu the1·cof; and 0 

_(2) stri king 011t ''as to which the prodsions of section '1(:i,) of 
this .Act n.re not in cll'cct by rcason of dcterminat ions m:Hle under 
soction -1 ( l.i) of this Act." atld inserting in lieu tl1ercof a. pc1·iod. 

TITLE II 
Sr:c. 201. Section 4(a) of the Yotin"" Hi 0rrhts .Act of Hl65 is amended 

b ' 0 y . . 1 (1) i11.serting i111111Pdiatt>l_r afrL·r ''tletennin:i.tions h:we been 
made under" the followin,.,.: "the first l\Yo sentences of" · 

(2) adding n.t the end of tho .first p::i.ragrn.ph theroof'the follow-
ing new scncenco: ":Ko citizen shall be denied the ri~ht to vote in 
any li'eclera.l, State, ot· local election been.use of his failure to com-
ply with any test or <leYirc in any State with l"C'Spcd to which the 
determinations li:tn'. l>c<>n maclc 11nclrr the tliird ~·ntt' ncc of sub-
section (b) of this st•dion or in nny political subdiYision with 
res1:ect to ·which s11d1 cletrnnin:t! iolls h :1.,·C\ brPn 111:tde as n &'p:!r:itr. 
unit, m1le:a-s tho 1:n itccl Stat C's District _Court fort li0- Dis! rid of 
Columbi:i in ·,1n action for a ckcl :u-:lt ory jml;..11nc-nt hrn11ght 1,y Slt(·h 
State or sulxli \·ision ag·ainst. the lfoited St :llt•s l1as 1h•t 1•rrni1H'd that. 
no St1c.h tc~t. or clcviee has bccn use-cl during the !(•n yea rs prrc-c-tling 
the fi\in~ of the action for the purpose or ,Yith tltl\ effect of 1lcn_y-
inrr or nLriclrri1w th e ri ght to vote on account of ran} or color, or 
in°contr:n·eirtio; o( the gllaramccs set forth in scdion 4(f) (2): 
Provider!, That no such dcc1nratory jtt{lginent sl1al l is.-;111~ with 
rcspcct. to :inv phii11titl' for a }h'riotl of ten year;; aftc,· the entry of n. . · 
final jll(1gm0nt of any cot11t of thc- United Staks, or hcr than thr: 
drnial of n. ckchratn11· ju<lgmcnt. 111ttlPr tl!is ~t•rt inn , whrthN· 
c-ntcrct1 prior too:· a ftt'I' thc- c11ad111t'11t of tins p :1r:1g1·:1ph , clc-tcr-
mini1w tlwt tkni;\I ,; or abritl":nents of the ricd1t to Y0!c on :,ccount· 
of rnc~ or r o ]1) 1', or in co11tr;1~t>11t i11n of t hP ~11:1 ra 11tl'c;; set. f01i h in 
scction .J(f) (:,n tlr ro11gh the l:sc of tesrs 01: deY:ccs h:n·o occur-red 
nnywh cre in the tcn-it01·y of :;ncli phintiff."; 
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(3) st;•;ki n;~ nut. "the ac:tinn" ll1 the t.hircl p:tragraph tl1Prrnf, 
and l>_r i11serl11,g in li<:il t ll\.:rLOf ":Ln uctiun uit<ler t.lw iir::;t. sentence . 
of thi s snh~Pr-tion~'; nrn! 

(-1; in sc-rting i1~11w:diately a it cr the third p:l rag raph tl1crcof 
the Iollo\\·ing new parac;raplt: 

"l f the A: t Orill'\" Genc1 a I dcterrn ines t li:-it he has no rc:1.son to 11r.1 ie ve 
tl1at any s1wh te::;t or dc\·icc ha::; l,ccn :1sed <l1iri11g the ten y,':u:-; prc-
c~ding the filing of an nclin l\ under tl1c Sl'cond Sl·nlrncP of this :,mb-
SC'-::liou for tl,e purpose or with the effect of dl'!ly ing or :1 !1ri d!..'. ill_!..'.' the 
right to Yote on account of race\ or color, or in con tr:n-enti on of the 
guarantees set forth in section -!(f ) (~), he shall consent to t he entry 
of snch jml!!nll'nt.". 

SEc. 202. ::-iection -:l: (b) oft h() Yoting Riglits ~\ct of lDG:i is a111c-ndt>d 
Ly adding at the encl of the f1rst para~r:iph tl1creof the follciwing: 

• "On and after .August G, 1D7:":i, in addi tion to any State or political 
subdivision of :1. State determined to be subject to subsec:tion (a) pur-
suant to the previous two st:ntencrs, the prO\·isions of sub:=;e:ct ion (a.) 
shall apply in any State or :rny political snbdi\·ision of a St;lte ·which 
(i) the Attorney General determines rnaintainl·cl on Xowmbl"'.r 1, 1072, 
any test or de\·ice, and with respect to wl11ch (ii) the Direc:tor of the 

• Census determines that less than 50 per ccnturn of the citizens of 
voting age were registered on Xonmber 1, 1072, or that lrss than 50 
per centum of such persons voted in the Presidential ciection of 
NoYembcr JD7:2.". • 

fo:c. 20:). Sc•ction { of the Voting Rights Act of 1DG5 is amended by 
adding- the following new subsection: 

"(f) (1) The Congrrss finds that rnting di scrimination against 
citizens. of )an~i~ge mino1Jti cs is pcrrnsive ~nd n'.'tional in s_cope. 
Such mmonty c1t1zens are from cnnronmc-nts rn \,h1ch the clon1111:-mt 
language is other than En_'.;(li sh. In addition they ham been denied 
equal educational opportunities by State and locr.l go\·ernments, 
resulting in se\·erc disabilities and continuing illiteracy in the English 
la11g11age. Tl1e Congress furth er finds that. where State and local 
o~cials conduct elections only in English, langunge minority citizens 
.are excluded from participnting in the elector:ll process. In m:rny areas 
of the country, this exclusion 1s af:grtl\"ntecl by nets of physical, eco-
norn-i.c, ancl political intimicb.tion. Tlte CongreS3 declares that: in order 
to enforce tb0 f'l.lftrantees of the fourtee1tth ancl fifteenth amendments 
to the United States Constit{1tion, it is necessary to eliminate suc!1 
discrimination by prohibiting English-only elections, and by prescrib-
ing other remecha l devices. 

"(· .. ) 1',To vot·1nJ nn:1liJ'1,~·1tio11 ,...,. nrprnnni.<1tn tr.,.,...;.:.,,,.. c·· s•,,.-.l,,-·-1 ~z- J.'\ 
0 

. 1 .- '"- __ 1 _ • -J ... 1,,_ ............. , 1 ... l .. .J '--' .._. , \.,"'1."o, '- 1t.<.lJ.J.llu.L\_1, 

practice, or procedure shall be -imposed or appliccl by any St:i.tc or · 
poli~ical subdivision to deny or abridge the right of any cit1.zen of the 
Unij:ed States to vote because he is n. member of a langtwgc minority 
group. 

"(3) In addition to the meaning gi\·en the term under section 4(c), 
t.he term 'test or device' shall also mean a11y practice or requirement 
hy \Yhich any State or politirnl suhdivision provided any rt'gistration 
or voting notices, forms, instructions, assistance, or other nuterials or 
informntion relating to the electoral proc0ss, including ballots: on1y in 
the English language, where the Director of the Census determrnes 
that mo:·c than five per centum of the citizens of voting age residing 
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in s11 d1 .Stal\' or politi~:tl s11Lcli,-:--ir,:1 an, 111r-rnlH,rs of a sin"lt'. 1:rn"tl;I"('. 
m ino 1·ity. 1\"itl1 n·~p;•d to ;:,1 •1·Li"11 -;(Ii), 11,1' term 'tr •st :i- dr,\·i~~'.', ;,-; 
dclit !f'd in tliis s11L:-:1•,·ti011. ski.II !,,~ 1·1:1pl<,_vc·d only in maki!lg the 
<lct C' rmi n:it ions u!HlL•r tl1P t !ti nl ~cntr-nr·c of tli:tt. s11kL·ction. 

" ( ..J-) '\\"hr:ne 1·er a11y :-;tate or lH,l:ti -2 :tl s1tlJdivisio11 s1i!J jrct to t11e. 
p rol1iliitions ol' the s1'..:.ond :;1•11tcncl! (Jf ,-edion 4 (:t) pro,·id1•s any 
rrgistrntion or w1ti11g nntin·s, forn;~, i11st ru •·Li(Jn;-;, :1.0.:iisl:u1ce, or otlirr 
m:d e rials 01· inforn1ation reh tin;..; to 1!1('. i'lL:, ·tor:tl jHW'l'ss, incl11ding 
h:1 llot:;, it shal l prrll· idL• them in t l \\'. h:1g11:t !..'.:e oft he :t ppl ira bl1: l:t ngu :1 ge 
mi11 01·ity group :i ::; \rd! as in thL\ E11'...'.lis!t b11g-11:1gc : l'l'01::dcd, That 
where the Lu1 _!..'.:t1ag~ of th e applie:tblc mino ri ty group is oral or 
llll\\Titt r n, tlrn State or political suL,Ji ris io!l is only l"t..'.([llin:cl to furni sh 
oral in strnc: tions, :t :""3ist(rnce, or oLher information relating to regis-
tr:d ion ancl vot ing." . 

~EC. 20-4-. Section:> of tlic Yotin;.: Tii;.:l1rs Act of 1%5 is amr11<kcl by 
inserting after '"Xon•mlJ('r 1, FHiS." the folio\ring : "or whr•ncver a 
State or political su1Jdi\·isioil \\"ith respect to ""11ich tltc prohibitions 
set forth in section 4:(n) basL·cl upon ckt cn -i1 inations made under the 
third sentence of section -:!:(b) n.rc in effect. shall enact or seek to 
administer any Yoting riualifi.cation or prerequisite, to rnting, or stand-
ard, p ractice . or proct>dure \\'ith rC'.~fli.'.C t to Yoting <lifferent from thnt 
in force 01· efft>ct on Xon~mbC'r 1, rn-;-2,". • 

_Si-:c. 20:>. Sections 3 and G of the Yoti11g Ri ghts Act of 10G5 arc each 
amended by striking out "fift01•!1th amcnclrnrnt" each t.irne it nppr:.H-S 
and inser ting- in l ieu thereof ·'fourte\'!1 th or f-i ftc·ent h :.uncndrnPnt". 

SEC. 20G. Sections 2, :\ the sec0nd paulp:r:1ph of section 4(a), and 
sections ,1(d), 5, G, ancl 1:) of the Voting llights Act of 19G5 a. re each 
amcn cle<l by addi ng inunrdint1·l_y afr er ··on account of race or color" 
en.ch time it appears the follo-.1·i11i: ", or in contrnvcntion of the guar-
antcL'S set forth in section 1 (f) (:2) ". 

fo:c. 207. S ection 1-± ( c) is amended by adding at the encl the follow-
ing new prrragraph: • 

"(3) The term 'language minor-itics' or 'hngnage minority group' 
• mealls persons who nre .American I ndian, A sian American, Alask::m 
Nati\-es or of Spanish hcrita:.;:c.". 

SEc. 203. If any amen<lmc11ts made by this Act or the application 
of any provision th ereof to n.ny person or circumstance is juclicin.1ly 
dcterminccl to be inrnlicL the rc·mainder of the Voting Rights Act of 
19G5, or the application of s11ch prm-i,,ion t0 0~hcr pcrso!:S or cit·cum-
stances shall not_))e affected by such determin:...~ion_ 

j 

J TITLE III 

SJ.:c. 301. The Voting Rights . .:\.ct of 19G5 is amended by inserfo1g 
the following new sect ion immediately after section 202: , 

,:llILIXGUAL ELECTIOX REQUIT!.E)IE:S-TS 

"SEC. 203. (a) The Congress finds th:it, through the use of various 
practices and proceclmcs, citizens of laniuage minorities lrn.ve been 
effectively excluded from participation in the elcctora.l process. Among 
other factors, the don i:11 of the ri ght to .-otc of such minority group 
citizens is ordinarily directly r ebtc<l to the unequal educa.tiona.l 
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upi>o:t1111itic·sallorlkd th(•111, n•s1ilt.ing in hi,!.!;L illitcr:t('.} and lov: \·otin::; 
pa rt ici p:1 t ion. Tlir• ( '011;..:-n·ss lil-ela n:.:i t liat, in ord,·r to (·II fore,: t la: .~ua r-
a r,t<·c;; of t lie frnirt ccn tli :t11d ti fil'Cllt!1 a1nc11dnH·nts to tlit: Ur1ilt:d 
S tate:; Co11sti!1d.io11, it is llC('l':'sary to climi11atc s11,·h dis1Tin1ir1atio11 by 
proLil,itir1g th(·.0 1' pradicl's, and by prr.scri!Ji11g otlil'r n·nH·di:t! d,; \·iccs. 

"(!,) l'rior to c\11g11st fi, l!)S\ no :-,tatP or pol:t i, :al s1i!>di1·ision sl1:dl 
pro1·idc n·gistr:llion or niting notic\'s, forrns, in~!ru r:rions, ass i,Jance, 
01· oti,er lll:ttl·rials or i11forn1ation relatin~ to the l'kdornl pron·ss, 
j11cludi11g l,allots, only in the English la ng11ag1! ii tl,~ Dirl'dor of tlir. 
Census ckt~rrni1H·s (i) tliat more tl1an 5 pa,·cnt of the' citize11,; of \'ot-
ing a;_'.c of s11ch ~late or politi1·al s11lHli1ision arc tll Pn.lJL'rs of ;t single 
J:tngn:1gc minority a11d (ii) llt at tl,t• illit\'r:1cy rate of such persons 
as a "l"Ollp is hi1rl1 er tl1:tn tlit> 11atio11al illiteracy rate: />ro ,:irlcrl. That 
the 1~·oliibitions"'of t l1is s1tl1s1•ct ion shall not :qi11ly in any politic:~lsub-
cli\·ision which has ]pss tli:111 fi\·c percent voting agt\ citizens of 0acli 
laJJguagc 1ni11ority ,rhil'i1 co1npri .,es o\·cr h\·c JH'r('Pll t of the statc,Yidc 
population of vot i11g a.!.!"e ciriz0ns. For ptll"j>Osl·s of this su!i:;rct.io11, 
illiteracy 111e.u1s tlit~ failure to cornpkte the fifth prin1arv grade. Tlw 
<lctrrmin:1tion,, of tlie Dir0clor of tlw Cl'ns11s unclrr this s11bscction 
shall be efi'ectin~ upon pn!ilientio;1 in the Federal 11cgister and sl1n.ll 
not be sul>jrct to rc1·ir.1r i11 an v co11rt. 

"(c) 1r"lic11cnr any State cir politiral subcli\'ision s11ujl'ct to tlte pro-
hibition of subsection (b) of tl1i::; section provides any rrgi stration or 
Yoting noti('es, forllls, instrnctions, n.ssist:lllcc, or other ll!:ltl'ri:tls or 
infon11a.ti o11 n·lating to the Plectoral procrs,-;. incluclinQ" b:1ll ots, it shall 
pro,·icle thl•m in the l:u1gt1<l_!._;(' of the applicable minority gro11p as well 
as in tlw English la11g11ag11: l'ron'df'd, That where the Lu,gungc of tho 
npplic,1Lle minority gr·oup is oral or 11mn-itten or in the case of 
Aln.sknn llafrvcs, if the preclorni11nnt language is historically 11mffit-
te11, the State or polit.icn.l subJi .. i;;ion is only rrquirecl to fornis!t or:1I 
inst.ructions, n.ssistancc, 01· otlt(•J information relating to rrgistration 
and rnting. 

"(d) Any State or political subdivision suojPct to the prohibition 
of subsection (b) of. this section, which seeks to pro1·ide E11glish-01tly 
i·egisfratio_n or rn~i11g mat<;_~i,~ls ~r-~:iforn:atio11,_i!1c)ucliri~ L.1l lot~. m:1y 
file :!r~ ::ctwn :1g,u1i;,L lh~ un1Le<t ;:,rates m tl1e ljmt0d :::;tatcs Dtstnct 
Comt for a declaratory jmlgmcnt perlllit.ting s11ch pro1·ision. Tl1e 
comt shall grant the reque~t0d relief if it dctcni"1incs tlrnt the illitci-acy 

, rate of the n.pplicable hngnagc lllinority group within the Stnte or 
political suLdivision is equal to or less th:1.11 the nn.tiona.l iiliteracy 
rate. • 

"(e) For p11rposes of this section, the knn 'la.ng1rn~e minorities' 
--- 01· 'lan~11ag·c minori ty gro11p' means persons ,Yho arc American Indian, 

.Asian ~\meric:rn, Alaskan Xativ0s, or of Spanish heribgc." _ 
~EC. :302. Sections 20:l, ~04, and 205 of the Voting Rights Act of 

l!)G;\ arc red0sig11n.tNl as 20.J., 20:'i. :1ncl 20G, resprcti\·cl_v. 
SEc. 30:3. Srction 20:l of the Vot.ing- Ri_!!;hts _\.ct of 1!lG5, as rcclcsi~-

nn.tecl section 20-1 Gy sect ion :io:2 of this ~\ct, is amcnclPcl by inserting 
im111 rdiately after "in violation of section 202," the following: ;;or 
20.\". 

• SEc. 30-t Scet.it,11 201 of tl1c Voting Rights Act of 10G\ as rccksig-
nated srction 20;; l>y section :w2 of this 1\ct, is a111t·rnled by st.rikin" out 
"or 20:t' uncl inserting in lieu t.hernof ", 20:2, or 203". 0 
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S1:c. ,J(J l. Section :; c,f tLc Yotin~ nigbh _\ct of l:JG:i is :u11cndr:d 
by striking 011t "a\tlor:1e_y ( ;e11cr:tl" the l:lc;t three til!l('S it appears 
um"t i11scrting in lieu the reof tl H: follol':i11g ;.s\ttorney General or nn 

nggri cn·d pl'r:;011". 
:::;1:c. -JU~. :::;cction 11 of tl 1e Yoli ng 1!iglits ~\ct of J!JG;; is an1endcd 

by adding- at tl1c end tlierl'of the followi11_~ 11 C \\" sulisr·c:tion: 
" ( c) J II any action o;· p rncecding to t'll force th e \·ot in;; ~l!ani ntecs 

of t.l1c fourteenth or liftl'Crtllt amcrnl 11 H.:11t, tlic r.ourt, in it s discretion, 
may allow the prcrnil ing p:trty, oth..:r than the liniteJ :::it:ttc:;, a rea-
sonable altornc•y\; f1'C :1s pa,t of the co:-;ts.". 

Su;. -103. Title 11 of tlie Yoti n;_! Higl1ts Ad of l!)G;j is a11!cnue<l by 
n,dding n.t the cml thcrrof the follov:ing new section: 

"S1:c.; . :207: (a) Co11g 1:c~:5 hereby direc_ts t he Director of the Ccns11s 
forthwith to concl1:et a survry to compile regi:;trntion :rncl ,·oting statis-
tics: (i) in•e,·cr_y :-5la te or po:iti(:al sabd i\·i;;ion with rc3pl'd to which 
the prohil,itions of section -!(a) of tl:e Voting Ri _:;lits a\ct of rnG5 arc 
jn effect. for every state\1·icle gene ral elect io n fur ~fc-nil,ers nf the 
United States House of ncptTSrnt:ltin·s after ,Jan u,l r_r 1, 1D7-l ; and 
(ii) in e,·cr_y State or politic:d s11bdiv;si0n for ;1!1y election designn.tec1 
by the lfoi ted StatPs Co::1:llission Oil Ci\·il l~igli ts . Sutl1 sun·c_ys shall 
only include n eot111 t of citi zrn:-; of ,·oting i"i~e, rnc.:: Ot' color, and 
national origin, and a c1etcrmination of the extent to ,,·hich such per-
sons ure re~ istcrcd to ,·ote and !in.Ye YOtecl in foe- clcct"ions surveyed. 

"(b) In n.ny surrny under subsection (a) of this section no person 
shall be compcllecl to disc lose his race, color, national origin, politic:tl 
part.y ::dli liation, or how he voiccl (or the rc,1so11s therefor), llO!' shall 
any penalty ·be imposed for his failure or refusal to make such dis-
closure's. E,·ery person in te rrogatcJ orally, by wriltcn snney or ques-
tionnaire, or hy any other me:rn.; with respect to such inforrn::i.t ion sl1all 
be fully n.ch-iscd of his right to fail or refuse to furn ish such 
informat ion. 

"(c) The Directbr of th Census sha1l, at the c:u·lie::;t practicable 
ti1ne, r~po!.t to the C01~~r0~.;:: th~ r~3!tlts of C\"~!·y f:~!!·,:ry CO!!d:..!ct~d p!!r-
suant. to tl/e provisions of snhsection (a) of thi,; section. 

"(cl) The pro,·isions of section 9 and ckq,tcr 7 of title 13 of the 
United S ta tes Code slw.ll apply to any suney, colle<.:tion, or compil:1-
tion of r('gistration and voting statistics carrietl out under subsection 
(a) of this section." 

fo:c. 40-:!:. Section ll(c) of the Votillg Rights .Act of 1%5 is amended 
by inserting aft.er "Columbia," the following words: ';Guam, or the 
Virgin Ishrnls,". • 

Si::c. ,1QJ. Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 is amcnded-
(1) by striking ont. "except that n<'ithr!·" and insnrtin'.-; in lieu 

thereof the following: ''01· upon goorl cause shown, to facilitate 
an expedited approval within sixty days after such submission, 
t.he. Attornev General h,1s af!irmatiYclv indicn.tl.'d th:tt such 

. obj ection wiil not he rnaclc. :Kcit he r an .iihmatirn indication by 
the At.torn.: .r Gcnl.'r:tl that no obji.'ct ion \\·ill h~ mac1e, nor"; 

(2) by placing nfter the worJs "failure to object" a. comma.; 
nncl 
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(3) b_y in;;e1-ting irnrnedi:tt{'] _Y before the fin:il sent<'. ncc t.herco£ 
the\ foll owin;.:: "In tl1c r.nnt the Attornr._y Gcnr. r:d al1i nna tivel_y 
inclicatc.3 that 11,) objc·ction \1·ill be ma<lc witltin the sixty-day 
period following rrrript of a Sttl:rnission, the ~\ttorncy General 
may rcscrni t.l1e ri,,ht to n·cxamine the submission if :i clditi cmal 
infonnation c:om cs"'to liis attention during t.he remaimlcr of the 
sixty-<hy period whi ch would othcrwiso require objection in 
accon1anee with t.his section."_ 

Si:c. 4UG. Section 2n:1 of tl1c Voting Rights ..\ct of lDGS, ns 
reclesigHatt~d 20-t by sect ion ;~0:2 of this Act, is amended by striking out 
"section 2182 of title 2S" and inserting "section 22M of title 28" in 
lieu thereof. 

SEc. -107. Title III oft.he Yoting Rights Act of rn65 is amended to 
rea<l as follows: 

,:TITLE III-EIGIITEEX-YEAR-OLD VOTIXG AGE 

• "EKFORCL\IEXT OF T\\'EXT'.i.'-SIXTll A::lill::,;"D:OU:XT 

"SEc. ·301. (n.) (1) The Attorney General is directed to inst.itute, in 
the name of the United States, such :i.dions n.gainst States or political 
subdi,·isions, incluJiHg action:; for injunctive relief, as i1c m:ly deter-
mine to be nccessasy to implement the t\':cnty-sixth article of a.meucl-
mcnt to t!tc Constitution of the Unit.eel States. 

'\2) The district courts of the U11itccl States shall hn.rn jurisdiction 
of proceedings i11stituted under th is title, which shall be heard and 
determined by a court of tl1rce judges i11 accordance with section 2284 
of title 2S of the United States Code, :,,rnl any appeal shall lie to the 
Supreme Court. It shall br the tluty of the judges clc:;igaatecl to hear 
the dsc to assign the case ior hearing and determination thereof, and 
to ca"fise the case to be in en~ry way expedited. 

"(b) "\Yhoevcr sfo1ll deny or n.tt.:,mpt to cleny any person of any 
:.-ight sccii 1wl by the. tv,0nty-s1xth art;c](; of u111eml111e1LL tn i.he Conc:titu-
tion of the Unitea States shall l~. fined not more than S5i000 or 
imprisoned not more than fi,·e yen.rs, or both. 

"DEFINITION 

"SEc. 302. As used in this title, the term 'State' includes the District 
of Columbia.". 

S!-:c. 40S. Section 10 of the Yot.ing Rights Act of 1!)65 is amended-
( 1) Ly striking out subsection ( <l) ; 
(2) in sub"'{'ction (b), by inserting "and sect.ion 2 of the twenty-

fourth nmcndment" immediately after "fifteenth amendment"; 
and • 

(3) h_v strikin!! out "a11cl'' the first time it appears in subsection 
(b), ancl i nsPrting in l ii'll r hrrcof n. eomma.. 

Si::c. 40()_ Srction 11 of tl1L\ Voting Ri!!hts ;\ct of 1!)65 is amended 
by adding at. the end the follov:ing nr.w snhsection: 

"(r.) (1) "\\Tho..~ve1· Yok~ more than once in an elect.ion re.ferred to 
in p:na;:;raplt (2) shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned 

'" not more than five years, or both. 

',. . 

. ', ... ·•s,;,.;'=..:.-""'··,.ch"'c·•4'.:r 

·------·~~.f"-'?f¥· .t:: , 
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"(2) Th o prol,ibition of this suhsrction ap1,lirs with 1c:;pcct to any 
gcncrnl, sp,•f'i:11, or pr·irnary election hrlcl :ooldy or in part for tltc 
pt1rposc ? f sekt·t\n~ or clcct_ing <:•lY c;wdid:ite for the oliir:c of-P:·c,-
1clcnt, Vieu l'rc:;tc!e11t, pre;:,:<lcnt.1al elector-, Mcn1li~r of tnc l.1nitcd 
St:.tes Scn:i.tc, :;\lc1nbcr of the lJni!rcl Sutt rs Hou,;e, of Hcpn:si:: ntat.ivcs, 
Dckgafo from the District of Colu111bia, Gu:u11, ot· the \'irg-in fsl:u1ds, 
or Rcsidrnt Commissioner of tlic Cornrnom•:e:tlt!i of Puerto Hico. 

"(:-3) As used in this subsc."ction, tho tcnn 'rnt{'.S more t!wn once' 
docs not include tho c:1sting of an additional ballot if :dl p1'ior La.Hors 
of th:it vo~cr worn invalidah:xl, nor docs it include the ,·oting- in two 
jurisdictions under section 202 of this Act, t-0 the extent t,,0 bn.llots 
aro not cast for ::i.n election to the same candiclacy or oflice." 

S}:8. 410. Sc.ction 3 of the Voting Rights Act of HJG3 is a.mended 
by in~rting imme<li::i.tely Lefore "611.1n.rantccs" ea.ch time it a.ppe~rs 
the following "voting". 

j 

Speaker of the H cmse of Reprcsenta.t-ives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 

( ' 
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(Original signatu re of :\[embe r) 

Irl o Re _____ 5 ___ __ s __ t__ ________ _ 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

M •> ' 1 1 IT 1 n • t d d th f 11 • b.11 h. h d r. _____ J_,._·.1 -~"-"~:L _____________________________ m ro uce e o owing 1 ; w 1c was rererre 

to the Committee on----------------------------------------

(Insert title of bill here) 

To ancnJ t;1e; Votin.r ~Zig'1ts ;\ct of 1965, :1,1:1 for o:.:'--~r ,:n-~:c-;s:-s . 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

2 States of America in Congress assembled, 

of t:1e fi:,;ll ;1 ·:i·:-i._J-ra:i>, t'1creof t:1e Eollo- El~ 

•·;:m.-~vcr, t'.1e ::lil:1re of t:,e _\ttor:1.cy :~cneral to ;"a '. , e::. c::-rtifi_-

s :_: ': st c1_ n ti al 

of ' 5 LlC:~ 



.., 

Sec . 2 . 

fol-

" ( g) :;, o c Y c r , o c in~ an o { f i cc r o f a St at c or no 1 i -

c iv i 1 a c t i on 111 t: 1 e ::i pp r o ~H i at e : n i t e c.1 S t :i. t e s ~' i s t r i c t 

Co:1rt. n . 

is ar 1cnc.lecl to re:1 ,J as [ol 1 O\ .-s: 

1 'Scc . /8 . T'.H:re arc :~ ·.: re'. ;y aut'.1ori:e"1- to ;Je ::q,~no -

pric.~c ,: '.~4 , 00'.),C) -J '.) for t 11~ ~iscal ye:-ir cn~~i ,, :, . .:rune 31, 

1976, 

necessary to c::i.rrv out t 11c nrovisions ; . of t:1is _\ct .". 

.Scc . 4. 

all<ling at t:1c enJ of title II t'.1e follm·:ing nc,-.- s~ctio!! : 

"S e c. 206 . 

to secure ~uarantccc.1 :m('.Cr t11is }ct, 

the court :'.l ay a 11 o ,·: th c pr c v a i 1 in~ p 2. rt y a r ca s on a!) 1 c 

.r - --



. ' 

.) 

attorn.ey 's f ee as ;1:irt of t:1e costs." . 

Sec . r 
.J • 

by al1dii1~ at t;tc encJ t:1c,eof the Eollo:·:ing ;1c'.\' title: 

.. ' 
':. 1. 1 C 1 to vote, 

,_.,'iC,'. t 11P '":c-r~: -~: ... ::; ,,.....~ t 1~(-l .. _i~r;r~ ~~:.=i.t ~s !Tn-:~s"' (""\r: nn,""\rr'\-

'.l Y C' ~'. 0 ,., i T'.. cl t C t 1 since .January 1, 1970 . 

Such information s;1;::i.ll also be collcctc ,: 2nc! conp ile .: 

1 -. .., ' 

~1clle:. to 1lisclosc :,is L,cc , 

._; 

... : • ... 
• ..L. .... -

. ' C •"I,~ r 1 r , 
·- ...... ..I.. - --

1 • -: ll.--, 



poli::ical or 10'.: ( or t>.e 
. . 
11.'.~•0S :;,, 

', 

£or ~1is :-~1.ilurc 01-- r•::~11s a l ~o ;~~::e st1c> \.~_isclosl1rcs . 

T:vcr; · :'crson intcrrogateJ oral ly, l.Jy '::ritte::1 survcr or 

or 

sue i11forHa ~io11 s:'..J.11 rcsrcct to 

.11s rig:1t to fail to or r e.Eu:=::, to 

Ca rr:.,· 0 U t ti l C' ! ) TO V 1 S 1 0 !l S O f t: l i 5 t i l l C . " 

J 
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--~·-:~_::_:_ CONGRESS 
1_; __ ; ___ __ SESSION 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. ____ :L~~--IL1_C!_, __ ig_r_ __ ~ti:~;.'.:_<;J_[_ ___ introduced the following bill; which was ref erred 

I • 

. l,i•.: :s . .Jonian 2;1d ·:r. ::oy'..;11 
to the Committee on------- ----- ---------------------------

-

A .JEJIJLIL 
(Insert title of bill here) 

,. ,... ... , ... -:- , . :- ., r1 
- ~• \ V \.- I I -

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

2 States of America in Congress assembled, ·, 

J Titl:: I 

~::: C. . 

,• c: - •• - I '"',- • ' ' r -·- l'"',: ' . 1· '' r '• ', '· 7 

11 ... ·-"' .,,,- :: .... __ • r', C ,', - .-• • : ; I ,_ :_ ..:. :..• - I, I • . ' I . . V ... • ti : 

i:,s-:, -~i;·, 

2 a l ( a ) c f t :, e \' 0 ti il Gf 

( l ) st r i !:i n out "Prior to .: u c, :: s t ., 1~·7G, no:, 

a n C.: i r, s c r t i !1' J 11 
: : o II i n 1 i 2 u :1 e r f: G f .3 ·, ·.: 

S , C ··- _. , . , -~ ( - ) ..: ..... : - • -~ , • ,., . .., • 1:: .. , ,,. , , -.- o • 1. . , , .:, • • c .. u, ... ., o... 1 n 

J 2 t :: ri , i n a t i o n s i : a (1 
:; u n e r s ,.? c t i r, n -~- ( : ) o f t ·~ i s •. c 

c. n C: i n $ -:: r -:.. i n J i :, l i : u t : 1 2 r ; 0 f a - : r i t , . 

.c 
•-• I 

_; 
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TITLI II 

Sec. 201. 

' (l: :1'--~~:i~1;: :l[te:r ., __ ~c:::•!" j: :i:·~2 Lio:1s :·1a\tC 

to ' . . 1':,il C . l 

j ·,1 ,.J;;-1c1; t >ro;1:_::1 t t:: 

r- ". G.!.. 

r:; --- r- .&.. ...:. .:. ...... .... 

or locd 

. . s:1 .. _;-:.:: :.:t 10.:" 

State or su1,t1ivision 

t:ic \.;r:i.,i:Etj ::.t2.::cs :J:-~s 1_11:tcrj:,i:;1c .:1 t-: -: ~:-:: :10 s;1c~1 test or 

.... 
L . . !8 

o[ or abr ic~~ i:-ig ;;ccour,t .. 
r2cc OT color, or in COjrtr;i.vcntim"l o.: t:1.:- ~.1nrn;1tccs ;e; .---t 

fort:1 1n section 4(f)(l): 



a period of ten years a[tcr t;1c entry of n fi:101 

• , • 1 • r , sect 1011, \•.';1etner entereu prior to or. :-i, tcr tnc c:,act -

•··:-.•·1~ of t"11·s ·,1-:;1·"ri1·"1 )
11 .... ~--.1· ··11·n; --,n 

# • • .._ J L .. J u n b (.,.1. i , 1 l . t..,; LC: J . . J ·- ~ . '-' 

\ . 

L.:1r1 t deninls or 

<1Lriclr:1;1ents of t11e rig;1t to vote on ~ccount of race 

or color, or in contr:1vc11tion of t~1e .zu::ira;1tces set 

f () r t i1 in s C Ct i On 4 ( f) ( 1 ) ' t: iY Ou~ h t: l C ll s e O f t C s t s O r 

devices have occurred ;,ny,:~iere in t}1c territory of 

s u c :1 p 1 n inti ff . 11 
: 

::iction u1iL1cr t:ie first sentence of su>section ,: (a) 11
: a;1J 

t'.1e follm,inr-. r,ararran;1: 
'... ,A. ~ - J.. 

"If the _,\t tor;1ey Genera 1 

Jcte1L incs t'.1at i1e :12.s no reason to believe t11;:it any 

or tle:vice :ws , , 1-1c cn USCCl 

fi1inr, of an 

of suusection 4 (a) for the pttr;)osc or ·-:i t~i t'.1c effect of 

race or color, or in contravention of t:H: ~:1,ir2 11tecs set 

forth in section 4 (f) (1), :112 s:1al 1 co ;1~•'" l1t to tJ1e C'ntry 

of suc;1 judgr,ent. 1
'. 



., 

SEC. 202. Section ~(b) of t~c Votinu ~i9~ts ~ct of 

l ; r G i s :: i., 2 n C: -2 d ::i y ad c; i n 9 a t t '.1 e 2 nu o f t : 1::: f i rs -~ ~' J 1· ll 0 r a ;:i :-; • 

11 G n o r a ·f t 2 r :. :J Q 11 s t , l 7 : , i ,1 

~~dition to 2ny State or political su~Jivision of 2 S~at2 

shall apply in· any Stat2 or any political su:,divi:;ic,n o-f a 
.. ' ';: :1 l C 11 

l e s s t ii a n 5 0 p e r c e n t u r11 o f t ~1 e p e r s o n s o f v o t i n c:; a e :·: E r € 

reg i s t ere d on ; love r.i 0 er l , 1 :fl 2 , .or t :1 it l 2 s s t '.1 an 5 J p 2 r c 2 n tun; 

of su ~h rersons in the presidential 

: l o v 2 r:1 l:i e r 1 9 7 2 . " 

2l2ctio11 of 

2 c t i o ii 4 of t he \' o t i n 9 :-: i (1 t s r, c t o f l 0 G 3 

i s a r1; 2 :1 8 e d t, y a d d i r, g t ; , e f o l 1 o t! i n g n •= 1: s 11 L-. s 2 c t i o n : 

"(f)(l) 

c: c n i e d t he r i g h t u nd e r the f o u r teen th an j f i ft e en t :; 

a r, e n d rn e n t s t o v o t e i n a n y F e o e r a 1 , S t a t e , o r l o c a 1 

e 1 2 ct i on l.J e cause of hi s i n a I:., i l i ty to r cad , ~-· r i t P. , 

understand, or interpret any ratter in the English 

langua~e. The Congress ~ere~y ~2clar~s t~at to secure 

the r i g ht s of c i t i z en s o f S r, a :1 i s '.; c ::- J ,~ :. :1 o \" o t :::· :. : : 

Fe~eral, State, and local Alections it is necessRry to 

.... 
I/ 



., 

- -- ------------

,.___,, 
C .., 

p r o !1 i b i t t h e S t a t e s a n d p o 1 i t i c a 1 s u b d i v i s i o n s f r o r:, 

c o n d i t i on i n s t h e r i g :·, t to v o t e o f s i, c :1 c i t i z e n s o n 

ability to read, write, understand, or interpret any 

r.1atter in the English language. 

II ( 2) To a s s u re t :1 c1 t t h e r i h t o f s u c h c i t i z e n s 
,· " 

of the United States to vote is not ~enied or ahrid~e~, 

no citizen of Spanish' crigin s!ic1ll 1:, e denied the ric:!-:t 

to vote in any F2deral, . Stat~, or local 2l2ction t<>ca 1Jse 

o f h i s fa i 1 u re t o c o ri p 1 _v \·/ i t h a n _,, t e s t o r d ? ,v i c 2 , a s ,J, -: -

f i n e d i n ,.: il r a g r a :'.I h ( 3 ) o f t '.1 i s s :.: 1) s c> c t i o !1 , i n a n .'-' S t :> t <: 

1·.= i th r~ s fl e ct to ,.-, hi c '1 deter rd n at i on s h v e t, e en r. ad e u n e r 

subsection (b} or in any political subdivision with re-

ti ( .., ' ..) J 

I t •• , .:.!. 
U If I ""' • 

w 2 v i c e II s :1 a 1 l a 1 s o :-· 2 a n , i r, ,: ,~ d i t i o n t o -:: ~. 2 r r o v i s i o n s o f 

i n s o r 1~ e s i s t r a t i e; n n o t i c e s , r :: s i :; t r u -:. i o n f o r ::: s , c r v o '~ i :1 : 

or registration instructions :o voters only in ~he :~0lish 

lanJua9e :·:it:·,out ;:irovi~ing print2d translations of suc'.1 

ta1lots, votin~ or registration notic2s, re9istration 

for i:lS , or v o ti n g or r g i strati on i n s tr u ct i on s i n t :1 e 

Spanish lan~uage ,:ith resp~ct to t:ie ol r2si,'.ential election 

occurring ,in :'.ov2n~·er l'.:;72 or an_v election occurrin~ aft.?r 

s u c h pre s i cl e n ti a l e l e c t i on \·: lJ e re t ;, '.:'J i rec tor o f t '.; e C f. r: s u '. 

J 2 t 8 r lfi i n e s t ha t :-.~ore th a n f i v e e r c 2 n tu r.i o f t ~, 2 n :: ;- :; n s o • 

voting age residing in sue~ ~tate er rolitical su~Jivision 
are of Sranish ori:::in_ :.". 

i.:, 
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SEC . 2 O 4 . Sect i on 5 of t i1 e Vo ti n i g !1 ts ,!\ct of l 9 6 5 

i s a rn e n d e d by a d d i n g a ft e r II i: o v e r;; Ii e r l , l 9 C 8 , 11 t :1 e f o l lo ,,Ji n g : 
11 or \! h c 11 ever a St a t e or pol i ti c ii l sub J i vi s i on ,-: i th res p e ct 

t o \'! h i c h t Ii e p r o h i b i t i o n s s e t f o r t h i n s e c t i o n 4 ( a ) b a s e d 

upon deter~inations ~ade unrl~r t~e third i~ntence of 

section 4 ( b) are i n effect sh a 11 enact or see I: to ad mi n i st er 

any voting qualification or prcr~quisite to voting, or 

standard, practice, or proce~ure ,:ith respect to votin9 

d i f f e re n t f r om t h a t i n f o r c e o r e f f e c t o n : : o v e in~: e r l , 1 7 2 , 11 
• 

s t C . 2 0 5 . • s P. Ct i O Ji s 3 and G Of t :i e V () t i n g i g h ts ' /', C t 

o f l J G 5 a re e a c :1 a r:1 e n d e d by s t r i U n g o w: 11 f i f t 2 e n t h a n d m c n t 11 

ea c Ii t i 11 e i t a r pears and i n s c rt i n 9 i n 1 i e u t ii 2 re of II fourteen t :, 

SEC . 2 0 C . Sect i on s· 2 , 3 , t ;1 e second '.) a rag rap h of 

s~ction ~(a), . 4(d), 5, 6, and 13 of t:1c '!ot~ns '.1i~hts !\ct 

2- c co u r/ c a f r a c (? o r col o r " c a c li t i 1-:: e i a ::i :: 2 rs t '.1 e f 0 l l c • . .' i n ¢ : 

11 or i n con';: raven ti on of t: 1 e: :, c: r?. n t 2 s s set for~~ i n 

~0ction 4(f)(l) 11
• 

Act ·-
t :~ i S .i~;BJilt C r 

~rovisic~ to ot~er persnrs or circu ~st2 ~ces shall not be 

affected by ,such determination. 
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TITLE III 

Sec. 301. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is amended by 

adding at the end of Title II the following new section: 

"Sec. 206. (a) Prior to August 6, 1985, no State 

or political subdivision,~hall provide ballots, voting 

or registration notices, registration forms, c;;r voting 

or registration instructions, or voting or registration 

assistance to voters in English only, if more than 5 per 

centum of the persons of voting age of such State or poli-

tical subdivision are of any single mother tongue other 

than English, as determined by the Director of the Census, 

based on the 1970 decennial census: PROVIDED, That the 

illiteracy rate in the English language of the members 

of the group of pers1ons protected by this section 

re{ iding in such .State or political subdivision is equal 

1:,7ora h . h. • 'd ·11· • h 1· h to or~~..:..:> tan t e nat1onw1 e 1 1teracy rate int e Eng is 

this subsection, illiteracy is defined as failure to com-

plete 5 grades of schooling. The determination of the 

Director of the Cepsus under this subsection shall not be 

subject to ( eview in any court, and shall be 

publicati~ in the Federal Register. 

effective upon 

II (b) Any State or political subdivision subject to the 

provisions of subsection (a) of this section, shall provide 
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to voters written ballots (or sample ballots}, registra-

tion forms, voting or registration notices , voting or re-

gistration instructions, and voting or registration assis-

tance in the mother tongue of the applicable group of per-

sons, as defined in subsection (a} of this section. 

II (C} Upon publication in the Federal Register of such 

list of all States and political subdivisions determined 

by the Director of the Census pursuant to subsection (a}f 

the Attorney General shall notify such State or political 

subdivision that it may be subject to the provisions of 

this section. The Attorney General shall inform the chief 

legal officer of such State or political subdivision that 

in order to establish that it is not subject to this sec-

t1on, such State or political subdivision must provide 

the Attorney General within 60 days of receipt of the 

Attorney General's notice sufficient evidence to ·establish 

-that such State or political subdivision did provide to 

voters ballots, voting or registration notices, registration 
j . 

forms,(.:;} voting or registration instructions1 and voting 

and registration a?sistance in the mother tongue of the 

applicable group of persons, as defined in subsection (a} 
\.&l;H,·,n Zo cl ... y! oP ,cc.,~f'~or ~,•:h c1.:',le""c1 

o f th i s s e c t ion . .A..s--soen--aS::::..LS:::.p r a-c t:"1.--cB 0 l -e ~crf ~re--s. ... 

the 

Attorney General shall determine whether the State or poli-

tical subdivision has submitted sufficient evidence to cs-
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tablish that such State or political subdivision has 

satisfied the requirements of subsection. (b) of this 

section. If the Attorney General determines that such 

State or political subdiv{sion has not established that 

it has satisfied the requirements of subsection (b) of 

this section, he shall certify that such jurisdiction is 

subject to the provisions of subsection (b) . 

lication in the Federal Register, and shall be reviewable 

in the United States District Court for the District of 

Columbia. - An action pursuant to this provision shall be 

heard and determined by a court of three judges in accor-

dance with the provisions of section 2284 of Title 28 

and a~ appeal shall be to the Supreme Court.". 

Sec. 302. Section 203 of the Voting Rights Act of 

1965 is amended by adding after "in violation of section 

202," the following; "or (c) undertakes to de·ny the 

rights protected by sectiori· 206.". 

fORo 

i., 
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REMARKS OF HERMAN J}ADILLO_ INTRODUCTION OF THE VOTING 
RIGHTS ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1975 

U.~. 5 5S2-
Mr. Speaker: I am today introducing legislation, with 

my distinguished colleagues, Ms. Jordan and Mr. Roybal, 

to extend and expand the coverage of the V?ting Rights 

Act of 1965. In brief, the purposes of this bill are 

(1) I • • to extend the temporary provisions of the Voting 

Rights Act for an additional ten years and to make the 

ban on literacy tests permanent; (2) to provide for the 

expansion of the coverage of the Voting Rights Act to 

jurisdictions which have denied or abridged the right · 

to vote of persons of Spanish origin; and (3) to address 

the voting problems of other language minorities. 

The legislation we introduce today represents a care-

ful review of the excellent testimony which has been pre-

sented to the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Civil and 

Constitutional Rights - and the various .-comments and sug-:-

gestions which have been offered regarding proposed amend-

ments which had been introduced earlier this session by 

mysej f, Ms. Jordan, and Mr. Roybal. This bill also reflects, 

in part, the recent proposals made by the Department of 

Justice. The cooperat·ion and assistance which has been 

extended by the Justice Department in attempting to draft 

amendments to the Voting Rights Act for the purposes out-

lined in this bill has been greatly appreciated. 

Mr. Speaker, during the ma"y days of hearings which have bee n 
~-
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held by the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Civil and 

Constitutional Rights, the need for this legislation has 

been clearly and dramatically established. Nearly every 

witness before that Subcommittee voiced concern about 

the forms of discriminatory voting practices used to deny 

persons of Spanish origin 'their right to vote or to mini-

mize the effect of their vote. The Subcommittee has been 

provided substantial documentary evidence of pervasive 

discrimination in voting with respect to persons of Spanish 

origin. Specific instances of voting discrimination against 

~exican-Arnericans in the Southwest, Puerto Ricans in the 

Northeast cited during these hearings are of the same 

character and effect of those which led to the original 

enactment of this Act. And, the principle of extending 

coverage of the Act to persons of Spanish origin was sup-, 

ported by the Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights, 

the Lead , rship Conference on Civil Rights and other respected 

' individuals and organizations. My colleagues and I have 

introduced this bill today so that Members of the House 

and other interested parties max review its provisions 

during the upcoming ~ecess. We believe this bill represents 

a rational, effective and constitutional approach to this 

question. It is supported by the National Congress of His-

panic American Citizens ·~nd other national organizations 

representing the Spanish community. It is our hope that the 
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Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional Rights will 

use this bill as the vehicle for dealing with the issues 

which have been brought to its at tent ion.,· ,· 

Under title I of the \egislation in troduced today, 

the temporary provisions of the Voting Rights Act would 

be extended for an additional ten years. In addition, 

the bill provides for a permanent ban on lite racy tests. 

In this respect, the bill is identical to H.R. 939 intro-

duced by Chair~an Rodino and Mr. Edwards, the Chairman of 

the Subcommittee on Civil and Constitutional Rights~ -

Title II of the bill provides for the e xpansion of the 

coverage of the Voting Rights Act to jurisdictions which 

have denied ot abridged the right to vote of persons of 
' Spanish origin. The proposed . amendments contaiD,0d_: in this 

titlJ provide a triggering mechanis~ -which would bring _. 

jurisdictions within the coverage of this Act ifi - (1) th e re 

are large concentrations of persons of Spanish origin; (2) 

certain election and registration materials were printed 

only in English in 1972; and (3) less than 50 percent of 

the persons of voting age voted in the presidential election 

of November 1972. 

The amendments which are made by this title conform, 

in large pa~t, to -the format of the Voting Rights Act and 

ctosely parallel the provisions of the original Act and the 
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1970 amendments enacted by the Congre ss. They are, th e re-

fore consistent with the operation of th e Act since 1965. 

However, the proposed amendments are different in two 

respects: First, the bill would add a ne.w." subsection (f) 

to section 4 of the Act to extend the prote ction of the Act 
I 

to persons of Spanish origin based on th e ir right to vote 

under the fourteenth and fifteenth amendme nts to the Con-

stitution. This new provision states that "No -citizen 

of Spanish origin shall be denied the right under the 

fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to vote in any federal, 

State, or local election because of his inability to read, 

write, understand, or interpre~ any matter in the English 

language." Specifically, this provision would: 

1) prohibit the States or political subdivisions from 
·conditioning the right of such citizens to vote on their 
ability to read, write, understand, or interpret any 
matter in the: Engli~h - lafiguage . 

2) J odify the definition of term "test or devise" to 
also mean any practice or requirement by which a State 
or political subdivision provided all election and r e gis-
tration material in the English language only without 
providing printed translations in the Spanish language 
for the presidential election of 1972 a nd where more 
than five percent of the voting age population residing 
in that State of political subdivision were of Spanish 
origin; and 

3) provide that any State or political subdivision de-
termined to have maintained such a test or device would 
be subject to the provisions of sections 4(a) and (b) 
of the Act 

I have included with this statement a list of those 

jurisdictions which would be covered by these proposed 

amendments. 
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Secondly, these amendments would be e na cted under the 

authority of the fourteenth amendment as we ll as the fif-

teenth amendment to further strenghten the constitutional 

basis for the Act. In this regard, the bill amends certain 

operative provisions of the Voting Rights Act to insure 
r 

the applicability of those provisions to jurisdictions 

newly covered under the proposed ame ndments. 

The title would also broaden the Atto r ne y General's 

discretionary authority under section 3 of the Act. Pre-

sently, section 3 authorizes the Attorney General to insti-

tute a proceeding in the courts under any statute to enforce 

the guarantees of - the fifteenth amendme nt in those juris-

dictions not automatically covered by the trigger mechanism 

of the Act. If it is found that violations have occurred 

which justify equi ~able relief, the court is authorized 

to apply -certain r~medies provided for in the Act. The 
j 

addition of the fourteenth amendment in this section would 

allow the Attorney General, when in his judgme nt substantial 

evidence exists that any State or political s ubdivision is 

denying or abridging the right of any citi zen to vote, to 

bring suit and seek to have certain provisions of the Act 

~apply in such State or political subdivision. In this s e nse, 

section 3 of the Act would be nationwide in scope and appro-

priately more universal in ~ts coverage to in s ure that the 

Attorney General could take -such steps as he d eemed necessary 
' 

to ' prevent the denial or abridgement of the right to vote of 
f0RD i~ 

C) ~-
.., 7 
'C « -c 
'ti 
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any citizen wnywhere in the United States. 

Fin~lly, Mr. Speaker, title II of the proposed bill 

contains Q spec ific separability clause with respect to 
. bi I/ . 

the amendments made by this t.,/_•Z:-::!.-e to the ··Act. This separa-
c 

bility clause is of particu~ar importance in this bill be-

cause it should be the demonstrable intent of Congress that 

the extension of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 not be im-

paired by a challenge to the constitutionality of the pro-

visions of this bill which would expand the coverage of 

t he Act. Simj 1 Ar ly it should be demonstrable ' that: it is _ 
for+;MS 

t he intent u l Congres s that valid ""?:r.:ft:'i--o-::3 of , the Amendment 

expanding coverage of1 the Voting Rights Act are separable 

from any portion •; ,)ich might be held unconstitutional. 

The fundame11ldl determination in weighing the separa-

bility of valid ~nd invalia ~sections -of an act rest~ : on the 
j 

intent of tlje Con1:p·ess . · The inclusion of . a separability 

clause in an act creates . a presumption of separabiLity to 

which the courts will give great - weight. · Therefore - this 

bill specifically states Congressional - intent that - the pro-

visions of the Voting Rights Act, as amended, - are separable 
,. 

from title II of this bill. 

•ritle IJI of the proposed bill is a ·variation of a recent 

Justice Department proposal. It would amend title II of 

1-hc Voting Rights Act of 1965 to ban the use of English only 

elecLion and ~egistration 1nat0rials and assistance until 1985 

in those States and politjcal subdivisions not covered by 
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the special provisions of the Act, but which have a sub-

stantial concentration of persons whose mother tongue is 

other than English and where the illiteracy rate of such 

persons in English is below the nationwide,-illiteracy rate 

in English for all persons -0f voting age. There is evidence 

that although other language groups do nto suffer from the 

same pervasive voting discrimination which has been demon-

strated for persons of Spanish origin, they do register and 

vote in fewer numbers than their English-speaking neighbors. 

Therefore, this provision would provide some assistance . to 

these groups, with a minimum of federal intrusion into state 

affairs and without s~tting into operation all of the strin-

gent requirements of other sections of the Voting Rights Act. 

Such a provision is a constitutional exercise of Congress' 

Fourteenth a'nd Fifteenth Amendment powers. Al though data 

on the jurisdictions which would be covered by this pro-

vision is not presently readily available, a review of re-

cently provid d 1970 Census data on mother tongue compila-

tions clearly indicates that this factor, when combined 

with literacy level skatistics being compiled by the Census 

Bureau will focus the provisions of this title on only those 

jurisdictions where a demonstrable need for such protection 

has been established. This title also contains a "bail-out" 

provision and provides that determination made by the Attorney 
• ; ·: t :~ 

General under its provisions are reviewable in the courts . 

.., . 
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At this point I would like to include in the Record 

the text of this bill, a section-by-section analysis, and a 

list of those jurisdictions which would b~ ·covered by the 

proposed amendments to title I of the Voting Rights Act. 

J 

,. 

) 
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THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1975 

SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS 

To amend the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to 
extend and expand its coverage, and for 
other purposes. 

TITLE I 

Sec. 101. Extends the temporary provisions of the Act for an additional 

ten years. 

Sec. 102. Amends section 201 of the Act to provide for a permanent ban 

on literacy tests. 

TITLE II 

Sec. 201. Amends section 4(a) of the Act to provide for the suspension of 

tests and devices in those jurisdictions which are brought 

within coverage of the Act by operation of the amendment to 

section 4(b) and a new subsection 4(f). The "bail-out," pro-

vision is identical to that provided for newly covered juris-

dictions in tqe original provisions of the 1965 Act. 

Sec. 202. Modifjies section 4(b) of the Act by adding a 1972 trigger to the 
j 

Act. This provision would apply to any State or political 

subdivision which would be covered by the Act pursuant to the 

provisions of amendments to section 4{a) and a new subsection 

4(f) . relating to persons of Span~sh origin. The l~nguage used 

is identical (except for the date and one technical reference) 

to that used in the 1970 amendments to the Act for extension of 

coverage. 

Sec. 203. Amends section 4 of the Act by adding a new subsection (f) which 

extendi the protections of the Act to persons of Spanish origin 

based on their right to vote under the fourteenth and fifteenth 

i.., 
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amendments to the Constitution. Specifically, this , 

section: 

a) prohibits the States or pqlitical subdivisions 
from conditioning the right of such citizens to vote 
on their ability to read, write, understand, or inter-
pret any matter in the English language; 

b) modifies the definition of term "test or device" 
to also mean any practice or requirement by which a 
State or political subdivision provided all election and 
registration material i 1n the English language only with-
out providing printed translations in the Spanish lan-
guage for the presidential election of 1972 and where 
more than five percent of the voting age population 
residing in that State or political subdivision were of 
Spanish origin; and 

c) provides that any State or political subdivision 
determined to have maintained such a test or device would 
be subject to the provisions of sections 4(a) and (b) 
of the Act. 

Sec. 204. Amends section 5 of the Act to freeze the electoral laws 
and procedures of the newly covered jurisdictions as they 
were on November 1, 1972.and applies the pre-clearance 
provisions of section 5 of the Act to such jurisdictions. 

Sec. 205. Amends sections 6 and 13 of the Act by adding the four-

teenth 

Sec. 206. Amends 

\ 

amendment as a basis for enforcement of the Act. 

{ ections 2,3,4,5,6, and 13 of the Act by adding 

"or in contravention of the guarantees set forth in sec-

tion 4(f) (1)" after "race or color" to insure that the 

operative provisions of those sections will apply to any 

State or political subdivision ' covered under the Act pur-

suant to these amendments. 

Sec. 207. Specifically provides for the separability of the pro-

visions of amendments made by this title to the Act from 

existing provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 



Title III 

Sec. 301. Amends the Act by adding a new section 206 which 

would ban the use of English only election and 

registration materials in any State or political 

subdivision where more than five percent of the 

voting age popvlation were members of any single 

group whose mother tongue is other than English 

and where such group has an illitaracy rate in 

Se. ·302. 

the English language which is equal to or more 

than the nationwide illiteracy rate in the Eng-

lish language for all persons of voting age. Any 

such State or political subdivision would be re-

quired to provide such election and registration 

materials in the language of such persons. A 

determination by the Attorney General _under this 
' section would be reviewable in the courts. 

Amends section 203 of the Act to allow the Attor-

ney General to enforce section 206. 
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JURISDICTIONS IN WHICH MORE THAN 5 PERCENT OF THE 
POPULATION ARE PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN AND WHICH 
HAD LESS THAN 50 PERCENT VOTER PARTICIPATION IN 1972 

Voter Turnout 
1972 (%) ' , 

Spanish Origin 
1970(VAP) 

ARIZONA 

*Apache 

*Cochise 

*Coconino 

Maricopa•·.:.,_ 

*Mohave 

*Navajo 

*Pima 

*Pinal 

*Santa Cruz "-~ 

*Yuma 

CALIFORNIA ,} 

Kings -

Merced 

*Monterey 

Solano 

Tulare 

*Yuba . 

COLORADO .. 

El ·Paso- · 

---

36.7 6.9 

41. 6 24.6 

49.3 12.4 

49.5 .~ 11.0 ._ 

47.2 5.4 

41.5 10.l 

48.5 18.4 

37.8 30.2 

43"; 7 . .- 65.4 

37~0 19.5 

43.7 20.2 

47.4 19.4 

'18.2 16.2 
' 

49.1 8.8 

48.4 18.3 

43.3 6.0 

44.9 7.2 



FLORIDA 

Collier 

Dade 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hillsborough 

!-1onroe 

NEW MEXICO 

Curry 

McKinley 

Otero 

NEW YORK 

*Bronx 

*Kings 

*New York 

J. 

TEXAS - STATEWIDE 

254 Counties 

2-

Voter Turnout 
1972 (%) 

47.5 

45.0 

39.7 

43.3 

42.6 

46.0 

41.9 

42.8 

42.7 

43.7 

43.3 

4 6. 2. 

46.9 

' ·. 

Spanish Origin 
1970 (VAP) 

6.2 

9.3 

7.9 

5.1 

9.6 

12.5 

14.3 

20.2 

20.7 

16.9 

6.7 

6. 6 . 

13.9 

*Jurisdictions already covered by the Voting Rights Act. 




