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While on patrol S R 224, Deputy D. F. Spaur and ?-bunted Deputy Neff 
spotted a UFO about 50 feet off the ground over a heavily wooded area. This 
vehicle or object could and did move in any direction. I advised my sergeant, 
H. Shoenfelt, of wh.$t I had observed, having no camera of rrq own. '!he sergeant 
advised that I keep this (?) under observation and pursue same until we could 
contact a unit with a camera. '!he (?) was about 35 to 45 feet across the 
bottan and about 24 feet high. '!he (?) was very bright. '11\e (?) seemed 
suspended on a beam of light. '!he only soond that could be heard was a faint 
humming. This might have come from a power line. I was shook up at this time. 

We observed the vehicle or(?) go straight up to about 200 feet and start 
east. wa followed this craft or (?). It moved upward to about 500 feet and 
increased its speed to about 80 mph ground speed. followed the object. 
'lhe sergeant advised if possible to stay with this(?). 'lhere was not much 
traffic so I stayed with the(?). It increased its speed to 1U3 mph gromd 
speed. nte vehicle never made any attempt to lose us or to make any change 
of direction. t.e followed the (?) to just outside of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

We were about out of fuel as we spotted a Conway, Pa. Police Department 
car. After advising him of what we were chasing, he radioed his station. 
'Ibey contacted the airport. I got five gallons of fuel from this department 
and returned to my station. 

Signed: Dale F. Spaur, #15 April 17, 1966 

POO..TAGB COUN'!Y SHERIFF INVESTIGATI<iq ~T 
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IN'mOD~TION, AND CONCLUSION 

'lb.is report documents the April 17, 1966 pursuit of an unidentified flying object 
from Portage County, Chio, to Conway, rennsylvania. 'Ihe event caught world-wide 
attention, United States Congressional interest, and the normal outpourings of the 
public's expressions of curiosity, skepticism, ridicule, sympathy, indignation, 
resignation, and (not exactly an "outpouring") apathy, which accanpany UFO sightings . 
The role of the United States Air Force •s "Project Blue Book,•• charged with the 
responsibility of investigation and evaluation of UFO reports, was publicized to 
an unusual degree, and a substantial portion of this report documents that as well . 

'lhe reader is cautioned to keep in mind the possible differences, or non-identity, 
among the Wlidentified flying objects mentioned herein. ParadoXically, it is easy 
to confuse mutual .unidentifiability as a conn:non trait, and identify b~o unidentified 
items. '!here are at least four sightings involved in the brief (l½hourJ APril 17 
chase, and it may be that they are all due to different objects. rt may also be 
that they are all due to conventional objects and natural phencmena of various (or 
of ,the same) sorts. All sorts of things '"may be." NICAP's position on this event 
is that a solid, unconventional, perhaps extraterrestrially designed, object was 
chased. 'lb.e Air Force's position, based on Project Blue Book's conclusion, is that 
the observation(s) were of Echo and Venus. 

Tue report is incomplete. Investigative leads are s till being followed up, and 
the controversy over the Air Force•s conclusion is sti ll alive . The account of 
the chase, transcripts of testimony, and written documents are intended to supplemeat 
each other; econany of time and materials ~or~ade extension. 

Transcripts contained herein are all fran tape recordings made in the presence of , 
and with the permission of, those being interviewed or those interviewing c•or•• ,, 
should be "and~•). 

A few not~s of grat itude are appropriate -- Carol Clapp, through her articles in 
the Ravenna (Ohio) Record-Courier (nearly thirty J kept Spaur's and Neff 's fellow 
citizens not only informed, but concerned. Tom Schley, reporter with the Beaver 
(.eennsylvania) County, Times, besides his usual fine articles, assisted with much of 
the investigative work I could not do, including interviews and leads. Sheriff 
Ross Dustman, portage Col.lllty, Ohio, made his office's facilities available for 
my work there. Congressman Wil limn Stanton and Common Pleas Court JUdge Robert 
Cook were decisive in getting much, that strcngly needed to be, accomplished. 

Since I have precluded a legitimate conclusion with my note on incanpleteness, 
I wil 1 only say that, "1hat has been done in this investigation, should never have 
had to have been done in the first place. I hope the materials in this report 
will help a little to make more of the same, less necessary. 

William Weitzel 
~nnsylvania thit Ill 
NICAP 
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nm CHASE 

(NOTE: Details in this accotmt are taken from about sixty hours of testimony, 
nearly all of it tape-recorded and/or in signed documents. Some of this material 
is reproduced in this Report.) 

Deputy Sheriff Dale F. Spaur's week had been an ordinary one, e..xcept that for 
two days before April 17, he had taken a brief vacation from his extra job, 
in construction work, to enjoy sane fishing and e~'tra sleep, more than his 
usual s:Lx hour per day average. Otherwise, it was a normal schedule of police 
work. On the evenin~ of the 16th, he had a couple of glasses of a beer-tomato 
juice mixture, a dinner of ·steak and eggs, took a 2-hour nap, awoke, and had 
two cups of coffee before reporting for duty at midnight, at the Portage County 
Sheriff's Office in Ravenna, Ohio. He was imraediately dispatched to check a 
prowler complaint; with the assistance of police from Mogadore, in southwest 
Portage County. Nothing was found. He received a call to pick up Wilbur Neff 
at the station. •tBarney" Neff is a local 'l'hermo-Ki.ng mechanic mo rides with 
regular Deputy :sheriffs men he has an o::.:,portunity, as a }bunted Deputy. Spaur 
returned to the station, fro~ whence he aid Neff were dispatched to answer a 
call about a car shearing a utility pole ne~r Atwater Cente,r, on Rte. 183. 'Ibey 
had the driver sent to a hos?ital, had the car -towed, and an Ohio Edison man 
came to fix the pole. '.[he deputies drove to Daerfield to get some coffee for 
the repainnan; it was a brisk morning. At the circle ?t:mp in Daerfield, they 
assisted a motorist whose car had broken down, and arranged to have it towed·. 
'111.ey returned with the coffee shortly before 5:00 :111 EST, about 4:45. 

While they were talking with the Oaio Edison man, they listened to radio traffic 
between Portage and Summit counties, concerning a woman in SUmmit County, Mrs. 
Harry Hays, who reported a brightly lighted object "as big as a house" flying 
over her neighborhood, from Akron. Ti.1.e object was too low to be a plane, and 
too high for a street light, she said. Jokes were exchanged, over the radio 
among the radio operators and deputies Spaur and Neff, and ~nth the repairman. 
Spaur had heard about •'flying saucers" before, but did not take them seriously. 

'lhe deputies left the scene of the accident and headed west on Rte.. 224, to make 
out an accident report at the hospital. then they reached a point on 224 (marked 
on the portage C0tm.ty map with arrows 1 and 2), tc.e.y saw a car parked on the 
berm on the south side of the road. 'Ihey turned arow7.d to investigate, and 
parked behind the car. It was a rusty '59 white For<l, a:9parently abandoned. 
(The. owner was found later.) AS part of regular proceclure, both men left their 
car, cruiser P~l3, with the engine running, in c~se quick pursuit would be 
necessary. ~~ff waited by the front of the cruiser while Spaur advanced. Spaur 
looked over his right shoulder to check the surroundings. 

'Jhrough the trees atop a small hill next to the berm, he noticed a light moving. 
It was coming from the west, toward them. At first he was mildly surprised, 
thinking, ''1·~11, that must be the UFO that's been talked abc .... t ! " The light came 
closer, and he called Neff's attention to it. It grew larger, ca~e near the 
trees, then rose and changed its course, coming over the trees, and moved over 
the road, right above where they were standing. It passed over the road to the 
north side (map position 2)(arrows are direction-vectors) 7 where it stopped• 
fifty to a htu"ldre.d feet up. Both Spaur and Neff were petrified with fear and 
astonishment. '1.'h.e object was too bright, a brilliant blue-white light "alnost 
as bright as a flash bulb", to look at for more than a few moments; it made 
Spaur's eyes water; but the thing was at least forty five feet across, perfectly 
round, and it lit up the ground around the cruiser "as bright as high noon. tt 
When Spaur involuntarily looked away from the object to the ground, he noticed 
that neither his clothes nor the grass were burning. He had not consciously 
expected burning, but he noticed its absence. After a short time both men, 
without saying a word, simultaneously entered the cruiser as quickly as they could. 



nu:: CHASE {two) 

'!he. title was 5 :07 ;11 ESL'. 

In 11antua Village, 18 miles northwest of P-13, Chief of Police Gerald Buchertp 
on patrol just outside of town to the south, on Rte. 44, had been hearing the 
radio traffic on the VFO seen in SUmmit Count~r, and :.a:_)pened to see a bright 
light in the sky to the southeast., At fh:st he thought it was a star, but it 
was much brighter thnn the other sta::s in the dawn sky, and did not twinkle. 
It was to the right of the moon, a..11.d somewhat above it. He watched for .: .. min,ute 
or two, but the object did not go anywhere. '.rt1.inking this might be the re!_)orted 
UFO, he drove to his horne and awakened his wife, to observe it with him. lfnile 
they watched, the object moved left and right, and up and down above and below 
nearby phone wires . From his front yard, it appeared farther away from the moon, 
still to the right, than when he had first seen it. i.fhen it moved left or 
right, it appeared like two saucers facing each other, and the forward -movi::ig 
edge tilted, in attitude, upward., ~-Tnen it was stopped, or moving up or down, 
it appeared to be spherical. His wife described it as a sphere with a ring 
around it, like Satum., when it moved left or righto No other features were 
visible, and it was just big enough to make out those me.i.-,,tioned . 

nuchert had with him a Brownie Starmite camera, used in his police work. He. 
took t...l-tree pictures of the object, one of it a!.or".e, or.e with the moon in the 
framing area, and one with a nearby telephone pole in the area. He telephoned 
a report into the Sheriff's Office; by this time there was excited talk on the 
co.r radio about: Spaui· and Nci:f chasing sot. c/1-h.ing. Having made his report, Chiof 
Buchert returned to his regular duticao 'l'he object had not gone awo.y . ~s wife 
stopped watching it. T'ne time was about 5 :20 ,'IM. 

Back to 5 :07 -- '11his thing could go~ :'.ike I said before, it could change its angle, 
and then it would move foreward with ti.'1.e front tilted dot-J:'_ward, and this is why 
we pursued it, so no one would say -c,e 1d ea.ten too aany cookies at the wrong 
tirae, or sor.1ething. The light dic1nvt h&vc ru1y effect on us; of course, your . : 
adrenalin comes up pretty good. I started sweating; I di.dn vt know what was going 
to happen. It didn't harm either tr1;self or my partner. Of course, we made a dash 
for the car. I dor,.•t know what we were gonna do once we got in it. I radioed 
the desk. This is whe-q the sergeant asked us if we could observe the vehicle; 
I told him we could, very well. w.:: watched it climb; w~ turned everything off 
in the car completely. 'Ih.ere was sort o::: a i.ti.isper 02l1ind a humning noise, which 
seemed to come fro,.u the object. 'rt',is thing went straight up to about 250 or lf00 
feet nnd cane back to the south side of the highway, directly overhead . " (Spaur 4/17 ) 

'Ihe serge.ant, H. Shocnfelt, instructed Spaur to keep the WO under observation 
until a camera car could arrive. !•lhile they watched, the object moved from 
directly overhead to a point just over the center of the road, about 150 feet 
ahead, and "checked" its travel~ hovering perfectly still. Spaur started the 
car down the road toward it. He could see now that it was from 18 to feet 
thick, top to bottom. It was rounded on the botto:n:; the top could be seen 
dirnly silouetted against the sky. The botto-.:n and edges we.re a brilliant blue 
white color, and the road was illuminated underneath the object . Spaur had 
noticed that when it elevated, the hurrmiing noise had gone up in pit "1, and the 
briehtne.s::: hud incre. , s:.~ .. When 'i:.:.. UlO moved from the south side of the road , 
over the.ra, to its center at ,1 distance, the spot of light on the ground seemed 
thrown bcllind it, and tho ob jcct:. til tcd do,•m in its f orwar'1 '1i,,;eQt;i.on of travel# 
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T"r,3 CUil.SE {three) 

(See map position 3) As t:!:te men moved forw""rd in P-13, the UFO rose to about 
500 feet a,.-,,d receded frcn them slowly. 'rt-..ey sped up . 'I.he UFO sped up. This 
jerky acceleration t•:as ::e.peatcd several tir:1es untii, within about a mile, they 
were traveling about 80 mph, still behind the object. Deputy Sheriff Robert Wilsor .. 
Rndio Operator-, thinking this would -:,c :i 1_:;ood opporti.mity to see whether flying 
saucers were Heather balloons, suz::,- Spaur use his 044 Magnum; he declined. 
Sgt. S:1.ocnfclt commented, somewhat iig. -tly, that it would be well not to "agitate" 
the object. Spau:- 's seriouaness was cpic:dy ccr:anunicated to the men in the 
station, however, and they were all becor.1~ng quite e.."<cited . Uilso."1 turned on 
the intercora so t.'11,ose at distant points within the st2.tion could hear his traffic. 

~,;:hen P-13 got to Rte. 133, Spaur had '.::o na!ce n. quick tt:...-n; he chose to go south . 
1ne object stop,ed, just off 224, over a field (4). Wh.en Sl_)aur turned back on 
224, about a mile :Zu..-thcr, he ~nd r-:~ff wc.· __ :.e.d the object ccme south, cross the 
:::-oad, and make a turn to the c.::.st .::.bout :.-;..:::.::red yards fro:.:i the road . It was 
still illuminating the gr01.::1.d.. o-rvi.lle sc.:..:::-::-y, P.c".dio c;::;<~rntor of the Sheriff •s 
Off ice in the Colu:ubioc c.:·;.:n-::y Jai in -_..:.::'bo11., C...'1.io, • .ec.::d Spaur say the UFO 
was lighting the rc.2.d so well thct ·11c w·~·.::c:-. vt h.::.vc nt:ccec. headlights; when it 
passed over a co~str1.1.c·don site ne~r .\tw ........ c!' Cc.-.-~, .. :::, i:: lit U? a large crane . 
It nai.ntained its dist.::.ncc from t.i.e read -::--:.';;:":,_ :?-I.3 n.c:::.red 2~rlir?. =-.eservoir; 
the...'1. it rose a~aira, to ::.early a tc.ous~ .. d .'.:ce.:, a.,d c-r-osszc '.::he road to the north , 
before the twist, ~t the resc:rvoir. (See 7, 8.) It rcm~ined due north for a 
few ninutes; Spaur cou:c cc~ i c 01.:·:: l.::.s :c:.:t wi:idow c.s they head.:;C: clue east; t hen 
it crossed the ro.:.d a:;ai-r .. ·.:o • ... 1"'" zc:.:·.:h, be::or t: . .:.y reached ca..fie_d (9, 10) . 
(It should D(.. ........ :_.,: ...... "' i.z"'c t> .. t.t bc/:h r.1en. wc:-e wel: r.wc:.r-c of the ~!1c:-.o::,:mon of 
relative raotion, cue ·::o observe:: orientz:::.on cLC.'1[;eS, of dist...._.;; objects; ·they 
mentioned this, as 't.7.:!ll, in their teJtimo-:1y.) 

~1.c UFO w.:.s now movir._z at a... altitL..=e of ~0out 1000 fe.et, and Spaur~s ground 
spwd was nc~rly 100 r.1:,!1G ?or·::u:..1.::?.tely, -.::"l!e ro.:.d w<1s cle::i.r, with hardly 2:i..y 
trnffic at this ti:ne of mor:1i:-.~. "Cr.:f ortunately, how(:;ver, dt:z to the necessity 
for close a.ttc .. -::idn to the :-equire::1ents cf t·::e pursuit, and th~ excitement of 
those in radio statio~s nonitoring their pos_~ion ca!:s, a mi:x:up occu_re.d which 
hampered acquiri!'.g ph.otogra-;_,hic evi.dc:ice. Both 1.avcnna end Salen, 0:1.io radio 
operators pointed out thct, when S:?:..ur said he uas c!!. Rte. l'-i- (saac he.re. as 22L:-) 
or "on 14 crossing 534,," th~y ir..te.!"p: .. :etec this -::o ee~ Rte. 14A, ,:/...1.ich was once 
Rte. 14. .534 crosses both roads; ll: . .:'.., near s.:..:. .. ,:::-:. ':hose who did try to intercept 
or join in the. purs-:.ii t, or use camzras, ~,ere frustre.tec1. 'I!.'l.e ca:1era car sent by 
Portage County had been o~tdistance.d ~::.1<2.n ?-:.3 re.ncl.e.d : -':oning Cot.mty (Berlin 
Reservoir). D2puty Sheriff· Th::..V;.;.. 3ro-::h2rs of co.,_ur.-::..,:: .. ~:12. '.:;ounty was waiti:l . .:; 
outside of Salen on 14.A; wh~n he he.a.rd Spa1.::.r, or Ne.:.:~ say th'"'y we.re at Ca.'1.field, 
h.e realized whr..t hc.:i l1appe.ned, a."1 tried to reach c ::,;:..t:ter vantage point by driving 
east on 14.\, but it °\, ..... s too late. 

W:1.en. P..13 reach.e.d cc1n::ield, the u70 m:.s noving fa::.::hcr a.."1d fc.rther south, still 
nm,.7.ing east, to their right,, ::eff, w~1.o is fa.-::iliar with the roacs in that area, 
had Spaur turn right onto a traffic arc that by?asses Canfield . t'h.en they did 
this, the UFO kept on going a bit, t~e ro2d ahead of them (l:); then, as 
they proceeded south, it ci.1.a.:1gec i·cs course ~""?.d ca:ne back a.'!iead of theu, ,(12), to the 
south, before the by:;:- . .:s actuaEy bega:.c its curve . They followed the road mitil 
they could turn south a~ain, a::1d headed due ..,out.11 down 14-46, with the i.JFO ahead• 
of them to the south. 
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THE CHASE (four) 

1ne deputies noted, and broadcast, that when they had to slow down for traffic 
lights, or other encumbrances, the UFO would slow also, as if to wait for them. 
This happened several times before the end of the chase, except near Rochester, 
when it went CNer a hill, but even then, and particularly then, when they 
emerged frcxn obscuring object::;, it had dropped and was hovering, "in wait.n 
'!he deputies, mainly Spaur, were getting worried now. OJ:Ville Scarry heard 
their concern over no one else con·oborating their observations, lest they 
be thought lying. "Boy is this wierd," Robert Wilson noted as a frequently 
repeated comment. More details were bccomin~ apparent, as the object was 
better seen by reflected daylight (the sun rose at 5:20), and its silhouette 
had better contrast with the sky. 'D:1ey noted a projection, about. 18 feet long 
and a foot or so wide at its base on the trailing top portion of the-object; 
this "antenna" tilted to the rear a..'ld tapered to a near point. '1hey saw this 
chiefly when the UFO changed speed or direction . The top appeared dor.1e-shaped, 
except, according to Spaur (Neff disagrees only with this feature of the UFO's 
description), for a sharp drop-off near the "antenna". 'Uu~ front top half was 
still brilliantly self-illuminated, and so was the top tip of the rear, but 
now they could see a satiny metallic finish to the rest of the top. Spaur 
turned off his radio once or twice to check for the htnUming noise; he still 
heard it. Neff kept his head close to the windshield , watching the UFO high_.above. 

AS P-13 neared Columbiana, the UFO, getting distant , again changed its velocity, 
as if to keep with them; this was at the intersection of Rte. 165 (E-W) and 
Rte. 14-46. 

In Columbiana, Patrolman Jack Hnines was searching for a camera. He acquired one, 
but the deputies had passed, with a near disa.stcr. The. UFO had turned left* onto 
(over) Rte. 14 where it goes left at a large intersection, of Rtes. 164 and 14A. 
m1en Spaur made a left turn, the cruiser hit gravel and nearly went off the 
road. Spaur is an excellent driver, however; he once raced cars, and has never 
(or had never, until April 17) lost in a pur3uit. He negotiated the turn, and 
followed the UFO, which was going southeast now, over Rte . 14 toward Ulity. 

East Palestine Patr;olman Wayne Huston, in cruiser OV-1, got into radio contact 
with Spaur. He parked his car, engine running, by Rte. 14, north of East Palestine, 
and asked Spaur whet:e to look. Spaur replied, ''Look out your left window, and up." 
Huston was standing by his car, talking with the extension microphone (standard 
equipment). Ile looked up 14 to the northwest, and saw a bright light approaching. 
'Ihe light took on detail. 'When it flew straight CNerhead, fror.i the northwest 
(300°), it was going so fast, and so high, he could not study it , but he saw 
a "partly melted ice cream cone" shape; flattened dome, self-illuminated, and 
brilliant cone underneath. The cone, however, seemed not to be solid, but more 
like a tapered light beam. diffusing through smoke. The cone was bent to the 
rear,of the direction of travel. 

P-13 was just behind the object (on the ground). Ruston watched them fly by, 
then jumped into his cruiser and took pursuit. It took several minutes to catch 
up. BY this time, the chase had continued to pe.nnsylvania Rte. 51, and the road 
was heading downhill, toward distant hills. Huston asked his station to call the 
~nnsylvania State Police Barracks at Chippewa, which they did. The men had . 
gotten out of range of Portage County radio, an<l calls were being relayed through 
Ol."Vil le Scarry, in Lisbon. Scarry began logging the chase at 5 :35, when P-13 
was at the state line. There was no hope now of getting nn Chio cruiser to 
join the men. 

* About 100° 



nm CHASE (five) 

At the Chippewa, Pa. State Police Barracks, Trooper Antonio J . Taglienti, at 5:35, 
received a phone call with a number of requests: call the airport; find out if 
anything is on their radar; have interceptors sent up; assign a ~nnsylvania car 
to assist . Trooper Taglienti called the airport: "Nothing on our radar --
only available planes too fast -- will try to get visual contact from other 
aircraft. 0 He could hear the chase traffic over his telephone: "1he thing is 
stil 1 above us." i·hile he was trying to muster aid, he heard the cruisers roar 
by; he looked out the window, but saw nothing unusual . No cruisers were near 
enough to help . 

P-13 and OV-1 approached Brady's Run Park, a few miles out of Beaver, Pa. 
The UFO approached steep hills near the road. The road got quite narrow. 
A red Volkswagen came toward the park exit and hit a traffic light treadle . 
1.ltree trucks were coming toward the intersection from the east, and two more 
loomed in front of the cruisers. nuston put on his siren. 'J.he light changed 
to red, the UFO went up to 2000 feet, passed over the hill, and dropped behind 
it, to their left. When P-13 and OV-1 got through the intersection, they 
thought they had probably lost the object, but they had a good deal of momentum. 
left, and , hoping to see it on the other side of the hills, they continued down 
the narrow highway toward RocJtester. 

Just past Fallston, they passed through a railroad underpass, and the road 
widened. Huston had been giving Spaur intense attention, instructinr; him 
as to tums coming up. AS they got out in. the open, they spotted the object Ct'B 
near Rochester. Huston was th0 first to notice it; Spaur hnd been watching 
him in his _rear view mirror, and saw OV-1 nose down suddenly. "'lb.ere it is!" 
ll.Uston cried. Spaur looked ahead and saw the object directly ahead, hovering 
apparently still, over the highway. It had come down to a few htmdred feet 
and, as before, appeared to be waiting for them. Spaur noticed that its apparent 
size was larger than that of his rear view mirror. 

AS they approached it, the object went straight up rapidly to about a thousand 
feet, then took off horizontally, ahead of them. 1hey followed it into Freedan 
and tOW'ards Conway. Rte. 51 had changed to 65. 1he object diminished in size • 
.:rust before it took off horizontally, Ruston caught sight of a projection on the 
top, on the right side. (NOTE:: This would be consistent with earlier descriptions 
of the projection "to the rear'', considering their speed, and that the highway -
turns left into Roehester, about a mile after the Fallston underpass.) 

Spaur was receiving calls from Portage Cotmty, relayed through Lisbon, to 
return to base. He was running low on fuel, and his carburetor mixture was 
not rich enough at hii:;h speeds ("suckimg air"). He said he would turn around . 
By this time they were approaching Conway. Spaur saw a police cruiser parked 
across the highway, up ~ead. 

Conway Policeman Frank panzanella had been heading home, off duty, when (about 
5 :40) he saw what he thought was a burninir. airplane heading toward him , atop 
a hill next to Rte. 65. He drove dovmhill to escape a collision • .'IDe object 
was ccni.ng in his direction, from the southwest. fl?, he reached the bottcx:. of 
the hill and turned left, he saw, frcm his left window, a large , glowing object 
move across his field of view from the west, away fran him, but headed south . • 
It appeared to be about 35 feet across, looked sor.1c thing like a bisected football , 
and near the rear rim of the oval bottcm, had several dark-circled light areas . 
A projection went off the object, away fra:n him, at its rear . It might have been 
tilted, with a bottcm view toward him, but it didntt make much sense to him. 
He drove to an Atlantic service station ne..v::t to Rte. 65 and parked his car. 
i-b.en he got out, he saw the object move out over the Northern Lights Shopping 
center , east of him. 



TH& CHASE (six) 

The object appeared to Parni:anella to be about an inch across at arm's length. 
1Ie moved to the southeast corner of the station to get a closer look. J\lst 
then P-13 and OV-1 pulled up beside his car. The officers got out and asked 
if Panzanella had seen the object. 0 What object, 0 he replied; it had seemed 
so strange to him he was reluctant to admit seeing it. l-A1en they told him they 
had chased it in from Chio, he called John neigp.ey, Rochester Police Radio 
Operator, and told him to call the. airport. 

T"ae four men stood and watched the object withdraw horizontally, directly away 
from the.m, until it was a dot, from 1/16° to 1/4" arm's length apparent size. 
It hovered. Spaur heard somethip.g on the radio about aircraft being scrambled. 
'lhe object moved rapidly upwards until it was level with the crescent moon, 
off to its right. A bright spot, which the occupants of P-13 had noticed next 
to the concave portion of the crescent, for sane time; was till there. Panzanella 
stood by his car, talking with Beighey. He could not see the moon. 

At its first position, the UFO seemed about a thousand feet up. Actual angular 
elevation was aroi.md 11° from the horizon . After its first elevation, it appeared 
about 3,000 feet high. It reritained 'rnotionless in this position while a jet 
comnercial airliner flew underneath. Panzmiella told this to Beighey, who . 
relayed it to the airport. (NOTE: Somewhere along the line, this got reversed; 
in the FAA log, the airliner is above the UFO.) Then the observers saw what 
seemed to be jet vapor trails or contrails, arcing from the west or northwest, 
fran the left of the object, somewhat towards it. A voice on Panzanella's radio 
announced that jets were being scr.ambled. '!he object shot straight up and disappeared. 
Whether it disappeared by dimming out, diminishing, or what, is not quite· clear. 

Panzanella had been trying to get other cruisers oo. his frequency to see the 
jets and/or the object. 

After it went out of sight, Spaur decided to try to make it to Unity, where HUston 
could refuel him. 'lhe three men left. PMzanella waited to see if the object 
would return. AS P-13 and OV-1 pulled away, Panzanella got a call fr(lll Beighey, 
instructing him to have everyone call 264-5000 (USAFR, Greater Pittsburgh Airport). 
Panzanella drove after the Ohio officers with his pursuit light on, and caught up 
to them about three minutes after they left, in Freedom. As he approached them, 
he heard a fading voice on his radio -- ~nry KWaitanowski , an Econany Borour;h 
Patrolman. "Hey, Frank, I saw two jets • . • • " 

i~waitanowski was standing by his cruiser, about three miles fr001 Conway, . roughly 
southeast. He. had been looking for jets, and trying to raise Panzanella on the 
radio, but the traffic was largely between Panzanella and Beighey at that time. 
Then rcwaita.i.,owski saw two jets flying toward the sunrise, away from him, and behind 
them, a shiny, football-shaped object, keeping its distance, about the same size 
as the jets. Re observed this fo1; two or three minutes, then called Panzanella, 
The 0 beginniti.g of Kwait;,mowsk:L 's ·observation seems close to the end of Panzanella 's• , 

Huston and P..13 drove to the Rochester Police Station, where Spaur called the 
m.nnber at GPA. He was interviewed briefly by "sane colonel" who hun~ up abruptly 
M1t9lt whntl sel'>.me<::1 1;0 ~ptl\:i.N" a \w.'t'fiuno ·()'ftV ieti~~1'f~Qt$Atii.on 1 iiiiUed t.ri:th su~flestd,one 
for canparisons of the UFO with familiar objects. '11:te officer promised to forward 
the information to wright-Patterson. (NOTE: Five hours later the UFO project 
office.:at the USAFR was unaware of the report.) No one else was interviewed. Neff, 
Spaur and l-TUston went with l?anzanella to get Spaur refueled, then Spaur and 
fuff went back to Unity with Huston. There they talked briefly with Dave Brothers, 
the Deputy Sheriff who had tried unsuccessfully to intercept them earlier. AB they 
drove back, they noticed several police cruisers parked at intersections, watching 
them. 



nm CRASE (seven) 

When Spaur and Neff returned to Ravenna, they and their cruiser were checked 
for radioactivity with a ~iger counter, by the Fire Cll.ief and a civil Defense 
official. Nothing unusual was found. 'lhe original site (of first sighting) 
was not checked. Buchert•s film was developed at the photographic laboratory 
in the Court House, and four prints were made. By this time, the news had hit 
the national press and broadcast media, which picked up the story by monitoring 
the police radio traffic. Neff preferred to keep in seclusion from reporters, 
which kept him frcm Spaur•s exhausting experience of having incessant interviews. 
lhfortunately, the news media concentrated largely on Spaur; with the exception 
of the Record Courier and the Beaver Cotmty Times, most papers and broadcasts, 
as time passed, failed to emphasize the corroboration frc:m the other officers 
involved. A further distortion resulted fran a hasty identification of Chief 
BUchert•s pictures with the P-13 sighting. Little note was made of mat seemed 
to the deputies the chief aspect of the event: an extensive instance of police 
cooperation crossing local boundaries. Had they been pursuing a bank robber, 
this aspect may have been more clearly seen. 

ene event that occurred during the chase deserves particularly close attention, 
and for that reason has been postponed tmtil now: the apparent reception of a 
jet pilot's radio transmission, reporting a close observation of the P-13 UFO. 
When P-13 was traveling down Rte. 14-224, near Canfield, two patrolmen listening 
to the Salem, Chio, police radio, decided to leave the station to watch for the 
UFO's arrival in salem; the report, ''We 're crossing 534," was interpreted to 
mean 534•s intersection of 14A, instead of 14, near that town. 'lhe patrolmen, 
t.onnie Johnson and Ray ESterly, expected to see the object cane in from the 
northwest; but while they were looking, they saw a jet plane in the distance, 
at a small angle from the horizon, and then noticed an object in front of the 
aircraft. 'lhe jet was flying in a north-south direction, in the east. 'Ibey 
watched the jet "pursue" the object, ~ich looked like a bright ball, five times 
the size of the jet behind it, in level flight. '!\lo more jets arced in fran 
behind the first me. 'Ibis sighting lasted a little over a minute, as they 
remembered; they radioed in what they were observing, about 5 :30. .:rust after 
getting this report, the Radio operator, Jack crarner, and Police Lieutenant 
Richard Whinnery heard an unidentified voice break in on the regular traffic 
(the voice was louder than normal, and unrecognizable): uI tm going down to 
take a look at it •••• I-nl right abov-~ it~ • • . ·It•s ab9ut fotty" five·feet 
across, and it's trailing something ... 

'lhis transmission, fran an as yet unidentified source, was received just five 
minutes before orville Scarry, Radio Operator in Lisbon, logged the deputies 
crossing the state line. '!his would put them, at the time of the •-voice", 
just east of the patrolmen watching frotn Salem. 

'!he lFO in this case, however, seems to have been a different one: it was 
larger and higher than the one P..13 was following. (See statement, by Officers 
.1ohnson and ESterly, and their drawing.) 
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TELEPHONE, NORTH 7.9434 

NATIONAL ) NVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON, D, C. 20036 
CABLE ADDRESS, 

SKYLIGHT 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, 

11536 CONNECTICUT AVE .. N. W. 

A.pril 27, 1966 
MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE: 

USMC !RET.I DIRECTOR 

Complete notes fran Log at base radio station in Columbiana County Jail in Lisbon, Chio, 
ccncerning Spaur-Neff UFO chase of April 17, 1966. Copied April 27, about 10:30 PM, 
under supervision of Orville scarry, radio operator who monitored the chase. 

AM 5 :35 TR Portage Co "Your P-13 - Is At 'lb.e Col. Fa. Line - ok - Adv When Another 
Unit Picks It Ul> For Rim To Return To 'l1le Base -

5 :50 RT Portage Co t~mats The Location Of P-13 - JUst About Into Freedom, pa. 

5:55 
6:15 

TR P..13 
RT P...13 

Also OV-1 - Of East Palestine Is Running With Him - Still 
ct>serving 'l.he Object - Bright Light with A Rope Or String Attached 
To It - 1500-2000 Ft In Height - Traveling At Speed over 100 
Miles An Hour - ok - Have Him 25 & Return To BaSe - ok 

"Signal 25 - ok - & Return To Base - ok - 'l\lrning Around Now -
Some GoVt. Officials wmts To Talk To us, Adv Office -
We Are ~st Of Freeci cm - ok 

6 : 15 TR Portage Co Gave '!he Jd,ove - ok - '!hen Have '!hem 25 - ok • 

6:17 TR Portage Co Gave them 'Ihe Above - ok -

6 :40 TR KQ854 •tDo You Know Whether 'lb.ey Got Pictures Of '!hat Object - Don •t 
(E Liverpool) Believe So - P-13 of Portage Co & OV-1 Of E.P. seen _'l'he 

ct>ject, '!hey Ran It To Freedom Pa - Also ~13 Pick 'l1lis Up At 
Deerfield, - ok -

' 
7:30 RT P-13 Want fro thank your Dept. for handling my traffic - my Badge No. 

is - 15. Anytime P-13. OK. (Mantua - took Pies of the Object 
& Five People at Monroe Falls, saw it.) (P-13 - contacted a 
Pittsburgh PD Unit & they scrambled some Jets, that flew under 
the Object.) 

Note : 

C...--o/~ ·~ iv'- (,4/A-# 
(-.-.:..L-7 -z;:: ~) 

AfJ I was leaving the Jail from copying this Log, Jailer Harold Cleckner testified 
that no one from the Air Force had interviewed any of the men working there, to ,the 
best of his knowledge; t'nl.ey would have talked about it to me." . Said I coule use 
his name for this testimony. 

\ 
\ 
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1,og notation for April 17, 1966, submitted by Kenneth K. ~M!chen, Federal 
Aviation Agency, Greater Pittsburgh Airport, Roan 311: 

Daily Record of Facility Operation 
Location: Pittsburgh, ~nna. 
Identification: FIT 
Type Facility: Tower 
operating Pos. 1 All 

Time: 10 :58 (5 :58 AM EST) -- Rcvd call from State Police at BVR & Rochester 
Police. seems that .some (iiio police had spotted this flying object flying SE bnd 
in vcnty E Palestine. 'J.bey took after it & were able to follow it by maintaining 
speed of approx 105 mph. It was large, round, had a large antenna sticking out 
of the top & several big white lights around it. They wer on Rt. 51 & they lost 
it as it crossed the river east bnd. '11:ley saw UA7454 lvg here enrt BUF & this 
object went blo lhited~ ' It was approx 500•, lhited was ciimbing to 19,0uo. Ck:d 
& pilots didn't see anything. Referred to USAF for action. Nothing observed on 
radar to fit this description. There were 3 cars (I blv this is cqt) flwg it for 
a 30 min period. 

Mr. ~s Miller, UA supervisor at Greater Pittsburgh Airport suggests that the first 
of the four digits in the flight number is an FM prefix. suggests writing the 
supervisor, Ticket Control, lhited Airlines, · Inc., PO BOX aaoo, O'Hare International 
Airport, Chicago, Illinois 60666 for passenger list. 



Fran initial interview with Dale F. Spaur: his canparison 
of UFO size with that of rear view mirror in car, when UFO 
was seen ahead of him after coming through underpass area 
at Rochester, Pa. 'rt>.is is apparent size of UFO, in answer 
to question, "If it had gone behind your rear view mirror, 

---- would the mirror have covered it?" . Spaur .answered that even ---
if it had centered behind the mirror, it would have "stuck 
oul~ on both s~des. 

I 

Smaller figure below /UFO is my illustration of what I meant by 
--"apparent size" when I asked the question that way. I sketched ----·-·-

the window diagram; ~paur drew in the UFO-size-diagram. W 
-- (Spaur•s sketch of '(JFO appearance on separate sheet.) 
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DESCRIPTIONS OF NUMBERED DRAWIOOS: SPAUR-NEFF t HUSTON 

SPAtR-NEFP. UFO lETAIL 

1. Projection, tilt~d fran rear (trailing edge) 18' long, tapered to tip 

2. Dome-shaped top; partly metallic, partly self-illuminated 
3. Glowing front (leading edge) 

4. Cone-shaped light underneath 
s. Glowing tip of trailing edge 
6. ~tallic surface 

7. Sharp "drop-off" (Neff disagrees; remembers more rounded here) 
8. Rounded "undercarriage" 

9. Line separating metal lie from self-illuminated portions 

SPAUR-NEFF, SIGHTll'G TERMINUS 

1. Bright spot to right of moon, a little above axis of symmetry of crescent 
2. crescent moon (bump in concave portion indicates "nose" of ''Man in lbon") 

3. TV antenna on nearby house, through "'1lose elements Spaur and Neff saw the 
UFO hovering before 1st upward elevati9n 

4. Position of UFO after 1st• elevation, level with moon to right 

s. Position· of UFO after 2nd elevation, above moon (now moving away, or disappearing) 

(NO'm: Panzanella agreed with relative positions of levels of hovering; Spaur 
agreed with Panzanella•s on-the-spot location of object relative to nearby houses; 
Spaur exanined a photograph made fran the spat he claimed to have been standing.) 

HmTON, UFO DETAIL 

1. Cone-shaped light underneath 
2. Bright, self-illuminated solid appearing top 
3. Dome shape 

4. Cone tilted toward rear, of direction of motion, ,more so than shown here. 

(NOTE: nuston testified to having seen, once, a projection; only got one view of it.) 

FURnmR NOTES: en Spaur-Neff joint signed testimony: Until over a week after the 
sighting, Neff was "in hiding, tt refusing to be interviewed by anyone. I typed a 
summary statement for Spaur to take to him, along with Spaur 's drawings. Neff 
finally agreed to be interviewed on April 28. I mailed the statements and drawinga 
to Spaur;• there was sane confusion as to who was to sign the extra apaces; Spaur . \ 
did this• so Neff signed elsewhere on the sheets. -- WW • : 
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TELEPHONE: NORTH 7•9434 

CABLE ADDRESS: 
SKYLIGHT 

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE 

USMC !RET.I DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES: 

1!536 CONNECTICUT AVE .. N. W. 

By Deputy Sheriff Dale F. Spaur and PoSse Mmtber w. L. Neff 
STATEMENT: en April 17, 1966, at about 5:00 AM, the undersigned, 

Dale F. Spaur and Barney (W. L.) Neff, were patrolling the southeast portion of Portage County, 

Ohio. we had been hearing radio traffic about a UFO near Portage County. found an abandoned 

car on _ the berm on Rt. 224 between Atwater and ~f tnr.'e~:!/:e:' ~f Pt 

left our car to routinely investigate this vehicle. Spaur noticed a light over the trees on 

the hill next to the berm, and called Neff's attention to it. A:J W~atched, the light 

came closer and a large, self-illuminated object was seen as its source. 'lhe 01,ject came 

directly overhead and hovered above us.· Its light lit up the ground where we were standing, 

and our cruiser, P-13. It was too bright to look at without hurting the eyes. we got into 

our car and radioed that we had spotted the UFO. During that time, it began moving away frcm 

us. wa followed it down 224 onto Rt. 14, to the tftio-Pennsylvania border, and into Pennsylvania 

on Rt. 51. then through Rochester, Pa., and on Rt. 65, up to Conway, where we stopped. As we 

passed East Palestine, Chio, Patrolman Wayne Ruston, of the East Palestine Police, joined in 

our pursuit. In Conway, Pa., Officer Frank Panzanella met us where we stopped, and we stood 

with him watching the object as it hovered and then rose, twice, in a rapid climb. 'lhe object 

seemed 30--45 feet across, and 18-24 feet high. 'I'he light it gave off lit up the ground over 

the road and over fields as we pursued it. At first it was about 150 feet up; then it rose 

to around 1000 feat. During the chase it changed al.titude and direction, maneuvered smoothly, 

had a sort of dome-shaped _top, and at times showed a projection on the top part, near the. 

trailing edge. Not al]. of it was self-illuminated; part of the top trailing portion looked 

metallic; not shiny, but satiny. At times we "IUl'A/4/Wm measured its illN.1- speed over 

the ground at about 103 miles per hour. At one point, near Rochester, we lost it while 

getting through a bridge-underpass area, but when we emerged, it had come down lower and 

seemed to have waited for us; it went off fast ahead again then. We were, and are, sure we 

' \. 
\ 
I 
l 

were not chasing an illusion, or seeing a reflection, star, planet, or similar still object. \ 

d /•~w-ded .!!.-/' /f-di • tk natio-nal ,1. .. .it£c mt-est \ 
A f rt . th. . . ,r,..,.,.,,.,,. o/ ""':'d<Y' F-:'' s ar as our pa m 1.s sig mg is conceme, at least, the article by Tan SChley in the 

Doaver County Times, April 18, 1966, aboot this, is accurate. Signed•~~/ 

Date: April 27, 1966 ~-

1 



TELEPHONE, NORTH 7-9434 

CABLE ADDRESS, 
SKYLIGHT 

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE 

USMC IRET.i DIRECTOR 

By Dale F. Spaur 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, 

1536 CONNECTICUT AVE .. N . W . 

FtRTlER - concerning UFO pursuit, April 17, 1966 

Someone claimi ng to represent the u. s. Air Force interviewed me on M:>nday and 'lhursday 

after mj sighting and ~rsuit of a UFO on April 17. Both interviews were by phone, and 

were the only ones. 'lhe first was about 2½ min., the second about l½ min. Eaeb. timet 

the interviewer seemed to want me to say I had only seen the ![FO a few minutes, because 

when I said how long I had seen it, he did not ask any further questions about my sighting. 

Signed:{JL:f~ Date: 

By W. L. Neff 

' 
,· 'lhe extent of Air Force intervi7iwing of me concern~g mr ,ar; ;1..~fo.nt~ 

UFO sighting is as follows: J)~ ~ · 

_hr. _min. i[;JI! ;11{-# Dates /uangth --------

- --
(Please make furtoor appropriate camnents on this:) 

', \ 
\ 

Signed: Date: -------------
\. 
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\ 
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PARTIAL TR.:':JTSCRH'T CF INTERVIE\'l VII'I'H ivIL3 l::l ·•B.ft..RN.t:,Y" N.SFF, MOUNT£'D (AUXILI.N."lY J 
D:3l:'UTY S:rnRIFF, I?Oi.1.TAGE COUNTY, OTIIO: 1',;.pc;;:; APRIL 27, 1966 Ul : \.,eitzel N: Neff) 

W: Did the thing appear to be hovering at that time? 

N: Yes, it did appear to be hovering, or stopped, or vii.1ich.ever you •d want to call it. 

W: 1..:id<' did it st.ay, hovering there, ve.:y lc::1::;, or did it move out right: 2.way, or 
v.:1.at? 

N: I would say it stayed there for approximately three to five minuteso 

-r: v-.'1 - while you were watching it? 

N: Sc::.1ething like ti.'lat; I don. 't k::.c.M t.nc time right in ·,here; we weren •t paying much 
attention to it. I believe we s pot·:::cd it at c..bout .5 :07. 

• \'I: \'.~1.ile you were. watch.ini it t.~crc;, curing i·cs hov'2ring; 9 co-J.ld you see any details 
"i:o it? \•1hat did it look lil;;:c; c:. lx:>:-:1 a dish, or what? 

N: Better way to dcscricc :'.·.:, .,. t:.1.i:-:l;;, 't• as it loolced just E.ke. c. teardrop. 

\r: A teardrop? u"psiC:c down~ point up 7 po:::.::: do,;-m, what? 

i::-: 1.>oint up. 'l'hat would be the closest :;: cc-..1.ld oom2 to it, 't~uld be cone- shaped, or 
funne 1-shap(?.d., 

',i; Did you notic~ a.;y :,:>rojections 0:1 it? 

N: 'Ihat, I re.a:.ly couldn •t say for sure.; ::-;: did look :;.ike there was a.-i. antenna 
Co:Jing f-;:om th~ to:?, en some angle, c:.:c wh,..::: ~ 6 lc : don •t :cnow, or just where it 
,;,c13 nt, or i-:hich. u.:.:1 it ,;;as sticki~:s cl!·;? bt:.t t:1.e::e. it w.::.s. (HOTZ: Neff studied 
Spaur •s drc.:oing afterwards a."1.d c.g:cecd ·;,:o al:. b: t o:::.e point -- the sharp dropoff from 
the dcme, ne:rt to the "anter.na" .. ) 

W: ;,;as that w'llile it was hoverir--.5, you co:.ild see tl1.at? 

N: Rif§lt. You could zceA<Jihle it was :1.ovcrL7.g 7 or when it turned. 

v,: Now, afte:;: it was hovering, did h: zip out straight ru ead, or did it start building 
up acceleration? 

N: St:a::i:ed bui:idi.."lg up, taking off :;radually. 

H: \·;hat taid~ you decide to follow it, not ju.st watch it go off into the distance? 

N: 1.,cl l, w0 told the. Sheriff's Office it was moving, and they told us to foll0w it . 
Stick wiih it for a di.ile. So we did. I didn~t know then we•d go clear into 
l>itts.bul"'gh with it, but we did. 

J: 1.hile., ul1.i ... et 1 s sec now: it. 's ius"t started moving out, and you Tve begun to 
follm-1 it; did it rock at all, or twist, or did it go perfectly level ,·me.."1 it was 
f:lyir~, or 

. ... . 7';10.t I rcnlly caildn 1 t sG.y,. It lookc.d like it would turn once in a while, but 
fa.:: c.s rocld.ng o~ ;::.w2..ying, ... don •t kncr.1. 

At :::::.y tii;.18 when you were driving straig.."1t down the road, did it appear to go 
across, in front of yo-u? 



second page l'artial tra.11.script, interview, 'i~itzel -- l\"eff 

N: Just when the road wound. 

W: Did it seem to follow the road pretty well? 

N: It seemed to follow Rte. 224, to, 14 to Canfield, from Canfield it took lt:., --
it was on the right of us all the way out to Canfield -- at Canfield we turned 
right, on 14 and either 46 or 6L:., I don 1 t remember the route tight now; and w::mt 
sout..1-t~st'. Southeast to Columbiana, we turned left on 14 at Columbiana., that ts a 
stop sign, and run it straight throcgh to :Pittsburgh. Md when t.li.e ro~d •d seer:i to 
tal~e a sharp turn, it would cross the. road; md most of the time it m,·..1ld run in. a 
straight line ahead of us. \vb.en we drop)i~d down behind the hill, on 51, in £en.n-
sylvania behind Beaver, it seemed just like it waited for un w:1.en ·we got hung up, 
or delayed in traffic. 

w: Did you see very many other cars, or trucks? 

N: we passed very few cars or trucks; we did pass a few. And then we picked up 
another officer from East I.Jalestine, don •t remember his name right now. Ee got in 
behind us just before we went across the. :i..-e.nnsylvania line . How many miles I 
couldn •t say .. 

W: Did you ever notice a noise coming from this ti.'1ir..g? 

N: (•fell, men we f:'..rst seen it we t.:1ought we. heard a low hum, or a mine., or scmet.'ling 
like that, but it could have been nearby pl--.one, or light wires. 

W': was t.11.ere any wind, or rain? 

. N; No. No rain.; the road was dry. 

W: How about what happened then, _when you got to, to near Pittsburgh? 

N: wel l, we got in near Pittsburgh, dovm across the Pennsylvania line, we run out 
of radio ccntact. ~•le got down into Conway, there was a patrol car sitting in a 
.gas station; we pulled in and told him ~,hat was going on. 

H: And ~hat did he say about it? 

N: 1-Ie didn •t know what to say, much, about it. 

\v: Did he see the object with you? 

w: Did you watch it, after you stopped, for any length of tine? 

N: ·we, after we stopped there, stopped with the •Com-my policeman, we stayed th.ere 
approximately ten, fifteen, ten or fifteen minutes. 

W: i;,ih.at did the thifl..g do, while you were watching it? 

N: Well, it seemed to go out, probably two or three miles, and just stop, and 
stay ri~t there. And then it went straight up from th.ere. 

w: Did it go straight up and keep going, or did it stop when it went up, and mov-e agl!in? 

N: It would go up and stop, a.'1.d then go up again. 
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vl: What was your last view of this thing? Did you see it disappear in the distance, 
or blink out, or anything like that? 

N: It didn't seem to blink out. ':['here was a passenger plane, I believe a Boeing 707, 
pass beneath, almost directly under it, the angle we was looking at it. 

W: "t-.'b.en did yous.top watc..11.ing it, and why did you stop watching it? 

N: Well , we were still, we figured we had better start back. 'Ihe Conway police 
had called Greater Pittsburgh Airport, I believe it was, and they took it over from 
there. 

W: Did you ever talk with anyone from the Air Force? 

N: No, I didn't. Dale talked to, uh , a man down there, t-tl.o he was, I do not know. 
Dale said his nane, but I don't remen:,her it. 

W: Do you know if it sounded like Bollin, or Garvin? HColonel Bollin,•• could it 
have been? 

N: It mig3:l t have been; I'm not too good on names. 

W: What about after that, in the phase after that, up until now, did anyone from the 
Air Force talk to you? 

N: ~body has. EXcept for you. And I believe you're with the. Air Force. 

W' : • No, I'm with a private imrestigative agency. (NOTE: I had explained NICAP's 
st~tus to Neff at the start of the interview.) can you remember an:·;r other <letai ls 
about this thing, that seemed to stand out to you? now it affected you, for example. 
were you afraid of i'l::, or nervous?. 

N: I wouldn't say I was afraid of it , but I wasn't actually at peace with it, either: 
I mean, it didn't really shake me up or bother me half as much as it did Dale. 

W: Did it seem strange to you in any W;J:;J? 

N: Yeah, it sure did! One of the stra~~est things I ever run across. 

W: Could you rel ate it to anythi..ng, could you say it looked like anything? I mean, 
anything that flew, or anything you •re fclITliliar with, that goes through the air? 

N: Not that I've ever seen fly before. I was in the service, in the. seebees, and we 
built a missile tracking base, ~r:: Cape Canaveral, little island between Guba and PUerto 
Rico, called Grand TUrk.. And I seen many a missile, and st-uff come c:Ner there, that 
they shot off Cape Canaveral; nnd it never looked like none of them . 

W: What wonld you say was the minimum and the ma."Ci.mum altitude of this thing? 

N: Nini.mum Pd say was between, I"m just guessing, 4-600 feet; ma.-ci.mum, when we 
was chasing it, run about, pd say the mos·t would be 3,000 feet. After there, it 
got up to where it just looked like a dot in the air; it got off a ways; you couldn't 
tell. 

W: Did you ever have to lean forward, and look up from the windshield, to see it? 

N: gight. Most of the time I sat right up neA'i: to the windshield. You'd have to. 
sit up pretty close; once in a while it was almost:overhead. As far as being stra1.~ht 
overhead, I don't know; I don't think it was straight overhead. It was pretty clot';e. 
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STATEMENT BY WAYNE HUSTON, OFFICER IN EAST PALESTI1\1E, OHIO, POLICE FORCE, 
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East Palestine has radio contact wi~~ Portage County. I heard it all 
start about 5:00 AM. When Spaur and Neff got closer to this area, I talked 
with Spaur by radio. I met p.im at the north edge of the city on Route 14. 

I saw the thing when Dale was about five miles away from me. •~,D'v -j_ 
can •t you see it?!" he said, and I did. It was running do~-m Rt. IL;, about 
800-900 feet up when it came by. That was the lowest I ever saw it • 

.As it flew by, I was standing by my cruiser. I watched it go right t ( overhead. It was shaped sanething like an icecream cone, with a sort of 
f~r ''/ di\ oSt';JP'lFO-s do~·m top. I don't know whether the bottcm was solid or not; it 

rn.ef1e might have been like a searchlight beam, coming to a point; but it was so 
bright I would say it was brir:;h ter thai.7. the sun when it came up. 'lhe point 
part of the cone was underneath; the top was sort of like a dome. 

Spaur and Neff came down the road right after it. I fell in behind them. 
We were going 80 - 85 miles an hour, a couple of times to around 105 miles an 
hour. At one point at least, I was almost on Spaur's bumper, and we chec~d 
with each other what we saw. It was right straight ahead of us, a half to 
three fourths of a mile, ahead. 

I am fruniliar enough with Rochester and I guided him by radio, because I 
couldn't pass him in Bridgewater, to lead him. At Brady's Run Park, a car 
started to come out, hit the traffic light tread le, and some trucks were there; 
we had to slow down, and lost sight of it. He came on down Rt . 51; just after 
we came out of the railroad underpass in Bridgewater, coming out of Fallston, 
w-e spotted it again over by Rochester, and then in front of them again when we 
turned to Rochester. 

All the way we were trying to get contact wit.11. a :Pennsylvania car. Rad 
the base call Chippewa State Police station to see if they had a car on 51; 
they didn't. 'Ihe first Pennsylvania car we saw was in Conway. Dale was low 
on gas in Conway, and we stopped where Frank Panzanella was parked. Frank said 
he had seen it but didn't think too much about it at first; thought it was an 
airplane. Frank radioed to his dispatcher, who called the airport and they 
notified the Air Force. After we started talking, as though it monitored out 
broadcast, it went straight up. We could still see it, but hardly. We just 
saw it al-together about 20 minutes in Conway. We were going back when Frank 
stopped us in Freedan and said they wanted us to call the Air Force. Some 
coio~~~ o 7 / _,,/ ..L_ J-r~ ,:?L~, . ,~ -/?~ > 

%~- L~ '· le v<;2-z,~ad-jtn~ &e~ 1k national judlic inuwed 

?l:f- j/ IC fl IC>~ j-<f_.;r~:_,_ . ~rl-



,---------------------------,-.-------------------------

TELEPHONE: NORTH 7.9434 

CABLE ADDRESS: 
SKYLIGHT 

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE 

USMC IRET.I DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 

TESTIMONY CF WAYNE HUSTON - CONTINUED 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES: 

1536 CONNECTICUT AVE .. N. W. 

April 25, 19 66 

I q,uld add to this that no one in any other official capacity than NIGAP has 
contact me concerning this sighting. I have received no communications from 
any government or military agency. 'I'he Air Force, to my knowledge, has not 
investigated this sighting from my point of view, or expressed any interest in 
my infonnation. 

The following is a sketch of the object I saw as it flew overhead, when I was 
standing by my car by Rt. 14: 
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COY.u!LETB TRf.J.-ISCRIPT OF INTERVIEW i4ITH WAYNE HUSTON, PATROLMAN, EAST PALESTINE, 
OHIO, l'OLICE DEPARTMENT: TAI'ED APRIL 25, 1966 (W: Weitzel H: HUSton) 

w: To.is is an interview with William Weitzel and wayne Huston, of the. East Palestine 
Police -- is that East Palest•e.en• or East l'alest•ine•? 

H: East Palest•een•. 

W: Palest•een', o..1·do. The date is April 2.5, 1966; time, 5:05 PM. Discussing Officer 
Huoton.•s "cho.cc" with D~lc Spaur ;,ind Bo.rney Neff on April 17, 1966. Now, -we just 
read this statement through, and I'm going to cross out, ufrom Rochester," at the end 
of it~ because the Colonel wasn't fran Rochester, that you were to call; the call 
was from Rochester. 

H: 'lhe call came from the Rochester Police Department. 

W: I'll x that out • . (Does so.) Did you hear any noise men this went over, Wayne? 

R: No. The cnly, like I say, t..11.e only time t..1.at I was out of my car, when I could, 
was when I was, first started the chase. And I heard no noise. at that time at all. 

W: (l>rese. .. ts a copy of UPI release on USAF conclusion) Wonder if you'd mind reading 
that out loud, just for the record on the tape. 

H: 11 '11le Air Force thinks the Ravenna Deputy Sheriff chased a satellite or the planet, 
Venus, when he pursued what he said was an unidentified flying object in a patrol car 
last Sunday. 1'n Air Force report released F.riday said another UFO photographed in 
the town of Mantua c.igh t miles north of Ravenna also was Venus. 'me double image 
that showed on the film was probably due to processing defects. The la\-man· who pursued 
what he thought was a UFO was Deputy Sheriff Dale F. Spaur. He re.ported that he and 
his partner chased the object at high speeds for about ninety minutes into Fennsylvania. 
'me Air Force thinks what Spaur saw was a satellite passing overhead. When it appeared, 
they said, he. focused his eyes on Ve.nus. The report noted that Venus was rising in 
the southeast and was brighter than ai7.y star in the. sky. on the same day Spaur 
staged the chase, 1:>olice Ci.1.ief Gerald Buchert of Mantua ohio spotted and photographed 
an object which looked like two table saucers put together. u 

W: 'Jllat 's the end of the article.. 'Ihat was the entire press release. ~·.hat c1o you 
think of that '1 

H: I'm not too familiar with the stars, and so· forth, but I don't think it was. 
I don•t think that the. characteristics of,it, and through some of the people r•ve 
talked to, they said it was impossible for it to be anything like tl1.at. 

W: 1,hat would you say about your o·wn sighting, that disproved this star idea? 

11: \·.ell, I cruldn 1 t understand its changing its course the way it did, if it was a 
star; I don't think it's characteristic of them to do that, plus its slowing down and 
picking up speed, I don •t, I don •t understand that. Like I told you before, Spaur 
really got a better view of it tha."1. any time that I did. He stated to me, or he made 
tile remark to me, that it was running right along the road, alongside of. him, at one 
time. i~ll, I was never that close to it. 111.a closest I ever was to it was, I guessed 
it approximately eight to nine hundred feet overhead, that I was the Closest to it 
at arr., time.. 

\'i: \vhat was it doing? l<ihen you saw that? 

H: It was going right down the road, probably ei{;hty miles an hour ground speed. 
•cause. tl1.at •s about the r.;peed that Spo.ur said when I jumped in my cruiser1 to come 
after Spaur, ~.Jb.y, he said he was nrnning between eighty and eighty five miles an hour. 
And r know it took me a distance of, well, I didn •t measure it at the time, I whasn •t 
thinking about measuring anything, out I know it took me some distance to catc up 
to Spaur frcm a <lead start. 

i. 
I 
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W: \vhcn you first saw this thing, did you have to move your head at all, to watch it? 

1-l: \\~l 1, I was stondi.ng more or less sideways, looking over one shoulder, and I 
watcl-ed it go by, well the thing was, of course it was only just a matter of seconds, 
until it was by, and I was in my cruiser, and starting the pursuit with Spaur. But it 
was traveling fast, I know it was traveling fast; I-Ve ~rked enough traffic that I 
know, you stand on the side of a road and you see a car going by eighty miles an hour, 
you don't have much time to look at it. 

W: You gave a description of this before, and I"'Ve wri'tten it up here,-_Jrut I wonder 
tt -~in.ycr..ir own words you could give it? 

H: It •s hard to describe. I noticed, the way you 'Ve writ ten it up there, it •s a 
"squashed" ice cream cone; it looked like to me, the best I can describe it, like an 
ice cream cone, cne scoop of ice cream, that part of it had melted, and kind of run 
down flatter; -

W: OK, I'll ei.'1.ange that wording then. "Squashed" to ''l:ne.lted". (Does so .OLater.) 

H: But as far as the COiile part now, I don •t think th at was a solid substance; it looked 
more like, it looked more to me like light rays, or some kind of light like yru •d flash 
a flashlight in fog, or smoke, or something, coming down from the bottom of it. 

\</: was that fairly accurate, how I describ~d that, now? 

vi: OK. Have you heard from any other people, that were interested in this sighting, 
to interview or interrogate you in any way? 

H: No; I •ve had, not too much of that as I •ve had a couple of letters fran the local 
school, newspaper editors, the Kiwanis there in East Palestine, wanted me to cane and 
talk at one of their Kiwanis meetings, but other than that, that •s about it ncw. 

W: Has any official agency contacted you or interviewed you? 

H: No. No. 

w: Did the Air Force call you up? 

R: No. I haven•t talked to the Air Force at all. 

W: How do you feel about the Air Force •s saying this? 

H: I feel that they know more than what they•re telling the public. 1-b.at their reason 
for that is, I don •t know. But I think that the 'Ulited States is too smart, and too 
aggressive to let sarething like this be going on without probing into it and knowing 
a bit more than they're telling the public. 

w: Now I •m going to change this ~rd, 0 squashed" to '1>artly melted". I want this to 
be just as accurate as it can be. (Makes changes.) 

H: '.['here •s one other mistake on there, where you have he used my name, "vlayne 0 on 
the radio; it was "OV-1". 'I'h.at was my car call letters. J.ny time that we carried 
communications between car to car it was "OV-1 to P..13 • ..- OV-1 or P-13. 

W: OK. (}~es manges.) 
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R: Because until we stopped in Rochester -- or in Conway -- he had no idea what I 
looked like and I had no idea what he looked like. we were talking car to car, and 
that was it. 

w: '!his was off of Tom Schley•s notes directly, on that one. lb.at would be oh. vee 
dash one? 

H: Mn hmm. '!hat •s the East Palestine car. 

W: How•s the public around here taking this, when they talk to you? 

H: It •s pretty wel 1 quieted dmm, now. 1he public was awful curious over it, I --
every place you would go, or no matter where you go, my, they want to ask questions 
about it, and what I feel, and so on and so forth. 

W: Has anybody harassed you, or made fun of this? 

H: No, nothing other than, close friends, or they kid you about it, but, I got 
a : li."!all, last night, from a woman that, she said that she got a letter from her 
daughter. Her da:ughter•s in Knoxville, Tennessee, and there was a pretty good 
write up in the 10:lo::wil le, Tennessee newspapers. She wanted to cal 1 and tel 1 ·me 
about it. 

W: Has anyone else told you that they saw it, or have you heard about anyone who 
saw it? 

H: No, not too much, no. '!here hasn't been, I don •t think anyone told me the·y saw 
it, a lot of people told me they wished they had seen it. 'lhat they was up th.at time 
of morning, and they wished they had be.en outside, or sanething to that effect. 

W: l'that was that you ·said in there, about if one of these came aver again? (Reference 
to previous statement.) 

H: It•s been a nuisance to me, really, I mean, 1 1ve been harassed so much on it; 
like I say, I work two jobs, I work midnight turn. And for three. nights, three days, 
I didn •t get any sleep. Because they, that telephone was ringing continually, and 
they wouldn •t only call once; they•d call twice, they 1d call three times; my wife 
was trying to take the phone calls, trying to keep them off my back so I could get 
some sleep, I was still working; ---. 

w: If ~•re taking too much time up, please tell us, but I don•t think this will 
take more than ten more minutes. ("US" -- l'iei tzel and Tom Schley, Beaver County Times) 
(Types. Huston draws sketch, signs papers.) 

(Huston •s statement to N1CAP composed partly of notes taken by To."11 Schley on April 17; 
rest, Weitzel 's phone call to Huston from Ohio April 20.) 

W: Did you ever see any projection on the object? 

11: I 'vc. told people I did. At one time -- but I •m not real sure. At one time I 
thought that I -- just when we was coming out of Bridgeport (Bridgewater -- W) into 
Rochester, ,mere you get into that mass, bunch of bridges dc,;,m there. I thought I 
saw a projection caning out of it here on the right hand side. But I just got one 
glimpse of it, I glanced at it once and I had to look right back to the roadway again. 
T"nat •s the only time that I saw it. But when I had my closest view to it, I didn't 
see anything like that. 

.... - -- - -----~ 
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W: was tl1is oone down here tilted to the back, or the right, or left, or what? 

H: Seened like it was tilted toward the rear. 'Course my sketch don't show it 
too much that way. (Signs sketch; Weitzel reproduces on stt, for second signature.) 
I haven •t talked to Spaur since that morning. (Long pause before this sentence.) 

W: Mn h.·nra. Sign real heavy at the bottom. You haven •t talked to him at all since 
that moming? 

H: I cal led him one night, and it was his night off. And I haven •t had a d1 ance, I --
we 're undermanned down here, at East Palestine now, and a man on vacation. 

W: (Adjusting sheets; Huston signing papers.) N~.;, would you mind if any of this 
information got into the press, or would you prefer it be kept confidential? 

R: I'd rather keep it out. If at all possible. 

W: Do you mind if any of it gets into a hearing in Congress, or to any Congressmen 
who might be interested in the conflict between the Air Force•s testimony and yours? 

H: As far as I'm, as long as I'm not too much involved. I'll tell you the reason 
why I say this: there •s quite a hassle down at East Palestine right now on me 
leaving the city unprotected. I don't lmow~rnt•s going to cane out of it. It's 
in the air down there, but I don't know what's going to come out. I -- our local 
newspaper kicked me pretty hard for leaving the city unprotected, and, it's starting 
to quiet dm-m now, at first I thour;ht that I was going to be in trouble, but. it •s 
starting to quiet down now; I wouldn't like anything to rile it back up again. 

W: (Preparing stt to this effect.) we •re cmcerned that other people are not 
concerned enough, that you could do s0i-uething like this and get taken to task for it. 
1~ consider that it was not only helpful, it was vital, of Vital importance that you 
did chase this and can add your testimony to the other officers•. What we•re trying 
to do is to change the public attitude toward this so people won •t, number one, be 
taken to task for investigating it, and number t';-10, have to look into it in the first 
place. 

Schley (approaching car): Is it OK now? 

W: Yes, everything is all over. 

R: Is that all you needed fran me? 

W: Yes, and if you can wait half a second, I'll give you a copy of that newspaper. 
(Gets copy. Recorder turned off.) 
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STA'l.,.2:1-ZNT BY JACK E . CR.\HER, SR ., CONCERNING UFO SIGHnNG APRIL 17, 1966, CHP..SS FROM 
?.:R TAG~ COu'"NTY , OHIO , TO CONWAY, PA . 

I was the radio opero.tor on duty that ni~ht, in Salem, Ohio, in Columbiana County . At 
a little D.fte::- 5:00 .1\lvI, I heard traffic from Portage County. A patrol car, P-13, r eported 
seeir-.g a light in the air, ab~ut 40-60 feet off the g round, with a shape; that is~ the 
boi:tom of this object was lighted, so bright it was hard to look at. 'Ihe Portage County 
base radio operator told him to follow it, i,fr1en it began to move o From the traffic over 
CT/ radio in Saler.1 9 I got the following picture: 

TI1e object, wit~ P-13 in pursuit, traveled generally east or south, first along Rteo 224 
to l)::.ertield 7 ,v:1ere ll~ couple's with 22l:-. Ic continued east , turning south at t.1:-..e edge 
of Cai.7.ficld, sti 11 on. 14, now on 4-6 also. Continued south to the edge of Columbiana, then 
east agtin, still on 14 and l~6. It (they) followed li-i- all the way to the state line, then 
(as I understand) into Pennsylvania on 51. J.adio traffic from the cruiser, P-13, was clear 
until beti'..-Jeen Unity , Ghio, and the. st:ate line . 

Several 'i:iraes, when the pursuit car could not keep up, the object appeared to stop and wait 
for th~m~ This hap:_:,ened at -t:irt Deerfield, at the edge of Canfield, perhaps at the inter-
section of 53Li- and 11=:- (not too sure about t.riis location), and where 165 intersects ll~, 
at the edge of Columbiana. 

'Ihe occupa.'1t s of P-13 described the object as too bright to look at, and said they were 
£2.rtly frightenede M1.en Portage gase station ·s uggested shooting at the object, they 
said it was nothing; like. they had ever seen before. At 165, the object went straigb.t up 
and ore occu p.?.nt su gge.ste.d sending jets, or having jets sent up, after it. About 5 (five) 
wi:rntes afterwards , Patrolnen Lonnie Johnston and, ..... ~:,,4-:~, on a hill 
ne.ar town, watch;3d t ,,-o jets fly near anothe r object in the sky-.-- l~ R~ 
Ti:1.e occupant/ who was driving P-13 described a noise associated, apparently, with the 
o7:ijzct, like a humming noise from a washing rrn chine. I do not know ·whe·ther he meant, all 
t.he tiu:e, or just at one or more ti.mes. He re.p6rted, after it got light, that a ·wire seemed 
·co be cc::1ing froB the object. After it got light, the object appeared dimmer, relatively .. 
The; (t11~ occupant s of P-13) reported that they were traveling hetween 80 and 100 r.iile.s a."1 

::iour. 

I l18ard the radio of the Iisbon Sheriff •s OEfi.ce say that a cruiser from E. Palestine was 
wai'-:in:£ at Unity . 

i~'.) oae from any government investigative agency has talked with me concerning this sighting, 
c:ther in a military or~ civilian capacity o I have not discussed th.is with any representative 
of t~1e U. S. Air Force or anyone working in any ·way with aircraft, or airport, person.i.cel. 

Signed /4)~ t!,, tJgJ 

C,c.ta.,_;_f' 7, i¥ C 6(both) . (ancl ''Jped) . . . /J' I, C. fl. e 
d j,,-u'=tel~u/,fu,,i<ted /ad/&u.u-,'/1 kd,/' 6e'1'1Jt'l'!f Uie national jiut/ic ,,-n,/e,i,eat 



PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW wrn1 J'Aac E. CRAMER, SR., RADIO OPERATOR WI'ru 
SA.IBM, auo .t.>OLICK DEPARTMENT: TAPED APRIL 27, 1966 (W: weitzel Cl cramer) 

w: Did the object, did he describe it as wobbling, or perfectly level, or mat? 

C: No, he just, uh, way I got it, it would raise, and then take off straight. 
It ~uld go so far, it seemd like, and, the way he was telling it, it wuld more 
or less wait until they got there, because it was, they couldn •t keep up with it; 
and as soon as they ~uld get up underneath it, or mere they , could ·see it right 
good again, -c.ny, zooh, it t«>uld take off. No, he didn •t say ilnything about it 
-wobbling. 

w: \hen it stopped, md seemed to wait for them, did it come down and wait, or 
did it wait at the same altitude? 

C: No, the same altitude, the way I understood him to say; I never heard him say 
it cane down at all; it was always, it would go straight up, and then take off. 

W: I see. 

Cs He said it didn't level up; he said that it went straight up. 

W: Row many times do you think it actually had stopped? Dlring the. entire chase. 
that you heard on the. radio? 

C: ~11, let's see, it seems to me it was at Deet-field, that would be one, and I'm 
not sure ther he said there at 534 aoo 14 or not (near Berlin center); I know he 
did at Cm.field, and at 165*, I believe, was · the three times that I heard him sq it 
appeared to stop and wait on him. Now he may have said it down here at this inter-
secticn, do'Wil by O>lumbiana, but I'm not sure about that. Because that was getting 
out of range, too, to hear. It was at least three times, I •m sure, that he sai.d it 
acted like it was stopped and waiting on him . .And it would rise, a little bit, each 
time that it stopped. And it went up to about a thousand foot there. at 165; that •s 
when he mentioned about the jets fron Youngsto~. that•s mere it went up to a 
thousand foot; he said it looked like it was about a thousand foot. 

W: 'l:1le driver uentiooed that? 't-hat did he say again, about the jets? 

C: was talking to his dispatcher, and he said, "Do you suppose you could get some 
jets out at Youngstown,"he said, "Boy, that thing•s really going up in the air," 
he said, "it must be about a thousand foot n<M." v.bere it had been around, oh, I 
suppose, fran Berlin Qenter, down to there, d~ to five hundred feet. Or as near 
as he could judge it, that is, you know; it •s a little hard to judge, I have an idea. 

Wz ~ay, uh, now: Could we - I have the thing starting out he.re at Atwater, and 
I •d like to make a list of the turns it made, onto df£ferent routes, so I can 
describe its "itinerary, " so to speak. 

c: Yeah. ~11, that was Oil 224. And then at Deerfield, it was 224 and 14. see, 
14 cones into 224 at Deerfield. And then, of course, that•s still going west, it 
hadn't made any turns. 

W: Going west? 
,. 
I 
I 

• I 

C: Going east, I mean. It hadn •t made any tum at Deerfield. It didn•t mate any \ 
1, tum lllltil it got there at, just at the edge of. Canfield. .And that's when it tumed 

south. And COtllliL down to the, Coluubiana.... 'lbat •s 14 and 46, then, •cause 224 goes \ 
straight east. And it come dawn to the edge of Colmbiana, and that 14 and 4', i 

I 
and it -went east then, off of 14 and 46, and 46 would end down at Rt.7, and 1~ .. would I 
ccntinue to the Pennsylv111ia line. 

* 165 crossing here due east, not 'farther south. 



PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF IN!ERVIEW WI'm DAVE BRO'nmRS, COLUMBIANA CTY ., OHIO, 
SHERIFF'S DKPUTY: TAPSD APril 27, 1966: (W: Weitzel B: Brothers) 

B: I don't know what time it was, but I started listening to it on the radio when 
that Portage County Deputy was following down Rt. 14. I was out on Rt. 14(A) west 
of Salem, and I was under the opinion that they was caning in· { on '-14 into Salem, 
but they was on northern 14, and they came into canfield. I didn•t realize the 
speed that he was running, so I turned to the east and started chasing after them. 
But the speed they were running, I couldn 1t catch up; I was a.boot two or three 
minutes behind it all the time. But about all I saw in the sky was, I did see 
three airplanes, which was denied in the newspaper, that there was no airplane; 
I saw the three planes, and they were going in the same direction, east, into 
pennsylvania; and the planes left a little vapor trail, but they weren•t jets •••• 
They were running too slow for jets, because I was keeping up to them •• •. I could 
make out the image of lllat they were, airplanes. And I only saw one jet, rut that 
was farther east, and it looked like he was, he was caning ,west, and he just turned 
around and went back east, because you coµld see this vapqf trail, 'When he tumed 
around and went east. But other than that, I never spottEi~ that object they were 
chasing •••• 

W: that kind of traffic did you hear on your radio? 

B: ~11, it al 1 started up in \,'ortage County, is ~ere he spotted this thing off 
to the left, and he said that this thing was a bright light, and it was only about 
forty feet off the ground, as I remember when it first started. And he said he was 
going to follo.-1 it, and it went straight up, and it started -- I don•t know ·l..b.at 
route it took until it hit Rt. 14 up here. But he hit Rt. 14, and he said he was 
coming into Deerfield, then he said he was going into Canfield, and it made a turn 
t:o the south at Canfield, and it came down Rt. t.G, and it cane into Coltmbiana, 
and made a turn to the east en Rt. 14 again and headed into pennsylvan!a. And it 
just followed the highway perfect. At all the time. 

W: You heard that en your radio? You heard them talking about it, · when the, first 
saw it? 

B: Ch, yeah. Yeah •• .'. 

w: Can you give roe an account, beginning at the start, in as much detail as you 
can remember, and you can backtrack if you have to, of what you heard on your radio? 

B: Well, like I say, when it first started, I couldn •t hear the ;i?ortage county car, 
he was too far away for our mobile uni ts. BUt Portage County was kind of joking with 
him, at first; I remember them saying, "Don •t blow your siren and don •t scare the 
tf-iing, to, den •t do nothing to agitate it,'' is what they said. But then yru could 
see it was getting pretty serious, and this guy was serious. And he followed it, 
and he said, "It's just off to my left, a~ere from a thousand to two thousand feet. , 
It's a bright object." Now, he tried to describe it a couple times, but I don't 
remember whether he said it was cone-shaped, more or less, with the cone pointing 
down, and the whole underside of it was illuminated; real bright light. And I 

\ 
i 
i 
I 

I remember him saying -- now this is al 1 I heard en the radio - he was, Portage Cty. 
car, was telling back to the base, that at one time, there, it lit up the highway. 
when this started, originally, it was still dark. By the time they got aver to the 
Pennsylvania line, it was getting dawn. And then they could still see it. 

i \ I 

W: "4>.en did it Tight up the highway? 

Bi ~11 that woold have been when it first started. 'Ibat was before I could hear his 
car, see. 
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w: Did he repeat that observation, men you heard that over yoor radio? 

B: Mn hmm. Yeah. When he was tali;ing to -- he, he kept, ' this Portage Cty. car, 
he was pleading for help, for sorooone else to make sure they see this thing, so they 
didn't think he was nuts. And as it l-JOrked out, we missed him, but Wayne Ruston in 
Palestine was waiting there at Unity, and Ruston saw the same thing. And R'USton 
followed the same thing that this other car was following. 

W: Where were they, when you first had radio contact from their cruiser? 

• B: '!he first time I talked to him, he said he was crossing Rt. 14 and 534, is where 
he said he was at. • And that 1s when I started talking to him. (Berlin ~nter). 
And tilat 's when he said he was still headed west, or east, on Rt. 14, an;ywhere frcm 
85 to l[O miles an hour son2times, see. So we •re waiting ~ight outside of Salem 
here, waiting to see this thing, waiting to see this thi.ng t >and the next thing he 
said, "i.;e •re just caning into Canfield.•• So that left me out. BUt right away we 
turned and we went as fast as we could, and we knew where he would cane out at 
Canfield, in Columbiana. And he said he's headed sooth on 46 out of Canfield, and 
we called for Columbiana police, to be waiting for him there, md the Columbiana 
police, he ran upt<Mn to get himself a camera. And this thing was running so .fast 
that it hit Columbiana and was out of Columbiana before that cruiser got back down 
there. 

W: ~o was in that cruiser, that went up to get the camera? 

B: Patrolnan Jack Raines, in Columbiana.••• I was just leaving salem, and he said 
he was on 46, leaving Canfield, going south, and I'll, I•d say it wasn•t minutes, 
he said he was crossing Rt. 165, so he was really running. '!here was .no way possible 
we could catch up, to see this thing. But East Palestine was copying it all, and 

• their cruiser was waiting up there, in Unity, and I know they both went all the way 
down into Pennsylvania on 51, and they observed the thing the mole way down, and I 
also heard them say they . lost it, going down Sl into Brady •s Run park. 

W: You heard them, on your radio, say that? 

h .,.. d ld .still • B: Yea • .1.uey were talking car to car, see, an I coo /mom.tor 1.t. 

W: Could you tel 1 me more or less verbatim, what they said, or as good as you can 
remember it? 

B': well, that Portage County car, when Unity, or the East Palestine car was waiting 
in Unity, he says, "Where •s it at?tt and he said, •'Look right off to your left, by 
your left window post, and you •11 see it up in the sky... '.lllen he looked, and he 
says, "I see it." So that •s when he followed it, too. And it still traveled at the 
same speed, like I say, when it got down into Brady•s Run, I heard either East 
:Palestine or P...13 say they lost it •••• '.llley come through into the clearing and 
said, "'ttle.re, it's waiting on us .••• here in Freedom. 0 lind I heard East Palestine 
radio back, to call Chippewa To'mlship State Police Barracks, in ~nnsylvania, but 
they didn't have no car out. So the next car they made contact with was in eonway. 
And mat happened after Conway I don 't knw. 

W: When did you finally lose radio contact? 
i 

B: i~ll, after-they got down in there, I don't know exactly where I quit hearing them, \ 
I kept hearing East Palestine cruiser give the Portage County car directions on ~ere 1 

l to turn, and everything; but I don •t know where they was at, I presume th~v was in 
East Rochester. Then I didn't hear no more from them until they come bacl<", .and we 
talked it wer in Unity again. 'Ulat was a.bout 10 after 7, I suppose. 
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W: And what hap penecl there? 

B: we.11, that•s where the East Palestine car and the ~rtage Cty. car, they 
came back on the way to their base station; we, that's where I waited on them, 
I didn •t go down into ~nnsylvania, I could see there was no use in me chasing 
this thing. I waited for them to hear their story when they come back. 

W: What did they tell you there? 

B: About the sane thing. vhat they sat11, and everything. And I believed them, 
because this one., from l?ortage Cty., he was all shook up. was that Spaur? Is he 
the regular Deputy? · And they had that Auxiliary Deputy with them, I don •t know his 
name. He told me, he told me exactly, he described it again, just as he did aver 
the air, the same thing I heard, see. 

W: Row do you mean, he was "shook up"? was he shaking? Stuttering? 

B: wel 1, he said his stomach, "It gives you a funny feeling in your stanach, .. he 
said, by God, he•s never seen sanething like this before • .And of course he told me, 
''You•re gonna think I'm lying, 0 he said, ~'By God you~re not gonna believe it ... , I, 
I believed him, myself. 

w: was he shaking at al 1? 

B: \~11, I don't thinl~ he had fright in him. But he was nervous, and I ~uld be 
nervous, too, driving at the speeds he was driving, to get there, see •• •• BUt 
Wayne HUston, he was pretty calm, and he felt the same way, he said, "By God, it 
gives you a funny feeling to see something like that." 

W: How well do you know HUstm? 

B: Very well. But I don •t know them other two Deputies at all. 

W: Row long has h~ been with the East Palestine Police? 

B: A.bout six and a half years.... And I've been with him in a lot of tight pinches, 
and he's, he's nobody to back down on nothing. Re was, he was a little bit -- now, 
I say he was scared i:nysically, it was just the feeling that they tried to describe 
with, how this thing acted up. 

w: \.bat kind of descriptions did yoo hear on the radio, 'While they were chasing it? 

B': I can•t remember that, except that it was ccne-shaped, and the ccne was pointing 
down, and I did hear them say that it looks like abait forty to forty five feet 
across the top. But I don't know, uh, --

w: Do you remember anything about a noise? 

B: Oh, yeah; they did mention it had a steady humning noise. I heard them say that. 
J\lSt a hum, and I know he snid it doesn •t, it didn •t leave any vapor trail, or anything' 
like that. And men it moved, I heard •em describe that, men it moved, it didn •t 
climb like an airplane, it either went straight up or it come straight down. 

W: '!his hunming noise: did he say that was with it all the time, or he heard it at 
one ti.me, or what? Did he use the word, "steady"? 
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B: I•m not sure, he says it, I heard them Sa!f there was a humming noise. I don•t 
know which way it was, ..hich wtfy he meant it. 

W: Could you hear a humming noise, over your radio? 

B: No. I was too far behind. 'lhe closest I got to them was four or five miles. 

W: Could you hear anything over the radio about jet planes being sent up? .Anyone 
saying that they were, or that they were going to, or that they were trying to, or 
anything of that sort? .Any reference at all to jet planes. Or: airplanes, being sent up. 

B: Yeah. Now, I don't remember ,..ti.ether it was Portage county base station, or 
East Palestine, but ' they definitely said there was a coople jet planes sent up. to 
intercept this thing. And I also heard Huston talking to Portage County, that they 
had, -- he talked to some Colonel, or something, fran the Air Force Reserve base, , 
at Pittsburgh. over the telephone. 

W: Hus ten talked w.i. th them? 

B: o.ie of them. At East Rochester, see. 'lb.ey talked to this guy <Ner a telephone. 
And this guy told Ruston that they spotted it on radar. At cne time. 

W: Scmebody told him? 

B': Yeah. That they had an object on radar,. but they didnit know mat it was •••• 
I heard Portage County say something, they called the Youngstown Air Base about it, 
and they had no planes available. 'l'hey had no jets up therer or something to that 
effect, see .••• BUt I definitely heard that Pittsburgh sent up jets to intercept 
it, and they were in the area. And I also heard Dale, this Deputy from Portage Cty. 
state, that a plane, one of the passenger planes flew right underneath this thing. 
I chn •t know how much clearance there was. What I •ve often wondered, is what them 
planes lJere that !. saw; and they •re saying there wasn •t any •••• 

W:: He had heard that from his phone call'! 

B: whoever he talked t9 CNer the telephone. 'lh.ey were suppooed to have said, 
•~ have the object on radar, and we •ve sent planes up." 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

W: ~11, that's about as close as we've gotten, I guess, about that. Ras anyone 
fran the Air Force talked with yen at·.all? (radar & jets) 

B: No. 

w: Have you beard the explanation of this? 'l'hat the Air Foree gave? 

B: Yeah: Yeah. 

W: what do· you think of that? 

B: well, I don•t believe that! 

W: Does it seem likely, fran what you heard? 

B: well, I myself, I w:>uld say it was impossible. For three people to chase a thing 
like this, and then for them to say it•s Venus. ~elf, I think it•s silly; but I 
don~t know mat it is. -
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W: I guess that's all I have to ask you. If you hear anything else about this 
I'd like you to get in contact with me. 

B: 'Ihe way they make you sound, you •re better off not to. 

W: vbat•s that? 

B: '.Ihe way they make a fool out of you, you •re better off not to·. 

W: Oh. You mean -- who makes a fool oi: youl 

B: Well, the things like they come up with, this "chasing venus". I think tb.at•s 
ridiculous~ for cryin• ou't -- they ought to just say they don •t know, and be do·ne 
with it. But I don •t, I don't know whether they know. 

w: (Tenninates interview) 

\ 

I . 
I 
I 



I TELEPHONE, NORTH 7•Sl4S-' 

CABLE ADDRESS, 
SKYLIGHT 

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHO£ 
USMC IIIIET,I DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, 

1536 CONNECTICUT AVE .. N . W. 

NOTE: 'this is a drawing made by Frank Panzanel la, Conway, Pa. 
Police tepartment, on Jl.tne 21, 1966, during my second visit 
and interview with him. 'the first was on April, 20, .-·1966, at 
which time his drawing was identical with this me, as was the 
testimony. One discrepancys he did not, on April 20, call this 
picture (second -~:'a, ~e 'fbottom" view; was not su;e then. 

~-~-I~ • 



TELEPHONE: NORTH 7.9434 

CABLE AODRESS: 
SKYLIGHT 

MAJOR OONALD E KEYHOE 

USMC CRET.I DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 

JUne 21, 1966 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, 

1536 CONNECTICUT AVE .. N. W. 

STAT'..a--filNT BY FRANK P.A.i.'1ZA!rn:LI..A., COlfv/~, PA. POUGE 

May 18, 1966: At 5:20 A.M. stopped at Conway Hotel and had a cup of coffee. 
I thm left the hotel coming down Second Avenue to 11th Sl:t--eet and made a left 
turn on 11th Street preceeded up the hill. Looked to my right and saw a 
shining object. I thought it was a reflection off of a plane. I got to Mickey•s 
Lounge on the top of the hill and I looked back and it wasn •t moving oo I turned the 
police car around and cane back down 11th Street and went to Adamom;ki service Station 
on 10th Street and Route 65. I then got out of the police car n:nd looked at the 
object again. I rubbed my eyes 3 or 4 times but didn•t say anything to anyone 
for the time being. I saw 2 other patrol cars pull up and the officers got M. out of 
the cro:- and asked me if I saw it., I replyed SAW WHAT: They pointed to the object 
and I told th.em I had been watching it for the last 10 minutes. 'lhe object was 
the shape of half of football, was very bright and about 25 to 35 feet in diameter. 
the object then moved out towards Harmony Township appro..°tit:'.ately a 1,000 feet high, 
then it stopped then went straight up real fast to about 3,500 feet. I then ~alled 
the base station told the radio operator to notify the Pittsburgh Airport. Re asked 
me if I was sick. I told him if I was sick so were the other 3 patrolmen. 'J.he 
operator got the airport on the line and told them what happened, he toid them to 
hold the line and in the mc.antine we kept wa.tching the object and at that time a 
passenger pl&-,.e passed to the left about 1,000 feet be.low the object. \\~ relayed 
the message to the operator and he relayed it to the airport. 'lhe object continued 
to go upward until it g;ot as small as a ballpoint pen. 'lhen we received a message 
to make a phone cal I. 1·;"e preceeded to the Roc..l-iester police alepartment and made the 
phone call. Officer l'arr talked to someone and then we returned to Conwrr:; Police 

., Department where I gave Officer Parr my nane and gas for his police car to return 
home. 'Jhe object was in my sight from 5:20 A.M. to 6:15 A.M. 

Patrolman Frank Proizanella 
Th.at is a stateoent typewritten and su1::mitted to an investigator for the USAF on 
}tay 18~ 1966. 'lhe investigator asked me no questions, just took this typed stt. 

I told Hi: . Weitzel of NICAP the following on April 20, 1966: .Joh.--i Bieghey, the 
Rochester Base Radio Operator, or a voice going into his microphone, said "'lhey•re 
sending two up.•• Also heard a voice saying the object was on radar. This voice 
came over my police car radio. '111.e radar report was heard before we saw the plane 
fly under the object. I also saw two streaks of smoke or something in the sl~.r, 
like jet contrails, apparently coming in such a way thatt in continued, the streaks 
would have circled the object. 'lhe front of the growing streaks was to the object•s 
left, above the object. When I f:izst saw the object, it was about 3/4 inch across 
at armTs length (apparent size). After it receded horizontally to a new position, 
it was about 1/16 inch apparent size. Relative to the moon, the object was quite 
distant and to the left of the moon; I could not see the moon from my position 
at the Atlantic Station where the object was seen between tvJO anten.."1.as in the 
back yard across the street to the east. We al 1 four watched the object shoot 
straight up and disappear. I heard a whipping or swishir.g noise, like swishing a 
piece of rope through the air, and heard this sound only when the object moved . ' 
(between hoverings ). l·~ather conditions: clear day, no haze in ti.":,~ sky . ) At tYLr.., ~;L 
the end of the sighting, the sun was up enough to illuminate the hills to the 11orth-~- • 
east, and I had no need of headlights. \;,hen we were into Freedom, I heard a • 

I 

police offi_wfi"'~~t .. ~~~Y~,P£~a:P~lk,,~ 6J!;J;? of..~1£~~fi't1k: s&l~l} had seen two planes. 
Re called me o~ his own, not by my re.quest. Correction: ro'7i:atanowski. 2153 Ridge Rd ex. 
Bis transmission was cut off by ground conditions through whl.ch he 266 _ 290S. 
could not tra;-,,srai!. ; voice faded and !Jrent ou~".:7 Did not hear him sa_y . 

_,.,,-, . / he ha~ seen the UFO. s· d•C, / tli:,,,,.. P-~ nate. 6 -r?(-Cb _ 
/ tj)!e.:: ; (.,j t.L~-fJ /J JC/} 'f J.gne •e-'- fa;, Y?Q &::::';; • -



TELEPHONE: NORTH 7-9434 

CABLE ADDRESS: 
SKYLIGHT 

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE 

USMC <RET.l DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES: 

1536 CONNECTICUT AVE., N. W. 

STATEMENT BY FRANK Pf..NZANELLA, CONWAY, PA. POLICEHAN, ABOUT 
RELEASE OF INFORMATION GIVEN TO U.S.AoF. REPRESENTKi'IVE ON 
APRIL 17, 1966 UFO SIGHTING -- THIS INFORMATION WAS GIVEN 'l'O 
'nIB u.s.A.F. REPRESENTAnVE Mf:I.Y ts , 1966 and is the. only 
information given a u.s.A.F. representative by me. I do not 
mind its being shown by the u.s.A.F. to any reliable UFO 
investigator, such as the National rnve.stigations Committee 
on A~ial Tu'\enoo:iena representative, \'fi.lliam Weitzel, but prefer 
that tite information not be given by the u.s.A.F. to a news 
representative. Sigr...ed, Frank Panzanella, J\lne 21, 1966: 

f_u'Z1c,,{ ,1';,M«<,. 6 ~21-0::. '_U c,/ 4 rU IC, flf' 
- r 1r-d 6/21 I cc 

Note on Panzane.lla•s interview by the u.s.A.F. representative: this man, whose 
name panzanella does not ·recall, visited him in the Police Station late in th~ 
afternoon. of the 18th of l".i':lY. He told Panzanella he had only about 45 minutes 
to spend there, as he had to see t~a yne Ruston the same afternoon. Panzanella 
took longer than this to type his statement, and t..i.e L--iterviewer said he would 
see Huston the next day i nstead, but he did not interrogate Panzanella at all; 
he simply took the writ ten statem2nt.~._. Re also told ?anzai..,ella he did not care 
whether the statement was signed or not. He told Panzanella th.is was not his 
regular job (collecting UFO report information.) 1,;hen Panzanella asked the 
interviewer whether an object moving at supersonic speed in a vertical direction 
would produce a so.tic boom, the interviewer said he did not know. Panzanella •s 
question was related to the rapid vertical departure of the April 17 UFO at the 
terminus of the sighting. 
* Tb.e typed statement, tilat is. 

Panzanella took me to the spot where he first observed the UFO after leaving his 
car. He got his first good look at it as he was driving C,.,,g.,.? on 2nd Ave. in 
Conway; it is this view he has reproduced in drawings as an oval with lights on 
the bottom snd a projection near one edge. This was a bottom view. He turned 
off Oecond uvenue, went about½ block to the Atlantic Station on Rte. 65, parked 
his car at the s.w. corner of the station, got out, turned around, and saw the 
object hovering to the east between ~10 antennas in a backyard across the street. 
He moved across the station to the eastern corner .ind watched the object hover 
and the Deputies and Patrolman Ruston pulled into the station and joined him. 
It is his first . position from which this photograph shows him pointing. 

v1:o ft;'l;l~/V ,.. .R~M 1t1r1.. si'1', w. Weitzel 

This photo taken JUne 21, 1966; 
UFO indicated by ink spot and arrow. 
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PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW' WITH PATROLMAN FRANK PANZA.NELIA, CONWAY, 
PENNSYLVANIA POLICE: TAPED April 20, 1966 (W: weitzel P: Panzanella) 

W: Now, he called Greater Pittsburgh Airport (B-,teghey did). Do you know whom he 
talked to there? 

P: No, he didn't tel 1 me. He just says he was talkin._~ to the airport now, and they 
had him hold onto the line, because he had the phone in his hand, and he heard the 
operator telling the, telling the guy that the State Police were there, and that 
they had it on the screen. 

W: was that the telephone operator, or the, uh, which operator was that? 

I': No. See, they had their phone open; they weren •t talking to John. 'llley didn 1t 
have the mouthpiece ·covered and John heard it on the telephone. 

W: who do you think the 'operator was talking to, then? 

P: I don't know, unless he was talking to that State Police up there; I don't know. 
Up at the airport. Because John relayed the -- John heard it and he was telling me 
right over the car radio, mat they were doing up there. 

W: OK, now how did the operator put this, do you remember, is this second-hand from 
you that, uh, fran vJh.at John heard, or did you hear this thing going on too? 

P: No; I heard talking, and Dale and us~ we were all standing by the car, -we. were 
tall~ing and watching it at the same. time; I didn •t pay too much attention, because 
the next day, men I talked to John over the phone from the building, do\.m here, I 
said, "Did you see in the paper mere the Greater Pittsburgh Airport says they deny 
having anything on the radar?" I said, ... \'hat did they tell you?" Ba says, *'No, I 
heard it. 'llley ,-reren •t talking to me," but he says he heard them talking to the 
State Police up th.ere, that they had it on the radar screen. 

·, W: Do you think the operator up there was talking to the State Police? -
l?: I think so .••• • . . . . . . . . . 
W: Did you see any other jet planes, or any other aircraft? 

P: we seen two streaks, and that was after we made the call, these two mite streaks, 
you know how your planes leave that at a high altitude? 'Ihere were t~- streaks out 
there. What they were, I don •t know •• •• To its left toward the sunrise. And, a 
matter of fact, Harmony, Econany Borough called in and said there was two planes 
out there, but that's when we lost track of him, •cause he was down in a valley and 
once he goes down in that valley, we can't pick him up. 

w: OK, now, the trails were to the left of the object, and that would put them in 
what position relative to the sunrise? 

P: Going right tCMard the sunrise.... And that •s when Dale told me they had two 
trainers from Ohio trailing it, now whether it was his planes out there, I don't know, 
or from the airport, I don't know, either; that's something I couldn •t tel, l you. 
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
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SKYLIGHT 

11536 CONNECTICUT AVE .. N. W. 

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE 
USMC tRtt.l DIRECTOR 

8.rATEMENT BY HENRY KWJATANC'MSKI, EC'ONCMl BOROOOH POLICE, PA.'t 
C~ERNn& UFO SIGHTED MORNim APRIL !A 17, 1966 

... 

en this morning, just before sunrisJ, I heard radio traffic on a UFO over coo.way. 
'!hen I le ard it was heading toward the stm. I was in Rax:mmy Twp. Building. I 
drove to Shafer Rd: and Rt. 989 and looked for the UFO. I could not see it at 
first. I saw two jets going east, into the sun. '!hen I saw a bright, apparently 
externally illuminated (by the sun) "squashed football""-shaped object traveling 
behind the jets. It went in a line behind them, one jet in front of the other, 
the UFO third in line. It was a little above the jets. 'lhe jets were commercial 
liners, I could see the windows. 'Jhere were vapor trails, not contrails, from 
the jets, nothing from the UFO. 'lhe three objects disappeared into the sun, in 
about five mint1 tes. I had been trying to get Frank Panzancl la on the radio, and 
he finally returned my call, after the object disappeared. I told him I saw two 
jets and a UFO behind them. ne did not return my call. '!he object did not appear 
to have any irregularities on the surface; Portholes or projections or bumps. 

No representative of any government or military agency has discussed this sighting 
with me. I did not report the sighting to anyone. 

All three objects appeared to be in level flight throughout the sighting. 'lb.e uro 
. did not zig-zag or alter its distance frcm the jet in front of it. '#leir altitude 

at the beginning and ending of the UFO sighting. was about 15 degrees•' 
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TELEPHONE, NORTH 7°9434 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES: 

CABLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE .. N. W. 

SKYLIGHT 

MAJOR DONALD~ KEYHOE 

USMC (RET.J DIRECTOR 

April 28, 1966 

ST.-\T2ViSNT (F LONNIE JOI-ms ON A:'ID RAY ESIBRLY, POLICE OF:-'ICERS, CI'IY OF SALEM, OHIO 
co:-Jc::::::rnrnG UFO CHASED BY SPAUR AND NEFF A.l'i!D TTIJSTO?r, APRIL 17, 1966 MO.'lNING . 

'lne undersigned, Johnson and Esterly, were on duty in Salem the morning of April 17. 
Ar ound 5:30 ,'.l·1, we stopped into the station to see who ~uld turn off the city lig'b.ts • 
.. :-::. heard radio traffic on the UFO chase me.. tioned above. At the time we left the station 
to look for the object, thinking it might pass ne·ar Salem, the pursuit vehicle had passed 
53L~ 0:1 224 (Berlin Center). }le went to ?rospect Street partway do,..n tb.e hill, w.1en we 
saw the cb ject in the d istanJ~.:..~t an elevation of approximately 25°, estimated al tituee 
10,000 - 20,000 feet (Esterly lo, Johnson hi) . Actually, first we saw one jet, then the 
object in front of it. we could see the jet, the exhaust space, and the contrail. 'Ihe 
jct scened o.t the sarre. altitude of the object, going (both) southeast. The jet seemed to 
be pursuing the object. iJhile we watched, for an estimated tirr,e of no more than two 
n inute.s, we yf saw two more jets caning from behind, in the sarre direction. These two 
h8.c'. arcing cont.rails, either da-m or curved horizontally . 'Ihe object was (Esterly) less 
tl1ci. 3 or eve.i.. (Johnson) 1 mile(s) away, in front of the first jet. The other two we.re 
about 10 miles back. 

':'he cbject was a bri@lt ball, about 5 (five) tines the size of the jet behind it. 
color was reddish orange, i;:erhaps from sky reflection. Brighter than the planes. 
t.ear no noise from the object, nor fran the jets. The object's brightness did not 

Its 
'(~ could 
va-cy. 

de returned to the Salem Police station when the four objects flew out of view 
and three jets o) 
,i1.1m we cor:1e in, 

'lne. UFO ap reared to be in lev:el flight al 1 tl1e ti me while we 
t..'1c pursuit vehicle reported its location as near (the object 
east of Columbiana. 

(the UFO 
watched it. 
was above) , 

Fires tone !?arms, 

Yei ther one of us has been contacted concerning this sighting by any repeese.ntative. of the 
Uo s . Air Force; or my government representative, or any officials whatever interested in 
this sighting, except the people we work wi th 9 in the Police . Sta~· o,n. .. 

/// , // 7 (_)' ( ,,,- . .r . _/; i~ l 
Date /,~, -.,:_..,7 < .... P' •.) , 9" 6 6 Signature 0(1( .,.,,. /J LA, I ---1-r/rr,j,,,-; 

I I _I ·." r:: /, / ,/ /, ,,, 'r:,: . Q /. I -1-(r ' · v I I -. ) • / •. ,:_ .. __ ~,,,:-<-c.-•-:,,-, {,'5_ r..,,<:/.,;;.<- /4;:,.-f/ Signature v ;I-' . ~,, .>. ,,, ,,,. 1 ,,,. ·,v, 
/ 

·;;:l:tnessed 

/U .. CC,/J, f? / v1 
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TELEPHONE, NORTH 7•9434 

CABLE ADDRESS, 
SKYLIGHT 

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE 

USMC <RET.l DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL I NVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036 AD MINISTRATIVE O FFICES, 

1536 CONNECTICUT AVE .. N . W. 

April 28 , 1966 

ST.t.T211ENT BY LT• RI CR.ARD M. ivt-ITNNERY; SALEM, OHIO POLICE, lu'ID JACK E . CRNYER, R.:.JI 0 
O:..-:-i!:R.:--\TCR, SALSM, OHIO POLICE , CONCERNIID UFO (SAME ONE?) CHASED FR011 OHIO TO PENNSYDVANIA 
m APRIL 17, 1966 AM. 

1:2-, the undersigned, were in the Salem Police Station on April 17, 1966, listening to 
trc:£fic on a 1.FO being chased from Porta~e County, 01io, into Pennsylvania (as we lat~r 
le~rr1ed, that is, the conclusion to the sighting by JR.putios Spaur and Neff). At about 
6 :30 AH, a voice broke. into our- reception of nonnal calls, saying something like the . 
following;: (Happened abt. ten min. before Johnson ai..d Esterly returned from watching Jets 
following a UFO going southeast, presumably the one being chased . ) ·ght 
"1 ·10 going down to take a look at it 0 (couple of seconds later) ur,m./af8ve it, and it's 
about L:-5 feet (forty five) across 0 ttsorrething trai ing behind itn °1ike a bal 1 of fire'.t 
w2 are not sure of the identity of the voice. No u.s. Air - Force representative has see~us. 
'(;e did not :i.e2.r any other description of this object by this voice . 'Ihe reception of this 
voice sounced louder than our normal reception. The frequency was most likely 39.,58 me, 
but perhaps 155 me. Not sure AM or FM, but receiver is }'btoroia Model 1iUUMilt£iW 
!-:o<lel Fi LOlFi:ill - 1102A, Serial i1 E95161, Fttent, (latest) 3,101,L~~l-. , _ "t·· 

,1../ / " .. /. I • . , '-._-/ j 1/ /J:1 £ ) i.,vyt.,,,v~ 
Date I ,, b / {..,, 7) 

1 
r --/:i/) Sig~ature .-.y------/v--""...--!' ~--c,: /?(;· /7 

7 
Witnessed !t~e~,.,c:.--;' .1'7 ,l). {{.«__;;~~ Signature ,::;~:>I/ ?t,,,,7_ // (,_!, t'.. L{ ['., . ,; ff-,__/--;! 4'?,,-/,., , 

Note by 1· • 1.-:e i tzel : 

¥/ L~J 
( c;.71 _A/101-=:.-- . () 

_ ~rl~-/,J/ 
·t Joh.nson a'1.d Esterly had just , 

radioed in that they had seen jets 
following the object. 

Correction to above testmony: read "5 :3 0., instead of "6 :30" 
voice. Correction approved by the undersigned and witnessed . \ /2 ~/ 

for time of reception of 

I / · - / 11. ~o ,..'itnessed ; .: -,,:.tA!t.cz .•:7,--1 I C-c'"./.'.'c.7.,-,_. r P·..-r Signed 

Date ~'.2.•~;J 2 rt; /?'~~about 1 hour later than above 



PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF INTERvrgw WITH LT. RICHARD WHINNERY' SAmM, OHIO POLICE: ' 
TAl'ED A:t>RIL 28, 1966 (W: ~i tzel R: Whinnery) 

W: Now mat did you hear <Ner the radio? 

R: 1his mcrning, the morning that they were chasing, Portage County was chasing this 
flying object, it broke in on our frequency, after our boys had called in and said 
that the jets were behind it, there was something that broke in on our frequency 
and tho. one guy said, .. I •m going down to taka a look at it." And then he called 
back just a couple seconds later and he says, u1-m over - 1:vm on -- I'm above it, 
and it•s about fa:ty five feet in, across." And then he said sanething about 
something trailing behind it, then that was the last we heard. BUt it was just 
momentarily that it broke in on our radio frequency . 

W: Did anybody identify themselves? 

R: No. Just that they had told us that the jets were chasing it. 'Ihat they could 
see their vapor --

.w: was the signal loud, or clear, or --

R: Right. 

W: was it garbled? 

R: No. It was real loud and clear. I mean, you could distinguish it, real ·1oud. 
It •s -- it was louder tM.n what . it usually comes in, because wa •re used to ~earing 
these other stations. And this one, whoever it was, said, "'I•m going down to take 
a look at it," and then wen he called back in, he sounded like he was real excited. 
And he says, .. It •s about forty five feet across." • 

W: Did he say how close he •d gotten to it? 

R: No, he said, "I'm right above it ... 

W: ''Ri@. t above it." 

R: "RigJ:l.t above it." And then they said the next d~ that they didn•t even have any 
planes in the air. 

w: Did he say anything about hearing a noise fran it, anything like that? 

R: No. Nothing like that. JUst that he above it, and it was about forty five feet 
across. 

W: Any other description, about the object sticking out of it? 

R: .]\1st that there was, it was trailing sanething. And that was all he said. 

W: It was trailil"\?; sanething? 

R: Right. It was trailing sanething. Like a ball of fire, or something •••• 
It was just shortly after they had called and said that they were following -- you• know, ; 
that they could see the stream from the jets following it. And then, it came in real 1 ' 
clear. And it was louder tha,,. vmat we usually get over here .• •• I've never heard the 
voi:ee before. Beeause '118\:laHy w ean t?ellr t?h@ 9ntts around this area, be:citl:lS~ ·Ne know 
most af the, tr1-lYS at'ound he.t'e pa1!'sonaUy. put; 1:i.ii,s e~ in f~Ji \®4 i;aa\ 
And then that first time'- he said, 0 1 'm going down and take a look at it.•• 'lhen he 
said, 0 1 1m above it," ana he sounded real excited, and "It •s about 45 feet across." 



NOTES 00 P-13 SIGim:ID Th--aMINUS 

'lb.ere is a possibility that the UFO observed here, over Econany Borough (the 
Northern Lights Shopping Center area) is a different one from that chased. 
Frank Panzanella•s description is a bit different from that offered by the 
deputies and Wayne Ruston, although these officers believed the object they 
observed until · the end, was the same as that chased. Panzanella•s description 
may be, however, that of a .. cooled off" UFO whose relatively flat bottom was 
now visible; he did see a dooie-shaped top, or opposing surface. tnfortunately, 
the object hovered at a distance too great to make out great detail. '!be 
projection, or a projection, was visible in this last phase, however. 

'!he K'Wiatanowski sighting, likewise, may or may not be the P-13 UFO. It appeared 
oblong, and did not seem s·elf-illuminated. Note that while K'Wiatanowski judged 
the UFO to be at about the same distance as the jets, and could see windows on 
the aircraft, he could see no features on the UFO. 

K\-i'iatanowski.•s sighting seems to have lasted about as long as it took Frank 
Panzanella to see the deputies off, wait for the UFO'S return, receive a call 
about telling the other officers to call the airport, and nearly reach them. 
Re estimated this to be about three minutes. '!here is room for conjecture that 
the P-13 object le.ft the area and went after the jets Kw:i.atanowski observed. 

Regarding the position of venus relative to the mooo: David iebb, .NICAP Investigator 
in Alliance, 0,.io, writes the fol lowing: 

wnus rose at 3 :3S am: EST and was very ~right in the SE sky at magnitude ""4.0 at 
midmonth. It reached greatest western elongation on APril 6 and greatest 
brilliancy on March 1 (magnitude -4.3 ) . '!he moon passed !!!Z. close to Venus on 
the morning of April 16 and Venus was south of the moon. 
~i ther Mars nor JUpi ter was in the morning sky. 
Saturn rose at 4:10 am: EST, was 19° from the sun, faint (magnitude 1.4). 
Binoculars· would probably be necessary to see it. 
'l1le moon was at last quarter m APril 12 at 11:29 pii; new mocn occurred on April 20, 
at 3 :36 pn. On April 17 the moon would have been a thin crescent nearly 27 days 
old. A/3 near as I can determine, the cusps would have pointed south. Note that 
Spaur saw a bright point of light to the south of one of the cusps; this corresponds 
to the position of Venus almost exactly! ifiis is a point 'Which, I feel, cannot be 
belabored too much due to the erroneous AJ! conclusion. EVidently Spaur and Neff 
very assuredly saw the mocn, Venus, and the UFO at the same time, and, hence, the 
WO could not possibly be Venus, perloct. --Mlight began about .3:45 am EST on the 17th. 
sunrise was at s :20 am EST. 

'lhe Pittsburgh SUbcoounittee of NICAP is still investigating rumors of a photograph 
taken in Conway of the P-13 UFO. Someone was apparently bragging of this at the 
Croatian Club in Freedom, and at the Baden American ~gion. I have checked both 
places myself and could not dig up anything, but someone who saw the man is still 
trying to find him. He reportedly called the Arm'/ and was told to send them the• 
undeveloped negatives. '!he citizens in this area are reluctant to discuss the 
UFO topic, and reportedly heaped ridicule on the man when he made his claims. 

M:-.- ,,and Its. Taylor reported a UFO in the Conway area April 17 morning, but theirs 
flew by at 4 :30 am EST; the sky ,ms still dark. Not _much _detail_.__: 
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DISCUSSION OF JET PLANE AND/0.l. RADAR INVOLVEMENT WITH UFO 

Early news bulletins indicated that one of two trainer jets sent 
from Youngstolvri had buzzed the UFO and heard a humming noise, and 
that jets frcxn Greater Pittsburgh Airport had tried unsuccessfully 
to approach the slow-moving object. A voice on Frank Panzanellats 
radio, which operates on a frequency different from those used 
(39.58, 155.xx me) in Ohio, said, "They have it on radar, and theytre 
sending two up." Panzanella claims Beighey (Rochester Police Radio 
Operator) overheard someone at Greater Pittsburgh Airport making 
this statement, when he was waiting to report the UFO. Columbiana 
County Deputy Sheriff Brothers heard a similar report on his Ohio 
radio. 'lhe report to Salem, Ohio base of an observation of three 

, jets chasing a UFO in Spaur's direction was imnediately followed 
by what seemed to be a pilot's comment on the object. 

Major Hector Quintanilla denied that any radar or jet involvement 
was reported to him. At his May 10 hearing in Portage County, he 
premised to look into it further, asking specific questions. No 
word from him on this, despite a follow-up letter. Lt. Stephen 
Paquette, Oakdale Missile and Radar Station, in charge of handling 
UFO reports there, said he had heard nothing about jets, but may 
not have anyway; their radar may not have electronically "noticed" 
the UFO if it were as low as he had heard. But no radar reports 
at Oakdale. The FAA log at Greater Pitt is negative. 

Panzanella and Spaur both noticed jets apparently changing course 
in the Vicinity of the UFO, toward the tenninus of the chase. In 
I?.conoroy Borough, Patrolman Henry ~aitanowski saw a football-shaped 
UFO chasing (or following) two jets, after the P-13 UFO disappeared, 
which may have been the same jets observed by the other witnesses. 

I checked in person at Sheriff's Office Base Radio Stations in 
•Portage, Columbiana, and Mahoning Counties, the Youngstown Police 
Department, Salem Police Department, and Chippewa Barracks, Fenn-
sylvania State Police.* Could not track down the source of rumors 
(and signed statements) about jet or radar reports. John Beighey, 
Rochester Police Radio Operator, denies hearing jet or radar reports 
such as )!anzanella mentions, and is reluctant to discuss the event • 
.l;'anzanella claims something may have come via phone-microphone, if 
Beighey had his button down; but there is still a conflict between 
Beighey's and Panzanella's testimony. (* Also OOP Canfield) 

Two points may allow considering the possibility of the Salem Police 
receiver picking up uhf signals from a jet plane. (1) According to 
Jim Hillman, pgh. Subcommittee member, disruption of the frequency 
multiplier circuit often used in uhf transmitters, may cause a lower 
frequency broadcast. (2) A.S Spaur was nearing the ~nnsylvania 
border, at• least two listeners, including Robert Wilson, Portage 
County Deputy Sherif~ Radio Operator, Spaur•s voice became squeaky. 
At this time Spaur experienced trouble with his squelch circuit. 
This was in the vicinity of the area where the UFO made a left tux:n• 
Although these points are no basis for deductive proof of UFO EM 
effect, that possibility is consistent, or may be, with them. 'Ihe 1 

possibility of reception of a nonnally different-frequency trans-
mission, therefore, should not be ruled out altogether. 

-
Regarding lack of radar reports, AFR 200-2, RAM invisibility, and 
the good old ad hoc filf effect should not be overlooked. en the 
other hand, it may be just as well to accept the u. s. Air Force's 
(perennially) final word on this subject. 



- - -------------------------------------- -- -- -

SUMMAL~Y: I J:..'!TIAL PHAS'Z OF INVESTIGATION OF P-13 UFO .. CHASE" APRIL 17, 1966 

April 17: rreard radio report of chase . Called WJAS , being in Pittsburgh, to 
get sane details . Reports of shape of ob£i'ect varied. Ice cream cone, double 
plates , sphere . Cr.lled several Subcommittee members but most were unavailable. 
Robert Schmidt was tied up with previous committments and had to stay home, but 
he and his wife agreed to act as filter center . Hilliam Jasulaitis, Subcommittee 
G;andidatc, said he could go to Conwn.y, and might get radiation counter. Tan SChley, 
Beaver County Times »lJFo repor"i:cr 0 , was on his way to investigate this case. Bob 
Schmidt called back with report of Buchert photo. Said it was being held for the 
federal government. Called Mantua Police ; Sgt . raein said the chief (Gerald Buchert) 
would meet me in Ravenna in 2½ hom.~::; . curt Shaw, Subcommittee member, agreed to 
drive to R~enna ,-rith me. I was unnble to contact either David i:~bb in Alliance, 
or Prof. Hendenha11; Pennsylvania Unit tt2 Chninnan. Richard Rall knew of no other 
nearby investigators. Tom Schley called , said he would be in Ravenna later today. 
Bill Jasulaitis said he and Henry Kalapaca, another Subcommittee candidate, would 
meet me in Ravenna with. radiation counter. Shaw and I left in separate cars, to 
travel via 0.'1.io 'I\.lrnpike. en way to Ravenna, NBC }'.ionitor reported that a federal 
investigative tean frc:-a Pittsburgh was on the way, called the "National Investigative 
Committee on J,.urial ::I-1.eno;:nena", headed by William Weitzel. I debated pulling off 
the 'I\.lrnpike to cai l in a correction, decided to do so in Ravenna, before next 
news broadcast, to avoid further telephone confusion . 

Arrived in Ravenna about 4:l~5 PM ES'i'. Nei ther Jasulaitis nor Schley had arrived. 
Shaw was there. 1·/e talked in Detective I.eland's office. Chief Buchert had four 
8:<10 enlargements of the "UFO", 'but prcferre<;l not to release them to anyone until 
they had been aeen by the government. Buchert had not called any federal agency, 
had thought NICAP was one. I explained status , also had Glenn Rinker, NBC' News, 
Cleveland, phone in a correction- interview. Buchert would not allow Shaw to make 
Polaroid copies of prints , would not let anyone view the negatives. He was concerned 
about revealing data of government or military secret device . Prints showed only 
two fuzzy arcs of darkness on g-;:cy background, with dark fan-shaped extensions fran 
concnve side of each object. Sh.iw le.ft. I interviewed Detective Leland; he gave 
me original report by D2pµty Spaur, filled out on return frcm Conway this morning. 
I.eland gave me ncJ:11es, nunbers of Ruston, Panzanella. Also fresh batteries for the 
Norelco 101 recorder, running low. I made more calls, to Jasulaitis, Schmidt, tried 
NICA~. Jasulaitis and Kalapaca could not make the trip. No NICAP-DC personnel 
available. I filled in Bob Schmidt. Tom Schley arrived. Spaur arrived, was brought 
in detectives ' office to see me. Buchert came in, announced that he had just talked 
to, had called , wright- Patterson AFB, Lt. v.ieisinger, was told to lock up all photo 
material until next day. 

Spaur appeared exhausted but was cooperative. He had gotten about ½ hour of sleep. 
Shortly after start of interview, Spaur left the office. I continued talking wi. th 
Mr . I.eland, who brought in Spaur•s file . 35 yrs old, 6•4½", 189 lbs., 3 yrs A2C, 
radio gunner, refueling boom exp., f ormer police work in photography, fingerprinting, 
radio operator. With :eortage County Sheriff's Dapartment about 1 year. 

\villiam Powers, Northwestern Univ., c alled to interview Spaur. He agreed to my 
taping the interview. I talked with him briefly afterwards. Powers :was looking 
for data to disconfirm '1Venus 0 as ai.1 explanation. we exchanged phone numbers. 
Powers was on phone about 20 minutes . I found Spaur being interviewed by Tan 
Schley, waited, then resumed interview in I.eland•s office. By this time. the station 
personnel had put me "in char.ge" of Spaur 's interviewing, were not letting in any 
reporters. This made some reporte~s irritated. Spaur seemed still incredulous about 
his experience; had not taken "flying saucers" seriously before, did not expect me 
to believe him. During interview, Larry Jv'nyers and Marc candusso of F .S.I.C. came 
in; I.eland asked if they c ould talk to Spaur, I agreed. 'lhey had brought ~iger 
counter , it developed, a11d we decided to go to site of first observation of UFO. 



SUl-1MARY : I NITIAL PHASE ETC . cont. 

A~ril 17 cont.: I called Fire Department and Civil Defense office, talked to 
c,,icf Vatch, Jchn Gembar; they had examined Spaur and Neff and P....13 for radio-
activity on their return thi~ morning . No unusual levels. Site not examined. 
Bill Jasulaitis called; could not get Geiger counter to me. Decided candusso•s 
was all right; Victorcen CD model, with fresh batteries . A.bout this time, Rick 
Hilberg , Glenn A. Barth, and David Olesko, from a Clevalann UFO group, had arrived. 
1>Je went to 224, found abandoned car Spaur and Neff had originally stopped for. It 
had some tapes, a cheap Japanese transistor toy tape recorder with a tape of hillbilly 
music on it , some miscellaneous electrical gear, in the back seat. Tnmk full of 
old tires. Spaur looked for burglary tools . (Car was towed later.) 

Ca...dusso went into the woods ·c-"i th the Geiger counter, claimed normal background count. 
Nothing on berm (radioactivi:cy). Spaur went through details of initial sighting. I 
taped entire trip.* On way back, interrupted trip to call Tom Schley at BCT, exchange 
data (no opinions or conclusions). l~ returned to Courthouse. Sheriff Olstman there. 
I took room at Kent Motor Inn . ( '"' ~r trip to and from site.) 

April 18: W~nt to Akron to buy more tape equipment at Olson Radio . Got back to 
Ravem1a to find Chief Buchert had been notified that Dayton wanted his negative. 
No one knew whether this meant a personal visit by :V.ajor QUintanilla or not. One 
c.eputy told me Buchert was going to "release the picture at noon, .. did not know what 
this meant . Chief Buchert was in }~ntua at this time. I drove up there to find 
office closed . Called Ravenna, found that Buchert had been notified I was there, and 
he was en way to Ravenna. Said he would stay there a while, then return. I called 
again about ½ hour later; Buchert had turned around , hearing I was in Mantua, and 
was on his way. M1ile. waiting, I called William Powers, told him my data, having 
checked with Richard Hall for release . I told Po-wers about Spaur~s comparing the 
UFO's size to his wfadshiel o. rearview mirror, larger than the mirror during chase. 
\'/hen I reviewed the rapid elevation at the end of the sighting, in Conway, Powers 
agreed Venus was rulec'l out. Buchert arrived at }1antua Village Police Station. I 
examined negative . Taped exa.uination and interview, except for some questions fran B. 

Buchert was interrup·::ed several times during the interview by news media, by phone 
and in person . I was interviewed by TV reporter on camera. I encouraged BUchert 
to have more prints mcde before sending in the negative; he agteed to have made for 
me, three contact prints of entire film and four enlargements , and about twenty 
enlargements for interested news media. 1:e got to Ravenna about 3 :00 PM EST, and 
spent much time 1,n the Ravenna Record-Courier darkroom waiting for a photographer. 
Cne finally came., and I went outside to give report to NICAP-DCo While talking to 
Richard Hall and Major Keyhoe, Buchert left the photo lab without having contact 
copies raade. I called him in Mantua, persuaded him the contact process was harmless. 
He agreed to come back in ½ hour. Tom Schley arrived on another visit to Ravenna. 
,,,e talked about l hour, waiting for <nief Buchert, who never returnedo I called his 
office. He was tied up with village officials, reluctant to talk. Said to forget 
about a contact copy . i·t-P AFB had called early today asking that the negative be 
muiled to them and he was anxious to do so. I persuaded him to wait \llltil we could 
talk more freely. He agreed. I called back later at a pre- arranged time. Officer 
Dale Kernen said the chief was "out" and would be back at 4:00 tomorrow. I gave 
pitch for scientific value of contact prints; Kernen was encouraging. Had supper 
with Spaur and Schley. Spaur named Floyd after his middle name, frustrated that his 
UFO could not be called a name like "Ford" or "B-29"o 

Called Jim White for latest on AP and UPI news o Returned to Franklin, pa. to stock 
up on tapes and get batteries· recharged (the r ecor {ler •s and my own) and pick up more 
equipment. 
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SlliM!.RY: Il'.TITIAL PHASE ETC . -cont . 

April 19: Charged nicad batteries, packed many tapes, etc. Called Jim White, 
got YoungstO'i-m jet repor"t: (one flew close for moment , heard buzzing noise). 
Culled Buchert about -4 :00. out. I tried to persuade his wife to convince him 
of value of con.tact prints. Buchert came in, we talked. Re said OK if OK with 
mayor; I called i'?layor Robert 'lhcmas, not on bas is of BUchert 's sugges ti.on but to 
ask help in persuading Buchert to make contacts. Mayor agreed if on Buchert•s 
own time. Would not call him, said unnecessary . Called Buchert•s nmnber, no 
answer either home or station. Finally left for l?i.ttsburgh around midnight to 
see Tom Schley, who had interviewed Ruston and Panzanella. (Beaver, that is.) 

April 20: Left Beaver about 2:00 AM EST, visited Frank Panzanella at his home. 
Taped in~erview. Left about 5:30 for East Palestine to see R'Uston. Unavailable. 
Slept by highway, called Buchert at home around IO :OO. He had given negative to 
Kernen to mail, found not yet done. I told him of mayor's OK. Buchert agreed to 
let contact prints be made . On arriving, I found that Buchert wanted mayor•s 
personal approval, not my report of it. I said mayor did not want to do so. 
Buchert did not want to call mayor . Finally, Buchert gave me the negative for 
a receipt. Uad prints made at Record-Courier. vacuum table process. Returned 
the."ll to Buchert (negative and a contact copy.) }~asura:lhi.s yard according to 
a picture of it on the film, to determine field of view of camera. Finally left 
with 5 contact copies of entire film, and 4 8xl0 enlargements. BUchert sent 
Officer Kernen to J?ost Office with package including negative and UFO report, 
for mailing to Major QUU".tanilla . I took room in Ravenna Hotel and caught up 
on tapes , mailing, phone calls. Reached Ruston , John Beighey (Rochester Radio 
Operator for local police stations). 

April 21: Interviewed Rex 1¥syj , proprietor of R&E Distributing Co. in Ravenna 
(mainly camera and tape recorder equipment), who had helped develop film for 
Buchert. He had come to Sheriff's Office early April 17 with fresh developer. 
Jerry Yokum (and, according to Spaur, Detective Janes Bullock) had also assisted. 
Technical details, from Mr . cysyj and Chief Buchert: 

' Buchert had attempted three shots of UFO, for object alone, (centered), object plus 
moon (moon to left and below) and object plus phone. pole and wires. Object seemed 
to go up and down relative to nearby phone wires ; }:trs . Buchert said it changed outline 
once from 0va1-:1.nto "Saturntt shape . Buchert was inside. on phone at this time (about 
5 :10 Jill EST 4/ 17 ), and both saw it move left and right, within small area. Buchert 
later (around 8:00Jtook five t,ictures of his family and home . Removed film from 
ca,,.71era, a Brownie Starmite, took film to Mr. Rex. Film developed in tank adapted 
for 'K:-2 one-stop developer bottle. Film loaded upside down, in such a way that 
arc-image streaks aim dom1 . ."Sit:atiO'.il wc:.s continuous for 10 minutes. Camera had 
fixed f stop of fll , speed 1/60 sec. Fi.lm .Ansco Pan , ASA 125. 

Visited Record-Courier office to inform of errors in some of their articles on the 
P-13 UFO and Buchert •s film, and my part in the investigation. Talked with Mrs. 
Carol Clapp, who was most apologetic. Worked on tapes in room at hotel. Returned 
to R-C office for long interview with Mrs. Clapp, who promised retraction-by-interview. 
cashed check at drug store , met Spaur . He said Major QUintanilla had called him to • 
repeat query about whether Spaur had seen the UFO for more than a few minutes. Spaur 
said only other call was brief one Nonday -- "'l\111 me about this mirage you saw ••• 
More thnn few minute 7 "'110 h a the pictures?n and termination . 

Spaur had supper with me and discussed more about terminus of sighting. 
I 

April 22: . Got up early to check morning sky. Drove part of "chase" route. Found i 
out from Hrs . Clapp about Congressman Stanton 's interest . Called Richard Hall to I 

t OK letter to Gtanton. ID.AV released "Venus" conclusion, and Major QUintanilla called , 
Buchert about 3 :15 PH EST, saying he didn •t see a UFO because the film showed nothing. 
She.riff Dustman was perturbed .,.;:7Interviewed Spaur for reaction. Neff still unavailaole. 

April 23(24: Prepared letter to Stanton . Visited Tan Schley in Beaver, typed partial 
tr.nscript frv~ 4/23 interview with Spaur. }Jailed to Congressman Stanton 4/25. 
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) ;fl 01.1 WO FROM auo TO :PmtNSYLVAm:A ON AP:lIL 17, 1966 IJlq April 23, ~966 

.\f ter hearing the Air Force release. ucl l, :t t • s, ! don •t know how much 
inve?sti~.ation thoy made but evidently it wasn •t a very lcnghhy one or it didn't 
i.uvolva no. !i'irst of nll I <lon •t think we '1ave a satellite th.at C ai. ::P this · 
low, and I don't thinlt; wa have ono t..'lis large. I clidn °t k.'1ow- that if we had 
one. thnt could otop or ~o ot.· maneuvor anytime it wnntod to, nnd I'm c1efinitely 
sure. that I wnsn •t cha.sing v,:mus or observing Venus :md running m.ldly over -;: e 

' countryside.; 1 'm not quite that bad off. • I don't. thinl,;: for a minute L.-,. my o~ 
mind since l'. thL'1k about l-lhat happened th.ut morning that I would have r;a::nbled 
my life, my pnrtn~r's life or any innocent parson on the hi~hway for scsnething 
that I felt if I felt for mo inotant it wasn't i.mportmrt when I cet out after 
this thing, after I talked wi'.th fl'r.J sortJeant • uc<.? to actunlly disi:irov"e this/thing. 
I falt. woll, it will get light in a minute. M .c1 I-11 flyi..""l.i; saucer 
:identify it and I'll know what it is, it's• ! 911 know e.,"Cactly whnt th.is thing 
is. unfortunately it didn't turn out that way. 

second of all I have. perfect vision, l con •t h~ve hallucfoations, at least 
I do;:i •t knov of any I have. If anything is wro:1.g with the negative. and the 
procoosine was bad or badly handle.a, I had nothing to do uitb. thoso; I know 
Chio! nu chert, I k,1ow him os Gerry, and we 'Vl3 been &Ssoci::i.tcd for better thon 

· a year, all good. 1te'a a very :C:i .. ne policema..7\ n:1<': a real honest 01.1e. AS for 
my pru.•·1::ner, I don •t think the way he 0 like.s" ridir.g at hiih speccs, if he had 
thou::;ht for an instant that this wo.::m •t something bi.g;~c~ thm myonc or m1y of 
us had ever seen or been armmd I dm •t thi:.1.k ·he ..,ould have. even gCJ::1.blc.d on a rid.a 
s-.ich .is this. what Wayne nuston observed a.a it passed over top of him, wh.ich I 
don •t think it •s over Golumbillna County at 1 9 500 ·feet trnve.li."'lg free e.ast to 
west (sic) as it r,c,es over top of :!no-::1-i~r ?Olice car woull also obse.rva the 
identical, the. sma object 1h at ! did. 1 tv(!. nc.ver r.1et the rian before in my 
life before this morning. Also the sa:-:10 object that I oboervoo and that. Wayne 
Huston ooser1ed that tinothe.r officer in Con.i:ay ?~nnsylvania could observe the 
same th1.ng still travel ini fro-.1 the we.st to the cczt od to the left of the 
moon ancl ~'"hich OD I understand it. Venus w~:J to the right of the. moon, I d01.."l 't 
1-:now a-:1.ything about astranomy but Pm positive or what I ~.!Z chasing, and I 
also don•t a~ree. it was VP.nus. I t.."'1'oY wh.~t I t::een E1nt' I believe it and 1•11 never 
change my mind. l was a nonbeliever before anu ne.vcr had cny tr.ou:;ht in my mind 
that th0 Air Force couldu •t explain every enc of these tl:ings.. I believe in tJb.at 

, I saw and nothing short of heave11 or b.e-11 is going to ch.ai.,ge my mind. 

And that•s the exact v~y that 1 feGl about it. l don't mczn it facetiously; 
I den •t mean th ot the Air l:'orce is inn<lcquat~.; I juz t think they 9re. like l sm, 
they don•t have an explanation, and if they eo und ·it bclcr<,s to us, just tell 
me. U../. it does and l '11 believe the."'l. If it <loccn. •t belong to uc • by God say it. 
doo.on •t, because I think l ought to knou and if it belongs to us, tGll me Wi.'lat 
it•s doing in a small little county like :Portage, ro.ming arcund c,ve.r t..i.e country 
side. J..nd the.re could ba no scientific i :-,terest in this county at all; there isn 9t 
even any racial problem.a in this county~ so it couldn't even ba i.'lvcstigating th~. 
'Ihat•s all t ,-iould ask, if I oould ask tJ1cm face forward: if it•s ours, tell m.G 
tt•s aura, and if it isn't by God they ought to help us find out what it io. 
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STATGHl~?ff BY DAin SPAUR •• continued 

'1.hat 1s my o.'1.ly wuy of expressing it . I •m • at a loss to say t,!1.nt th<?i.r . 
investiiation consists of beca:usa I <lon •t know. 

(Woitzelt "now long did t he.y t alk with you altogether?") 

now long did tµey talk to me? Oooooooh, probably two and a hnlf mi.nutas 
one time, maybe a minute and a half another t fa1e.. 

(Candusso: .. 'll\at •s the Air Force?0 ) 

t~ll, I assume this major was !:ror.i 1;-;right- ?atterscn 11 he •s the only one 
t hat idr:ntified hinself as h~vin~ be2:.'l ccnr:.~c"!cd with the Air Force.. I ' d say 
our c o.i.-iversation ewe.red a total of maybe two or three eiltutes. 1.he :first 
part of the conversat ion or the t elephone. cnl 1 was t-r.i. th the S:1eriff , and he 
a.slc:cd mo about thia mirage or vehicle or whatever I seen , ol." star, or somethi ng. 
·when I told him how long I had seen it, how long that I, or how far that I • 
followe cl it, llity1 lie. seemed as t hough he just a.ccc.j_)tcd that e:cplunation uith. 
no comment at ~11 • • • • Cs light pause ) ro:1.d his first immc.diate reply to it was 
" I wont posoeasion of t he nce;ntive. " or 'ft!.) ·want· pooocssion of the nc,1ativo," 
I'm no·:: exactly sure of how, ·which w:;,.y he put it, a.""lc I told him h.c•d have .to 
talk wi th the. Sheriff ; the Sheriff , I ~mre hi:n the phone and I ove!'hear d the 
Sheri.f f •s·, half of t he. ccnveroat i on Cl.plaini.nf, to hio that this w.n.s t.T-ie property 
of the Hnntua polic~ dcpar to~nt and CR.rry Buchert, md he woul<l have to co.-.tact 
hi.tll. ,u1d from whDt they done with i t then until this piece of papQr you gave 
me. now* is the first thing I 'Ve heard as • mi ~:pla.'1.ation, or, I don ' t know; maybe 
it•a a pacifiet-; m: vhato:ver it is i t ' s tho first I heard oi it:. • 

nxtract from tape. r ecor ding made April 23 , 1966, afternoon 

* "piec(). of paperwt .. 'UPl report of Air Force conclusion concerning 4/17 UPO 
} 



NCYI'ES 00 BOCHBRT SIGRTING 

'Ihe film does not appear to corroborate either Buchert's or the P-13 sighting. 

'!he UFO marks, as the W-P analysis correctly indicates, are of less density than 
the background. 'I.1le background is at zero image density, there being no frame 
boundary areas which would contrast with even a minimal exposure. 'lherefore the 
UFO marks are the result neither of light striking the film to produce them, nor 
of a dark object silhouetted against a lighter sky. Note discrepancies with the 
W-P analysis density measurements. Negative density is a standardized quantity; 
there is some indication fran the W-P analysis that the UFO marks in question 
were never measured. 'lhe W-P measurement of lowest density corresponds to one 
area on the film 'IJiere there is a broad streak; this is the lowest density any-
where on the film, but is nowhere near the UFO marks. 

'ttte details of Buchert•s sighting, which must be considered independent of any 
lack of photographic corroboration, do not consistently point to, or away, fran 
a ''Venus" interpretation. On the one hand, the object, though round and at times 
''saucer-shaped," appeared smaller than ( as Buchert remembers) Venus, which he has 
seen before. Also, the UFO was in the general vicinity of the moon, though 
definitely _ above it, and to the moon •s ri~ht. It appeared more distant from . 
the moon when BUchert looked a second time, and tried to photograph it, fran 
his front yard, but only about twice as distant as the first time; if the original 
distance was truly small, double that would have been within bounds of visual error. 
Also, Buchert first thought it was a star, .but ruled this out because (only because) 
it did not flicker, and was much brighter than stars still visible to the west. 
Finally, Buchert saw, in addition to the UFO, only the moon. If venus was· Visible 

. that morning, he should have seen a third object. 

en the other hand, Buchert claims the object elevated, descended, moved left, and 
moved right, and that its shape changed when it moved horizontally. (It performed 
these ''maneuvers" only one time.) Furthermore, he expected no difficulty, and 
seemingly had none, in trying to photograph the object by itself, separated in 
the camera•s field of View from the moon. Venus should have been close enough 
to the moon to make such . .a separation difficult, with venus centered (Buchert 
centered the UFO in the viewfinder, this photo). Also, BUchert, after turning 
iri a verbal report, continued his police duties, and looked later, around 6:00, 
for the UFO. It was gone, but the moon was still visible; indeed, this is what 
he used as a reference point for looking for the UFO. l\hy was Venus invisible? 
BUchert could still see stars in the west, at this time. 

'lb.at Buchert •s sighting does not corroborate the P-13 sighting is clear from the 
fact that his UFO was stationary while he heard radio traffic on the chase, which 
began while he was driving to his bane after first observing his UFO. 

']here have been a number of intriguing explanations for the UFO marks, but none on 
which everyone will agree. 'lb.ey are, as yet, Ulidentified l'botographic Marks. 
But definitely not pictures; on this, there is universal agreement. , 

'\ 
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DENSimm'l'RIC ANALYSIS OF CHIEF B'OOHERT'S FILM 

Using Weston ~otographic Analyzer, M>del #877; zero-adjusted (checked) after 
each reading. Probe aperture: .1.0 mm. 

1 1.1s large UFO mark 
2 1.21 small " • 
3 1.21 light (dark m negative) space around large UFO mark 
4 1. 23 " tt " .. " " amal 1 • " ·' " 
S 1.18 dark area fanning away frcm large UFO mark 
6 1.20 " " " " .. small .. " 
7 1.13 uncleared emulsion, spot at edge of film 
8 1.02 tmdeveloped, but cleared, spot at edge (NOl'S: a one-stop chemical was 
9 1.35 space between 7 and 8, in edge area used •••• ??) 

10 1.26 backgrotmd, near edge 
11 1.24 .. farther from edge 
12 1.20 " still •• " " , between · wo marks 
13 1.18 '* • " " " , beyond UFO area, on "line u between marks 
14 1.14 18 mm from film edge, line between UFO marks 
15 1.18 near opposite edge of film frcm marks 
16 1.25 lat bol.ll1dary space between family pictures, direction away frcm markS 
17 1.18 2nd boundary space etc. 
18 1.25 3rd etc. 
19 1.22 4th etc. 
20 1.16 what would be 5th boundary space etc. . 
21 1.93 dark area, white wood on house ~dark on negative, light on print) 
22 0.9 to 1.16 across from film left end to edge left picture ("left" ... "away 
23 1.06 mininrum density, right side (UFO mark side), in fran UFO marks") 

• chemical streak just at right edge of film 
"7,iero image density" (boundary areas, average) 1.2s max., 1.16 min. 'Ihis represents 
zero exposure to light. Is high, rather than around o.25, because of fogging. 

Because UFO marks have less density than background in their area, they could not 
be due to a bright object in the camera's field of view, which would have exposed 
the film and darkened, increased the density,of, the film. 

Fol lowing is a reproduction of the contact print of the film, showing UFO mark area 
and a section of me of the family pictures Olief BU.chert took 3 hours later; and 
a sketch (which shows better in copying) of the UFO mark area. ]30.'Xed area on print 
shows area enlarged -- see next page. 
Film has been submitted to Ralph R.ankow, NICAP !1lotpgraphic Adviser, for further study. 
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TELEPHONE: NORTH 7.9 434 

C ABLE ADDRESS: 

SKYLI G HT 

MAJOR DONALD~ KEY H O E 
USMC <RET.J DIREC T O R 

N ATIONAL I NVESTI GATI O NS COMMITTEE 
ON A ERIAL PHENO MENA 

WAS HIN GTO N, D. C. 20036 

I NTERVIEN -- telephone noteo 

A DMINISTRATIVE OFFICES: 

1 536 C ONNECTICUT AVE .. N. W. 

May 6.9 :.. S5 

Phone call to Gerald Buchert., Chiof, Mantua. Ohio Police Departnent, thi=3 
d te (216-274-2551) 5:00 - 5:20 PM EDST (Pittoburgh) {=o ver) . 

Buchert uill send film to me in Pgh for NICAP analysis. Wants honest 
evaluation, even negntive ir that is the case. 

He is aware of Stanton's interest, and the Record-Courier articles on thiso 

Copy of Hector ~uintanilla's letter to him, dated April 22, on his photo: 

{photocopy of a she et:) UNCI.ASSIFIED V66 00 l"1 SUBJECT: UFO (?\~a:1'Gt1a, Ohio) 

l) Both images fall into the ea..~e :~rune n~eao 2) Neither of the minus 
den~ity images are distinct enough to anclyze. ~verage backg~ound density 
is lo25. Image density lo06o 3) If the object was bright gainst the 
dark sky, the images should be plus densityo They are noto ~) ~he entire 
roll of film is severely fogged, 1hich could cover up much detail. 5) The 
marks in the framing area 01 the filn are outside the f:eld or vie~ of the 
7';L lens o Therefore they couldn't be ir:mgcs. 6) UFO I s re p:-ob bly the 
result of processing defects due to old, fogged film and poor handlingo 
AN LYST: Major Quintanilla PI Lto Benso~ LLB ~LC 

Letter to Gerald Buchert from Maj or Q,uintan::.lla: (no lotterhac.a; ':;i:..~in 
sheet:) The most probo.ble cause of the object which you w0:.:e tryir.q; to 
photograph ua.s the planet Vem.:.s o This ·r:o.s the reason that you \7e:.°'e unable 
to photograph it with your car-ierac In order to photograph Venus yo~ would 
bnve J:i..ad to photograph it v!ith a tir.1e eY--:,osure., This cam-:.ct be done 'l.":Tith 
the type of camera you were usingo T~~--· you for your- cooper2tion -nd 
your interest in this matter.. (signod) ~-~---j .. Hector Q,uinta.nilla, Jr.. USAF 

Chief of Project Blue Book 

Notes on Gera. ... d Buchert 1 s original police report, a copy of' t'!hich -•~s sent 
to Major Quintanilla: At 5 :00 AM EST .[l ... p:,il 17, I heard radio traffic¢ 
bet,'leen Sunir:1it and Portc.ge Counties on rrry cruiser rstdio, about a 1JFO reported 
in Sw:.mi t C ount;y, a bright ligh·t coning east o At 5: 04 I saw c. bright light 
to the southeasto There was no fog and the sky was clearo The object 
moved left and right, and tilted as it did so, seemit"..g then to be sc:.:.cer-
sh.a.ped.. It also moved up and dormo I t'1ent to my home and my wife r: ...... .:chod 
it going tr.rough these maneuvers with me. I p.otographed it ,ith a. Kodak 
BroVJnie Sto.r:mi te camera . ;:.If 



On the morning of April 17, 1966, I assisted in the development of 
a roll of film owned by Gerald Buchert, Chief, Mantua Village Police, 
upon which he had shortly before attempted to ex.pose 1ihtffK' image~ of 
an unidentified flying object observed by him a=n8. bis 11ifa-, according 
to his account, southeast of his home in Mantua, Ohio. Participating 
in the development of this film, which was Ansco Pan 127, ASA 125, 
was Mr. Rex Lysyj, owner of the R&E Distributing Co., in Ravenna. 
The film was developed as follows: having been wound onto the take-up 
roll by Chief Bucqert, and unloaded in this wound. condition before 
coming to the plaqe of development (the Portage Cbunty Sheriff's Office 
in Ravenna, Ohio), the paper backing was removed and the film loaded 
direct my into the tank, with the latter pictures ' taken going in first. 
Since the emulsion . side of the film was toward the axis of the tank, 
the images of the .exposures were developed upside do~m. The film was 
processed for ei~ht minutes in T-C 2 one-stop developer, with continuous 
agitation, at 69. The developer was mixed fresh, diluted t/t/11 
one/one with water, as in the instructions. Mr. Lysyj supplied the 
fresh so}ution. Immediately after development, we rinsed the film, 
still in the roll tank, for five minutes. Then we soaked it for four 
minutes in Yankee Film Dryer, accorming to the instructions. We then 
squeegeed it once and let it dryo The images to the right (film 
oriented right side up) of the family pictures taken later this morning , 
by Chief Buchert, were two tiny dark arcs surrounded by a lighter halo, 
light er than the rest of theJ\4'ilrn in that area. (That is, dark arcs 
and light halos on the print; light arcs and dark halos on the negative(). 
At no time during the processing of the film were any irregularities 
allowed; instructions were followed throughout. T-C 2 was used inten ... 
tionally to "push11 development and raise the exposure index. 

the office of 
My information on the communications between local officials and 
Major Hector Q,uintanilla of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, 
Ohio, is as follows: Sunday afternoon, about 3:30, Major Q. called 
the Sheriff's of~ice in Ravenna to inquire about the report of a 
photograph taken of the UFO sighted earlier that day. (April 17.) 
My next knowledge of com.~unication from W-P AFB is that Tuesday after-
noon, April 19, someone called to inquire why the film had not yet 
been sent to their office. This afternoon, April 22, I heard from a i¾/ reporter of a local ·newspaper office that Major Q. had explained 
the film's 11 UFO images" as a flaw in the negative, and this information 
was corroborated shortly afterwards, to me, by Chief Buchert, who said 
Major Q. had told him this about 1:10 this afternoon. 

I have read this statement which I dictatea to ____ ~~~~~~------
W. B. Weitzel, NI CAP (fii/Jl:/tfJii) 

and I find it to be exactly as I gave it to tt:t~. This statement is true in every detail, ---11im. 
I agree that this information may be submitted to NICAP 

\ 

SO HELP ME GOD. 
and tor by them to au. s. Congressional authority, but only confidentially. 

WITNESSED BY: I 
I 
I 
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TEL.EPH0NE: NORTH 7.9434 

CABL.E ADDRESS, 
SKYLIGHT 

MAJOR DONAL D E. KEYHOE 

USMC CRET.I DIRECTOR 

.( 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE&, 

11536 CONNECTICUT AVE .. N . W . 



..,------------------ ---------------------~-- --

DISCWSION OF PROJECT BLUE BOOK INVESTIGATION OF PCRTAGE COUNTY Al-RIL 17 UFO SIGHTING: 

I. 'lhe following is from AFR 200-2, reproduced in a book by Lt. Col. Lawrence 
J. Tacker, u.s.A.F., publish~d by Van Nostrand, called FLYING SAUCERS AND 'IRE 
u. S. AIR FORCK, which book was extracted and endorsed as "The Official Air 
Force position" by '"'!he Ainnan -- Official Journal of the Air Force 0 in its 
January, 1961 issue. AFR 200-2 was reproduced on pages 92-97 in Tacker•s book. 
'!he Air Force subsequently disowned the "official., endorsement, but AFR 200-2 
still stands as the basis for handling UFO sighting infonnation, by Blue Book. 

4b. Investigation. 'lhe commander of the Air Force base nearest the location of 
the reported UFO sighting will conduct all investigative action necessary to submit 
a ccxnplete initial report of a UFO sighting. EVecy effort will be made to re.solve 
the sighting in the' initial investigation. A UFO sighting reported to an Air Force 
base other than that closest to the scene of such sighting will be referred 
inmediately to the commander of the nearest Air Force base for appropriate actic:n. 

15.· Basic Reporti?:{$ Data and Format. Show the abbreviation "UFO" at the beginning 
of the text of all electrical reports and in the subject of written reports. Include 
in all reports the data required, in the order shown below: 

a. Description of the Object(s): 
(1) Shape. 
(2) Size canpared to a known object (use roe of the following terms: Head 

of a pin, pea, dime, nickel, quarter, half dollar, silver dollar, baseball• grapefruit, 
or basketball) held in the hand at about arm's length. 

(3) Coloro 
(4) NUmber 0 

(5) Fonnation, if more than one. 
(6) My discernible features or details. 
(7) Tail, trail, or exhaust, including size of sane compared to size of object(s) 
(8) Sound. If heard, describe sotmd. 
(9) Other pertinent or unusual features. 

b. I£scription of Course of Object(s): 
(1) What first called the attention of observer(s) to the object(s)? 
(2) Angle or elevation and azimuth of object(s) when first observed. 
(3 ) .Angle or elevation and azimuth of object (s) upon disappearance. 
(4) ~scription of flight path and maneuvers of object(s). 
(5) How did the object(s) disappear? (Instantaneously to the North, etc.) 
(6) How long was the object(s) visible? (:00 specific, S minutes, 1 hour, etc.) 

c. Manner of observation: 
(1) U>e one or any combination of the following items: Ground-visual, 

ground-electronic, air electronic. (If electronic, specify type of radar.) 
(2) Statement as to optical aids (telescope, binoculars, etc.) used and 

description thereof. 
(3) If the sighting is made while airborne, give type of aircraft, identification 

number, altitude, heading, speed, and home station. 
d. Time and Date of Sighting: 

(1) ZUlu time-date group of sighting. 
(2) Light conditions. (Use one of the following terms: Night, day, dawn, , dusk.) 

e. Location of observer(s): Exact latitude and longitude of each observer, and/or 
geographical position. A position with reference to a known landmark · also should be . \ 
given in electrical reports, such as "2mi N of Deeville;" 0 3mi SW of Blue Lake."· i 
Typagraphical errors or "garbing" often result in electrically transmitted messages, \ 
making location plots difficult or impossible. /"garbing" sic -- W/ \ 

EXample: 89 45N, 192 71W for 39 45N, 102 21w. \ 
, I 
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DISCUSSION OF BLUE BOOK INVESTIGAnCN cont. (two J 

f. Identifying Infonuation on Observer(s): 
(1) Civilian Name, age, mailing address, occupation, and estimate of 

reliability. 
(2) Mi.litary Name, grade, organization, duty, and estimate of reliability. 

g. Weather and Winds -- Aloft Conditions at Time and Place of Sightings: 
().) Observer(s) account of weather conditions. 
(2) Report from nearest AWS or U.S. Weather Bureau Office of wind direction 

and velocj_ty in degrees and knots at surface, 6,000•, 10,000', 16,000', 20,000•, 
30,000•, so,ooo•, and ao,ooo• if available. 

(3) ceiling. 
(4) Visibi.l~ty. 
(5) .Amount of cloud cover. 
(6) Thunderstorms in area and quadrant in which located. 
(7) Temperature gradient. 

h. MY other unusual activity or condition, meteorological, astrona:nical, or 
otherwise, which might account for the sighting. 

i. Interception or identification action taken (such action may be taken 
whenever feasible, complying with existing air defense directives~. 

j. Location, approximate altitude, and general direction of flight of any air 
traffic or balloon releases in the area which could possibly account for the sighting. 

k. Position title and canments of the preparing officer, including his preliminary 
analysis of the possible cause of the sighting(s). (See paragraph 17.) 

1. EXistence of physical evidence, such as materials and photographs. 

17. Comments of Preparing Officer.: •••• Every effort will be made to obtain 
pertinent items of information and to test all possible leads, clues, and hypotheses 
cc:ncerning the identity or explanation of the sighting. (See paragraph 5.) • 

5. Guidance. The thoroughness and quality of a report or investigation of UFO's 
are limited only by the skill and resourcefulness of the person who receives the 
initial information and/or, prepares the report. The usefulness and value of any 
report or investigation depend on the accuracy and timeliness of its contents. 
Following are aids for screening, evaluating, and reporting sightings: 

a. careful study of the logic, consistency, and coherence of the obsetver's 
report. An interview with the observer by personnel preparing the report is 
especially valuable in determining the source's reliability and the validity of the 
information given. Particular attention should be given to the observer's age, 
occupation, and education and whether his occupation involves obsetvation reporting 
or technical knowledge.••• 

II. 'tWhat was this mirage you saw?n According to naputy Sheriff Spaur, this is 
the comment with which ~lajor nector QUintanilla, Director of Project Blue Book, 
began his two and one half minute interview over the telephone from wright-Patterson 
AFB on M:>nday morning, April 18, 1966. Before Spaur got into much detail about his 
participation in the UFO observation, Major Quintanilla asked if he had seen the 
object for more than a few minutes. When Spaur replied that he had, having chased 
it over several counties, the major asked who had the photograph allegedly (my 
phraseology -- W) taken of the object. Spaur told him, and the major terminated the 
interview. Spaur's next call from Major QUintanilla was three days later, when the 
major repeated his question aboot whether the object was in Spaur's view for more 
than a few minutes. Spaur replied in the affirmative, and the major terminated the 
interview, after talking about one and one half minutes. 

.,, . 
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DISCUSSION OF BLUE BOOK INVESTIGATION cont. (three) 

'111.e other participants in the P-13 sighting whom the news media widely 
mentioned as observing the same object, were interviewed by u.s.A.F. personnel 
as follows: 

Wilbur Neff -- rider wi. th Dale Spaur. Mounted Deputy, Portage County Sheriff •s 
Department. Present at May 10, 1966 interview by V_.ajor QUintanilla in the Portage 
County Court House. With Spaur, he filled out standard u.s.A.F. rePort fonn, and 
contributed one or two comments on the sighting. Was not addressed by name by the 
major, in the context of the interview. 

Gerald Buchert -- <llief of Police, Mantua Village, Chio.. Attempted to photograph 
a bright aerial object thought to be in the direction of the initial :e-13 sighting. 
Visited by ~Iajor Quintanilla on May 10, 1966, after the Court House interview, at his 
home in ·Mantua. Discussed sighting for two hours. Major QUintanilla took a compass 
reading in the yard. Explained the apparent relative motion of the UFO with respect 
to telephone wires, as atmospheric fluctuations distorting the image of Venus. 

Mt"s. Gerald Buchert -- Wife of Gerald Buchert. Present at Buchert•s discussion 
with Major QUintanilla on ~ray 10, 1966. Witness to Gerald Buchert's APril 17, 1966 
UFO. 'lbe major did not ask her any questions. 

Frank l?anzanella -- Patrolman, Conway, :Pennsylvania Police Department. Visited 
on Nay 18, 1966 by u.s.A.F. representative who claimed such investigations were not 
part of his regular job. The representative.planned to spend 45 minutes with 
Panzanella so as to be able to visit former East Palestine Patrolman n. Wayne RUston 
in Columbiana, Chio, but Panzanella took longer than this to prepare and type a 
one-page statement. No questions were asked, or verbal examination made. 

H. Wayne Ruston ?atrolman, East Palestine, Ohio Police Department at time of 
April 17 sighting. With Panzanella, Spaur, and Neff, he watched UFO over Conway, Pa. 
Also witnessed it flying toward him and overhead, fran the northwest, while in radio 
contact with Deputy Spaur and Mounted Deputy Neff. Pursued it with them to Conway 
fran Unity, Chio. Visited about May 19, 1966 by U.S'.A.F. representative, 'Who waited 
around the Rambler Garage in Columbiana, Ohio, ,-.here HUSton now ""'°rks (and was working 
then) full time. Hus,ton had time to write two pages of testimony, but could not 
take time off from ~rk for a thorough interview. 

At the May 10 interview, Major QUintanilla stated that he had originally th.ought 
the P-13 sigµ ting (my phraseology -- W) was of a balloon, but that fran a check of 
wind and balloon conditions in the area, had disconfinned that explanation. His 1st 
final evaluation, offered on Friday, April 22, 1966 was that Spaur and Neff had first 
been frightened by an Echo satellite, then chased Venus, and that Spaur, Neff, 
Huston and Panzanella (by implication) had likewise observed Venus to the left of 
the moon at the end of the sighting. He did not explain the bright spot to the right 
of the moon which had been seen for some time that morning, nor the object Ruston 
observed flying from the northwest. His explanation on t~ tenth of the reason for · • 
the deputies• seeing the UFO due north and due south, as the cruiser traveled due 
east, was that the road has bends. 'lhere are at least thirteen major points to be 
explained in regard to this sighting, 'Which the "Eeho -- Venus" conclusion does not 
encanpass. For five weeks (Since May 17 J Major QUintanilla has refused to canme.nt" 
on a letter sent to him, signed by him (O?rtifiedJ regarding these points. 

Although Major QUintanilla stated en May 10 that he simply collects testimony 
and never doubts an observer's word, in an interview printed in the Ravenna, Ohio · 
Record-Courier from JUne 6 - June 10, 1966, he stated that an unpleasant aspect of 
his job is telling an observer that he didn't see 'What he thought he did, and he 
called the deputies' testimcny an "exaggeration." 

\ 
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DISCUSSICN OF BLUE BOOK INVESTIGAnON cont. (four) 

Tue presence of an Air Force investigator (Major QUintanilla) in Ravenna was 
the result of much effort by Congressman William. Stanton, 11th Di.strict, Cilio, and 
of the strong stands taken by him and by J\ldge Robert E. Cook, Portage County 
Canmon Pleas Court. Judge Cook expressed his dissatisfaction with the Air Forcets 
investigat ion to Congressman Stanton in letters, and both gentlemen had interviews 
with Carol Clapp, which were published in the Ravenna, chio, Record-Courier. (~e 
news clippings section.) Congressman Stanton sent a letter of inquiry, including 
a NICAP report, to the Air Force Commanding General. When he failed to rec;:eive a 
reply, he visited the Fe.ntagon in person and intervie-~ed Lt. Col. John Spaulding, 
Director, Community Relations Division, u.s.A.F. through Lt. Col. Spaulding•s 
cooperation, the Portage County(-Conway, Pa.) case was re-opened. 

Daspite Congressman Stanton's optimism, that a thorough investigation would 
''Vindicate the statements made by Portage County police officers," Major QUintanilla 
did not reverse his original conclusion, that the deputies had become frightened of 
an Echo satellite, then chased Venus. 'Ihe Air Force sent Congressman Stanton their 
second final conclusion, identical with the first. J\ldge Cook objected strongly in 
published statements. A NICAP letter to Major QUintanilla, received on his signature 
by Certified Mail ?-.lay 20, pointing out as yet unexplained features of the sighting, 
was not answered. 

III. Publication of points in the photographic analysis of Chief Buchert's UFO 
picture has given misleading impressions. Perhaps the analyst was unaware of the 
details of the film's handling (see copy of analysis and Yokum's statement), but 
the conjecture about "poor handling" should nave been sun:lemented, in publication 
of the analysis. "I don't know, but it seems that __ ,,,...." is~curious way to reach 
a conclusion, when the knowledge is easily available. Furthermore, point #5 in the 
analysis of the negative, stating that the UFO marks are outside the camera•s field 
o.f view, leads one to wonder just what was examined for densitcmeter readings. 'lhe 
marks that were widely publicized are 10 mm from the edge of the film; the framing 
area starts at 2 mm. 

Still furthermore , the wording of Blue Book •s conclusi·on on this photographic 
item i mplies that lack of a UFO picture means lack of a UFO. Yet the analysis itself 
vitiates such an inference; "old, fogged film", .,severely fogged" film could not be • 
expected to register a picture in the first place. And the inference that the film 
was worthless is vitiated by the presence of five pictures taken three hours later 
by Chief Buchert. It should be noted that, while the press release makes much of 
the lack of quality of the film and the development, Major QUintanilla's letter to 
Chief Buchert more fairly points out that the available light was too low, although 
he indicates, too low for Venus, not too low for a UFO image. '111.e impression remains --
"No picture, no object." 

the result of all this has made Chief Buchert quite unfairly represented to the 
public . No press release has pointed out that he was ultra-conservative about the 
nature of the UFO, or whether it was noteworthy at all, or whether the pictures were 
of any value. His cooperation with Blue Book's request (NO'IE -- "request", not 
0 order") to keep the film intact, and his presence of mind in attempting to photograph 
the UFO in relation t:o a ground and to an astronomical object, have gone unnoticed; 
one is reminded of Deputy Sheriff nave Brothers' remark (see page five, transcript 
of interview with Deputy Brothers.) 

'Ihe following excerpt from a recent UPI release illustrates the sort of picture 
Blue Book's handling of the UFO situation elicits in the public eye: 

WASHINGTON J'une 16, 1966: Unidentified flying objects, UFOS, sighted last 
April over Chio are attributed to either hallucinations or phenanena in the sky 
th.at play tricks on the eye, according to testimony released here t9di3,y, • 

Lt. Gen. James Ferguson, Air Force Deputy Chief of Staff, testifiea ~efore 
a House subcommittee last April that most of the flying objects are e."q>lainable. 
Ulder questioning by u.s. Rep. William E. Minshall, R-Cleveland, • • • • 



NO'm ON CERTIFICATION OF NON-OBJECTION 

At Dale Spaur's request, I recorded his conference with lbjor Qui.ntanilla. 
Spaur wanted some back-up at the meeting; Huston and .eanzanella could not 
be present. Spaur released this tape to Carol Clapp, Tool Schley, and NICAP. 
Major QUintanilla was asked, before the recorder was started, if he had any 
objection to its being used; he indicated he did not. This document (with 
the photographj is a second photocopy. '1he photograph. shows the recorder 
on the floor across from Major QUintanilla 's desk; the microphone on the edge 
of a shelf facing him. '!he . photograph caption reads: ''QUintanilla conference 
5/10/66 position of tape recorder seen fran behind desk at 'Which Major 
QUintanilla was sitting verified by (Weitzel)~" 

~stifying to the statement at the top of the page, and to the accuracy of 
the photograph, are: 

William ~itzel, NICAP 
Ross Dustman, Sheriff 

• Dale Spaur, Deputy Sheriff 
Robert Wilson, Deputy Sheriff 
Wilbur Ne.ff, M'.>un:ted Deputy 
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5/10/66 Portage County, Ohio Court House: UFO Investigation 

Q '---
s 
N 
w --
D 

Ma jor Hector Quintanilla, Project Blue Book 
Deputy Sheriff Dale Spaur 
liounted Deputy Wilbur 11Barney" Neff 
Deputy Sheriff Robert Wilson, .Radio Operator 
Sheriff Ross Dustman 

tVor 
rOR. 
f'08L. l~IITIOt/ 

s -- (Filling out form) Here's a good question. Excuse me, sir. It says, 
11 We wish to know the angular -size. Hold a match stick at arm's length in 
line with a known object, and note how much the object is covered by the 
head of the match." It'd take a hell of a boxcar load of matches to cover 
that thing up. This is -at the time we seen it? 

Q - - Mm hlnm o 

s -- You're not gonna believe it. 

Q Put it down the way you experienced it. Don't, uh, 

S The head of a match. This thing was like a three bedroom ranch home at 
the time right then. (Silence follows.) 
e e • e e • • e a e O e . 0 e • • • e O O O O • 

S -- (Drawing) This part here; we couldn't tell gow much was in there. This 
part here was so bright, the bottom of it, you couldn't tell how far anything 
went down in there. This was real bright; this front .part ~uld change its 
angle of trim. It would start toward you, you could just see ·part of the 
back third of it probably. (Gough) angled off, would come south of us, or 
go back on the north side of the road that we were going down. • 

.Q -- Mm hmm. 

S -- Or it would maneuver, this part would be a real bright, blue light, or 
a whi'te-blue light, like a mercury vapor or something; a white light. The 
only thing that would change is, it would get brighter when it would go up, 
and then it would seem like it would lose part of its intenseness, of the 
light, as it would come ' back down to us. The only part we could see that 
was metal was this part right here; this is where we could see the one pro-
jection on it -- this is our radio operator (just entered voom) that night 
too; he's studying, going to medical school (Wilson has on white uniform) 
there was this one proGection on it that we could see at any time; there were 
a couple times it made the same maneuver we couldn't see it. • • 

Q -- At this time could you see all this? 

S -- Yes. Very Clearlyo Very clear, there was no problem at all, as a matter 
of fact, the lmghter it got, the better we could see it. At first we could 
only follow the light, and this one projection againRt the sky as it started 
to get light; silhouette, like when it would want to go, · just like, if you 
were gonna make a right bank in an aircraft, and you drop your wing down and 
the top o o o comes into view. When it would do this, you could see this one 
projection on the back. Fifteen or eighteen feet long, it would appear to be. 
This is strictly an estimate. 

Q Sureo 

S We could see it very clearly. Now when it would go back north away from 
us, all we could see was the bottom of it, the light part; we couldn't see any 
other metallic part of it. The metallic part that we could see-• 

.i 
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Q -- You couldn't see any shape to it, you just saw the light. 

s -- Right, at first it was a completely clean cut light, there was no fog 
to it o~ anything; a beautiful brilliance to it and it was clear •••• When 
it would go past us on the south side, and it would start bakk, when you 
looked out you could get the same angle on the other side of this ship, or 
whatever you want to call .it. But that's the metallic part that you could see. 
You could see it very plain, and it was like an aluminum top that's been used 
for a while; it was definitely a silver, or light color, but it wasn't like 
chrome; it was silver color but it wasn't polished silver. Smoky silver. 
Dull silver, or whatever you'd call it; -it was, I saw it very plainly. 

Q -- How did it travel? 

S -- Well, it seemed like the nose part of this thing, like when it was going, 
it seemed like it, this, when it was going forward, the nose part would be 
down. Like the light part of this outer rim here, the center of it, was 
reflecting up on it. Against it. o • o When it wanted to go forward, it would 
go at an angle like this; if it wanted to go straight up, it would level out; 
if it wanted to go to the right, it, just like it was gonna make a right bank 
only it was a --

N Slide. 

S Just like it slid, it was-• 

Q (Fluttering hand through air) Did it ever do this? 

S No sir, it never staggered. 

Q It didn't zig-zag? 

S No, sir. ~ It was ,all, beautiful maneuvers; they were clean, they were, 
there was no, uh, there was no washout in them at all. 

Q -- Ever go up or down, sideways? 

S -- It made a climb for altitude in Canfield, when we first saw it it climbed 
for altitude about five hundred. feet, it maintained that for quite a while, 
we got over Berlin reservoir, it went up some more; I'd say it probably picked 
up another two hundred fifty, three hundred feet, when it went to the north 
side of the road for the last time. When we got to Canfield, It went up, to 
about, I'd say pretty close to two thousand feet because it was getting up 
there pretty good. After it cleared the area of Canfield, over the city 
park, on the outskirts where we were going through, it came back down going in 
towards Columbiana county to I'd say about fifteen hundred feet, maybe a 
thousand, fifteen hundredo Right along there we were, by then we'd covered 
quite a bit of ground. And I suppose right along that area, I think about 
a thousand, a thousand five hundred feet, is where we picked up the other car • 

Q, Conway. 

S No, sir, this •was out of East Palestine. o • (silence) 

- ... - --· --:---,--------• ... ---... -
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Q. -- Would you two gentl6m·en mind leaving for a few minutes? Ho can toll you 
a 1 he knows afterwards. /(Pause while Webb and Weitzel exit.)/ When you, 
w en you gentlemen first saw this thing, how low was .it on the ground? 

S -- Well, we, when we first saw it, actually it came up behind us -- see, Bob 
radioed first; to make a long story short: Summit County Sheriff's Office 
radioed, we had a, it's all 39.58 megacycles, and wo monitor all traffic in 
our car 

Q -- ?tun hmm. 

S -- And Bob was talking to Summit County and Summit County told him that • 
this object had been seen and the lady had just called in /(or "that .a. lady")/ 
that said there was this real huge bright object, higher than a street light 
and lower than an airplane, and, uh, you get quite a few calls (chuckle) in 
t he police business. And actually, we were working on a traffic accident; 
we had just finished up, there was reports in, we paid .not very much, well 
very little attention to it then, and I heard Bob tell . the other operator 
you know, the lady must have drank too much, you know, to forget it. So we 
were finished up, and the man from the power company out handling the hot wires 
on the line that had been torn down -- we went -down to a restaurant at the corner . 
i n Deerfield, bought three cups of coffee, and we came back out and we gave 
the roan in the power truck a oup of coffee, since it was pretty cool out, and 
we each had one and we were drinking as we went, you know, just t~ar a hole in 
the plastic lid so you oan kind of sip as you go along. While we were sitting 
there talking to him, well there was more traffic on the radio. So the guy 
in the truck, he made a couple of comments, you know, and I said maybe-the 
moon 1 s changing, you lmow, and s.ome of the w4lerd ones are out tonight, . something 
to this effect. So we started east on 224• we were going to come over to 
Bri:r.ifield, Mogadore area, which we have a lot of business, shopping plazas, 
couple or three banks and stuff that we keep a pretty close eye on; we patrol 
all the buildings. So we're starting back across 224 about a mile and a half 
or two miles easto of 183 on 224, when w~ passed an old Ford at the side ot 
the road, a '59 Ford, so, I told him we'd best chekk it out, and we went up the 
road and we made a U turn, ca.me in behind the car, because at this point thia 
is all standard work, I mean it's the same with any 11/IH department --

Q -- :Mm hmm. 

S -- He gets out the right side, I got out the left side, he goes to the right 
fro~t corner of the cruiser, which is where he stops -- sort of an insurance 
policy -- I got out the left and r· went to the left rear of the other vehicle. 
I turned just to make a sort of visual observation #I-II of tho area, to make ?\}j 
sure nobody had walked into th~ woods, you know, to take a leak or something. 
And I always look behind me so no one can come up behind me. And when I 
looked, in this ~~oded area, behind ua, I saw this thing. At this time it 
was coming up. And there' a a slight raise there; went up to about treetop 
level, I'd say about a hundred foot. It started moving towards ua. At this 
time he was still looking straight ahead. Abd I -

Q -- You say treetop level, now: you don't get a distance that way except that 1 
you're on the ground. 

S -- OK ·-- I 
I 
I Q - So: would you say that that's maybe thirty degrees elevation that you were I 

on the ground and look:tng up -- depends on the trees, of course. 1 

* tr 1lte fo1~T UJMe~E --:I &H-r "rl P.'l.'-1 :r /lle.l'(T (>)~sT. Twt1s II t,rr/e /Y/#P 
J}r 7/11> 'Po1rvr o_,: /ME /NT~~Vleu.J • 



5/10/66 Q.SNWD partial transcript Al~r roR. /'08tl,ATION page 4 
'--' s -- Well, now the trees that it was clearing was right on top of this one 

raise right beside the road directly to the berm of the road. And at the time 
that when I was watchin~ it, it was, it was so low that you couldn't see it 
until it was right on top of youo 

Q. -- Ivim hnnn. 

S -- As it came over the trees, I looked at Barney and he was still watching 
the car, the car in front of us, and he didn't say nothing and the thing kept 
getting brighter and the area started to get light, and I lookad at Barney this 
time and then I told him to look over his shouldero So he dido (Someone 
chuckles). He didn I t say nothing, he just stood there with his mouth open. for 

1 a minute, and as bright as it was and he looked down. And I started looking 
down and I looked at my hands and my clothes weren I t burning or anything when 
it stopped, right over on top of us. The only thing, the only sound in the 
whole area was a hum. And it'd just change a little bit. It wasn't anything 
screaming or real wild. But you, it 1 d sound like a transformer being loaded or 
an overloaded transformer when it changes. 

Q -- Like an AC hum, something like that? 

S -- Yea.ho When it would -- no, it was like when you load it, when it changes 
like it, I don't know exactlyo You remember the old pitchpipe in the school 
when the teacher blows it and then she moves up one notch on it? Well it's --

Q 2£ yes, yes, yes. 

S You remember, when you were gonna sing a song --

Q No matter what you sing, yeah --

S You sing God Bless America; that's against the law, now, isn't it --

( Le.ughter) 

S -- Well, anyway, it's, I don 1 t know exactly how long I was, uh, I was pretty 
scared for a couple minutes; , as a matter of fact, I was petrified; and, uh, 
so I moved my right foot, and everything seemed to work all right. And 
evidently he made the same decision I did, was to get something between me and 
it, or us and it, or whatever you would say. So we both went for the car, we 
got in the car, and we set there, I 1m, I wouldn't even venture if it was ten 
seconds, thirty seconds or three minutes, I just know we --

Q OK; let's back up. From 

S OK. 

Q From the time that you saw, this thing, up until the time that it came 
1 over you, how many minutes would you estimate? 

s To come over top of us? 

Q The time that you first saw it, you said, over the tree level. 
1 til it stood over you. How many minutes did that take? 

Coming 

S -- Probably a minute. That 1 s, I mean Hi didn't take very long, but it was 
too close -- when we seen it, .. there was just this one divide down there, and 
this one little wooded area that we couldn't see over the top of, and, I mean, 
I didn't, I couldn't even say if it came over --

\ 

I 

I 
.! 
I 



: ,.,_o/66 QSNWD partial transcript 11or FOR POBl r,tf TloN page 5 
Q -- i·Tell, let's try and get a feel for the time, Dale --

S -- But it was no more than a minute or so, because it was right on top of 
us before I ever seen it. And it stood there, and it hovered, and we didn't 
make any, anything, and I didn't touch nothing, Barney didn't say nothingo 
And it moved right out east of us, and it came back down, and it moved right 
out east of us, just right away from us, and sat there for a second, right 
out east of us (sic), just right away from us, and sat there for a second, 
and nothing still didn't happen to me, and Barney looked all right; and I 
punched the mike button and the light came on, so I picked. it up, and I first 
started to tell them, you know, this thing was there. And I thought, well, 
if I do, he'll think, I thought, well, maybe I'm too excited; so I just told 
Bob on the radio, I said, "This bright object is right here, the one that 
everybody says is going overo 11 And .he comes back with like something (sic), 
11 Shoot itl" you know, or something. 

w -- No, see, I thought it was a weather balloon, see; everybody's talking 
about swamp gas-~ 

Q -- For God's sake, don't, don't shoot down weather balloons, 'cause --

W -- Yeah, that's what Shoenfelt says; Shoenfelt was in there too; everybody 
really got excited all of a sudden, see. And I thought, you know, it was one 
of these optical phenomena o o o • I thought, well, if it was a weather 
balloon, we'll shoot it down and send it back in to the government •••• 
and clear this thing up once and for all o •• o after we got to thinking it 
over, it wasn't such a good idea to shoot it down, so muchl 

Q -- (garbled) 

s -" So, with this thought in mind, I waited a minute, and I had some things 
to say, but I didn 1 to And it just set there, and I could, right out east of 
us, right straight sprung out in the center, I mean, well it was low, and it 
was ~ig, and ~reat God Almighty, it was like --

Q OK, Dale. When it came up to the top --

S Right. 

Q To where it set in the east -- Ititil garbled) didn't you say, it was 
going east, and setting -- how long did that take? 

S -- It just -- it just moved right up and sto*ped; it didn't go any distance, 
it wqsn 1 t, it wasn't a hundred, it wasn't two undred fifty -feet in front of 
the car. And everything was lit up, it was real bright, and it was low, and 
at this tbne if I'd have had to describe it, I'd have said it just looks like 
a, a, a, hell, it was big as a house! This thing was, uh, it was no toy; this, 
t his i_; h ing is, I mean, you don't look up and say, a guy holds up and says, ' 
"From t his pin, how much would you say it was covered?"! This thing is, uh, 
big enough to cover the road! This is 224 from berm to be~, this thing would ' 
have covered. It was a, a, I never had this, uh, like looking down the middle 
of hell , or something, for a minute o And it was very bright; it'd make yoUB \ 
eye s watero And, uh, Shoenfelt came in, my sergeant, and he says, "Do you have ' 
a camera?" And I said, "No sir, I don't have oneo 11 Or, I don't think I said \ 
"sir", I said, "No, I don't", or something. And he said, "Can you follow it? 
Or stay with it or keep it under observation; we'll get a camera car there, • \

1 we'll get somebody there with a photo unit, we'll photograph it, so we can 
identify it. 11 So I said 11 10•4", and we started moving up to 1 t again, or I 
out behind it; we went to _l8); .we had to go direct south; when we turned south, 
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it was right behind us then, right directly to the, to the rear of the 
car and we were going. south; right directly behind us. We got back to 
224 and we turned left, this is right at Atwater. When we got there, 
it put it right straight out the left window of the car, excuse me, almos,t 
due north of the car. At this time, it came straight south, just one 
motion, buddy, just a smooth glide, went right to the south side of the 
highway, took off east again, right of us, and"' we was pacing it, right 
along the side of it. Ground speed at this time would stay right at 
eighty six miles an hour. Right straight with it, right straight out 
the window, right at the corner of the windshield, Barney watching it, 
and me watching it, as it was going over the area, at this time, it was 
no more, after it gained altitude, no more than between three and five 
hundred feet, 'cause it was light on the ground underneath of ito It was, 
the illumination from it, when it crossed that big crane, where the strip 
field is and stuff, you could see it just as plain as you can see that 
telephone. And this was before daylight. It came, from the, through , 
Deerfield circle, 'cause I know I had to go between a tractor and a trailer, 
it came back out and started east again, towards Berlin, right over Deerfield 
circle, they were trying to get two camera cars from Salem up there, two 
cars with cameras in them, and they were coming north, straight east; 
at this time, this thing, whatever you want to call it, picked probably up 
another hundred and fifty feet over the water, 'cause that's when I started 
the light up under it, wasn't it, right about Berlin, that it went --
come straight back across the car, to the north side of the road, and we 
started towards, through Mahoning county. This time it was around one 
hundred and three; clocking it, and we stayed right with it; ground speed 
was the same. Never,-• 

Q -- You were doing a hundred and three, this thing you say was to the 
left of you? 

S -- Yes sir. Right to the left of uso It had come back to the north 
side of the road, and --

Q Was the window ' down, or the windshield was up? 

S -- The windshield -- oh, the window. Yeah. The window was up. · So we-~ 
·we followed it, the only time it raised, the next time it raised again, 
was it, we had to make one angle turn there, and it came back to us, this 
is the first ·good look to it, was just about then, right, just after we 
crossed Berlin reservoir we were going into Mahoning county. 

Q -- Mm brnrno 

S -- And it, and when it come back south towards us, and when it did, it 
angled, you could see it silnouetted against the sky, and the beam of it 
was (masked by unidentified cough) it was going straight behind it from 
the way it was going wou:J,.d stay behind it. And you could see the whole ' , 
back third of a metallic object. Or, what appeared to be metallic to me, , 

\, you could see it just as plain as, silhouetted against the sky, and I 
thought then we could identify ito I really thought that, that there \ 
would be something that I would know what it was. And I could see only ,, 
one projection. And all this I lcept radioing back. Everything that I, 
everything I seen, I gave it to the other cars, and Bob on the radio; 
I gave it to the other counties as I was going, so that if we cracked 
up, somebody would know that there was something there. So: the sergeant 
came in, and he said, "Well stick with it as long as you can, until we 
get another car in pursuit with cameras and break off your pursuit." So: 

7 
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this goes on, it changed direction probably two or three more times, we 
got tangled up once at a couple of intersections (indistinct word) --

N We went into Canfield, it'd come across the front of the road, --

D Turned off to the right --

N And we turned off to the ~ight. And it was over to the right of us 
then, and that throwed it back over to the left hand side of the cruiser. 
And it seemed like it just went off the road and quit; when we was going 
a little bit south, it turned and come right back with us. South. 

S -- It, uh, it seemed like, uh, we only got, we only pass~d, uh, very 
little traffic, I uh, we, uh, --

Q -- When this thing was right in front of you, in the windshield, what 
portion of the windshield were you able to see it was (masked) 

S You mean when it first moved out from us? 

Q Yeaho 

S When it first moved out from us, all you had to do was set there, 
right Ii (unfinished word) - just look out the windshield, it was right 
there; right dead in the center. 

Q -- Well what portion of the windshield was it? The top? Bottom? Middle? 

S -- Just about the middle of ito Just right straight through it. Well, 
now, I say the middle of it, it would be the (--) ·J 

Q Top --

s (continuing) top better third of the windshield. After it moved out 
in front of us. 'Cause it was, it was very close. I never seen anything 
like it. It was a monster. Uh, I don't, I mean it looked like a monster 
to me. The only time, the most altitude it ever got was, I lmow it wasn't 
over two thousand feet, that was when we come in, when it· passed over the 
top of Wayne Huston. And that was about the highest point, there, until 
after we got to the mountain, before we went into Rochester. And then it 
changed again, it came back over once, this, Wayne got a real good look 
at it, it was all the way to the, all the way t~ down to the side of the 
road, it goes back north again. Then we started down through this one 
place, that, I believe, I don't remember the name of it, I wasn't reading 
very many of the signs at the time. And I was in strange country. So 
Wayne knows the roads real well, so he was helping me out, he was telling 
me which way I'd have to make the turns, as I went. And we thought we'd 
lost it; because we said, "This will be it, we 1re gonna lose it right here.n· , 

Q -- What time was this? 

(Unidentified loud laugh) 

S Well, (Mixed talking: Spaur, Neff, Wilson; "after five't} 

Q -~ It was after five when you started (chuckle}. 

'---·--
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(Final time determination unsettled here) 

s -- I don't know exactly what time it was, but we thought we were gonna 
lose it. There was about twenty to twenty five seconds probably, through 
this one thing there. We came back out, we could see it again, we went 
through this mass of turns, and at this point it was just, I had my hands 
full of earl 

N -- That's where 51 hooked up with 59, south of Rochester, next to the 
city limits, might even be in the city limits, but it's a bypass around 
the edge of town when you (indistinct; might be 11:get into the curves.") 

S -- See, he knew the roads; they were just giving me instructions. And 
I'm driving. At this time, I thought we'd lost it, so when we came out 
of 51, and I first looked up in the mtrror to make sure Wayne had made 
that last Durn because we had power turns, you know, brakes screaming, 
slide through thel}l, because otherwise you couldn't get enough power coming 
out. And just as I kicked in passing gear, and I felt my car correct, 
I looked up in the mirror to see Wayne and I Sveen the nose of his car 
go down, and he says, "It stopped, 11 and I looked right ahead of us and 
there it was. It came . right over route 51, and it lost probably half 
its altitude, so he~phme God, it went down over 51, waited as we came 
up to it, it went rig t up to the left, it went right s.traight up about 
about five, six, seven hundred feet and took off again, right at the same 
pace, so it-• 

N -- When it wanted to raise, it didn't go up partways, it just went straight 
up, then went out. 

S -- Yeah. I never seen nothing like it, in my life. And on the other 
development, they were trying to get Chippewa barracks on it. And they 
finally got a radio operator awake. We were out of our frequency range, 
we were like a, where there were no more cars. So we started again, by 
then we were getting towards Freedom, and every time we'd hit a long curve, 
or anything, I'd started picking up air, I was running out of gas. Get to 
Preedom, still -right there. When we got tangled up, it just slowed down. 
We came out of the other end of Freedom, going out of Conway, which I guess 
that's, starts into west Pittsburgh,-" 

N -- Seventeen or eighteen miles, from that town to Pittsburgh; you stopped 
at the end of Conwayo 

Q -- Yeah, I've checked it out. 

S -- I saw this cruiser sitting in a filling station, and I told Wayne, 
I said there's another car; I was already out of fuel anyway, and my tires 
were pretty well burnt up, so I shot in this place, and we told him what 
was happening ; he called his dispatcher, his dispatcher said he had the 
airport on the phone, which they say they didn't, now. And they even gave '\ 
us a phone number for me to call back, which they say we didn I t, but I ..... \ 
did. And I don't know who I talked to, I forgot the guy's name, but I 
remember the last part of the number, it was four thousand, I think, or 1 

four hundred or something like that, when we went to the police st~tion. \ 
At that point, when we first got there, and watched this thing, or watched l 
the moon, or part of it, the quarter moon was here, and there was like where \ 
a man in the moon would have been in the pictures they draw, there was one I 
bright spot right off the, about where the nose would have been on the moon, 
but the bright spot had been there, I don't know how long the bright spot 



5/10/66 QSNWD partial transcript /Jor fOR fV8LJ(.ATION page 9 

had been there, it was quite a while. But when we were watching, it would 
have been, at this time, -- of course that spot was awfu:).. small, it wasn't 
as big as this, that we were watching. And we were about the same, we 
watched it right through an antenna. Four officers standing side by side. 
Watched a.n airliner come out of the airport, go right underneath of it; 
he was ta.ling on the radio, he told them that he thought, you know, asked 
them about, they had traffic on scrambling fighters to see if they could 
intercept it or identify it. When they started talking about fighter 
planes, we could see these planes coming in, now we were, they said they 
weren't there, but I s(unfinished) so I had another hallucination. 

(Laughter unidentified) 

S -- When they started talking about fighter planes, it was just as if 
that thing heard every word that was said, it went PSSSSHHEW, straight up; 
and I mean when it went up, friend, it didn't play no games; it went , 
straight up. 

Q There were no fighter planes that were scrambl~d. 

S -- There were no fighter planes. 

Q Talked to the tower operator at the Greater Pittsburgh Airport. 

S That's the one I called back. That's four oh -- I forget the nwnber 
now. But I know it was· three zeros in it, whatever the number was. Now, 
the radio traffic was about the airplanes. Now the other airplanes was. 
right in the area, and we watched that airliner go directly underneath o'f 
it, all four of uso And all that guy 1 d had to 1ve done was look straight 
up, 'cause it was setting right on top o'f him. - And he went right unde~ it. 
And a t this time, its altitude and its distance, and at this time, it iiras: 
as, if you were looking at it, compared to an object tharTou wanted to see, 
it was as big as a washtub theno Even after it went up the 'first time and 
we were standing right there watching it. 

Q -- See, the tower operator at Pittsburgh didn't pick up anything. The 
radar didn't pick up anything, and that 1 s why no aircraft were scrambled. 
(Low voice, not sure of a few words /W • . w./) • 
S -- Well, now, see, this is, this is the different stories we get; we 
understand that there was, planes scrambled down here when this whole thing 
first sta.rtedo 

Q -- Tal ked with Colonel Hendricks at Youngstown; he scrambled no aircraft 
whatsoever at the time. He said he doubted if he could get his men up at 
five thirty in the morning to go out, and chase uh-• 

S -- Something that isn't there, Venus, and I understand it, really. 

(Chuckle unidentified) 

' ' ' 

Q -- No, it's it's (sic) just that they're not on duty at the time, see, 
s o there's •• e · • (discussion of what planes are in air, ready, etc. 
Spaur complain,{s about brevity of interview when he called in from Penn-
syilivania. Quintanilla explains it was the radio operator, busy controlling 
air traffic.) 

S -- No. I say that who their radio operator was talking to, I don't know•" 
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Q -- No, he called radar. 

s -- Because I know that, it was, the traffic that came back is. that they 
thought there was fighters scrambled in the area. When they said "fighter 

.planes," that thing really went, buddy, it really went. It didn't monkey 
around, it just PHSSSSSEW, straight up, just as though it could stand 
there and listen to us, it was like it had a radio on it or something. 

Q I uh, I, I don 1 t want you to feel that I 1m disputing anything-• 

S Nol 

Q I'm just telling you what I know. 

S Ohl Well, that's, that's, --

Q From your information, the information which I have been able to 
check, checking out all the balloon activity in this area, all the aircraft 
actifity in this area, especially in the rocket(?) you were following 
at the time, -- at one time, because of the description I felt that maybe 
you were chasing a balloon. But, uh, there were no balloons in the area. 
And, uh, 

S Are those balloons propelled? Or, what, I was under the --

Q -- They go with the wind. o •• (discussion of wind velocity/ altitude 
differences that morningo Major Quintanilla produces information on this.) 

S -- I didn't know any kind of wind was blowing. 

Q -- This is one of the reasons I asked for that information; wind velocities, 
not only that, but also the temperatures. In this whole area around here, 
especially the area in which you followed -- my job is to try to 
determine what these things are. It's not a very pleasant one, believe me. 

W What did you do, that got you this kind of a job? 

Q I really don't know (chuckle) I've often asked myslef that question. 
I checked out everythingo I yµecked the radar, at Oakdale, which is 
further this way, and checked the one at Greater Pittsburgh. They had 
nothing.---x'bsolutely nothing. 

S There were no aircraft there. 

Q There were aircraft, but they were aircraft that were coming in and 
taking off. o •• (Description of how radar is used, for bringing in 
airplanes. Description of network for radar pickup of satellites.) I 
checked with them. The only thing that they had over this particular area 
was satellite Echoo I don't know whether you raalize it or not, but there 
are avt least thirty satellites that are visible to the naked eye. And \ 
these things have a northeasterly and a southeasterly component. Except = \ 
three. Three of them have what we call retrograde (motion?). And they 
have an east-west component. These are sort of bastard satellites, that 
weren't supposed to g o that way, but the booster system kind of goofed •em 
up and put 1 em in a different orbito And I checked thoroughly with my, . 
I had a thirty five minute conversation, to put the information into a 
computero And this is why I made the determination spceifically, because 
of the directions which you gave me. That you had first spotted the 
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satellite coming over, and then focused on Venus. Venus at tha.t night, 
that's a typical night, was at a magnitude of •3•9• Wnich is the brightest 
thing in the sky, except for the moon. 

S Well, I (indistinct) 

Q ( Indi s tince; could be, "Literally everything we I ve got. 11·) 

S Well, I don't know anything about it, but I -- I'm under the impression 
that -- two things I'm under the impression of, whether(?) I have a miscon-
ception of --

Q -- No, you aren't, Dale, it's not a misconception Dale, it's -- you're 
not the first one -to chase that. 

S -- No, I (indistinct)(less than l second) oh, I definitely, I won't chase 
a, I, I know damn well I wasn't cha.sing a satellite, first of all --

Q -- You weren't chasing a satellite, I didn't say you were chasing a 
satellite. 

S -- As I understand it, a satellite orbits at about seven thousand three 
hundred and some miles an hour, to seven thousand five hundred. I may be 
wrong. Second of all, I think tha.t if it wa.s in the atmosphere a.s close 
as this thing was, as large as it was, it would have probably burned up 
at that speed. Second of all, I'm under the impression that our satellites 
doesn't stop and go and go up and down; this is one thing, I didn't know it 
could -maneuver, but it was --

Q -- Well, they zig-zag. They don't zig-zag, . 'cause a satellite is in 
perfect motion. But it gives the illusion of zig-zagging. It gives the 
illusion of movement. But it's not because the satellite itself is moving, 
it's because the eyeball ~ -this. Your eyes, my eyes, and his eyes. 

S -- Second of all, I'm under the impression that Venus rises out of the 
east, as the morning star. And this is probably another thing that's 
wrong, I'm not sure. 

Q Depends. Depends. 

S Huh? 

Q Sometimes it 111 rise right over you. 

S Oh• OK. So anyway --

Q Venus -- Venus -- Venus today, (papers rattling) rises at 02:49 in the 
morning. And it rises 150° azimuth and 25° elevation. It doesn't have to 
rise low on the horizon, it can rise high. But it's on the ecliptic, yes. 

S -- OK, so it's on the ecliptic. Granted, you have this. Now -- this, 
this thing is this large; this big and this low; and these people watched 
this thing from over in the Mogadore area; they report it, and I follow it, 
and I have Barney with me, we 1 re going down the road; so you're gonna 
discount, well, there's two nuts; we 1re running Venus. Now Venus --

---- - -, -~--

I • . . 
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Q, Now, now wait a minute --

S -- Well, wait a minute, let me speak -- (Voices mixed, loud) 

Q, you used the wrong word --

S -- OK -- well,-• 
Q, -- I'm an officer in the United States Air Force --

S Right -- you definitely are-• 

Q, -- and I don't call anybody a nut1 

s -- No, OK. I have hallucinations thenl But this is, what I 1ve been 
saying --
Q, ~- I didn't say you were having hallucinations. 

s -- What I'm trying to say is this: I 1m going down the road; now this 
thing, that I run following, --

Q, -- And treat me with the same respect that I treat you. 

s -- I will sir, I run; I 111 treat you with more respect than I 1ve been 
treated--:rfie last-• 

Q, -- . I'm not calling you a nut, I'm not saying you had hallucinations. 

s -- All right, the last twenty daysl Anyway, this thing passes over 
another police car. He watches it go by, he's spotted it now. This is 
two cars, that's fixed on Venus. So we' re going down the road. And we 
get into Conway, Pennsylv,ania, and this -thing passes over the third car, 
that's aitting there. Not even on the same frequency, I never met, seen, 
spoke to before nor after this, another officer. He's watching the same 
thing as it goes over top of him, going towards Pittsburgh, as we come 
screaming in. Now: we watched it, four men, standing right there, four 
officers. Probably, you say anything you. wani; we stood right there, watched 
it, watched the plane go underneath of it, and watched it make a vertical 
climb straight up, and this, sir, 

Q, -- Disappeared. 

S -- (continued) my knowledge is God's truth. Yes sir. The only thing 
left to even look at, after we went to the station and called the guy, 
was the one bright spot that was there, the sun was up coming up full and 
the moon was fading out. It was about a quarter of a moon, and right 
straight off that moon, which would have been to the south of the moon 
if you were looking west, was one bright spot. I 1 d say it was probably, 
would look like a pencil eraser, real bright. 

W That was the mother ship. 

S Huh? The other ship --

W -- That was the mother shipl 

S Oh, the mother ship. You guys are gonna have me convinced pretty 
soon; aw, give me a .tranquilizer and some coffee1 T1°7'. 1.~::- '~-:.,·, t, ' '? Y <:: b,-~,.. r '.)) 

{ 

- \ 
\ 
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(Laughter) 

s -- This thing was to, would have been to the left, which was the north 
of it, and we watched it, it ·went up, stopped, the airliner went under it, 
and then it went straight up. Just as straight up, as, well, just, straight 
up 0 And there I, uh, I wouldn't conceive of what, I know that 
people, uh, can get fixed on something maybe, or something like that; but 
I don't think that -- I don't see how that, uh, myself and another cruiser 
and another guy and all this could go over. Chasing Venus. I, uh, I 
won't concede a part of it. I know that there's, uh, this may be a way 
to discount it or what it is, but I know that it was there, I seen it 
very }:ihln ly, --

Q -- Dale, it's not a question of discounting; we're trying to get into the 
(one word fuzzy) we 1re trying to make the determination as to what it was. 

S -- Sir, if I could tell you what it was, believe me, Major, I -- I myself, 
and like I said before, if I told you that I seen a Ford going down the 
highway, you 1 d know what I was talking about. And if you said, "Gee, there 
goes a Chevrolet, 11 you would assume tl?-e fa.ct that you identified .it and I 
know what it is. The s a.me thing with an aircraft, you say, "There goes 
a B-29, 11 and I say, 11Yep, sure is, that's an old war-horse, 11 or something 
to this effect, and it 1 s irlentified. This, I have never seen nothing like 
it before or after, or in the wildest far-fetched imaginationo • • o I know 
you can have an optical illusion, or even see somteh.tng movin§, or. like if 
you look through a piece of gla~ or something (--) 

9, Yeah, distortions. 

S (continued) I can go along with thiso But nothing this big, that it 
ever even looked, or, in my wildest dreams I don't think I could have ever 
imagined or seen anything like it. Now -- what it is I don't know, where 
it crune from I don't know, who it belongs to I don 1tknow, but it definitely 
was there, and, uh, it'd take something just short .of hoaven or hell, one, . 
to change my mind, me personally, because of the fact that I don I t think 
that anyone could follow something that low and that far, and not be able 
to determine that they were actually in the pursuit of something, and I 
don't think that there could be that much mass hysteria. Possibly, somebody 
might be able to figure it out. I don't know. But this thing was there, I 
seen it very plainly; I seen it outside the car, I saw it inside the car, and 
I saw it from outside the car after I got to Conway, Pennsylvania. And I 
would hate to think that I gambled this man's life, and a lot of other 
people's lives, chasing Venuso I don't believe for an instant that I was 
following Venus. I don't know how to explain/ it. I don't have the 
slightest ideao But sir, this thing was as~ as (indistinct word) --

Q -- You know -- Dale -- I'm just going to say this for whatever it's worth: , 
you're not the first one it 1 s happened to. 

S -- Well, I don't doubt that for a minute 9 There 1 re seventeen -- ~\ 
Q -- (masks part of Spaur•s statement) Two weeks -- two weeks before your \ 
report crune in, I had a report from a woman in Interstate, Iowa. • (muffled) 

s (muffled) \ I 
I 

Q, (muffled) 
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Q, ~- The Air Force doesn't pay me to, to how many cases they get, or 
(muffled) 

s Well, I very well understand this. 

Q, We analyze it, and evaluate it. 

s I v~ry well understand that. And I respect your positiono But --

Q, I've checked every bit of activity. Every bit of it. And -- and 
then your -- the information which I got before -- is just the same infor-
mation that you gave in the forms. (Papers rattling) On the telephone. 

D -- Well, I, I feel this way about it. It's :goo damn bad that these 
things are running around through our sky over our heads, and the Uni tep. 
States Air Force and the government doesn't know what's going on out thbre. 
Because there's too many of them, and there's too many people have seen it; 
and there certainly~~s~ be something to it. 

Q -- Sheriff -- There are, like I said before, at least twenty per cent of 
SAC is up in the air at all timesa For one reason only. Radar stations 
are all over this country. Not only in the interior, but in the exterior. 
They operate on a twenty four hour schedule. 

D That's what I thought they dide 

Q, Did you? Three shifts. Eight hours, twenty four hours a _day. 

W -- What does the Air Force think these are, Major? 

Q, Hmm? 

W :_ vlhat does the Air Force think these are? 

Q, :i1isinterpretation of conventional objects and natural phenomenao We I 
have over ten thousand, two hundred cases on file at Wright-Patterson. This 
goes back to 1947. Last year, just to~ you -- (muffled; movement at • j 
desk) Last year we had 245 astronomical cases •• e .(discussion of statistics) : 
(categories into which reports are put are read: Astronomical, Aircraft, 
Balloons, Insufficient Data, Othero) 

W What category does this go under? What Dale saw? 

Q, Place it in the category of satellite and astronomical observations • 
• • o •• o o ••• o o • (Discussion of photo taken recently) 
Q - Sheriff, (indistinct) it 1s been unpleasant, but, uh, I 1ve checked all 
the activity. (Indistinct) this is one of the reasons why I stayed home, '. 
so I could check all the activity. Because it 1 s a lot easier for me, to 
check with my co1mnunications channels; sit in the office and just punch 
buttons, and say, 11 0K, get me Akron, 11 11 Get me Cleveland, 11 "Get me Toledo," 
and then check out the information • . This is exactly the gyrations I went . 
througho 

t 
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D -- ·well, I'm sorry it I s turned out this way, because I know a lot o:f \ l 
peopche have come to me and they saw the same damn thing, and there's too • ' 
many people involved for this thing to be a mirage, or somebody's imagination; \, 
I don't, uh, I'm like Dale; nobody will ever convince me it wasn't something ; 
actual that I s up there. • • • (Discussion of capabilities of radar.} ,! 

- - ___ ......... -·--
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(Those who had exited return to room: Carol Clapp, Tom Schley, David Webb 
and Willirun Weitzelo County Prosecutor .brings in coffee. Clapp . and Schley 
take press photographso WW questions Q; DW questions So) 

vM -- You seem to be skeptical about the physical reality of unidentified 
flying objectso 

Q -- I'm not skeptical about ~nything. I look at people's statements, 
and the information that is given to me. . 

WW -- Well, may I asl{ your own opinion about these things? Do you think 
there is any common denominator among the reports? 

Q -- No, there isn't. There is no parallel whatsoevero 

ww· -- You mean, out of all the um thousand reports, they're all completely 
different? 

Q -- I said that (indistinct here). There is no character(?} --

VJW -- But you -- you categorize them. 

Q -- (continui ng ) there is -- Of course I categ --
The characteristics of satellites are the samel 

categorize them. 

Wti .... You mean all these reports are due to satellites? 

Q -- Oh, I didn t t say that. 

l-f1v -- Well, I asked you ( tape runs outo vfw turns reel over to side 2.) 

WW -- How do you account for the maneuvers of this UFO? If it was a 
satellite? ' 

Q -- He had atmospheric noises. (Indistinct sentence. Laughter.) 

Wi ~- Not that kind of noise. 

Q -- No, it's, uh, there's atmospheric noise. I 1ve seen it myself. 

WW -- Visual? 

Q -- Yes. This is the reason I carry binoculars . with me at all times. 

vT\rl -- How about t he fact that it was seen north, when they were driving 
east, and it seemed due south', when they were dl_'iving e• 

Q -- They were changing directiono 

WW -- Yeah, but -- see, they saw t his to the east -- to the north when they 
were going east, i t was to their left. And then when they were going south, 
it was ahead of them. 

Q -- You have to get on the road, and I 1m checking on the road, and this 
thing would have been to the~-
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·wvr _ .. Yeah, but when they' re heading south, and it I s ahead of them, you see, 
then it's south; and when they're heading east and -it's to the left, then 
it's northo 

Q -- When the thing disappeared, they were changing, they were changing to 
the southe~st direction, it was right in front of them. That statement is 
right there (chuckle). 

WW -- Yeah, but they were going due east toward Canfield, and then due south 
out of Canfield; it was ahead of them both times. 

Q, -- (pause, chuckle) 

WW -- Did they tell you that they passed Canfield .... 

Q, -- I 1 ve got the statement ri~ht there. 

WvJ -- That they were going southeast at every moment? 

Q -- No, of course not. Because the road doesn't follow southeast at every 
moment. You have bends in every road.· 

WH -- Yeah, but see this had a right angle bend at Canfield, and they were 
going east; and the object was seen to t he north -- following along side 
the road. And then when they headed south, the object was ahead of them, 
to the south. If you're aimed south, and somethings in front, then it•s 
to the south; and if you're aimed east, and something 1 s to the left, then 
it's north. 

Q, -- Of courseo 

WW , __ Well then how could,.La satellite have been seen following them% along 
the north, and then when they turned around and went south -- (%the road) 

Q, -- Look -- a satellite is not visual. You can't observe a satellite for 
• more than ten minutes at the most. 

ww· -- Right. And they had this thing in view for, almost --

Q, -- For an hour and thirty five minutes. 

i;lW -- Well how could that have been a sa.telli te then? 

Q -- I didn't say that that was a satellite, did I? I said his first 
observation, that causedhls attention; but I don't- want to get into a 
squabble. 

1fT:l -- Well -- look -• 

Q, -- No-- good after~l 

WW -- You're not going to examine the data? 

Q, -- I 1ve examined the data. 

~n{ -- Did you examine the data that it moved relative to the --
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Q, -- Look, young fella, I 1m finished with you. 

WW -- Does Venus move relative to the moon? 

Q -- Nol 

WW -- Well this_ thing did. 

Q __ Of course. Because Venus is on the ecliptic just the same as the moon 
is and just the same as (indistinct; could be "Jupiter") 

. -
1-M -- Did they tell you that "Venus", that this object, uh, rose, at the 
left of the moon, that it was _below .it, it ,rose --

Q, -- Yes, it rose up and down, and ·to the left and to the right. 

vIW -- And that I s Venus. 

Q, -- Yes. 

·ww -- When they're standing still?l 

Q, -- Son; if you don't know anything about atmospheric convections, 
I ' m sorryo 

wW -- Well, Major Quintanilla., if you don't know anything a.bout language, 
very sorry! --• This is most remarkablel 

(At . that point, Ma jor Quintanilla had left. David Webb questions Spaur:) 

DW -- Did you tell him you saw the moon, and what you thought was Venus, 
and also the object at , the same time? ~lhat did he say to this? 

S -- He said I didn't see it. He said I had a misconception of a conventional 
aircraft, and hallucination of astronomical phenomena, or something,- I don't 
know, it hurts a lot --

• ( Loud laughter) 
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Major ne.ctor QUinta..'1.illa, J'r. 
Wri:;ht-Pattorson AFB 
Dayton, Ohio 

Dear 11.ajor (,."Uintan.illa, 

5709 Woodmont St. 
Pittsburgh, vn. 15217 

May 17, 1966 

•\ftcr our talk ,last week in Portage County, I was afraid you had gone 
awo.y with some ill feelL,!!, ns you oeer1ed to be angry that I was asking you 
questions following tho meeting. let me assure you that I was only concerned 
that you get the full pictura of 'whnt happened on 71Pril 17, as I mn still 
concarned. Ism just as on.."Ci.ous as you are that an objective evaluation be 
mnde, and I do not see how it could be objective if insufficient data were 
collected. I am sure that you do not consider seriously reports of this sort: 
"I saw a lir,ht in the sky scme time last year." nut you seemed to be interpreting 
the report offered by the four police officers, particularly Dale Spaur, as this: 
"I saw o. liGht in the si~ the morninc; of ,\Pril 17, and followed it southeast. 1•· 

Frankly, sir• I don't sec that such n. skimpy report would be worthy of your 
nttention. in the firs'i: pl.:i.ce. If this is all you tliought it was, it must have 
see~ed a terrible waste of time to havo to drive across Ciiio and back just to 
have it repeated to you. If th~t is the case , I have much admiration for the 
p.:i.tienco you sho,-1ed at that meeting, despite a little he.at between us nt the end. 

I will, likewise, understand if you choocc not to answer this letter. It 
io, I know, difi:icult to change your mind or admit an errori even if after reading 
my comments below, you still feel you are rizht, you will probably think it a 
waste of time to reply. nowcvcr, I fc~l it is only fuir to offer you the opportunity 
to change my_ mind. I nm willing to hqvo it chc'.ln~ed; indeed, I would not have done 
a complete job of invc9ti~ntine th:i.o case unlcos I sought your informed opinion. 
I hope you will extend to me. , thc1t, t.hc courtecy of proving me wrong, at least; • 
or if on reconsid~ration you decide the opposite, of admitting it. I will not be 
happy to be proven wronr;, of coursa . nut that woold be totally irrelevant to lkat 
sl1culd go i tto my record. 

I shall offer r:.y co.nr.icnts in thio t1a.nncr, or from this point of view. 
A.SsuuinC that you ~,c.:-e .i.wc.re of certain fc:.iturc::. of the testimony offered to 
you orally on 1.:.:.7 10, n.7.d that these fcatureo. if taken seriously, would of 
courao i"Ule out ·,ha c::.."pl.:u-u::i.-::ion of the sighting you have decided upon, you 
mu::,t have had Gcr;1e criterion, or criteria, for rulting out the features to 
rule in the c:::p l,:.na:ion . I.2t me be a little m.ore clear. I don •t mean that 
you tool, the cr.p1.::-.nut.ion first, then the data, and eliminated the data to 
fit the c:...-plm.ation; thzri:: would be ridiculous. I mean instead, that you must 
have seen fi·t (for other 1:easons thnn that the explanation had to be preserved) 
be.fore r:iaking yout" evuiuntion, to eliminate. those features . -

on. rcac1inr; thnt over, I ce.e. a lo.ck of objectivity . If it irritates you to 
oco rao. n..1su."ling m1ything tt all, from a scientific point of view, since it is 
unocientific to color a problem with assumptions, I will mnke th.is a.a well one 
of my quc~tions , even though that is stretching objectivity a bit! (Soma assumptions 
rauat be granted for a problem to even 'be seen:) BUt to be. rigorous, I will begin 
there and not assume t:47. unswer from you one way or the other. 

l. Did you choooe to disregard those features of the testimony that di.d not 
fit your expla.'1.ation? 

I 
1 
I 
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I trus·:: confess thnt if you nnswcr •yco 0 thero, I won •t expect a reply fr001 
you, no the ,:hole point of this letter ia to hnvc you fill in for the record your 
opccific ronsons for puttini awoy certain parts of the tcotimony . nere are thooe 
ports ; the pointa arc T!\Cll.,t as questions - - " \~1ut rencon is thcro for not taking 

--- into c.cccunt in mi ev.iluntion?" f'or " "• the follotdn~H 

2. 'lh~ UFO '::; si::c, °From borm to berm on 224 .. Spo.ur G~id. Ute. 224 is a 
~oo<l sized , 2-lanc rood. Alco , he added ~men fillin~ out the qucotionairre , " M 
bi~ as n thi·co-bcd.:-oon ri:::nch home. " And, " He ll, it was big ns a house: " 

3. 'I'hc u'PO's brir;htncao: 0 Likc lool-:in~ uown the middle of hell , or something, 
for n r.1inutc . .\nd it w.is VOt°'/ briGlrt; it'd r.i.tl<e your eyes water. " 

4. 'Iho 1?:o•~ ch.'.lll~e i.."1 brir;h'i:noss dcpcndin~ on ito height : "It w0uld get 
brighter when it would GO up , nad then it would seem lil;c it would lose part of 
it:. int .nccnczs. of the li~ht , ao it would cane back do,-m to us . " 

5 . 'rt1c U~O'G oou::1.d: .:i hur.ming noioe that would chanic pitch. 

6. :he u.?0'3 bciui seen to the north or oouth: froa the enclosed mnp, ;-.no 
the at.:ii:cncnt t:1at it w.:-.z to their left when travel~ to-ward co.nZicld, north; 
lil~cuinc, ,;hen they turned do,~-n 18:j near IX!crfield , it u~ behind them . At that 
tine ic then mov~d to thcil.· ri~ht , th.u::i oouth,. Also, aftc1.· lcaVinG Canfield, 
fro.-n 1:cZf •:; tcotir cnj,• : 11;;.c: W'.:. turned off to the ri~ht . Md it uas aver to the 
ri~;li.t o[ uo ti1c'1 , or.cl th.-.t ~hr-:;,:c'7 it back over to the left hruid side of the· cruiser. 
J'.n<l it sc.c.\cd lib~ it juct \,;,cnt o2f the rocd a.~d quit; when we was goinr; a little 
bit south, it turned c.ncl Ccr.!C ri;J t o.::.ck uith us . South . n 

7. 'Iho lit-up r;rou;1.<1 under the WO: urt wru:: no r~ore , D.fter it gained altitude, 
no more th.o..7. octt:ccn tlu."Cc n..'1<l fiv~ hu::-.drcd i:cc.t , •cnuac it wns lir;ht on the. ~round 
unc1crnc.:.th o.:: it . It w.:.s , the illu::cinr.,tion Zr-on it, "·hen it croosed that bi~ crane, 
\:here tl:c. st.~·· p field ic and nt.-1.1tf , you. could cce it just aa plain as you can see 
t!1.at t.,lc.phv: .. c . J.;-.d t!1io w.-:.;; bcf oro do7liGht . " 

n. Tne u?O ' s nctnll:!.c .:qpc::r:::m1.cc : ''Dut th.nt 's the metallic part that you 
could c< c . ~:ou could ace it vef."'J :):i.cin , end it wns like an aluminum top that ' s 
been u~c.d for .::. t,~1:Llc; it ,1M dcfi:1itcly a silver, or light color, but it wasn ' t 
like ch;:0~1c; it w.in silvc::- color but it wacn •t polished silver . snoky silvel'• 
Dull silver , or wh~tcvcr 71ou •d -aaa.l it; it Han, I saw it very plninly . .. 

9. 'lho Ui?O ' s projection: "i:11.cn it would do this, you could see this one 
pi.-ojcctior~ en the bacl;. ?if tccn or eighteen feet louG, it would appear to be . 
1his io otrictly mi cG'i:.i1:iatc." 

10. The UJO •~ maneuvering : •~•hio front pa...-t would chruX;e its angle of trim • 
• • • • there w~ this or.c projection on it t.."lnt ·wo could see at nny time; there 
\·:Crc u couple tir.-cs it :n.:.<lc the onnc nnncuvcr we couldn •t see it." At this time 
the object nppc~cd to be .ibout 100 feet auey . 

ll . 'Ihc u:?O ' o i.icinc n orc. viaiblc when it (the sky) bcca."Uc li_zhtcr : •-very 
elect", there ,•n3 no l')roblc.-u at all. ns .'.l natter of fa.ct, the lighter it got , the 
bctt~r we c ould nc~ it.•• /Jl object th.at wa totally ii'luminated would have gone 
<lomi. i;i (relative) J..!:.i....,.l ,;n...ss . 

12. 'ihc nature o~ the U?O'o disappc.'.lra."i.ce: •tr·:b watched i t thr ough an anteim.a • 
• • . . it ,;cnt p:;::,.:;mr:It?;J, straif~ht up; c'.l.Ild I tlenn, ,men it went up, f r iend , it 
<licln •t play no gooco; it went s1:r:u.'°f~ht up. •• 
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111crc are two points abcttt n,nnber 12. sir. First , the mobility of the WO 
is in<licatcd by ito movinf; fror.1 bet't.,....).Cn (in line of sight) 'lV ootenna wirca • to 
nbov,.:;; tll:;.;2; then, in your own word , it "c1ianppearcd". (Spc.ur .:icrccd to thnt word. ) 
Scconc:i, t1ou;.~ not radar from Oakdale or crcnter l?ittsburgh , which are hidden by 
tall hilfo to the south. of the cl te of the sii;hting •s tenuinal position, fcll to 
pick up nn object so low, which then rose. r&pidly without playing 'trio gmncs"? 'Ihe 
s,.cep might not hnvc been covering that area when the UFO rooe from its "hiding 
plac-c" to cut oZ .sight . 

Thi:J letter part of the event raises another problem: a second UFO: 0 n1ere 
was one brit;ht spot right of:1: the, about where the nose ·would have been on the (man 
in the) noon , but the l>rit;ht spot haci been there. I don •t know how lo~ the bright 
opot h.ud been the.re , it wa.3 quite a while. But when we were wutchinr;, it would hava 
been. at thio tine, -- of cour~o, thut spot was awful er.iall, it warm •t as big as 
this • thnt we ,;ore ~-,a.tching. 0 Prem a photogt·aph. made fro;;i where Spaur stood, the 
thi-cC. oiJjccts wc1·c placc_s n1_f31lows : (C •,1. (including Spaur •s testit:.ony ) 

1) "I:rir;ht c;)ot ,. ~- 3 
2) c:.:-ccccnJ.: noon. 
3) 1:'0 reported, E 

seen hare bchinG a = 
rv ,-.,tcnna • 

..--.,.i:::_ ___________ _ 

i\.Ctunlly , tb.c moon was o. little hi~hcr . 

'l11c.:-c io one other th.inr:; I ~.:ould like to ~sk , 1-Io.jor (_:ttintc.nilla, f ollowine up 
n request I nln<lc afccr the 15ny 10 rac~ting . 111c police officers in Chio who observed 
three. jo.to b~hind a lc.r~c , bright bnl 1 goinG hori~ontally Deross the sky in Spaur •s 
direction , for u r.:in.utc or tio . rcportc.c that the two jets in the rear ucrc turning 
tm,•ard the firat one (directly behind, about a mile, the object) from another direction~ 
You ::ini<l no jets were scrt:mbled or diverted by a.--iyonc on the ground . Could it be o 
that :;o,.1c pilot rcquc~tcd pcrmicsion to chnse. nn object, have pc.mission granted, and 
th.en you Hould not r:;ct this infor::tation ii: you ;;:ihrnscd your request something like, 
"~.~1·c any j..:.to :::cr.:,;.1blc<l?" Thia is ~ihy I thou::~ht a specif ic question fran you ·would 
cH.c:~ t a ::.1orc ~ircct reply , nbout a pilot r;::i.c1:Loing in sor::ie rc:iort not made· under 
ordc.1:::. . Di.d you r_i;ct on aT1swcr to your queotion? I'll make. that mun.Ser 13, just to 
be. more fo:..7tn.l : 

:3 . 1 !ere ~1.r1y jctn involved in ruw wey with the UFO? If not under orders , as 
you inC.icutecJ , did Gome. pilot on hia ovm initiative. or with permission, observe a 
1.J~:c,7 

Cf cource , it would probnbly be almost itTtpossiblc for you to find out if a pilot 
,:cnt oi:f course <luring a practice. or otherwise, fli~ht, to uchnse a. flying saucer" : 
You arc ?robnbly well aware of ho\1 quaa::ry pilots are about reporti~ such things . 

1.hnt io all the qucctions I hnvc , sir. :~cccpt for n rcc;_ueat on beho.lf of Dale 
Sp:::.ur : if: you release any further findi~s to the news media about this , he would 
ap:,rccintc it, 1 u-n G"Urc , if you r:\cntio,1 not only hir.i., but also Wilbur ncff, Prank 
I'c.1.zanclla. n."'ld Hayno Hus ton ·as observers . Spaur looks rather foolish to the public , 
and his ability to perform police duties hno been crodod by publicity that he chased 
.o. pl.:..ct . ne wishca that tho press (UI'I, radio, etc . ) ha<l been fairer in na.uing tha 
other officers involved. I no oura you will do this if the opportunity arises . 
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I'ra a.2r11id I for[;ot somethil'l.g; , but this positively will be the last question . 

14. •.:hat reason in there for not t~cin~ into account that ~-Tayne Huston saw 
the objcc·t Cor..'iini frcn the went (north.west) with ~aur .md Neff directly behind it . 
th.en ~o ovcrhc~d and do;,.n the road south.enst as they followed it? " J~y-way, this 
thin·::, r,,.:;sc::i over an(Jthcr police car . lb watches it go by, he ' s spotted it now. " 
Puoton we.s stc.nding out:Ji<lo hi~ cor, c::pcctini Spaur snd Neff at any moml'.!nt , having 
bc:.ln list:cning to radio traffic . Perht,ps thio uill be nubr.o.itted by those checking 
in. the ittsburi;h arun for you , frc..a either Onkdale or croatar Pittsbur&h • 

It m:Jy be thnt _nearly nll tho ~ointa I raioed could be ea.si17 explain.ad by 
n.'1 i,icluc,ivc nnswer , uuch. ;;is "h.:.llucinntion••. That i3 a vc.1.:r uncomfortable word , 
of cour::-..c ! /.nd I renlizo th:-t , bein2; in the. hiGh positionyou are , you would prefer 
a less loedcu terr.1 . 

,ut as it st,.uH1s , Gir, the oi~htinG rc:)ortcd by spr,.11r and discussed with him 
07 you, has not be~n c>q>lMinca . Tnki'1;_; "oir;htinJ" an you <lid , when you told him 
to tell 1"\d1.:1t he naw" . How, you ®"' I both :mow thnt wll.at people oec is not, sometimes 1 
what ia there . If there ic n:1y ilv'j_co.ti.on. the fou r men w-cra h2.vL,g an hallucination, 
o:i:- c.x~1;;cr.:.tion. of a ::.timuJ.u,1 , I t::i.i.,k that should be cai<l . :~raonally , I knm.t of 
noth.inz indic.:1tin:, t:1.J.s . Dut if t'1..:lt is ti.c situD.tion, as sccr:is to be implicit in 
your concluGio;1. 1 I t~1in:~ it ahould be said in u forthright monncr, a..,d substa.--itiatcd. 
1. r.>Ll sure you hav~ catn t:ic-;.- th~ .. that whica I have, about this event . It is only 
rair titnt yoa r.1~.:,,! ~~nl,· .;p:h .t it ww thnt ncc;,unto for the points I ro.Aoed above . 
( t f . .. ) -..-- ,+..,( c:cccp • o::- nU111Jcr .1..:J • ~-::,ctucr 01ia recs on or mony. 

2rcm :,cur poini:. oi: view, l: hope. i'I.: is o-.1c :Jir.tplo reason; that will mal<e it 
the more cMicr to re.ply to ra~ . Bu·, \•klcthcr one rcn.son o:i: many , I hope you will 
reply soon . 

respectfully yours . 

b'~ B.u/4--f 
Hill irun B. ik:?.itzel 
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NO'IES ON cc.o;RESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE AND NEWS ARnCL&;; 

'lhese sections are almost exclusively related to the investigation performed 
. by Major QUintanilla of Project Blue Book. 111.e point of the correspondence 
with congressman Willian Stanton was to inform him of the adverse reflecticn on 
the officers in his district, resulting fro:n the u.s.A.F. - sponsored ccncltision 
that the deputies had becc:xne hysterical at the sight of Echo, then chased Ven\JS 
out of the state, and the lack of basis for that conclusim. 

I informed other congressmen who have expressed an interest in the UFO topic• 
and the Air Force's role, of my canmunication with Congressman Stanton. n1e 
Mly 17 letter to ~ndel Rivers was also sent, in substantially the same fonn, 
to Congressmen Ayers, Bates, Ford, Fulton, and ~Cormack. Speaker 11::Cormack 
has, for many years, upheld the viewpoint that the Air Force's handling of 
UFO reports should be more open. 

Some of these reproductions are of carbon copies; they may be of poorer quality; 
corrections were made on originals with chalk-paper. 

111.e "enclosure" mentioned in the April 23 letter to Congressman Stanton, introducing 
me to him, referred to a newspaper clipping of an interview expressing my views on 
UFOs (conservative) and background. 

Regarding personal opinions: It should be clear that I have expressed strong views 
and dissatisfaction with the Blue Book program. 'l\1is dissatisfaction is based en 
close observation of the Portage County investigation as well as other sources. 
I have no reason to believe the Portage County investigation is atypical of Blue 
Book procedure. 'Ihe Portage CO\lllty case (including all participants in and out 
of the state) is ample grounds for dissatisfaction, aside from other "1ell docunented 
cases (see NICAP's publication, THE UFO EVIDENCE.) }-~ opinion of Major QUintanilla . 
is that he has a deep-rooted belief that no UFO has ever indicated the existence 
of advanced technological techniques. His stated criterion for persuasion to the 
contrary is testimony of astronomers mo would report the approach of spaceships. 
'!his is part of the unfortunate stereotype of ''UFO" - if a UFO is not a spaceship, 
just arrived from a distant world, it must be a conventional object or natural 
phenomenon. Between these two poles there is a wealth of possibilities. Clle is 
reminded of Dr. Allen nynek's April 5 testimony before the House A,nned Services 
coomittee (if55) this year, regarding .. poverty of hypotheses ... 

such a deep-rooted opinion · is naturally going to stand in the way of an objective 
evaluation of data. AS has so often happened, if a witness gives testimony that 
points to the existence of a device produced by an advanced technology, he must 
therefore be disbelieved; either his objective evidence is incanplete, or his 
subjective experience is out of whack with reality. certainly, in this P-13 case, 
the "they're all conventional" opinion ·is out of whack with the observations. But 
my must the presumption be favored over the facts? 

'!his is not of simply academic importance. UFO witnesses are subjects of a strange 
experience, apparently beyond the realm of conventional explanation~ To refuse to 
widen the boundaries of that realm to include a (by now) monumental accumulation 
of reports, ill befits our scientific ideals. Ol the level of the individual • 
citizen, be he a UFO witness or not, anxiety is increasing lest he be one; if he 
is, his anxiety becomes conscious pain, frcm social disapproval. Fortunately for 
the witnesses, but unfortunately for the Air Force, the disapproval is shifting 
from the data-producers to the data-explainers. '!he problem remains, however; . 
the data-producers are discouraged from performing their role. A rather obvious 
answer to the frequent question, "If these things are flying around, why don•t 
more people report them?• 

, l 
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non. Wlll1am Stonton , 
Rouse of Representatives 
Washington, D. c. • 

Richard Rall, ASsistant Director of the National Investigations canmtttea 
on .Aerial Phenomena, reque,ted that I write you this letter. lam a Special 
Investigator for NICAP md Chairman of its Pittsburgh SUbcanmittee. 'lhe enclosed 
article, published today in the ~cord-courier in Ravenna, Oh1o, where I a 
currently working, should suffice for further introduction,. 

I have been investigating the recent "chase" of an unidentified flying object 
on April 17, 1966 from about 5:00 AM to 6:30 AM, beginning here in 1:\:>rtage COtmty 
and torminating in Conway, ~Msylvanta. I have had intensive interviews with 
Gerald nuche.rt, Dale Spaur. Frank Panzmiella, Wayne Hu9ton, John nieghoy, and 

-- Gerald Yokum, law enforccmont officers who were involved in the event. I expect 
to tan: with Willian Ueff this evening. Since there are sctlle major discrepancies 
and oai.ssions in the Air Force•s explanation of this sighting, thesG should be 
brought to you; attention, particularly since they adverscaly reflect directly OA 
Deputy Sheriffs Spaur and Neff, and indirectly on the Sheti.ff•s office. 'lhe 
enclosed items partially docUI11ent these discrepaneias,. For brovf.ty, I am omi.tt1rag 
sound copies of tape-recorded interviews~ 

tttie following appeared on the UPI wire this afternoon; at tha request of 
tho Record-Courier: 

WASntIDTON UPI - 'lhe Air Force tl1.iuks that a R,3Venna deputy sheriff 
chased :i satellite or the planet Ve.nus when he pUrsued 1'hat he sald was 
m unidentif icd flying object in his patrol car last SUnday M Air Force 
1:'eport released Friday said another UFO photographed in the town of Mantua; 
eight miles north of Ravenna, wns also Venus. It sald a double image m!.ch 
appeared on the film was probably due to ttprocassing defects." 

'lbe lnunan \bo pursued "'1ltat ha thought was a WO was Deputy Sheriff . 
D:ile F. St>auf;'. Re rePQ.:ted that ha and his partner chased the object at 
n,if)h speacls for about 90 minutes into Pennsylvania. 'lhe. Air Force thtnka 

-;·wat Spaur saw was a satellito. passtng overhead. \tJ.en it diaappeal'ed, 
tlloy said, ha focused his eyes on Venus. 

'Ihe report noted thnt, 'f\'enus • was rl.s 1ng in the southeast and vu. • • '- ' 
brighter than any stcr in the slt'y. en the samG drq Spaur staged the ahas• 
Police Chief Gerald BUchert of Mantua, Chio spotted, and photographed, a 
object "'wl.1.ich looked like two tablG saucars put together.• 

1 refer you al so to the clipping from · today •s Record-Cow:ier • • quoting more 
fran a similar report that reachad them yesterday. '.these repof1:e ar. 1Daccurate 
or mi.Sleading aa follow a 

·. 
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Item ona: 'lb.ere no mention of the fact that officers Wayne Ruston, 
East Palest2.ne Police, and Fronk Pm2anella, Conwey Police, participated in 
tho observation of the UFO, at times independently and at times together. 
'lb.is lael~ of mention puts the responsibility on the shoulders of Spaur, Neff 
and BUchort, and the 'W'Ordi.ng of the report implies that Spaur alone was 
rosPonsible for the mistaken observation. 'Which resulted in the ctuise. '.!his 
is a significant la.cl;, because of th0 strong corroboration offcrd by Huston 
ond Panzcnclla: Euston observed the object, in detail, flyi.ng overhead 'While 
he waited at an intersection through 'Which, fran hearing radio traffic, he 
expected Spaur to drive, and mile he waited outside his crµiser, heard th• 
caning on his r®io. When the ob jcct went by, followed by Spaur and Neff , 
Ruston went after them, comparing notes with the Portage County officers over 
their radio. Panzanella observed the object before al 1 three off ic~rs pulled 
up to his p~kad cruiser in con.way, and . al 1 four vatched tt maneuver in relatf.oll 

• to ground and astronomical reference points: . 

Item two: Regarding the "satellite" ~lanation, this is impossible . When 
Spaur"""a'n'a Frerf first observed the object. it was moving toward them CNer some 
trees, near the road \here they had left their patrol car . to investigate an 
abandoned automobile . It moved directly overhead anil (l) hovered, (2) appeared 
30-4.5 foot in diameter at an estimated distance Qf 150 feet, (3) emitted such a 
bright lig1lt that it hurt Spaur•s eyes, .and illuminated the ground in m isolated 
area aroond their car, (4) emitted a buzzing-hu:ruiling noise, mich (S) rose in 
pitch uhen it resumed its movement fra:n hovering. (G) 'rtte brightness increased 
at this time, and as the object moved away (Spaur and Neff were in their cruiser 
by now), (7) illuminated the ground in the following detetminate manner, men 
the object t10Ved forward, it tilted and the s;,>ot of light on the ground moved 
behind a point mich woold be vertically below it,. . In other words, the UFO 
"nosed down" "41.en it moved forward, and e:nitted • the light parallel to its own 
normal axis, as would a (li.gM: fl..·om a) flashlight,. ;:,. the patrolmen sped after it, 
its ground spot illuminated various objects in fields aver t.1hi.ch it flew; snd the 
road.a .is it paosed in front of the officers• line of travel . (8) During the 
pursuit, the object had a de.finite shapa, dr~ by Spaur without Pt'allpting or 
pres~tat~on of any verbal or photographic sug~estions, on th& evening followl.ng . it 
his sighting, as ~pears in the enclosed SQall composite photograph, upper .saft- r,qk 
sector. '!his drawing iS reproduced on page 5 of this letter. 'lhe original copy J 
is &till in my possession. 

Item three: Regarding the reference 1X> Spaur•s eyes focusing on Venus, 
an attcopt to C.:..'1)lain the latter part of the sighting, the followi.ng points, 
ref erring to numbers on the photograph (and tracing of tile original), were 
largely corroborated b-J Huston and Pmzane.lla. Venus muld certainly not 
present the following characteristics: (1) A projection from the trailing 
edge of the object. (2) A "dome-shaped" top. (3) An intensely bright fonlard 
portion. (4) M intensely bright "cone-sha~d" bottom portion, either vaporoua 
or solid, but too bright to look at comfortably. (5) A bright trailing edge.. 
(6) A depressed portion of satiny (not shiny) cetal lie appearnnca on the rear 
third of the Qbjcct - the re.st of it brilliantly self-illuminated• th.is porttoo.-
reflecting av:lilable light frGn a dat-n sky. (7) A sb.arp "drop-off" at the. 
of the "dcme'', at the slanted portion of mich the projection began. (8) A 
brilliant rounded ''Undercarriage", at times invisible because of the bri~taea• 
of the bottaa cone of light. (9) A boundary between self• atd extema.11?•; 
illuminated portions of the object. 

\ . \ 
\ 

\ 
\ 
I 

I 
\ 



page 3 

Item five: '1110 bred~ in the sie',hting implied in the Air Force •a analysis 
has l-iiat I~sure is · an unintended (see Item si.."'t) correspondence to a fact in 
the sighting, but an unfortunately conflicting correspondence: at one . point 1n 
the pursuit , of the object, Spaur, :r::raff ond Huston lost sight of it as they 
roncen trated on negotiating a complex of bridges naar Rochester• Pa. When they 
emorgad, the object had dropped considerably lower (from about 1000 to 100 feet 
of cl. titude) and q;>peared to have been waiting for thCtU . M . they came into vi.e-.t 
(admittedly an ambiguous way of putting it) it sped up , and rcgainad its altitude. 
'l1'1.ese altitude changes, · werever they occurred, were always rapid md not attri""." 
butable at an,y ti:m.e to dips in the road, or the like. ' • • 

. . ,. . 
~: So far as I am aware, the extent of. interviewing of the i,arttcf.panta 

in this sighting, done by the Air Force. is . as follo.-JS; Neigh.er Neff, nus ton, 
not Penzanella have been interview"Cd. Spaur was interviewed by phone on lbnda:y 
and 'lhursdav, for a total tice (his estioate) of not more than four or five. minutes. 

• furthermor~; Spaur had the distinct impression th.at when he beg:m relating . 
interesting details of the sighting, the. investigator backed off. 'lhe investigator, 
Spaur s:.,ys, brought up the possibility that he had observed tha object for c.nly 
a few mancnts. and did not pursue the fact that Spaur pursued the object for 86 
miles. 'ihis is why I mentioned in Item five that I believe the Afx Force t.o be. 
unat-rare that Spaur actually did have a break in his sighting, . and of the detail 
and significance of this break. • • • • 

Item seven: Regarding the "'double image" on Clli.ef· Gerald BUchert •s fi.lm 
(ple~e.i:e.r to the sketch of the composita photograph, locating these images, 
and the reproduction of an BxlO print showing them)J · since the available light 
,was low, no frame boundaries. as would be formed by contrast of available light, 
e..~sure with light occlusion 'Within the csnera~ se.!?arate. the two images. 'lhus ' 
it is indeterminate whether each im::i~e might be due to sep~ate exposures of one . 
object in different fr.!lllles, or two different objects in a single frame.. I am 
making no judgment on the images, but whether they are due to an anomaly in the 
history of the fiim, or to objects p.hotographcd in ti'l.e ' field of view, the '(;l)rding 
of the, report seems to imply that theoe distinctions were tg~ored • . ' 

Item eight: 'lhat the imagc$)were ••probably dU0 to •processing defects due to 
••• poorh::mclling'": this implies that somethir.g went wrong during develoiment 
of the film 'Iha carbon copy of the signe.d statement by ~puty Sheriff Ger~d Yokula 
certifies that no irr~gularities were present during processing: fresh developer 
was used and the operation was carried out to . the letter, in the pl1otolab of th$ 
Sheriff •s Office in R!lvenna. The trording -also indicates that no effort was made 
by Project Blue Book to ascc.rtain t.t-iis. To my knowledge, no:ne was. Deputy Yokum•• 
state:nc.nt also indicates the exchanges between Wrig'nt-Patterson NJB. ~ere nlue 
Book is located, and the Sheriff's oZfice. Deputy Yokum is held in high esteem 
fer his photogrq,hic ability. Uis verbal response to the Air Force•a OJ?inion o! 
his work in this operation was worded rather harshly .. 

It~ nine: 'lhat 'tile film was old md foggy: the implication is that the 
film ~t.oo poor to make a good reproduction. The small phot.ograi;,h of the. 
contact copies of the entii-$ strip of film up to the last picture taken ohow that 
five copies of ~ood contrast and detail were recorded on a portion of the ff.la 
immediately adjacent to the area exposed by Chief Buchert in m attempt to 

\ 
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photogr~h iile UFO he observed. "ntese five pictures {.,ere made less than three 
hours later in the morning, outside his heme fran almost the sa:ne spot as the 
first three attempts. '!his shows that, while the film was i."ldeed slightly fogged, 
it was not in the rough shape implied by the. news roleaso.. Again, let me. emphasise 
that I hold no brief either for or against tho quality or signifi1'anca of 0f the 
"UFO imagc(o).» I am only pointing out that they CMnot be '1ismissed in an 
offhand manner. • . 

'Iha t\~ ccntact prints seen in the composite photograph, by the way• were 
mnde at different ~1>osures to bring out separately the ~ood contrast in the 
later pictures, on. t,hich contact copy tll.c. "UFO il:tage(s)" area is much darker. qi 
the other print, this aroa is more ccmpatible to inspection. en the original film, 
of course, both areas are simultaneously visible, with good detail. 

Item ten: I have exa:nined this film in much de.tail, such that I could observa 
even grm.nvariatiOl'U, and could find noth~g on it corresponding to an image of 
Venus, as the press reports state it bears. Venus would 11.ave shown in a print a.a 
a bright point. If the Air Force means the. · arc-shaped dark streal~s With their 
associated li~ter mid t:1cdium-dark patterns arc. some "double image" of Venus, thta 
interpretation of the report does not stand up, for obvious reasons. If th~ 
interpretation is of the. bri@lt spot ll.!Ji'lear:i.ng on the print (see copy) of 1he 
"UFO im~e(s )" area, I can certify that this spot is not 1an exposad, dark, area 

• • e "V-on the. f1.1In, but nn area ~ere the tank fluid failed to et:.5: e,n= th.a emulsion at all. 
If by "Ve.-ius" is meant the darlc s,ot, I would 6U~est, a.side frc.m the point that 
Venus would have appeared bright, that this dark spot. on close exa.'l'lination ts , • 
(Sef'.m."'d to me to be) due to a bubble on the film 't·Jhich prevented de.Vcl.oi:ment . • 
Its outline is sharp and runs to tho edge of the film; dtich was held, in the. tank, 
by a device ~ich gripped its rims. 'Ihe film, incidentally, was agitated continu• 
ously; notwithstanding this, st:Jal l snooui.lics could have occurred adjacen~ to the. ri.m. 
'l1le 11wo image(s )tt arc• howevl)r, located a good 'third of the wey in. 

Item eleven: The press report makes no mention of the fact that Chief Buchert 
observed the object m&euvoring, 'in 11.is field of vision both above and below soma 
nearby horizontal teleph~"le wires. theth.er "his" UFO w~ the saue one observed 
by Spaur, Neff, Huston mid Panzanella, or no·i:, and whether the film•s image(s) 
bear any re.semblance to the object Chief Buchert observoo, his sighting cannot 
be discounted by a brief reference, pejorative \>i1,en not in ccntext, to "tabla 
saucers". t-hatever it t:as, it definitely was not Venus . 

And just as definitely, neither was tbe sighting by Spaur, Neff• Huston and 
Psnzanolla. 

'!he Record-Courier article on my activity concerning WO phenomena he.adlinea 
this as a ''hobby". For many years the Air Force has referred to ciVilian UFO 
investigative organizations ns "hobby clubs••• ibile some indeed may be conductecl 
on that le.vel, :t know of no one doing volunteer investigative or research "1<>rk 
for ?UC.Al' who considers such work as onything less than a serious avocation. 
I share NICAP •s patriotic aim of making infoniation on at laast an interesting 
and at most a vitally important topic available. to the public. It is for that 
reason that I and Mr. Hall believe. the information enclosed should be bxought to 
your attention. 

Sincerely youra, 

William B. Wd.tael 
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Ronorcl>le Willi.am Sumton 
Rouse of Represen tattvos 
Washington, D. c. 
Daar Mc-. Stanton: 

5109 tibodmont st. 
Httaburgh, Pa. 15211 

Ma, Ci, 1966 

'ihe ~ash~ton off ice of NI CAP hns inf ormad me of your reply to m.y 
letter to you of Al)ril 23, discussing the Air Force•s conclusions regarding 
the Chio-Pennsylvania UFO sighting of J.pr:i.1 17. I m pleased tha, you found 
the letter informative, Ql'l.d that you have gone on re.cord as being critical 
of the Air l?orce•s ha,.dling of this case. I agree wholeheartedly with your 
statement, printed yesterday in the aavenna Rocord-courier, that aueh procedurea 
and unfounded conclusionc are detrimental to both the Air Force and the publlo 
interest. NICAP has documented the fact that this activity is common in the 
history of the JJ.r Force's involvement vi.th WO phenommia, in THB UFO KVIDROOB, 
published by NICAP in 1964. such unfortunate handling of UFO reports has 
probably been the greatest single factor in preventing m adequate accumulatl• 
of UFO infomation, sin.co the public's expectation of ridicule ls ntnforced 
every time a 'Witness is treated in such m offhand and derogatory manner by-
Blue Book representatives or their published statements. Blue Book has never 
approached this problem, of UFO phenomena, tdth an open mind, and military 
secrecy orders (for exanple, AFR200•2, JMlAP 146, FM 190) are a further atumblbg 
block to scientific an.ilysio. 

It embat."'ansed me to discover1 that I had left out of my previ.oua letter, 
a copy of a statement · ref c~ed to therin, by ce:i:-ald Yokum, Daputy Sherif! ,mo 
handled t,he development of M:mtua Vilbge Police (ldef nuchert'• film. Although 
NICAP still han no professional opinion concerning the valuo of thia film, Deputy 
Yokum •s statement refutes the Air Force •s claim that the processing waa poorly 
done, and adds information lrlhich might be helpful .in its analysis. 

Enclosed is a copy of that statement; also sane nela clippings and issuea 
of NICAP•s bi-monthly publication, 'll1E UFO INVESTIGATOR. 11? you wish further 
1nfol.'lllation about NICAP's worlt, I am sure Richard Rall will be glad to send you 
some, including a copy of nm UFO EVID~CE, 'WW.ell we have tried to maka available 
to e.veey member of Congress. I will be at the above address for &QVeral aol"e 
weeks, and \lould bQ lllad to hear frcm you S.f you have any queationa. 

Sincerely youra, 

w~&~ ' 
William B. wattnl, Chaf.rma 
NICAP Pitubusp Subcamdttea 
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CA LE ADORCG5: 
SKYLIGHT 

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE 

USMC CRH.I DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036 

Honorable William Stanton 
House o~ Representatives 
1·ashington., D. C. 

~oar Mr. Stanton: 

A0MINlliTRATIVE OFFICES1 

115313 CONNECTI C UT AVE .. N. W. 

Nay 11, 1966 

:-1ajor Eector Quintanilla visited the Portage Cour ... t-;f 3heriff' s 
Office yesterday afternoon, and after watchin..g ari.d hearing his 
incredible perfornance, I felt it best to write you. I and all 
the others preaent with him are grateful for your efforts in 
brin.3ing this event about, and! wish I could return a report that 
wha. t tran.sPired was in line. with the intended aim of the visit: 
that a tho~ough and fairly conducted investigation of the Ap~il 17 

.. UFO sigh ting would be :made., to col le ct enough facts for an a de qua to 
basis of analysis. 

The following persons were present du.ring the e'0-tire interview: 
i'1ajo=- Q,uintanilla, Sheriff Rc3s D.~stman, Deputy Dale Spaur, and 
!·~ounted Deputy 1-JiU:ur Neff. _ fter it started, anothe!' Deputy, the 
Radio Operator who tallied with Spaur that morning, Robert 1:IiJ.son, 

. ca.me in. I, David ~:e bb (a NICJ.P Investigator fror,'l Alliance, Ohio), 
Carol Clapp of th:) Record-Courier, a.nd Tor:i Schley of the Beaver 
Cour1ty (Pa.) Tir.ie s i:ere there at the start;, but :tlirs. Clapp az:i d 
:Mre Schley left c.fter a while. Hher.. the oral ::'.)o.rt of t"b..e testimony 
bet,;an, Eajor Q,uint;anill req_-;J.eeted that I and :-er. l·!ebb ~0:.v th 
room, and we complied. I observed tl-;.e i~terview in person for about 
one half of its two-hour length, talk.;d. u:.th H::.jor ~ints.nillo. cr.:.d 
the Deputies afterwards, s_r1d have heard e. t pe 1"eco:.?d:.n5 made in 
the presen~ of everyone there &.l'ld with their k:no:r:.ed.:; j this tape 
last~ the entire session. The interview was held in a third floor 
room of th'? County Court House. 

It should be emphasized that Eajo:!:' C,:.uintanilla ue.s r:iost polite 
and patient, 0:11:r occa.ssionally interrupting t~st~ony, and the.t he 
se0r:ied to have ~ood reasons for requesting NIC~P representatives 
to leave the room. At no time did he object to anyone else's request!'!., 
and the general atmosphere, while tense, was almost congenial. 

lthough eome loud words were spoken, none were harsl:. 

1~y charact"rize.tion of I~ajor Quintanilla' s performance as 
11 incrediblea is based on the following. Not only did he reiterate 
h.ts original satellite-Venus explanation of the UFO sight~ng, but he 
t:--ied to talk us into it. He also see:rr.!)d unconcerned regarding 
certain anom ios in his interpretation which were pointed out to 
him directly. _Ee left the bnpression that he come only to 

.sd /~~//~ ~? kd7;1 t/:a pd~c 
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satisfy certain demands for his physical presence in the area, 
and that he had brought his conclusion with him. It appeared to 
be a complete waste of time, o~ his part and on ours. 

The 11ajor 1 s line of argument was, briefly, that he had 
(1) taken testimony on the phone from Dale Spaur that was identical 
with that gathered at the interview yesterday) (2) checkeda:il .the 
conventional aerial activity in the vicinity of the sighting~ 
{3) analyzed the testimony and compared it with his activity-check, 
and found no indication of radar reception of the UFO near Greater 
Pittsburgh Airport, (4) concluded that there was no UFO at the time. 
Se clouded the issue of the thoroughness of his investigation, 
pointing out that he conferred for thirty five minutes wi th,'.- computer 
experts setting up a program for analysis of satellite activity in 
the area at that time, thus obscuring the fact that his own con-
frontation with, or confrontation by Blue Book representatives with, 
the participants in the event lasted loss than five minutes. 

How th~ information gained in the conference over a two hour 
period could be i den ti cal with tha.t from a couple of · perfunctory 
pho~e calls is beyond ~e. 

That there was indeed a non-astronomical body at all times 
is clear to all familiar with the Deputies' testimony save the 
Major. I will n.ot burden you with a prolonged repetition of my 
former letter detailing a rebuttal to the astronomical explanation. 
But I ~ill point out a significant difference in the status of that 
rebuttal now and before this interview. Before, it was possible 
that the astronomical conclusion was based on a paucity of first-
hand information gathered by Blue Book, indicated by their brief 
interviews (total less than five minutes) with one observer only 
(Spaur), and, according to Spaur 1 s statement, a strong lack of interest 
in following up the fact of its (the sighting 1 s) great length in 
time and across several counties. During the interview the Major 
was confronted with all these details; yet hia conclusion remained 
tu"'lal tered. 

Either he was somehow unaware of the testimony, or there is 
no contradiction between testimony and explanation. I will make 
no further speculations. 

It did seem, though, that the Major's general approach, whioh 
i .s odd from an evaluative an.d investigative standpoint, was to 
discount those portions of testimony which conflicted with his 
prior explanation. Using this approach, one could, for ex.ample, 

.911 l~~-np J..Jy, .,.,,, • .-"? IA. ... ~·--J fu4Uu ..-1.-1 
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easily identify a ~ightning bug with the sun. Both move through 
the sky, either overhead or near the horizon; both emit light; 
both can be observed by many people at one time. Aside from these 
general features, however, there are particular ones which make 
quite e. difference. And there is also a matter of degree in the 
supposed similarities. 

Particular differences between satellite-Venus and this UFO 
'N'ere the ant"nna at its rear, its metallic sh~en, its differentiated 
shape, its brilliant cone-shaped light, its being viewed to the 
south, north, eE.st, north, south, north, south and southeast, in 
that sequence, its humming noise, and variations in velocity and 
altitude, alternatinb, not changing continuously, from great to small • . .. 

Major Quintanilla showed that a satellite's, or V"mis', regular 
motion can appear, from eye movements or atmospheric disturbances, 
to be · irregul:ar. This does not account for the gross changes .in 
direotion, altitud~, or speed of the UFO, which changes were quick 
and precise. 

Neither a satellite nor Venus would be so bright as to cast 
a spot of light on the ground beneath them, to the rear when they 
moved forward, or directly underneath w~en they were stationary. 
!rei ther, of course, would be stationary in the first place. 

Neither one would fill one sixth of the viewing area of a 
car's windshield. Neither would cause Spaur and Neff to be petrified 
with astonishrlent and fear, or cause a temporary loss or !eol1ng or 
reality, when hovering overhead, as did the UFO. 

Now, in response to these anomalies, Major Quintanilla completely 
disregarded those ·which were utterly incompatible with a Venus-
satellite explanation, and deprecated the degree of those which, 
in their extent, likewise contradicted such an explanation. He 
stoutly maintained, without citing an examination of a map, that 
the observed object was always to the southeast., despite the faot 
that Spaur and Neff were initially traveling due east, then due 
south, and observed the object as described earlier, in diverse 
directions. To reconcile these discrepancies he stated, in his 
"inored.iblen way, that roads wind. The Deputies' route, of course. '" 
was as much a part of the observation as was the UFO, and likewise 
has verification from independent sources. 

Speaking of independent sources, I wonder 1f Major Quintanilla 
plans to interview any of them? Or will Dale Spaur continue to be 

.91 /o•iH~ /~ ~~I,{. ... t,-_.J jwJ/u, iN'-6/ 

seen by the pr~sa as the personal focal point of this alarmingly 
deteriorated situation? 
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Hajor Q,u1ntanilla. wns quoted throa v ke a.go 1 ths 
R vonna Record•Courier as deciding not to a nd en 1nvest1g to~: here -
becsuse or th dir~ioulty or recreating the ocene. At this contor• 
enoo ho statod he preterred sitting 1n his otfic puehing buttons, 
using corr.:!IT.l."1.ications chonnela, to interviewing tdtnesso _ in p r on. 
Surely this represents administrative ert1c1enoy; but must part of 
tho ave1lablo testimony or witneosea b selectively ignored to allow. 
categor zing the rest? Must t11tnesses be 1gnor d altot,cthor? I 
hav interviewed elev who offer d o1gn1t1oant or interesting 
in.formation in this caao. -It aeems that t stimonie:s a.a well as 
buttons have been pushed. Tho cole xtent ot testimony collected 
by representatives ot the Air Foroo. among o.11 t se cnndidAteo, 
was le~s then :fiv minute • from Dt,puty Spaur, a t r s I WC!_S e.war • 
I run definitely not s ying th.:i.t, a.b~olutely. Bluet Boo - an.alyz d .only 

. th1 muoh testimony. Butt r o.re gl-ring g p. 
I•' J; , . 

I say naelect1 • • ;,·rr ignor d tor this reaco,:1: Major Q,uinte.n111 ' ,; ·; 
reasoning clearly khioits on a priori e. sump~~o. that UFOs ro not -
Ullco .• ve:itiono.l obj eta. Thua u'hon testin!ony in.c..1 at;es the oontr ry, . , ' 
it 1a igno .. ~od or d:)prec ted. (I e.m till 11IrJ.t1n~; my ete.t ~nte to . · ··.•,·1 

th pr11 17 sighting, but NIC.lP has o. built ot vil.i. nc th t other 
Blue Boo.st 1nvost1sa.t1ons h ve been s1m1lo.rly c;on&.l od.) • 1 

• • • 

One of Bluo Book' ~tat d aim, to wh1oh I pr s~ Major 
Q1nta..~ill sub~cribe, io a ec1 nt1::f"io inveetigat!on ot UFO 

ph ~on...n~. -~ not oie.t!tlo to !gr.ore taots inf vor ot 
pr ULS,tio:.. • 

Thia s my ~r1t1c1sm or Yw.jor Q.uint n!lla•o oo_ 4 tin this 
sosaion, Mr. StL ton. He di not app e.r to be .h ~e o inveetigato. 
analyze, or eve.lWlt. He appeared to come pre red o~.i....e~ly tG 
el ot, rej~ct, snd p rsuade. It 1a, I b l1o7e you 111 gre 

incredible tb.nt an ortioer representing so vit~l project 
Blue Eook·would b so 1nol1n d. • 

I hav~ mud aome strong statem nto in this letter. I will b 
glad to ou'br.:1 t t p r oordings end signed atatementa. to back them up. ·: 

Finally, pl ose b~ adv1~ d th t my o_o re son fOl' writiz?.g 1 
to report on t~1s a1tunt1on; whether it c bo rcot1t1ed or not, I 
do not kno~•r. But I tel.t it noo sso.ry to 1ntorm you tha the e1roUD"i.-
otancea uh1oh prompted my- first letter. in pa.rt a routin NIC otion. 
t...av r.ot al terad and show no sign.ls of improving. . Sinoerely ,-01.l..;: 

" • ..- • . , • . . ' ,I • .... • ' ~· .91~~ .. tji,eJ.·,..,'-',-•~-,•-~~---~-,_.,, . . _ , _ ___ 
~. 
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570? s,. 
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?,t..ay 11. 1964 

I :r:of!r~tnoJ t.r,,m se,viin~ t~o <.'lnCl0'$~d letter, <'.!t1.ttad 11. until being 
cl>l'.l ta b.:lt'l; ui, ey cb.arzoo c~c-erni:~ t•l!lj'or CUintcnUla 1.1.tb. '10nothtng 
concrete th-On Q reforcaoo to a tt.r~ r~1in~ .,,,nich ? oocl.~<l yau \1QUld not -
h...~a t.i-tna to llDtcn tt> itn &t:,.U (it lGnt.9 t"Uo houru). oavo rou this ttma 
t:nd to tncluoo t.i.th tho:.: l<Y':ter &ot'!O ontcr!!ll to r~!nf4't'ce m'/ c1eic$, l b4w 
1:l'POii up a partial trnwcript of tl1G 1i:'C.eorcin{1:. A p:totr.-eopy ls -e.ncloso<l• _ 
Althom..,!h ~0t;ta, ve:;t:mtb p0$f.\l~il!Za ut\l cx1!tted• it is co..~tinuou~ f'rcm ti.la ~i.nuf.ag 
of ~DU~ 0o orcl. ~ct.1m,criy. I t.1ok":ro,J a. t.~ -eow of thG origlnal at thla 
t.lO:llOnt. Gnd will for--~ that WGU it ts Co::?Pletcd. 'i,hlD COW "111 bo w.io<U.u4. 

rxienui,a of ehoir tnt~rest 11' t.b.o -Wo eubjc.ct .and tM Ali:" eorco •a a.ctlv117 
in t?te ::iro,c, I ca acnd!.n$ tho foU.~11n~ c-czu_tre;s~...= photooo1>1CD ot roui- (Qr) 
}(\ttc.:- 0~ I~ ll 1 w. M!t~Offl.'.'l(::(:o ccrcl.d Fot'il. 'L. Hllltlol 1-U.vcro, Ui.111.Gll 
Baton o-;:ld J'~S Ftlltcn. 1 "t.1.11 ~~\l'",~~ tt\on of YOUt:' poasoosteu o! the 'tranocdpt 1 

mu toVO e:~p:, of tl10 r,~<l<li,nzf'l; unfertuwltoly, l a1 ,1ot. abl• to l'l.?.ako 
cct~ of these m--.:rne.lf. 

Cl 'ltmrstlai; 0£ lwt uoek, tuo d~ftJ after the ?~ l& ~ing. I tA1ke4 
1n t'Xl~~i 'W!th C'.hicf C.:it:r.ud nue;.~:i."t ef ?~~tun. After tht.l roo.ottng• later tha&-
dt,('.' • Hnjor ~int.c..'lill.a vio!t.cd b!ti for t-;:o !loon. chief 9'Jcho~ infc,...""met\ ca } 
tbo.t Major ,iltn.to.nilln c:~inr:d h_e Y'1r<l "-"'1. !l a. t~tic caapaoi. then open.t 
th~ ra~t of t."ta tti.ne trying to cc1winea tlie Ch"oe «ld hiu mfe titati they had 
observe.a Venus. • IJ.thougn Chlo£ t~chert told i-hjo::- <,ll1ntt.inil1t. hi$ td.fc ha4 
cbs~d tb.G UFQ w-lth him, the M"lj¢t" dtd not ozk her a sin(!le quutf.Oll. Major 
~intan:t~la. Se"""& to feel th.a~, becm.iso Chief 11Ul'!l\(l;rt•~ film dooe nut a.1h.ov a 
wo. dlic.f nt1Chort lJ.d not OQu on-e, nltbO'.l!,'.t!t the ~Ttgt:.t•P.$ttCr30tl aruilysu of 
that fim <U..s~edtts it~ (JUQU.ty Cln(l s~nattivi.ty. CCG7~ 1-C wa old ed badly 
foar.00.-

t-~.1 pooplG in the 1:o?'t~o (l.Ti.lnty Shen.ff •s t.f'f.!.CG ~)O -.~r-G o! 
t,roeeoo1.ncts of 'i:f;;:q 10 ~pressed tho Ol?in!.M t-.ht\-t 116..ajo-c- ~tnunil la tin~ 
c,,:t"~:.Or(> i:.)' co..,l!.lc·, th.£,~ mAttei· the ri..~ey he htr.$. 1t) qt?ot(i the ~{W lit,.-m,olf (al 
e Februa~ 11, l9CS p,..~os f!;),,"l:tore:1ce}, -i c:i a f~ts rrum." i dt> ':lot boltcva 
M.3 l:!!'f 10 ~prv.,.cr:inc.e ta ~ood found~t10!l for tht op!n.ton. l '4ou1l uot, 
® the other h.ri.'l<l, be at. all out"prl.ecfl to db<!~.t" that tt. ta tt t?'tla opttdon. 
~t opiniom1 a'ii<le• l thi..'lk t..~t crro-~o~:.;u:a aud its attond4nt o1s:atJll$tll.lOM 
.a..-u cf YOtir ci:f.tical m;tm,.i;i~. 

,, 
\-
\ 
' i 
I 

\ 
\ 
i 

' I 
I 
I 



1Ie:~c:=::b!.c !J. :.: ... •'!C~l Rivcr.:.10 C1u:i~:~ 
.r~~:-:lcC ~~r.;-iccs Cc::::r!.tt0-~ 

cf ~zp=~ce~~~t!vcn 
\'7~hi~~to:-i, :J. C. 

5-7.:) t:co.~c!!t st. 
?i·~t;;bu::ch, Pe. 15217 

D.ichc.rd !!:?.!lg _4ssistc·; Di~c .. ~tor c~ 1, _CJ..? suige.~tctl ! oe::!.d ~tcu t!lc 
C.!::clo·n~<l ::,-:;.:;c:7.:!~tic:i. I !1c.ve b~,.:.1~ <::c·:~l:1.:~t.b:; 2..n :Z=~v~~t~~tic-:1. of ~ha 
!{)::il _ 7 e :9S6 Gi:;l~t1.::.~ cf an c:;iC~:1t.~ ic..:1 flyi:i~ cbjc.ct. µl~c:1 ~r:15 T'Ch.l?2t:..c!.:;1 

f::v:1 1:~r2::~3c cc::.~-::, 0 o:::!..o, into cc::1:;a:,- &- Y?~11:.1.~rl~-r:.ir~a~ b:t ~"t.J"O D~~1l:ty ,s;1.c~:!£fs~ 
'i:'lts -~~vc!."!~~ c:.:2ccc1 :: gr.:.::a·:: c1c~l o= c~c.:t~.::;.-_·t; ~a t.l1c l,)?:\~Zs G:!'~c t.11.!!!b. pi:b!i :_~-y 
~t:o :::1c. _~ __ ir Fcr~c. o cvt1~::.=:.tic:i t.~~--: ~:1c. l~:t::-_cse~s hc.d. c!)sr.:;..:C"to.d c: cr-t;ific:c.: 
GZ:..te!l::~c ~G ·:.:.~c J;>,.;.L~ct \!~:tu::o '.:3C.~::u.o~ t:1e f~ct~ of ~e c~c indic2.tJ 
oth~r :1.c~, I L'1..~o!.~-~5 cc_-0:-c::s:::.:_~ ~Ji!licn st~'1.~cn c= t11.:o~ ::.:c:i~ C~!:a c£ 

p~;:-;;!.za Cc~~cy cc::--.::0:1 ?l2r .. s c.:,:i:.-t clso C:.~:_)::esccd to 1,:0 Strnton .. 1::..s 
c.:::~z~ti~:=z.ct:a:" i:i·::~ t~e t.ir Por~c 0 z cc::.~luc:..e:1.0 .c.:!.d ic.~ v St:~'1.·t-:: visi-:cd 
t~::. (~ol. ~·o:..n SJc.::11e::r..1 :.:t th~ P.:!=.t!:.:::c:.:. to ::-o~..:c~t a !.10::~ :t1iv3.zt~ga.t!cn. 
(~"?.::c hcd ~p~1~r'1nt!y cc:l:;l.5~cd of t~:o 2-3 ~.;"'"'~ta to~ e.J::c...;.~ L~1<.:.ct"'Jiew3 ¼15.th on:1 
f \:~~a fcu:: c~:;.;;:.,,:-cr-~o) 

is~y !.O, 1:1jor £7.::!.:!tc= cui::~r_~:;..:..::.2- cc;;..~nc~~c:! i:1.tc:-'1i.e1-1 in 'the ~rt~c 
·, Cc:.:.!'_~, C-:;uzt ::c.:~~, ~z .. tc:: lJ::iC:: !:.o. :::c.:~:.::.:-~-::ea o:;igi::.:.1 c-:::-.:.!-C2:Lcn0 clc:7.rai~g 

C(! ~=-:J .. c-;:.:1i?T..b t:o dio=1..:tc t:!i~. r;~~~::::~ :~i:~ ::~-~~~t~-1 c£s:.ir~~cc3 to tlto=:e 
p:-~c~t t.~~-:; h,:: tr~-= r;c.';I!c::-::--r...3 ~~::c~~£.-:.::..c:-" o'bj ~~:~.rc.::;·"c; rc~ccte.d su.b!::t~~tisl 
:...<l vitcl :,-::-·tio:1s c~ t.s-·:::t!::ccy ~..,,c: :.~:.Cic.:..·:.:cd ot!:~~ s~:::!'5~:j c~~:;:s i!"!. his ~nv~;;:--
t:gE~ . .-~ic:-.. Sir .. c.c I t1~s S,!:.'~ :!:: o str..:-:..tcn !'!r...c"'! t.r.!.sted ·:J.1c ,;_:. .. ?._, .... to ct.l:~ !.!ore. 
A-'!--. --- tc:~~:::. cc::.~~:;s::.c~ t-~ !:1c ::~, .. ~:::.s ..:1> : ,:;.~~:!.:": ;:,:-rot~ t !!:'l.c 0::1 t!.::.y 1:. A 
-cc-;-7 c: \.::!.:t lc:t.t.cr :.!:! e::c:c:c~., ~-- o=Ce_ to be..~~ up 'C!.:l c!c.::::S, ::: d~l~yce 
-!'""l~r-:?~ ~'!¥' '-"'----'~-•-0 
r:c::.C~ ~:t 

le t"i::c:- u:.:·;.3.:. :~ou? 
~~7Y : 0 i=.t-~;:vSc1::. 

s c:::=.plct.c t~Je ccw o 

sq:, n~cl!. "Co:::-e ·t!!.::.:i ! 
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GERALD R. FORD 
FlrfH DlSTRiCi , MICHIGAN 

May 23, 1966 

<!ongress o~ toe ~niteb ~tate~ 
@ffice 1: tbt ~inoritp 1Leaber 

~ouse of !\epresentatibes 
ffiasbington, tD. <!t. 

Mr. Williem B. Weitzel, Chairman 
NICAP Pittsburgh Subcommittee 
5709 Woodmont Street 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217 

Dear Hr . Weitzel: 

MICHIGAN OFFICE: 
425 CHERRY STR~ET SE. 

GRANO RAPIDS 

I wish to acknouledge and thank you for your letter of May 17th enclosing 
a copy of your letter to Congressman Stanton regarding the April 17th 
sighting . 

vfnile I appreciate having the information on this sighting, my main con-
cern has been that a Congressional investigation be held, all the facts 
examined on the unexplained sightings, and that the report be made fully 
available to the public. 

Because of my r c~uest, certain progress has been made . 
a release on that I'thought you would like to see. 

Kindest personal regards . 

Sincerely, 

Gerald . Ford, M.C. 

GRF:jb 

enc . 

I am enclosing 



.. 

FOR RELEASE ON THURSDAY, P.M., 
APRIL 21, 1966 

STATEMENT BY HOUSE MINORITY LEADER GERALD R. FORD, R-MICHIGAN. 

The Air Force has informed me it is arranging for a study by high-caliber 

scientists of some of the UFO sightings which have never been explained. 

This study will be placed under contract soon after July 1, start of the new 

fiscal year. It will be carried out by a university which has no close ties with 

the Air Force so that the findings will be completely objective, Air Force officials 

tell me. 

Those people engaged in the study will be high-caliber scientists who have 

never taken a position on UFO's, the Air Force s~.id. It will be made clear- to them 

that they are not being hired to come up with findings in support of previous Air 

Force statements regarding UFO's, I am informed. 

The Air Force said there is too much effort involved to ask these scientitts 

to make this study without pay. 

The report will definitely be made public, the Air Force assured me. The 

whole purpose of the study is to clear the air as far as the public is concerned. 

This, of course, was my purpose in recently requesting that public hearings 

on the subject of UFO's be conducted by either the House Armed Services Committee 

or the House Science and Astronautics Co:.:. _·.:tee. 

It was as a result of my call for a congressional investigation that the Air 

Force now is arranging for a study of UFO's by topflight scientists not connected 

in any way ui th the Air Force. 

I would have preferred a congressional investigation with witnesses to include 

reliable persons from among those who say they have seen UFO's. I still think this 

would be beneficial. But the UFO study by a panel of scientists, with the report 

to be made public, is a step in the right direction. 

1fa 1ft 1fa 



---, 

J. WILLIAM STANTON COMMITTEE ON 
BANKING AND CURRENCY "-" I 1TH DtllTlltCT. OHtO 

1628 l.ONGWOltTH BufLDING 
WASHtNOTON, D.C. 20519 

PHONE, 225-5308 ctongrtss of tbt Wniteb ~tatts 
1f,ouse of 1'.epresentatibes 

llla.~bfngton. 39.ft. 20515 

DISTRICT OF'P'ICEt 
170 NoltTH ST. CLAIII 5TMtET 

,PAIHl:SVILLE, OHIO 
PHoNtE, 352-tl 187 

., 

Mr. William Weitzel 
5709 Woodmont Street 
Pittsbu,rgh, Pennsylvania 15217 

Dear Mr. Weitzel: 

Junes, 1966 

Thank you very much for forwarding to me the 
tape recording of the interviews relating to the recent sighting 
in Portage County. I am delivering thi's to the Air Force to be 
made a part of their permanent fi'le. 

You may be aware that I personally contacted 
Secretary of Defense McNamara urging his favorable consideration 
of the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board's recommendations 
that their present program be expanded to include investigation 
of selected sightings by independent scientists. The Secretary 
of the Air Force has now approved the recommendations made by the 
Advisory Board and steps are being taken to implement these 
recommendations and the new program should be operational by 
September 1966. I am sure you will agree that this, at least, 
is a good beginning. 

Thanking you again for forwardi.ng the taped 
interviews to me, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

William Stanton 

WS:sm 
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J. WILLIAM STANTON 
11TH 01&T,.ICY, OHIO 

1626 LONGWORTH BUILDING 

WASH ! f-'GTON, 0.C. 20515 
PHONE 225-5306 

:-.1rs . Carol Clapp 
RECORD-COURIER 

(! ngres!l of tue fflniteo ~tate~ 
~ouze of l\epre.sentatibes 

~1n.sbfngton, :m.<t. 20515 

June 8, 1966 

124 North Chestnut Street 
Ravenna , Ohio 

Dear Carol: 

COMMITTEE ON 
BANKING ANO CURRENCY 

OISTIIUCT 0"1Ca:1 

170 NoRTH ST. CLAI" STltUT 
PAINl'.lrVJLLE, OHIO 

.....,,._ , 352-111&7 

I think you will be interested to know that today I 
received an answer from the Secretary of Defense in regard to unidenti-
fied flying objects. 

The letter stated that the Secretary of Defense has 
authorized the Air Force to take steps to strengthen scientific investi-
gation of reports it receives on unidentified flying objects. 

He further states that help within the scientific collllIU.lni-
ties will be sought through contracts calling for prompt, in depth investi-
gation of selected UFO reports. Air Force officials are now discussing 
the project informally with tmiversity and other scientific leaders to de-
termine their interest. The Air Force is preparing work statements for 
these new contracts at the present time. Funds for them will be requested 
from FY 1 67 and FY '68 budgets. 

I was delighted to see the increased interest that the 
Federal Government is taking in the general subject of unidentified flying 
objects, 1 feel that the efforts of the local citizens in Ravenna in ex-
pressing their dissatisfaction with their recent experience with this sub-
ject has played a part in the expansion of this program. I appreciated 
very much the support of Judge Robert Cook, your newspaper, and the local 
citizens in letting the Air Force know that their inadequate investigation 
was not being accepted without protest. 

Sincerely yours, 

/34/-
William Stanton 

WS:ag 

• l 



- -,-- ----------------------------- ------------- -------------- ----~ 

JAMES G. FULTON 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE 

COMMITTEES: 
SCIENCE, ETC, 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

G • 

f tte ~-,.,teb i@ta ez 
u%z i.:{ 31e!)resentatibes 

7f7f asb • ngton. t'.9.Ql::. 

9 Ju .. -2 1066 

5709 \\oodI;;.ont St ... ~ee:t 
~ittsburg~, ?cnnsylvani~ 15217 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
HOUSE Or"FICC EUILOING 

WACh ; .. 70N, D.C. 

PITTSBURGH OFFICE: 
NEW FEDERAL BUILDING 

PITTSBURGH 22. PA, 
PHONE: 644- 2876 

Your recent l~tt1r :2g2rd:ng unid~ntifi~a flying objects 
has be~n call0ct ~o rey personal attention, 3~d I have re~d i~ 
t..•_;·i c..1;:-e:. T'l;~~n!;::. you for sending r,lc tr.is net1

: infor~; ... :.ion 
on -:l:~ Pr:nnsylV~!1ia "Dl''"CP of ~'--pril 17, 1966. 

32c::_t,se :I fc.\..~l ti.1is inforrt.0.tion des:,r 1..12s ftir-th.:.:.:r r2\.1iei•J; 
..._ a.r::. cc.111:.nci i "'c to t:1c~ Gtt0.;1":ion cl n1y collc-~~J1-.. es vn tbe 
.. 2-nr:8yl\.1 

.. ::-jic.: i)c::1-cg:.tion to the I-Iou:._:;c of r:(eI;reser:t0.ti.vcs for 
their rcf2rccc2 nnd study. 

1'1-12._!1}< you for you~ ci'\~:_c :1.nd r::,~ .. :.::iotic interest in ~·.'r:. tir:g 
to me, 1., •• ":1ic'!:1 I ~p~r2ci.a.~e: . 

Sinc2rely, 

JGF : ds 



,-• f' Vt:-
, ..__,, / NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE 

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA 

WASHINGTON, D. C, 20036 "' 1"ELEPH0NEt NORTH 7.9434 

CABLE Aoo,u:ss, 
Sl(YLIGH1" 

MAJOR DONALD E; KEYHOE 
USMC IRET,I DIRECTOR 

Honorable William Stanton 
1626 wngworth Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Daar :t-tr. stanton: 

PITl'SBURGR sunco1,i-IITrES 
·5709 Woodmont St. 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 15217 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE.I 

1836 CONNECTICUT AVE., N. W, 

J\me 12, 1966 . 

'I'hank you for your letter acknowledging receipt of the tape recording made 
at Hajor Quintanilla's l?ortage County interview on :May 10, and my subsequent 
interview with the witnesses and ca:m1ents to the broadcast media. 

I 
l 
l 

I have been following the Portage County situation through articles in . I 

the Ravenna Record-Courier, and .am aware of your considerable efforts to improve 
the situation there, as well as the Air Force's UFO investigative procedures. 
I am pleased to see that the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board•s reconn:nendations 
are now being seriously considered. 

'1lle following remarks are offered with some. reluctance at the demand on your 
time for their consideration. But lest you have the impression I am beating an 
old bag of bones, please be assured that the only skeleton is in Project Blue Book•s 
.closet. Its entire crowded company deserves e.J.."'POsure to the clean air of enlight• 
enment, but I an particularly detennined that the l?ortage County . case be somehow 
corrected, and that Dale Spaur, Wilbur Neff, and the other participants in the 
events of April 17 be declassified in the public mind as inccmpetent officers and 
hysterical stargazers. 

:i. 

Your quick replie~ to my other corresPondence mal~es me wonder whether my 
letter and enclosures of }jay 17 have 'come to your attention. Enclosed with that 
letter was another one dated Y.:ay 11, which I delayed sending until I was able to 
type a substantial portion of the. taped interview by Hajor QUintanilla. Also 
enclosed, then, was a 17-page transcript from this interview. 'Ihe transcript 
supports my claims, detailed in the letters, that }Iajor QUintanilla•s interview 
was a travesty of investigative procedure. 

If you have seen this material, I would appreciate your forwarding the 
transcript to the liir Force, to be includea with the tape recording~ as the 
point of the recording wast~ substantiate the transcript, which can be perused 
in far less time than it takes to listen to the tape. 

· I cannot emphasize enough, sir, that Major QUintanilla's trip to Ravenna ··\ 
did nothing whatever to correct the consequences of his original hasty investigation. ',i' 

• 1 

Instead, these consequen~es were amplified. 'Ihe public gained the impression, • ' \\ 
and this impression was COOU'Junicated to you directly by the J,J..r Force, that a \I 
closer look . at this situation, the J.pril • 17 sighting, reinforced and confixmed \\ 
Blue Book's original conclusion. '!his is a false impression. \I 

.rJ~~ l«J;y,u,,_,,, IA.~~~ ,. \ 
. .. . \ 

I 
1 
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Weitzel -- Stanton 6/12/66 page two 

It is a false impression for two reas ans. One, the closer look was 
closer only in fonn, not in actuality. 'Ihe transcript from Major QUintanilla's 
interview makes this clear. Two, the nconfinned" conclusion is nullified by _ 
at least ten specific points which appeared in the testimony. Some of these 
were emphasized to him. 'lhis is all on the tape. there are other features of 
the sighting which utterly discredit the 0 satellite-Venus" explanation. I have 
pointed these out to you in .previous correspondence. 

B'lue Book has smothered the Truth, Hr. Stanton. While this case is not 
the only one in which the truth has been smothered - there are many others, well 
docuracnted -- this p~rticular instance, in your district, is worth concentrating 
on; that is, I feel justified in discussing it with you. Probably nothing short 
of an investigation of Blue Book, at this point, could effect a reversal of this 
false impression. But I cannot accept the situation, as it stands, and remain silent. 

I wish to make clear that I an not challenging the honesty of Major Quintanilla, 
nor of Blue Book or the Air Force. False impressions do not always stem from 
sinister motives. I think Hajor (lUintanilla believes he is doing a competent 
job. I believe the Air Force •s published inaccuracies are largely due to false 
impressions stemming from Blue Book's reports. I have no evidence that there 
is a concerted federal or military effort to conceal known facts. But there is 
strong evidc.nce that the size, structure, administrative orders, and practices 
of Project Blue Book have only exacerbated the problems of reporting and analyzing 
UFO phenomena. Furthermore, I a.i\ skeptical of any program of expansion or case 
review, as long as the structure, administrative orders, and practices continue. 
I believe that only a thorough overhaul of this project, and its demilitarization, · 
will prevent further incidents such as that in Portage County. 

Reviews of the situation are not new to the Air Force. In 1948, ATIC sent the 
Air Force Chief of Staff a "Top secret Est:µnate of the Situation" giving an inter-
planetary interpretation to UFOS. (Although the Air Force has often denied the 
reality of this document, };ajor QUintanilla himself not only did not deny it, but 
searched for it, during a recent interview in his office. 'lhis interview has been 
published in five parts, in last week's Record-Courier.) 

In 1955, Blue Book published ''Special Report 1,14," the result of an analysis · 
of their data on UFOS through 1952. the Air Force has played down such reviews, 
because they tend to erode· Blue Book's iraage as an adequate project. Special 
Report ffl4, for exmnple, discredits the (altogether unscientific) presumption 
stated in iJ!R 200-2 that even UFOS classified as UNKNOWN after sufficient data 
has been collected, are probably ordinary objects or phenomena. If this were the . 
case, one would expect a smaller percentage of UNKNOWN conc.lusions among well-
qualified observers. en thee contrary, acco!'ding to Special Report 1114, among 
"I:xcellent" observers, the UNKNOWN conclusion is prevalent: 33.3% compared with 

l. 
t, 
, .. 

i 
I 

l 
.[ 

16. 6% for "Poor" observers. 'lhe other categories of conclusions remain about the , 
sa.-ne, by percentages, except for INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION (currently called ttinsuf- "..\ .,' I, 

ficient data0 ) which increases with observer unreliability. cne would expect, · \ 
in other words, that better observers could supply data to determine a conventional , \ 

'\ \ object, if Blue Book's presumption were correct; instead, the better the observer,. h; 
the more difficulty in explaining the observation. 11; ! \ ; 
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1veitzel -- Stanton 6/12/66 page three ,,, 

surely a large proportion of the reports are due to conventional objects 
or r:>hen°"-:i.ena. Currently, the Air Force claims UlUCN0WNS are about 7% of all 
conclusions. 'lhis figure, of . course, is based on reports from a spectrum of 
reliability categories, and one is not reminded that ''Excellent" observers are 
a small proportion of this. So throuini; out the 'illJ<N0WNS with the others is 
tempting. As the summary to Special Report ,,-14 indicates, "Ali more and more 
reports are read, the feeling that "saucers" are real fades, and is replaced 
by a feeling of skepticism regarding their existence." But ~side from the 
Report •s dubious and confusing identification of UNICNO',IN with "interplanetary 
space vehiclett (the raeanit'l{; of "saucer" in the passage quoted), such a ''feeling 
of skepticism" should not blind one to "finding diamonds in a search for coal, 11 

as Dr. J. Allen Hynek put it in his April 5, 1966 testiraony before the House 
Armed Services Committee. It should certainly not blind one frora finding diamonds 
inn u.earch for dia~onds. But Blue Book is not looking for aiamonds, it is 
looking for coal. 

'Ihis is what blinded Hajor QUintanilla from seeing UNI<NOWN when the observers• 
testioony stared him right in the face. He offered an e~"'Planation of a light in 
the sky. It is now carried as an explanation of the April 17 sighting. 1t1.e . 
April l 7 sigh.ting was not just a light in the sky, any more than a mushroom cloud 
is just a cloud. nut since nlue Book prefers their choice of interpretation of 
"sigh.ting", I prefer not to refer to the .i\pril 17 event as (just) a "sighting." 
It was, concretely, and spelled out in such ~etail as to preclude a gratuitous 
interpretation, e~"Plicitly an observation by at least four competent individuals 
of a highly detailed and unconventional event. 

Four weeks ago, I sent Major QUintanilla a letter pointing out that, while 
he had explained a "light in the sky," he had not explained the details of the 
event. I listed twelve points which sti1.} needed explanation. I also (as tact-
fully as I could) asked .hin whether he had disregarded features of testimony that 
conflicted with his e}.7?lan2.tion. 'lhe points I listed, with the exception of 
corroboration from witnesses not present (but whom he later had interviewed), 
were ta..~en. directly, and quoted, from testiclony taped in Hajor QUintanilla's 
presence. 'lhat testimony was the same as originally given me the same day- as 
the sighting. I have received from :Hajor QJ.intanilla only a signed receipt for 
the Certified letter. 

Is :t-ra jor QUintanilla ignori~ it because it (the testimony) was given him 
three weeks after the event? He did state he prefers to get initial impressions. 
Why did he not do this? Because he could not "recreate the scene"? No. Because 
he presumes, as outlined in ,\FR 200-2, that all UFOS are ordinary things seen 
under extraordinary physical -- or psychological -- circumstances. 

nou can this attitude, printed, promoted and practiced by the Air Force, 
do anything but cancel efforts to a'll,,;,o-ment Blue Boo~? 

I have great respect for the Air Force, l·:ir'. Stanton, and none of my remarks 
are based on, or designed to foster, any erosion of that respect, in myself or 
in the public eye. But let me point out that the public's respect is being 
eroded by the stream of hasty and often absurd stateo.e.~ts on UFOS offered by 

• 

Blue Book, as official Air Force opinions. 'lhis is borne out by the fact that 
reluctance to admit the existence of unusual aerial objects is no longer frequentq 
accoopanied by ridicule of other witnesses, but by fear o; ridicule of one's self 
should such an object be seen. 

• I 
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t~itzel -- Stanton 6/12/66 page four 

I have tried so far to lir:ci.t my correspondence to offers of information, 
}:ir. Stanton. I know your busy schedule is full of canpeting problems. But now 
I feel I t;J.Ust ask a small favor of you. So long as Blue Book interprets the 
April 17 event to be just a light in the sky, no accurate conclusion will be 
forthconini. I have enclosed a list of the specific items, copied from my 
unanswered letter to Major Quintanilla, with quotations from the transcript. 
Would yqu be so kind as to forward this list to the Air Force and ask how 
Hajor QUintanilla e::cplains these specific points, and inform me of their answ~r? 

'lhe question, how these points are explained, is legitimate. It demands a 
legitinate answer. ·It is a different question than has been asked so far, in 
precludi~ a gratuitous interpretation of "sighting". ,.\.."ld I am not requesting 
your intervention in my own behalf alone, but chiefly on behalf of ~puties 
Spaur, Neff, Wilson and Sheriff Dustman. 'lhe question, furthermore, has by 
no means disappeared from the minds of those in Portage County. 

Fe1i1aps the Air Force will answer, "'lhey were ex~gerating-," as Hajor 
QUintanilla implied in his recently published statements. He did say he thought 
the April 17 sighting was not a hoa.~. But frankly, if I were Dale Spaur or any 
of the other participants, I would balk at having to choose between being lab~led 
"intelligent hoaxter" or "hysterical stargazer." Neither, of course, is close to 
the truth; but what else can Portage County think of its deputies? 

Enclosure 

Copies to Congressmen Ford 
Fulton · 
HUtchinson • 

Sincerely yours, 

/4/~?7115~~ 
William B. Weitzel, Chairman 
Pittsburgh lIICAP subcommittee 

• 

" 
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List of points not 'cleared up or e::...'"plnined by official conclusion offered by 
}~ajor Hector Quintanilla, Jr., Director of Project Blue Book -- that the sighting 
,vas at first of an .Echo satellite, then Venus. 'Ihis list taken fran an as yet 
(J'Une 12, 1966) unanswered query to Major Quintanilla dated Mey 17, 1966. ~tter 
was sent by Certified Nail; Major Quintanilla signed the receipt. QUotations are 
from transcript made fran. tape recorded in r•:ajor QUintanilla •s presence May 10. 

l. 'Ihe UFO's size: "Fran benn to benn on 224,. 
ranch hone" ''Hell, it was as big as a house:" 

nAs big as a three-bedroom 
(Spaur) 

2. The UFO's brightness: "Like lookini down the middle of hel 1, or sooething, 
for a minute. And it was very bright; it •d make your eyes water." (Spaur) - -
3. The UFO's changE; in brightness with altitude: "It would get brighter when 
it would go·up, and then it would seem like it would lose part of its intenseness, 
of the light, as it would corae back down to us." (Spaur) 

4;. 'Ihe UFO's sound: a hum:r.ling noise that would change pitch, like .. an overloaded 
transformer when it changes .. or like different notes on a "pitchpipe.. (Spaur) 

5. Tiu~ UFO's being seen to the north and south. • l7he.. Spaur and Neff entered the 
224-183 junction near Deerfield, they h::i.d to turn south. 'Ihe object was then 
behind them; when they turned back o;:i to 224, going due east, it then traveled· 
over the road and 'paced' them to the south. Also, goin~ around Canfield: "And 
we turned off to the right. And it was aver to the right of us then, and . that 
throwed it back over to the left hand side of the cruiser. And it seemed like ,, 
it just went off the road and quit; wh.en we ,~as going a little bit south, it 
turned and co..1e right back with us. south.tt (Neff) 'lhis shows that they were 
aware of the distinction between apparant move..'ilent, • due to road direction changes, 
a..-,.d actual movement of the UFO. 

,. 6. 'Ihe ground illuminated by the UFO: "It was no more., after it gained altitude, 
no more than be.tween three and five hundre.d feet, 'cause it was· light on the ground 
underneath of it. It was, the illumination from it, when it crossed that big 
crane, ,~1ere the strip field is and stuff, you could see it just as plain as you 
can see that telephone. And this was before daylight.tt (Spaur) 

7. 'lhe UI!O's raetallic appearance: "But that's the metallic part that you could 
see. You could see it very plain, and it was like an aluminum top that's been 
used for a ,.fu.ile; it was definitely a silver, or light color, but it wasn't like 
chroue; it was silver color but it wasn't polished silver. Smoky silver. Dull 
silver, or whatever you'd call it; it was, I saw it very plainly." (Spaur) 

8. 'lhe UFO's projection: "When it would do this, you could see this one projection 
on the back. Fifteen • or eighteen feet long, it would ~pear to be. 'lhis is 
strictly an estimate." (Spaur) 

9. 'lhe UFO's maneuvering: "'lhis front part would change its angle of trim •••• 
there was this one projection on it that we could see at any time; there were a , \ :-_ 
couple of times it oade the same maneuver we couldn •t see it." (Spaur) . At tl'!,is '. 

, , 

time the object appeared to be about 100 feet ahead. ';.,. 

10. 'lhe UFO's being more visible lvhen the sky became brighter: ttvery clear, thei:e ,-\\ 
was no problem at all, as a matter of fact, the lighter it got, the better we could •. l \ 
see it." A constantly illuminated object would have gone down in relative brightness. \ ' 

. \ 
• I . . . I 
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11. 'rt1.e nature of the UFO's disappearance: "We watched it through an antenna. • 
it went PSSSSHHEW, strair;ht up; and I mean, tmen it went up, friend, it didn't 
play no games; it went straight up. 0 (Spaur) 

12. ']11.c UFO's being seen in addition to Venus, at the. end of the sighting: n'lhere 
was one bri£;ht spot right off the, about where the .nose would have been on the 
(man in the) moon, but the bright spot had been there, I don •t know how long the 
bright spot had been there., it was quite a while. But when we we.re watching, it 
•would have been, at this time -- of course, that spot was awful small, it wasn't 
as big as this, that we were watching." (Spaur) 'Ihe UFO, at this time, was to 
the left of the moon. Venus· was to the right. 

• 

13. 'lhe corroboration offered by other witnesses: "Anyway, this thing passes over 
another police car. He watches it go by, he's spotted it now." Patrolman Wayne 
nuston, East Palestine police, saw the object come from the northwest, go overhead, 

. and toward the southeast. He described a dome-shaped top, and conical brilliant 
bottom (whether the bottom was substantial or not, he couldn •t tell.) 

Because of the following, I also asked Major QUintanilla -- at the May 10 
interview, and in my Hay 17 letter -- about jet plane. involvement: Just after 
two Salem, Ohio police officers, who had left the station to watch for the UFO's 
arr~val. thbro~gh Shalemd(btherhe. was _atrouthe 11 m

1
L:'1p ind~he ~a~od tratfhficf),

1
r
1
e??rted ,, j' 

seei.ng 1.t e1.ng case. y tree.Jes, t e po 1.ce ra 1.0 p1.c~e up e o owing 
transmission: "I'm goin~ in for a closer look ••• I'm right above it ••• It's 
about 45 feet across, and it's trailing something ••• like a ball of fire·." 
'Ihe officers ,-i1.o observed the jets we.re Ray Esterly and Lonny Johnson. Radio 
listeners were Jack cramer, radio operator, ruid Richard Whinnery, police lieutenant. 
All signed statements. The UFO was above where Spaur and Neff were traveling 
(as inferred from radio reports). It was flying level, and appeared to be about 
five times the size of the jet immediately (about one mile) behind it. 'Ihe other 
jets were about 10 miles away, arcing in frcxn another direction. 

William B. ~itzel 
JUne 12, 1966 

I • 
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J. WILLIAM STANTON 
11TH D11m•1CT• OHIO 

1826 l.ONGWORTH BulLDINO 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

f>HoNEt 225-5309 Qeongrcss of tbe Wniteb !e>tates 
~ouse of l\epresentatibe.U 

m!la:~bfngton, Jl.QC. 20515 

COMMITTEE ON 
BANKING AND CURRENCY 

DISTIIICT OF'P'JCE1 

170 NORTM ST. CLAIR STREET 
,PAI-SVILU:, OHIO 
...__, 

June 16, 1966 

Mr. William B. Weitzel, Chairman 
Pittsburgh NICAP Subcommittee 
5709 Woodmont Street 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217 

Dear Mr. Weitzel: 

Thanks very much for your most recent letter 
of June 12. 

After reading your previous correspondence, I -~ 
have taken the liberty of sending them to the Air 
Force. This includes your letter and enclosures of 
May 11 and May 17. I shall do the same with your 
letter of June 12. 

I wish to take this opportunity to express to 
you my personal thanks for your efforts in regard 
to the Portage County UFO sightings. You have truly 
amazed ~e by the fairness and broadness of your own 
personal investigation. I have been completely im-
pressed with your positive approach to the subject. 
It is this type of constructive attitude that ac-
complishes things rather than simply taking a de-
structive position in regard to the Air Force. You 
are certainly to be complimented. 

Sincerely yours, 

0~ William Stanton 

WS:agt 
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OBJECT' DISAPPEARS NEAR 
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{Continued From Pagel J 
that when he first saw· the 

1 brightly lighted . object he 
thought it was a reflection 
from the rising sun off an air-
plane. He came off the hill and 
spotted the object again just 
before the Ohio men arrived. 

He c a 11 e d Rochester radio 
base station to have the Greater 
Pittsburgh Airport contacted, 
and the four men watched for' 
about 20 minutes as' the object 
rose "straight• up" until it.' was 

' barely visible._' _____ _ 

- Spaur and Panz :rn ~Ua both 
said they had he 1 •,l that the 
Air F'orce had sent j,;ts up after 
the object There were reports 
that jet trainers from Youngs-
town • went up but the object, 
traveling about 100 miles p e r 
hour, was moving too slowly for 
them to stay with it. 

A ·Federal Aviation Agency 
o"ffici al at Greater Pittsburgh 
Airport said the object wasn't 
spotted on raaar nor w e re 
there any planes in -the .area 
wh,ere the object was sighted. 
at that time:-
The four men -viewing ·· from 

Conway said a plane that ap• 
parently took off from the ·air-
port passed· right through ·- the 
·area below the ·unidentified ob-

JO Pages ject they were watching, _ . . 
Air Force personnel at the· air· 

port would make n,o statement 
about the sighting otl1er than to 
say ·that officials at Wright Pat• 
terson Air Force Ba·se, Dayton, 
Ohio, had been notified. Official 

UFO Clfrumsed ]lf!lffo CoT!Jlllllffy 
Air • Force • investigations · of 
UFO's are handled from Wright 
Patterson. 

* * 
·sPAUlt, · 35, .• a former A- i".r 

Force gunner;' told . .the TlME;S 
Sunday that he .and Neff were 
checking. an abandon(d cat 
when they spotted a strange 

By T0iU SCHLEY 
TIMES Staff 

An 86-mUe high-speed chase 
after an unidentified flying ob-
ject (UFO) ended in Conway 
Sunday morning nearly an hour 
after it began in Ohio. 

Conway Patrolman Frank 
Panzanella said h~ saw what 
prompted two sheriff's depu- · 
ties and a policeman from 
Ohio to drive at speeds 80 
to 105 miles per hour in pur-• 
suit of the "flying saucer.:• 

The two deputies from Pot .. 
tage County, Ohio, Dale Spaur 
and W. L. Neff, began the chase 
shortly after 5 a.m. on Ohio 
Route 224 near Atwater, south 
of Akron and southeast of Ra-
venna, the Portage County seal. 

At about the same time, Po-
lice Chief Gerald Buchert of 
Mantua, Ohio, snapped .a photo 

•Of the object from some dis-
tance while he and his wife stood 
in their front yard about 10 miles 
north of Ravenna. 

Spaur and Neff, on instruc-
tions, pursued the brightly light-
ed object alone down Ohio RoLtle 
14. They were joined at Ea:;t 
Palestine by Patrolman Wayne 
Huston of that city in another 
police cruiser. 

The two cars sped on into 
Pennsylvania, down Route 51 
lo Rochester and then on Route 
65 to Conway, At Conway they 
spotted Panzanella in his parked 

, cruiser at a service station. 
They stopped there since Spaur 

light through the trees. He said 
the object came over the trees 
along_ the highway and di'. 
,rectly over their patrol O car, 

was running low on gas. He 
also had burned a new set of 
tires bald from the high ,speed 
chase. 

The three Ohio men asked 
P anzanella if he had seen the 
object and he pointed it out 

about 150 feet above them. 

to them. He had seen it a few 
• minutes earlier from the top 
of 11th Street hill but l1adn't 
thougrt much about it at that 
time. .+,. 
Panzane!la told the TIMES J 

( Please Turn tq Page 4, Col . .'l) 

He said the bottom of the ob-
ject was very brightly lighted-
and the light from the bottom 
gave the appearance of a cone 
shape, It lighted up the area 
around the car' like daylight 

• arid they could not look direct-
ly at the bright. white light 

• when it ·was shining on them; • 
he said. 

Spa'llr said the object had no 
apparent effect • on him and 
Neff or on the car. It was about, 
35 feet to 40 feet across and 
about 18 to 24 feet high, he

1 said. , 
Spaur said he became fright-

ened and he and Neff ran for 
the car. He reported the sight-
ing to police headquarters in Ra-
venna and was told to keep the 
object under surveillance as 
long as pbssible. 

,Thus the chase began. 
MEANWIDLE, Chief Buchert 

in Mantua had monitored a 
report to Portage County from 
the Summit County Sher,iff's Of-
fice in. Akron about a strange 
light that had .been spotted. 

Buchert was on Main Street 
in Mantua when he first spotted 
the object_ overhead .. He said it 
looked like two saucers with 
their rims placed together and 
the bottoms., facing .out. . 

He said it was very brilliant 
and a bright white or silver with 
no coloring of any type, He re• 
ported it to the Portage sher-
iffs office and said Spaur re 
ported it shortly after that. 

Buchert went home and awak. 
ened his wife to show her th 
object. It had mo\'ed off to som 
distance- and BuC'hert used a 
inexpensive camera from th 
police car to shoot three pie~ 
tures of -the ,object. He told th 
TIMES that only one of thJ 
three ei.po_sures turned out. 
• • He planned not to release th 
picture .to. anyone until after he 
conferred with government ofW 
cials 
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By CAROL CLAPP which checks UFO reports. 

Terming the Air Force's ex, Urging that such investiga-
planatlon of a UFO seen here . tions be conducted by civilian 
April 17 "incorrect," a NICAP rather than military agencies, 
investigator who has b e e n he said it is "ridiculous" to pre-
checking out the sighting for sume that the significance of 
more than a week today attack- such phenomena is only mill-
ed what he terms insufficient tary and not scientific. • 
investigation of this and other William Weitzel, NICAP in-
UFO sightings by Project Blue vestigator and chairman of that 
Book, the Air Force agency organization's sub-committee in 

'Bluebook'(» 
Won't Visit 
The County . 
if/J'f ft 6 R .-c, 

Air Force "Project Blue-
book" investigators, w h o 
check reports of Unidentified 
Flying Objects throughout 
the United Stales, will not be 
coming to Portage County to 
investigate the sightings by 
.three a r e a police officers 
early Sunday morning. 

Major Hector Quintanella, 
head of "Project Bluebook" 
at Wright - Patterson A i r 
Force Base in Dayton, said 
this morning that "it would 
be impossible to recreate the 
scene." 

The UFO was spotted and 
chased by Deputies D a l e 
Spaur and Barney Neff for 
an 86-mile stretch into Penn-
sylvania early Sunday morn-
ing. 

Maj. Quintanella said Man-
tua Police Chief G e r a I d 
Buchert, who photographed 
the UFO from Mantua while 
it was being chased in Ran-
dolph has sent the film to 
"Project Bluebook" for study. 

Sheriff's deputies chased _ a 
"satellite" for 86 miles ,into 
Pennsylvania Sunday morning, 
"then, when it passed out of 
view, focused their eyes .on 
Venus." 

This is what the Air Force 
said in a statement Friday con-
cerning Sunday morning's sight-
ing of a UFO by Deputies Dale 
Spaur and Barney Neff, . an 
East Palestine partrolman and 
a Conway, Pa. policeman. 

The Air Force added that 
two apparent images on film 
taken by Mantua Police Chief 
Gerald Buchert were "process-
ing defects due to old, foggy 
film, and poor handling." One 
image on the film was Venus, 
the Air Force said. 

The Air Force sent no in-
vestigators to Portage County 
to check on the officer's re-
ports so far as anyone knows. 
Major Hector Quintanalla. head 
of "Project Blue Book," took 
a brief report by telephone ear-
lier this week from Deputy 
Spaur, and asked Buchert to 
mail him the film he shot. 

"We also have reports from 
Chief Buchert and Deputy 
Spaur," the major added. He 
said the report from Spaur 
was taken by telephone and 
Buchert mailed his report of 
the sighting to Dayton. The Air Force report noted 

that "Venus was rising in the 
--)-.:i.· southeast and was ... . brighter 

than any star in the sky." { 
Depuy 
"Project Blue Book," called him 
to tell him of the finding. 

Spaur said, "no one from the 
Air Force talked to me for 
more than three minutes about 
the UFO I saw and chased. But 
they might have means of 
checking I know nothing about. 

"If it's ours, I wish they'd 
tell me," Spaur said. 

Dustman said he believes his 
deputies about the sighting, and 
finds it impossible to accept the 
"satellite - Venus·• chase the-
ory. 

"There were too many peo-
ple involved for this lo have 
been a will-o-the-wisp these 
men were chasing." 

The East Palestine patrol-
man had described the object 
as "more brilliant than the 
sun," and Spaur said that when 
the object was directly over-
head, it was so bright he could 
hardly look at it. 

Spaur also noted that it 
hovered above his cruiser, rose 
and descended, and even wait-
ed for him on two occasions. 

Pittsburgh, said his official 
opinion of the Air Force finding 
is that it is not correct. 

NICAP, (National Investiga-
tions Committee on Aerial Phe-
nomena), ls a non - military, 
non-profit organization which in-
investigates UFO sightings 
throughout the country and af-
ter analysis of all available evi-

"In my own mind I'm abso-
lutely sure it wasn't a satellite 
and it wasn't a star." 

Deputy Dale Spaur, disturbed 
by the Air Force's statement 
that he probably chased a satel-
lite Sunday morning, April 17, 
and then when it disappeared, 
focused his eyes on Venus, 
finds it impossible to believe 
this explanation and considers it 
an "insult to the intelligence of 
the American people." ' 

"I didn't know we made satel-
lites that large or that low to 
the ground, or that they could 
be 111aneuvered," Spaur s a i d, 
recallinq his chase of a bril-
liant object which hovered, 
rose and descended <1nd slipped 
back and forth across the high-
way in front of his car during 
the 86 - mile chase from south-
ern Portage County into Penn-
sylvania. 

"I didn't know satellites trav-
eled over Portage County at 
speeds as slow, at times, as 50 
to 70 miles per hour," Spaur 
added. 

"I wouldn't gamble my own 
life, let alone Barney Neff's if 
I thought what we saw could 
be explained,'' Spaur said. 

"If I chased Venus across two 
states it must be some sort of 
record ." 

Referring to photographs tak-
en by Mantua Police Chief Ger-
ald Buchert of an object Buch-_ 
ert saw to the south at the 
same lime Spaur was chasing 

dence, issues a statement con4 

cerning their possible validity. 
"Many times press releases 

from the Air Force concerning 
UFO sightings indicate that 'nei-
ther their investigators n ·o r 
Project Blue Book take full 
account of available informa-
tion. , 

"This inadequacy, which · we 
have documented in our puqli-
cation, 'The UFO Evidence,' is 
harmful for several reasons,'1 

Weitzel said. , • 
"First, it is highly unscientif-

ic and fails to contribute \o a 
thorough analysis of UFO phe-
nomena. 

"Second, when the Air Force 
publishes UFO information 
which does not represent the to-
tal situation and particular 
cases, the public is misled. 

"Third, ridicule and harass-
ment of witnesses often re-
sults." 

It is unusual, Weitzel said, 
for NICAP to issue an opinion 
this soon after an investigation 
unless there is overwhelming 
evidence. 

"We (NICAP) believe the con-
clusion is inaccurate because 
Deputies Dale Spaur and Barn-
ey Neff chased the object, keep-
ing it in sight; East Palestine 
Pt!. Wayne Houston saw it fly-
ing overhead and saw the Por-
tage County cruiser chasing it, 
and joined in; .md a Conway, 
Pa. policeman, Frank Panzanel-
la, then saw the object. 

"The four police officers than 
watched the object together for 
some 20 minutes. 1 

"We beli,we Project B l u e 
Book (the Air Force's investiga-
tive unit on UFO sightings) did 
not take into a.ccount the cor-
roboration from Houston and 
Panzanella, nor the g r e a t 
length of time that Spaur and 
Neff had the object in view. 

"Spaur's testimony suggests 
that the Project Blue Book in-
vestigator with whom he talked 
on the telephone would have 
been happier if Spaur had seen 
the UFO for only a short length 
of time. 

''When the investigator asked 
Spaur if he had seen the UFO 
for just a few minutes, and 
Spaur emphatically denied this, 
the investigator dropped the 
subject. 

the UFO, Spaur said, "If they "Furthermore, procedure such 
want to explain the photographs as this is not unusual in Proj-
away this way, it's okay. ect Blue Book investigations of 

"But they can't explain away UFO's,'' Weitzel charged. 
what I saw and followed. Weitzel added that, "It might 

"I never believed in , UFO's seem easy to charge that Proj-
before, but I believe it now. I ect Blue Book is not doing its 
never met Wayne Houston, . job. However, the real problem 
(East Palestine patrolman) or is that a full-scale investigation 
Frank Panzanella, (Conway, Pa'. of UFO phenomena should be 
patrolman) before that morning, in the hands of a civilian and 
but they saw it too.·• not a military agency. 

Sheriff Ross Dustman is 100 "As far as the possible mili-
per cent behind Spaur. tary threat from UFO's is con-

Dustman said he "laughed 
right out loud · when Major Hec-
tor Quintanclla of the A i r 
Force's UFO investigation unit 

(Ccntlnued on Page 8) . 

cerned, responsibility for their 
identification naturally belongs 
to the Air Force. But, it is ri-
diculous to presume that the 
significance of such phenomena 
is only military and not scientif-
ic." 
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By CAROL CLAPP 
Pn-.'.esting the Air Force's 

"ridiculous" conclusion and its 
lack of investigation in the April 
17 UFO sighting in Portage 
County, Common Pleas Court 
Judge Robert E . Cook has writ-
ten to Cong. William Stanton 
urging him to insi,.'. on a full 
Air Force investigation and re-
evaluation of the fir.dings. 

Judge Cook, who served two 
terms as 11th District Congress-
man himself before he was ap-
pointed judge, says he can now 
better understand why citizens 
"wr'.'e their cor.gressman" when 

J 
they have a complaint. other police officers, ar.d photo-

And Judge Cook has a , com- graphs were taken by Mantua 
plaint. Police Chief Gerald Buchert of 

"I am writing to complain an object he saw. 
about the attitude and actions of "It is my understanding .'.hat 
representatives of the United units of the United States Air 
~-'.ates Air Force at Wright-Pat- Force at Wright-Patterson Field 
terson Field in reference to re- are charged by the United 
ports of UFO sightings in · Por- States Air Force wi.'.h the re-
tage County," Cook says in his sponsibility to investigate re-
letter to Stanton. ports of Unidentified Flying Ob-

He reiterates the events of . jects in this area. 
. April 17,. when Depi:.'.ies Dale "It is my further understand-

Spaur and Barr.ey Ne:f chased ing that ,'.heir investigation of 
the object from southern Por- these sightings has merely con-
tage County 86 miles into Penn- sisted of telephone conversations 
sylvania and were joined by two with several of the eye wit-

nesses and an examination of 
the photographs taken by Chief 
Buchert. 

"Their conclusion .~hat the ob-
ject sighted was the planet Ven-
us is so ridiculous that the Unit-

. ed States Air Force has suffer-
ed a great loss of prestige in 
this community ," Judge Cook 
charges in his let.ter. 

(Judge Cook admits he feels 
strongly on this point - he 
served in the Air Force as war-
rant officer, junior grade, from 
1942 to 1946. In fact, he enlisted 
in the Air Force at Wright-Pat-
terson Field.) 

"However, wh2.t bothers me 
most, as a private citizen and 
former u_ S. Congressman, is 
that representatives of t h e 
United States Air Force, charg-
ed with the responsibility of in-
vestig2.~ing UFO reports, have 
never personally come to this 
county to interview the three 
eye witnesses to this happening. 

"Wright - Patterson is not far 
way and I am sure ,!here are 
personnel available to conduct 
a thorough investigation. 

"I personally know the three 
officers involved. They are men 
of integrity and I feel it is 

Stanton ]oins in Pu§ JF01~ -j 
. ~a.,O A.l.o- ~-~/L J/-/Z1?/66 

Checking 'Saucer' Checker§ 
Eleventh District Congress-

man William I Stanton said to-
day he is encouraging House 
.Minority Leader Gerald Ford 
and Ohio 14th District Congress-
man William Ayres in their re-
quest for an investigation of 
Project Blue Book. 

Project Blue Book is the Air 
Force's investigative unit on 
Unidentified Flying Objects. 

Stanton said in Washington 
this morning that he plans to 
forward a ,lengthy report from 
William Weitzel, National Inves-
tigations Committee on Aerial 
Phenomenon (NICAP) investi-
gator, to the Air Force Com-
mand in Washington. The re-
port deals with a more than 
week - long investigation by 
NICAP of the UFO sighting 
which began in Portage Coun-
ty and continued into Pennsyl-
vania April 17. 

The report is a "factual as-
similation of materials receiv-
ed from the witnesses to the 
sighting," Stanton said. He add-
ed that "the report . is objec-
tive." 

"Personally, I have never 
heard of NICAP before in my 
life but this does not mean 
that they are not a creditable 
organization. 

"I have no reason to doubt 
their integrity," he added. 

Neither, Stanton said, does he 
have any reason to doubt the 
integrity of the sheriff's depu-
tl·es 1·nvolved or the Mantua Po- '8 :l S:· g :l g l)Q ii, 5· 5· o' o:J C: "' a -<''2. 2'. c: I :::: "' 5 : ll> ::i 5,l)Q <-< < ...., i= :::,- >--3 2. S; - ii, cn t:, lice chief when they said they ,-, ;:;. - • ::, :;:; cn c: "' "' "' :::,- o. ,., "'Cl "'Cl ,., ::, ,., c: 

th. (t) en cu ...... ::s 3 .o ;. cu ...,... ::s ro (D ('t)_ d d o [ g, (t) g- tn 
saw some mg. a :l ____ s g-

0 
i,, §. "' ::, ~,., g._ cn ~ - ~- g. o. z :::: 5-_ ~0 n 

The Air Force released state- ::, , - i,, - o ,. ,-, - '" o cu en ' :, 0 :.,:;' -0 (") :=. s-· ;,;- - g 5· :=' -- 0 (D -- z ments Friday that said deputies "' < E; ,,, ii, ...., -o o g ii, l)Q o. < ti:l 1 > cn :,,;- :::,- 1 

Probably followed a satellite ...., 5·"' -o g- o' 5."' 0 • 3 a Ss' "' -· -o -- -·:::: "' P • ~i::ro..cng_ - ~n:.,:;- <D:::?tncn~~c:::~c::-.3c.n":1a~o--oo : 
andthenlaterfocusedthel·r ~'<:::·- ... o ...... o-· e:,., rn.-:=;-,:;;·n,p.C1>:::-,a- ..... --~...., l ,..,, 

I 
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Weitzel said detailed reports i;; .... § ~-o o Er.... :::,- .... o "' :,,;- t;:, :,,;- ::, "' § g- ;:i 0>--3 r 
are routinely sent by NICAP to 0q :::,- -· oi:i' ;:l O .., - "' :::,- g "' g- "' O' c: .... ii, i,, 5· en o o. '"' c: 
Congressmen representing t h e "' "' "' ::, "' 5' co iii' .!.- ~- co' 2 "' .... '< e: . .., ..... g 3 

n "'~-:::,-:::,-n, .... :::,-_-c,~~~Er§~no.~"':::,-aq~ 
district in which a UFO is sight- 0 "' "' ::1 ° ;;;· "' :::: 3 "' :::: ...., "' "' • • ...., :::,- -· -o "' ::r i,, § g- . 0. C t EU ~ - s- -:- > (1Q" e; ;- > ;; 
ed. 1 rp a~ g- =? 2. !.l g ::;· g' o? =r 
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grossly unfair to them for the 
Air Force to reach any conclu-
sion in this m2.~ter 1until it has himseir, tells Stanto'itm the let-
conducted a real and complete ter "When I recently served in 
investigation. Washington as the Congressman , 

"As the congressman from I from the 11th Distrjct, I was .of. 
this District, I sincerely urge ten amazed r.t the number and 
you to insist that .the Air Force variety of letters I' ·would re-
immediately send inveoiigators ceive from certain . of my con-
to Portage County to make such stituents complainirig about the 
an on-the-spot investigation and action or inaction of various fed-
re-evaluate its findings after era! officials or employes. 
such a visit." "However, as a ' result of re-

Judge Cook, who has no! felt cent events here •. in Por.tage 
compelk:d .~o write his congress- ' County, I believe I .now better 
man" since ceasing to be one ur:derstand whv· citivms write 

their congressma·n ,vhen upset 
(Contim1ed on Page 6) .,, : with certain fede~atpersonnel. " 

\}' 
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Admitting it made an "error" 
in not investigating the • April 
17 UFO sighting in Portage 
County, the Air Force blamed 
a lack of manpower in Project 
Blue Book and promised it will 
send investigators here, prob-
ably next week. 

This is what Cong. William 
Stanton learned Thursday when 
·he went to the Pentagon a n d 
conferred with Lt. Col. John 
Spaulding, director of the com-
munity relations division of the 
Air Force. 

an error. 
The congressman added that 

Spaulding said the primary rea-
son that the UFO sighting here 
was not investigated by the Air 
Force at the time was a lack 

felt they eventually have iden-
tified all but 16. Since 1947, 
there have been more than 10,-
000 reported sightings," Stanton 
said. 

of manpower in Project Blue Stanton said Lt. Col. Spauld-
Book, the Air Force's investiga- ing will contact Wright - Pat-
tive unit · on Unidentified Flying terson Project Blue Book offi-
Objects. Project Blue Book is cials as soon as possible and 
headquartered at Wright-Patter- that investigators will be sent to 
son Field in Dayton. Portage County, probably next 

"I was amazed to find they week. • 
only have four men assigned to . The congressman Thursday 
Project Blue Book," Stanton demanded action by the Air 
said. • Force in the UFO incident here 

Stanton said Spaulding "ex- "By their I the Air Force's) after receiving a letter from 
, pressed deep regret that the own admission, a total of 886 Probate Court Judge Robert E. 

Air Force did not do more at UFO sightings were reported Cook urging an immediate ir;i-
\ J~.,tin:ie," and admi~~ _!! _w_~-~- ~o the,m in 1965. Of these, t~~y __ vestiga..!_i_on by the Air ~ore~•-~ 

By CAROL CLAPP 

H's still a satellite and 
Venus .... 

The head of Project Blue 
Book stuck by the Air Force's 
original conclusion in regard to 
the April i7 UFO sighting in 
Portage County after talking 
with three sheriff's deputies' 
for nearly two hours Tuesday. 

But although Major Hector 
Quintanilla may be thoroughly 
convinced Deputies Dale Spaur 
and Wilbur Neff chased a 
satellite and then Venus for 
more than an hour and a half 
early that Sunday morning, he 
failed to convince the officers 
themselves, Sheriff Ross Dust-
rnau or a NICAP investigator 
who sat in on the interviews. 

''It's too bad when these 
'things' are running around 
through our skies and the Air 
Force doesn't know what they 
arc," Sheriff Dustman said. 

"I know I wasn't chasing a 
satellite ... .I don't think some-
one can follow something like a 
satEllite or Venus for that long 
and that far," Deputy Spaur 
said, adamantly refusing to ac-
cept Quintanilla 's • conclusion. 

Neither did Deputy Neff nor 
radio operator Robert Wilson 
agree with the major's con-
clusion. 

Maj . Quintanilla, who came 
here to conduct a thorough, on-
thc.-spot investigation after a 
demand for such action was 
made by Congressman William 
Stanton, announced immediately 
after the interview that there 
was no evidence present Tues-
day which would change the 
original Air Force conclusion. 

He said there are some 30 
s0Lellites in · orbit and that he 
had narrowed the field doy;n to 
apr.ut five, any one of which the 
deputies, al9ng with an E a s t 

Palestine policeman and a 
Conway, Pa. patrolman, could 
have seen. 

Acknowledging that had it 
been a satellite the officers 
started chasing, it would only 
have been · visible about 10 
minutes. the major said that 
after that period of time they 
probably "chased Venus." • 

The interview began shortly 
after 2:30 p.m·. At the request 
of Deputy Spaur, a tape record-
ins was made of the entire in-
terview. Spaur also requested 
that Sheriff Dustman and 
NICAP Investigators William 
Weitzel and David Webb sit in 
on the interview. 

The NICAP investigators were 
asked to leave during the lat-
ter half of the interview, how-
ever. 

Also on hand for I a portion of 
the interview were Record-
Courier and Beaver County, Pa. 
reporters. 

Maj. Quintanilla asked Spaur 
and Neff to fill out eight - page 
sighting reports, then questioned 
them about what they saw. 

Quintanilla commented that 
Sunday he was surprised to 
learn there is a "96 percentage 

(Continued on Page 3) 

of UFO awareness" among - the· 
American people, which, ._ he 
saici, is greater than that on the 
Viet Nam war. •. 

He also said "I never doubt 
an observer's word" and ex-
plained that his job is collect 
data on UFO sightings and at-
tempt to explain t~em . .. 
, Those involved in the sight-
ing, as well as Dustman and 
Wilson, refuse to accept th e 
"satellite - Venus" explanation. 

After talking with officers in 
Rc:\·enna, Quitanilla checked 
wHh Mantua Police Chief Gerald 
Buchert who photographed an 
obJect to the southwest in ' the 
direction in which the object 
wa~. being pursued by Spaut 
ar.d Neff. ' 

Ruchert refused today to corns 
ment on his talk with the ma-
jor. 

Quintanilla had said earlier 
that there was "nothing on the 
film" Buchert took.' 
. The major also said he had 
checked balloon activity in the. 
area the morning of April 17 
and "there was none," and that 
reports that fighters were 
scrarnb!ed in the Pittsburgh 
area and had the object in 
sight were unfounded. . 
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Charging that the head of 
Project Blue Book refused to 
consider certain facts of t h e 
April 17 UFO sighting told to 
him Tuesday by two of the dep-
uties involved , a NICAP investi-
gator contends Major Hector 
Quintanilla 's "implicit attitude 
is obviously that, despite a n y 
facts UFO's cannot be uncon-
venli ~nal." 

William Weitzel of Pittsburgh, 
a special investigator for t h e 
National Investigations Commit-
tee on Aerial Phenomena 
(NICAP), along with another 
NICAP investigator, David 
Webb of Alliance, sat in on part 
of the Major's interview w i t h 
the deputies at the request of 
Deputy Dale Spaur. The t w o 
NICAP investigators were ask-
ed to leave during the verbal 

·half of the interview, however. 

"The major's stated attitude," 
Weitzel said, "was that since 
the only conventional item that 
matched the sighting at all was 
the satellite - Venus statement, 
this must be the explanation.•· 

"Three weeks ago, Maj. Quin- , 
tanilla refused to send anyone 
here because, he said, 'it would 
be difficult to recreate t h e 
scene.'" 

(After demands for such an 
investigation were made ~y 
Cong. William Stanton, the Air 
Force admitted it had made a 
mistake in not investigating the 
sighting thoroughly and _on-the-
spot immediately after 1t hap-
pened). 

"It is incredible to me that 
anyone familiar with the de!ails 
of the sighting could beheve 
Major Quintanilla's explana-
tion," Weitzel said. 

"I can only speculate about 
why he seems to. 
' "He either rejected or ignored ' 
portions of the testimony which 
make a satellite - Venus ex- , 
planation ridiculous. 

I 
"His reasoning seemed to be 

that because no UFO was report-

that the apparent changes in . "He left the impression that 
location, motion and brightness he had come prepared, not to 
of the object during the chase evaluate testimony but to con-
were due to atmospheric ir- vince those present of his for-
regularities • and eyeball move- mer conclusion," W e i t z e ' l 
ments is inconsistent with the charged. 
testimony. The NICAP investigator com-

"He ignored the tremendous pares Maj. Quintanilla's investi-
size, brightness and illumina- gation in Portage County with 
tion of ground objects. For ex-' the CBS Special, "UFO's: 
ample, the deputies saw the ob- Friend, Foe or Fantasy," which 
ject filling up one-sixth of ap~eared Tuesday night on tele-
their windshield view area. vision. 

r 
f 

L 
MAJOR Hector Quintanilla, 
seated left, looks over reports 
filled out by Deputies D a I e 
Spaur and Wilbur Neff during 
an interview here Tuesday 

! 
f 

'<, \ I I 

.................... 1.....; 

concerning the April 17 UFO 
sighting. Seated next to Maj. 
Quintanilla is Deputy Robert 
Wilson, radio operator t h e 

. ed picked up on radar n e a r 
Pittsburgh, therefore n?ne v.:as J 
present at any time. His claim 

"Despite Walter Cronkite's 
summary, encouraging us to ex-
amine facts and not depend on 
generalities and assumptions; 
the program examined almost 
no facts supporting UFO reality 
and concentrated on generalities 
and presumptions, many of 
which were stretched· and un-
founded," Weitzel contends. 

"There is, indeed, a multitude 
of facts implying an unconven-
tional explanation for m a n y 

morning of the sighting a n d 
chase. ,Standing are Sheriff 
Ross Dustman, left, Deputies 
Spaur and Neff. ' 
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In fac t, Cook sees no reason 
why the Air Force should feel, 
if it does, that it must offer a 
conventional explanation for 
every UFO sighting. 

er saw. There's no need to 
come up with an explanation 
just to have an explanation, ri-
diculous though it may . be." 

"This is doubting the word of, 'itart out an investigation by 
four police officers who are immediately doubting the word 
trained observers." Cook said . of police officers or any othe11 

"There is no reason why, if 
the object cannot actually be 
identified, the Air Force should 
try and explain away each sight-
ing other than to say it just 
doesn't know what the observ-

Referring to the Portage Coun-
ty sighting and the Air Force's 
conclusion that it was a "satel-
lite • Venus," Judge Cook said 
the Air Force has "as much as 
said the deputies were incor-
rect." 

"Instead of appearing to doubt reputable observers," the judge 
the word of four reputable po- contends. :i 

lice officers at face value, all ' In his letter to Stanton he 
physic-al evidence such as bal- -urges a thorough look at t h e 
loons, conventional aircraft and Air FQrce's investigative pr(}l 
satellites should be checked out. cedures in regard to UFO sight• 

ings and their policies in issu• 
"But the Air Force ~hould not ing explanations. ij 
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By CAROL CLAPP 
All UFO sightings for the 

past 19 years - including the 
April 17 one in Portage County 
- are explainable as "misinter-
pretations of known natural or 
conventional objects." 

This is what the Department 
of the Air Force has told 11th 
District Cong. William Stanton 
in response to his interest in the 
UFO sighting here and the 
subsequent Air Force investiga-
tion. 

"As a result of 19 years of 
investigation, the Air Force has 
concluded that UFO's exist 

. only as a misinterpretation of 
known natural or conventional 
objects,", Col. Billie W. Powell 
of the Congressional Inquiry Di• 

vision, Office of Legislative Lia-
ison. Department of the A i r 
Force, said. 

"It has been proved almost 
conclusively that reported aerial 
phenomena have been objects 
either created and sent aloft by 
man, generated by atmospheric 
conditions. or caused by celestial 
bodies or the residue of meteor-
ic activity." 

The letter was sent to Cong. 
Stanton because of his "person-
al expression of interest in be-
half of the Honorable Robert E. 
Cook, Judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas, Portage Coun-
ty, and Mr. William Weitzel, 
special investigator for t h e 
National Investigations Commit~ 
tee on Aerial Phenomena, re-

·:A·1r· 'f rce T . Mantua Police Chief Ge1·ald · S Buchert, meanwhile, had .at-
• tempted to photograph the o))-

• • jeet he !HIW to the !lOUlheMl, 

C• s toward Atwater. . :o g. a The Air Force release makes 

U 110 mention of the other three 
tQs I f officers, only Deputy Spaur. 

O") J "Police Chief Gerald Buchert 
.-. of 

0

Mantua, 0., and Deputy Dale 
u-:, · r.~•~---~·-·•~•=•=•~0 .. =•~·7 Spaur of Ravenna, 0., reported 

: (i 0 1 • ,, ,, ~,,,., ! to the Air Force that they had 
¢'-l' · .,,,...-,..,.~,,-,,.,,,~,...,,,,, ... , .... ,,.,,,,,,i, pbserved an unidentified flying 
>-:UFO phenomena pose no threat object ~t approximately 5 a.m. 
c::::Cto '. the security of the United ~n , ~pnl 17 • . 
~tales and that the present Air Cmcf Bu_chert took a picture 

Force program dealing w i t h of th~ obJect he ob~erved. He 
. UFO sightings has been w e 1 I submitted the nega_live of the 
.organized. . photog~aph to the Air -~orce for 

garding the recent report of an 
unidentified flying object in 
your district." 

Col. Powell indicates in t h e 
letter, however, that in spite of 
its conclusions that all UFO 
sightings are "misinterpreta-
tions" by the observers, it is 
still interested in the UFO situa-
tion. 

"To evaluate this subject as 
thoroughly as possible, t he 
capabilities of the Air Force 
Scientific Advisory Board have 
recently been focused u p o n 
UFO's," Col. Powell writes. 

"This board has just • com-
pleted a detailed review of this 
subject and concluded that the 

(Continued on Page 10) 

•. {During an Air Fc:-ce inter-
,view in Portage County, h o w-
,ever, Deputy Spaur ctescribed 
,the object he and Deputy Neft 
_ob~erved as .being ''as big as a 
house" and hovering several 
hundred feet above the cruiser 
on: . Rt. 224, shortly after it 
_ar_~se from over tree tops). 

The two officers also said the 
obJect they "chased" stopped, 
appeared to wait for them on 
two occasions, rose, descended, 
and maneuvered beautifully"). 

judge Cook urged Cong. 

"Recommendations by the analy~1s. _Ph_otoanalys1s of the 
.board arc currently under study ~egat1ve_ indicates_ that the ob• 
and are expected . to lead to ~ect which he tried to photo-
.even stronger emphasis on the ~raph does not appear as an 
scientific aspect of investigating image. . . 

Stanton to call for a · m o r e 
thorough investigation of the 
UfO sighting here after the Air 
Force announced its conclusion 
sh_ortly after the sighting April 
17, 

Cook later said he found it 
difficult to accept the conclu-
sion reiterated by Maj. Hector 
Quintanilla of Project B I u e 
Book after he interviewed 
deputies here at the urging of 
C9ngressman Stanton, and 
urg~d the Air Force to "tell the 
American people the truth 
about UFO's." 

.the sightings that warrant ex- '. "The two ' unag~s which ap-
tensive analysis," Powell said. pear on the negative ar~ prob• 

the Air Force also forward- ably the result of processmg de-
'ed to Cong. Stanton a copy of fects due to_ old fogged film and 
jts: -conclusion on the sighting 'Jl<>9r handlmg. 

. April 17 which led Deputies 
Dale Spaur and ,Wilbur Neff on 
an 86-mile chase from Portage 
:Co11nty into Pennsylvania. They 
were joined on the way by East 
Palestine Pt!. Wayne Houston, 
who also reported seeing the ob-
ject and joining in the chase-. 

, , • !?ti. Frank Panzanella of Con-
way, Pa., also reported watch-

''ing the object from a service 
/ station where the Portag,e Coun-

1y :cruiser and the East Pales-
~. tine patrolman stopped when the 

Portage deputies ran short of 
{uel. The four policemen then 
·reported watching the obje-ct to• 
-gether until jt finally disap_pear-
• ed: \ . 

• "Sheriff (sic) Spaur report-
ed . that he chased the object 
fol.' some distance. Since there 
were no aircraft or balloons in 
the area, and since no uniden-
.tified objects were tracked on 
ra4ar, the most probable cause 
of the sighting was the passage 
of .. a satellite over northeastern 
Oh.iti and the planet Venus. 
, :As the satellite approached 
-the . southeast portion of the 
,sky, it disappeared, and Sher-
iff (sic) Spaur focused his eyes 
,on: the planet V ~nus. Venus was 
rising in the southeast and was 
.at: a magnitude of -3.9, which 
would be brighter than any star 
jn ;the sky." 

Weitzel, special investigator 
for: NICAP, sent Cong. Stanton 
a ~complete report on his inves-
tig~ tion of the sighting. 
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Cong. William Stanton of the 
11th District is writing to Sec-
retary of Defense Robert Mc-
Namara urging that "serious 
consideration" be given to the 
Air Force Scientific Advisory 
Board's recommendations to ex-
pand UFO investigative efforts. 

The congressman said this will 
be his primary effort in urging 
thorough investigation of re-
ports of unidentified flying ob-
jects, such as the Portage Coun-
ty sighting April 17. 

"I hope that what happened 
in Ravenna will show the need 

. for expansion of Project Blue 
Boo"," Stanton said today. "If 
we can accomplish this, I 
think that we will have done a 
great service to the country." 

The special report of the Air 
Force Scientific Advisory Board 
Ad Hoc Committee to· review 
Project Blue Book recommends 
the employment of scientific 

• teams on a contractual basis to 
promptly investigate and evalu-
ate certain sightings; to desig-
nate a skilled Air Force in-
vestigator at each Air Force 

• Systems Command base to work 
with the team; and to select a 
non-profit organization to co-
ordinate the work of these 
teams. 

"It ist he opinion of the com-
mittee that the present , A i r 
Force program dealing with 
UFO sightings has been well 
organized, although the re- · 
sources assigned to it ( only one 
officer, a sergeant and a secre-
tary) have been quite limit-
ed," the report of March, 
1966 states. 

"In 19 years and more than 
10,000 sightings recorded and 
classified, there appears to be 
no verified and fully satisfac-
tory evidence -of any case that 
is clearly outside the frame-
work of presently known 
science and technology. 

"Nevertheless, there is al-

ways the possibility that analy-
sis of new sightings may pro-
vide some additions to scientific 
knowledge of value to the Air 
Force. Moreover, some of the 
case records (into) which the 
committee looked that were list-
ed as "identified" were sight-
ings where the evidence collect-
ed was too meager or too indef-
inite to permit positive listing 
in the identified category. 

"Because of this the Commit-
tee recommends that the pres-
ent program be strengthened to 
provide opportunity for scientif-
ic investigation of selected sight-
ings in more detail and depth 
than has been possible to date." 

The committee recommended 
that: 

-Contracts be negotiated 
with a few selected universi-
ties to provide scientific teams 
to investigate promptly and in 
depth certain selected UFO 

sightings. The team should in-
clude a clinical psychologist and 
a physical scientist. 

-At each Air Force Systems 
Command base a skilled Air 
Force investigator should be 
designated to work with the uni-
versity team for that area. 

-One university or non-profit 
organization should be selected 
to coordinate the work of the 
first two groups above, and to 
maintain close communication . 
with Project Blue Book. 

-About 100 sightings a year 
should be subjected to close : 
study. 

-Reports should be printed 
in full and be available on re-
quest. Suitable abstracts or 
condensed versions should be 
made available. • 
, -Project Blue Book reports 

should be widely distributed. 
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,,,·Terins 'Conclllsion • :~ 
, Of Portage_ Probe 
, As )'Ridiculous' 

By CAROL CLAPP people want the truth," urges 
the Air Frrce. 

"Certainly the need for im- , Cook believes that Blue Book 
proving Project Blue Book's in- investigative techniques should 
vestigative techniques of UFO be improved for each and every . 
sightings has been made evi- claimed sighting. l 
dent here in Portage County," "Explain those which can be 
Commtm Pleas Court Judge explained. But if there are . 
Robert E. Cook said today, re- those which can't be explained 
iterating his belief that the Air -such as the one in Portage, ! 
Force conclusion of the sight- County - say so;" Cook urges. • 
ing Is "still ridiculous." . • "Investigate promptly; check ] 

Cook said Cong. William out the information; use every • 
Stanton "is on the right track" known scientific technique to 
In writing to Secretary of De- screen the evidence," Cook 
frnse Robert McNamara urging recommends. l 
the adoption of the Air Force "If the Air Force still comes 
Scientific Advisory Boards' rec- up against a blank wall, it •• 
ommendations for expansion should then say that after check- , 
arid improvement of Project ing all the evidence it cannol l 
Blue Book's UFO investigative determine what It , was the oJ>- • 
procedures. server saw. -., -~ 

"The Air Force has done a It is less embarrassing, he f; 
Ivery poor job of Investigating pointed out, than to first an• ~• 
, this sighting," Cook charged. nounce a conclusion and then '.\ 

"This is still a ridiculous con- retract it , saying the sighting 
clusion - Blue Book should be ' does fall in the "unidentified" l 
modified to not go to this de- category, Cook said, referring 1 

gree in attempting to explain a to the Exeter, N. H. sightings; , 
sighting," Cook added. "The Air Force should not be 

"They shouldn't let their caught in the embarrassing po- •· 
imaginations run away with • sition of having to back down," , 
them and feel a "duty" to come Cook said, adding that in the 
up with some explanation. Ra- Portage County incident, "peo-
ther than come up with an an- pie are reading between , t h e 
swer just to have a perfect bat- lines." 
ting score, in cases such as the Cook said that while aircraft, : 
one in Portage County (April weather balloons and natural • 
17) they should say there is no phenomena no doubt account : 
known explanation for what the for many of the sightings, those , 
observers saw." such as Portage County's can- l 

"The people would appreciate not be termed "satellite-Venus" 
it if the Air Force would just be simply because it was not an 
honest," Cook believes. He cites aircraft, not a weather balloon 
the fact that after he stated and not tracked on radar. 1 
publicly several weeks ago that "Of course . we couldn't 're-
the Air Force should teU the · create the scene' and bring the_' 

, people the truth when they don't object back for an lnvestiga-
really know what It was an o~ '. tion," Cook _said, referring to. 
server saw, numerous persons Blue . Book's original statement 
told him they agreed completely: as to why it would not send ·W 
• , "Be , honest about • It - t he vestigators here. . • ' 

·• I l. • •• ~.,,• ~-• • ..j_ • • , i- \ 

\ 
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By CAROL CLAPP 
( First of a Series) 

shaped "airship" was reported 
flying against the wind. 

Relegated to what one might 
be tempted to call a "cubby-
hole" in the Foreign Technology 
Division building at Wright-
Patterson Air Force base In 
Dayton are a major, a lieuten-
ant, a sergeant, a secretary and 
10,200 files of reported "UFO" 
.sightings. 

Force's UFO investigative unit 
which, for the past 19 years, 
has attempted to identify what-
ever it is all those people have 
been seeing in the sky. 

'People, of course, have report-
ed "seeing something" up there 
they couldn't identify for much 
longer than that. . . . 

Major Hector Quintanilla, 
head of Project Blue Book, 
points out that the first "UFO 
report" was undoubtedly that 
filed by Ezekiel in 593 B.C., 
when he reported with some 
awe a "wheel in the middle or 

(This UFO report, of course, 
the Air Force has not attempted 
to identify). 

Neither has it had a chance to 
investigate sightings such as 
those reported in the Norfolk, 
Va. area Aug. 6, 1860, when two 
objects, one red and one green, 
flew together overhead with an 
undulating motion; or that one 
July 3, 1884 in the Norwood, 
N. Y. area, when a Satum-
shaped· UFO (a globe with a 
central ring) flew slowly over-
head; or those in 1896 and 1897 
from all across the United 
States when a mysterious cigar-

But the Air Force can be 
forgiven for not investigating 
these sightings - after all, there 
were no propelled aircraft at 
that time, so of course there 
was no Air Force, and con-
sequently, no Project Blue Book 
to identify the objects. 

This is no longer a problem. • This Is Project Blue Book. 
• And this is the staff which 
handles one of the nation's most 
publicized and puzzling "prob-
lems" -'flying saucers. 

Project Blue Book is the Air a wheel" in the air. ' 
.I' 

came Project Grudge and final-
ly, Project Blue Book) the Air 
Force has managed to get its 
teeth into the sticky problem 
and explain away reported 
sightings with the statement 
that: 

"UFO's exist only as mis-
interpretations of conventional 
objects or natural phenomena." 

Each air base commander is • 
charged with appointing a "UFO 
investigator." Major Quintanilla 
said such investigators should 
have "at least an academic • 
ibackground in the physical sci-
ences," but admitted that . 
"sometimes we can't get such 
quali~icalions." 

Reports from these investiga-
tors are sent• into Project Blue 
Book headquarters, a small, 
windowless office in the Foreign 
Technology Division building at 
Wright-Patterson. 

Visiting Project Blue Book is 
impressive. Arrangements have 
to be made through the Penta-

Of cource, 646 out of 10,197 
sightings are officially termed 
as "unidentified" and haven't 
been explained (and to hundreds 
of obsrrvers who were later told 
by the Air Force they s a w 
"swamp gas," "satellites," 
"Venus," etc., there are a lot 
more "unexplained.") ' gon and then Major Quintanilla. 

In the Air Force statistics, 
however, there is another a n d 
much larger category termed 
"insufficient data." This group 
of sightings remains, for practi-
cal purposes, not identified be-
cause in the Air Force's opin-
ion there was not sufficient in-
formation provided by the ob-
server as to exactly what he 
saw, where, when, why or how 
he saw it. 

Last year ( 1965) the A i r 
Force investigated 886 sight-
ings. Sixteen remain "unidenti-
fied ." Seventeen are "pending." 
Another 85 were placed in the 
"insufficient data" category. 
Practically speaking, then, 17 
per cent are not identified be-
cause no explanation could be , 
found, or in the Air Force's 
opinion not enough information 
was provided to give an answer. 

The four members of the Proj-
ect Blue Book staff do not per-
sonally investigate all sightings. 
Major Quintanille, a physicist 
with a working knowledge of 
meteorolo~y and astronomy, who . 
formerly worked on computer 
research and development, is a 
seven-year veteran of intelli-
gence work and a former radar 
operator; LL William Hanley, 
a metallureist who has been on 
the staff for a month; Sgt. ' 
Harold T. Jones, who handles · 
administraiive duties; and Mrs. 
Marilyn Stancombe, secretary; I 
correlate the information pro-
vided, usually, by investigagors 
at air bases throughout the 
country. 

Checking into the reception cen-
ter at _the air base's main gate, 
I filled out a personal pass and 
a car pass, signing a statement 
that I had no radioactive ma-
terials with me and that I would · 
consent to being searched and 
having my car searched if re-
quested. (I wasn't). 

The major was called to con-
firm the appointment, the time 
noted on the pass, and I w a s 
given directions to the building. 
Arriving there, I showed the 
pass, the time was again noted 
and the major notified. He led 
me to the second floor office of 
Blue Book, behind a plain steel 
door. 

Inside were the four desks of 
the staff members, with a single 
"visitor's chair" in front of the 
major 's desk. At the other end 
of the room was a rotating tray-
type file flanked by a drafts-
man ·s desk. Maps and charts 
covered the walls. 

This is a secured area and no 
Cameras are permitted. At the 
conclusion of the more than 
four-hour interview with Major 
Quintanilla, he again led me 
downstairs, signed the time on 
my pass and commented he 
had allowed me 10 minutes to 
reach the main gate. 

On Jan. 22, 1948, Project Sign, 
the forerunner of Project ,Blue 
Book, was created. Through 
Project Sign (which l~r be- , 

(Continued on Page Zl) 

, During the interview Major 
Quintanilla explained that sight-
ings are filed only by month, 
day and year. There is no cross-
indexing of files to group, f o r 
comparison, such things as .the 
locations of the various sight-
ings, descriptions of the UFO's, 
behavior of the objects, qualifi-

' cations of the observers, or any 
auxiliary phenomena such as • 
radioactivity or electromagnetic 
effects. 

(Conclusions are apparently 
noted at least in statistical form, 
however, because they are 
compiled for Project Blue Book 
reports). 

Files date back to June 24, 
1947, when a sighting by 
Kenneth Arnold, a private pilot 
flying near Mt. Ranier, Wash. 
was reported to the press, 
hearalding the first major wave 
of UFO sightings in the United 
States. 

It was his description of the 
nine flat, shiny objects which 
fluttered and skipped among the 
mountains as flying "like a 
saucer skipped across the wa-
ter" wh,ich resulted in the coin-
ing of the phrase, "flying 1 
saucers," by newsmen. 

A rash of more than 100 "fly. 
in5 saucer" reports poured in • 
durin~ the next few months. Air 
Technical Intelligence Center 
was investigating - Project 
Si5n hc:d not yet been set up. 

One Sept. 23, 1947, an ATIC 
letter reportedly was sent to 
the commanding general of the 
Air Force stating that UFO's 
"are real." 

Numerous sources have re- • 
ported the existence of t h i s ; 
letter, plus a report of August, 
1948, termed the ATIC's "Top 
Secret Estimate of the Situa-
tion," concluding that UFO's 
were interplanetary space ships, " 
which \vas sent to the A i r 
Force Chief of Staff. 

When I asked Major Quintanil-
la about these two important re-

• ports, he got out a scrapbook 
and began looking for them. 
Apologizing for the condition of 
the well-used scrapbook, he 
f.lnally admitted he couldn't 

• locate them. 
But he did not deny to me the 

existence of either report. 

. . 
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M1s1nterpretatI on Blained 
For Many 'Saucer' Sightings 

are m1smterpreting whar-ffley 1rndof~rse, astronomical 
By CAROL CLAPP , are seeing." checks are made to determine if 
(Third in a Serles) An awful lot of people have any stars or planets were 

Why do people - thousands "misinterpreted" things in t he exceptionally bright or if 
of them - see and report' Un- skies over the United States meteors or comets were report-1 
identified Flying Objects? 1 during th~ 19 y~ar~ Blue Book ed. 1 

What is suddenly so startling ~as been mvestJgatm~; I_n. fact, "Some cases are easy - you 
tl'fat people stop and notice - in 10,2_00 c.~ses, there miSmt_er- know what the stimulus was," 
an orange or green fireball; a pretatJons were so startling ·Maj. Quintanilla said, pointing 
silvery, saucer - shaped disc; a they reported ::what th~ Y to . satellites as an·· example. 
tgar-shaped object ; a brilliant- thought they saw to the A 1 r "They are usually described as 

If/white glow that hovers, ma-1 Force. •a high, moving star or light." 
neuvers, speeds up and slows Any investigation has to sta'.t (But are all "high, mo vi n g 
d0wn; a pulsating red light? someplace, of course. Th~ ~Ir lights" reported _ necessarily 

Just ordinary things, the Air Force starts out. by find~ng satellites?) ----, 
1'1btce says - ordinary things out wh.at was m the skies 
~ch, by some trick of light, at the time of the UFO obser- Maj. Quintanilla said Di J. 

observer's eyes, his back- vatio~. • . . . . I 'Allen Hynek, chief civilian 
!,found or his imagination, sud- MaJ:_..Quintamlla rehe~in_part scientific consultant to BI u e 
~nly take on an unusual ap- on a magazine, "Sky and Tele- Book and director of Dearborn 
o'earance. _ scope," to ~etermine ~hat. of Observatory; is the only scien-

Find out what was in the sky an astrononucal natur_e IS g?mg tist who works at an "hourly 
at: that time, and you can find on up there at any give~ time. rate" for Blue Book. Many other 
out what· the UFO probably ~s a m~tter_ of f~ct, us~ng_ the · civilians are involved as "ex-

mforrnatwn m this penod1c~l, perts" in fields such as chem-
w-as.. • . he says he can often predict 

I 
istry metallurgy and physics, 

!his ~as the w~y MaJ. Hect~r when a number of rather easily- he added. 
Qt)1ntan1t1a explained the Air explained reports will s t a r t . ~;--h- _t_ f __ 
~orce's investigative proce- ouring in _ !or example when Durmg the past t ree o our 
d~res in regard to UFO's dur- Venus is exceptionally bright. years , Dr. Hynek has worked 
iag an interview at Project Blue . . . . · about 500 hours a year on Blue 
.Efook headquarters in Dayton. . Bas(call_y, m beginm~g a UFO Book projects, Maj . Quintanil-

. mveshgat10n, such thmgs as la said. 
There doe~n t seem to, ~e satellite schedules are c_hecked Dr. Hynek makes the final 

muc? r?om m BluE; Book s m- through the Space Detect10n and "conclusions" on all astronomi-
~~st1gatJon,,of UFO. s for the Tracking System; radar actiyi- cal sightings by concurring or 

unknown. . ty is checked a_t n~arby 1 r disagreeing wiih Blue Book's 
Instead, the Air Force says, bases to determine If any un- conclusion Maj. Quintanilla 

i~ effect, "~eople are seeing knowns" were sp~tted on th e said. ' 
tti1~gs, all. right, but t.hey are scopes at that. time; _weather Dr. Hynek "comes down 
seemg ord1~ary conventional or balloon launches and wm? cur- every month to look through the 
natur~l obJects. The real prob- r~nts a~e checked out; aircraft files for. the most ,probable

1 lem 1s, for some reason they -fhghts m the area are checked, cause for the sightings," the
1 major added. I 

, Any° movie film purporting to: 
lshow UFO's is studied and an-
'alyzed by Wright - Patterson's. 
Motion Picture Laboratory_., 
while aJrstill negatives and 
prints are checked with photo in-
terpreto'.s at the air base. 

Maj. Quintanilla emphasized 
that "the interpretation of the 
stimulus (why the observer 
thought he saw what he said he 
saw) is what gives us trouble." 

"We are all influen~ed by 
what we have learned) and ex-

! . What· about • reports from 
1

, 

I such qualified observers as pi-
lots, for example, who should be ; 
accustomed to quickly identify-

, ing any number of conventional 
objects or atmospheric phenom-
na? 

Maj. . Quintanilla said he 
"can't understand" why every-
one always refers to such sight-
ings. "In the time I've been here, 
I've never had a pilot report a 
UFO - but they have used the 
UFO channels to report meteors, 
m\ssiles, etc." 

perienced." he. pointed out. B~t Does this mean that objects 
1 he was careful to state that . 11 reported by pilots were later de- . 

always take an observer at his I I termined by the Air Force to be ' 
word" and "there have b~e~ • "meteors, missiles, etc." and · 
very few cases of peo~~P. trym 0 therefore none have remained 
to put one over on us. . "unidentified," or does it mean , 

The problem .. is,. people _JUS,~ no pilots have reported Uniden-
k~ep on_ misinterpretmg tified Flying Objects to the Air 
things. Force in the last three years? . 

Why? Are those who report They have certainly reported 
UFO's just "poor observers?" them to other private UFO in-

The Air Force itself has said vestigation agencies. And if th~y 
"no." Ldid not report them to the Air 

In an analysis of "sighting re- _Force, why? 
Iiahility groups" in its Project 
Bl e Book Special Report No. 
14 issued in 1955, the Air Force 
its.elf admitted that one-third of 
all sightings reported by what it 
considered to br "excellent" ob-
servers were ultimately left 
"unidentified." 
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- ) Record-Courier, Thursday, June 9, 1966 

Temperature Inversions Can Confus~ _lnexperiencetl. 'Radar Operators 
(Fourth in 8 Series) "Most should be able to" the perience considerable interfer- In other words, I asked, when causes of UFO sightings, UFO's lite or Venus move across a mer Blue Book chief: "Does a 

By CAROL CLAPP major admitted. ' • ence. • all such "conventional" objects must be natural phenomena? car, light the ground "as if it UFO have to come in and land 
A UFO appears to hover, then After all, if radar reports are "People keep bringing this as ai~planes, weather ballooi:is, "Yes," the major replied. we~e noon" with a brilliant on your desk .. . ?" , 

. t . d'bl d It inaccurate enough that tempera- up," the major sighed. satelhtes, etc., along with What abou! Po~tage County's whiteness, _or hover at extreme- Maj. Quintanilla, who has ob-
~~:e:a! ~O 1~~r1scLi!;~:e t~rn ture inversion and ground clut- "I have never found a corre- hoaxes, have been ruled out as UFO on Apnl 17. Can a sate)- ly low altitudes such as . 150 . 1 h d th t . 
al fantastic speed, then almost ter can be misinterpreted by lation between alleged electrial feet? Jm:sar sai/ hin:o~~um:~:. 
stops. It seems to "follow" a experience~ o~erators for UFO' stoppag_es of _autos _a_nd UFO's," .-,,.-........_ The major smiled. "Do you cept the ;ord of astronomers.• 
car or airplane. . . . how effective 1s our radar net- the T.aJor sa1~. Smilmg, he add- think there is any possibility of He said they would know "weeks 
. Jets chase a UFO which has work? , ed, m most mstances when the a hoax involved in our sight- ah d f t· ., 'f . ·t f 
been spotted on radar but each Maj. Quintanilla acknowledged drivers took their 1:ars to ga- ings?" I asked. "No," he re- ea O ime 1 visi 0~ rom 
time as they draw n~ar, the that an experienced radar oper- r~ge~, mechanics found fa':1lty plied. outer space were on their way 
µFo speeds up just enough to ator should be able to tell d1str1butors or other mechanical What about the deputies ob- here. 
~eep out of possible firing range. ~round ~I utter_ fr~m an . obj~t I failures." servations that tne UFO chang- "I have no doubt there would 
Observers watch the "chase" m the air .- if hi~ _set 1s ml Included in my question con- ed directions and waited for be all sorts of preparations to 
from the ground. . . good working condition. cerning electro-magnetic ef- them? "The road is not straight, welcome them when they land-
. Is this "misinterpretation of . "I used t~ be able to . tell t_he feels was that of radioactivity it curves. They were changing ed," the major said, quite ser-
natural or conventional phenom- difference, tf I was wo~km~

1
w1th reported in some instances directions," the major said. liously. 

ena? the. same set all the hme, the where UFO's ·have landed or "Did your contacts in Pitts-
. ~aJor, a fo_rmer radar operator come close to the ground. burgh check with East Pales-
• I asked Maj. Hector Quintanil- himself, said. . . The major did not comment tine Ptl. Wayne Houston and 
la, head of Project Blue Book, ' Co~~ . tem~7ra_ture . ~~.version on radioactivity and UFO's, per- Conway, Pa. Pt!. Frank Panzan-
about radar sightings of UFO's, be s~iharly mistaken by an haps unintentionally overlooking ella? What did they say?" Did 
inasmuch as such reported ob- expenenced radar operator? that part of the question. , 1 they corroborate what the Por-
servations are frequently de- "He can. be fooled unless he Rr ~rts are published from tage County deputies tuld you?" 
bunked by the Air Force as ~heeks_ his weather," the ma- time tu time concerning possible "To some extent," the ma-
"faulty radar sets," "radar Jor P~)Jnted out. But he added crashes of UFO's in the United jor said, pulling out a carefuly 
picking up ground clutter" or that tf !he radar operator has States. The major said he has stapled-shut report he said con-
" radar showing temperature in- worked m the area l?!lg enou~h no knowledge of any such al- tained statements made by the ,.. 
version." he should be fam1har with Jeged crashes. two men. "But they don't want · 

I asked about the famous weather patterns. us to release their statements, , 
Washington, D.C. sightings in What about high-speed turns Neither, he said, does he so I can't show them to you," 
July of 1952. On two separate attributed by observers to some have any knowledge of an at- the major added. 
nights, radarscopes at three UFO'~? . . . . tempt by UFO's to "make con-

1: .- • • • MaJ. Qumtarulla d1sm1ssed tact" through such means as 
l~rge airports, m Washington this reported characteristic with radio, blinking lights or other 
picked up UFO s, observers saw the explanation that nothing signals. 
them from the grounds and of "mass" is capable of turns What about reports that ani-

1P1~;es atte~pted _to ch~se ~~et:; at such speeds - a matter of mals are disturbed at times by 
. eml>E:ra ure mversion, friction, he said, regardless of UFO's in the area. This is one 

1maJor said. • the method of propulsion. feature of the Exeter, N.H. sight-
(Temperature inversion is a Light refractions however, ings of last fall (ruled "un-

layer of warm air sandwiched could give this appearance, he known" by the Air Force) when 
between layers of cold air pointed out. animals in a farmer's barn 
which, under certain circum- were disturbed at the same 
stances, can bounce radar beams Then what about such things time UFO's were reported by 
back as if they have struck a as "electro-magnetic effects" re- numerous people in the area. .. 
solid object.) ported in some instances when . '"If a plane is coming in for /!:.-

"Ground clutter" results from UFO's are seen? Cars sudden• a )anding, and the pilot puts his -......_ . .,, .-..._ ? 
radar beams picking up ground ly stop running on the highway flaps down at a certain point, ..I" 
objects under certain atmospher- when a UFO is in the area but a high-frequency pitch is creat- -- ' \ I 
ic conditions - objects such as start up again readily as 

1

soon ed which is audible to animals' 
moving cars, buildings, and the as the UFO has disappeared. sense of hearing, 11 the major ex-
like, and showing them on the Radios suddenly cut out or ex- plained. 
scope as airborne objects. He added that when he hears 

But cannot an experienced ra-' of such an incident in connec-
dar operator differentiate be- tion with a UFO sighting he 
tween ground clutter, tempera- immediately suspects an air- , 
ture inversion and solid objects craft was in the area and that 
moving in a pattern through the this is what happened. 
air? 

-
MAJOR HECTOR Quintanilla, 
head of the Air Force's Proj-
ect Blue Book, is pictured with 
some of the objects that have • 
allegedly come from UFOs. 

, Most of them, the major point. 
out, are rocks, meteorites, and 
other objects which cu be 
reasonably explained. 

' 1Major, what would it take 
to convince you that UFb's ex-
ist as something real?" I ask-
ed, adding that now-famous 
question put by a scientist to 
Capt. Edward J. Ruppelt, for-

f 

, 
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_Project Blue Book -An Effective Ainerican Defense Tool or Just an Image? 
By CAROL CLAPP 

• (Last in a Series) 
Just how important is Project 

Blue Book? 
If appearances are indicative, 

one is almost forced to come to 
the conclusion: "not very." 
. "If there is no such thing as an 'Unidentified Flying Object', 
is Project Blue Book actually 
more of a public relations 
group set up to placate the pub-
lic and government officials -
to satisfy them that 'UFO' re-
ports are being thoroughly 
check out?" 

I asked the question of Major 
Hector Quintanilla as we sat in 
Blue Book's small, unimpres-
sive office at Wright - Patter-
son Air Force Base. 

"Our main responsibility is 
the air defense of the country. 
We're interested in anything 
that's in the air. The Fei,leral 
Aviation Agency (FAA) a n d 
Civil Aeronautics Administra-
tion (CAA have the responsibil-
ity for tracking objects." 

"Air defense of our country?" 
I thought as I glanced at t h e 
staff - only three Air Force 
men composing the nation's 
headquarters for 1nvestigation 
of UFO reports, plus a secre-
tary. 

Project Blue Book's own re-
port states that its task is "to 
determine _whether UFO's pose 
a threat to the security of the 
United States; and to deter-
mine whether UFO's exhibit any 
unique scientific information or 
advanced technology which 
could contribute to scientific or 

PROJ ECT 

BLUE 
BOOK 

1 FEBR UA RY 1966 

BLUE BOOK - JUST AN IMAGE? 

technical research." 
That would seem to imply 

that Blue Book is one of the 
most vital parts of our nation's 
defense system. After all, if 
there actually is "something"-
anything - in the skies above 
us, we had better find out pret-
ty quickly what it is and where 

it's from. 
And it would seem the prob-

lem becomes even more serious 
if the object cannot be readily 
identified within seconds or 
minutes. UFO's - at least 
when first reported - are "un-
knowns." This means they 
could be anything, from an in-

nocent weather balloon to an 
enemy aircraft or missile, to- a 
spaceship - or an hallucination. 

, 
It would seem that for a peri-

od of time the security of the 
United States COULD be in 
danger because the object is not 
identified. . 
• Blue Book's Feb. 1, 1966 re-
port states that "Air Force in-
terest in unidentified flying ob-
jects is related directly to the 
Air Force responsibility for 
the air defense of the United 
States." 

And the Air Force has chosen· 
to place this interest and re-
sponsibility on the shoulders of 
only_ three people at its head-
quarters. 

It has given this "project" an 
office of such modest propor-
tions and facilities that Maj. 
Quintanilla's desk is shoved 
into a corner without benefit 
of any sort of privacy one 
might expect the head of so 
"important" a project to have? 

the photo ' labs which he says -.,-. -. .Air Force Regulation 200--:- - The fact that he described it 
he can use if necessary. 2, ~a_r~graph 3-c. • • ."Air Force ,as "big a~ a house and hover-

Of course, the information of activities must reduce the per- • il'lg 50 feet off the ground" can 
satellite tracking stations and ce!}t~ge of unk~owns to the be attributed to "exaggera-
weather balloon launching sites, mmi!'llum. Analysis thus far has tion" or "misinterpretation." 
etc. scattered throughout the provided expl~nat~on for all but The Air Force's Scientific Ad-
country is accessible by tele- a few of the s~ghtm?s r_eported. visory Board's Ad Hoc Commit-
phone for investigation pur- Thes_e unexplai!le~ sightings are • tee to Revie)V ProJect B u e 
poses. earned statist!cally . as un-1 Book has recomended expan-

kn_owns. ~ore immediate, de- sion of the project and contract-
Many Americans say, p e r- tailed obJechve data on t~e un- ing scientific investigative work 

haps rather hopefully - ••Toe knowns had been avaJiable, out to universities. 
Air Force knows what t h e Y probably these too could have / 

been explained." . 
are, they just aren't telling us." ... JANAP 146, a Joint Chiefs ! M_aJ. Quintan!lla, when as~-

Are they right? of staff directive: "Communica- ed if he was m favor _of this 
Consider. • • • • tions Instructions for Reporting proposed program, said, '.'It 
••• the number of personnel Vital Intelligence Sightings sur~ .~ould make my Job 

assigned to project head- (CIRVIS) from Airborne a n d easter. 
quarters. Waterborne Sources." It also "Could a better job of investi-

. •. the handling of files, with ·applies to . civil as well as mill- gation be done if there were 
no attempt, so far as I could tary craft under certain condi- such an expansion?" I asked. 
determine, to group sightings tions, and Section III, Security, "I~ all

11 
depends," the major 

by reported characteristics of 210, has the effect of prohibiting replied. Once these gentlemen 
the objects to see if any pat- even commercial airline ·pilots, get on boar~ and. ar1: able to 
terns could be established_ as well as all military person- conduct the mvesbgahons (any 

•. . no sense of urgency, t~at nel • from transmitting or way they want, naturally) there_ 
was apparent anyw~y, to fmd rev'ealing the contents of should be. The scientists will 
out "J,~st what's gomg on up CIRVIS reports _ including resuire help in the beginning," 
there. . I those on UFO's. he added • 

. an apparent tendency on 
There is no evidence of any the part of Air Force UFO in- . . 

sort of scientific equipment, or vestigators to ignore certain 0~ ~e other_ hand, 1f the Air 
computers, to rqake a quick, ac- reported facts of a sighting Force 1s convmced • that a 1 1 
curate evaluation of a sighting such as the Portage County de~ UFO's are . misinter~retations 1 

or to ultimately determine uties' description of the object of . conventional obJects or 
whether the object . exhibited as being "as big as a house at nat!on,al phenomena, there r~al-

"It will create a better 
image," the major acknowl-
edged. 

"advanced technology." an estimated 50 feet altitude." ly tsn t _much to do. except ~md 
In fact, the only piece of mod- out which conventional obJect 

or· natural phenomena the ob-
ern, electrical equipment I saw ... Maj. Quintanilla's state- ser:ver could have seen. 
was a file, containing folders on ment that "The most 'unpleas-
more than 10,000 - sightings, ant task is to tell people they And this_ appears to be t h· e 
which rotated with the push of didn't see what they thought basis tor the start - and finish 
a button. This is not to say there they saw." \- of UFO investigations. IT 
isn't any other equipment, but . . .His statement in regard there was a satellite passing 
Maj. Quintanilla did not men- to the Portage County sighting overhead at the time. the ob-
tion other facilities other than that Venus was "the only thing server spotted. so1:1ethmg ~-

that could have been there for usual or starthng m the sky, 1t 
\ · that long a time." I was "prob~bly a satellite" he . 

saw. . 

An image. . . .does that • de-
scribe Project Blue Book?.· , 

rmcnitt
Text Box



I 

MISC'BIUNEOUJ NO'IES 

ERRATA: (1) 'rb.e phrase quoted in paragraph two, page four, of the discussion 
of Blue Book's investigation, attributed to Congressman Stanton, 
was actually said by JUdge Robert COok; printed in the May s, 1966 
Record-Courier article about congressman Stanton. 

(2) In the second paragraph of the ,April 21 entry of the Initial Phase 
Summary, "Mr. Rex" should read, "It. Rex u,syj"• 

(3) en page six of '!he Cllase, "Kwaitanowski" should read "Matanowski"• 

ANGIS MEASUREMm'IS: were made with simple instrument made with protractor and 
ruler, allowing line-of-sight readings while witnesses pointed (rotating protractor 
was weighted for 90° vertical). Horizontal angles measured similarly. Angle of 
sun in section .Map of Economy Borough is uncertain, but direction of UFO was 6° 
greater. Error in other angle measurements,,' or - 1°. Mlgnetic 'compass used 
for road bearing measurements. (SU.n angle frcm canpass, but near ferrous clutter.) 

ADDtnoNAL SIGRnms: M:>re activity from UFOS was reported in Portage Co\lllty 
during this investigation, but the P-13 investigation took priority. Sane of 
these involved law enforcement officers, but these men we.re reluctant to discuss 
or report them, , chiefly because of the turmoil that resulted from the P-13 event, 
and the Air Force•s evaluation procedure. cne deputy offered corroboration of 
the initial P-13 sighting, but refused permission to use his name, even confidentially. 
He did not wish to get involved. At this time (evening of April 17) Deputy Spaur 
had already been considerably bothered by the news media, although he never failed 
to cooperate as fully as his achedule permitted. 
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