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while on patrol 8 R 224, Deputy D. F. Spaur and Munted Deputy Neff
spotted a UFO about 50 feet off the ground over a heavily wooded area. This
vehicle or object could and did move in any direction. I advised my sergeant,
H. Shoenfelt, of what I had observed, having no camera of my own. The sergeant
advised that I keep this (?) under observation and pursue same until we could
contact a unit with a camera. The (?) was about 35 to 45 feet across the
bottom and about 24 feet high. The (?) was very bright. The (?) seemed
suspended on a beam of light. The only sound that could be heard was a faint
huming. This might have come from a power line, I was shook up at this time.

We observed the vehicle or (?) go straight up to about 200 feet and start

east. W followed this craft of (?). It moved upward to about 500 feet and
increased its speed to about 80 mph ground speed. we followed the object,
The sergeant advised if possible to stay with this (?)., There was not much
traffic so I stayed with the (?). It increased its speed to 1U3 mph ground
speed, The vehicle never made any attempt to lose us or to make any change
of direction. we followed the (?) to just outside of Pittsburgh, Ppa.

We were about out of fuel as we spotted a Conway, Pa. Police Department
car. After advising him of what we were chasing, he radioed his station.
They contacted the airport. I got five gallons of fuel from this department
and returned to my station.

Signed: Dale F. Spaur, #15 April 17, 1966

PORTAGE COUNTY SHERIFF INVESTIGATION REPQRT



INTRODUCTION, AND CONCLUSION

This report documents the April 17, 1966 pursuit of an unidentified flying object
from Portage County, Chio, to Conway, Pennsylvania, The event caught world-wide
attention, United States Congressional interest, and the normal outpourings of the
public's expressions of curiosity, skepticism, ridicule, sympathy, indignation,
resignation, and (not exactly an "outpouring™) apathy, which accompany UFO sightings.
The role of the United States Air Force's "Project Blue Book,™ charged with the
responsibility of investigation and evaluation of UFQ reports, was publicized to

an unusual degree, and a substantial portion of this report documents that as well.

The reader is cautioned to keep in mind the possible differences, or non-identity,
among the unidentified flying objects mentioned herein. Paradoxically, it is easy
to confuse mutual wnidentifiability as a common trait, and identify two unidentified
items. There are at least four sightings involved in the brief (1% hour) April 17
chase, and it may be that they are all due to different objects. It may also be
~ that they are all due to conventional objects and natural phenomena of various (or
of ‘the same) sorts. All sorts of things "may be." NICAP's position on this event
is that a solid, unconventional, perhaps extraterrestrially designed, object was
chased, The Air Force's position, based on Project Blue Book's conclusion, is that
the observation(s) were of Echo and Venus.

The report is incomplete. Investigative leads are still being followed up, and

the controversy over the Air Force *s conclusion is still alive. The account of

the chase, transcripts of testimony, and written documents are intended to supplement
each other; economy of time and materials forbade extension.

Transcripts contained herein are all from tape recordings made in the presence of,
and with the permission of, those being interviewed or those interviewing ("or"
should be "and"),

A few notes of gratitude are appropriate -- Carol Clapp, through her articles in
the Ravenna (Chio)Record-Courier (nearly thirty) kept Spaur's and Neff's fellow
citizens not only informed, but concerned. Tom Schley, reporter with the Beaver
(Pennsylvania) County: Times, besides his usual fine articles, assisted with much of
the investigative work I could not do, including interviews and leads., Sheriff
Ross Dustman, portage County, Chio, made his office's facilities available for
my work there., Congressman William Stanton and Common Pleas Court Judge Robert
Cook were decisive in getting much, that strongly needed to be, accomplished.

Since I have precluded a legitimate conclusion with my note on incompleteness,

I will only say that, what has been done in this investigation, should never have
had to have been done in the first place. I hope the materials in this report
will help a little to make more of the same, less necessarye.

Willian wWeitzel
rennsylvania Unit #1
NICAP
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(NOTE: Details in this account are taken from about sixty hours of testimony,
nearly all of it tape-recorded and/or in signed documents. Some of this material
is reproduced in this Report.)

Deputy Sheriff Dale F. Spaur's week had been an ordinary one, except that for
two days before April 17, he had taken a brief vacation from his extra job,
in construction work, to enjoy some fishing and extra sleep, more than his
usual six hour per day average. Otherwise, it was a normal schedule of police
work. On the evening of the 16th, he had a couple of glasses of a beer-tomato
juice mixture, a dinner of steak and eggs, took a 2-hour nap, awoke, and had
two cups of coffee before reporting for duty at midnight, at the Portage County
Sheriff*s Office in Ravenna, Chio. He was immediately dispatched to check a
prowler complaint, with the assistance of police from Mogadore, in southwest
Portage County. Nothing was found. He received a call to pick up Wilbur Neff
at the station. "Barney" Neff is a local Thermo-King mechanic who rides with
regular Deputy Sheriffs when he has an opportunity, as a lMounted Deputy. Spaur
returned to the station, f£rom whence he and Neff were dispatched to answer a
call about a car shearing a utility pole near Atwater Center, on Rte. 183, They
had the driver sent to a hospital, had the car towed, and an OChio Edison man
came to fix the pole. The deputies drove to Deerfield to get some coffee for
the repairman; it was a brisk morning. At the Circle Pump in Deerfield, they
assisted a motorist whose car had broken down, and arranged to have it towed.
They returned with the coffee shortly before 5:00 AM EST, about &:45.

While they were talking with the Ohio Edison man, they listened to radio traffie
between Portage and Summit counties, concerning a woman in Summit County, Mrs.
Harpy Hays, who reported a brightly lighted object *as big as a house" flying
over her neighborhood, from Akron. The object was too low to be a plane, and
too high for a street light, she said, Jokes were exchanged, over the radio
among the radio operators and deputies Spaur and Neff, and with the repairman.
Spaur had heard about "flying saucers'" before, but did not take them seriously.

The deputies left the scene of the accident and headed west on Rte. 224, to make
out an accident report at the hospital. When they reached a point on 224 (marked
on the Portage County map with arrows 1 and 2), they saw a car parked on the
berm on the south side of the road. They turned around to investigate, and
parked behind the car. It was a rusty ?59 white Ford, apparently abandoned,

(The owner was found later.) As part of regular procedure, both men left their
car, cruiser P-13, with the engine running, in case quick pursuit would be
necessary. Neff waited by the front of the eruiser while Spaur advanced, Spaur
looked over his right shoulder to check the surroundings.

Through the trees atop a small hill next to the berm, he noticed a light moving.
It was coming from the west, toward them. At first he was mildly surprised,
thinking, "well, that must be the UFO that's been talked about!"™ 'The light came
closer, and he called Neff's attention to it. It grew larger, came near the
trees, then rose and changed its course, coming over the trees, and moved over
the road, right above where they were standing, It passed over the road to the
north side (map position 2)(arrows are direction-vectors), where it stopped,
fifty to a hundred feet up. Both Spaur and Neff were petrified with fear and
astonishment. The cbject was too bright, a brilliant blue-white light "almost
as bright as a flashbulb", to look at for more than a few moments; it made
Spaur's eyes water; but the thing was at least forty five feet across, perfectly
round, and it 1it up the ground around the cruiser "as bright as high noon."
When Spaur involuntarily looked away from the object to the ground, he noticed
that neither his clothes nor the grass were burning. He had not consciously

expected burning, but he noticed its absence., After a short time, both men,
without saying a word, simultaneously entered the cruiser as quxcﬁly as they could.



THE CHASE (two)

The time was 5:07 AM EST.

In Mantua Village, 18 miles northwest of P-13, Chief of Police Gerald Buchert,
on patrol just outside of town to the south, on Rte. 44, had been hearing the
radio traffic on the PFO seen in Summit County, and happened to see a bright
light in the sky to the southeast. At first he thought it was a star, but it
was much brighter than the other stars in the dawn sky, and did not twinkle.

It was to the right of the moon, and somewhat above it. He watched for a2 minute
or two, but the object did not go anywhere. Thinking this might be the reported
UFO, he drove to his home and awakened his wife, to observe it with him. While
they watched, the object moved left and right, and up and down above and below
nearby phone wires. From his front yard, it appeared farther away from the moon,
still to the right, than when he had first seen it. When it moved left or
right, it appeared like two saucers facing each other, and the forward-moving
edge tilted, in attitude, upward. When it was stopped, or moving up or down,

it appeared to be spherical. His wife described it as a sphere with a ring
around it, like Saturn, when it moved left or right. No other features were
visible, and it was just big enough to make out those mentioned.

Buchert had with him a Brownie Starmite camera, used in his police work. He,
took three pictures of the object, one of it alone, one with the moon in the
franing area, and one with a nearby telephone pole in the area. He telephoned

a report into the Sherifit's office; by this time there was excited talk on the
car radio about Spaur and Neff chasing something. Having made his report, Chief
Buchert returned to his regular duties., The object had not gone away. His wife
stopped watching it. The time was about 5:20 AM.

Back to 5:07 -- "This thing could go, like I said before, it could change its angle,
and then it would move foreward with the front tilted downward, and this is wiy :
we pursued it, so no one would say we'd eaten too many cookies at the wrong

time, or something. The light didn't have any effect on us; of course, your .-
adrenalin comes up pretty good. I started sweating; I didn't know what was going

"to happen., It didn't harm either myself or my partner. OFf course, we made a dash
for the car. I don't know what we were gonna do once we got in it. I radioed

the desk. This is whepn the sergeant asked us if we could observe the wvehicle;

I told him we could, very well. We watched it climb; we turned everything off

in the car completely. There was sort of a whisper behind a humming noise, which
seemed to come from the object. This thing went straight up to about 250 or 400
feet and came back to the south side of the highway, directly overhead.” (Spaur 4/17)

The sergeant, H. Shoenfelt, instructed Spaur to keep the UFO under observation
until a camera car could arrive, While they watched, the object moved from
directly overhead to a point just over the center of the road, about 150 feet
ahead, and "checked™ its travel, hovering perfectly still., Spaur started the
car down the road toward it. He could see now that it was from 18 to 24 feet
thick, top to bottom. It was rounded on the bottom; the top could be seen
dimly silouetted against the sky. The bottem and edges were a brilliant blue
white color, and the road was illuminated underneath the object. Spaur had
noticed that when it elevated, the huming noise had gone up in pitch, and the
brightness had increasad, When the UFD moved f£rom the south side of the road, p :
over them, to its center at a distance, the spot of light on the ground seemed
thrown behind it, and the object tilted dewm in its forward direction of travel.



THE CHASE (three)

(See map position 3) As the men moved forward in P-13, the UFQ rose to about

500 feet and receded from them slowly. They sped up. The UFO sped up. This

jerky acceleration was repeated several times until, within about a mile, they

were traveling about 80 mph, still behind the object. Deputy Sheriff Robert Wilson,
Radio Operator, thinking this would be a good opportunity to see whether flying
saucers were weather balloons, suggestcd Spaur use his .44 Magnum; he declined.

Sgt. Shoenfelt commented, somewhat lightly, that it would be well not to "agitate"
the object. Spaur's seriousness was quickly communicated to the men in the '
station, however, and they were all becoming quite excited, Wilson turned on

the intercom so those at distant points within the station could hear his traffic.

when P-13 got to Rte. 183, Spaur had to make a quick turn; he chose to go south.
The object stopped, just off 224, over a f£ield (4). When Spaur turned back on
224, about a mile further, he and Neff waiched the object come south, cross the
road, and make a turn to the east about a hundred yards from the road. It was
still illuminating the ground, Orville Scarry, Radio Operator of the Sheriff's
Office in the Columbiana County Jail in Lisbon, Chio, heard Spaur say the UFO
was lighting the road so well that he wouldn 't have needed headlights; when it
passed over a construction site near Atwater Center, it 1it up a large crane.

It maintained its distance f£rom the road until P-13 neared Berlin Reservoir;

then it rose again, to nearly a thousand feet, and crossed the road to the north,
before the twist, at the reservoir. (See 7, 8,) It remained due north for a

few minutes; Spaur could see it out his left window as they headed due east; then
it crossed the road again to the south, before they reached Canfield (9, 10).

(1t should be caphasized that both men were well aware of the phenomenon of
relative motion, due to cbserver orientation changes, of distant objects; they
mentioned this, as well, in their testimony,.)

The UFO was now nmoving at an altitude of about 1000 feet, and Spaurt®s ground
speed was nearly 100 mph., Fortunately, the road was clear, with hardly any
traffic at this time of morning. nfortunately, however, due to the necessity

for close attention to the requirements of the pursuit, and the excitement of
those in radio stations monitoring their position calls, a mixup occurred which
hampered acquiring photographic evidence, Both Ravenna and Salem, Ohio radio

" operators pointed out that, when Spaur said he was on Rte. 14 (same here as 224)
or "on 14 crossing 534," they interpreted this to mean Rte. 14A, which was once
Rte. 14, 534 crosses both roads; 14A, near Salem, Those who did try to intercept
or join in the pursuit, or use cameras, were frustrated. The camera car sent by
Portage County had been ocutdistanced when P-13 reached Mzhoning County (Berlin
Reservoir). Deputy Sheriff Dave Brothers of Columbiana County was waiting

outside of Salem on 14A; when he heard Spaur, or Neff, say they were at Canfield,
he realized what had happened, and tried to reach a better vantage point by driving
east on 14, but it was too late. :

When P-15 reached Canfield, the UFO was moving farther and farther south, still
running east, to their right, Neff, who is familiar with the roads in that area, -
had Spaur turn right onto a traffic arc that bypasses Canfield. Uhen they did
this, the UFQ kept on going a bit, over the road zhead of them (11); then, as

they proceeded south, it changed its course and came back ahead of them .(12), to the
south, before the bypass actually began its curve. They £ollowed the road until
they could turn south again, and headed due south down 14-46, with the UFO ahead

of them to the south. :



THE CHASE (four)

The deputies noted, and broadcast, that when they had to slow down for traffic
lights, or other encumbrances, the UFO would slow also, as if to wait for thenm.
This happened several times before the end of the chase, except near Rochester,
when it went over a hill, but even then, and particularly then, when they
energed from obscuring objects, it had dropped and was hovering, "in wait."
The deputies, mainly Spaur, were getting worried now. Orville Scarry heard
their concern over no one else corroborating their observations, lest they

be thought lying. "Boy is this wierd," Robert Wilson noted as a fréquently
repeated comment. More details were becoming apparent, as the object was
better seen by reflected daylight (the sun rose at 5:20), and its silhouette
had better contrast with the sky. They noted a projection, about 18 feet long
and a foot or so wide at its base on the trailing top portion of the.object;
this "antenna" tilted to the rear and tapered to a near pointe. They saw this
chiefly when the UFO changed speed or direction. The top appeared dome-shaped,
except, according to Spaur (Neff disagrees only with this feature of the UFO's
description), for a sharp drop-off near the "antemna". The front top half was
still brilliantly self-illuminated, and so was the top tip of the rear, but
now they could see a satiny metallic finish to the rest of the top. Spaur
turned off his radio once or twice to check for the humming noise; he still
heard it. Neff kept his head close to the windshield, watching the UFO high above.

As P-13 neared Columbiana, the UFO, getting distant, again changed its velocity,
as if to keep with them; this was at the intersection of Rte. 165 (E-W) and
Rte. 14-46, i

In Columbiana, Patrolman Jack Haines was searching for a camera, He acqulred one,
but the deputies had passed, with a near disaster. The UFO had turned left*onto
(over) Rte. 14 where it goes left at a large intersection, of Rtes. 164 and 144,
When Spaur made a left turn, the cruiser hit gravel and nearly went off the

road. Spaur is an excellent driver, however; he once raced cars, and has never
(or had never, until April 17) lost in a pursuit. He negotiated the turn, and
followed the UFO, which was going southeast now, over Rte. 14 toward Thity.

East Palestine Patrolman Wayne Huston, in cruiser OV-1l, got into radio contact

with Spaur. %He parked his car, engine running, by Rte. 14, north of East Palestine,
and asked Spaur whete to look. Spaur replied, "Look out your left window, and up.”
Huston was standing by his car, talking with the extension microphone (standard
equipment). He looked up 14 to the northwest, and saw a bright light approachinge.
The light took on detail, When it flew s»ralgat overhead, from the northwest
(300°), it was going so fast, and so high, he could not study it, but he saw

a "partly melted ice cream cane" shape; f£lattened done, self-illuminated, and
brilliant cone underneath. The cone, however, seemed not to be solid, but more
like a tapered light beam diffusing through smoke., The cone was bent to the
rear, of the direction of travel.

P-13 was just behind the object (on the ground). Huston watched them £ly by,
then jumped into his cruiser and took pursuit., It took several minutes to catch
up. By this time, the chase had continued to Pennsylvania Rte. 51, and the road
was heading downhill, toward distant hills, THuston asked his station to call the
Pennsylvania State Police Barracks at Chippewa, which they did, The men had
gotten out of range of Portage County radio, and calls were being relayed through
Orville Scarry, in Lisbon. Scarry began logging the chase at 5:35, when P-13

was at the state line. There was no hope now of getting an Ohio cruxser to

join the men,

* About 1000



THE CHASE (five)

At the Chippewa, Pa. State Police Barracks, Trooper Antonio J. Taglienti, at 5:35,
received a phone call with a number of requests: call the airport; find out if
anything is on their radar; have interceptors sent up; assign a Pennsylvania car
to assist. Trooper Taglienti called the airport: "Nothing on our radar -=-

only available planes too fast == will try to get visual contact from other
aircraft." He could hear the chase traffic over his telephone: 'The thing is
still above us." thile he was trying to muster aid, he heard the cruisers roar
by; he looked out the window, but saw nothing unusual. No cruisers were near
enough to help.

P-13 and (V-1 approached Brady's Run Park, a few miles out of Beaver, Pa.

The UFO approached steep hills near the road, The road got quite narrow,

A red Volkswagen came toward the park exit and hit a traffic light treadle.
Three trucks were coming toward the intersection from the east, and two more
loomed in front of the cruisers. Tuston put on his siren. The light changed
to red, the UFO went up to 2000 feet, passed over the hill, and dropped behind
it, to their left. When P-13 and OV-1 got through the intersection, they
thought they had probably lost the object, but they had a good deal of momentum
left, and, hoping to see it on the other side of the hills, they continued down
the narrow highway toward Rochester.

Just past Fallston, they passed through a railroad underpass, and the road
widened. Huston had been giving Spaur intense attention, instructing him

as to turns coming up. As they got out in, the open, they spotted the object (9
near Rochester. Huston was the first to notice it; Spaur had been watching

him in his rear view mirror, and saw OV-1 nose down suddenly. '"There it is!"
Huston cried. Spaur looked ahead and saw the object directly ahead, hovering
apparently still, over the highway. It had come down to a few hundred feet

and, as before, appeared to be waiting for them. Spaur noticed that its apparent
size was larger than that of his rear view mirror,

AS they approached it, the object went straight up rapidly to about a thousand
feet, then took off horizontally, ahecad of them. They followed it into Freedom

and towards Conway. Rte. 51 had changed to 65. ‘The object diminished in size.
Just before it took off horizontally, Huston caught sight of a projection on the
top, on the right side. (NOTE: This would be consistent with earlier descriptions
of the projection "to the rear", considering their speed, and that the highway
turns left into Rochester, about a mile after the Fallston underpass.)

Spaur was receiving calls from Portage County, relayed through Lisbon, to
return to base. He was running low on fuel, and his carburetor mixture was
not rich enough at high speeds ('sucking air'"). He said he would turn around.

By this time they were approaching Conway. Spaur saw a police cruiser parked
across the highway, up ahead.

Conway Policeman Frank Panzanella had been heading home, off duty, when (about
5:40) he saw what he thought was a burning airplane heading toward him, atop

a hill next to Rte., 65. He drove downhill to escape a collision. .The object

was coning in his direction, from the southwest. As he reached the bottom of

the hill and turned left, he saw, from his left window, a large, glowing object
move across his field of view from the west, away from him, but headed south, -
It appeared to be about 35 feet across, looked something like a bisected football,
and near the rear rim of the oval bottom, had several dark-circled light areas.

A projection went off the object, away from him, at its rear. It might have been
tilted, with a bottom view toward him, but it didn't make much sense to him.

He drove to an Atlantic service station next to Rte. 65 and parked his car.

then he got out, he saw the object move out over the Northern Lights Shopping
Center, east of him,



THE CHASE (8ix)

The object appeared to Panzanella to be about an inch across at arm's length.
e moved to the southeast corner of the station to get a closer look. Just
then P-13 and (V-1 pulled up beside his car. The officers got out and asked

if Panzanella had seen the object. "What object,'" he replied; it had scemed

so strange to him he was reluctant to admit seeing it. When they told him they
had chased it in from Chio, he called John Beighey, Rochester Police Radio
Operator, and told him to call the airport.

The four men stood and watched the object withdraw horizontally, directly away
from them, until it was a dot, from 1/16" to 1/4" arm's length apparent size,

It hovered. Spaur heard something on the radio about aircraft being scrambled.
The object moved rapidly upwards until it was level with the crescent moon,

off to its right. A bright spot, which the occupants of P-13 had noticed next

to the concave portion of the crescent, for scme time, was till there, Panzanella
stood by his car, talking with Beighey. He could not see the moon.

At its first position, the UFO seemed about a thousand feet up. Actual angular
elevation was around 11° from the horizon. After its first elevation, it appeared
about 3,000 feet high. It remained motionless in this position while a jet

commercial airliner flew underneath., Panzanella told this to Beighey, who

relayed it to the airport. (NOTE: Somewhere along the line, this got reversed;

in the FAA log, the airliner is above the UF0,) Then the observers saw what

secmed to be jet vapor trails or contrails, arcing from the west or northwest,

from the left of the object, somewhat towards it. A voice on Panzanella's radio
armounced that jets were being scrambled. fThe object shot straight up and disappeared.
Whether it disappeared by dimming out, diminishing, or what, is not quite clear,.

Panzanella had been trying to get other cruisers on his frequency to see the
jets and/or the object,

After it went out of sight, Spaur decided to try to make it to Unity, where Huston
could refuel him, The three men left. Panzanella waited to see if the object
would return. As P-13 and (V-1 pulled away, Panzanella got a call from Beighey,
instructing him to have everyone call 264-5000 (USAFR, Greater Pittsburgh Airport).
Panzanella drove after the Ohio officers with his pursuit light on, and caught up
to them about three minutes after they left, in Freedom. As he approached them,
he heard a fading voice on his radio -~ Henry Kwaitanowski, an Economy Borough
Patrolman, '"Hey, Frank, I saw two jets « « o+ o"

Kwaitanowski was standing by his cruiser, about three miles f£rom Conway, roughly
southeast. He had been looking f£or jets, and trying to raise Panzanella on the
radio, but the traffic was largely between Panzanella and Beighey at that time.
Then Kwaitanowski saw two jets f£lying toward the sunrise, away from him, and behind
them, a shiny, football-shaped object, keeping its distance, about the same size

as the jets. He observed this for two or three minutes, then called Panzanella,
The ‘beginning of Kwaitanowski's observation seems close to the end of Panzanella's,

Muston and P-13 drove to the Rochester Police Station, where Spaur called the

nuwaber at GPA, He was interviewed briefly by 'same colonel' who hung up abruptly
aftey what seemed to Spaur a perfunctéry interregation, fiilled with sugpestions '
for canparisons of the UFO with familiar objects., The offiecer promised to forward
the information to Wright-Patterson. (NOTE: Five hours later the UFQ project \
office 'at the USAFR was unaware of the report.) No one else was interviewed. Neff,
Spaur and Huston went with Panzanella to get Spaur refueled, then Spaur and

Meff went back to Unity with Huston. There they talked briefly with Dave Brothers,
the Deputy Sheriff who had tried unsuccessfully to intercept them earlier. As they
drove back, they noticed several police cruisers parked at intersections, watching
themes



THE CHASE (seven)

when Spaur and Neff returned to Ravenna, they and their cruiser were checked
for radioactivity with a Geiger counter, by the Fire Chief and a Civil Defense
official. Nothing unusual was found., The original site (of first sighting)
was not checked. Buchert's film was developed at the photographic laboratory
in the Court House, and four prints were made, By this time, the news had hit
the national press and broadcast media, which picked up the story by monitoring
the police radio traffic, Neff preferred to keep in seclusion from reporters,
which kept him from Spaur's exhausting experience of having incessant interviews.
tnfortunately, the news media concentrated largely on Spaur; with the exception
of the Record Courier and the Beaver County Times, most papers and broadcasts,
as time passed, failed to emphasize the corroboration from the other officers
involved, A further distortion resulted from a hasty identification of Chief
Buchert's pictures with the P-13 sighting, 1Little note was made of what seemed
to the deputies the chief aspect of the event: an extensive instance of police
cooperation crossing local boundaries, Had they been pursuing a bank robber,
this aspect may have been more clearly seen,

One event that occurred during the chase deserves particularly close attention,
and for that reason has been postponed until now: the apparent reception of a
jet pilot*s radio transmission, reporting a close observation of the P-13 UFO.

When P-13 was traveling down Rte., 14-224, near Canfield, two patrolmen listening
to the Salem, Chio, police radio, decided to leave the station to watch for the
UFO's arrival in Salem; the report, “we're crossing 534," was interpreted to
mean 534's intersection of 14A, instead of 14, near that town. The patrolmen,
Lonnie Johnson and Ray Esterly, expected to see the object come in from the
northwest; but while they were looking, they saw a jet plane in the distance,
at a small angle from the horizon, and then noticed an object in front of the
aircraft, The jet was flying in a north-south direction, in the east., They
watched the jet "pursue" the object, which looked like a bright ball, five times
the size of the jet behind it, in level flight. "wo more jets arced in from
behind the first one. This sighting lasted a little over a minute, as they
remembered; they radioed in what they were observing, about 5:50, Just after
getting this report, the Radio Operator, Jack Cramer, and Police Lieutenant
Richard whinnery heard an umnidentified voice break in on the regular traffic
(the voice was louder than normal, and unrecognizable): “I'm going down to
take a look at it, « « . I'm right above it, « « o It's about forty five feet
across, and it's trailing something,.” '

This transmigsion, from an as yet unidentified source, was received just five
minutes before Orville Scarry, Radio Operator in Lisbon, logged the deputies
crossing the state line. This would put them, at the time of the "woice",
just east of the patrolmen watching from Salem.

The UFO in this case, however, seems to have been a different one: it was

larger and higher than the one P-13 was following. (See statement, by Officers
Johnson and Esterly, and their drawing,) !
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TELEPHONE: NORTH 7-9434

CABLE ADDRESS:

SKYLIGHT

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE
USMC (ReT.) DIRECTOR

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:

1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.

April 27, 1966

Complete notes fram lLog at base radio station in Columbimna County Jail in Lisbon, Chio,
concerning Spaur-Neff UFO chase of April 17, 1966. Copied April 27, about 10:30 PM,
under supervision of Orville Scarry, radio operator who monitored the chase.

AM 5:35 TR Portage Co

5:50

5:55
6:15

7330

Note

RT

RT

Portage Co

P=-13
13
Portage Co
Portage Co

KQ854

"Your P-15 - Is At The Col. Pa. Line = ok -~ Adv When Another
Unit Picks It Up For Him To Return To The Base =

"whats The Location Of P-13 - Just About Into Freedom, Pa. =

Also OV-1 - Of East Palestine Is Running With Him - Still
Observing The Object - Bright Light with A Rope Or String Attached
To It - 1500-2000 Ft In Height - Traveling At Speed Over 100
Miles An Hour - ok - Have Him 25 & Return To Base - ok :

"Signal 25 - ok - & Return To Base - ok = Turning Around Now -
Some Govt. Officials wWants To Talk To Us, Adv My Office -~

We Are west Of Freedom - ok

Gave The Above - ok - Then Have Them 25 = ok =

Gave them The Above - ok -

"Do You Know wWhether They Got Pictures Of That Object - Don't

(E Liverpool) Believe So - P-13 Of Portage Co & OV-1 Of E.P. Seen The

P13

tbject, They Ran It To Freedom Pa - Also P-13 Pick This Up At
Deerfield, - ok -

Want €o thank your Dept. for handling my traffic - my Badge No.
is - 15, Anytime P-13., OK, (Mantua - took Piecs of the Object
& Five People at Monroe Falls, Saw it.) (P-15 - contacted a

Pittsburgh PD Unit & they scrambled some Jets, that flew under
the obJect.)

%KMM)

As I was leaving the Jail from copying this Log, Jailer Harold Cleckner testified
that no one from the Air Force had interviewed any of the men working there, to the

best of his knowledge; "They would have talked about it to me.™ . Said I coulé use
his name for this testimony.

A purivaloly-supponted factfinding body sexwing lhe nalional fublic énlerest



Log notation for April 17, 1966, submitted by Kenneth K. McMechen, Federal
Aviation Agency, Greater Pittsburgh Airport, Room 311l

Daily Record of Facility Operation

Location: Pittsburgh, Penna.
Identification: PIT

Type Facility: Tower
Operating Pos.: All

Time: 10:58 (5:58 AM EST) ==~ Rcwd call from State Police at BVR & Rochester
Police, Seems that some Ohio police had spotted this flying object flying SE bnd
in venty E Palestine. They took after it & were able to follow it by maintaining
speed of approx 105 mph, It was large, round, had a large antenna sticking out
of the top & several big white lights around it. They wer on Rt. 51 & they lost
it as it crossed the river east bnd, They saw UA7454 lvg here enrt BUF & this
object went blo United, It was approx 500*, United was climbing to 19,000, Ckd
& pilots didn't see anything. Referred to USAF for action. Nothing observed on

radar to fit this description. There were 3 cars (I blv this is cqt) flwg it for
a 30 min period,

Mr. Wes Miller, UA Supervisor at Greater Pittsburgh Airport suggests that the first
of the four digits in the flight number is an FAA prefix. Suggests writing the
Supervisor, Ticket Control, United Airlines,’ Inc., PO Box 8800, O'Hare Intemaﬁ.onal
Airport, Chicago, Illinois 60666 for passenger list.



From initial interview with Dale F. Spaur: his comparison

of UFO size with that of rear view mirror in car, when UFO

was seen ahead of him after coming through underpass area

at Rochester, Pa. 'This is apparent size of UFQ, in answer

to question, "If it had gone behind your rear view mirror,
. would the mirror have covered i{it?" Spaur answered that even

if it had centered behind the mirror, it would have "stuck
out" on both sides, SiE

B Seouei
e s
{
' Smaller figure belowaFO is my illustration of what I meant by
B ~"apparent size" when T asked the question that way. I sketched ——— —
the window diagram; Spaur drew in the UFO-size-diagram. ww

PR ol o L - (Spaur*s sketch of UFO appearance on separate sheet,)
T /

. r £ — et —— - ‘v.-___—w

From initial interview in person with Frank Panzanella —- his sketch of
UFO seen when turning from 2nd| Ave, onto 10th’ St, in Conway, Pa., 'prior\
to Za,?hipg))bject move away r Northern Lights Shopping Center, then —

hover, just before other
~—_officers arrived,

2 o
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DESCRIPTIONS OF NUMBERED DRAWINGS: SPAUR-NEFF, HUSTON

SPAUR-NEFF, UFO DETAIL

1, Projection, tilted from rear (trailing edge) 18' long, tapered to tip
2, Dome-shaped top; partly metallic, partly self-illuminated

3., Glowing front (leading edge)

4. Cone-shaped light undermeath

5. Glowing tip of trailing edge

6. Metallic surface

7. Sharp "drop-off" (Neff disagrees; remembers more rounded here)
8., Rounded *"undercarriage"

9, Line separating metallic from self-illuminated portions

SPAUR-NEFF, SIGHTING TERMINUS

1. Bright spot to right of moon, a little above axis of symmetry of crescent
2, Crescent moon (bump in concave portion indicates "™nose"” of "Man in Moon™)

3. 'TV antenna on nearby house, through whose elements Spaur and Neff saw the
UFO hovering before 1lst upward elevation

4, Position of UFO after 1lst elevation, level with moon to right
5. Position of UFO after 2nd elevation, above moon (now moving away, or disappearing)

(NOTE: Panzanella agreed with relative positions of levels of hovering; Spaur
agreed with Panzanella's on-the-spot location of object relative to nearby houses;
Spaur examined a photograph made from the spot he claimed to have been standing.)

HUSTON, UFO DETAIL

1. Cone-shaped light underneath

2., Bright, self-illuminated solid appearing top
3. Dome shape

4, Cone tilted toward rear, of direction of motion, more so than shown here.

(NOTE: Huston testified to having seen, once, a projection; only got one view of it,)

FURTHER NOTES: On Spaur-Neff joint signed testimony: Until over a week after the
sighting, Neff was "in hiding," refusing to be interviewed by anyone. I typed a
summary statement for Spaur to take to him, along with Spaur's drawings. Neff
finally agreed to be interviewed on April 28, I mailed the statements and drawings
to Spaur;' there was some confusion as to who was to sign the extra spaces; Spaur
did this, so Neff signed elsewhere on the sheets, =~ WW

’
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA
TELEPHONE: NORTH 7-9434
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:
1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.

By Deputy Sheriff Dale F. Spaur and Posse Member W. L. Neff
MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE STATEMENT: On April 17, 1966, at about 5:00 AM, the undersigned,

USMC (RET.) DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

CABLE ADDRESS:
SKYLIGHT

Dale F. Spaur and Barney (W. L.) Neff, were patrolling the southeast portion of Portage County,

oOhio. We had been hearing radio traffic about a UFO near Portage County. We found an abandoned

K}ndclf‘\’

car on the berm on Rt. 224 between Atwater and $he-iniowsedtuoi-LL Ri—2di—with-RtT—1855 We
left our car to routinely investigate this vehicle., Spaur noticed a light over the trees on
the hill next to the berm, and called Neff's attention to it. As #A/#y"Watched, the light
came closer and a large, self-illuminated object was seen as its source, The object came
directly overhead and hovered above us, Its light 1lit up the ground where we were standing,
and our cruiser, P-13. It was too bright to look at without hurting the eyes. We got into

our car and radioed that we had spotted the UFO. During that time, it began moving away from

us, We followed it down 224 onto Rt. 14, to the Ghio-Pennsylvania border, and into Pemnsylvania

on Rt. 51; then through Rochester, Pa., and on Rt. 65, up to Conway, where we stopped. As we
passed East Palestine, Chio, Patrolman Wayne Huston, of the East Palestine Police, joined in

our pursuit. In Conway, Pa., Officer Frank Panzanella met us where we stopped, and we stood

with him watching the object as it hovered and then rose, twice, in a rapid climb, 'The object

seemed 30-45 feet across, and 18-24 feet high. The light it gave off 1lit up the ground over

the road and over fields as we pursued it. At first it was about 150 feet up; then it rose

to around 1000 feét. During the chase it changed altitude and direction, maneuvered smoothly,

had a sort of dome-shaped fop, and at times showed a projection on the top part, near the
trailing edge. Not all of it was self-illuminated; part of the top trailing portion looked
metallic; not shiny, but satiny. At times we PUAEALA/ZE/AAX neasured its ZFOffL speed over
the ground at about 103 miles per hour. At one point, near Rochester, we lost it while

getting through a bridge-underpass area, but when we emerged, it had come down lower and

seemed to have waited for us; it went off fast ahead again then. We were, and are, sure we

were not chasing an illusion, or seeing a reflection, star, planet, or similar still object,

As far as our part in ‘this élEKng 14 conee”igned, at least, the article by Schley in the

Beaver County Times, April 18, 1966, about this, is accurate, Signed:

Date: April 27, 1966




NATIONAL [INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

kN A WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFIcES:

CABLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.
SKYLIGHT

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE
USMC (ReT.) DIRECTOR

FIRTHER == concerning UFO pursuit, April 17, 1966

By Dale F. Spaur

Someone claiming to represent the U, S, Air Force interviewed me on Monday and Thursday
after my sighting and pursuit of a UFO on April 17. Both interviews were by phone, and
were the only ones. The first was about 23 min., the second about 1% min. Each time,
the interviewer seemed to want me to say I had only seen the [FO a few minutes, because

when I said how long I had seen it, he did not ask any further questions about my sighting.

RENG) zf; AR Mg N T,

By W. L. Neff

“ The extent of Air Force intervicwing of me concerning my WTed : : /
UFO sighting is as follows: ,a,é /#ﬂ—“ ‘

i Discussed:
Dates - ngth == __ hr. __ min, Z Z % f 7/ ;9?

]

(Please make further appropriate comments on thisg:)

Signed: Date:

A porivaloly-supported faotfinding body sexving lhe nalional public inlewest



PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT CF INTERVIEW WITH WILBUR “BARNEY™ N;'IFF,. MOUNTED (AUXILIARY)

DErUTY SHERIFF, PORTAGE COUNTY, OHIO: TAPED APRIL 27, 1966 (W: weitzel N: Neff )

W: Did the thing sppear to be hovering at that time?

N: Yes, it did appear to be hovering, or stopped, or wvihiichever you®d want to call it.

Ws and’'did it stay, hovering there, very long, or did it move out right away, or
what?

=

I would say it stayed there for approximately three to five minutes,
Ww: (h =- while you were watching it?

N: Socmething like that; I dont*t know the time right in there; we weren‘®t paying much
attention to it. I believe we spotted it at about 5:07.

‘W: while you were watching it there, during its hovering, could you see any details
to 1t? what did it look like; a box, a dish, or what

L L

N: Better way to describe it, I think, was it looked just like a teardrop.

Ws: A teardrop? Upside down, point up, point down, what?

N: ©point up. That would be the closest I could come to it, would be cone-shaped, or
funnel-shaped,

W: Did you notice any projections om it?

N: That, I really couldn't say for sure; it did look like there was an antenna
coning from the top, on some angle, at what angle I don‘*t know, or just where it

was at, or which way it was sticking out, but there it was, (NOTE: Neff studied
Spaur*s drawing afterwards and agreed to all but one point == the sharp dropoff from
the dome, next to the "antenna™.)

W: was that while it was hovering, you could see that?
N: Right. You could see/litile it was hovering, or when it turned,

W: Now, after it was hovering, did it zip out straight shead, or did it start building
up acceleration?

N: Started building up, taking off gradually,

W: what made you decide to follow it, not just watch it go off into the distance?

: ‘ well, we told the Sheriff's office it was moving, and they told us to follow it.
Stick with it for a vhile. 8o we did. I didn*t know then we*d go clear into
Pittsburgh with it, but we did. :

W: vhile, uh, let’s see now: it's just started moving out, and you’ve begun to :
follow it; did it rock at all, or twist, or did it go perfectly level when it was
£lying, or =--

N: That I really caldn't say. It looked like it would turn once in a while, but
as far as rocking or swaying, I don't know.

W: At ey time when you were driving straight down the road, did it appear to go
across, in front of you?



Second page ~-- Partial transcript, interview, weitzel -- Neff

N: Just when the road wound,
We: Did it seem to follow the road pretty well?

N: It seemed to follow Rte. 224, to, 14 to Canfield, from Canfield it took 14, -=-
it was om the right of us all the way out to Canfield -- at Canfield we turned
right, on 14 and either 46 or 64, I don't remember the route £ight now; and went
southeast, Southeast to Columbiana, we turned left on 14 at Columbiana, that's a
stop sign, and rm it straight through to Pittsburgh. And when the road:d secem to
take a sharp turn, it would cross the road; snd most of the time it would run in a
straight line ahead of us. when we dropped down behind the hill, on 51, in fenn-
sylvania behind Beaver, it seemed just like it waited for us when we got hung up,

or delayed in traffic.
W: Did you see very many other cars, or trucks?
N: we passed very few cars or trucks; we did pass a few, And then we picked up

another officer from gast Palestine, don‘*t remember his name right now. He got in
behind us just before we went across the rPennsylvania line. How many miles I
couldn‘*t say.

W

Ne

Did you ever notice a noise coming f£rom this thing?

well, vhen we first seen it we thought we heard a low hum, or a shine, or something

like that, but it could have been nearby phone, or light wires,

We

N3

Was there any wind, or rain?

No. No rain; the road was dry.
W: How about what happened then, when you got to, to near pittsburgh?
N: Well, we got in near pittsburgh, down across the Fennsylvania line, we run out
of radio cmtact, wWe got down into Conway, there was a patrol car sitting in a

.gas station; we pulled in and told him what was going on.

We

And vhat did he say about it?

N: He didn't know what to say, much, about it,

W: Did he see the object with you?

N: Right.

Ws: Did you watch it, after you stopped, for any length of time?

N: We, after we stopped there, stopped with the .Conway policeman, we stayed there

approximately ten, fifteen, ten or fifteen minutes,.

W

" N

vhat did the thing do, while you were watching it?

well, it seemed to go out, probably two or three miles, and just stop, and

stay right there. And then it went straight up from there.

Ws

N:

Did it go straight up and keep going, or did it stop when it went up, and move again?

It would go up and stop, and then go up again.



Third page -- Partial transcript, interview, weitzel -- Neff

W: Wwhat was your last view of this thing? Did you see it disappear in the distance,
or blink out, or anything like that?

N: It didn't seem to blink out. There was a passenger plane, I believe a Boeing 707,
pass beneath, almost directly under it, the angle we was looking at it.

W: when did you stop watching it, and why did you stop watching it?

N: Well, we were still, we figured we had better start back, The Conway police

had called Greater Pittsburgh Airport, I believe it was, and they took it over from
there,

W: Did you ever talk with anyone from the Air Force?

N: No, I didn't. Dale talked to, uh, a man down there, who he was, I do not know.
Dale said his name, but I don?'t remember it.

W: Do you know if it sounded like Bollin, or Garvin? "Colonel Bollin,* could it
have been?

N: It might have been; I'™m not too good on names.

W: vhat about after that, in the phase after that, up until now, dLd anyone from the
Alr Force talk to you?

N: Nobody has, Except for you. and I believe youtre with the Alr Force.

W:  No, I'm with a private investigative agency. (NOTE: I had explained NICAP'S
status to Neff at the start of the interview.) Can you remember any other details
about this thing, that seemed to stand out to you? Tow it affected you, for example.
were you afraid of it, or nervous?

N: I wouldn't say I was afraid of it, but I wasn*t actually at peace with it, either?
I mean, it didn*t really shake me up or bother me half as much as it did Dale,

W: Did it seem strange to you in any way?
N: Yeah, it sure did! One of the strangest things I ever run across,

W: Could you relate it to anything, could you say it looked like amything? I mean,
enything that flew, or anything you're fmmiliar with, that goes through the air?

N: Not that I've ever secen fly before. I was in the service, in the Seebees, and we
built a missile tracking base, at Cape Canaveral, little island between Cuba and Puerto
Rico, called Grand Turk, And I seen many a missile, and stuff come over there, that
they shot off Cape Canaveral; and it never looked like none of them.

W: What would you say was the minimum and the maximum altitude of this thing?

N: Minimm I*d say was between, I'm just guessing, 4-600 feet; maximum, when we
was chasing it, run about, I®*d say the most would be 3,000 feet, After there, it

got up to where it Jjust looked like a dot in the air; it got off a ways; you couldntt
tell.

W: Did you ever have to lean forward, and look up £rom the windshield, to see it?

N: Right., Most of the time I sat right up next to the windshield. You'd have to
sit up pretty close; once in a while it was almosT overhead, As far as being straight
overhead, I don't know; I don't think it was straight overhead, It was pretty close,
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STATEMENT BY WAYNE HUSTON, OFFICER IN EAST PALESTINE, OHIO, POLICE FORCE,
CORCERNING UFO SIGHTING O" APRIL 17, 166

East Palestine has radio contact with Portage County. I heard it all
start about 5:00 AM. When Spaur and Neff got closer to this area, I talked
with Spaur by radio. I met him at the north edge of the city on Route 14,

I saw the thing when Dale was about five miles away from me. "wayne,®V —
can't you see it?!" he said, and I did. It was running down Rt. 14, about
800-900 feet up when it came by. That was the lowest I ever saw it,

As it flew by, I was standing by my cruiser., I watched it go right

_r overhead. It was shaped something like an icecream cone, with a sort of
4(‘

ynef

1711/\ equzshed-down top. I don't know whether the bottom was solid or not; it

. might have been like a searchlight beam, coming to a point; but it was so
bright I would say it was brighter than the sun when it came up. The point
part of the cone was underneath; the top was sort of like a dome.

Spaur and Neff came down the road right after it. I fell in behind them.
We were going 80 - 85 miles an hour, a couple of times to around 105 miles an
hour. At one point at least, I was almost on Spaurt*s bumper, and we checked
with each other what we saw. It was right straight shead of us, a half to
three fourths of a mile, ahead,

I an familiar enough with Rochester and I guided him by radio, because I
couldnt®t pass him in Bridgewater, to lead him. At Brady®s Run Park, a car
started to come out, hit the traffic light treadle, and some trucks were there;
wve had to slow down, and lost sight of it. Ve came on down Rt. 51; just after
we came out of the railroad underpass in Bridgewater, coming out of Fallston,
we spotted it again over by Rochester, and then in front of them again when we
turned to Rochester,

All the way we were trying to get contact with a Pennsylvania car., Had
the base call Chippewa State Police station to see if they had a car on 51;
they didn't. The first Pennsylvania car we saw was in Conway., Dale was low
on gas in Conway, and we stopped where Frank Panzanella was parked, Frank said
he had seen it but didn*t think too much about it at first; thought it was an
airplane. Frank radioed to his dispatcher, who called the airport and they
notified the Air Force, After we started talking, as though it monitored out
broadcast, it went straight up. We could still see it, but hardly. We just
saw it altogether about 20 minutes in Conway. We were going back when Frank 2

stopped us in Freedom and said they wanted us to call the Air Force. Some
colone
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I wuld add to this that no one in any other official capacity than NICAP has
contact me concerning this sighting. I have received no communications from
any government or military agency. The Air Force, to my knowledge, has not
investigated this sighting f£rom my point of view, or expressed any interest in
ny information.

The following is a sketch of the object I saw as it flew overhead, when I was
standing by my car by Rt. 1lé4:
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COMPLETE 'TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH WAYNS HUSTON, PATROLMAN, EAST PALESTINE,
OHIO, POLICE DEPARTMENT: TAFED APRIL 25, 1966 (W: Weitzel H: Huston)

W: This is an interview with William Weitzel and wayne Huston, of the East palestine
Police -- is that East Palest'een' or East Palest'ine'?

H: East Palestteen’,

W: Palest'een', Chio. The date is April 25, 1966; time, 5:05 PM. Discussing Officer
luston's "chase" with Dale Spaur and Barney Neff on April 17, 1966. Now, we just

read this statement through, and I'm going to cross out, "from Rochester,™ at the end
of it, because the Colonel wasn't from Rochester, that you were to call; the call

was f£rom Rochester.

H: The call came f£rom the Rochester Police Department.

W: I'll x that out. (Does so.) Did you hear any noise vwhen this went over, wayne?
H: No. The enly, like I say, the only time that I was out of my car, when I could,
was when I was, first started the chase. And I heard no noise at that time at all.

W: (Presents a copy of UPI release on USAF conclusion) Wonder if you'd mind reading
that out loud, just for the record on the tape.

i: “he Air Force thinks the Ravenna Deputy Sheriff chased a satellite or the planet,
Venus, when he pursued what he said was an unidentified flying object in a patrol car
last Sunday. An Air Force report released Friday said another UFO photographed in

the town of Mantua eight miles north of Ravenna also was Venus. The double image

that showed on the £ilm was probably due to processing defects. The lawman who pursued
what he thought was a UFO was Deputy Sheriff Dale F. Spaur. He reported that he and

his partner chased the object at high speeds for about ninety minutes into Pennsylvania,.
The Air Force thinks what Spaur saw was a satellite passing overhead. when it appeared,
they said, he focused his eyes on Venus. The report noted that Venus was rising in

the southeast and was brighter than any star in the sky. On the same dgy Spaur

staged the chase, Police Chief Gerald Buchert of Mantua Chio spotted and photographed
an object which locked like two table saucers put together.

W: That's the end of the article. That was the entire press release. tuhat do you
think of that?2

H: I'm not too familiar with the stars, and so forth, but I don't think it was.
I don*t think that the characteristiecs of.it, and through scme of the people I*ve
talked to, they said it was impossible for it to be anything like that.

W: GWhat would you say about your own sighting, that disproved this star idea?

H: well, I cauldn’t understand its changing its course the way it did, if it was a
star; I don't think it's characteristic of them to do that, plus its slowing down and
picking up speed, I don’t, I don't understand that. Like I told you before, Spaur
really got a better view of it than any time that I did. He stated to me, or he made
the remark to me, that it was running right along the road, alongside of him, at one
time. Well, I was never that close to it. The closest I ever was to it was, I guessed
it approximately eight to nine hundred feet overhead, that I was the closest to it o
at any time., i

Ww: what was it doing? When you saw that?

H: It was going right down the road, probably eighty miles an hour ground speed,
'Cause that's about the speed that Spaur said when I jumped in my cruiser, to come
after Spaur, why, he said he was running between eighty and etghty lE‘:;_va_m:.lez];: an hotér.
nd I know it took me_ a distance of, well, I didn't measure it at the time wasn '

Qginlzinxgwab;&t measuring anything, But I know it took me some distance to catch up

to Spaur from a dead start.




Second page -- complete tramscript, interview, Weitzel -- Iuston

W: when you first saw this thing, did you have to move your head at all, to watch it?

H: well, I was standing more or less sideways, looking over one shoulder, and I
watched it go by, well the thing was, of course it was only just a matter of seconds,
until it was by, and I was in my cruiser, and starting the pursuit with Spaur. But it
was traveling fast, I know it was traveling fast; I*ve worked enough traffic that I

know, you stand on the side of a road and you see a car going by eighty miles an hour,
you don't have much time to look at ite

W: You gave a description of this before, and I*ve written it up here, but I wonder
1f.in.ycur own words you could give it?

H: It's hard to describe., I noticed, the way you‘*ve written it up there, it’'s a
"squashed" ice cream cone; it looked like to me, the best I can describe it, 1like an

ice cream cone, me scoop of ice cream, that part of it had melted, and kind of run
down flatter; =

W: OK, I*ll change that wording then. "Squashed' to "melted”., (Does so.{Later.)

H: But as far as the come part now, I domn't think that was a solid substance; it looked
more like, it looked more to me like light rays, or some kind of light like you*d flash
a flashlight in fog, or smoke, or something, coming down from the bottom of it.

w: Wwas that fairly accurate, how I described that, now?

Hy Right.

wi: OK. Have you heard from any other people, that were interested in this sighting,
to interview or interrogate you in any way?

H: No; I*ve had, not too much of that as I*ve had a couple of letters from the local
school, newspaper editors, the Kiwanis there in East pPalestine, wanted me to came and
talk at one of their Kiwanis meetings, but other than that, that's about it nowe.

W: Has any official agency contacted you or interviewed you?

H: No. No.

w: Did the Air Force call you up?

H: No. I haven*t talked to the Air Force at all.

W: How do you feel about the Air Force ‘s saying this?

H: I feel that they know more than what they're telling the public., what their reason
for that is, I don‘'t know, But I think that the Thited States is too smart, and too

aggressive to let samething like this be going on without probing into it and knowing
a bit more than they're telling the public.

W: Now I*‘m going to change this word, "Squashed".to *partly melted". I want this to,
be just as accurate as it can be. (Makes changes.)

H: There's one other mistake on there, where you have he used my name, "wayne* on
the radio; it was “OV-1", That was my car call letters. Any time that we carried
communications between car to car it was “gV-1 to P-13.™ OV-1 or p-15.

W: OKe (Mkes changes,)



Third page =- complete transcript, interview, weitzel -~ Huston

H: Because until we stopped in Rochester -- or in Conway =-= he had no idea what I
looked like and I had no idea what he looked like. We were talking car to car, and
that was it.

W: 'This was off of Tom Schley*s notes directly, on that one. That would be oh vee
dash one?

H: Ma hmm, That's the Bast Palestine car.
W: How's the public around here taking this, when they talk to you?

H: It*s pretty well quieted down, now., The public was awful curious over it, I -=
every place you would go, or no matter where you go, why, they want to ask questions
about it, and what I feel, and so on and so forth.

W: Has anybody harassed you, or made fun of this?

H: No, nothing other than, close friends, or they kid you about it, but, =~ I got
a .ecall, last night, from a woman that, she said that she got a letter from her
daughter. Her daughter's in Knoxville, Tennesgee, and there was a pretty good

write up in the Knoxville, Tennessee newspapers. She wanted to call and tell me
about it.

W: Has anyone else told you that they saw it, or have you heard about anyone who
saw it?

H: No, not too much, no. There hasn't been, I don't think anyone told me they saw
it, a lot of people told me they wished they had seen it. That they was up that time
of morning, and they wished they had been outside, or samething to that effect.

w: what was that you 'said in there, about if one of these came over again? (Reference
to previous statement.)

H: 1It‘s been a nuisance to me, really, I mean, I*ve been harassed so much on it;
like I say, 1 work two jobs, I work midnight turn. And for three nights, three days,
I didn't get any sleep. Because they, that telephone was ringing continually, and
they wouldn *t only call once; they'd call twice, they‘'d call three times; my wife
was trying to take the phone calls, trying to keep them off my back so I could get
some sleep, I was still working; ———

w: IEf we‘re taking too much time up, please tell us, but I don't think this will
take more than ten more minutes. ("Us'"™ -- weitzel and Tom Schley, Beaver County Times)
(Types. Huston draws sketch, signs papers.)

Muston's statement to NICAP composed partly of notes taken by Tom Schley on April 17;
rest, Weitzel's phone call to Huston from Ohio April 20.)

W: Did you ever see any projection on the object?

H: 1I'e told people I did. At one time == but I'm not real sure. At one time I
thought that I -- just when we was coming out of Bridgeport (Bridgewater -- W) into
Rochester, where you get into that mass, bunch of bridges dom there. I thought I
saw a projection caming out of it here on the right hand side. But I just got one
glimpse of it, I glanced at it once and I had to look right back to the rocadway again.
That's the only time that I saw it. But when I had my closest view to it, I didn't
see anything like that,



Pouith page -- complete transeript, interview, weitzel -- Huston

W: was this cone down here tilted to the back, or the right, or left, or what?

H: Seemed like it was tilted toward the rear. ‘*Course my sketch don't show it
too much that way. (Signs sketch; weitzel reproduces on stt, for second signature.)
I haven't talked to Spaur since that morning. (Long pause before this sentence.)

W: Mn hmm. Sign real heavy at the bottom. You haven't talked to him at all since
that moming?

H: I called him one night, and it was his night off. And I haven't had a chance, I --
we're undermanned down here, at East Palestine now, and a man on vacation,

W: (Adjusting sheets; Huston signing papers.) Now, would you mind if any of this
information got into the press, or would you prefer it be kept confidential?

H: I*d rather keep it out. If at all possible.

W: Do you mind if any of it gets into a hearing in Congress, or to any Congressmen
who might be interested in the conflict between the Air Force's testimony and yours?

H: As far as I'm, as long as I™m not too much involved. 1I%11l tell you the reason
wvhy I say this: there's quite a hassle down at East Palestine right now on me
leaving the city unprotected., I don't know what's going to came out of it. It's

in the air down there, but I don't know what's going to come out. I == our local
newspaper kicked me pretty hard for leaving the city umprotected, and, it's starting
to quiet down now, at f£irst I thought that I was going to be in trouble, but it's
starting to quiet down now; I wouldn't like anything to rile it back up again.

W (Preparing stt to this effect.) Wwe're concerned that other people are not
concerned enough, that you could do something like this and get taken to task for it.
We consider that it was not only helpful, it was vital, of vital importance that you
did chase this and can add your testimony to the other officers'. What we're trying
to do is to change the public attitude toward this so people won't, number one, be

taken to task for investigating it, and number two, have to look into it in the first
place.

Schley (approaching car): 1Is it OK now?
W: Yes, everything is all over,
H: 1Is that all you needed from me?

W: Yes, and if you can wait half a second, I'll give you a copy of that newspaper.
(Gets copy. Recorder turned off,)
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STATIMENT BY JACK E. CRAMER, SR,., CONCERNING UFO SIGHTING APRIL 17, 1966, CHASE FROM
PR TAGE COUNTY, OHMIO, TO CONWAY, PA,

\

1 was the radio operator on duty that night, in Salem, Ohio, in Columbiana County. At

a little after 5:00 aM, I heard traffic from Portage County. A patrol car, P-13, reported
seeing a 1light in the air, about 40-60 feet off the ground, with a shape; that is, the
bostom of this object was lighted, so bright it was hard to look at. The Portage County
base radio operator told him to follow it, when it began to move. From the traffic over
my radio in Salem, I got the following picture:

The object, with P-13 in pursuit, traveled generally east or south, first along Rte. 224
to Deerfield, where 14 couples with 224, It continued east , turning south at the edge
of Canfield, still on 14, now on 46 also. Continued south to the edge of Columbiana, then
east agadin, still on 14 and 46, It (they) followed 14 all the way to the state line, then
(as I understand) into Pennsylvania on 51, Radio traffic from the cruiser, P-13, was clear
until between Unity, Ohio, and the state line.

Several times, when the pursuit car could not keep up, the object appeared to stop and wait
for them, This haoppened at ZH¥ Deerfield, at the edge of Canfield, perhaps at the inter-
section of 534 and 14 (not too sure about this loeation), and where 165 intersects 14,

at the edge of Columbiana.

The ocaupants of P-13 described the object as too bright to look at, and said they were
partly frig bte,xed. When Portage Base station siggested shooting at the object, they

sald it was nothing like they had ever seen before. At 165, the object went straight

and ome occapaxu suggested sending jets, or having jets sent up, after it., About 5 (five)
"li*).ll"“-’s afterwards, Patrolmen Lonnie Johnston and,-f=beifewes Shinadedon, on a hill

near town, watched two jets f£ly near another obJect in the sky. L? Qaj %‘_%

cupantg who was driving P-15 deseribed a noise associated, apparently, with the
; like a humming noise from a washing machine. I do not know whether he meant, all
me, or just at one or more times. He repdrted, after it got light, that a wire scemed

to be coming from the object. After it got light, the object appeared dimmer, relatively,
They (the occupants of P-13) reported that they were traveling between 80 and 100 miles an
hour.

, +1

d the radio of the Lisbon Sheriff *s Office say that a cruiser from E. Palestine was
waiting at Unity.

in a military or a civilian capacity. I have not discussed this with any representative
U. 3. Air Force or anyone working in any way with aircraft, or airport personnel.

P, e M.,/ Witnessed J"/ M @’ u";’j‘&;j

O s 4 (and typedy ;
rete)/ i 27 2 G y N1.CHP
¥ A firinatolysaf onted fuckfinding lody soxving lhe national fublic indorest

ne from any government investigative agency has talked with me concerning this sighting,

7
N S




PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH JACK E, CRAMER, SR., RADIO OPERATOR WITH
SALEM, CHIO POLICE DEPARTMENT: TAPED APRIL 27, 1966 (W: weitzel C: Cramer)

w: Did the object, did he describe it as wobbling, or perfectly level, or what?

C: No, he just, uh, way I got it, it would raise, and then take off straight.

It wuld go so far, it seemed like, and, the way he was telling it, it would more
or less wait until they got there, because it was, they couldn‘*t keep up with it;
and as soon as they would get up underneath it, or where they could see it right

good again, why, zooh, it would take off, No, he didn't say anything about it

W: vhen it stopped, md seemed to wait for them, did it come down and wait, or
did it wait at the same altitude?

C: No, the same altitude, the way I understood him to say; I never heard him say
it come down at all; it was always, it would go straight up, and then take off,

W: 1 see.
C: He said it didn't level up; he said that it went straight up.

W: How many times do you think it actually had stopped? During the entire chase
that you heard on the radio?

C: well, let's see, it seems to me it was at Deerfield, that would be one, and I'™m
not sure whether he said there at 534 and 14 or not (near Berlin Center); I know he
did at Cafield, and at 165*, I believe, was the three times that I heard him say it
appeared to stop and wait on him. Now he may have said it down here at this inter-
section, down by Oolumbiana, but I'm not sure about that. Because that was getting
out of range, too, to hear, It was at least three times, I'm sure, that he said it
acted like it was stopped and waiting on him. And it would rise, a little bit, each
time that it stopped. And it went up to about a thousand foot there at 165; that's
when he mentioned about the jets from Youngstown. That's where it went up to a
thousand foot; he said it looked like it was about a thousand foot,

W: The driver mentioned that? what did he say again, about the jets?

C: Te was talking to his dispatcher, and he said, "Do you suppose you could get some
jets out at Youngstown,™ he said, "Boy, that thing*s really going up in the air,"

he said, "it must be about a thousand foot now."” there it had been around, oh, I
suppose, fram Berlin Center, down to there, down to five hundred feet., Or as near
as he could judge it, that is, you know; it's a little hard to judge, I have an idea,

W: Okay, uh, now: Could we -- I have the thing starting out here at Atwater, and
I'd like to make a list of the tumms it made, onto different routes, so I can
describe its "itinerary," so to speak.

C: Yeah. well, that was on 224, And then at Deerfield, it was 224 and 14, See,

14 comes into 224 at Deerfield. And then, of course, that's still going west, it
hadn't made any turns. i

W: Going west?

C: Going east, I mean. It hadn't made any turn at Deerfield, It didn't mdke any |
turn until it got there at, just at the edge of Canfield. And that's when it turmed :
south. And come down to the, Columbiana.... That's 14 and 46, then, 'cause 224 goes ‘.
straight east, And it come down to the edge of Columbiana, and that igstill 14 and 46,
and it went east then, off of 14 and 46, and 46 would end down at Rt.7, and 14 would
cmtinue to the pennsylvenia line.

* 165 crossing here due east, not £arther south.



PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH DAVE BROTHERS, COLUMBIANA CTY,, OHIO,
SHERIFF'S DEPUTY: TAPED April 27, 1966: (w: Weitzel B: Brothers)

B: I don't know what time it was, but I started listening to it on the radio when
that Portage County Deputy was following down Rt. 14, I was out on Rt. 14(A) west
of Salem, and I was under the opinion that they was coming in . on‘l4 into Salem,
but they was on northern 14, and they came into Canfield, I didn‘*t realize the
speed that he was running, so I turned to the east and started chasing after them,
But the speed they were running, I couldn‘t catch up; I was about two or three
minutes behind it all the time. But about all I saw in the sky was, I did see
three airplanes, which was denied in the newspaper, that there was no airplane;

I saw the three planes, and they were going in the same direction, east, into
Pennsylvania; and the planes left a little vapor trail, but they weren't jetS..ee
They were rumning too slow for jets, because I was keeping up to them.... I could
make out the image of what they were, airplanes. And I only saw one jet, but that
was farther east, and it looked like he was, he was coming west, and he just turned
around and went back east, because you could see this vapor trail, when he turned

around and went east. But other than that, I never spotted that object they were
chasi.ng....

W: Wwhat kind of traffic did you hear on your radio?

B: Well, it all started up in Portage County, is where he spotted this thing off
to the left, and he said that this thing was a bright light, and it was only about
forty feet off the ground, as I remember when it first started. And he said he was
going to follow it, and it went straight up, and it started -~ I don't know what
route it took until it hit Rt, 14 up here. But he hit Rt. 14, and he said he was
coming into Deerfield, then he said he was going into Canfield, and it made a turn
to the south at Canfield, and it came down Rt, %6, and it came into Columbiana,

and made a turn to the east on Rt. 14 again and headed into Pennsylvania. And it
just followed the highway perfect, At all the time.

“W: You heard that on your radio? You heard them talking about it, when they first
saw it?

BS d‘, Yeah- Yea-hooo;

W: Can you give me an account, beginning at the start, in as much detail as you
can remember, and you can backtrack if you have to, of what you heard on your radio?

B: Well, like I say, when it first started, I couldn't hear the Portage County car,
he was too far away for our mobile units. But Portage County was kind of joking with
him, at first; I remember them saying, "Don't blow your siren and don't scare the
thing, to, don't do nothing to agitate it," is what they said., But then you could
see it was getting pretty serious, and this guy was serious. And he followed it,

and he said, "It's just off to my left, anywhere from a thousand to two thousand feet,
It's a bright object." Now, he tried to describe it a couple times, but I don't
remember whether he said it was cone-shaped, more or less, with the cone pointing
down, and the whole underside of it was illuminated; real bright light. and I
renember him saying -- now this is all I heard on the radio -- he was, Portage Cty.
car, was telling back to the base, that at one time, there, it 1it up the highway.
when this started, originally, it was still dark., By the time they got over to the
Pennsylvania line, it was getting dawn. And then they could still see ite.

W: when did it Tight up the highway?

B: Well that would have been when it first started. That was before I could hear his
car, see,




Second page =- partial transcript, interview, weitzel -- Brothers

W: Did he repeat that observation, when you heard that over your radio?

B: Mn hmnm, Yeah. When he was talking to =- he, he kept, this Portage Cty. car,

he was pleading for help, for someone else to make sure they see this thing, so they
didn't think he was nuts, And as it worked out, we missed him, but Wayne Huston in
Palestine was waiting there at Unity, and Huston saw the same thing. and Huston
followed the same thing that this other car was following.

W: where were they, when you first had radio contact from their cruiser?

B: The first time I talked to him, he said he was crossing Rt. 14 and 534, is where
he said he was at. And that's when I started talking to him. (Berlin Center).

And that's when he said he was still headed west, or east, on Rt. 14, anywhere from
85 to 110 miles an hour sometimes, see. So we're waiting %‘zght outside of Salem
here, waiting to see this thing, waiting to see this thing, and the next thing he
said, "we‘'re just coming into Canfield." So that left me out. But right away we
turned and we went as fast as we could, and we knew where he would came out at
Canfield, in Columbiana. And he said he's headed south on 46 out of Canfield, and
we called for Columbiana police, to be waiting for him there, and the Columbiana
police, he ran uptown to get himself a camera. And this thing was running so fast
that it hit Columbiana and was out of Columbiana before that cruiser got back down
there.

W: Who was in that cruiser, that went up to get the camera?

B: Patrolman Jack Haines, in Columbiana.... I was just leaving Salem, and he said
he was on 46, leaving Canfield, going south, and I'11l, I*d say it wasn't two minutes,
he said he was crossing Rt. 165, so he was really running. There was no way possible
we could catch up, to see this thing. But East Palestine was copying it all, and
"their cruiser was waiting up there, in Tnity, and I know they both went all the way
down into Pennsylvania on 51, and they observed the thing the whole way down, and I
also heard them say they lost it, going down 51 into Brady's Run Park.

W: You heard them, on your radio, say that?
. /stil% 5
B: Yeah. They were talking car to car, see, and I could/monitor it.

W: Could you tell me more or less verbatim, what they said, or as good as you can
remember it?

B: well, that Portage County car, when Unity, or the East Palestine car was waiting
in Unity, he says, "where's it at?" and he said, *"Look right off to your left, by
your left window post, and you'll see it up in the sky." Then he looked, and he
says, "I see it.™ So that's when he followed it, too. and it still traveled at the
same speed, like I say, when it got down into Brady'‘'s Run, I heard either East
palestine or P-15 say they lost it.... They come through into the clearing and
said, "There, it's waiting on us.... here in Freedom."” And I heard East Palestine
radio back, to call Chippewa Township State Police Barracks, in rennsylvania, but
they didn't have no car out. So the next car they made contact with was in Conway.
And vhat happened after Conway I don't know,

w: when did you finally lose radio contact?

B: well, after they got down in there, I don't know exactly where I quit hearing them,
I kept hearing East Palestine cruiser give the Portage County car directions on where

to turn, and everything; but I don't know where they was at, presume thiy in
East Rochester, Then I didn't hear no more from them until’ they come bac 3 we

talked it over in Unity again. That was about 10 after 7, I suppose.
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W: And what hgppened there?

B: Wwell, that*s where the East Palestine car and the Portage Cty. car, they
came back on the way to their base station; we, that's where I waited on then,
I didn't go down into Pennsylvania, I could see there was no use in me chasing
this thing. I waited for them to hear their story when they come back,

W: what did they tell you there?

B: About the same thing. Wwhat they saw, and everything. And I believed them,
because this one, from Portage Cty., he was all shook up. Wwas that Spaur? 1Is he
the regular Deputy? And they had that Auxiliary Deputy with them, I don't know his
name, He told me, he told me exactly, he deseribed it again, just as he did over
the air, the same thing I heard, see. ot

W: How do you mean, he was "shook up"? Was he shaking? Stuttering?

B: well, he said his stomach, "It gives you a funny feeling in your stomach,® he
said, by God, he‘'s never seen scmething like this before. And of course he told me,
"You're gonna think I'm lying," he said, "By God you're not gonna believe it."- I,

I believed him, myself,

W: was he shaking at all?

B: well, I don't think he had fright in him, But he was nervous, and I would be
nervous, too, driving at the speeds he was driving, to get there, see...o But
wayne Huston, he was pretty calm, and he felt the same way, he said, "By God, it
gives you a funny feeling to sece something like that.”

W: How well do you know Hustm?

B: Very well. But I don't know them other two Deputies at all.

W: How long has he been with the East Palestine Police?

B: About six and a half yearS.ee.e And I've been with him in a lot of tight pinches,
and he*s, he's nobody to back down on nothing. ¢e was, he was a little bit -~ now,

I say he was scared physically, it was just the feeling that they tried to describe
with, how this thing acted up.

W: what kind of descriptions did you hear on the radio, while they were chasing it?
B: I can't remember that, except that it was cone-shaped, and the cone was pointing
down, and I did hear them say that it loocks like about forty to forty five feet
across the top, But I don't know, uh, ==

W: Do you remember amything about a noise?

B: Oh, yeah; they did mention it had a steady humming noise. I heard them say that.
Just a hum, and I know he said it doesn't, it didn*t leave any vapor trail, or anything'
like thate And when it moved, I heard ‘em describe that, when it moved, it didn°'t
climb like an airplane, it either went straight up or it come straight down.

W: This huming noise: did he say that was with it all the time, or he heard it at
one time, or what? Did he use the word, "steady"?
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B: I*m not sure, he says it, I heard them say there was a humming noise, I don't
know which way it was, which way he meant it.

W: Could you hear a humming noise, over your radio?
B: Noe I was too far behind. The closest I got to them was four or five miles.

W: Could you hear anything over the radio about jet planes being sent up? Anyone
saying that they were, or that they were going to, or that they were trying to, or
anything of that sort? Any reference at all to jet planes. Or airplanes, being sent up.

B: Yeazh. Now, I don't remember whether it was Portage County base station, or
East pPalestine, but they definitely said there was a couple jet planes sent up, to
intercept this thing. And I also heard Huston talking to Portage County, that they
had, ~- he talked to some Colonel, or something, from the Air Force Reserve base, .
at pPittsburghe. Over the telephone.

wW: Huston talked with them?

B: Oeof them. At East Rochester, see. They talked to this guy over a telephone.
And this guy told muston that they had spotted it on radar. At one time,

W: Somebody told him?

B: Yeah. That they had an object on radar,.but they didn®t know what it waS.eee

I heard Portage County say something, they called the Youngstown Air Base about it,
and they had no planes available. They had no jets up there, or something to that
effect, see.sse But I definitely heard that rittsburgh sent up jets to intercept
it, and they were in the area. And I also heard Dale, this Deputy from Portage Ctye.
state, that a plane, one of the passenger planes flew right underneath this thing.
I don't know how much clearance there was., Wwhat I‘ve often wondered, is what them
planes were that I saw; and they're saying there wasn't aNyseese

W: BHe had heard that from his phone calll

B: vhoever he talked to over the telephone. They were supposed to have said,
"we have the object on radar, and we*ve sent planes up."™

e & & & o o ¢ o o o o

w: well, that's about as close as we've gotten, I guess, about that. Has anyone
from the Air Force talked with you at all? (radar & jets)

B: No.

W: Have you heard the explanation of this? That the Air Force gave?

B: Yeah} Yeah,

W: what do you think of that?

B: well, I don*t believe that: vy
W: Does it seem likely, from what you heard?

B: well, I myself, I would say it was impossible. For three people to chase a thing

like this, and then for them to say it's Venus., Myself, I think it*s silly; but I
don‘*t know what it is.



Fifth page -~ partial transecript, interview, Weitzel -- Brothers

W: I guess that®s all I have to ask you. If you hear anything else about this
I*d like you to get in contact with me.

B: 'The way they make you sound, you're better off not to.

W: what's that?

B: The way they make a fool out of you, you're better off not to.

W: Oh. You mean -~ who makes a fool of you?

B: Well, the things like they come up with, this 'chasing Venus"™, I think that®s

ridiculous, for cryin® out -- they ought to just say they don*t know, and be done
with it. But I don't, I don't know whether they know.

-~

w: (Termminates interview)
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ON AERIAL PHENOMENA
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:
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SKYLIGHT June 21, 1966

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE STATIMENT BY FRANK PANZANELLA, CONWAY, PA. POLICE

USMC (ReT.) DIRECTOR

May 18, 1966: At 5:20 A.M, stopped at Conway Hotel and had a cup of coffee.
I tha 1left the hotel coming down Second Avenue to llth Street and made a left
turn on 11th Street preceeded up the hill, Tooked to my right and saw a
shining object. I thought it was a reflection off of a plane. I got to Mickey's
Lounge on the top of the hill and I looked back and it wasn't moving so I turned the
police car around and came back down 1llth Street and went to Adamowski Service Station
on 10th Street and Route 65, I then got out of the police car and looked at the
object againe. I rubbed my eyes 3 or & times but didn't say anything to anyone
for the time being. I saw 2 other patrol cars pull up and the officers got &L out of
the car and asked me if I saw it. I replyed SAW WHAT! They pointed to the object
and I told them I had been watching it for the last 10 minutes. ‘The object was
the shape of half of football, was very bright and about 25 to 35 feet in diameter.
The object then moved out towards Harmony Township approximately a 1,000 feet high,
then it stopped then went straight up real f£ast to about 3,500 feet., I then called
the base station told the radio operator to notify the Pittsburgh Airport. He asked
me if I was sick., I told him if I was sick so were the other 3 patrolmen. The
operator got the airport om the line and told them what happened, he told them to
hold the line and in the meantime we kept watching the object and at that time a
passenger plane passed to the left about 1,000 feet below the object., e relayed
the message to the operator and he relayed it to the airport. The object continued
to go upward until it got as small as a ballpoint pen. Then we received a message
to make a phone call. Te prececeded to the Rochester Police Oepartment and made the
phone call, Officer Parr talked to someone and then we returned to Conway Police

» Department where I gave Officer Parr my name and gas for his police car to return
home, 'The object was in my sight from 5:20 A.M. to 6:15 A.M.

Patrolman Frank Panzanella

That is a statement typewritten and submitted to an investigator for the USAF on
May 185 1966. ‘The investigator asked me no questions, just took this typed stt.

I told Mr. Weitzel of NICAP the following on April 20, 1966: John Bieghey, the
Rochester Base Radio Operator, or a voice going into his microphone, said "They‘re
sending two upe." Also heard a voice saying the object was on radar. This voice

came over my police car radio. The radar report was heard before we saw the plane

fly under the object. I also saw two streaks of smoke or something in the sky,

like jet contrails, apparently coming in such a way that, ifi continued, the streaks
‘would have circled the object, The front of the growing streaks was to the object's
left, above the object, when I fiwst saw the object, it was about 3/4 inch across

at arm*s length (apparent size). After it receded horizontally to a new position,

it was about 1/16 inch apparent size. Relative to the moon, the object was quite
distant and to the left of the moon; I could not see the moon f£rom my position

at the Atlantic Station where the object was seen between two antennas in the

back yard across the street to the east. We all four watched the object shoot
straight up and disappear., I heard a whipping or swishing noise, like swishing a
piece of rope through the air, amd heard this sound only when the object moved ) ¥
(between hoverings)., teather conditions: clear day, no haze in the sky.| At &~ o0/

2. rl

the end of the sighting, the sun was up encugh toilluminate the hills to the north=
east, and I had no need of headlights. when we were into Freedom, I heard a |
police offiges Of BSCHOTL AN LU Ry 1l BT USRS Jen " 24 S€° w0 planes,
He called me on his own, not by my request. Correction: IGai:ataIillowski.. 2153 Ridge R4 ex,
Eis transmission was cut off by ground conditions through which he 266 = 2903,
could not transmit; voice faded and i)vent out,, Did not hear him say 7

§ 2 - e
he had seen the UFO. signeds /. o/ [ - A pate 4 -2/ & s

Topped - & i) NICA P .
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:
1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.
STATEMTNT BY FRANK PMZ@TELLA, CONWAY, PA. POLICEMAN, ABOUT
RELEASE OF INFORMATION GIVEN TO U.S.A.F. REPRESENTATIVE ON

APRIL 17, 1966 UFO SIGHTING -- THIS INFCRMATION WAS GIVEN TO

THE U.S.A.F, REPRESENTATIVE MAY 18, 1966 and is the only
infomation given a U,S,AF. representative by me, I do not
mind its being shown by the U,8.A.F. to any relisble UFO
investigator, such as the National Imvestigations Committee

on Aerial Phenomena representative, william weitzel, but prefer
that the information not be given by the U,S,A.F. to a news
representative, Signed, Frank Panzanella, June 21, 1966:

CQ/AA,/; . .K,M,MA G=9L0L 2. c/wﬁ Ae i€
: ~ Ty 2/21/6¢

Note on Panzanella®s interview by the U.S.A,F, representative: this man, whose
name Panzanella does not - recall, visited him in the Police Station late in the
afternoon of the 18th of May. He told Panzanella he had only about 45 minutes
to spend there, as he had to see Tvayne Huston the same afternoon. Panzanella
took longer than this to type his statement, and the interviewer said he would
see HMuston the next day instead, but he did not interrogate Panzanella at all;
he simply took the written statement.” He also told Panzanella he did not care
whether the statement was signed or mot. He told Panzanella this was not his
regular job (collecting UFO report information,) When Panzanella asked the
interviewer whether an object moving at supersonic speed in a vertical direction
would produce a sonic boom, the interviewer said he did not know. Panzanellat's
question was related to the rapid vertical departure of the April 17 UFQ at the
terminus of the sighting.

* The typed statement, that is.

Panzanella took me to the spot where he first observed the UFO after leaving his
car, He got his first good look at it as he was driving S,B., on 2nd Ave. in
Conway; it is this view he has reproduced in drawings as an oval with lights on
the bottom and a projection near one edge. This was a bottom view. He turned
off Second Zvenue, went about 4 bloeck to the Atlantic Station on Rte, 65, parked
his car at the S.W. corner of the station, got out, turned around, and saw the
object hovering to the east between two antennas in a backyard across the street.
He moved across the station to the eastern corner and watched the object hover
and the Deputies and Patrolman Huston pulled into the station and joined him.

It is his first . position from which this photograph shows him pointing.
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PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH PATROLMAN FRANK PANZANELLA, CONWAY,
PENNSYLVANIA POLICE: TAPED April 20, 1966 (W: weitzel P: Panzanella)

W: DNow, he called Greater Pittsburgh Airport (Bigghey did). Do you know whom he
talked to there?

P: No, he didn't tell me, He just says he was talking to the airport now, and they
had him hold onto the line, because he had the phone in his hand, and he heard the
operator telling the, telling the guy that the State Police were there, and that
they had it on the screen.

W: Was that the telephone opérator, or the, uh, which operator was that?

P: No. See, they had their phone open; they weren't talking to John. They didn‘t
have the mouthpiece covered and John heard it on the telephone.

W: who do you think the ‘operator was talking to, then?

P: I don't know, unless he was talking to that State Police up there; I don't knowe.
Up at the airport. Because John relayed the =- John heard it and he was telling me
right over the car radio, what they were doing up there.

W: OK, now how did the operator put this, do you remember, is this second-hand from
you that, uh, from what John heard, or did you hear this thing going on too?

P: No; I heard talking, and Dale and us, we were all standing by the car, we were
talking and watching it at the same time; I didn‘'t pay too much attention, because
the next day, when I talked to John over the phone f£rom the building, dovm here, I
said, "Did you see in the paper where the Greater pittsburgh Airport says they deny
having anything on the radar?" I said, *"what did they tell you?" BHe says, ‘No, I
heard it. They weren't talking to me, ' but he says he heard them talking to the
State Police up there, that they had it on the radar screen.

W: Do you think the operator up there was talking to the State Police?

23 1 think S0ee0e®

® @ & o & ©° & & 8 o

W: pid you see any other jet plames, or any other aircraft?

P: WwWe seen two streaks, and that was after we made the call, these two white streaks,
you know how your planes leave that at a high altitude? There were two- streaks out
there. Wwhat they were, I don*t knoW.... 7To its left toward the sunrise. And, a
matter of fact, Harmony, Economy Borough called in and said there was two planes

out there, but that's when we lost track of him, *cause he was down in a wvalley and
once he goes down in that valley, we can't pick him up.

W: OK, now, the trails were to the left of the object, and that would put them in
what position relative to the sunrise?

P: Going right toward the sunrise.se.. And that's when Dale told me they had two
trainers f£rom Ohio trailing it, now whether it was his planes out there, I don't know,
or from the airport, I don't know, either; that's something I couldn‘*t tell yocu.
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STATEMENT BY HENRY KWEATANOWSKI, ECONOMY BOROUGH POLICE, PA.,
CONCERNIMG UFO SIGHTED MORNING APRIL XZ& 17, 1966

on this morning, just before sunris¢, I heard radio traffic on a UFQ over Conway.
Then I e ard it was heading toward the sun. I was in Harmony Twp. Building. I
drove to Shafer Rd. and Rt. 989 and looked for the UFO. I could not see it at
first. I saw two jets going east, into the sun, Then I saw a bright, apparently
externally illuminated (by the sun) "squashed football"-shaped object traveling
behind the jets. It went in a line behind them, one jet in front of the other,
the UFQ third in line, It was a little above the jets. The jets were commercial
liners, I could see the windows. There were vapor trails, not contrails, from
the jets, nothing from the UFO. The three objects disappeared into the sun, in
about five minutes, I had been trying to get Frank Panzanella on the radio, and
he finally returned my call, after the object disappeared. I told him I saw two
jets and a UFO behind them. He did not return my call. The object did not appear
to have any irregularities on the surface; portholes or projections or bumpse.

No representative of any government or military agency has discussed this si.ghti.ng
with me, I did not report the sighting to anyone.

All three objects appeared to be in level flight throughout the sighting. 'The uro
- did not zig-zag or alter its distance from the jet in front of it. Their altitude

at the beginni.ng and ending of the UFO sighting was about 15 degrees,
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CABLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.
SKYLIGHT
MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE Apr:.l 28' 1966

UsMC (ReT.) DIRECTOR

STATEMENT (F LONNIE JOHNSON AND RAY ESTERLY, POLICE OFFICERS, CITY OF SALEM, OHIO
CONCERNING UFO CHASED BY SPAUR AND NEFF AND TMUSTON, APRIL 17, 1966 MCRNING.

The undersigned, Johnson and Bsterly, were on duty in Salem the morning of April 17.
Around 5:30 AM, we stopped into the station to see who would turn off the city lights.
% heard radio traffic on the UFO chase mentioned above, At the time we left the station
to look for the object, thinking it might pass near Salem, the pursuit vehicle had passed
BSA on 224 (Berlin Center), ‘Je went to Prospect Street partway dom the hill, when we
aw the object in the d:.stunce 2t an elevation of approximately 25° 5 estn_mated altituée
10 000 - 20,000 feet (Esterly’lo, Johnson hi). Actually, first we saw one jet, then the
Objt.C'L in front of it. We could see the jet, the exhaust space, and the contrail. The
jet secemed at the same altitude of the object, going (both) southeast, The jet seemed to
be pursuing the object. While we watched, for an estimated tiwe of no more than two
nminutes, we ¥ saw two more jets coming from behind, in the same direction, These two
had arcing contrails, either down or curved hor:.zo-ztally. The object was (Esterly) less

then 3 or even (Johnson) 1 mile(s) away, in front of the first jet. The other two were
about 10 miles bacdk.

o jeet was a bright ball, about 5 (five) times the size of the jet behind it. 1Its
r was reddish orange, perhaps from sky reflection. Brighter than the planes. W& could
r no noise from the object, nor fram the jets. The object's brightness did not vary.

d three jets.) The UFO appeared to be in level flight all the time while we watched it.
vhen we cane in, the pursuit vehicle reported :u_s location as near (the object was above)
Firestone Farms, east of Columbiana,

We returned to the Salem Police station when the four objects flew out of view (the UFO

a1

Yeither one of us has been contacted concerning this sighting by any repzesentative of the
U. S. Alr Force, or sy government representative, or any officials whatever interested in
this sighting, except the people we work with, in the Police Stati

. y Xora .
Date 2z P 7 \\ 75 b Signature /[ /// //n it \//'/“/,v,/ﬁ L

7 -

Witnessed ”'//'";/f—'-*;:f{i’"r/ 2 22 /7 i <:7:/ Signature /'//77/ n/ / Ehral
ALIE.F 2 : g

K74 /meMW /nw%ménf My Aem&'ny the nalional Méa endlexest
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

el s WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036 ADMINIETRATIVE OFFICES)
CABLE ADDRESS: 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.
SKYLIGHT

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE
USMC (ReT.) DIRECTOR

April 28, 1966

STATEMENT BY LT. RIGIARD M., WHINNERY, SALEM, CHIO POLICE, AND JACK E. CRAMER, RADIO
OFERATR, SALEM, OHIO POLICE, CONCERNING UFO (SAME ONE?) CHASED FROM OHIO TO P"'\INDYDVANIA
ON APRIL 17, 1966 AM.

rsigned, were in the Salem Police Station on April 17, 1966, listening to
UFO being chased from Portafe County, Chio, into Pemnsylvania (as we later
t is, the conclusion to the sighting by Deputids Spaur and Neff), At about

We, the under
traffic on a
learned, tha

6:30 AM, a Voice broke into our receptz.on of nomal calls, saying something like the
following: (iappened abt, ten min. before Johnson and Esterly returned from watching jets
following a UFO going southeast, presumably the one being chased,)

"I'm going‘ down to take a look at it" (couple of seconds later) “I* m/réo’ve it, and it?s
about 45 feet (forty five) across™ ™something trailling behind it* "like a ball of fire"®
Wwe are not sure of the identity of the voice. No U,S. Air Force representative has seex{‘ USe
We did not hear any other description of this object by this voice. The reception of this
voice sounded louder than our normal reception. The frequency was most likely 39.58 me,

but perhaps 155 me. Not sure AM or FM, but receiver is Motorola Model rrﬁlm{/ﬁﬁfw
Model # LO "m‘b - 1102A, Serial # E95161, Phtent, # (latest) 3,101 441«

Date /25 /"/ Slgx}ature /}/A'/—Cwbr‘/ V4 ~d /J/PV/WW’

Wit // 4 y/; Levary B ’44 }/ Signature \,%&(‘éjg ///z’z(,/\//

e //,;Q%Z/:.;ﬂw{/)

Note by W. Weitzel: Johnson and Esterly had just
radioed in that they had seen jets
following the object,

Correction to above testimony: read "5:30" instead of "6:30" for time of reception of
voice. Correction apm.oved by the undersigned and witnessed.

b
witnessed ;/’//. Et o /J) ///_7( 7— / Signed 7%/

A — 2
Date 4/ V""'/ = g/ /7 KZ(about 1 hour later than above tyo )




PARTIAL TRANSCRIZT OF INTERVIEW WITH LT. RICHARD WHINNERY, SAIEM, OHIO POLICE:
TAPED APRIL 28, 1966 (wW: weitzel R: whinnery)

w: Now what did you hear over the radio?

R: This marning, the morning that they were chasing, Portage County was chasing this
£lying object, it broke in on our frequency, after our boys had called in and said
that the jets were behind it, there was something that broke in on our frequency

and the one guy said, "“I'm going down to take a look at it." And then he called
back just a couple seconds later and he says, "I'm over -- I‘m on -- I*'m above it,
and it*s about forty five feet in, across." And then he said samething about
something trailing behind it, then that was the last we heard, But it was just
momentarily that it broke in on our radio frequency.

W: Did anybody identify themselves?

R: No. Just that they had told us that the jets were chasing it. That they could
see their vapor -=

W: was the signal loud, or clear, or --

=

Right.

W: Wwas it garbled?

R: No. It was real loud and clear, I mean, you could distinguish it, real 'loud.
It*s -- it was louder than what it usually comes in, because we're used to hearing
these other stations. And this one, whoever it was, said, "I'm going down to take
a look at it," and then when he called back in, he sounded like he was real excited.
And he says, "It*s about forty five feet across,"

w: Did he say how close he'd gotten to it?

R: No, he said, “I'm right above it."

W: *"Right above it."

: '"Right above it."™ And then they said the next day that they didn*t even have any
planes in the air. .

Did he say anything about hearing a noise from it, anything like that?

=

R: No. Nothing like that. Just that he above it, and it was about forty five feet
across.

W: Any other description, about the object sticking out of it?
R: Just that there was, it was trailing samething, And that was all he said.
W: It was trailing saonething?

R: Right. It was trailing soamething. ILike a ball of fire, or something.e.ee - ast
It was just shortly after they had called and said that they were following -= you know, |
that they could see the stream from the jets following it. And then, it came in real
clear. And it was louder than what we usually get over here.... I*ve never heard the
voice before. Beeause usually we ean tell; thé enés around this area; beecause we lmow
most of the guys around here persenaily, But this eamé in ¥eal loud and real cieaw,

And then that £irst time, he said, "I'm §oi.ng down and take a look at it.* Then he
said, "I'm above it," and he sounded rea excited, and "It's about 45 feet across."”



NOTES OGN P~13 SIGHTING TERMINUS

There is a possibility that the UFO observed here, over Economy Borough (the
Northern Lights Shopping Center area) is a different one from that chased,
Frank Panzanella's description is a bit different from that offered by the
deputies and Wayne Huston, although these officers believed the object they
observed until the end, was the same as that chased. Panzanella‘'s description
may be, however, that of a "“cooled off" UFO whose relatively flat bottom was
now visible; he did see a dome-shaped top, or opposing surface. Wnfortunately,
the object hovered at a distance too great to make out great detail. The
projection, or a projection, was visible in this last phase, however.

The Kwiatanowski sighting, likewise, may or may not be the pP-13 UF0. It appeared
oblong, and did not seem self-illuminated, Note that while Kwiatanowski judged
the UFO to be at about the same distance as the jets, and could see windows on
the aircraft, he could see no features on the UFO.

Kwiatanowski s sighting seems to have lasted about as long as it took Frank
Panzanella to see the deputies off, wait for the UF0O's return, receive a call
about telling the other officers to call the airport, and nearly reach them.
He estimated this to be about three minutes., 'There is room for conjecture that
the p-13 object left the area and went after the jets Kwiatanowski observed.

Regarding the position of Venus relative to the moon: David webb, NICAP Investigator -
in Alliance, Chio, writes the following:

’ Yenus rose at 3:35 am EST and was very bright in the SE sky at magnitude ~4,0 at
midmonth., It reached greatest western elongation on April 6 and greatest
brilliancy on March 1 (magnitude -4,5). The moon passed very close to Venus on
the morning of April 16 and Venus was south of the moon. :

Neither Mars nor Jupiter was in the morning sky.

Saturn rose at 4:10 am EST, was 19° from the Sun, faint (magnitude 1.4).
Binoculars would probably be necessary to see it,

The moon was at last quarter on April 12 at 11:29 pm; new moon occurred on April 20,
at 3:36 pm. On April 17 the moon would have been a thin crescent nearly 27 days
old. As near as I can determine, the cusps would have pointed south. Note that
Spaur saw a bright point of light to the south of one of the cusps; this corresponds
to the position of Venus almost exactly! ~This is a point which, I feel, cannot be
belabored too much due to the erroneous AF conclusion. Evidently Spaur and Neff
very assuredly saw the moon, Venus, and the UFQ at the same time, and, hence, the
UFO could not possibly be Venus, period. ’

Twilight began about 3:45 am EST on the 17th,
Sunrise was at 5:20 am EST.

The Pittsburgh Subcommittee of NICAP is still investigating rumors of a photograph
taken in Conway of the P-13 UF0O. Someone was apparently bragging of this at the
Croatian Club in Freedom, and at the Baden American legion. I have checked both
places myself and could not dig up anything, but someone who saw the man is still
trying to find him. He reportedly called the Army and was told to send them the®
undeveloped negatives., The citizens in this area are reluctant to discuss the
UFO topic, and reportedly heaped ridicule on the man when he made his claims,

Mo and Mrs, Taylor reported a UFO in the Conway area April 17 morning, but theirs
flew by at 4:30 am EST; the sky was still dark. Not much detail.
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DISCUSSION OF JET PLANE AND/OR RADAR INVOLVEMENT WITH UFO

Early news bulletins indicated that one of two trainer jets sent
from Youngstown had buzzed the UFO and heard a humming noise, and
that jets from Greater Pittsburgh Airport had tried unsuccessfully
to approach the slow-moving object. A voice on Frank Panzanella's
radio, which operates on a frequency different from those used
(39.58, 155.xx mc) in Ohio, said, "They have it on radar, and they're
sending two up." Panzanella claims Beighey (Rochester rolice Radio
Operator) overheard someone at Greater Pittsburgh Airport making
this statement, when he was waiting to report the UFO. Columbiana
County Deputy Sheriff Brothers heard a similar report on his Ohio
radio. The report to Salem, Chio base of an observation of three

. jJets chasing a UFQ in Spaur's direction was immediately followed

by what seemed to be a pilot's comment on the object.

Major Hector Quintanilla denied that any radar or jet involvement
was reported to him, At his May 10 hearing in Portage County, he
promised to look into it further, asking specific questions. No
word from him on this, despite a follow-up letter. Lt, Stephen
Paquette, Oakdale Missile and Radar Station, in charge of handling
UFO reports there, said he had heard nothing about jets, but may
not have anyway; their radar may not have electronically "noticed™
the UFO if it were as low as he had heard. But no radar reports
at Oakdale. The FAA log at Greater Pitt is negative.

Panzanella and Spaur both noticed jets apparently changing course
in the vicinity of the UF0, toward the terminus of the chase. 1In
Iconomy Borough, Patrolman Henry Rwaitanowski saw a football-shaped
UFQ chasing (or following) two jets, after the P-13 UFOQ disappeared,
which may have been the same jets observed by the other witnesses.

I checked in person at Sheriff's Office Base Radio Stations in

‘Portage, Columbiana, and Mahoning Counties, the Youngstown Police

Department, Salem Police Department, and Chippewa Barracks, renn-
sylvania State rolice.® Could not track down the source of rumors
(and signed statements) about jet or radar reports. John Beighey,
Rochester Police Radio Operator, denies hearing jet or radar reports
such as panzanella mentions, and is reluctant to discuss the event.
panzanella claims something may have come via phone-microphone, if
Beighey had his button down; but there is still a conflict between
Beighey's and Panzanella's testimony. (* Also OSP Canfield)

Two points may allow considering the possibility of the Salem Police
receiver picking up uhf signals from a jet plane. (1) According to
Jim Hillman, ggh. Subcommittee member, disruption of the frequency
multiplier circuit often used in uhf transmitters, may cause a lower
frequency broadcast. (2, As Spaur was nearing the Pennsylvania
border, at least two listeners, including Robert Wilson, Portage
County Deputy Sheriff, Radio Operator, Spaur's voice became squeaky.
At this time Spaur experienced trouble with his squelch circuit.
This was in the vicinity of the area where the UFO made a left turn.

Although these points are no basis for deductive proof of UFO EM
effect, that possibility is consistent, or may be, with them. The
possibility of reception of a normally different-frequency trans-
mission, therefore, should not be ruled out altogether.

Regarding lack of radar reports, AFR 200-2, RAM invisibility, and
the good old ad hoc EM effect should not be overlooked. On the
other hand, it may be just as well to accept the U, S, Air Force's
(perennially) final word on this subject.




SUMMARY: INITIAL PHASE OF INVESTIGATION OF P-13 UFO "CHASE" APRIL 17, 1966

April 17: Teard radio report of chase. Called WJAS, being in Pittsburgh, to

get scme details. Reports of shape of object varied. Ice cream cone, double

plates, sphere, Called several Subcommittee members but most were unavailable.
Robert Schmidt was tied up with previous coumittments and had to stay home, but

he and his wife agreed to act as filter center. William Jasulaitis, Subcommittee
candidate, said he could go to Conway, and might get radiation counter. Tom Schley,
Beaver County Times "“UFO reporter", was on his way to investigate this case., Bob
Schmidt called back with report of Buchert photo. Said it was being held for the
federal govermment. Called Mantua Police; Sgt, Klein said the chief (Gerald Buchert)
would meet me in Ravemna in 25 hours., Curt Shaw, Subcoumittee member, agreed to
drive to Ravenna with me. I was unable to contact either David wWebb in Alliance,

or Prof. Mendenhall, Pennsylvania Unit #2 Chairman. Richard Hall knew of no other
nearby investigators. Tom Schley called, said he would be in Ravenna later todaye.
Bill Jasulaitis said he and Henry Kalapaca, another Subcomittee candidate, would
meet me in Ravenna with radiation counter. Shaw and I left in separate cars, to
travel via Chio Turnpike. On way to Ravenna, NBC Monitor reported that a federal
investigative team f£rom Pittsburgh was on the way, called the "National Investigative
Committee on Asrial Fhenomena', headed by William weitzel. I debated pulling off
the Turnpike to call in a correction, decided to do so in Ravenna, before next

news broadcast, to avoid further telephone confusion.

Arrived in Ravenna about 4:45 PM EST. Neither Jasulaitis nor Schley had arrived.
Shaw was there., We talked in Detective Ieland's office. Chief Buchert had four

8x10 enlargements of the "UFQ", but preferred not to release them to anyone until
they had been seen by the government. Buchert had not called any federal agency,

had thought NICAP was one., I explained status, also had Glenn Rinker, NBC News,
Cleveland, phone in a correction-interview. Buchert would not allow Shaw to make
Polaroid copies of prints, would not let anyone view the negatives. He was concerned
about revealing data of government or military secret device. Prints showed only
two fuzzy arcs of darkness on grey background, with dark fan-shaped extensions from
concave side of each object. Shaw left. I interviewed Detective Ieland; he gave
»me original report by Deputy Spaur, f£illed out on return from Conway this morning.
Ieland gave me names, nuabers of Huston, Panzanella. Also fresh batteries for the
joreleo 101 recorder, running low. I made more calls, to Jasulaitis, Schmidt, tried
NICAP. Jasulaitis and Ralapaca could not make the trip. No NICAP-DC personnel
-available, I filled in Bob Schmidt. Tom Schley arrived. Spaur arrived, was brought
in detectives® office to see me. Buchert came in, announced that he had just talked

to, had called, wright-Patterson AFB, Lt. wWeisinger, was told to lock up all photo
material until next day.

Spaur appeared exhausted but was cooperative. He had gotten about 4 hour of sleep.
Shortly after start of interview, Spaur left the office. I continued talking with

M. Ieland, who brought in Spaur's file. 35 yrs old, 6%'43™, 189 1Ibs., 3 yrs A2C,
radio gunner, refueling boom exp., former police work in photography, fingerprinting,
radio operator. Wwith Portage County Sheriff's Department about 1 year.

william Powers, Northwestern Univ., called to interview Spaur. He agreed to my
taping the interview, I talked with him briefly afterwards. Powers was looking -
for data to disconfirm 'Venus'" as an explanation. We exchanged phone numbers,
Powers was cn phone about 20 minutes. I found Spaur being interviewed by Tom
Schley, waited, then resumed interview in Ieland*s office. By this time the station
personnel had put me “in charge" of Spaur's interviewing, were not letting in any
reporters, This made some reporteis irritated., Spaur seemed still incredulous about
his experience; had not taken "flying saucers" seriously before, did not expect me
to believe him. During interview, larry Moyers and Marc Candusso of F,$.I.C., came
in; leland asked if they could talk to Spaur, I agrecd. They had brought Geiger
counter, it developed, and we decided to go to site of first observation of UFO.



SUMMARY : INITIAL PHASE ETC, cont.

April 17 conte: I called Fire Department and Civil Defense office, talked to

Chief Vatch, John Gembar; they had examined Spaur and Neff and P-13 for radio-
activity on their return this morning. No unusual levels, Site not examined,

Bill Jasulaitis called; could not get Geiger counter to me. Decided Candusso's

was all right; Victoreen CD model, with fresh batteries. About this time, Rick
Hilberg, Glenn A. Barth, and David Olesko, from a Clevaland UFO group, had arrived.

we went to 224, found abandoned car Spaur and Neff had originally stopped for. It
had some tapes, a cheap Japanese transistor toy tape recorder with a tape of hillbilly
music on it, some misceliancous electrical gear, in the back seat., Trunk full of

old tires. Spaur looked for burglary tools. (Car was towed later,)

Candusso went into the woods with the Geiger counter, claimed normal background count.
Nothing on berm (radioactiviiy). Spaur went through details of initial sighting. I
taped entire trip.* On way back, interrupted trip to call Tom Schley at BCT, exchange
data (no opinions or conclusions). e returned to Courthouse. Sheriff Dustman there.
I took room at Rent Motor Imn. (* our trip to and from site.)

April 18: wWent to Akron to buy more tape equipment at Olson Radio. Got back to
Ravenna to f£ind Chief Buchert had been notified that Dayton wanted his negative,

No one knew whether this meant a personal visit by Major Quintanilla or not. Ome
deputy told me Buchert was going to "release the picture at noon,* did not know what
this meant. Chief Buchert was in Mantua at this time. I drove up there to f£ind
office closed. Called Ravenna, found that Buchert had been notified I was there, and
he was on way to Ravenna. Said he would stay there a while, then return. I called
again about % hour later; Buchert had turned around, hearing I was in Mantua, and

was on his way. tUhile waiting, I called William Powers, told him my data, having
checked with Richard Hall for release. I told Powers about Spaur®s comparing the
UFO*'s size to his windshield rearview mirror, larger than the mirror during chase.
when I reviewed the rapid elevation at the end of the sighting, in Conway, Powers
agreed Venus was ruled out. Buchert arrived at Mantua Village Police Station. I
examined negative. Taped examination and interview, except for some questions fram B.

Buchert was interrupted several times during the interview by news media, by phone
and in person. I was interviewed by TV reporter on camera., I encouraged Buchert
to have more prints made before sending in the negative; he agreed to have made for
me, three contact prints of entire f£ilm and four enlargements, and about twenty
enlargements for interested news media. We got to Ravenna about 3:00 PM EST, and
spent much time in the Ravenna Record-Courier darkrocm waiting for a photographer.
tne finally came, and I went outside to give report to NICAP-DC. While talking to
Richard Hall and Major Keyhoe, Buchert left the photo lab without having contact
copies made. I called him in Mantua, persuaded him the contact process was harmless.
He agreed to come back in % hour. Tom Schley arrived on another visit to Ravenna.
we talked about 1 hour, waiting for Chief Buchert, who never returned, I called his
office. MHe was tied up with village officials, reluctant to talk. Said to forget
about a contact copy. P AFB had called early today asking that the negative be
mailed to them and he was anxious to do so. I persuaded him to wait until we could
talk more freely, He agreed., I called back later at a pre-arranged time, Officer
Dale Kernen said the chief was "out" and would be back at 4:00 tomorrow, I gave
pitch for scientific value of contact prints; Kernen was encouraging. Had supper
with Spaur and Schley. Spaur named Floyd after his middle name, frustrated that his
UFO could not be called a name like "Ford™ or "B-29'',

Called Jim white for latest on AP and UPI news. Returned to Franklin, pPa. to stock
up on tapes and get batteries recharged (the reicorder's and my own) and pick up more
equipment.



SUMMARY : INITIAL PHASE ETC. cont.

April 19: Charged nicad batteries, packed many tapes, ete. Called Jim White,
got Youngstown jet report (one flew close for mcment, heard buzzing noise),
Called Buchert about‘4:00, Out. I tried to persuade his wife to convinece him
of value of contact prints. Buchert came in, we talked. He said OK if OK with
mayor; I called Mayor Robert Thomas, not on basis of Buchert's suggestion but to
ask help in persuading Buchert to make contacts, Mayor agreed if on Buchert's
own time. Would not call him, said umnecessary., Called Buchert's number, no
answer either home or station. Finally left for Pittsburgh around midnight to
sce Tom Schley, who had interviewed Huston and Panzanella. (Beaver, that is.)

April 20:; 1Ieft Beaver about 2:00 AM EST, visited Frank Panzanella at his hone.
Taped interview, Ieft about 5:30 for East Palestine to see Huston. Unavailable,
Slept by highway, called Buchert at home around 10:00, He had given negative to
Kernen to mail, found not yet done. I told him of mayor's OR. Buchert agreed to
let contact prints be made. On arriving, I found that Buchert wanted mayor*s
personal approval, not my report of it. I said mayor did not want to do so.
Buchert did not want to call mayor. Finally, Buchert gave me the negative for

a recelpts 1ad prints made at Record-Courier. Vacuum table process, Returned
them to Buchert (negative and a contact copy.) Measureihis yard according to

a picture of it on the £ilm, to determine field of view of camera. Finally left
with 5 contact copies of entire f£ilm, and 4 8x10 enlargements, Buchert sent
Officer Kernmen to Post Office with package including negative and UFO report,

for mailing to Major Quintanilla, I took room in Ravenna Hotel and caught wup

on tapes, mailing, phone calls. Reached Huston, John Beighey (Rochester Radio
Operator for local police stations), ‘

April 21: Interviewed Rex Iysyj, proprietor of R&E Distributing Co. in Ravenna
(mainly camera and tape recorder equipment), who had helped develop film for

‘Buchert. He had come to Sheriff's Office early April 17 with fresh developer.
Jerry Yokum (and, according to Spaur, Detective James Bullock) had also assisted.
Technical details, from Mr. Iysyj and Chief Buchert:

Buchert had attempted three shots of UFQ, for object alone, (centered), object plus
moon (moon to left and below) and object plus phone pole and wires, Object seemed

to go up and down relative to nearby phone wires; Mrs. Buchert said it changed outline
once from oval into "Saturn' shape. Buchert was inside on phone at this time (about
5:10 AM EST 4/17), and both saw it move left and right, within small area, Buchert
later (around 8:00)tock five picitures of his family and home. Removed film from
camera, a Brownie Starmite, took f£ilm to Mr. Rex. Film developed in tank adapted

for TC-2 one-stop developer bottle. Film loaded upside down, in such a way that
arc~image streaks aim down. Agitation was continuous for 10 minutes, Camera had
fixed £ stop of £11, speed 1/60 sec. Film Ansco Pan, ASA 125,

Visited Record-Courier office to inform of errors in some of their articles on the

P~13 UFO and Buchert®s film, and my part in the investigation. Talked with Mrs.

Carol Clapp, who was most apologetic. Worked on tapes in room at hotel. Returned

to R-C office for long interview with Mrs, Clapp, who promised retraction-by-interview,.
Cashed check at drug store, met Spaur. He said Major Quintanilla had called him to
repeat query about whether Spaur had seen the UFO for more than a few minutes. Spaur
gaid only other call was brief one Monday -~ “Tell me about this mirage you sawWeee

More than a few minutes? who has the pictures?" and termination.

Spaur had supper with me and discussed more about terminus of sighting.

April 22: Got up early to check morning sky. Drove part of 'chase" route, Found
out from Mrs. Clapp aboui Congressman Stanton's interest. Called Richard Hall to
OK letter to JStanton. USAF released "Venus'™ conclusion, and Major Quintanilla called

Buchert about 3:15 PM EST, saying he didn't see a UFO because the film showed nothing,.
Sheriff Dustman was perturbqéL;ylnterviewed Spaur for reaction. Neff still unavailable,

April 23;/54: Prepared letter to Stanton. Visited Tom Schley in Beaver, typed partial
transeript from A/SS interview with Spaur. Mailed to Congressmgn Stanton 4/25,
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QS’L‘A’EBI\iEN’l‘ BY DALE SPAIR CONCERNING U, S, AIR FORCE®S EXPLANATION OF CIIASE
OF UFO FROM GHIO TO PENNSYLVANIA ON APRIL 17, 1966
April 23, 3966

After hearing the Air Force release, well, it*s, I don't know heow nuch
investigation they made but evidently it wasn®t a very lenghhy one or it didn's
involva ne. Fi.,rst of all I don't think we have a satellite that can g this-
low, and I don t think wae have one this large. I dida*t know that if we had
one that could stop or go or maneuver anytime it wanted to, and I*m definitely
sure that I wasn®t chasing Venus or observing Venus and running wildly over the

- countryside; I*m not quite that bad off, I don't think for a minute in my owa

mind since I think about what happaned that morning that I would have gambled
wy 1life, ay partner®s life or any innocent person on the highway for scmething
that I falt if I felt for one instant it wasn't important when I set out after
this thing, after I talked with my sergeant was to actually disprove this/thing.
I folt, woll, it will get light in a minute and I*1l1 £lying saucer
- identify it and I°'1l know what it is, it®s, 1911 know exactly what this thing
is. Unfortunately it didn't turn ocut that way, - A

Second of all I have perfect vision, I don't have hallucinations, at least
‘I don't know of any I have., If anything is wrong with the negative and the
processing was bad oxr badly handled, I had nothing to do with these; I kaow
Chief puchert, I kaow him as Gerry, and wa've been associated for better than
-a year, all good. 1le's a very fine policeman and a real honest one. As for
wy partner, I don't think the way he "likes™ riding at high speeds, if he had
thouzht for an instant that this wasn'®t something bigger then anyone or any of
us had cver seen or been around I doa®t thiank he would have even gambled on a ride
such as this. what Wayne Muston observed as it passed cover top of him, which I
don*t think it*s over Columbiana County at 1,500 feet traveling frcn east to
west (sic) as it goes over top of another police car would also cbserve the
identical, the same object that I did. I've never met the man before in my
life before this morning. Also the same object that I ¢bserved and that wayne
uston observed that another officer in Conway Pennsylvania could cobserve the
- same thing still traveling froa the west to the cast and to the left of the

~ moon and which o3 I understand it, Venus was to the right of the moon, I don't

Imow anything about astronomy but I®m positive of what I was chasing, and I

also don't aZree it was Venus, T know what I seen end I believe it and I'1l1 never
_change uy mind. I was a nonbeliever before and never had any thought in wy mind
that the Air Force coulda't explain every cnc of these things., I believe in what
.1 saw and nothing short of heavea or hell is going to change wy mind.

And that's the exact way that I feel about it. I don't mean it facetiously;
1 dn*t mean that the Air force is inadequate; I just think they're like I am,
they don®t have an explanation, end if they do and it belengs to usg, just tell
me L4 it does and 1'11 believe them. . If it docsnt*t beloug to us, by Cod say it
doesn *t, because I think I ought to know and if it belongs to us, tell me what
it*s doing in z small little county like rortage, roaning arcund over the country
side., 4nd there could be no scientific interest in this county at all; there fsnf't
even any racial problems in this county, so it couldn*t even be investigating them.

‘that*s all I would ask, if I ould ask them face forwards; if it's ours, tell me
{t*s ours, and if it fsn't by God they cught to help us £ind out what it is.



STATSISHT BY DALR SPAUR ~a continued

That 's ny only way of expressing it. I'm at a loss to say what their .
investigati.on consists of because I don % knowe

(Weitzels "How long did they talk wu.th you altcc'ether?")

low long did they talk to me? Ocoococh, probably two and a half minutes
"~ one time, maybe a mi.nute and a half another time,

{(Candussos "'mat's the Alr Force?")

well, I assume this major was 2roma Wright-ratterscn, he's tke only one
that identified hinmself as having been comneeted with the Alr Force, 1'd say
our c¢onversation covered a total o£ naybe two or three minutes, The first
part of the conversation or the telephone call was with the Sheriff, and he
asked mae about this mirage or vehicle or whatever I seen, or star, or scmething,
When I told him how long I had scen it, how leng that I, or how far that I
followed it, why, he seemed as though he just accepted that explanation with
no coument at all. « o o (8light pause) and his £irst immediate reply to it was
"1 want posseasion of the ncgative," or " 'want possession of the negative,"
I'n not exactly sure of how, which way he put it, and I told him he'd have to
talk with the Sheriff; the Sheriff, I gave hiam the phonc and I overheard the
Sheriff '%s-half of the cenversation explaining to him that this was the property
of the ifantua police department and Gerry Buchert, and he would have to eontaet
hime and from what they done with it then until this piece of paper you gave
me now* ig the £irst thing I've heard as an evplanation, or, I don't know; maybe
it's a pacifier; or whatever it is it's the Lirst I heard of its

3

Bxtract from tape recording wmade April 23, 1966, afternoon

* "piece of paper™ == UPI report of Air Force conclusion concerning 4/17 UFO



NOTES ON BUCHERT SIGHTING

The £ilm does not appear to corroborate either Buchert's or the P-13 sighting.

The UFO marks, as the W-P analysis correctly indicates, are of less density than
the background. The background is at zero image density, there being no frame
boundary areas which would contrast with even a minimal exposure. Therefore the
UFO marks are the result neither of light striking the f£film to produce them, nor
of a dark object silhouetted against a lighter sky., Note discrepancies with the
W-P analysis density measurements. Negative density is a standardized quantity;
there is some indication from the W-P analysis that the UFO marks in question
were never measured. The W-P measurement of lowest density corresponds to one
area on the f£ilm where there is a broad streak; this is the lowest density any-
where on the £ilm, but is nowhere near the UFO marks.

The details of Buchert's sighting, which must be considered independent of any

lack of photographic corroboration, do not consistently point to, or away, from

a "Venus" interpretation. On the one hand, the object, though round and at times
“saucer-shaped,'" appeared smaller than (as Buchert remembers) Venus, which he has
seen before, Also, the UFO was in the general vieinity of the moon, though
definitely above it, and to the moon's right. It appeared more distant from

the moon when Buchert looked a second time, and tried to photograph it, from

his front yard, but only about twice as distant as the first time; if the original
distance was truly small, double that would have been within bounds of visual errore.
Also, Buchert first thought it was a star, but ruled this out because (only because)
it did not flicker, and was much brighter than stars still visible to the west.
Finally, Buchert saw, in addition to the UF0O, only the moon. If Venus was visible
~that morning, he should have seen a third object.

On the other hand, Buchert claims the object elevated, descended, moved left, and
moved right, and that its shape changed when it moved horizontally. (It performed
these '"maneuvers" only one time,) Furthermore, he expected no difficulty, and
seemingly had none, in trying to photograph the object by itself, separated in
the camera's field of view from the moon. Venus should have been close enough
to the moon to make such. a separation difficult, with Venus centered (Buchert
centered the UFQO in the viewfinder, this photo). Also, Buchert, after turning
in a verbal report, continued his police duties, and looked later, around 6:00,
for the UFO. It was gone, but the moon was still visible; indeed, this is what
he used as a reference point for looking for the UF0. Why was Venus invisible?
Buchert could still see stars in the west, at this time.

That Buchert's sighting does not corroborate the P-13 sighting is clear from the
fact that his UFO was stationary while he heard radio traffic on the chase, which
began while he was driving to his home after first observing his UFO.

There have been a number of intriguing explanations for the UFO marks, but none on
vhich everyone will agree, ‘They are, as yet, Unidentified Photographic Marks.

But definitely not pictures; on this, there is universal agreement.



DENSITOMETRIC ANALYSIS OF CHIEF BUCHERT'S FILM

Using Weston Photographic Analyzer, Model #877; zero-adjusted (checked) after
each reading. Probe aperture: 1,0 mm.

1 1,15 1large UFO mark

a1 mal) » W

3 - 1e2L li.ght (dark on negatiVe) space around large UFO mark

4 1.25 i e i . small n e

5 1.18 dark area fa.nning away from large UFO mark

6. 1420 Ll w emall- e

7 1.13 uncleared emulsion, spot at edge of f£ilm

8 1,02 undeveloped, but cleared, spot at edge (NOTB: a one-stop chemical was
9 1,35 space between 7 and 8, in edge area used.ces??)
10 1.26 background near edge

11 1.24 farther from edge

12. 1,20 " sill = i * , between UFO marks
13- ~1.18 " - . " *» , beyond UFO area, on “line” between marks

14 1,14 18 mm from f£ilm edge, line between UFO marks
15 1.18 near opposite edge of film from marks
16 1.25 1st boundary space between family pictures, direction away from marks
17 1.18 2nd boundary space etc, .
18 . 1,25 3rd ete.
19 1.22 4th etc.
20 1,16 what would be 5th boundary space etc,
21 1,93 dark area, white wood on house (dark on negative, light on print)
22 049 to 1.16 across from film left end to edge left picture ("left" -= "away
23 1,06 minimum density, right side (UFO mark side), in from UFO marks*")
chemical streak just at right edge of film

"Zero image density"™ (boundary areas, average) 1,25 max., 1,16 min, This represents
zero exposure to light. 1Is high, rather than around 0,25, because of fogging.

Because UFQ marks have less density than background in their area, they could not
be due to a bright object in the camera's field of view, which would have exposed
the film and darkened, increased the density, of, the film,

Following is a reproduction of the contact print of the film, showing UFO mark area
and a section of one of the family pictures Chief Buchert took 3 hours later; and

a sketch (which shows better in copying) of the UFO mark area. Boxed area on print
shows area enlarged -- see next page.

Film has been submitted to Ralph Rankow, NICAP Photographic Adviser, for further study.

coPY PAPER y
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

TELEPHONE: NORTH 7-9434

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:

CABLE ADDRESS! 1536 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.

SKYLIGHT

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE INTERVIEX == telephone netes May 6, 1966
USMC (RET.) DIRECTOR

Phone eall to Gerald Bucherit, Chief, Mantua Ohio Police Department, this
date (216-274-2551) 5:00 = 5 20 PM EDST (Pittuwburgh)(Zsaver).

Buchert will send film to me in Pgh for NICAP analysis. Wants honest
evaluation, even negative if that is the case.

He 1s aware of Stanton's interest, and the Record-Courier articles on this,
Copy of Hector Quintanillats letter to him, dated April 22, on his photo:
(photocopy of a sheet:) UNCLASSIFIED Vé66=14 SUBJECT: UFO (Mantua, Ohio)

1) Both images fall into the same frame area. 2) Neither of the minus
density images are distinet enough to analyze. Average background density
1s 1.25. Image density 1l.06. 3) If the object was bright against the
dark sky, the images should be plus density. They are not. 4) The entire
roll of film is severely fogged, which could cover up much detail. 5) The
marks in the framing area of the film are outside the field of view of the
g lens., Therefore they couldn't be images. 6) UFO's are probably the
result of processing defects due to old, fogged film and poor handling.
ANALYST: Major Quintanilla PI Lt. Benson LLB RILC

Letter to Gerald Buchert from Major Quintanille: (no letterhesad, plain
sheety) The most probable cause of the objest which you were trying to
photogreph was the planet Venus. This wes the reason that you were unable
to photograph it with your camera. In order to photograph Venus you would
have had to photogreph it with & time exnvosure. This cannct be done with
the type of cameras you were using. Thari you for your cooperatlon and
your interest in this matter. (signed) liaj. Hector Quintanilla, Jr. TUSAF
Chief of Project Blue Book

Notes on Gerald Buchert!s original police repori, a copy of which was sent
to Major Quintanilla: At 5:00 AM EST 4April 17, I heard radio trafficg
between Sumit and Portege Counties on umy cruiser radio, about & UFO reported
in Summit County, a bright light coming east. At 5:04 I saw a bright light
tc the southeast. There was no fog and the sky was clear. The object
moved left and right, and tilted as it did so, seeming then to be saucer-
shaped., It also moved up and down. I went to my home and my wife watiched
it going through these maneuvers with me. I photographed it with a Kodak
Brownie Starmite camera. M
At this point in our conversation, someone came into the police station
and Buchert interrupted the call to terminate it.
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On the morning of April 17, 1966, I assisted in the development of

a roll of film owned by Gerald Buchert, Chief, Mantua Village Police,
upon which he had shortly before attempted to expose shzsar imageg of

an unidentified flying object observed by him smd=irrs—wife, according
to his account, southeast of his home in Mantua, Ohio. Participating
in the development of this film, which was Ansco Pan 127, ASA 125,

was Mr. Rex Lysyj, owner of the R&E Distributing Co., in Ravenna.

The film was developed as follows: having been wound onto the take=up
roll by Chief Buchert, and unloaded in this wound condition before
coming to the place of development (the Portage County Sheriff's Office
in Ravennsa, Ohio), the paper backing was removed and the film loaded
directdy into the tank, with the latter pictures taken going in first.
Since the emulsion side of the film was toward the axis of the tank,
the images of the exposures were developed upside down. The film was
processed for eight minutes in T-C 2 one-stop developer, with continuosms
agitation, at 69 . The developer was mixed fresh, diluted Z/i/#{
one/one with water, as in the instructions. Mr. Lysyj supplied the
fresh sojution. Immediately after development, we rinsed the film,
still in the roll tank, for five minutes. Then we soaked it for four
minutes in Yankee Film Dryer, accoriiing to the instructions. We then
squeegeed it once and let it dry. The images to the right (film
oriented right side up) of the family pictures taken later this morning
by Chief Buchert, were two tiny dark arcs surrounded by a2 lighter halo,
lighter than the rest of thej#¥w in that area. (That is, dark arcs
and light haloson the print; light arcs and dark halos on the negative(.
At no time during the processing of the film were any irregularities
allowed; instructions were followed throughout. T-C 2 was used inten=
tionally to "push" development and raise the exposure index.

the office of

My information on the communications between local officials and
Ma jor Hector Quintanilla of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton,
Ohio, 1s as follows: Sunday afternoon, about 3:30, Major Q. called

the Sheriff's ofifice in Ravenna to inquire about the report of a
photograph taken of the UFO sighted earlier that day. (April 17.)
My next knowledge of communication from W-P AFB is that Tuesday after-
noon, April 19, someone called to inquire why the film had not yet
been sent to their office. This afternoon, April 22, I heard from a

/g reporter of a local ‘newspaper office that Major Q. had explained
the film's "UFO images" as a flaw in the negative, and this information
was corroborated shortly afterwards, to me, by Chief Buchert, who said

Mafor Q. had told him this about 3:10 this afternoon.
have read this statement which I dictated to

W. B. Weitzel, NICAP (B4ULL OELLS

1

and I find it to be exactly as I gave it to tm. ThlS statement is true in every detail,
+% ¥

SO HELP ME GOD. I agree that this information may be submitted to NICAP
and or by them to a U. S. Congressional authority, but only confidentially,

WITNESSED BY:
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DISCUSSION OF PROJECT BLUE BOOK INVESTIGATION OF pORTAGE COUNTY A¥RIL 17 UFO SIGHTING:

I. The following is from AFR 200-2, reproduced in a book by Lt. Col. Lawrence
J. Tacker, U,S,A,F., published by Van Nostrand, called FLYING SAUCERS AND THE
U. S. AIR FORCE, which book was extracted and endorsed as "The Official Air
Force Position" by “The Aiman -~ Official Journal of the Air Force' in its
January, 1961 issue. AFR 200-2 was reproduced on pages 92-97 in Tacker's book.
The ALir Force subsequently disowned the "official' endorsement, but AFR 200-2
still stands as the basis for handling UFO sighting information, by Blue Book.

4b, Investigation, The comnmander of the Air Force base nearest the location of

the reported UFO sighting will conduct all investigative action necessary to submit
a complete initial report of a UFO sighting. D&very effort will be made to resolve
the sighting in the initial investigation. A UFQ sighting reported to an Air Force
base other than that closest to the scene of such sighting will be referred
immediately to the commander of the nearest Air Force base for appropriate action.

15, Basic Reporting Data and Format, Show the abbreviation "UFO" at the beginning
of the text of all electrical reports and in the subject of written reports, Include
in all reports the data required, in the order shown below:

a. Description of the Object(s):
(1) Shape. FTs
(2) Size campared to a known object (use one of the following terms: Head
of a pin, pea, dime, nickel, quarter, half dollar, silver dollar, baseball, grapefruit,
or basketball) held in the hand at about arm's length.
(3) Colore
(4) Number,
(5) Formation, if more than one.
(6) Any discernible features or details,
(7) Tail, trail, or exhaust, including size of same compared to size of object(s)
(8) Sound. If heard, describe sound,
(9) Other pertinent or unusual features,
b. Description of Course of Object(s):
(1) what first called the attention of observer(s) to the object(s)?
(2) Mngle or elevation and azimuth of object(s) when first observed,
(3) Angle or elevation and azimuth of object(s) upon disappearance.
(4) Description of flight path and maneuvers of object(s).
(5) How did the object(s) disappear? (Instantaneously to the North, etc,)
(6) How long was the object(s) visible? (pe specific, 5 minutes, 1 hour, etc.)
¢, Manner of observation:
(1) Use one or any combination of the following items: Ground-visual,
ground-electronic, air electronic, (If electronic, specify type of radar.)
(2) Statement as to optical aids (telescope, binoculars, etc,) used and
description thereof.
(3) If the sighting is made while airborne, give type of aircraft, identification
number, altitude, heading, speed, and home station,
d, Time and Date of Sighting:
(1) Zulu time-date group of sighting. \
(2) Light conditions, (Use one of the following terms: Night, day, dawn, . dusk,)
e, Location of observer(s): Exact latitude and longitude of each observer, and/or
geographical position. A position with reference to a known landmark also should be
given in electrical reports, such as "2mi N of Deeville;™ '"3mi SW of Blue Lake.,™ "’
Typographical errors or "garbing"™ often result in electrically transmitted messages, !
making location plots difficult or impossible. /"garbing" sic -- W/ '
Example: 89 45N, 192 71w for 39 45N, 102 21w,




DISCUSSION OF BLUE BOOK INVESTIGATION cont. (two)

fo Identifying Information on Observer(s):

(1) Civilian -- Name, age, mailing address, occupation, and estimate of
religbility.

(2) Military -- Name, grade, organization, duty, and estimate of reliability.

g+ Weather and winds -- Aloft Conditions at Time and Place of Sightings:

(1) Observer(s) account of weather conditions.

(2) Report from nearest AWS or U,S, Weather Bureau Office of wind direction
and velocity in degrees and knots at surface, 6,000*, 10,000°*, 16,000°*, 20,000¢,
30,000, 50,000*, and 80,000* if available.

(3) Ceiling.

(4) Visibilitye.

(5) Amount of cloud cover,

(6) Thunderstorms in area and quadrant in which located,

(7) Temperature gradient,

he Any other unusual activity or condition, meteorological, astronomical, or
otherwise, which might account for the sighting.

i. Interception or identification action taken (such action may be taken
whenever feasible, complying with existing air defense directives),

je Location, approximate altitude, and general direction of flight of any air
traffic or balloon releases in the area which could possibly account for the sighting.

k. Position title and comments of the preparing officer, including his preliminary
analysis of the possible cause of the sighting(s). (See paragraph 17,)

1, Bxistence of physical evidence, such as materials and photographs.

17, Comments of Preparing Officers o « « o Every effort will be made to obtain
pertinent items of information and to test all possible leads, clues, and hypotheses
concerning the identity or explanation of the sighting. (See paragraph 5,) -

5, * Guidance, The thoroughness and quality of a report or investigation of UFO's
are limited only by the skill and resourcefulness of the person who receives the
initial information and/or prepares the report. The usefulness and value of any
report or investigation depend on the accuracy and timeliness of its contents.
Following are aids for screening, evaluating, and reporting sightings:

a. Careful study of the logic, consistency, and coherence of the observer's
report. An interview with the observer by personnel preparing the report is
especially valuable in determining the source's reliability and the wvalidity of the
information given. Particular attention should be given to the observer's age,
occupation, and education and whether his occupation involves observation reporting
or technical knowledgee. « o o

II. ™"what was this mirage you saw?" According to Deputy Sheriff Spaur, this is

the comment with which Major Hector Quintanilla, Director of Project Blue Book,
began his two and one half minute interview over the telephone from wright-Patterson
AFB on Monday morning, April 18, 1966. pefore Spaur got into much detail about his
participation in the UFO observation, Major Quintanilla asked if he had seen the
object for more than a few minutes. When Spaur replied that he had, having chased
it over several counties, the major asked who had the photograph allegedly (my
phraseology =-- W) taken of the object. Spaur told him, and the major terminated the
interview. Spaur's next call from Major Quintanilla was three days later, when the
major repeated his question about whether the object was in Spaur's view for more
than a few minutes. Spaur replied in the affirmative, and the major terminated the
interview, after talking about one and one half minutes.



DISCUSSION OF BLUE BOOK INVESTIGATION cont. (three)

The other participants in the P-13 sighting whom the news media widely
mentioned as observing the same object, were interviewed by U.S.A.F. personnel
as follows:

wilbur Neff -- rider with Dale Spaur. Mounted Deputy, Portage County Sheriff ‘s
Department. »rresent at May 10, 1966 interview by Major Quintanilla in the Portage
County Court House. With Spaur, he filled out standard U,S.A.,F. report form, and
contributed one or two comments on the sighting. Was not addressed by name by the
major, in the context of the interview,

Gerald Buchert -- Chief of Police, Mantua Village, Ohio. Attempted to photograph
a bright aerial object thought to be in the direction of the initial p-13 sighting.
Visited by Major Quintanilla on May 10, 1966, after the Court House interview, at his
home in Mantua., Discussed sighting for two hours. Major Quintanilla took a compass
reading in the yard. Explained the apparent relative motion of the UFO with respect
to telephone wires, as atmospheric fluctuations distorting the image of Venus.

Mrs. Gerald Buchert -- Wife of Gerald Buchert. Prresent at Buchert's discussion
with Major Quintanilla on May 10, 1966. Witness to Gerald Buchert's April 17, 1966
UFO0. The major did not ask her any questions.

Frank Panzanella -- Patrolman, Conway, Pennsylvania Police Department. Visited
on May 18, 1966 by U.S.A,F, representative who claimed such investigations were not
part of his regular job. The representative planned to spend 45 minutes with
Panzanella so as to be able to visit former East palestine Patrolman H. Wayne Huston
in Columbiana, Ohio, but Panzanella took longer than this to prepare and type a
one~-page statement. No questions were asked, or verbal examination made,

H. Wayne Huston -- Patrolman, East Palestine, Ohio Police Department at time of
April 17 sighting. With Panzanella, Spaur, and Neff, he watched UFO over Conway, Pa.
Also witnessed it flying toward him and overhead, from the northwest, while in radio
contact with Deputy Spaur and Mounted Deputy Neff. Ppursued it with them to Conway
* from Unity, Chio. Visited about May 19, 1966 by U.S.A.F. representative, who waited
around the Rambler Garage in Columbiana, Ohio, where Huston now works (and was working
then) full time. Huston had time to write two pages of testimony, but could not
take time off from work for a thorough interview.

At the May 10 interview, Major Quintanilla stated that he had originally thought
the P~13 sighting (my phraseology -- W) was of a balloon, but that from a check of
wind and balloon conditions in the area, had disconfirmed that explanation, His 1st
final evaluation, offered on Friday, April 22, 1966 was that Spaur and Neff had first
been frightened by an Echo satellite, then chased Venus, and that Spaur, Neff,

Huston and Panzanella (by implication) had likewise observed Venus to the left of
the moon at the end of the sighting. He did not explain the bright spot to the right
of the moon which had been seen for some time that morning, nor the object Huston
observed flying from the northwest. His explanation cn May tenth of the reason for
the deputies' seeing the UFQ due north and due south, as the cruiser traveled due
east, was that the road has bends, There are at least thirteen major points to be
explained in regard to this sighting, which the "Echo -- Venus" conclusion does not
encompass. For five weeks (Since May 17) Major Quintanilla had refused to comment’
on a letter sent to him, signed by him (Certified) regarding these points.

Although Major Quintanilla stated on May 10 that he simply collects testimony
and never doubts an observer's word, in an interview printed in the Ravenna, Ohio’
Record-Courier from June 6 - June 10, 1966, he stated that an unpleasant aspect of
his job is telling an observer that he didn't see what he thought he did, and he
called the deputies' testimony an "exaggeration."



DISCUSSIGN OF BLUE BOOK INVESTIGATION cont. (four)

The presence of an Air Force investigator (Major Quintanilla) in Ravenna was
the result of much effort by Congressman William Stanton, 1lth District, Ohio, and
of the strong stands taken by him and by Judge Robert E. Cook, Portage County
Common Pleas Court. Judge Cook expressed his dissatisfaction with the Air Force's
investigation to Congressman Stanton in letters, and both gentlemen had interviews
with Carol Clapp, which were published in the Ravenna, Chio, Record-Courier, (See
news clippings section.) Congressman Stanton sent a letter of inquiry, including
a NICAP report, to the Air Force Commanding General. When he failed to receive a
reply, he visited the Pentagon in person and interviewed Lt., Col. John Spaulding,
Director, Community Relations Division, U,S,A,F, Through Lt. Col. Spaulding‘s
cooperation, the Portage County(-Conway, Pa.) case was re-opened,

Despite Congressman Stanton's optimism, that a thorough investigation would
*“vindicate the statements made by Portage County police officers,™ Major Quintanilla
did not reverse his original conclusion, that the deputies had become frightened of
an Echo satellite, then chaséd Venus. The Air Force sent Congressman Stanton their
second final conclusion, identical with the first. Judge Cook objected strongly in
published statements. A NICAP letter to Major Quintanilla, received on his signature
by Certified Mail May 20, pointing out as yet unexplained features of the sighting,
was not answered. ‘

IIT. Publication of points in the photographic analysis of Chief Buchert's UFO
picture has given misleading impressions. Perhaps the analyst was unaware of the
details of the film's handling (see copy of analysis and Yokum's statement), but
the conjecture about "poor handling" should have been supilemented, in publication
of the analysis. "I don't know, but it seems that - " is-curious way to reach
a conclusion, when the knowledge is easily available, Furthemmore, point #5 in the
analysis of the negative, stating that the UFO marks are outside the camera's field
of view, leads one to Wonder just what was examined for densitometer readings. The
marks that were widely publicized are 10 mm from the edge of the film; the framing
area starts at 2 mm.

Still furthermore, the wording of Blue Book's conclusion on this photographic
item implies that lack of a UFO picture means lack of a UFO. Yet the analysis itself
vitiates such an inference; '"old, fogged film", "severely fogged" film could not be
expected to register a picture in the first place. And the inference that the film
was worthless is vitiated by the presence of five pictures taken three hours later
by Chief Buchert., It should be noted that, while the press release makes much of
the lack of quality of the film and the development, Major Quintanilla's letter to
Chief Buchert more fairly points out that the available light was too low, although

he indicates, too low for Venus, not too low for a UFQ image. The impression remains ==
"No picture, no object."

The result of all this has made Chief Buchert quite unfairly represented to the
publice No press release has pointed out that he was ultra-conservative about the
nature of the UF0, or whether it was noteworthy at all, or whether the pictures were
of any value. His cooperation with Blue Book's request (NOTE -- "request", not
“"order') to keep the f£ilm intact, and his presence of mind in attempting to photograph
the UFO in relation %o a ground and to an astronomical object, have gone unnoticedy
one is reminded of Deputy Sheriff Dave Brothers'®' remark (see page five, transcript
of interview with Deputy Brothers,)

-

The following excerpt from a recent UPI release illustrates the sort of picture
Blue Book's handling of the UFO situation elicits in the public eye:

WASHINGTON June 16, 1966: Unidentified flying objects, UF0s, sighted last
April over Chio are attributed to either hallucinations or phenomena in the sky
that play tricks on the eye, according to testimony released here today

Lt. Gen, James Ferguson, Air Force Deputy Chief of staff, testified before
a Touse Subcommittee last April that most of the flying objects are explainable.
tnder questioning by U.S. Repe. William E. Minshall, R-Cleveland, « o o o



NOTE ON CERTIFLCATION OF NON-OBJECTION

At Dale Spaur's request, I recorded his conference with Major Quintanilla.
Spaur wanted some back-up at the meeting; Muston and panzanella could not

be present. Spaur released this tape to Carol Clapp, Tom Schley, and NICAP.
Major Quintanilla was asked, before the recorder was started, if he had any
objection to its being used; he indicated he did not. This document (with
the photograph) is a second photocopy. The photograph shows the recorder

on the floor across from Major Quintanilla's desk; the microphone on the edge
of a shelf facing him. The photograph caption reads: ™Quintanilla conference
5/10/66 position of tape recorder seen from behind desk at which Major
Quintanilla was sitting verified by (Weitzel).™

Testifying to the statement at the top of the page, and to the accuracy of

the t are
Photograph, aFe: - L riliam Weitzel, NICAP

Ross Dustman, Sheriff

" pale Spaur, Deputy Sheriff
Robert Wilson, Deputy Sheriff
Wilbur Neff, Mounted Deputy
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL. PHENOMENA

TELEPHONE. NORTH 7.9434

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036
CABLE ADDRESS
SKYLIGHT

MAJOR CONALD E. KEYHOE
USMC RET.) DIRECTOR

ADMINISTRAT.VE OFFICES:
1836 CONNECTICUT AVE. N W.

nndersizned testiify that: they were present at and during the
re interview con tucted by dla jor Hector Quintgnills, Tr., of
tht-Patterson AFB, in the Portage County, Ohio, Court louse in"
nna, Chio, ou May 10, 1966, The interview lasted about two"
hours, and during the entire: time, a tane recorder and microphons
were across the room firom Major Quintanllla, in-his sight. e
recorder was running tie entire time, ang Major’'Qulintanllla made .
ne oblactlion to 1lts beling:.used to record the Interviesw,
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5/10/66 Portege County, Ohio Court House: UFO Investigation 4/p7~

_=~ Major Hector Quintanilla, Project Blue Book /WQKE
Deputy Sheriff Dale Spaur
lounted Deputy Wilbur "Barney" Neff

PyBLICATION

Deputy Sheriff Robert Wilson, Radio Operator

Sheriff Ross Dustman

-= (Filling out form) Here's a good question. Excuse me, sir. It says,
"iJe wish to know the angular size. Hold a match stick at arm's length in

line

head

that

e

the time right then.

with a known object, and note how much the object is covered by the
of the match." It'd take & hell of a boxcar load of matches to cover
thing up. This is. at the time we seen 1t?

I’hn h:mm °

You're not gonna believe it.

Put it down the way you experienced it. Don't, uh,

The head of a match.

* . ° . L] L ] L ] ° . °

This thing was like a Ehree bedroom ranch home at

(silence follows.)

L L] o o ° ° *

S -- (Drawing) This part here; we couldn't tell how much was in there. This
part here was so bright, the bottom of it, you couldn't tell how far anything

went down in therse.
angle of trim.,
back third of it probably.

This was real bright; this front part w@uld change its
It would start toward you, you could just see part of the

(Cough) angled off, would come south of us, or

go back on the north side of the road that we were going down.

.Q - Im hImno

S == Or it would maneuver, this part would be a real bright, blue light, or
a white~blue light, like a mercury vapor or something; a white light. The
only thing that would change is, it would get brighter when it would go up,
and then it would seem like it would lose part of its intenseness, of the
light, as it would come back down to us. The only part we could see that

was metal wag this part right here; this is where we could see the one pro-
jection on 1t == this is our radio operator (just entered room) that night
too; he's studying, going to medical school (Wilson has on white uniform)
there was this one projection on it that we could see at any time; there were
a couple times it made the same maneuver we couldn't see it . «

Q =~ At this time could you see all this?

S =- Yes. Very Clearly. Very clear, there was no problem at all, as a matter
of fact, the liaghter it got, the better we could see it. At first we could
only follow the light, and this one projection agalnwt the sky as it started
to get light; silhouette, like when it would want to go, just like, if you ;
were gonna make a right bank in an aircraft, and you drop your wing down and
the top « » « comes into view. When it would do this, you could see this one

projection on the back.

Fifteen or eighteen feet long, it would appear to be.

This is strictly an estimate.

Q == Sure,

S == We could see it very clearly. Now when it would go back north away from
us, all we could see was the bottom of it, the light part; we couldn't see any

other metallic part of it.

The metalllc part that we could see == -

S RPN
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Q -- You couldn't see any shape to it, you just saw the light.

S == Right, at first it was a completely clean cut light, there was no fog

to it of anything; a beautiful brilliance to it and it was clear. « « « When

it would go past us on the south side, and it would start bakk, when you
looked out you could get the same angle on the other side of this ship, or
whatever you want to call it. But that's the metallic part that you could see.
You could see it very plain, and it was like an aluminum top that's been used
for a while; it was definitely a silver, or light color, but it wasn't like
chrome; it was silver color but it wasn't polished silver, Smoky silver.

Dull silver, or whatever you'd call it;.-it was, I saw it very plainly.

Q =- How did it travel?

S == Well, it seemed like the nose part of this thing, like when it was going,
it seemed like it, this, when it was going forward, the nose part would be
down. ILike the light part of this outer rim here, the center of it, was
reflecting up on it. Against it. . « « When it wanted to go forward, it would
go at an angle like this; if it wanted to go straight up, it would level out;
if it wanted to go to the right, it, just like it was gonna make a right bank
only it was a == :

N il Slideo
-= Just like it slid, it was ==

S
Q == (Fluttering hand through air) Did it ever do this?
S == No sir, it never staggered. A
Q -- It didn't zig-zag?

S == No, sir.! It was -all, beautiful maneuvers; they were clean, they were,
there was no, uh, there was no washout in them at all.

Q =-- Ever go up or down, sideways?

S == It made a climb for altitude in Canfield, when we first saw it it climbed
for altitude about five hundred feet, it maintained that for quite a while,

we got over Berlin reservoir, it went up some morey I'd say it probably picked
up another two hundred fifty, three hundred feet, when it went to the north
side of the road for the last time. When we got to Canfield, It went up, to
about, I'd say pretty close to two thousand feet because it was getting up
there pretty good. After it cleared the area of Canfield, over the city

park, on the outskirts where we were going through, it came back down going in
towards Columbiana county to I'd say about fifteen hundred feet, maybe a
thousand, fifteen hundred. Right along there we were, by then we'd covered
quite a bit of ground. And I suppose right along that area, I think about

a thousand, a thousand five hundred feet, is where we picked up the other car.

Q == Conway.

S =- No, sir, this was out of East Palestine. . . (silence)
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N—

Q -- Would you two gentlemen mind leaving for a few minutes? He can tell.you
all he knows afterwards., /(Pause while Webb and Weitzel exit.)/ When you,
when you gentlemen first saw this thing, how low was it on the ground?

S == Well, we, when we Iirst saw it, actually it came up behind us -- see, Bob
radioced first; to make a long story short: Sumnit County Sheriff's Office
radiced, we had a, it's all 39.58 megacycles, and we monitor all traffic in
our car ==

Q - )‘hn hmno

S == And Bob was talking to Summit County and Surmit County told him that :
this object had been seen and the lady had just called in /(or "that a lady")/
that sald there was this real huge bright object, higher than a street light
and lower than an airplane, and, uh, you get quite a few calls (chuckle) in

the police business. And actually, we were working on a traffic accident;
"we had just finished up, there was reports in, we paid not very much, well

very little attention to it then, and I heard Bob tell the other operator

you know, the lady must have drank too much, you know, to forget it. So we
were finished up, and the man from the power company out handling the hot wires
on the line that had been torn down -- we went Gown to a restaurant at the corner.
in Deerfield, bought three cups of coffee, and we came back out and we gave

the man in the power truck a cup of coffee, since it was pretty cool out, and
we each had one and we were drinking as we went, you know, just tear a hole in
the plastic 1i1d so you can kind of sip as you go along. While we were sitting
there talking to him, well there was more traffic on the radio., So the guy

in the truck, he made a couple of comments, you know, and I said maybe -the
moon's changing, you know, and some of the wherd ones are out tonight, something
to this effect. So we started east on 22L# we were going to come over to
Brimfield, Mogadore area, which we have a lot of business, shopping plazas,
couple or three banks and stuff that we keep a pretty close eye on; we patrol
all the buildings., So were starting back across 224 about a mile and a half
or two miles east®# of 183 on 224, when we passed an old Ford at the side of
the road, a '59 Ford, so I told him we'd best chekk it out, and we went up the
road and we made a U turn, came in behind the car, because at this point thias
1s all standard work, I mean it's the same with any F7/F¥f department ==

Q S }ﬁn hm.

S == He gets out the right side, I got out the left side, he goes to the right
fromt corner of the cruiser, which is where he stops -- sort of an insurance
policy == I got out the left and I went tc the left rear of the other vehicle,
I turned Jjust to make a sort of visual observation tﬂyyy of the area, to make
sure nobody had walked into the woods, you know, to take a leak or somesthing.
And I always look behind me so no one cen come up behind me. And when I
looked, in this wooded area, behind us, I saw this thing. At this time 1t

was coming up. And there's a slight ralse there; went up to about treetop
level, I'd say about a hundred foot. It started moving towards us. At this \
time he was still looking straight ahead., Abd I ~= -

Q == You say treétop level, now: you don't get a distance that way except that
you're on the ground. ;
; |
S == QK == - ‘

1
Q == So: would you say that that's maybe thirty degrees elevation that you were !
on the ground and looking up == depends on the trees, of course.

W fr e PoINT Wweke T Swa Fasr opf 234 I Men7 WesT, I wds 4 hirrle 070
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§ == Well, now the trees that it was clearing was right on top of this one
raise right beside the road directly to the berm of the road. And at the time
that when I was watching it, it was, it was so low that you couldn't see it
until it was right on top of you. :

Q == Mm hmm,

S == As it came over the trees, I looked at Barney and he was still watching
the car, the car in front of us, and he didn't say nothing and the thing kept
getting brighter and the area started to et light, and I lookdd at Barney this
time and then I told him to look over his shoulder. So he did. (Someone
chuckles). He didn't say nothing, he just stood there with his mouth open for
a minute, and as bright as it was and he looked down. And I started looking
down and I looked at my hands and my clothes weren't burning or anything when
it stopped, right over on top of us. The only thing, the only sound in the
whole area was a hum. And it'd just change a little bit. It wasn't anything
screaming or real wild. But you, it'd sound like a transformer being loaded or
an overloaded transformer when it changes.

Q == Like an AC hum, something like that?

S == Yeah, When it would -- no, it was like when you load it, when it changes
like it, I don't know exactly. You remember the old pitchpipe in the school
when the teacher blows it and then she moves up one notch on it? Well it's ==

Q == Oh yes, yes, yes.
S == You remember, when you.were gonna sing a song ==
Q == No matter what you sing, yeah ==

S == You simg God Bless America; that's against the law, now, isn't it ==

(Laughter)

S ==~ VWell, anyway, it's, I don't know exactly how long I was, uh, I was pretty
scared for a couple minutes; as a matter of fact, I was petrified; and, uh,
so I moved my right foot, and everything seemed to work all right. And

evidently he made the same decision I did, was to get something between me and
it, or us and it, or whatever you would say. So we both went %or the car, we
got in the car, and we set there, I'm, I wouldn't even venture if it was ten
seconds, thirty seconds or three minutes, I just know we ==

Q == CK; let's back up. From
S - OK'

Q == From the time that you saw, this thing, up until the time that it came
over you, how many minutes would you estimate?

S == To come over top of us?

Q -=- The time that you first saw it, you said, over the tree level. Coming up,
'til it stood over you. How many minutes did that take?

S == Probably a minute. That's, I mean it didn't take very long, but it was

too close =-=- when we seen it, there was just this one divide down there, and
this one little wooded area that we couldn't see over the top of, and, I mean,
I dian't, I couldn't even say if it came over ==
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Q == Well, let's try and get a feel for the time, Dale ==

S -- Bubt it was no more than a minute or so, because it was right on top of
us before I ever seen it. And it stood there, and it hovered, and we didn't
make any, anything, and I didn't touch nothing, Barney didn't say nothings.
And it moved right out east of us, and it came back down, and it moved right
out east of us, just right away from us, and sat there for a second, right
out east of us (sic), just right away from us, and sat there for a second,
and nothing still didn't happen to me, and Barney looked all right; and I
punched the mike button and the light came on, so I picked. it up, and I first
started to tell them, you know, this thing was there. And I thought, well,
if I do, he'll think, I thought, well, maybe I'm too excited; so I just told
Bob on the radio, I said, "This bright object is right here, the one that
everybody says is going over." And he comes back with llke something (sic),
"Shoot it!" you know, or something.

W == No, see, I thought it was a weather balloon, see; everybody's talking
about swamp gas ==

Q -- For God's sake, don't, don't shoot down weather balloons, fcause ==

W -- Yeah, that's what Shoenfelt says; Shoenfelt was in there too; everybody
really got excited all of a sudden, see., And I thought, you know, it was one
of these cptical phenomena . o o « L thought, well, if 1t was a weather
balloon, we'll shoot it down and send it back in to the government . « o .
and clear this thing up once and for all « . . o after we got to thinking 1t
over, it wasn't such a good idea to shoot 1t down, so muchl :

Q -- (garbled)

S == So, with this thought in mind, I waited a minute, and I had some things
to say, but I didn't. And it just set there, and I could, right out east of
us, right straight sprung out in the center, I mean, well it was low, and it
was bilg, and great God Almighty, it was like ==

Q -= OK, Dale. When it came up to the top =--
S -- Right.

Q -- To where it set in the east -- [dYdf) garbled) didn't you say, it was
going east, and setfing -- how long did that take?

S == It just == it just moved right up and stopped; it didn't go any distance,
it wasnt't, it wasn't a hundred, it wasn't two Eundred fifty feet in front of

the car. And everything was 1it up, it was real bright, and it was low, and

at this time if I'd have had to describe it, I'd have said it just looks like

a, a, a, hell, it was big as a house! This thing was, uh, it was no toy; this,
this thing is, I mean, you don't look up and say, a guy holds up and says, :
"From this pin, how much would you say it was covered?"! This thing is, uh,

big enough to cover the road! This is 22, from berm to befin, this thing would °
have covered. It was a, a, I never had this, uh, like looking down the middle

of hell, or something, for a minute. And it was very bright; it'd make yousm = |
eyes water. And, uh, Shoenfelt came in, my sergeant, and he says, "Do you have ‘
a camera?" And I said, "No sir, I don't have one." Or, I don't think I said l
"sir", I said, "No, I don't", or something. And he said, "Can you follow it? 3
Or stay with 1t or keep it under observation; we'll get a camera car there, ‘
we'll get somebody there with a photo unit, we'll photograph it, so we can 1
ldentify it." So I said "10~4", and we started moving up to it again, or !
out behind 1t; we went to 183; we had to go direct south; when we turned south,
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it was right behind us then, right directly to the, to the rear of the

car and we were going south; right directly behind us. We got back to

22lL end we turned left, this is right at Atwater. When we got there,

it put it right straight out the left window of the car, excuse me, almost
due north of the car. At this time, it came straight south, just one
motion, buddy, just a smooth glide, went right to the south side of the
highway, took off east again, right of us, and’ we was pacing it, right
along the side of it. Ground speed at this time would stay right at

eighty six miles an hour. Right straight with it, right straight out

the window, right at the corner of the windshield, Barney watching it,

and me watching it, as it was going over the area, at this time, it was

no more, after it gained altitude, no more than between three and five
hundred feet, 'cause it was light on the ground underneath of it. It was,
the illumination from it, when it crossed that big crane, where the strilp
field is and stuff, you could see it just as plain as you can see that
telephone. And this was before daylight. It came, from the, through
Deerfield circle, 'cause I know I had to go between a tractor and a trailer,
it came back out and started east again, towards Berlin, right over Deerfield
circle, they were trying to get two camera cars from Salem up there, two
cars with cameras in them, and they were coming north, straight east;

at this time, this thing, whatever you want to call it, picked probably up
another hundred and fifty feet over the water, 'cause that's when I started
the light up under it, wasn't it, right about Berlin, that it went ==

come straight back across the car, to the north side of the road, and we
started towards, through Mahoning county. This time it was around one
hundred and three; clocking it, and we stayed right with it; ground speed
was the same, Never, == :

Q == You were doing & hundred and three, this thing you say was to the
left of you?

S == Yes sir. Right to the left of us, It had come back to the north
side of the road, and ~=

Q == Was the window ‘down, or the windshield was up?

S == The windshield -~ oh, the window, ¥Yeah., The window was uUpe SO W& =w
we followed it, the only time it raised, the next time it raised again,

was 1t, we had to make one angle turn there, and it came back to us, this
1s the first good look to it, was just about then, right, just after we
crossed Berlin reservoir we were going into Mahoning county.

Q, == Mm hmme

S =-- And it, and when it come back south towards us, and when it did, it
angled, you could see it silhouetted against the sky, and the beam of it
was (masked by unidentified cough) it was going straight behind it from
the way it was going would stay behind it. And you could see the whole
back third of a metallic object. Or, what appeared to be metallic to me,
you could see it just as plain as, silhouetted against the sky, and I \
thought then we could identify it. I really thought that, that there |
would be something that I would know what it was. And I could see only
one projection. And all this I kept radioing back. Everything that I,
everything I seen, I gave it to the other cars, and Bob on the radio;

I gave it to the other counties as I was going, so that if we cracked

up, somebody would know that there was something there. So: the sergeant
came in, and he said, "Well stick with it as long as you cen, until we

get another car in pursuit with cameras and break off your pursuit,” So:
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this goes on, it changed direction probably two or three more times, we
got tangled up once at a couple of intersections (indistinct word) ==

N == We went into Canfield, it'd come across the front of the road, ==

D == Turned off to the right =--

N == And we turned off to the Pight. And it was over to the right of us
then, and that throwed it back over to the left hand side of the cruiser,
And it seemed like it just went off the road and quit; when we was going
a little bit south, it turned and come right back with us. South.

S == It, uh, it seemed like, uh, we only got, we only passdd, uh, very

Q == When this thing was right in front of you, in the windshield, what
portion of the windshield were you able to see it was (masked)

S == You mean when it first moved out from us ?

S == When it first moved ouf from us, all you had to do was set there,
right d¢ (unfinished word) =- just look out the windshield, it was right
there; right dead in the center,

Q == Well what portion of the windshield was 1t? The top? Bottom? Middle?

S‘-- Just about the middle of it. Just right straight through it. Well,
now, I say the middle of it, it would be the (==).

Q == TOp ==

S == (continuing) top better third of the windshield. After it moved out
in front of us. 'Cause it was, it was very close. I never seen anything
like it. It was a monster. Uh, I don't, I mean it looked like a monster
to me., The only time, the most altitude it ever got was, I know it wasn't
over two thousand feet, that was when we come in, when it passed over the
top of Wayne Huston. And that was about the highest point, there, until
after we got to the mountain, before we went into Rochester. And then it
changed again, it came back over once, this, Wayne got a real good look

at it, it was all the way to the, all the way £ down to the side of the
road, it goes back north again. Then we started down through this one
place, that, I believe, I don't remember the name of it, I wasn't reading
very many of the signs a t the time. And I was in strange country. So
Wayne knows the roads real well, so he was helping me out, he was telling
me which way I'd have to make the turns, as I went. And we thought we'd
lost 1t; because we said, "This will be it, we're gonna lose it right here."™ -

Q == What time was this?
(Unidentified loud laugh)

-~ -

1
S == Well, (Mixed talking: Spaur, Neff, Wilson; "after five") }
Q == It was after five when you started (chuckle ). t

S == I don'!t know exactly what time it was, hut we thouzht we wvers. omva
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(Final time determination unsettled here)

S == I don't know exactly what time it was, but we thought we were gonna
lose it. There was about twenty to twenty five seconds probably, through
this one thing there. We came back out, we could see it again, we went
through this mass of turns, and at this point it was just, I had my hands
full of car! '

N -- That's where 51 hooked up with 59, south of Rochester, next to the
city limits, might even be in the city limits, but it's a bypass around
the edge of town when you (iIndistinct; might be "get into the curves,")

S == See, he knew the roads; they were just giving me instructions. And
I'm driving. At this time, I thought we'd lost it, so when we came outb
of 51, and I first looked up in the mirror to make sure Wayne had made
that last burn because we had power turns, you know, brakes screaming,
slide through them, because otherwise you couldn't get enough power coming
out. And just as I kicked in passing gear, and I felt my car correct,

I looked up in the mirror to see Wayne and I s_een the nose of his car

go down, and he says, "It stopped,"™ and I looked right ahead of us and
there it was. It came right over route 51, and it lost probably half

its altitude, so help me God, it went down over 51, waited as we came

up to it, it went right up to the left, it went right straight up about
about five, six, seven hundred feet and took off again, right at the same
pace, S0 it ==

N == When it wanted to raise, it didn't go up partways, it just went straight
upy then went out, .

S ==~ Yeah. I never seen nothing like it, in my life. And on the other
development, they were trying to get Chippewa barracks on it. And they
finally got a radio operator awake, We were out of our frequency range,

we were like a, where there were no more cars, So we started again, by
then we were getting towards Freedom, and every time we'd hit a long curve,
or anything, I'd started picking up air, I was running out of gas. Get to
Freedom, still right there. When we got tangled up, it just slowed down.
We came out of the other end of Freedom, going out of Conway, which I guess
that's, starts into west Pittsburgh, =-- :

N == Seventeen or eighteen miles, from that town to Pittsburgh; you stopped
at the end of Conway,

Q == Yeah, I've checked it out.

S == I saw this cruiser sitting in a filling station, and I told Wayne,

I said there's another car; I was already out of fuel anyway, and my tires
were pretty well burnt up, so I shot in this place, and we told him what

was happening; he called his dispatcher, his dispatcher said he had the
airport on the phone, which they say they didn't, now. And they even gave
us a phone number for me to call back, which they say we didn't, but I

did, And I don't know who I talked to, I forgot the guy's name, but I o
remember the last part of the number, it was four thousand, I think, or ‘
four hundred or something like that, when we went to the police station. i
At that point; when we first got there, and watched this thing, or watched 1
the moon, or part of it, the quarter moon was here, and there was like where ﬁ
a man in the moon would have been in the pictures they draw, there was one
bright spot right off the, about where the nose would have been on the moon,
but the bright spot had been there, I don't know how long the bright spot
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had been there, it was qulte a while. But when we were watching, it would
have been, at this time, =~ of course that spot was awful small, it wasn't
as big as this, that we were watching. And we were about the same, we
watched it right through an antenna, Four officers standing side by side. .
Watched an airliner come out of the airport, go right underneath of it;

he was taling on the radio, he told them that he thought, you know, asked
them about, they had traffic on scrambling fighters to see if they could
intercept it or identify it. When they started talking about fighter
planes, we could see these planes coming in, now we were, they sald they
weren't there, but I s(unfinished) so I had another hallucination.

(Laughter unidentified)

S ~=- When they started talking about fighter planes, it was just as if
that thing heard every word that was said, it went PSSSSHHEW, straight up;
and I mean when it went up, friend, it didn't play no games; iT went

straight up.

Q == There were no fighter planes that were scrambled.
S == There were no fighter planes, :
Q == Talked to the tower operator at the Greater Pittsburgh Airport.

S == That's the one I called back. That's four oh -~ I forget the number
now, Put I know it was three zeros in it, whatever the number was. Now,
the radio traffic was about the airplanes. Now the other airplanes was
right in the area, and we watched that airliner go directly underneath of
it, all four of us., And all that guy'd had to've done was look straight

up, 'cause it was setting right on top of him.. And he went right under it.
And at this time, its altitude and its distance, and at this time, it was
ag, if you were looking at it, compared to an object tha®t you wanted to see,
it was as big as a washtub then. Even after it went up the first time and
we were standing right there watching it.

Q == See, the tower operator at Pittsburgh didn't pick up anything. The
radar didn't pick up anything, and that's why no aircraft were scrambled.
(Low voice, not sure of a few words /W. W./)

S == Well, now, see, this is, this is the different stories we get; we
understand that there was, planes scrambled down here when this whole thing
first started.

Q =~ Talked with Colonel Hendricks at Youngstown; he scrambled no aircraft
whatsoever at the time., He sald he doubted if he could get his men up at
five thirty in the morning to go out, and chase uh ==

S == Something that isn't there, Venus, and I understand it, really.

(Chuckle unidentified) A\

Q == No, it's it's (sic) just that they're not on duty at the time, see, i
so there'!'s . + o -« (discussion of what planes are in air, ready, etc. \
Spaur complainds about brevity of interview when he called in from Penn~- {

\

sydvania. Quintanilla explains it was the radio operator, busy controlling
air traffic.)

S == No. I say that who their radio operator was talking to, I don't know ==



5/10/66 QSNWD partial transcript AT FOR PUGUCﬁT/OA/ page 10

Q == No, he called radar,

S -= Because I know that, it was, the trafflc that came back is that they
thought there was fighters scrambled in the area, When they said "fighter
planes," that thing really went, buddy, it really went. It didn't monkey
around, i1t just PHSSSSSEW, straight up, just as though it could stand
there and listen to us, it was like it had a radio on it or something.

Q == I uh, I, I don't want you to feel that I'm disputing anything ==
S == No!

Q == I'm just telling you what I know,.

S -= Oh! Well, that's, that's, ==

Q == From your information, the information which I have been able to
check, checking out all the balloon activity in this area, all the aircraft
actifity in this area, especially in the rocket(?) you were followln

at the time, -=- at one time, because of the description I felt that maybe
you were chasing a balloon. But, uh, there were no balloons in the area,
And, uvh, ==

S == Are those balloons propelled? Or, what, I was under the ==-

Q == They go with the wind. o « + (discussion of wind velocity/ altitude
differences that morning. Major Quintanilla produces information on this,)

S == I didn't know any kind of wind was blowing.

Q == This is one of the reasons I asked for that information; wind velocities,
not only that, but also the temperatures. In this whole area around here,
especially the area in which you followed == my job is to try to

determine what these things are. It's not a very pleasant one, believe me.

W == What did you do, that got you this kind of a job?

Q == I really don't know (chuckle) I've often asked myslef that question.
I checked out everything. I checked the radar, at Oakdale, which is
further this way, and checked the one at Greater Pittsburgh. They had
nothing. Absolutely nothing.

S == There were no alrcraft there.

Q == There were aircraft, but they were aircraft that were coming in and
taking offe s « « (Description of how radar is used, for bringing in
airplanes. Description of network for radar pickup of satellites,) I
checked with them. The only thing that they had over this particular area
was satellite Echo. I don't know whether you realize it or not, but there
are a_t least thirty satellites that are visible to the naked eye. And
these things have a northeasterly and a southeasterly component. Excépt .|
three. Three of them have what we call retrograde (motion?). And they
have an east-west component. These are sort of bastard satellites, that
weren't supposed to go that way, but the booster system kind of goofed 'em
up and put 'em in a different orbit. And I checked thoroughly with my, .

I had a thirty five minute conversation, to put the Information into a
computer., And this is why I made the determination spceifically, because
of the directions which you gave me. That you had first spotted the

L]
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satellite coming over, and then focused on Venus. Venus at that night,
that's a typical night, was at a magnitude of =3.,9. Which is the brightest
thing in the sky, except for the moon.

S == Well, I (indistinct)
Q == (Indistincs; could be, "Literally everything we've got.")

S == Well, I don't know anythlng about it, but I == I'm under the impression
that == two things I'm under the impression of, whether(?) I have a miscon=
ception of =- :

Q == No, you aren't, Dale, it's not a misconception Dale, it's == you're
not the first one to chase that. : A

S == No, I (indistinct)(less than 1 second) oh, I definitely, I won't chase
a, I, I know darm well I wasn't chasing a satellite, first of all =~

Q -=- You weren't chasing a satellite, I didn't say you were chasing a
satellite,

S == As I understand it, a satellite orbits at about seven thousand three
hundred and some miles an hour, to seven thousand five hundred. I may be
wrong. Second of all, I think that if it was in the atmosphere as close

as thls thing wes, as large as it was, it would have probably burned up

at that speed. Second of all, I'm under the impression that our satellites
doesn't stop and go and go up and down; this is one thing, I didn't know ‘it
could maneuver, but it was -=-

Q -~ Well, they zig~zag. They don't zig-zag, 'cause a satellite is in
perfect motion. But it gives the illusion of zig=-zagging. It gives the
illusion of movement. DBut it's not because the satellite itself is moving,
it's because the eyeball does this. Your eyes, my eyes, and his eyes.

S == Second of all, I'm under the impression that Venus rises out of the
east, as the morning star. And this is probably another thing that's
wrong, I'm not sure. -

Q -- Depends. Depends.

S == Huh?
Q == Sometimes it'll rise right over you.

S == One OK, Sohanyway —

Q@ == Venug == Venusg == Venus today, (papers rattling) rises at 02:49 in the
morning. And 1t rises 150° azimuth and 25° elevation. It doesn't have to
rise low on the horizon, it can rise high. But it's on the ecliptic, yes.

S == 0K, s0 it's on the ecliptic. Granted, you have this. Now -~ this,
~this thing is this large; this big and this low; and these people watched
this thing from over in the Mogadore area; they report it, and I follow it,
and I have Barney with me, we're going down the road; so you're gonna
discount, well, there's two nuts; we're running Venus. Now Venug ==
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Q Now, now wait a minute == |

S == Well, wait a minute, let me speak == ‘ (Voiqes mixed, loud)
Q =- you used the wrong word ==

S == OK == well, ==

Q == I'm an officer in the United States Air Force ==

§ == Right =~ you definitely are ==

Q == and I don't call anybody a nutl

S ==~ No, OKe I have hallucinations.thenl But this is, what I've been
saying == a

Q == I didn't say you were having hallucinations.

S =-- What Ifm trying to say is this: I'm golng down the road; now this
thing, that I am following, == 3

Q -= And treat me with the same respect that I treat you.

S == I will sir, I am; I'll treat you with more respect than I've been
treated the lagt == A :

Q =-=.I'm not calling you a nut, I'm not saying you had hallucinations.

S == All right, the last twenty days! Anyway, this thing passes over
another police car. He watches it go by, he's spotted it now. This is
two cars, that's fixed on Venus., So we're going down the road. And we
get into Conway, Pennsylvania, and this thing passes over the third car,
that's sitting there., Not even on the same frequency, I never met, seen,
spoke to before nor after this, another officer., He's watching the same
thing as it goes over top of him, going towards Pittsburgh, as we come
screaming in. Now: we watched it, four men, standing right there, four
officers. Probably, you say anything you want, we stood right there, watched
it, watched the plane go underneath of 1t, and watched it make a vertical
climb straight up, and this, sir,

Q == Disappeared.

S == (continued) my knowledge is God's truth. Yes sir. The only thing
left to even look at, after we went to the station and called the guy,
was the one bright spot that was there, the sun was up coming up full and
the moon was fading out. It was about a quarter of a moon, and right
straight off that moon, which would have been to the south of the moon

if you were looking west, was one bright spot. I'd say it was probably,
would look like a pencil eraser, real bright.

W == That was the mother ship.,
S == Huh? The other ship ==

W == That was the mother}shipl

S == Oh, the mother ship. Ybu guys are gonna have me convincad pretty
soon; aw, give me a tranquilizer and some coffeel T i'c 4.t “ove been: Q)

N o d e

BTSSRt
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(Laughter)

S == This thing was to, would have been to the left, which was the north

of it, and we watched it, 1t went up, stopped, the airliner went under it,
and then it went straight up. Just as straight up, as, well, just, straight
up. And there - I, uh, I wouldn't conceive of what, I know that
people, uh, can get fixed on somethlng maybe, or something like that; but

T don't think that =~ I don't see how that, uh, myself and another cruiser
and another guy and all this could go over. Chasing Venus. I, uh, I

won't concede a part of it. I know that there's, uh, this may be a way

to discount it or what it is, but I know that it was there, I seen it

very gainly, ==-

Q -= Dale, it's not a question of discounting; we're trying to get into the
(one word fuzzy) we're trying to make the determination as to what it was.

S == S8ir, if I could tell you what it was, believe me, Major, I =- I myself,
and like I said before, if I told you that I seen a Ford golng down the
highway, you'd know what I was talking about. And if you said, "Gee, there
goes a Chevrolet," you would assume the fact that you identified it and I
know what it is. The same thing with an aircraft, you say, "There goes

a B=29," and I say, "Yep, sure is, that's an old war=horse," or something
to this effect, and it's identified. This, I have never seen nothing like
it before or after, or in the wildest far-fetched imagination, ¢ « o I know
you can have an optical illusion, or even see somtehing moving, or like if
you look through a pilece of glassor something (--)

Q =-- Yeah, distortions.

S == (continued) I can go along with this., But nothing this big, that it
ever even looked, or, in my wildest dreems I don't think I could have ever
imagined or seen ahything like it. Now -~ what it is I don't know, where

it came from I don't know, who it belongs to I don't know, but it definitely
was there, and, uh, it'd take something just short.of heocaven or hell, one,
to change my mind, me personally, because of the fact that I don't think
that anyone could follow something that low and that far, and not be able

to determine that they were actually in the pursuit of something, and I
don't think that there could be that much mass hysteria. Possibly, somebody
might be able to figure it out. I don't know. But this thing was there, I

seen it very plainly; I seen 1t outside the car, I saw it inside the car, and

I saw it from outside the car after I got to Conway, Pennsylvania., And I
would hate to think that I gambled this man's 1life, and a lot of other
people's 1lives, chasing Venus. I don't believe for an instant that I was
following Venus. I don't know how to.-explain’ it. I don't have the
slightest idea. But sir, this thing was as real as (indistinct word) ==

Q == You know -= Dale == I'm just goling to say this for whatever it's worth:
you're not the first one it's happened to. -

S == Well, I don't doubt that for a minutey, There're seventeen ==

Q -- (masks part of Spaur's statement) Two weeks -- two weeks before your

report came in, I had a report from a woman in Interstate, Iowa . « (muffled)

S == (muffled)
Q == (muffled)

L et e
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Q ~= The Air Force doesn't pay me to, to how many cases they get, or
(muffled)

§ == Well, I very well understand this.
Q =-- We analyze it, and evaluate 1it.
S == I very well understand that. And I respect your position. But ==

Q -- I've checked every bit of activity. Every bit of it. And =-- and
then your =-- the information which I got b®srors -- is just the same infor=-
mation that you gave in the forms. (Papers rattling) On the telephone.

D -- Well, I, I feel this way about it. It's too damn bad that these :
things are running around through our sky over our heads, and the United |
States Alr Force and the government doesn't know what's going on out thore.
Because there's too many of them, and there's too many people have seen 1t;
and there certainly must be something to it.

Q == Sheriff -- There are, like I sald before, at least twenty‘per cent of :
SAC is up in the air at all times. For one reason only. Radar stations ,
are all over this country. Not only in the interior, but in the exterior. ‘
They operate on a twenty four hour schedule. '

D -- That's what I thought they did.

Q == Did you? Three shifts. Eight hours, twenty four hours a day.

W == What doés the Alr Force think these are, Major?

Q -- Hom?

Wea Whaﬁ does the Air Force think these are?

Q -=- Mlsinterpretation of conventional objects and natural phenomena. We

have over ten thousard, two hundred cases on file at Wright-Patterson. This
goes back to 1947. Last year, just to show you == (muffled; movement at ;
desk) Last year we had 2l5 astronomical cases. « o «(discussion of statistiecs)
(categories into which reports are put are read: Astronomical, Aircraft, |
Balloons, Insufficient Data, Other.)

W == What category does this go under? What Dale saw?

Q == Place i1t in the category of satellite and astronomical observations,
i, e« o 0o o e o e« o o s (Discussion of photo taken recently)

Q == Sheriff, (indistinct) it's been unpleasant, but, uh, I've checked all
the activity. (Indistinct) this is one of the reasons why I stayed home,
so I could check all the activity., DBecause it's a lot easier for me, to
check with my communications channels; sit in the office and just punch
buttons, and say, "OK, get me Akron," "Get me Cleveland," "Get me Toledo,"

and then check out the information. This is exactly the gyrations I went . ‘
through., ]

- A

I
{
{

T Well, I'm sorry it's turned out this way, because I know a lot of
peopde have come to me and they saw the same damm thing, and there's too
many people involved for this thing to be a mirage, or somebody's imaginationj

L don't, uyh, I'm like Dale; nobody will ever convince me it wasn't somethin
actual that's up there. « « « (Discussion of capabilities of radar.]

\
|
|
|
|
!
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(Those who had exited return to room: Carol Clapp, Tom Schley, David Webb
and William Weitzel. County Prosecutor brings in coffee, Clapp and Schley
take press photographs. WW questions Q; DW questions Se)

Wil == You seem to be skeptical about the physical reality of unidentified
flying objectse.

Q == I'm not skeptical about anything. I look at people's statements,
and the information that is given to me. .

WW == Well, may I ask your own opinion about these things? Do you think
there is any common denominator among the reports? ~

Q == No, there isn't. There is no parallel whatsoever,

WW == You mean, ouﬁ of all the ten thousand reports, they're all completely
different? " ;

Q == I said that (indistinct here). There is no character(?) ==
WW == But you == you chtegorize them,

Q == (continuing) there is == Of course I categ == categorize them,
The characteristics of satellites are the samel

Wi == You mean all these reports are due to satellites?
Q == Oh, I didn't say that.
W == Well, T asked you (tape runs out., WW turns reel over to side 2.)

Wi ==~ How do you account for the maneuvers of this UFO? If it was a
satellite? : :

Q == He had atmospheric noises. (Indistinct sentsnce. Laughter,)

WW =-- Not that kind of noise. |

Q == No, it's, uh, there's atmospheric noise., I've seen 1t myself,
Wi == Visual? v :

Q == Yes. This is the reason I carry binoculars with me at all times,

WW -=- How about the fact that it was seen north, when they were driving
east, and it seemed due south, when they were driving e=

Q == They were changing direction, , )
WW == Yeah, but -- see, they saw this to the east == to the north when they

were going east, it was to their left. And then when they were going south,
it was ahead of them,

Q == You have to get on the road, and I'm checking on the road, and this
thing would have been to the left.
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WW == Yeah, but when they're heading south, and it's ahead of them, you see,
then 1t's south; and when they're heading east and-1t's to the left, then
it's north. -

Q -- When the thing disappeared, they were changing, they were changing to
the southeast direction, it was right in front of them. That statement 1s
right there (chuckle).

Wiy -- Yeah, but they were going due east toward Canfield, and then due south
out of Canfield; it was ahead of them both times.

Q -=- (pause, chuckle) :

WW == Did they tell you that they passed Canfleld ==
Q == I've got the statement right there.

W == That they were going southeast at every moment?

Q == No, of course not. Because the road doesn't follow southeast at every
moment. You have bends in every road.

Wi == Yeah, but see this had a right angle bend at Canfield, and they were
going east; and the object was seen to the north -- following along side
the road. And then when they headed south, the object was ahead of them,
to the south. If you're aimed south, and somethingys in front, then it's
to the south; and if you're aimed east, and something's to the left, then
it's north. : :

Q == Of course,

VW == Well then how could.a satellite have been seen following thems along
the north, and then when they turned around and went south == (#the road)

Q == Look ==~ a satellite 1s not visual, You can't observe a satellite for
more than ten minutes at the most. ,

Wi == Right. And they had this thing in view for, almost ==
Q == For an hour and thirty five minutes.
W -- Well how could that have been a satellite then?

Q == I didn't say that that was a satellite, did I? I saild his first
observation, that caused his attention; but I don't want to get into a
squabble. : \

Wi == Well == look ==

Q =- No-- good afternooni

WW -= You're not going tb examine the dﬁta?
Q == I've examined the data. |

WW == Did you examine the data that it moved relative to the ==
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Q == Look, young fella, I'm finished with you.
WW == Does Venus move relative to the moon?

Q == Nol

WW == Well this thing did.

Q =-- Of course. Because Venus ls on the ecliptic just the same as the moon
is and just the same as (indistinct; could be "Jupiter")

WW == Did they tell you that "Venus", that this object; uh, rose, at the
left of the moon, that it was_below . it, it rose ==

Q -~ Yes, 1t rose up and down, and to the left and to the right.
Wﬁ -= And that's Venus.

Q == Yes. 7

WW -= When they're standing still?!

Q == Son, if you don't know anything about atmospheric convectlons,
I'm sorry.

W «a Well, Major Quintanilla, if you don't know anything about language,
I'm very sorry!l - This is most remarkable'

(Atsthat point, Major Quintanilla had left. David Webb questions Spaur:)

DWW == Did you tell him you saw the moon, and what you thought was Venus,
and also the object at' the same time? What did he say to this?

S == He said I didn't see it.

aircraft, and halluclination of astronomical phenomena, or something, I don't
know, it hurts a lot ==

(Loud laughter)
I 5,y IR contalend itk Zhacr:
T Jth i B faZol MAP

He said I had a misconception of a conventional
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Major Nector Quintanilla, Jre
wright-Patterson AFB
Dayton, Chio

Dear Major Quintamilla,

After our talk last week in Portage County, I was afraid you had gone
away with some i1l feeling, as you seemed to be angry that I was asking you
questions following the meeting. Iet me assure you that I was only concerned
that you get the full picture of what happened on april 17, as I am still
concerned, I am just as anxious as you are that an objective evaluation be
made, and I do not see how it could be objective if insufficient data were
collected, I am sure that you do not consider seriously reports of this sort:
"I saw a light in the sky some time last year." But you secemed to be interpreting
the report offered by the four police officers, particularly Dale Spaur, as this:
"I saw a light in the sky the morning of April 17, and followed it southeast.™:
Frankly, sir, I don't see that such a skimpy report would be worthy of your
attention in the first place, If this is all you thought it was, it must have
seemed a terrible waste of time to have to drive across Chio and back just to
have it repeated to you. If that is the case, I have much admiration for the
patience you showed at that meeting, despite a little heat between us at the end.

I will, likewise, understand if you choosc not to answer this letter, It
is, I know, difficult to change your mind or admit an error; even if after reading
my comments below, you still fecl you are right, you will probably think it a
waste of time to reply. Tlowever, I fecel it is only fair to offer you the opportunity
to change ny. mind, am willing to hgve it changed; indeed, I would not have dane
a coaplete job of aneStl”atino this case unless I sought your informed opinion,
I hope you will extend to me, then, the courtesy of proving me wrong, at least; -
or if on reconsideration you decide the opposite, of admitting it. I will not be
happy to be proven wrong, of course. But that would be totally irrelevant to what
should go into my record.

I shall offer my comments in this manner, or f£rom this point of view,
Assuming that you were aware of certain features of the testimony offered to
you orally on iay 10, and that these features, if taken seriously, would of
course rule out the explanation of the sighting you have decided upon, you
must have had some criterion, or criteria, for rulling out the features to
rule in the explanation. 12t me ba a little more clear, I don't mecan that
you took the explanation first, then the data, and eliminated the data to
fit the explanation; that would be ridiculous. I mean insgtead, that you must
have scen £it (for other reasons than that the explanation had to be preserved)
before making your evaluatlon, to eliminate those features. .

n reading that over, I see a lack of objectivity. If it irritates you to
sec me assuning anything &t all, from a scientific point of view, since it is
unscientific to color a problem with asswuptions, I will make this as well one
of my questions, even though that is stretching objectivity a bit! (Some assumptions
must be granted for a problem to even be secen!) BpBut to be rigorous, I will begin
there and nol assume an answer from you one way or the other,

1. Did you choose to disregard those features of the testimony that did not
fit your explanation?
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I must confess that if you answer "yes" thera, I won't expect a reply from
you, as the whole point of this letter is to have you £ill in for the record your
specific reasons for putting away certain parts of the testimony. Here are those
parts; the pointa are meant as questions -« "that reason is there for not taking

into account in an evaluation?" For " ", the followings

2, The UrO's sizes '"From berm to berm on 224" Spaur said, Rte. 224 is a
good sized, 2-lanc road. Also, he added when f£illing out the questionairre, "As
big as a thrca—bcd;om ranch home.”" And, "Hell, it was big as a house!"

3, The UFO's brightness: "Like looking down the middle of hell, or something,
for a minute. and it was vary bright; it'd make your eyes water,"

4, 'The UF0's change in brightness depending on its heights "It would get
brighter when it would go up, and then it would scem like it would lose part of
its intenscness, of the light, as it would cane back down to us."

5. ‘The UFO's sound: a humming noise that would change pitch.

6. The UF0's being secen to the north or south: £roa the enclosed map, and
the statement that it was to their left when traveling toward Canfield, north;
likewise, when they turned down 183 near Deerfield, it was behind them. at that
time it then moved to their right, thus south. Also, after leaving Canfield,
from [leff's testimony: "and we turned off to the rigcht. And it was over to the
risght of us then, and that throwed it back over to the left hand side of the cruiser,
And it seemed like it just went a~ the road and quit; when we was going a littla
bit south, it turned and come right back with us. South."

7. 'The 1lit-up ground under the UFQ: "It was no more, after it gained altitude,
no more than between three and five huadred feet, *cause it was light on the ground
underneath of it. It was, the illumination f£rom it, when it crossed that big crane,
vhere the strip field is and stuff, you could see i.t just as plain as you can see

hat telephone. And this was bcfore daylight."

8. The UF0's metallic appearance: '"Dut that's the metalliec part that you
could sce. You could see it veﬁy >lain, and it was like an aluminum top that's
been usced for a while; it was defn' tely a silver, or light color, but it wasn't
like chrome; it was silver color but it wasn't polished silver. Smoky silver.
Dull silver, or whatever you'd wall it; it was, I saw it very plainly."

9. The UFQ's projection: "wWhen it would do this, you could see this one
rojection on the back, Fifteen or eighteen feet long, it would appear to be.
This is strictly an estimate.”

10, 7The UF0's maneuvering: "Ihis front part would change its angle of trim,
e o o o there was this one projection on it that we could sce at any time; there
were a couple times it made the same mancuver we couldn't see it.™ At this time
the objeet appeared to be about 100 fect away,

11, The UF0's being more visible when it (the sky) became lighter: “Very
clear, there was no problem at all, as a matter of fact, the lighter it got, the
bcttcr we could see it." '.n object that wad totally illuminated would have gone
down in (relative)bRigitiidss.

12, 'The nature of the UFO's disappearance: ™ watched it through an antenna.

e o o o it went P3335HHEW, straicht up; and I mean, when it weat up, friend, it
didn*t play no games; ix wenf sLral vfht up.”
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There are two points about mmber 12, sir., First, the mobility of the UFO
is indicated by its moving f£rom between (in line of sight) IV antenna wires, to
above therj then, in your own word, it "disappearcd". (Spaur agreed to that word,)
Second, would not radar from Oakdale or Creater Pittsburgh, which are hidden by
tall hills to the south of the site of the sighting's terminal position, fail to
pick up an object so low, which then rose rapidly without playing "no games"? The
sweep might not have been covering that area when the UPO rose £rom its "hiding
place" to cut of sight.

This latter part of the event raises another problem: a second UFO! "There
was one bright spot right off the, about where the nose would have been on the (man
in the) moon, but ihe bright spot had been there, I don't know how long the bright
spot had been there, it was quite a while. But when we were watching, it would hava
been, at this time, =- of course, that spot was awful snall, it wasn't as big as
this, that we were watching." rram a photggraph made from where Spaur stood, the

three objects were placed as followss °4 (including Spaur's testimony)
1) "pright spot® _._.—:_..’33
2) Crescentnioon. . T
3) WO reported,

s¢en here behind a
Vv antenna .

we

Actually, the moon was a little higher,

There is one other thing I would like to ask, Major Quintanilla, following up
a request I made after the May 10 mecting. The police officers in Chio who observed
three jets behind a large, bright ball going horizontally across the sky in Spaur's
direction, for a minute or so, reported that the two jets in the rear were turning
toward the [irst one (directly behind, about a mile, the object) from another direction.
You sald no jets were scrimbled or diverted by anyone on the ground. Could it be 6
that some pilot requested permission to chase an object, have pemission granted, and
hen you would not get this information if you phrased your request something like,
"ere any jots scrambled?™ This is why I thought a specifie question from you would
elicit a more direct reply, about a pilot radioing in some report not made under
orders. Did you get an answer to your question? 1°11 make that number 13, just to
be more formal:

13. Vere any jets involved in any wey with the UF0? 1If not under orders, as
you indicated, did some pilot on his own initiative, or with permission, observe a

UFO

Cf course, it would probably be almest impossible for you to £ind out if a pilot
went off course during a practice, or otherwise, £light, to “chase a flying saucer®!
You arc probably well aware of how queasy pilots are about reporting such things.

That is all the questions I have, sir. uxcept for a request on behalf of Dale
Spaur: if you release any further findings to the news media about thig, he would %
appreciate it, I am sure, if you mention not only him, but also Wilbur Reff, Prank
Panzanclla, and Wayne Huston as observers. Spaur looks rather foolish to the publiec,
and his ability to perform police duties has been eroded by publicity that he chased
a planet, 1lle wishes that the press (UPI, radio, etc.) had been fairer in naming the
other officers involved, 1 am sure you will do this if the opportunity arises.
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I'm afraid I forgot something, but this positively will be the last question.

14, Uhat recason is there for not taking into account that Wayne Ituston saw
the object coming from the west (northwest) with Spaur and Neff directly behind it,
then go overhead and down the road southeast as they followed it? ‘"anyway, this

hing passes over another police car. He watches it go by, he's spotted it now."
lMuston was standing outside his ecar, expecting Spaur and Neff at any moment, having
been listening to radio traffic, perhaps this will be submitted by those checking -
in the rittsburgh area for you, from either Oakdale or Creater Pittsburgh,

It may be that nearly all the points I raised could be easily explainad by
an inclusive answer, such as "hallucination". That is a very uncoufortable word,

of course! And I realizae that, being in the high position you are, you would prefer
a less loaded tem, ,

But as it stands, sir, the sighting reported by spaur and discussed with him
by you, has not been explained. Taking "sighting™ as you did, when you told him
to tell "what he saw'™. Now, you and I both know thal what people see is not, sometimes,
what is there, If there iz any indication the four men were having an hallucination,
or exaggeration of a stimulus, I think that should be said. Personally, I know of
nothing indieating this. But if that is the situation, as Seems to be implicit &n
your conclusion, I think it should be said in a forthright manner, and substantiated,
I am sure you have data othm than that which I have, about this cvent. It is only

fair that you make kno 'a‘ hat it was that accounts for the points I rdaed abovc
(except Lor number 13), \».u.Luer oie reason or many.

from your point of view, I hope it 18 one sinple reason; that will make it

the more casier to reply to me. But wiether one reason or many, -I hope you will
reply soomn.

Respectfully yours,

L2l b Bt/ )

William B. teitzel
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NOTES ON CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE AND NEwWS ARTICLES

These sections are almost exelusively related to the investigation performed

.by Major Quintanilla of Project Blue Book. The point of the correspondence
with Congressman William Stanton was to inform him of the adverse reflection on
the officers in his district, resulting from the U,S.A.F. - sponsored conclusion
that the deputies had become hysterical at the sight of Echo, then chased Venus
out of the state, and the lack of basis for that conclusion.

I informed other congressmen who have expressed an interest in the UFO topic,
and the Air Force's role, of my communication with Congressman Stanton. The
May 17 letter to Mendel Rivers was also sent, in substantially the same form,
to Congressmen Ayers, Bates, Ford, Fulton, and McCormack. Speaker McCormack
has, for many years, upheld the viewpoint that the Air Force's handling of
UFO reports should be more open.

Some of these reproductions are of carbon copies; they may be of poorer quality;
corrections were made on originals with chalk-paper. :

The "enclosure™" mentioned in the April 23 letter to Congressman Stanton, introducing
me to him, referred to a newspaper clipping of an interview expressing my views on
UFOs (conservative) and background.

Regarding personal opinions: It should be c¢lear that I have expressed strong views
and dissatisfaction with the Blue Book program. This dissatisfaction is based on
close observation of the Portage County investigation as well as other sources.

I have no reason to believe the Portage County investigation is atypical of Blue
Book procedure., The Portage County case (including all participants in and out

of the state) is ample grounds for dissatisfaction, aside from other well documented
cases (see NICAP's publication, THE UFO EVIDENCE,) My opinion of Major Quintanilla.
is that he has a deep-rooted belief that no UFO has ever indicated the existence

of advanced technological techniques. His stated criterion for persuasion to the
contrary is testimony of astronomers who would report the approach of spaceships.
This is part of the unfortunate stereotype of "UrFo" -- if a UFQ is not a spaceship,
just arrived from a distant world, it must be a conventional object or natural
phenomenon. Between these two poles there is a wealth of possibilities. One is
reminded of Dr, Allen Hynek's April 5 testimony before the House Armed Services
Comnmittee (#55) this year, regarding "poverty of hypotheses.*

Such a deep-rooted opinion is naturally going to stand in the way of an objective
evaluation of data. As has so often happened, if a witness gives testimony that
points to the existence of a device produced by an advanced technology, he must
therefore be disbelieved; either his objective evidence is incomplete, or his
subjective experience is out of whack with reality. Certainly, in this p-13 case,
the "they're all conventional™ opinion ‘'is out of whack with the observations. But
why must the presumption be favored over the facts?

This is not of simply academic importance., UFO witnesses are subjects of a strange
experience, apparently beyond the realm of conventional explanation. To refuse to
widen the boundaries of that realm to include a (by now) monumental accumulation

of reports, ill befits our scientific ideals. on the level of the individual fay
citizen, be he a UFQ witness or not, anxiety is increasing lest he gg._ one; if he
is, his anxiety becomes conscious pain, from social disapproval, Fortunately for
the witnesses, but unfortunately for the Air Force, the disapproval is shifting
from the data-producers to the data-explainers, The problem remains, however;
the data-producers are discouraged from performing their role, A rather obvious ‘
answer to the frequent question, "If these things are flying around, why don't

more people report them?™



april 23, 1966

Bon, William Stanton 5
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. ’

pear Me Stantons

Richard Hall, Assistant Director of the Naticnal Investigations Conmittes
on Aerial Phenocmena, requested that I write you this letter, 1 am a Special
Investigator for NICAP? and Chaiman of its Pittsburgh Subcommittee. The enclosed
article, published today in the nrRecord-Courier in Ravemna, Ohfo, where I an
currently working, should suffice for further introduction.

I have been investigating the recent “chase" of an unidentified flying object
on April 17, 1966 from about 5:00 AM to 6:30 AM, beginning here in Portage County
and terminating in Conway, Pennsylvania. I havae had intensive interviews with '
Gerald puchert, Dale Spaur, Frank Panzanella, Wayne Huston, John Bieghey, and
Cerald Yokum, law enforcement officers who were involved in the event. 1 expect
to talk with Williazm Neff this evening. Since there are scme major discrepancies
and onissions in the Air Force's explanation of this sighting, these should bé
brought to your attention, particularly since they adversely reflect directly on

. Deputy Sheriffs Spaur and Neff, end indirectly on the Sheriff's office. The

enclosed items partially document these discrepancies, For brevity, I am omitting
sound copies of tape-recorded interviews,

The following eppeared on the UPI wire this afternoon, at tha request of
the Record-Couriers

WASHINGTON UPI ~- The Air Force thinks that a Ravenna deputy sheriff
chased a satellite or the planet Venus when he pursued what he said was
an unidentified £lying object in his patrol car last Sunday. An Air Force
veport released Priday sald another UFO photographed in the towm of Mmtua,
eight miles north of Ravenna, was also Venus. It said a double image which
appeared on the £ilm was probably due to "processing defects.™

The lawnan vho pursued what he thought was a UFO was Deputy Sheriff

le F. Spaur. We reported that he and his partner chased the object at
%571 specsaga gqr aboutpgo mimutes into Permsylvania. The Alr Force thinks

“shat Spaur saw was a satellite passing overhead, When it disappeared,
thoy said, he focused his eyes on Venus.

The report noted that, *Venus was rising in the scuthcast and wase « «
brighter than any star in the sky. Oa the same day Spaur staged tha chase
Police Chief Gerald Buchert of Mantua, Chio spotted, and photographad, an
object *uhich looked like two table saucers put together.®

T refer you also to the ¢lipping from today's Record-Courier, quoting more
from a similar report that reachaed them yesterday. These reports are inaccurate
or misleading as followsg:
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Item one: There is no mention of the fact that officers Wayne Mustom,
Bast Palestine Police, and Frank Panzanella, Conway Police, participated in
the observation of the UFQ, at times independently and at times together,
This lack of mention puts the responsibility on the shoulders of Spaur, Neff
and Buchert, and the wording of the report implies that Spaur alone was
responsible for the mistaken observation which resulted in the chase. This
i{s a significant lack, because of the strong corroboration offerd by Muston
and Panzanellas Euston observed the ob;ect, in detail, flying overhead while
he waited at an intersection through which, from hearing radio traffiec, he
expected Spaur to drive, and while he waited outside his cruiser, haarc'l them
caning on his radio. When the object went by, followed by Spaur and Neff,
THuston went after them, comparing notes with the Portage County officers over
their radioc. Panzanella cbserved the cobject before all three officers pulled

up to his parked cruiser in Conway, and 21l four watched it maneuver in relation
to ground and astronomical reference points.

Item twos Regarding the “satellite™ explanation, this is impossible. when
Spaur and Neif first observed the obg’cct. it was moving toward them over some
trees, near the road vhere they had left their patrol car.to investigate an
abandoned automobile. It moved directly overhead and (1) hovered, (2) appeared
30-45 fect in diameter at an estimated distance ¢of 150 feet, (3) emitted such a
bright light that it hurt Spaur’s eyes, and illuminated the ground in an fsolated
area arcund their car, (4) emitted a buzzing-humming noise, which (5) rose in
pitch when it resumed its movement from hovering. (6) The brightness increased
at this time, and as the object moved away (Spaur and Neff were in their cruiser
by now), (7) illuminated the ground in the following deteminate mannery when
the object moved forward, it tilted and the spot of light on the ground moved
behind a point which would be vertically below it. In other words, the UFO
"nosed down™ when it moved forward, and emitted the light parallel to its own
normal axis, as would a(ight from a) £flashlight. As the patrolmen sped after it,
its ground spot illuminated variocus objects in fields over which it flew; and the
road,as it passed in front of the officers? line of travel. (8) During the
pursuit, the object had a definite shape, drawn by Spaur without prompting or
presentation of any verbal or photographic suggestions, on the evening following
his sighting, as oppears in the enclosed spall composite photograph, upper dass r:ju'
sector. ‘This drawing is reproduced on page 5 of this letter. The original copy
is still in my possessione.

Ttem three: Regarding the reference to Spaurt's eyes focusing om Venus,
an attempt to explain the latter part of the sighting, the following points,
referring to numbers on the photograph (and tracing of the original), were
largely corrcborated by Huston and Panzanella, Venus would esrtainly not
present the following characteristics: (1) A projection from the trailing
edge of the object. (2) A "dome-shaped™ top. (3) aAn intensely bright forward
portion., (4) An intensely bright "cone-shaped" bottom portion, either vaporous
or solid, but too bright to look at comfortably. (5) 4 bright trailing edge.
(6) A depressed portion of satiny (not shiny) metallic appearance on the rear
third of the object =~ the rest of it brilliantly self-illuminated, this portion
refleeting available light from a dawm sky. (7) A sharp "drop-off® at the rear
of the "dmme", at the slanted portbn of which the projection began. (8) A
brilliant rounded *™mdercarriage®, at times invisible because of the brightness
of the bottom ccne of light. (9) A boundary between self« and externally-
illuminated portions of the object.

ST USRS ETRSIREEIS NN
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Item five: The breaz’“ in the sightmﬁ implied in t’ne Alr Force's analysis
has what I o sure is an unintended (see Item six) correspondence to a fact in
the sighting, but an unfortunately conflicting correspondence:; at one point fn
the pursuit of the object, Spaur, Neff and Huston lost sight of it as they
concentrated on negotiating a complex of bridges near Rochester, Pa.. When they
emerged, the object had dropped considerably lower (from about 1000 to 100 feet
of altitude) and gppeared to have been waiting for them. A3 they came into view
(adnittedly an ambiguous way of putting it) it sped up and regained its altitude.
These altitude changes, wherever they occurred, were always rapid and not attri-
butable at any time to dips in the road, or the 1like.

Item six: So far as I o aware, the extent of intervl.ewing of the participuu
in this sighting, done by the Air Force, is as follows: Neigher Neff, Huston,
not Panzanella have beén interviewed. Spaur was interviewed by phane on Monday
and Thursday, for a total tiwe (his es‘.:imate) of not more than four or five minutes.
Furthermore, Spaur had the distinct impression that when he begad relating .
interesting details of the sighting, the investigator backed off. The investigator,
Spaur says, brought up the possibility that he had cbserved the object for anly
a few moments, and did not pursue the fact that Spaur pursued the object for 86
miles., This is why I mentioned in Item f£ive that I believe the Air Force to be
unaware that Spaur actually did have a breds in his sighting, and of the detail
and significanca of this break, 4

Item seven: Regarding the “Jouble image" on Chief Gerald Buchert's £ilm
(pleasc refer to the sketch of the composite photograph, locating these images,
and the reproduction of an 8x10 print showing them)g -since the available light
was low, no frame boundaries, as would be formed by contrast of available light.
exposure with light occlusion within the camera, separate the two images, Thus
it is indeterminate whether each image might be due to separate exposures of one
object in different Ermes. or tinw differcnt objects in a single frame, I am
making no- judgment on the images, but whether they are due to an anomaly in the
history of the £ilm, or to objects photogrephed in the field of view, the wrding
of the raport seens to imply that these distinctidns were ignored,

Item eight: That the imagel) were “'probably due to 'processing defects due to
e o o DOOTr Randling*™; this implies that something went wrong during development
of the film The carbon copy of the signed statement by Deputy Sheriff Gerald Yokum
certifies that no irregularities were present during processing: £fresh dewveloper
was used and the operation was carried cut to.the letter, in the photolab of the
Sheriff's Office in Ravenna. The wording also indicates that no effort was made
by Project Blue Book to ascertain this. To wy knowledge, none was. Deputy Yokum's
statement also indicates the exchanges between Wright-Patterson AFB, where Blue
Book is located, and the Sheriff's office. Deputy Yokum is held in high esteem
£or his photographxc ability. His verbal response to the air Force's opinion eﬂ
his work in this operation was worded rather harshly.

Item nine: That the £ilm was old and foggy: the implication is that the
filn was too poor to make a good reproduction. The small photograph of the
contact copies of the entire strip of £ilm up to the last picture taken shows that

£ive copics of good contrast and detail were recorded on a portton of the film
irmediately adjacent to the area exposed by Chief Buchert in an attempt to



photogresph the UFQ he observed. These five pictures were wmada less than three
hours later in the morning, ocutside his home fram almost the sane spot as the
first three attempts. ‘This shows that, while the £ilm was indeed slightly fogged,
it was not in the rough shape implied by the news release. Again, let me emphasise
that I hold no brief either for or against the quality or signifigance of of the

"UFO image(s).™ 1I am only pointing cut that they cannot be dismissed in an
offhand manner. : :

The two contact prints seen in the composite photograph, by the way, were
made at different exposures to bring ocut separately the good contrast in the A
later picturcs, oa thich contact copy the "UFQ image(s)™ area is much darker. On
the other print, this arca is more compatible to inspection. On the original a‘.ﬂn,
of course, both areas are simultaneocusly visible, with good detail,

Iten ten: I have exauined this film in much detail, such that I could obsem_
even grain variations, and could f£ind nothing on it corresponding to an image of
Venus, as the press reports state it bears. Venus would have shown in a print as
a bright point. If the Air Force meas the arc-shaped dark streaks with their
associated lighter and medium-dark patterns are some "double image™ of Venug, this
interpretation of the report does not stand up, for obviocus reasons. If the

interpretation is of the bright spot appearing on the print (see copy) of the
PUFO image(s)™ area, I can certify that this spot is not (20 ¢ exposed, dark, arca

on the £ilm, but an arca vhere the tenk f£luid failed to Eatwe the emulsion at alle
iIf by "Venus"™ is meant the dark spot, I would sulljest, aside from the point that
Veaus would have appearsed bright, that this dark spot, on clos¢ examination is.
(secmed to me to be) due to a bubble on the £ilm which prevented development.

Its outline is sharp and runs to the edge of the £ilm, vhich was held, in the tank,
by a device which gripped its rims. The £ilm, incidentally, was agitated continue
ocusly; notwithstanding this, small anomalies cauld have occurred adjacentt to the ri.n.
The "UFO image(s)™ are, however, located a good third of the way ine

Itenm elevens: The press report makes no mention of the fact that Chief Buchert
observed the object maneuvering, in his f£ield of vision both above and below some
nearby horizontal telephone wires. waether *hig™ UF0 was the sane one observed
by Spaur, Neff, Muston and Panzanella, or not, and whether the £ilm*s image(s)
bear any resemblance to the object Chief Buchert cobserved, his sighting cannot
be discounted by a brief reference, pejorative when not in caatext, to "table
saucers". Whatever it was, it definitely was not Venusg. ‘

4nd just as definitely, neither was the sighting by Spaur, Neff, Huston and
Panzanella. -

The Record-Courier article on my activity concerning WO phenomena headlines
this as a "hobby"., For many years the Air Force has referred to civilian UFO
investigative organizations as "hobby clubs%, thile some indeed may ba conductéd |
on that level, I know of no one doing volunteer investigative or resecarch work
for NICAP who considers such work as anything less than a serious avocation.

I share NICAP*s patriotic aim of making information on at least an interesting

and at most a vitally important topic available to the public. It is for that
reason that I and Mr. Hall believe the information enclosed should be brought to
your attention,

Sincerely yours,

william B. Weitzel



5709 woodumont St.
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15217

May 6, 1966

Honorable William Stanton
Tiouse of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear M. Stanton:

The Washington office of NICAP has informed me of your reply to my
letter to you of April 23, discussing the Alr Force's conclusions regarding
the Chio-Pennsylvania UFQ sighting of April 17. I anm pleased that you found
the letter informative, and that you have gone on record as being critical
of the Air Force's handling of this case. I agree wholcheartedly with your
statement, printed yesterday in the Ravenna Record-Courier, that such procedures
and unfounded conclusions are detrimental to both the Alr Force and the publie
interest. NICAP has documented the fact that this activity is common in the
history of the Air Force's involvement with UFO phenomena, in THE UFO EVIDENCE,
published by NICAP in 1964, Such unfortunate handling of UFO reports has
probably been the greatest single factor in preventing an adequate accumulatien
_of UF0 information, since the public's expectation of ridicule {s reinforced
‘every time a witness is treated in such an offhand and derogatory mannar by
Blue Book representatives or their published statements. Blue Book has never
approached this problem, of UFO phenomena, with an open mind, and milfitary

seerecy orders (for ekample, AFR200-2, JANAP 146, FM 190) are a further stumbling
block to scientifie analysis.

It embarassed me to discover that I had left ocut of my previous letter,
a copy of a statement refered to therin, by Gerald Yokum, Deputy Sheriff who
handled the development of Mantua Village Police Chief Buchert's £ilm, Although
NICAP still has no professional opinion concerning the value of this £ilm, Deputy
Yokun's statement refutes the Alr Force's claim that the processing was poorly
done, and adds information which might be helpful in its analysis.

Bnclosed is a copy of that statement; also scme news elippings and fssuecs
of NICAP's bi-monthly publication, TIE UF0 INVESTIGATOR. If you wish further
infomation about NICAP's work, I am sure Richard Hall will be glad to send you
some, including a copy of THE UFO EVIDINCE, which we have tried to make available
to every uember of Congress., I will be at the above address for several more
weeks, and would be Blad to hear from you if you have any questions.

william B. Weitzel, Chafrman
NICAP Pittsburgh Subcommittes




NATIONAL [INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

EEESRHDGERIC KN/ B SR WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:

CAgLE ADDRESS! 18538 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.
SKYLIGHT

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE )

USMC (ReT4 DIRECTOR . 4 May 11, 1966

Honoreble William Stanton
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Stanton:

Major Hector Quintanilla visited the Portage County Sheriff's
Office yesterday afternoon, and after watching and hearing his
incredible performance, I felt it best to write you. I and all
the others present with him are grateful for your efforts in
bringing this event about, and I wish I could return a report that
what transpired was in line with the intended aim of the visit:
that a thorough and fairly conducted investigation of the April 17
- UFO sighting would be made, to collect enough facts for an adequate
basls of analysis,

The following persons were present during the entire interview:
Major Quintanilla, Sheriff Rcss Dustman, Deputy Dale Spaur, and
Mounted Deputy Wilbur Neff. After it started, another Deputy, the
Radio Operator who talked with Spaur that morning, Robert Wilson,

scame in, I, David Webb (a NICAP Investigator from Allience, Ohio),
Carol Clapp of the Record=Courier, and Tom Schley of the Beaver
County (Pa.) Times were there at the start, but Mrs. Clapp and
Mr. Schley left after a while. When the orel part of ths testimony
began, Major Quintanilla reguested that I and Mr., Webb leave the
room, and we complied. I observed the interview in person for about
one half of its two-hour length, talked with Major Quintanilla eand
the Deputies afterwards, and have heard a tepe recording made in
the presence of everyone there and with thelr knowledgej; this tape
lests the entire session. The interview was held in a third floor
room of the County Court House.

It should be emphasized that lMajor Quintanilla was most polite
and petient, only occassionally interrupting testimony, and thet he
sesemed to have zood reasons Ifor requesting NICAP representatives
to leave the room. At no time did he object to anyone else'!s requests,
and the general atmosphere, while tense, was almost congenial,
Although some loud words were spoken, none were harsh,

My characterization of Major Quintanillat!s performance as
"incredible™ 1s based on the following. Not only did he reiterate
his original satellite-~Venus explanation of the UFO sighting, but he

ried to talk us into it. He also seemed unconcerned regarding
certain anomalies in hils Interpretation which were pointed out to
him directly. .He left the impression that he had come only to
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satisfy certain demands for his physical presence in the area,
end that he had brought his conclusion with him, It appeared to
be a complete waste of time, on his part and on ours.

The Majort's line of argument was, briefly, that he had
(1) teken testimony on the phone from Dale Spaur that was identical
with that gathered at the interview yesterday, (2) checked all. the
conventional aerial activity in the vicinity of the sighting,
(3) analyzed the testimony and compared it with his activity-check,
and found no indication of radar reception of the UFO near Greater

Pittsburgh Alrport, (4) concluded that there was no UFO at the time,

He clouded the issue of the thoroughness of his investigation,
pointing out that he conferred for thirty five minutes with computer
experts setting up a program for snalysis of satellite activity in
the area at that time, thus obscuring the fact that his own con-
frontation with, or confrontation by Blue Book representatives with,
the participants in the event lasted less than five minutes.

How the Information galned in the conference over a two hour
period could be identical with that from a couple of perfunctory
phone calls 1s beyond mne.

That there was indeed a non=-astronomical body at all times
is clear to all familiar with the Deputies' testimony save the
Major., I will not burden you with a prolonged repetition of my
former letter detailing a rebuttal to the astronomical explanation.
But I will point out a significant difference in the status of that
rebuttal now and before this interview. Befare, it was possible
that the astronomical conclusion was based on & paucity of firste
hand information gathered bty Blue Book, indicated by their brief
interviews (total less than five minutes) with one observer only

(Spaur), and, according to Spaur's statement, a strong lack of interest

in following up the fact of its (the sighting's) great length in
time and across several counties. During the interview the Ma jor

was confronted with all these details; yet his conclusion remained
unaltered.

Either he was somehow unaware of the testimony, or there is
no contradiction between testimony and explanation. I will make
no further speculatiocns.

It did seem, though, that the Major's general approach, which
is odd from an evaluative and investigative standpoint, was to
discount those portions of testimony which conflicted with his
prior explanation. Using this approach, one could, for example,

A pmivalelysuspporiod factfinding body sonwing lia national fublic intovest

-
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easily identify a dightning bug with the sun, Both move through
the sky, either overhead or near the horizon; both emlt light;
both can be oWserved by many people at one time, Aslde from these
general features, however, there are particular ones wvhich make
quite a difference. And there ls also a matter of degree in the
supposed similarities., '

Particular differences between satellite-Venus and this UFO
were the antenna at its rear, its metallic sheen, its differentiated
shape, 1ts brilliant cone=shaped light, its being viewed to the
south, north, east, north, south, north, south and southeast, in
that sequence, its humming nolse, and variations in velocity and
altituds, alternating, not changing continuously, from zreat to small,

Major Quintanilla showed that a satellite's, or Venus', regular
motion can appear, from eye movements or atmospheric disturbances,
to be irregutar. This does not account for the gross changes in
direction, altituds, or speed of the UFO, which changes were quick
end precise.

Neither a satellite nor Venus would be so bright as to cast
a spot of light on the ground beneath them, to the rear when they
moved forward, or directly underneath when they were stationary.
Yeither, of course, would be stationary in the first place.

Neither one would fill one sixth of the viewing area of a
car's windshield. Neither would cause Spaur and Neff to be petrified
with astonishment and fear, or cause a temporary loss of feeling of
reality, when hovering overhead, as did the UFO,

Now, in response to these anomalies, Major Quintanilla completely
disregarded those which were utterly incompatible with a Venus=-
satellite explanation, and deprecated the degree of those which,
in their extent, likewlise contradicted such an explanation. He
stoutly maintained, without citing an examination of a map, that
the observed object was always to the southeast, desplte the fact
that Spaur and Neff were Iinitially traveling due east, then due
south, and observed the object as described earlier, in diverse
directions., To reconcile these discrepancies he stated, in his
"incredible" way, that roads wind. The Deputies! route, of course,
was as ruch a part of the observation as was the UFO, and likewise
has verification from independent sources.

Speeking of independent sources, I wonder if Major Quintanilla
plans to interview any of them? Or will Dale Spaur continue to be

A privaltolypsipportod faclfinding body sewving the nalional fublic inloveit

seen by the press as the personal fbcalApoint of this alarmingly
deteriorated situation?
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lajor Quintanilla was quotod three waeke ago 1n tho s
Ravenna RecordeCcurier as deciding not to send en investigator here
because of the Adlfficulty of recreating the scene., At this confor-
ence he stated he preferred sitting in his office pushing buttons,
using commnications channels, to interviewing witnesges in person,
Surely this represents administrative efficiency; but must part of
the available testimony of witnesses be selectively ignored to allow.
categorizing the rest? Must witnesses be ignored altofether? I :
have interviewed eleven who offered significant or interesting .
information in this case, It seems that testimonles as well as i
buttons have been pushed. The sole extent of testimony collected !
by representatives of the Alr Force, among &ll these candidates, - P
was less than five minutes, from Deputy Spaur, as far as I wgs awars, . ..
- I am definitely not saying that, absoclutely, Blus Book analyzed. only i
+ this much testimony, But there are glaring gapse i@;
I say "selectively” ignored for this reasont Major Qpinbanilla!a %
reasoning clearly exhibits an & priori assumption that UFOs are not -
unconventional objects. Thus when testimony indicates the contrary, |
it 1s ignored or deprecated. (I em still limiting my statements to . '
the April 17 sighting, but NICAP has a bulk of evidence that other Sateiei
Blue Book investigations have been similarly conducted.) R o

One of Blue Book's steted alms, to which I presume Major
Quintanille subzscribes, 1s a sclentific iInvestigation of UFO
phenomena, It 13 not solentifio to ignore facts in favor of
presumptions,’

This is my criticism of Major Quintinille's conduct in this .
sesasion, Mr. Stanton, He did not appear to be.here to investigate, = . ¢
analyze, or evaluate., He appesared to come prepared chlefly to . i .0
select, reject, and persuade, It 1s, I belleve you will agree, TR .
incredible that an officer representing so vital & project as . il oy
Blue EBook would be s0 inclined. RIS

I have made some strong statemeonts in this letter. I wiilfbe e
glad to submit tape. recordings end signed statemenis to badk them.up.f"

Finally, please be advised that my sole reason ror writing is
to report on this situation; whether it can be rectified or not, I .
do not know, But I felt it necessary to inform you that the cirocume Wi
stances which prompted my first letter, in part a routine NICAP action,
have not altered and ehow no a?gn#a.of 1mprov1ns.‘ -ISinoerely yours

2
, el Eilliam B. H%itzel
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5709 toodmant St
pittsburgh, Pa. 15217

May 47, 1966

hoorable Williss Stenton
Houge of Repreosontatives
weshington, D, C.

Dear Mre Stontong

1 zeffrained Zroa sending thoe enclosaed letter, dated May 11, until deing
eble to back up oy charges cencermning Major cuintanilila with sonothing wore
concrate than a reforcnos to a tape racording which ¥ decided you would not
have time ¢to listen o in detail ¢4t 1sats two hours)e To Sava you this timg
ond to includa with that letter soma material to reinforce my claims, I have
typad up a partisl tramscript of the recording. A photecopy i3 enclosad,
Althourh sone verbatinm passades ave amitted, f{t is continucus from the beginning
of Spar®s oral testimony. T & waking a2 tape copy of the original at this
monment, and will forward that vhem £t {8 campleted, This copy will be unadited,

recousa of their interest in the VPO subjfect and tha Alr forca's asctivity
{n the aved, T o sonding the following Conrresemen photocopies of your (uy)
lotter of My 11¢ Sohn W, MoComack, dGerald Ford, L. Mendel Rivaers, Uilliom
Bates aud James Pulton. I will advdie them of your posscesion of tho transoript

and t:»sxpe copy of the nrocsedings; m.csrtmuztaiy, 1 &3 not able to naks enough
copies of thoese mysel?,

Ch Thuraday of last woek, two days aftor the My 16 meating, I talked )
fn porscn with Chicf Gerald puchert of ¥antua, aAfter the meating, later that
éav, njor cuintanilla wisited binm for two boura, Chiel Suchert informed wa
that Major Quintanillia eamined his vard with o negnetic caupass, then spent
the rest of the tire trying to couvines the Chief and his wife that they had
observed Venus, -although Chlef nuchert told Mojor (uintanills his wife had
ocbserved the UPO with hin, the Major did not ask her 5 single question. Major
tuintaniila seams to feel that, bessuse Chief suchert's £41n does not show a
vro, Chief puchart &id not sce oue, althoush the teight-Patierson enalysis of
téhat ﬁgnn discradits ito quality and sensitivity, cwin@ it was old ead badly

ogreds

My people in the Portase county Sheriffde officd who wera gware of the
procecdings of May 10 expressed the opinicn that Major uintenills wez under
cofers Ly conduct this macter the way be hes, To qusta tha Major hixself (at
@ Pebrusry 11, 1965 pross conference), “I an g fants man.,” X do 20t bolleve
his Moy 10 gppocrance 43 a good foundation for this opinfen. T woull not,
en the other hand, be at all surprised to discover that 4t i8 4 trua opinfion.
But opindicns aside, I think thal eppesrance and fts attendant cirunmstances
ave vorthy of your critical attontion.

Sinceraly youxs,

{{f.,«s,r ‘:_;) //”

unnu Be Woitsel, Mm
HICAP rittsdurgh subcomnittes
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5705 woocdmont St.
pittsburgh, Pa. 15217

vy JF, 1966

Henorsbie L. Mendel Rivers, Chairman
amed Services Committea

House of Representatives

Washington, D. Ca

Dear Mr. Rivers:

Richard Nall, Assistant Director of NICAP, suggested I send you the
enclosed information. I have been cenducting an investigatiom of the
April 17, 1966 sighting of an unidentified f£lying chject which was "chased™
from Porisge County, Ohio, into Conway, Femnsylvania, by two Depuly Sheriffs,
This event caused a great deal of excitement and the press gave smuch publicity
to the Alr Force's evaluation that the witnesses hed observed an artificial
satellite and the planet Venus, BResause the facts of the case indicated
otherwise, I informed Congressman Williazm Stanton of this. Judge Cook, of
the Portage County Common Pleas Court, also expressed to Mr, Stanten his
dissatisfaction with the Alr Force’s ccnclusion, and Mr. Stanton visited
Lt. Col. John Spaulding in the Pentagon to request @ wore thorough investigation.
{Tais had apparently consisted of two 2-3 uninute telephone interviews with ons
of the four obscrvers,)

Cn Mzy 10, Major Hector Quintanilla conducted an interview in the rortage
County Court House, after vhich he reiterated his original econciusion, claiming
he saw nothing to dispute this, Despite his reopeated assurances to those
present that he wgs gathering information objectively, he rejected substantial
and vital portions of testimony and indicated other sericus gzps in his {nves-
tigation, Since T was sure Mr. Stanton had wished the alr Porce to mzke nore
than a token concession to his request, ¥ agein wrote to him, on May 1l. A
copy of that letter is enclosed. In ovder to back up uy claims, I delayed
gending the letter until now, having typed a transcript fram 2 tape recording
nade at the May 10 interview. I = not able to send you a copy of this, but
Mre Stanton has one and will shortly have 2 complete tape Codye. I urge you
to exanine at least the transcript, as it says much more than I am able to in
a brief letter. :

I hope you £ind this information enlightening,
Sineerely yours,

Uelesion 5. led o

william B, Weitzel, Chairmm
NICAP pittsburgh Subcommittes



GERALD R. FORD

MICHIGAN OFFICE:
L - FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN

425 CHERRY STREET SE.
GRAND RAPIDS

Congress of the United States
Office of the Minority Leader

Bouse of Vepresentatives
Wasghington, B.C.

May 23, 1966

Mr, William B. Weitzel, Chairman
NICAP Pittsburgh Subcommittee
5705 Woodmont Street

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Dear Mr. Weitzel:

I wish to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of May 17th enclosing
a copy of your letter to Congressman Stanton regarding the April 17th
sighting.

While I appreciate having the information on this sighting, my main con-
cern has been that a Congressional investigation be held, all the facts

examined on the unexplained sightings, and that the report be made fully
® available to the public.

Because of my request, certain progress has been made. I am enclosing
a release on that I 'thought you would like to see.

Kindest personal regards.

Sincerely, P J
Gerald R. Ford, M.C.
GRF:jb

enc.



CONGR E$S‘AAR!

@ZPALI R. FORD |

HOUSE ’EEPUBLM.AN LEADER

‘)’ FOR RELEASE ON THURSDAY, P.M., ‘\& //

APRIL 21, 1966
STATEMENT BY HOUSE MINORITY LEADER GERALD R. FORD, R-MICHIGAN,

The Air Force has-informed me it is arranging for a study by high-caliber
scientists of some of the UFO sightings which have never been explained.

This study will be placed under contract soon after July 1, start of the new
fiscal year. It will be carried out by a university which has no close ties with
the Air Force so that the findings will be completely objective, Air Force officials
tell me.

Those people engaged in the study will be high-caliber scientists who have
never taken a position on UFO's, the Air Force said. It will be made clear to them
that they are not being hired to come up with findings in support of previous Air
Force statements regarding UFO's, I am informed,

The Air Force said there is too much effort imvolved to ask these scientists
to make this study without pay.

The report will definitely be made public, the Air Force assured me. The
whole purpose of the study is to clear the air as far as the public is concerned,

This, of course, was my purpose in recently requesting that public hearings
on the subject of UFO's be conducted by either the House Armed Services Committee

or the House Science and Astronautics Couo..ttee.

It was as a result of my call for a congressional investigation that the Air
Force now is arranging for a study of UFO's by topflight scientists not connected
in any way with the Air Force.

I would have preferred a congressional investigation with witnesses to include
reliable persons from among those who say they have seen UFO's., I still think this
would be beneficial, But the UFO study by a panel of scientists, with the report

to be made public, is a2 step in the right direction.

¥ i #



J. WILLIAM STANTON COMMITTEE ON

" e 128.5508 Congress of the United States O .

PHone: 352-6167

House of Wepresentatives
Washington, B.LC. 20515

June 8, 1966

Mr, William Weitzel
5709 Woodmont Street
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Dear Mr, Weitzel:

Thank you very much for forwarding to me the
tape recording of the interviews relating to the recent sighting
in Portage County, I am delivering this to the Air Force to be
made a part of their permanent file,

You may be aware that I personally contacted
Secretary of Defense McNamara urging his favorable consideration
of the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board's recommendations
that their present program be expanded to include investigation
of selected sightings by independent scientists, The Secretary
of the Air Force has now approved the recommendations made by the
Advisory Board and steps are being taken to implement these
recommendations and the new program should be operational by
September 1966, I am sure you will agree that this, at least,
is a good beginning.

Thanking you again for forwarding the taped
interviews to me, I am

Sincerely yours,

William Stanton

WSism




J. WILLIAM STANTON

COMMITTEE ON
1iTH DisTrICT, OHIO

BANKING AND CURRENCY

1626 LongworTH BulLbinG DISTRICT OFFICK:
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20313

o, 2252506 Congress of the Unitey States ity ol
Houge of Vepregentatives
Washington, B.LC. 20515

June 8, 1966

Mrs. Carol Clapp
RECORD-COURIER

124 North Chestnut Street
Ravenna, Ohio

Dear Caroil:

I think you will be interested to know that today I
received an answer from the Secretary of Defense in regard to unidenti-
fied flying objects,

The letter stated that the Secretary of Defense has
authorized the Air Force to take steps to strengthen scientific investi-
gation of reports it receives on unidentified flying objects.

He further states that help within the scientific communi-
ties will be sought through contracts calling for prompt, in depth investi-
o gation of selected UFO reports. Air Force officials are now discussing
: the project informally with university and other scientific leaders to de-
termine their interest. The Air Force is preparing work statements for
these new contracts at the present time. Funds for them will be requested
from FY '67 and FY '68 budgets.

I was delighted to see the increased interest that the
Federal Government is taking in the general subject of unidentified flying
objects, I feel that the efforts of the local citizens in Ravenna in ex-
pressing their dissatisfaction with their recent experience with this sub-
ject has played a part in the expansion of this program. I appreciated
very much the support of Judge Robert Cook, your newspaper, and the local
citizens in letting the Air Force know that their inadequate investigation
was not being accepted without protest.

Sincerely yours,

'/~

William Stanton

WSiag



JAMES G. FULTON

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
HOUSE CFFICE BUILDING

WASHIILLTON, D.C.
COMMITTEES:

P erbiie Congress of the United Stateg N e, S

TBouge of Representatives PHONE: 6t-2576

Waghington, B.C.

9 June 1966

Wiliiam B. Weitzel
5709 Woodmont Street
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Dear Mr. Weitzel:

Your recent letter regarding unidentified flying objects
s been called to my personal attention, and I have read it
th care. Thank you for sending me this new information
on the Pennsylvania "UFO" of April 17, 1966.

ha
.
3.

w

Because I feel this information deserves further review,
I am calling it to the attention of my colleagues on the
Pennsylvania Delegation to the House of Representatives for
their reference and study.

Thank you for your civic and patriotic interest im writing
to me, which I appreciate.

Sincerely,
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NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE
ON AERIAL PHENOMENA

TELEPHONE: NORTH 7-8434

CaABLE ADDNES‘S!
SKYLIGHT

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES)

1836 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.
PITTSBURGH SUBCOMMI'TTER :
‘5709 Woodmont St.

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE

USMC (ReT.) DIRECTOR 3 Pittsburgh, Pa. 15217 June 12, 1966 .

llonorable William Stanton
1626 longworth Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Stanton:

Thank you for your letter acknowledging i-eeeipt of the tape recording made
at Major Quintanilla's Portage County interview on May 10, and my subsequent
interview with the witnesses and comments to the broadcast media.

I have been following the Portage County situation through articles in
the Ravenna Record-Courier, and am aware of your considerable efforts to improve
the situation there, as well as the Air Force's UFQ investigative procedures.

I am pleased to see that the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board's recommendations
are now being seriously considered,

The following remarks are offered with some reluctance at the demand on your
time for their consideration. But lest you have the impression I am beating an
old bag of bones, please be assured that the only skeleton is in Project Blue Book?®s

closet. 1Its entire crowded company deserves exposure to the clean air of enlighte

emment, but I an particularly detemmined that the Portage County case be somehow
corrected, and that Dale Spaur, Wilbur Neff, and the other participants in the
events of April 17 be declassified in the public mind as incompetent officers and

hysterical stargazers.

Your quick replies to my other correspondence makes me wonder whether fy
letter and enclosures of May 17 have ‘come to your attention. Enclosed with that
letter was another one dated May 11, which I delayed sending until I was able to
type a substantial portion of the taped interview by iMajor Quintanilla. Also
enclosed, then, was a 17-page transcript from this interview., The transcript
supports my claims, detailed in the letters, that Major Quintanilla‘®s interview
was a travesty of investigative procedure. '

If you have seen this material, I would appreciate your forwarding the
transceript to the Air Force, to be included with the tape recording, as the
point of the recording was to substantiate the transeript, which can be perused
in far less time than it takes to listen to the tape.

I cannot emphasize enough, sir, that Major Quintanilla‘s trip to Ravenna
did nothing whatever to correct the consequences of his original hasty investigation.
Instead, these consequences were amplified. The public gained the impression,
and this impression was communicated to you directly by the Air Force, that a
closer look at this situation, the April 17 sighting, reinforced and confirmed
Blue Book's original conclusion. 'This is a false impressione

-

’
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It is a false impression for two reasons. One, the closer look was
closer only in form, not in actuality. The transcript from Major Quintanilla's
interview makes this clear. Two, the "confirmed" conclusion is nullified by
at least ten specific points which appeared in the testimony. Some of these
were emphasized to him, 'this is all on the tape. There are other features of
the sighting which utterly discredit the "satellite-Venus" explanation. I have
pointed these out to you in previous correspondence.

Blue Book has smothered the Truth, Mr. Stanton. While this case is not
the only one in which the truth has been smothered =-- there are many others, well
documented -- this particular instance, in your district, is worth concentrating
on; that is, I feel justified in discussing it with you. Probably nothing short
of an investigation of Blue Book, at this point, could effect a reversal of this

false impression. But I cannot accept the situation, as it stands, and remain silent,

I wish to make clear that I am not challenging the honesty of Major Quintanilla,

nor of Blue Book or the Air Force. False impressions do not always stem from
sinister motives. I think Major Quintanilla believes he is doing a competent

job. I believe the Air Force's published inaccuracies are largely due to false
impressions stemming f£rom Blue Book's reports. I have no evidence that there

is a concertéd federal or military effort to conceal known facts. But there is
strong evidence that the size, structure, administrative orders, and practices

of Project Blue Book have only exacerbated the problems of reporting and analyzing
UFO phenomena. TFurthermore, I am skeptical of any program of expansion or case
review, as long as the structure, administrative orders, and practices continue.
I believe that only a thorough overhaul of this project, and its demilitarization,
will prevent further incidents such as that in Portage County.

Reviews of the situation are not new to the Air Force. In 1948, ATIC sent the
Alr Force Chief of Staff a "Top Secret Estimate of the Situation" giving an inter-
planetary interpretation to UFOs. (Although the Air Force has often denied the
reality of this document, Major Quintanilla himself not only did not deny it, but
searched for it, during a recent interview in his office. This interview has been
published in five parts, in last week's Record-Courier.)

In 1955, Blue Book published "Special Report #14," the result of an analysis '
of their data on UFOs through 1952, 'The Air Force has playéd down such reviews,
because they tend to erode Blue Book's imaze as an adequate project. Special
Report #1l4, for example, discredits the (altogether unscientific) presumption
stated in AFR 200-2 that even UFOs classified as UNKNOWN after sufficient data
has been collected, are probably ordinary objects or phenomena. If this were the
case, one would expect a smaller percentage of UNKNOWN conclusions among well-
qualified observers. On the contrary, according to Special Report #14&, among
"oxcellent™ observers, the UNKNOWN conclusion is prevalent: 33.3% compared with
16.6% £or "Poor"™ observers. The other categories of conclusions remain about the

sane, by percentages, except for INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION (currently called *insuf= | \

ficient data") which increases with observer Egpeliability. One would expect,:

in other words, that better observers could supply data to determine a conventional
object, if Blue Book's presumption were correct; instead, the better the observer,
the more difficulty in explaining the observation.

PO
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Surely a large proportion of the reports are due to conventional objects
or phenonena. QCurrently, the Air Force claims UHINOWNS are about 7% of all
conclusions. This figure, of course, is based on reports from a spectrum of
reliability categories, and one is not reminded that "Excellent' observers are
a small proportion of this. So throuing out the UIKNOWNS with the others is
tempting. As the sumary to Special Report #14 indicates, "As more and more
reports are read, the feeling that '"saucers™ are real fades, and is replaced
by a feeling of skepticism regarding their existence."™ But aside f£rom the
Report's dubious and confusing identification of UNKNOWN with “interplanetary
space vehicle™ (the meaning of "saucer"™ in the passage quoted), such a *"feeling
of skepticism'" should not blind one to "f£inding diamonds in a search for coal,"
as Dr. J. Allen Hynek put it in his April 5, 1966 testimony before the House
Armed Services Committee. It should certainly not blind one from finding diamonds

in a search for diamonds. But Blue Book is not looking for diamonds, it is
looking for coal.

This is what blinded Major Quintanilla from seeing UNKNOWN when the observers?®
testinmony stared him right in the face. He offered an explanation of a light in
the sky. It is now carried as an explanation of the April 17 sighting. The .
April 17 sighting was not just a light in the sky, any more than a mushroom cloud
is just a cloud. But since Blue Book prefers their choice of interpretation of
"sighting", I prefer not to refer to the April 17 event as (just) a "sighting.™
It was, concretely, and spelled out in such detail as to preclude a gratuitous
interpretation, explicitly an observation by at least four competent individuals
of a highly detailed and unconventional event,

Four weeks ago, I sent Major Quintanilla a letter pointing out that, while
he had explained a "light in the sky,"™ he had not explained the details of the
event., I listed twelve points which still needed explanation. I also (as tact-
fully as I could) asked him whether he had disregarded features of testimony that
conflicted with his explanation. The points I listed, with the exception of
corroboration £rom witnesses not present (but whom he later had interviewed),
were taken directly, and quoted, from testimony taped in Major Quintanilla‘'s
presence. That testimony was the same as originally given me the same day as

the sighting., I have received from Major Quintanilla only a signed receipt for
the Certified letter. '

Is Major Quintanilla ignoring it because it (the testimony) was given him
three weeks after the event? He did state he prefers to get initial impressions.
Why did he not do this? pBecause he could not "recrcate the scene"™? No. Because
he presumes, as outlined in AFR 200-2, that all UFOs are ordinary things seen
under extraordinary physical -- or psychological -- circumstances,

How can this attitude, printed, promoted and practiced by the Air Force,
do anything but cancel efforts to augment Blue Book?

I have great respect for the Air Force, 1. Stanton, and none of my remarks
are based on, or designed to foster, any erosion of that respect, in myself or
in the public eye. But let me point out that the public's respect is being *
eroded by the stream of hasty and often absurd statements on UFOs offered by
Blue Book, as official Air Force opinions. This is borne out by the fact that

- reluctance to admit the existence of unusual aerial objects is no longer frequently

accoupanied by ridicule of other witnesses, but by fear of ridicule of one's self
should such an object be seen.

BTN
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Weitzel =- Stanton 6/12/66 page four

I have tried so far to limit my correspondence to offers of information,
Mr. Stanton. I know your busy schedule is full of competing problems. But now
I feel I must ask a small favor of you. So long as Blue Book interprets the
April 17 event to be just a light in the sky, no accurate conclusion will be
forthconing. I have enclosed a list of the specific items, copied f£rom my
unanswered letter to Major Quintanilla, with quotations from the transeript.
Would you be so kind as to forward this list to the Air Force and ask how
Major Quintanilla explains these specific points, and inform me of their answer?

The question, how these points are explained, is legitimate. It demands a
legitinate answer. It is a different question than has been asked so far, in
precluding a gratuitous interpretation of "sighting". And I am not requesting
your intervention in wmy own behalf alone, but chiefly on behalf of Deputies
Spaur, Neff, Wilson and Sheriff Dustman. The question, furthermore, has by
no means disappeared from the minds of those in Portage County.

Perhaps the Air Force will answer, "They were exaggerating,' as Major

Guintanilla implied in his recently published statements., He did say he thought

the April 17 sighting was not a hoax. But frankly, if I were Dale Spaur or any
of the other participants, I would balk at having to choose between being labéled
*intelligent hoaxter® or 'hysterical stargazer." HNeither, of course, is close to
the truth; but what else can Portage County think of its deputies?

Sincerely yours,

William B. Weitzel, Chairman
Pittsburgh NICAP Subcommittee

Enclosure

Copies to Congressmen Ford
Fulton
~ Hutchinson



APRIL 17, 1966 "CIASE"™ OF UFO FROM PORTAGE COUNTY, OHIO, TO CONWAY, PENISYLVANIA

List of points not cleared up or explained by official conclusion offered ?y y
Major Hector Quintanilla, Jr., Director of Project Blue Book =-- that the sighting
was at first of an .Echo satellite, then Venus. This list taken from an as yet
(June 12, 1966) unanswered query to Major Quintanilla dated May 17, 1966. Ietter
was sent by Certified 1ail; Major Quintanilla signed the receipt. Quotations are
from transcript made from tape recorded in Major Quintanilla's presence May 10.

1. The UFO's size: "From berm to berm on 224" ™as big as a three-bedroom
ranch bone" '"gell, it was as big as a house!"™ (Spaur)

2. The UFO's brightness: "Like looking down the middle of hell, or something,
for a minute. And it was very bright; it'd make your eyes water." (Spaur)

3, The UFO's change in brightness with altitude: "It would get brighter when
it would go-up, and then it would seem like it would lose part of its intenseness,
of the light, as it would come back down to us.™ (Spaur)

4, The UFO's sound: a humming noise that would change pitch; like ™an overloaded
transformer when it changes™ or like different notes on a "pitchpipe" (Spaur)

5. The UFO's being seen to the north and south. When Spaur and Neff entered the
224-183 junction near Deerfield, they had to turn south. The object was then
behind them; when they turned back on to 224, going due east, it then traveled
over the road and *paced' them to the south. Also, going around Canfield: "and
we turned off to the right. And it was over to the right of us then, and that
throwed it back over to the left hand side of the cruiser. And it seemed like

it just went off the road and quit; when we was going a little bit south, it
turned and come right back with us. South." (Neff) This shows that they were

aware of the distinction between apparant movement, due to road direction changes,
and actual movement of the UFO.

6. The ground illuminated by the UFO: "It was no more, after it gained: altitude,
no more than between three and five hundred feet, *cause it was light on the ground
underneath of it. It was, the illumination from it, when it crossed that big
crane, where the strip field is and stuff, you could see it just as plain as you
can see that telephone. And this was before daylight." (Spaur)

7. 'The Ur0's metallic appearance: "But that's the metallic part that you could
see, You could see it very plain, and it was like an aluminum top that's been
used for a while; it was definitely a silver, or light color, but it wasn't like
chrome; it was silver color but it wasn®t polished silver. Smoky silver, Dull
silver, or whatever you'd call it; it was, I saw it very plainly.®* (Spaur) .
8. The UFO's projection: "When it would do this, you could see this one projection
on the back. Fifteen or eighteen feet long, it would appear to be, This is '
strictly an estimate.™ (Spaur)

9. The UFO's maneuvering: "This front part would change its angle of trim. « «
there was this one projection on it that we could see at any time; there were a
couple of times it made the same mancuver we couldn 't see it."™ (Spaur) = At this
time the object appeared to be about 100 feet ahead. ' 3

10. The UFO's being more visible when the sky became brighter: “Very clear, thexe
was no problem at all, as a matter of fact, the lighter it got, the better we could
see it." A constantly illuminated object would have gone down in relative brightness.



PORTAGE COUNTY &4/17/66 UFO page two
FEATURES NOT EXPLAINED BY PROJECT BLUE BOOK'S
"SATELLITE ** VENUS" CONCLUSION (cont.)

11, The nature of the UFQ's disappearance: "We watched it through an antenna. .
it went P3SSSMHEW, straight up; and I mean, when it went up, friénd, it didn't
play no games; it went straight up." (Spaur)

L]

12, The UFO's being seen in addition to Venus, at the end of the sighting: "There
was one bright spot right off the, about where the nose would have been on the

(man in the) moon, but the bright spot had been there, I don't know how long the
bright spot had been there, it was quite a while. But when we were watching, it
would have been, at this time -- of course, that spot was awful small, it wasnt*t

as big as this, that we were watching.' (Spaur) The UFO, at this time, was to
the left of the moon. Venus was to the right.

13, ‘The corroboration offered by other witnesses: "Anyway, this thing passes over
another police car. Ie watches it go by, het's spotted it now."™ Patrolman Wayne
uston, East Palestine police, saw the object come from the northwest, go overhead,
-and toward the southeast. e described a dome-shaped top, and conical brilliant
bottom (whether the bottom was substantial or not, he couldn't tell.,)

Because of the following, I also asked Major Quintanilla -- at the May 10
interview, and in my May 17 letter -- about jet plane involvement: Just after
two Salem, Ohio police officers, who had left the station to watch for the UFO's
arrival through Salem (there was a route # mixup in the radio traffie), reported
sceing it being chased by three jets, the police radio picked up the following
transmission: "I'™m going in for a closer look . « o I'™m right above it « o o It's
about 45 feet across, and it's trailing something . . . like a ball of fire,."

The officers who observed the jets were Ray Esterly and Lonny Johnson. Radio
listeners were Jack Cramer, radio operator, and Richard Whinnery, police lieutenant.
All signed statements., The UFO was above where Spaur and Neff were traveling

(as inferred from radio reports). It was flying level, and appeared to be about
five times the size of the jet immediately (about one mile) behind it. The other
jets were about 10 miles away, arcing in from another direction.

/ William B. Weitzel
June 12, 1966



J. WILLIAM STANTON COMMITTEE ON

e Congress of the United Stateg by ar iy

PHONE: 352-6167

Bouse of Representatives
Washingtor, B.C. 20515

June 16, 1966

Mr. William B. Weitzel, Chairman
Pittsburgh NICAP Subcommittee
5709 Woodmont Street

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Dear Mr. Weitzel:

Thanks very much for your most recent letter
of June 12,

After reading your previous correspondence, I
have taken the liberty of sending them to the Air
Force. This includes your letter and enclosures of
May 11 and May 17. I shall do the same with your
letter of June 12,

I wish to take this opportunity to express to
you my personal thanks for your efforts in regard
to the Portage County UFO sightings. You have truly
amazed me by the fairness and broadness of your own
personal investigation. I have been completely im-
pressed with your positive approach to the subject.
It is this type of constructive attitude that ac-
complishes things rather than simply taking a de-
structive position in regard to the Air Force. You
are certainly to be complimented.

Sincerely yours,

W
1lliam Stanton

WS:agt
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By CAROL CLAPP

Terming the Air Force's exs
planation of a UFO seen here
April 17 “incorrect,” a NICAP
investigator who has been
checking out the sighting for
more than a week today attack-
ed what he terms insufficient
investigation of this and other
UFO sightings by Project Blue

L

which checks UFO reports.
Urging that such investiga-

.tions be conducted by civilian

rather than military agencies,
he said it is *‘ridiculous” to pre-
sume that the significance of
such phenomena is only mili-
tary and not scientific.

William Weitzel, NICAP in-
vestigator and chairman of that
organization’s sub-committee in

v

| U LA.MW@

Pittsburgh, said his official
opinion of the Air Force finding
is that it is not correct.

NICAP, (National Investiga-
tions Committee on Aerial Phe-
nomena), is a non - military,
non-profit organization which in-
investigates UFO  sightings
throughout the country and af-
ter analysis of all available evi-

Book, the Air Force agency
‘Bluébook’@
Won’t Visit
The County,

lf/l? /66 - R-C:

Air Force “Project Blue-
book’ investigators, w h o
check reports of Unidentified
Flying Objects throughout
the United States, will not be
coming to Portage County to
investigate the sightings by
three a r e a police officers
early Sunday morning.

Major Hector Quintanella,
head of ‘‘Project Bluebook’

Depui‘aes Sav
nusj\@ﬂié"@
Air Force Savs

Sheriff's deputies chased‘ a
“satellite” for 86 miles -into
Pennsylvania Sunday morning,
“then, when it passed out of
view, focused their eyes .on
Venus.”

This is what the Air Force
said in a statement Friday con-

¥25/66 R-C.
D Depuly §wf?
' At AF Report:
On UFO Chase

“In my own mind I'm abso-
lutely sure it wasn't a satellite
and it wasn't a star.”

Deputy Dale Spaur, disturbed
by the Air Force's statement
that he probably chased a satel-

lita Sindav maorning  Anril 17

htm S

” MuEQ

dence, issues a statement con-
cerning their possible validity.

“Many times press releases
from the Air Force concerning
UFO sightings indicate that nei-
ther their investigators nor
Project Blue Book take  full
account of avallable informa-
tion.

“This inadequacy, which - we
have documented in our p\ibli—
cation, ‘The UFO Evidence,”
harmful for several reasons
Weitzel said.

“First, it is hxghly unscxenm’-
ic and fails to contribute to a
thorough analysis of UFO phe-
nomena.

“Second, when the Air Force
publishes UFO information
which does not represent the to-
tal situation and particular
cases, the public is misled.

“Third, ridicule and harass-
ment of witnesses often re-
sults.”

It is unusual, Weitzel said,
for NICAP to issue an opinion
this soon after an investigation
unless there is overwhelming
evidence.
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Jud e C k Requests Air Force UFO Probe o
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/ grossly unfalr to them for lhe

s By CAROL CLAPP . they have mplaint. ' other police officers, and photo- nesses and an exammanon of ' “However,' wha.t bothers me o
o Dbt ot £ il And Judge Cook has a com-  graphs were taken by Mantua the photographs taken by Chief most, as a private citizen and Force to reach any conclu-
T peag s A Tornes ' MLl Police Chief Gerald Buchert of Buchert. - former U. S. Congressman, is - sion in this ma‘ter ,unul it has himself, tells Stantou"il the let-
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' Admitting it made an “error”

in not investigating the ' April
17 UFO sighting in Portage
County, the Air Force blamed
a lack of manpower in Project
Blue Book and promised it will
send investigators here, prob-

Blue Book Invesugator Does

By CAROL CLAPP

It's sl a satellite and
Venus. .

The bead of Pro,)ect Blue
Book stuck by the Air Force's
original conclusion in regard to
the April 17 UFO sighting in
Portage County after talkin&
with three sheriff’s deputies
for nearly two hours Tuesday.

But although Major Hector
Quintanilla may be thorough

an error.

The congressman added that
Spaulding said the primary rea-
son that the UFO sighting here
was not investigated by the Air
Force at the time was a lack
of manpower in Project Blue

Sh I Venus to Air

w..)\_ b/ll/‘

n’t Change His Mmd

Palestine pohceman and a
Conway, Pa. patrolman could
have seen.

Acknowledging that had it
been a satellite the officers
started chasing, it would only
have been- visible about 10
minutes, the major said that
affer that period of time they
probably ‘“‘chased Venus.” '

The interview began shortly
after 2:30 p.m. At the request

Book, the Air Force's investiga- i

T T > =

rs/z/é’é§

romises ‘Probe
'hhng

felt lhey eventually have iden-
tified all but 16. Since 1947,
there have been more than 10,-

000 reported sightings,” Stant.on gy

said.

Stanton said Lt. Col. Spauld-
will contact Wright - Pat-

~of UFO awareness” amongs the

American people, which, . he

said, is greater than that on the
Viet Nam war.
He also said “I never doubt,

an observer’s word” and ex-
plained that his job is collect

data on UFO sightings and at-
tempt to explain them.

Wilson, refuse to accept the
“satellite - Venus" explanation.

Those involved 'in the snght- g
in , as well as Dustman and
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By CAROL CLAPP
All UFO sightings for the
past 19 years — including the
April 17 one in Portage County

— are exniainahle as ‘“‘misinter-

vision, Office of Legislative Lia-
ison. Department of the Air
Force, said.

“It has been proved almost
econclusivelv that renarted aerial

. Mantua Police Chief Gerald |
Buchert, meanwhile, had at-
tempted to photograph the ob-
ject he saw to the southeast,
toward Atwater.

Aar Force Tells
Comg Stanton

“’Ue 0s "Natural’

The Air Force release makes

no” mention of the other three
officers, only Deputy Spaur.
. “Police Chief Gerald Buchert
of ‘Mantua, O., and Deputy Dale
Spaur of Ravenna 0., reported
to-the Air Force that they had
observed an unidentified flying
ObJCCl at approximately 5 a.m.
on April 17.

“Chief Buchert took a picture
of “the object he observed. He
submitted the negative of the
photograoh to the Air Force for

>—UFO phenomena pose no threat
T to .the security of the United
tates and that the present Air
Force program dealing with
-UFO 51ght|ngs has been well

UF@S ‘N&Eaﬁmﬁ Phenomena.’
~ Air Force Tells Stan

HAY 25 1956
nion

garding the recent report of an
unidentified flying object in
your district.”

Col. Powell indicates in the

Tatbar haswrasra w that in enita Af

(Durmg an Air Ferce inter-
view in Portage County, h o w-
ever, Deputy Spaur described
the object he and Deputy Neff
pb_served as being *‘as big as a
house” and hovering several
hundred feet above the cruiser
on- Rt. 224, shortly after it
arose from over tree tops).

The two officers also said the
object they ‘‘chased” stopped,
appeared to wait for them on
two occasions, rose, descended,
and maneuvered beautifully”).

Judge Cook wurged Cong.
Stanton to call for a- more
thorough investigation of the
UFO sighting here after the Air

Farce announced its econclusion
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- Cong.
‘.llth District is writing to Sec- sis of new sightings may pro- cludeaclﬁicalpsychologktand

@
&

Stanton Wants anded R
sy Fomtn &««B o
Investlgatmn of UFOs x._

’William Stanton of the ways the possibility that analy- sightings. The team shwld in-

-

retary of Defense Robert Mec- vide some additions to scientific a physical scientist. X
‘Namara urging that “serious knowledge of value to the Air
‘consideration” be given to the Force. Moreover, some of the —At each Air Force tems,
‘Air Force Scientific Advisory case records (into) which the Command akm«i
‘Board's recommendations to ex- committee looked that were list- Force investi ator
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By CAROL CLAPP

“Certainly the need for im-
proving Project Blue Book’s in-
vestigative techniques of UFO
sightings has been made evi-
dent here in Portage County,”
Commbn Pleas Court Judge
Robert E. Cook said today, re-
iterating his belief that the Air
Force conclusion of the sight-

ing is “still ridiculous.”

Conk  caid Coano William

¢
$
i
o
l
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~ Terms Conclusion
, - Of Portage Probe
- As ‘Ridiculous’

i

people want the truth,” urges

the Air Frrce.

investigative techniques should

- Cook believes that Blue Book °

be improved for each and every .

claimed sighting.

“Explain those which can be
explained. But if there are
those which can’t be explained

—such as the one in Portage
County — say so;” Cook urges. |
“Investigate promptly; check

At tha infarmation: nea asverv

{
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By CAROL CLAPP

. (First of a Series)
Relegated to what one might
be tempted to call a ‘‘cubby-
hole” in the Foreign Technology
Division building at Wright-
Patterson Air Force base in
Dayton are a major, a lieuten-
hpt, a sergeant, a secretary and

Force’'s UFO investigative unit
which, for the past 19 years,
has attempted to identify what-
ever it is all those people have
been seeing in the sky.
‘People, of course, have report-
ed ‘“seeing something’’ up there
they couldn’t identify for much
longer than that. . . 3

UFO Investigative Unii Dates Back to 1948

From Sign to Grudge to Blue Book

(This UFO report, of course,
the Air Force has not attempted
to identify).

Neither has it had a chance to
investigate sightings such as
those reported in the Norfolk,
Va. area Aug. 6, 1860, when two
objects, one red and one green,
flew together overhead with an

shaped “airship” was reported
flying against the wind.

But the Air Force can - be
forgiven for not investigating
these sightings — after all, there
were no propelled aircraft at
that time, so of course there
was no Air Force, and con-
sequently, no Project Blue Book
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‘Misinterpretation’ Blamed

For Many ‘Saucer’ Si-ghtings

By CAROL CLAPP ["are m1§1n[§rpreting‘ what they’
> are seeing.

(Third in a Series) An awf%l lot of people have
Why do people — thousands ‘“‘misinterpreted” things in the

of them — see and report Un- skies over the United States

identified Flying Objects? during the 19 years Blue Book
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and of course, astronomical

checks are made to determine if
any stars or planets were
exceptionally  bright or if

meteors or comets were report-’

ed.

* Any movie film purporting to' |
'show UFQ's is studied and an- |

alyzed by Wright - Patterson’s
|Motion - Picture Laboratory,
lwhile all still negatives and
|prints are checked with photo in-

ﬁterpretors at the air base.

Maj. Quintanilla emphasized
that ‘“‘the interpretation of the
stimulus (why the observer
thought he saw what he said he
saw) is what gives us trouble.”

““We are all influenced by

What about reports from |
such qualified observers as pi- |

lots, for example, who should be
accustomed to quickly identify-

" ing any number of conventional

objects or atmospheric phenom-
na?

Maj.  Quintanilla = said he
“can’t understand’” why every-
one always refers to such sight-
ings. “‘In the time I've been here,
I've never had a pilot report a
UFO — but they have used the
UFO channels to report meteors,
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(Fourth in a Series) “Most should be able to,” the

. By CAROL CLAPP major admitted.

A UFO appears to hover, then After all, if radar reports are
zip away at incredible speed. It inaccurate enough that tempera-
makes a 90 or 180-degree turn ture inversion and ground clut-
at fantastic speed, then almost ter can be misinterpreted by
stops. It seems to “follow” a experienced operators for UFO’
car or airplane. .. how effective is our radar net-
. Tate chase a 1TRO which has work?

b
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moving 1n a pattern through the
air?

perience considerable interfer-
ence.

“People keep bringing this
up,” the major sighed.

“I have never found a corre-
lation between alleged electrial
stoppages of autos and UFO’s,”
the major said. Smiling, he add-
ed, ‘““in most instances when the

this is what happened.

In other words, I asked, when
all such ‘“‘conventional” objects
as airplanes, weather balloons,
satellites, etc., along with
hoaxes, have been ruled out as

causes of UFO sightings, UFQ’s

must be natural phenomena?
“Yes,” the major replied.
What about Portage County’s

UFO on April 17? Can a satel-

Record-Courier, Thursday, June 9, 1966

Temperature Inversions Can Confuse Inexperienced Radar Operators

lite or Venus move across a
car, light the ground ‘“‘as if it
were noon” with a brilliant
whiteness, or hover at extreme-
ly low altitudes such as  .150
feet?

The major smiled. “Do you
think there is any possibility of
a hoax involved in our sight-

mer Blue Book chief: “Does a
UFO have to come in and land
on your desk...?”,

Maj. Quintanilla, who has ob-
viously heard that one innumer-
able times, said he would ac--
cept the word of astronomers.
He said they would know “weeks

2 e 4t 9y 28 .22 Pennoan


rmcnitt
Text Box


Project Blue Book - An Effective American Defense Tool or Just an Image?

7. . Air Force Regulation 200~

By CAROL CLAPP
- (Last in a Series)
Just how important is Project
Blue Book?
If appearances are indicative,
one is almost forced to come to
the conclusion: “not very.”

“UT¢ thara ic nn eninh thino ac

nocent weather balloon to an
enemy aircraft or missile, to a
spaceship — or an hallucination.

It would seem that for a peri-
od of time the security of the
United States COULD be in

Aancdan hanaiian tha nhiant ic nat

the photo labs which he says
he can use if necessary.

Of course, the information of
satellite tracking stations and
weather balloon launching sites,
etc. scattered throughout the
country is accessible by tele-
phone for investigation wbur-

2, Paragraph 3-c. . . .““Air Force

activities must reduce the per-:

centage of unknowns to the
minimum. Analysis thus far has
provided explanation for all but
a few of the sightings reported.

These unexplained sightings are -

" The fact that he described it

as ‘‘big as a house and hover-

ling 50 feet off the ground” can

be attributed to ‘“‘exaggera-
tion”” or ‘“‘misinterpretation.”
The Air Force’s Scientific Ad-
visory Board’s Ad Hoc Commit-
tee to Review Proiect R 1 u e
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ERRATA: (1) The phrase quoted in paragraph two, page four, of the discussion
of Blue Book's investigation, attributed to Congressman Stanton,
was actually said by Judge Robert Cook; printed in the May 5, 1966
Record-Courier article about Congressman Stanton,

(2) 1In the second paragraph of the April 21 entry of the Initial rhase
Summary, "Mr. Rex" should read, "Mr, Rex Lysyj".

(3) On page six of The Chase, “Kwaitanowski™ should read “Rwiatanowski®.

ANGIE MEASUREMENTS: Were made with simple instrument made with protracter and
ruler, allowing line-of-sight readings while witnesses pointed (rotating protracter
was weighted for 90° vertical). Horizontal angles measured similarly, Angle of
sun in Section Map of Economy Borough is uncertain, but direction of UFO was 6°
greater. BError in other angle measurements, £ or = 1°, Mignetic compass used

for road bearing measurements, (Sun angle from compass, but near ferrous clutter,)

ADDITIONAL SIGHTINGS: More activity from UFOs was reported in Portage County

during this investigation, but the P-13 investigation took priority. Some of

these involved law enforcement officers, but these men were reluctant to discuss

or report them, chiefly because of the turmoil that resulted from the p-13 event,

and the Air Force's evaluation procedure. One deputy offered corroboration of

the initial P-13 sighting, but refused permission to use his name, even confidentially,
He did not wish to get involved., At this time (evening of April 17) Deputy Spaur

had already been considerably bothered by the news media, although he never failed
to cooperate as fully as his schedule permitted,





