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To fh~ Pre~ldcnt ot the United Stntes: 

The und~rs!q;ned un~e you to "flvor.1bly con~!der th~ Pe>tltton for l're5ldentl<>l P~r~on 
of.' Iva To~url d'Aqulno whe-n the ~ttH r>et!tlon I!! filed. 

A pRttotlc ATT:eric:;,1!1, trapped In J.:p:in by the ottac!< or. P<"a"cl P..,rt>or, .-.he e:i-,;n~ed ln 
radio bnrnrli::nstlnq; for the! Jfirane.Je Covernm~nt only nt'ter endurln~ st-"lrv.1::lon. Sha dl~ 
50 in cooperation with si~ilarly coerced Allied prlsnnnrs of wnr, nnd like theM brond. 
cast nothlr1 of any hel;:, to t!ie Jn;:,nnese war effort. "To'.{yo ~osc" "'"'-' a myth, ;>nct A 

l)11rmless o;ie at ti-int,. h11t cert11ln peoole 011rs1dnq; tlielr O'-ln ,1T-httlon th011~ht \}thi:-rwls~. 
Iva To~::rl cl' ,\qulno re~lsted In tl-,e oril\• ·,rnv open to lier- (l,_,dn~ her c11ptlvl.ty in Jap1Jn. 
She \las tried nnd ~onvicc£:d (o::- 3 treo:;on s'ic did n;>t cc,.,....,!t. 

Sh~ served her sentenc~, anc1 poid h<?r rtn~. She ;;!.so lost he._... A~1~r·lcnn Citiz.cnship, 
which she h.1s cherls:1eri .'.lbov~ all else. 1~er love of co1mtry n.•,nain:? 11nctian~ed, ln spite 
or h~r orrlcal. A t'ull and uncond\t\onal ?residential p~rdon, to re5tore wliat s'le value~ 
:;o rnuch, ls _ long overd•.11!. 

Address 

/)C,J-; {½ Of:.,c..'qtt:"1-f-.. ( /!!_(..,'.. L.g_ ?e>o 2-6 

2/()2 W. IS71-lt ')f. C-ttrdt.l'-A. 

fOOL..t;. 

~ct7J1 

~-----=-~~~--? /oo fa.tkVl L,.. tt .!tp 
- • ~Z.,!J~. A11~1'/. t.. ?4'd~ 

fi:c.._ 3 31 So.~;~- c~. 'f e,~ 1,/'f 

-'~~~~~~~~~~~_:-<--Ma.c;tJr !om !3mciley 1 Lo.s /J11 el~s) Cc1.., 

,-,,, 
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., RESOLUTION 
PETITIONING GERALD R. FORD, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, TO GRANT A PARDON TO 
IVA IKUKO TOGURI d'AQUINO. 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the Council of the City and County of Honolulu, as the 
elected representatives of a diverse ethnic community, have dedicated ourselves to 
the democratic principles of liberty, justice and the pursuit of happiness, without 
regard to race, religion or creed that are the cornerstones of our great American 
republic; and 

WHEREAS, this Council believes the denial of justice and freedom for one is the 
abnegation of ;h~se GQ~~g~_yen rights for all Americans; and 

~-ciEREA.S, this Council feels that Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino was a victim of warcime 
hysteria and p_s,_st'-~ar _hysteria in her convi<:_~~o~ine __ a~d i~Q..:fi~nme_Ilt _on -~ .s:.ha__rge 
of treason as the mythicar "To1<yo"l{C:fs·~r a conviction which since has been found to 
be undeserving ·and unjust_;_and- ~--- - -----------... - -----··- -
WHEREAS, Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino served six (6) years in prison and continues to 
suffer immeasurably from humiliation and the loss of her citizenship as the result 
of . her highly questionable and unjust conviction; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that Gerald R. Ford, 
President of these United States, be, and he is, hereby petitioned to proceed 
forthwith to grant a pard·on to Iva Ikuko Toguri d 'Aquino and to bestow all executive 
and other remedies available under the law as justice demands; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Clerk be, and she is, hereby directed to transmit 
copies of this resolution to The Honorable Gerald R. Ford, President of the United 
States; The Honorable Edward H. Levi, Attorney General, U. S. Department of Justice; 
Mr. Lawrence M. Traylor, Esq., Office of the Pardon Attorney, U. S. Department of 
Justice; Members of the Hawaii Congressional Delegation; and The National Committee 
for Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino. 

INTRODUCE!? BY: 

DATE OF INTRODUCTION: 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

COUNCILMEN 

~ , . ........ ._~ , -..... ~ ~ ·--· ., ---s ~7 
' .. · . . . ' . . - . . . ... : ...... , -: . 

; Council asks Ford • 
... . . 

t to pardon d'Aquino 
: .:the City Council has adopted a resolution ask-
• ing President Ford to grant a pardon to the 
: woman accused of being Tokyo Rose, Iva Ikuko 
'. Toguri d'Aquino. 
• The resolution said d'Aquino was "a victim of 
: wartime hysteria and post-war hysteria in her 
~viction, fine and imprisonment on a charge of 
: treason as the mythical Tokyo Rose." 
'. D'Aquino was convicted in 1949 of treason for 
•propaganda broadcasts she made for the Japa-
• ne~ during World War IL She served more than 
• siX' years in prison for what the Council now de-
; scribes as a "highly questionable and unjust con-
• viction." 
: The Council'.s action is part of a nationwide 
;movement for a presidential pardon for d'Aquino . . 
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National Iva Toguri Committee 
17 65 Sutter St. 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

Gentlemen: 

George D. Thow 
4502 Coldwater Cyn. 
North Hollywood, CA 
August 1, 1976 

Ave, /1D 
91604 

Enclosed are petitions on behalf of Iva Toguri. Most of these signatures 

were gathered at the Lotus Festival, an Asian community event held at Echo Park 

in Los Angeles on July 17 and 18. 

Please note that the topmost petition bears the signature of Los Angeles 

Mayor Tom Bradley. I was not present when this signature was obtained, but I 

did confirm with the Mayor's Office that it is indeed his. 

Sincerely, 

~! 

• 



WA Y NE K . H O RIUCH I 
W A SH INGT ON RE PRESE NTA TIVE 

-11! W A S H INGT ON O F FICE 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

1730 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE . N .W . 

WASHINGTON . D . C . 20036 

1202) 223-1240 

UG 7 19 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS . JACL 

DA VID E . USHIO. NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

1765 POST STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO . CALIFORNIA 94115 

(415 ) 921 -5225 

August 12, 1976 

Dr. Myron Kuropas 
Special Assistant to the President 
Room 190 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20501 • 

Dear Myron, 

Just as an update on the Iva Toguri case, I wanted to 
inform you of several new endorsements which Mrs. Toguri 
received in behalf of her quest for a presidential pardon. 

The Honorable Tom Bradley, Mayor of Los Angeles, signed 
a petition in support of Mrs. Toguri and the Honolulu City 
Council adopted a resolution asking President Ford to grant 
a pardon to her. 

I'll keep you posted on further developments. 

Thank you for your interest and support. 

I am, 

WKH/llc 

Enclosures 

/ 
Si~ce_ el y 

//~ ,, .· r#t-
/4-v y K. ' Horiucni 

Washington Representative 

FOR BETTER AMERICANS IN A GREATER AMERICA 
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TO: 

------
MEMORANDUM 

OF CALL 

,.,...._--, 

0 YOU WERE CALLED BY- 0 YOU WERE VISITED BY-

:r Ct..y, \ Cu.A\ 0V: 
OF (OrBanization) ( \ N~c.. }(Sc!:)94 

0 WILL CALL AGAIN 

0 RETURNED YOUR CALL 

0 IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

RECEIVED BY I DATE I TIME-~ u- 22 q.:5-.) 
STANDARD FORM 63 GPO: 11H18-"'8-l-3U-l 832-889 
REVISED AUGUST 1967 
.GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 ,: r 

63-108 
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FOR: 

FRO: 

THRU: 

SUBJECT: 

Decembet:9, 1976 

Ken Lazarus 

Myron Kuropaa 

William J. Baroody 

Pardon of Iva Toguri 

Now that you have had an opportunity to review the evidence con-
cerning Iva Topri and the strong support ahe enjoy• from a 
variety of comm11nitlea. Congreeemen and media, we would like 
to recommend that you push for a full pardon. This 
propoaed action enjoys the support of our Ambassador to Japan 
aa well a• the National Security Council. 

Our underatandlng of the case is that: 

1) When the caae waa originally conaidered, the Department of 
decided not to prosecute because of insufficient evidence. 

2) It wa.a only after Ma. Toguri decided to return to the United 
States that a decision waa reached -- after preas exhortations --
to prosecute. 

3) Her conviction waa baaed largely on the testimony of coerced 
witneaaea and ones who had renounced their U.S. citizenship, a step 
Iva Toguri refused to take despite severe preeaures to do so. 

4) The jury had great difficulty in reaching a decision and reached 
one only after the judge suggested that they perform their "patriotic 
duty. !I 

5) Her immediate auperiora, an American POW and an Australian 
POW, were both aub•equently cleared of a.11 treason charges and 
even promoted! 



COMMIT'TEE FOR iVA TOGURI 
OFTHE 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

Attorney Wr,yne M. Collins, 
Consultan: 

Partial listing • 

Individual Endorsements: 
Gov. George A . Ariyos:1:, Hawaii 
Mayor Tom Bradley, LoB Angeles 
Rep. Yvonne B. Burke, Calif0rnia 
Lt Gov. Melvyn Dymal iy, Ca:itornia 
Secretary or !:H ate Marr.ti Fong Eu, Calif. 
Rep. Donald M. f-rnr-er, Minnesota 
Proi. S. I. Hayak,l'va, S.F. State Univ. 
R.::u. SµarL M. M<J1Sunaga, r-idwa11 
Rep . Abner J. Mikva. Illinois 
Assemblyman S. Floyd Mori, California 
Mayer George R. Moscone, San Francisco 
Rep. B.F. Sisk. C·;!iforn•a 
Atty Gem. Evelle J. Younger , California 

Organizational En:Jorsoments: 
Ame r ican Civil liberties Union, 
No. Cal if. Chapter 
Americans tor De'11ocratic Action, 
No C.-.lif. Chapter 
California State Legisiature 
Nationa, Council of thE' 
Churchts of Christ 
San Francisco Beard of Supervisors 
San Fn,ncisco Commission on 
the Status of Women 
Wi llard Anderson Post #24 71 , 
VFW, -Dalles, Oregon 

Media Editorial Endorsements: 
Daytor. Daily News (Ohio) 
Den,er Post 
Hunolulu Adveniser 
Los Angeles T1rnes 
Minnecipolio Tribune 
San f"ranc,~co Ch1onicie 
San Frar.cisco Examiner 
San f-ranci~ce> l<FRC-Radio 
Seattle Pos1 lntelli(;encer 
v\/ashin(;ton Star (CJ.C.) 

'3Jpf'n"tin9 Artit-!c~ · 
Ch icago Daily News 
Chicago Tribun e 
Christian Science Monito r 
Honoiulu Star-Bulletin 
Naticnal CJbservcr 
Wall Street Journal 
Washington Post 

JACL Headquarters B!dg. 
1765 Sutter Street 

San Francisco, California94115 

REPORT, December 2, 1976 

From : Clifford I. Uyeda . 

To: Committee members. 
JACL National Board G Staff . 
JACL Chapter Presidents . 

Clifford I. Uyeda, M.D. 
Chairm&n 

Reaction to Media Coverage of the Petition Fi lL,g: 
(11/1 7/76) 

One cannot blame Iva for being uncomfortable about 
media interviews. By quoting her out of context, 
some media representatives fortified their pre-
conceived prejudices and made her statements completeJy 
out of line with what was really said at the press 
conference . 

The most outrageous reporting was the one ivhich "quoted" 
Iva as saying, "I am not asking for exoneration, only a 
pardon." She never made that statement. 

Attorney Wayne M. Collins and I \vere right next to her 
th roughout the November 17th press conferences. One 
press gentleman asked how many times she had appJi~d 
for a pardon.· Attorney Collins answered that question . 

He said there were two previous petitions filed, the 
first one was for exoneration not pardon because at 
th at time (June 1954 ) Iva was still in prison. The 
s econd petition was for a pardon, as is this third one. 

Somehow all that got twisted into s tat ements Iva never 
uttered, and went out on the wire service to be quoted 
all over the world! 

The .seeking of "pardon" is the forrr:a lity that must be g0ne through. She 
was unjustly charged and convictec. . She was charged, en perjured testimony, 
with statements she did not ~ak~. 

The American TV media, 1,·ith few exceptions (CDS, KQED-San fnm ... :isco), still 
presents only the l egend of Tokyo Rose, not the tragir st ory of a real person 
victimized by this legend. 

. . . 2/ 
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Katherine Pinkham Harris, former correspondent who covered the 1949 trial, 
wrote to David Brinkley (NBC) protesting the distorted manner in which he 
presented the filing of the pardon petition. 

Don McGaffin of KING-TV, Seattle, Washington, called stating the outraged 
reactions from viewers of NBC report. KING-TV is preparing a program to 
counter the David Brinkley presentation. 

In November the following press reports were noted: 

11/10/76 - COLLEGE OF MARIN TIMES (Charlotte Kester) 

"Group seeks presidential pardon for Tokyo Rose" 

11/17/76 - SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER (Dexter Waugh) 

"Ford pardon asked by 'Tokyo Rose'" 

11/18/76 - SAN FRANCISCO C!ffiONICLE 

"Formal Plea for Pardon. 
'Tokyo Rose' Comes Back to S.F. 11 

11/18/76 - HOKUBEI MAINICHI 

"27 Years After Dubious Conviction of Iva Toguri d'Aquino 
Petition Filed Here for Presidential Pardon" 

11/18/76 - OAKLAND TRIBUNE (Richard Spencer) 

"'Tokyo Rose' Plea" 

11/18/76 - INDEPENDENT AND GAZETTE (Berkeley) 

"Tokyo Rose Makes Plea for Pardon" 

11/18/76 - SA11 ;JOSE MERCUR-'! 

"Tokyo Rose Files Petition For A Presidential Pardon" 

11/18/76 ·_ CHICAGO SUN TIMES 

"Tokyo Rose again seeks pardon: 'America is my home.'" 

11/18/76 - WASHINGTON STAR (D.C . ) 

"Seeking Pardon" 

11/18/76 - WASIIINGTON POST (D.C.) 

"'Tokyo Rose' Petition For Presidential Pardon of Treason Conviction" 

11/18/76 - NEW YORK TIMES 

"Tokyo Rose files Petition Per Presidential Parden'' 
... 3/ 
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11/18/76 - BALTIMORE SUN 

"'Tokyo Rose' of World War II asks for presidential pardon" 

11/18/76 - PALO ALTO TIMES 

'' 'Tokyo Rose' appeals for presidential pardon" 

11/19/76 - MAINICHI DAILY NEWS (Tokyo/Osaka) 

"'Tokyo Rose' Files Clemency Petition" 

11/19/76 - CHICAGO SUN TIMES (Editorial) 

"Pardon 'Tokyo Rose'" 

11/ 20/76 - COLORADO SPRINGS SUN 

"Tokyo Rose--soldiers' legend" 

11/22/76 - NEW YORK TIMES 

Letter to Editor, by Michi Weglyn: "A Pardon for 'Tokyo Rose'" 

11/22/76 - DENVER POST (Editorial) 

"Heed Plea of Tokyo Rose'' 
"There is much merit to her plea." 
"Nothing now can restore the years she los t in prison, or 
salve the heartbreak of unjus tly being branded a traitor. But 
a pres identi a l pardon, restoring the citizenship she cherished 
through all her travail, would be only simple justice. We urge 
President Ford to sign it." 

11/22/76 - HONOLULU ADVERTISER (Editorial) 

"Pardon 'Tokyo Rose'" 
"Her r equest s p1esents Prcsj dent For d the oppo1·tuni. t y to mak0 
a humane and symbolic gesture during his final days in office." 
"For the President of the United States, a pardon would be a 
small act that says much about our fairness and compassion as 
a nation." 

11/22/76 - OAKLAND TRIBUNE (Editorial) 

"Pardon Tokyo Rose" 
"President Ford should undertake a compassionate act before he 
leaves office in January--grant a full pardon to Tokyo Rose." 
"Now that her official request for pardon has been filed ... it 
is time for the President to act." 

. . . 4/ 
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11/26/76 - HOKUBEI MAINICHI (Delphine Hirasuna) 

"Scapegoat" 

11/26/76 - PACIFIC CITIZEN 

!'Iva files pardon plea" 

11/29/76 - STANFORD DAILY (Editorial) 

"Pardon Iva Toguri" 
"We are hopeful ... that President Gerald Ford, now free from 
political pressures ... will grant the pardon expeditiously. 
If not, President-elect Jimmy Carter should begin his adminis-
tration in a positive note by righting the government's 
30-year-old 1n-ong against Tog_uri." 

11/29/76 - Clifford Uyeda on KDKA, Pittsburgh, Pa. (10:00 - 11:00 p.m. 
Pittsburgh time). Talk show concerning "Tokyo Rose." John Signa 
moderating. (Pittsburgh a cold 6° F, with the winJ making the "chill 
factor" -150 F. San Francisco was shivering jn the mid-SOs.) 

11/29/76 - San Jose VFW Nisei Memorial Post No. 9970 unanimously passed 
a resolution at its October meeting supporting pardon for Iva Toguri. 
Thanks to Post Commander, Robert E. Pursel, 1vho notified us. 

12/2/76 - Received a copy of Congressman (Senator-elect) Spark M. 
Matsunaga's letter urging President Ford to grant pardon to Iva. 
Congressman Matsunaga has been the most active and eloquent supporter 
from thG U.S. Congress--going ailthe way back to March 22nd. We are 
truly grateful. 

Please continue the letter writing campaign to the President. 

Just received copi es of reports in Japan: 

11/24/76 - YOMIURI NEWSPAPER (Fuyuko Kamisaka) 

"Private interview with 'Tokyo Rose'" 

12/03/76 - ASAHI WEEKLY (Fuyuko Kamisaka) 

"'Tokyo Rose' relates first post-war story" 

f 



Stanford 
aily 

.J 
Stanford University, Stanford, Calif. Monday, November 

II 
Editorials =========ill 

We support the appeal of Iva Toguri - ac-
cused of having been "Tokyo Rose" during 
Wq_rld War JI - for a presidential pardon from 
her 1949 treason conviction. 

Toguri, a Nisei who found herself stranded in 
Japan after Pearl Harbor, took a job in 1943 with 
Radio Tokyo. and was selected by Austnlian, 
American and Filipino prisoners of war to be 
one of 14 English-speaking broadcasters for 
"Zero Hour," a radio show they directed for 
American servicemen. 

Ironically, the main reason she was unable to 
leave Japan in September 1942 when the 
Japanese and American governments had 
worked out the red tape which kept her from 
returning immediately to her home country 
was the fact that her parents were interne·d in 
the Gila River, Ariz., relocaticn camp for 
Japanese Americans and were unable to send 
her money for the voyage. 

Although the Japanese intended the program 
as a propaganda effort against the Allies, the 
POWs used their control over the material used 
to subtly destroy its propaganda value. Accord-
ing to the Australian POW leader, Toguri was 
selected because she was pro-American and 
would not reveal th_e POW effort to the 
Japanese. 

Indeed , a Marine Corps intelligence officer . 
testified at her tri al that, as a result of her coop-
eration with the POW sabotage effort, thP, resul-
tant brondcasts were "singularly free of prop-
aganda." That opinion was echoed by the 
U.S. Army occupation forces in Japan after the 
war, which did-an exhaustive investigation of 
Toguri's activities and concluded that she had 
committed no treasonous offense in making the 
broadcasts. The Justice Department reached a 
similar conclusion late in 1946. 

In 1948, however, responding to pressure 
from headline-grabbing tabloid journalists 
such as Cosmopolitan magazine's Harry Brun-
didge and jingoists such as Walter Winchell 
and Kate Smith, the FBI reopened its investiga-
tion. As a· result, Toguri was arrested for the 
third time, tried and found guilty of treason. 

Jus tice Department documents recently re-
leased under the FreeJom of Information Act 
indicate that the prosecution was a·.vare that 
Brundidge had subcrned perjury in obtaining 

testimony from Japanese citizens flown to the 
United States at government expense. Indeed, 
two witnesses who presented the most damag-
ing evidence of American statements by Toguri 
have since admitted that they lied at her trial at 
Brundidge's request. 

h fact, rrcsecutcr Tom De Wolfe, in a 1948 
memo from his Justice Department office, ad-
mitted that Toguri was "a trusted and selP,cted 
agent uf the Allied prisoners of war," tL.at she 
frequently expressed pro-American statements 
during her Radio Tokyo employment and that 
"the Government case must fail as a matter of 
law because Government witnesses vJill dis-
close that subject (Toguri) did not adhere to the 
enemy or possess the requisite disloyal state of 
mind." 

Nonetheless, Toguri spent 6½ years in prison 
for making wartime statements her own pro-
secutor privately admitted were "totally in-
nocuous." She also lost her citizenship as a 
result of the conviction and has been 
threatened with deportation since. 

The record of public pressure, jingoism, ad-
missions of innocence by prosecutors and per-
jured testimony by witnesses in itself demands 
a full pardon. And Toguri's latest appeal· may 
be her last, since pardon petitions may be filed 
only once each six years, and she is now 50. 

But beyond Toguri's innocence of the 
cb:1_rgcs on V/hich she V/J.S convicted lie3 t!ic 
question of what constitutes verbal treason in 
wartime. During the Vietnam war, antiwar ac-
tivists such as Jane Fonda gave interviews for 
broadcast with Radio Hanoi designed to affect 
the morale of American soliders. 

We believe freedom of speech under the First 
Amendment protects such speech and would 
oppose prosecutions of these persons for their 
statements. Even if Toguri had sympathized 
wifo the Japanese and had attempted to under-
mine American. morale, we do not believe her 
statements would have constituted treason. 

We are hopeful, as is Toguri, that President 
Gerald Ford, now freed from political pressures 
by his defeat, will grant the pardon expedili-. 
ou sly. If not, Presiden t-elect Jimmy Carter 
should begin his administration on a positive 
note by righting the govP-rmnent's 30-year-old 
wrong against Toguri. 

• 
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18 engrossing books of history and world affairs ... 

The History Book Club Stamford, Conn. 06904 

(First price is publisher's list. Boldface shows member's price.) 
138. Seven Who Shaped Our Destiny: 407. The House of Medici 
The Founding Fathers By Chri'stopher Hibbert. The greal Flor-
as Revolutionaries en tine family which innu~nced four cen-
By Ri'chard B. Moms. SI0.00/$7.50 1uries of European hiSlory. $1 2.50/$8.95 
139. ()jsease and HiStory 414. Russia Under the Old Regime 
By F. F. Cartwnght. S9.95/S7.50 By R ichard P,pes. Sl7.50/SI0.95 
146. Karl Marx: His Life and Thought 
By David M clellan. Sl5.00/S9.95 418. The War Against the Jews: 1933-
247. A History of Ame1ican Law 
B_v Lawrence M. Friedman. $15.95/$9.75 
324. Alexander the Great 
By Robin lane Fox. $15.00/$9.95 
346. The World of the Huns 
By 0. J. Maenchen-Hel/en. S20.00/Sll.50 
347. The Army of the Caesars 
By Michael Grant. SI5.00/S9.95 
377. France in the Age of Louis XDI 
and Richelieu 
By V.ctor-l. Tap,i. Sl7.50/$12.50 
379. The Quest for Ulysses 
By W. B. Stanford and J. V. Luce. 
Searching for the man behind the myth. 

$17.50/SI0.95 
386. Roll,Jordan, Roll: The World 
the Slaves Made 
By Eugene D. Genovese. 1975 Bancroft 
Prize. Sl7.S0/S12.50 

1945 By Lucy Daw1ilow1cz. $15.00/$9.95 

427. Circles and Standing Stones 
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one or lier young clerks. "The gentleman 
\1.1nts it ;:ift•wrapped." 

~O T!IIS is the voice that became a legend. 
that supposedly enthralled and demorali,ed 
.:\merican fighting men with its se<lucli\'c 
taunts? 

lt's low and forceful, crisp and efficient. 
The voice of a businesswoman. 

Later, she sounds nervous, pleading to lle 
excused so she can retreat again to her work-
room. "I have learned to live with what hap-
pened to me," she says.- "To accept it, like an 
i!lness" 

But a growing number. of Americans think 
she shoul<l accept i~ no longer. They're con-
vinced that lva Toguri tl'Aquino was a victim 

• of post-war hysteria, unfairly sing1td out for 
prosucution and wrongly coirvicted in one of 
the w11rst miscan-inges·oi' justice in federal 
court hi story. 

·r hey have brgun 1m1tativc steps toward 
seel,111;.: a presicknt1al p::nlon in this Bicen-
tennia' y\·ar. 

THE JAPANESE American Citizens 
Le.iguc is c!rculatin,7 petitions urgln~ Presi-
dent Fon! "to fnvor,lbly consider ... a foll 
and uncondit1011al pard,m,'' and leaJ-,11.1e lca<l-
crs will 1 ry to assess his reaction. 

"If he is still pardon-shy hetausc of Nixon, 
,1·0 will wait a while before we filc a formal 
request," said Dr. Clifford [. Uyeda, a retin:d 
Sun Francisco pediatrician who is chairman 
o1 the National Committee for l\'a Toguri. 

He has to be cautious. A request for a presi-
dential pardon can be filed with the U.S. Par-
don Attorney in Washington only once cwry 
six years. 

"If we are tumed down, we must wait until 
1082 to try again," h~ said. "And she will be 
60 on the 4th of July .... " 

1 VA TOGURI was born in Los Angeles on 
July -1, 1016. Her parents, Jun and F\lmi To-
guri, were barred from citizenship because 
they ,,ere born in Japan. Before 1952, C .~. 
law prohibited persons of Asian ancestry 
from becoming natural!1ed. 

nut Iva was a U.S. citizen from birth. 
Years later, she could have saved herself 
from prosecution simply by renouncln~ that 
citizenship - but she rdused. 

A few days after her graduation from the 
University of California at Los Angeles in 
June, 19-11, a letter arriYecl from Japan with 
Ilic news that an aunt was critically ill. lva 
was sent to help care for her. 

In tl10sc days it took weeks to get a pass-
port, so Tva sailed for Japan with only her 
birth certificate and a temporary State Dept. 
certificate of identification. 

Late in August she applied for a passport at 
the U.S. embassy in Tokyo. It still h4d not 
arrived by October. The war ,romors scarc<l 
lier, so she wrote to her father, asking if she 
should return. 

No, he told her. It will blow over. Stay and 
care for your aunt. 

By Dec. l, six days before Pearl Harbor, he 
realized his mistake. He cabled his daughter 
to board the next sllip for the United States. 
/ ' IT WAS TOO LATT!, Japanese ,tuthorities 
refused to let her on hoard without a U.S. 
pas.sport, and the U.S. Embassy refused to 
issue a pnssp'1rt to :Tyor1<~ ot' Asian ancestry. 

After Pearl Harbor, J\'a Togrn·i was classi-
fied an enemy alien :,tl(I nuestioned every few 
days by the Japanebe thought-control police, · 
the Kempcitai. The hara~smcnt betame intol-
t:>r:tb1e for ht:r r,.:!atiws. 1hey asked lier to 
move out. ' 

J7or munths Iva lived on the money she had 
pl:urned to use for her trip home. 

Then, unexpectedly, there was a chance to 
return. 1 he neutral Swiss embassy sponsored 
a repatriation ship for Americans caught in 
Japan, anti oifered her a ticket - for $425. 
Jlnt by that time she was almost penniless. 
There w:1s no way to get the money from her 
parents, w110 were in.prisoned in an Arizona 
detention c:unn for Japanese-Americans. 
t Iler mother ciied there.) Tiie repatriation 
ship sailed without h'a Toguri. 

BAllELY able to speak Japanese, she 
supported herself with part-time typing jobs 
that required knowledge of English. One ',1:as 
with the Danish embassy, and one wns with 
Radio Tokyo. 
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A number of U.S. and Austhi.lian prisoners 
of war were assigned to Radio Tokyo, in-
cluding t,;,;o who were ordered to prepare an 
Er:glish-language program that would lower 
G[ mci-a!e. 

The two, ~.faJ Charles Couser:s of Australi1 
ar:d Capt. Wallace Ince of the Cnited States, 
put together a music-and-chatter s)lo·,v called 
"Zero Hour." Their goal, they said later, was 
to sabotage Japanese propaganda efforts by 
producing scripts so innocuous -· or so ridi-
culous - that Gis would laugh instead of wor-
ry. 

As their disk jockey, they wanted someone 
they could trust: The young clerk-typist .-ho 
often smuggled food, medicine and -blankets 
into their POW camp.:_ J\·,_, Toguri. 

AT HER TRIAI, Cot.se:1s-testifbj that his 
Japa:1e3e boS.St:S agree<l to 'assign her to the 
sho·.r, bm she prote_ste<l. Cousens said he as-
sured h<"r that he ar:.:1 Capt. Ince would ·write 
scripts th:c:t \ro:;lrl 'not dar1°,;c C.S. troo;;s, 
and sl _ fit,a1ly agr ,c- 1. 

On No-:. 1.3, 19-J3, I·.-a read her first FOW-
written script. She iptroduced htrself as "Or-
phan Am," after the comic strip character 
"Little Orphan Anr:ie." 

_It warn't until the v:ar's end that she 
learned CS. troops had their O'Wn nickname 
for her and other English-speaking women 
they heard on Japanese radio stations: Tokyo 
Rose. 

In all, there were 13 other Tol0;o Roses -
six Japanese-Americans, -one caucasian 
American, one Japar.ese-Canadian, one Japa-
nesf-Briton, two native Japanese and t,;rn Eu-
rope'"'1 ,. Sev~r2-l or ti1e1c. h2-d their own 
sl.o ,~, a 0 ·! otre,: fiJie ,_! hf,: ;:- I•;a c:~ her Zero 
Ho•-•r pro6r:1m 1,, ren she: didn't s:!o,; up. 
(Records p.o.:iuced at he, trL1! sh,TN she !·e-
fLsed to worli on Su;:davs ar.d l:.S. holid,• ;s, 
2.1:d took frequent sick l;av..,s.) • 

Sc,era! mor.ths before the war er.c2<l Iva 
m;,_r6tn Felipe, d' Aquino, a Linotype op::r-
a to;- end Portuguese citizen or J ap : n• 5•.: 
de-cert. 

WHETHER OR NOT the POWs and I..-a To-
g-.:ri Sl.!Cces.sfully undermir,e,J the propaga:ida 
efforts orc'.e:ed by their Japa,,e3e bosses i5 
delptahL:. At her tri'11, stlme ex-ser.-:c~!'..: en 
t::sririe,j that she caused &.em gre~t an:iety 
- and some said she was a hann!Pss jo'.:e. 
Sh-:: m:'.!:,,t:1 :::ed that the most dama:;:nJ To:,-
yo RcJ: Lr.r.1ents were broadcast by h-::r 

T 1 ~, r v: 1:,.· her. 

--
Iva Toguri, knOITn as Tokyo Rose, sits be-
hind bars in a Yokohama jail in 19--l;; dur- . 
ing A U.S. Army investigatlon. 

By rhe t:me the wu ended, Tokyo Rose 
ranked just below Emperor Hirohi'O ~1d 
Prime :Minis•er Tojo as the best-known :' . ·1-
ne~e nan,~ i:1 th, United States. War c re-
spondents ,,-i- o entered To:.:yo with l'.S. troops 
n,.ce<l to finJ her. . 

They turned up several Roses, and their 
stories appeared in U.S. newspapers early in 
September, 19-15. But the Rose who got the 
most publicity was Iva Toguri. Reporters 
rhap~odized o\-er her "inky black hair in two 
long brai_ds," her "throaty laugh," he.r "a:-
tractiYc ,,,-hi, _, sill;: lih;u:;e" and he:- "ne:it ta:1-
and- ,, hlte 5:trMle s!;oes ... 

Ste con~:dtred heLsc''.f sometl:ing of a he-
roine for undercutting Japane~e propaganda 
efforts and for sneaking supplies to the PO\V 
camp. Sha tall;ed freely during her inter-
views, and even signed her name and "Tokyo 
Rose" on Japanese ::,;en notes as souvenirs for 
Gis. 

Later, those a:itograrhs were produced by 
prosecutor~ at her trial as evidence she 

\ 

flaunted 1:e:- Rose role. 

THE PUBLICITY had impact. Several 
weeks after tht interde·,vs Iva was arre~ted 
by l'.S. military authorities, the only one of 
the To;,.·yo Roses who was imprisoned. After 
an im·esti;:;:ition by the Army and the FB r 
that dragged on for a year, the Justice Dept. 
concluded there was insufficient evidence to 
brin6 charJes. She ·.vas released in 'October, 
1946. 

Her story might ha,.-e ended quietly with 
tha' rele:..se if she harJ been willirg to stay in 
Japan. But she tried again to secure a pass-
port and return to the United States. 

She had a special reason: She was preg-
nant, and she wanted her baby to be a U.S. 
citizen. She pla,med to go to Chicago, ~·here 
her fat1•2r and brotht:r had Oj..>€ned a gift 
shop. 

But Walter Winchell found out that Tokyo 
Rose wanted to come home, and launched a 
vicious campaign on his radio show against 
the return of "the notorious traitor." U.S. of-
ficials refused to issue her a passport. 

In January, 19-lS, her baby was born decid. 

:'llO~THS LATER, after heaYy pressure 
from Winchell, FBI Din,c-or J. Edgar R 0owr 
and se,-eral veterans grrnps, Atty. Gen Tom 
Clark ordered her arrest. She ·was bro ght to 
Sa::i Francisco and indicted for eight acts of 
treason. 

There never was a questio.:1 of indicting the 
other Tokyo Roses. Iva Toguri v.as the orJy 
one who had refused to renounce her citizen-
ship - ar:d cnl:,r citizens can be charged with 
treason. 

Her trial in the summer of 19.;9 was 1:ardly 
a credit to U.S. justice: 
• There was no defense· fund, no campaign 
to help her. E\·en civil liberties groi.:;s and 
J apanese-A .. 'nericn org~,nizat:ons c.·er•3 afraid 
of the backl:;.sh if they offered s,_:ppo;t. Her 
t-.vo San Francisco atwrm,:- s worted for no 
fee. (TI1ey are both dead. Euc tcd .. y the son of 
one of them, Wayne Collins Jr., 31, is pre-
paring documents for her pardon req;_;est.) 
• Prosecutors successfully chal'.,. r. ged each 
prospective juror who was blacl.; er Ori•"r,t,,1. 
• Deiense v;itnt.:sses testif~cd th"' t tt-.. y -;rer~ 
threatened and intimiG:i.ter! by go·;en: :ne:1t of-
ficials. 
• The two princip::il wiu~esses t,J hi::- "c:·ea-
~on·• were t',,;o of her Jap::rnese s:.1p,;:iors at 
Radio To\vo. Both were Am•~rican-born, and 
both re1:ou";,ced their CS. citizenship afcer go-
i.n6 to Japan in the 19.'.:0s. The wife of on.'! of 
them was anorher of the To~yo Roses. 
• One of her two principal defense •,1,irnesses 
(and former scriptwriters), Charles Cousens, 
had been acquitted of treason char6-:s in Aus-

a 0 
r 
0 

tr:;.lia. He paid his o·::n v.-ay to S:.1 Frardsco 
to Cestify for her. The other, \1 all :ic~ Ir,ce, 
had been promoted to major by the U.S. 
Army aftef the war and today li'ves in retire-
ment in California. 

AFTER FOUR DAYS of deliberations and 
seyeral fruitless pleas to the judge that they 
were deadlocked, the jury fina11y accepted 
one of the eight charges agai:lst her: That she 
read the "orphans of the Pacific" statement. 

Ironically, this statem-ent also was offer~d 
by Cousens and Ince as proof that they sabo-
taged the propaganda. It was bro8dcast soon 
after the Ba~tle of Leyte, perh,'ps th-~ 6re:;test 
C.S. :Kami ,•ictory in bistor:,. \"irtua ly foe 
whole Japaa-2se fleet was destroyed. After 
Leyte, it is urJikely that Toh·yo Rose could 
have scared U.S. sailors into thinking they 
were "orphans·• ·without ships. 

Iva Toguri went to federal prison, was de-
nied parole and served more than six years. 
Her $10,000 fine was extracted from her fa. 
ther's and brother's estates wten they died. 

After she was rele,1s2d in 1S~, the govern-
ment tried to depvrt her. B1:t v. here d0 \ oll 
ship a r,ati\e-bom Americar? The case .... as 
·dropped. 

, ffA TOGURI has not seen her husband 
since the d'.ly her trial ended and his U.S. visa 
expired. His attempts to g~t another visa 
were rejected repeatedly. She cannot visit 
him in Japan, becaus::: he'" rre:ison corl'.'ictio:1 
left her a stateless person, stripped of ci ti,en-
ship. She can't get a passport. 
_ Soon after she settled in a :?\lid Konh siJe 

flat and took O\·er the family b11Sin2ss, the 
hatt riail and the threats be;5an. Iva Toguri 
rerreatec! behind the curtain or her work-
roc1. ~. 

Tcd:iy, she w;Jl r:ot con:ment on the at-
tempts to win a p,1rdon. She has told leaders 
of the Japanese A .. merica:1 Ciiizens League 
that if gett:!1g the pardon mt.J.ns public ex-
posure a::d n:ore torture, sh,~ b 1:01. ~ure sht.: 
can tate ic. 

"'\\1late0• er hJppens to n; ~, Ar.1c-rica is my 
home," she said rec,-·mly. "It -will ab a:, s l::e 
my home. I love this coLmtry. That is all I can 
say. Pleas'3 - un,Lrstc:nd, and leave me in 
pea~e." 

One of the Gfs in the- South Pacific ,{·ho 
Iisten2d to Radio To/~yo's Zero Hour was 
Jolin Justin Smith, DG.i1y Ne,rs tra,·el editor. 
This is his recollection of the voice - or 
roices - he knew as Tohyo Rose: 

It is safe _to say that Americans v.ho heard 
her pro;:,,rams enjoyed them. Most of the time 
s~e played dance music - Glenn Miller, Kay 
Kyser and all those guys. It was tho only 
place we could hear music from home. 

Her music \1as su,-\pOscd to ruin o._.r rr,orale 
by maki;,g us b1mecicL We ,-,ere so damned 
sick for ho,re it n'aGe rio cEffers2nc~. 

Ber.;-een records, Rose would mal-:c com• 
ments, and sometin,es they were based on 
very good intelligence. She would say, for ex-
ample, something like this: "AH right, all you 
boys :in the 41st Division, so you're sitting 
arol'r:d Finschl10.fen down there in New 
Guinea. Well, you won't be sitting long. 
- "In a couple uf days you're going to be put 

aboard ships and taken to Hollandia. Well, it 
I11e ships aren't sunk by our bombs, you may 
be sure that the soldiers of Japan will be 
waitirg for yo:r. So Mjoy the music ,~hile Jou 
can." 

By go11y, shl; \\US u<:· ... ·llt~ ri--=tt a1-~Jut our 
mo\-e:11e1;: s. 

ONCE, I RECALI, she nd-:re., ,ed hemilf to 
the peopie in my platcon ru:d called us 
"butchers." She identified us by saying which 
area we were in and describing our head-
dreas. We chose to ·,;ear baseb,;JJ caps Instead 
of helmets. 

I don't remember exactly what she said, 
but it was to the effect that we were paid 
killers and someday we might have to ac• 
cour:t for all the killirg. 

\Vr.; ·were terribly prone!, a.; I rerneLtb.-.. :. Vi"e 
be:::::w;e J.:.I1o'rn :1.s the -Hsc m .-ision l; llkli•~r:;. 
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Hoi» 6D ' 1lOSe 

myth began 
By Jerry Carroll 
and Keith Powf)r 
JAPA:\' HAD surrendered, an on th"t 

smok8-fi11ed day at the end of August, 
H,~5, waves of American aircraft lande-d 
at Atsugi air baoe near Tokyo. On board 
were two of the mc 0t flamboyar.t war 
correspon,~ :i1ts of th<:> tirre. 

Tall, handsome Clark Lee of the old 
International ;-;e .·;s Service r.,d his bor-n 
companion, Harry Bru11didge of Cosrc.o-
politan magazine, were in on ore of the 
biggest journalistic stampe es of the 
century - the hu.,t for Toyko Rose. 

Rattling through the blackened ruins 
of tbe city in an ancient Plymouth, the 
~o correspondents arrived at the shut-
tered headquarters of Radio Tokyo, then 
puohed on to the Imperial Hotel where a 
Japanese confederate awaited them with 
a stunning disappointment. 

JAPAXESE NEWS:.IAN Leslie Nakaji-
ma, hired for a $500 fee [that was never 
paid] to help in the hunt, said his Lr1qu'r-
ies satisfied him that "nob-::dy u.se.:l t11at 
name. They used some girls, but nobod 
n.s.:ned Tokyo Rose." 

"Nobody's named Toh-yo RoS<::. We 
Contim,d on page 3, col. 4 

Reporters Jerry Carro!! and Keith 
Pcu:<1r pieced together "the Tokyo Ros,1 
m:;th" for a series in their newspape-r, 
tile San Francisco Chronicle. 

r- C4ICA<";O 

' ,j 
',;;,. h,e~ ~...z..t,i - ~-• .... ,/..,;,;,w,;::~ - <t-,;.;_:4 -~,;',J;.-;,#/~_;:J ,:z,,2:~;~:;;{ • ,J 

Phots by Ari St.av, Pec,1e Weekly -cTime In~ 

Iva Toguri D'Aqufno at work In her family's Clark Street shop last year. 

,A 'reward 
1in heaven' -

Contin••ed from 1st Tempo page 
tau n t-e d American seamen after the 
Battle of Leyte Gu!f, tile greatest naval 
battle of the wc.r, a fight which dev-
astated_ the Japanese fleet. 

She broadcast: "Orphans of the Pa-
cific, you are really orphans now. How 
will you get home now that all your ships 
are sunk?" 

Her frtend, Rex Gunn, of Reno, Nev:, 
and a Pearl Harbor veteran, commer1t-
ed, "It was ,:i obviously a jcke." 

Jury foreman John Ma~:i of Oakland, 
Cal., claims he and other juro1s were 
shocked when l\Irs. D'Aquir.o was sen-
renced to 10 years in prison and fined 
$10,000. They "instantly regretted" their 
compromise, he said afterward. 

T\VEXTY YEARS ago last month, 
:Mrs. D'Aqui.no was released from Alder-
son [W. Va.] Federal Prison after serv-
ing 6% years of her sentence. 

"I have no future," she said. "I am 
going int-0 d,arkness." 

She and her lawyers foug!it deporta-
tion proceeding3, a!".<l she we:1t home to 

Her brother had died, lea\·i.n,g 
her elderly father, Jun, to provide for 
the young widow and children. Her moth-
er had died tragically durir.g World \Yat· 
II. Iva would help run the tiny but grow-
ing grocery an::! impGrt shop in the 1100 
block of Clark Street. 

She cou1.d not return to Japan to be 
with her husband. A stateless person 
[she still isJ, she co-uld not get a pass-
port. Felipe D'Aquino "has been pre-
vented by Ame-rican authorities from 
ever coming here," her lawyer, Wayne 
Collins, son of the initial attorr.ey, 
claims. 

FRIE;-.;DS DJFFER on whether :Ur. 
a...'1d Mrs. D' Aquino communicate with 
one anvther today. One said, "I think 
she wanted him to build a new life." 
Both, .however, are Catholics, and re-
portedly have never divorced. 

Since her father's dea:h in 1972, :'.\Irs. 
D' Aquino has operated the family's J. 
Toguri '.\Iercantile Co. at two locati-ons. 
It mostly e/'fl.ploys the nephews, two of 

whom are veterans of the Viet Kam. 
pericu, ar.d teen-age nieces. 

Her personal life is shadowy. She re-
fu.st:-s most requests for interviews; ones 
she does give, s-he cuts short . 

In a rare phone conversation with this 
reporter recently, she saiid she never 
wanted to see her name in print again. 

"I don't care for myself, bL,t my fami-
ly," she said. "These re1atives who are 
left also have bee11 hurt by this. My 
nie.:::-es, they were unborn, mus.t they 
suffer? 

"Besides, who _would believe?" she 
asked. "There is supp:ised to 1::e ji;_,tice 
in this world, but e\"en when my sto.ry is 
told right, there are still those who think 
I sta1:-~ed the war. You wouldn't be ieve 
the caliber of pe-0p'e who attack me-. 
I've h2d salt poured in my wcur: -. 

"SO l'-0\V THERE are some who 
would come to my defense," she edded. 
"It bas been so long. There is an old 
Japanese saying, 'Rumor dies out after 
75 days.' But this, this will take 75 
years. I can't wait that long. 

"I'll get my reward in hi:aven. Wl:at I 
did is bE>t\,e-en me and God. Here on 
earth, I'll ju.st have to live w:th the 
rest." 

Gtum tried to expiain, "She's been 
disapp:iinted so many times. She's 

• afraid to hope." 
Last month, the 30,0C0-member Japa-

nese-American Citizer,s League, whl:::-h is 
le-a<li~.g a nationwide campaign for a 
pardon for ::\lrs. D' Aquino, offered her 
"a belated apo1ogy" for being "helpless 
to do anything ... tn hostile, postw3.!" 
America." 

Iva's father, Jun Toguri, 
was t h e re when she 
went off to prison in 
1949. And he would be 
waiting when she was 
freed in 1956, to return 
to his home and family 
store in Chicago.,.,. Jun 
Toguri died in 1972. 

SHE HESITATED TO acknowledge 
the apology, Gunn says, but met with the 
group in San Francisco. The chairman, 
Clifford Uyeda, 60, a retired Sa.~ Fran-
cisco pediatrician, says she "fears the 
publicity. Always b€fore she could just 
not open the mail, but now she fears the 
violent turn the crazies have taken. She 
told me, 'If I were. alone, I wouldn't_ 
care. But what if some.one throws a 
bomb in my shop? I have all my family 
and the people who wcrk for me to woir-
ry abcut." 

Mrs. D' Aquino's 3(}.yea,r-:ild San Fran-
cisco attornay, Collins, ·who inhe~ited the 
case at the dec.'.h cf his fatter in 1974, 
ha,3 kn,>Wn her a}! his Lfe. "She is a 
patrioEc American," he mid. "It's 
amaz~'1g to me, but "it's true, t at after 
everything that has harmened to her 
her love of this country {s' unabated." ' 

For that reason, he hope.; l:e can con-
vince her to sign a request for a Presi-
dential pardon. 

'I'WO WEEKS AGO, the San Francisco 
Chrnnicle, in the city of '.\I.rs. D'Aqui..•10·s 
trial, ran an editorial reco1.;r.ting the 
,vrongs dor.e ka Toguri D'Aquino and 
a.greed wlU1 Colb,s ar.d the Japanese-
Ame:-ican Citizens Lea-~-.:e: 

"In the ligl:t cf tl:e facts of this sorry 
C'a~e, Presidrnt Ford shculd grant l::er a 
pardon. She will b€ 60 years old on the 
4th of July." 

The pard:m would te a great Bicen... 
tennlal gift, SUi5'.5ests Gunn. 

"She really is a 'Yankee D-'Jcd!e Da,n,. 
dy,' all right. 'Born on the 4th of July.' 
When she was a little girl, her family 

. always made a re.ally big deal out of 
that. It is one of those tJ,Jn6s she is 
pmud of." 
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CHICAGO T!.3,IBUNE ,-.--.....c ...... -

APP~eto 
Iva lkuko Toguri D'Aquino, as she appeared in 
1949, shortly before she became the first Amer-
ican woman convicted of treason. 

Was Tokyo 
Rose ally 
or enemy? 
Twenr;-seven years ago, Iva Toguri D'Aquino 

•1,::1s corvicted of treason for broadcasting 
fJ'CJQ6 Jane a 'a Amar:can fighting men .. She has 
2,1·,,a,:; r2,ir:::: ·:-:1 her innocence. This first of 
th".:-:- c.t: .:'::,:·,:..:"es her case. 

By Linda Witt 
First of three farts 

'THE GIFT SHOP in Chicago's North Sitle J;;.,, 'l• 
nese ndghborhocd becomes busy and its twy pro-
prietress, a gra:,ing woman in a kimono-style .:pron, 
scurries out to help the nieces and nephews w alt on 
customers. 

She is friendly but businesslike, until-as o~n 
ha;:i,·-=r,s-.somevr.e approaches v,ith a ye!'c•.- ad 
ne\·,::paper clipp:.t!g in hc .. ~:-J ~-..t. t~ G'-' s}e 
dre,v]:;, Tt:en, h':'r eyes l'lm' fn.,_;; - 0 d l!_';(l f:. ... '3 
seeks her ofEice hidL.:way ag~;n. O.,' of l~r bu::-1y 
Viet Nam-veteran r phews steps in to sbo-.v tha 
delicate lacquerware or rice steamers as if n-cthing 
untoward has happened. 

The question ;\-frs. Iva Toguri D' Aquino's customers 
wa!lt to ask is: "Are you Tokyo Rose?" 

Yes, sre is the woman tried and convided on oM 
count of treason i:1 19-19 for "speaking into a micro-
phone concerning loss of ships"-although there had 
been no record, tape, or tra'1script of her alleged 
statements. Yes, in a way she is Tokyo Rose, the 
first Amer;can woman ever convicted of treason. 

YES, SHE IS the same woman whose trial in 1919 
excited the same sort of national interest as that of 
Patricia Hearst. Yes, she is the Nisei imprisoned 
for being the sexy siren who taunted Americn 
fighting men on Radio Tokyo bro3dcas:S. But st3 
was as unlikely a candidate for that role as a news-
pap~r heires3 b-2::ominz a reYolutio!larj, 

Today, her distindive gravelly voiet! is so uns~ 
ductive that many of the curious World War Il 
veterans v;ho see!, her out never mention the reason 
they came and end up buying a kimono or paper 
lanter:i and go en their way. One Chicago ex-sub-
mariner commented: "He 11, we used to enjoy listen-
ing ta her. Sre ne.rer lowered our morale. I'd IL!.e to 
go to cour~ and te,tify that what she said nerer hurt 
uc;:o.'' 

Iva D'Aquino maintained at her trial [and still 
ma:i1,2.in;: tha~ she \i as not a traitor bL:t a loyal 
Amer1~an. And three former POWs have testified 
she was part of their team effort for the Allies 
to water down the impact of Radio Tokyo propagan-
da by calling her GI listeners "bonorabk bone-
heads"-thus mocking the Japanese enemy-and 
leading off her broadcasts with such statements as 
"Here's a blow to your morale-the Boston Pops." 

REX Gl':>.~ of R.,n,,, :'.ev., ex-war corresp,::ndcct 
and hrr·er As;ociated Pre,;., racli,) buTe;iu cbie!, 
who becan:..e !:er friec , tell~ of bccari1g "R:.·e" • 
Saipan: "She was a cc'!lpiete l.'.im 00n of t:i~ 0, :~ :-
ta! sed:.1-ctre:; 0

• She would say 'Beware. this is vi-
cious propag2.nda. I'm going to sn"a-: up en you Gis 
with my nail .'ile .?nd rnc1r er a whole battalion." 

Af~er she ;-;:cs com·icted, in San Francisco, on 
only one ~riur.t rf eight indictments against her, jury 
fore:r::m Jch::: :.\Iann apologized as the jury was 
p,..ll~c. 

''Time a'ter time, they told the j ·dge ttey cou!dn't 
C'nlf' 'o a v2rdict," Wayne Collins, Mrs. D'Aqulr.o's 
attorney, says. "The foreman apologized and told 
her: 'Vie were exhausted. We couldn't hold ot.i.'" 

:'II..\:\'.:-., 75 ,\:\1) retired, was located by tl:e San 
Francisco Chronicle this month, living in a s-..:buro 

. of &:..'1 Francisco. He admitted he "si:-0uld have had 
a little bit more guts and stuck with his acqulttal 
vote·• 

!\ow the 30,COO-memc.:?r Japanese-.\:.:1;?ncan C!t!-
zer s L,':? ;ue r -; ask(?{} Presid2nt Ford to p.2:d, n Iva 
Tor;·.~i D':\qu • ,. 5_9, to wipe out he_r tr,-2<1s'.ln Cu,l\':C· 
t1cn. I :-,e ,;:0\..i,..J p-Jmt.s o~i, ''Therl.! good reason to 
b,;::~'-e s!":e ·,r.23 .J r"crJi~e Vrh~ ac!i·:1=ly ~A'1d ccr~$-

TN as Tokyo Rose enemy 
Continued from 1st Tempo page 
ently told her Jap,mese captors that they 
would lose the war, that she resisted extreme 
pressi.:.e to b€corne a Japanese citizen, that 
she used her j::b on Japanese radio to water 
do·;n anti-Ame~ican propaganda." 

Early this month, the Wall Street Journal 
revie ·ed "the case of 'Tokyo Rose' " and 
obserYe , "The tria!, charging her with eight 
overt acts of trec,,on, opened in July, 1949, 
lasted alDost 13 weeks, totalled almost one 
milli,Jn \\o_·ds, cost some $750,000 and in-
voh·ed 71 witnesses plus depositions from HI 
witne~ses in Japan. It was the longest treason 
trial in U. S. history, and it was hardly a 
proceeding of which the U. S. can be proud." 

THE SAN FRAi'11CISC0 Chronicle, after an 
extensive recent investigation, concluded in 
an editorial that the case showed "the pro-
ceedings were marred by bribery, govern-

' ment obstruction, unscrupulous journalism, 
missing evidence ["lost tapes" and tran-
scripts 1 mistaken identity, witness intimida-
tion, violation of constitutional safeguards, 
and raci~-- .'' 

"Ther_ i~ no court in the land w!-.Ich woLld 
even he3c the case today," insis,s attorney 
Coi!ins, who inherited the case from his fa-
ther, who died in 1974 . . "But you have to 
reccll the climate of hysteria wich existed 
after the war hete on the West Coast ... A 
lot of it was racial hysteria aimed at Japa-
nese-Americans who ..-.;;re coming back home 
from reloc.ition cam;; . She was simply the 
victim of that hysteria." 

He also claims she was the victim of "po-
litical vengeance." Americans were begin-

' 

ning the search for "Who lost China?"; the ' 
Cold War and l\IcCarthyism had begun, and 
the "Axis Sally" case started almost simulta-
neously. 

THE JVNIOR Collins, who was born just 
a·s \Vorld War II '\Vas ending, believes "wit11-
out any question, Iva should be pardoned 
and compensated by Congress." 

:Mrs. D'Aquino served 6;2 years of a 10-
year sentence at a federal women's prison in 
West VirgirJa. She also was fined $10,00-0, 
and in 1968 had to borrow money to meet the 
obligation when the government seized her 
two life insurance policies , amounting to 
$4,745, in partial payment. 

A person may apply for a presidential 
pardon every sLx years, and l\Irs. D'Aquino 
has applied twice-reluctantly, always at the 
urging of her attorney. Those requests have 
been ignored by a succession of U. S. Presi-
dents. Ironically, her last appeal in 1968 ran 
out in mid-1974, as a new President was grant-
ing the m J3t controversial presidential par-
don ever; and :\Ir.,, D' AquL'lo is too proud to 
perso:1ally try again. 

THE LO.\'G ]'l;IGHT:\L\RE for the \,oniaa 
w!:o was to become known as To:.yo Ro~e 
began July, 15, 19-U, 10 days after her 25th 
birthday. She was a recent bar.ors graduate 
from tte University of California at Los An-
geles, a zoologist who hoped to become a 
doctor. But her mother's sister bad become 
ill in Japan 2nd she was dispatched to repre-
sent the family. 

She had only a certificate of identification 
from the U. S. Department of State. There 
bad been no time to arrange a passport. The 

or ally? 
certificate authorized a 60-day stay. ,Yben 
her aurt began to recover, Mrs. D' Aqu'rci 
anoliEd for he:- U. S. passport to return, but 
ias turned down. The U. S. government said 
her i:!entity parers were not in order and 
her citizenship was in doubt. 

Her application was forwarded to Washing-
ton. She phoned her father for instructions, 
and he told her not to worry. Then, on Dec. 
1, he sent her an urgent cable telling her to 
book passage on a Japanese ship leaving the 
following day. 

I 
Bl'T HER GOVER:\'1IE~T still would not 

claim her; and by the time it did, the war 
was on and she had no money and no way to 
communicate her needs to her family or the 
fact that she was even still alive. 

And her family had no way to irlor~, he: 
of their ow11 worsening situation. Even'.Llly, 
without her knowledge, her frail mother died 
- in a horse stall at the fairgrom1' s in Tu-
lare, Cal., while the family was being relo-
cated to a concentration camp in Gila Rirer, 
Ariz. 

·:i T:·ky:. mea:rnhile, Iva Toguri, a plai'l, 
sens:t.i\ 2 young woman who hc:rl been reared 
amcng Caucasians and who spoke hardly a•1y 
J apanese, was on her own. Once she wan-
dered the streets until she collapsed. Dr. K. 
W. Amam, the .Japanese doctor who treated 
her for malnJtrition and beri beri, was to 
te 0 ,ify later in a dep'Jsition that the r.early 
dead woman had assured him Lfie Jap~•11~~i! 
would be defeated. She was "entirely ru:J 
definitely American," he said. 

Tomorrow: Iva Toguri finds a job end ro• 
mance in wartime Tok110. 
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CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Iva Togurl D'Aquino was only 25 
vcars old when she was trapped in 
.Japan by war while visiting a sick 
aunt. Today, at 59, she still denies· 
1ha1 this turn of events transformed 
Iler into Tolwo Rose. This second of 
tl11ce articles reviews her case. 

By Linda Witt 
Secorut of three parts. 
f\'A TOGUUI D'Aquino may well re-

member Pe-arl Harbor more vividly 
than mnny of her generation. She wns a 
\'is•tor in Japan when the country at-
t.:d,ed !lw United Slates fleet on D.:c. 7, 
1 \q 1. '!11ough she was with relativ<;s, it 
11k1•nl tlwt she, an Americ~ citii:en, 
\\'":, l,r•hind enemy lines. 

••ft was early in the morning," she 
hm, ree::il1ed since, "and the family was 
running around screaming. I didn't 
I.now ,drnt was going on .. A cou.sin finnl• 
ly rot tile meaning together for me. I 
cvuld not believe it." 

ENGLISH-speaking woman was 
irnmediately put under surveillance by 
t lie Japanese "thought police," the 
1,ampei Tai. An uncle was a pacifist, 
, 11d "Uiat meant two subversives in one 
house," she said. 

Thus, Iva Toguri, who wns si ill single, 
lrft the home, sparing its members from 
fu1 thrr grief for harboring a "huryo." 
!kr bc.-nrfodor, Rex Gunn, a communi-
cation:, con,;;ultnnt residing in Heno, 
:~ev., trunsl,ited lhe word: "'Huryo' is 
what 1.he neighborhood kids would 
:,,-·1\•.im at her; 1t meant traitor. \Vcll, it 
11w,mt t !iat and a f0w other thiugs." 

TllE NEXT FEW years of Iva's life 
•~'f'I•, not to be easy. The Kampe· Tai 
wvuld harass her, sometimes dragging 
lwr out of bed aL 3 a. rn. for interroga-
tion. :she would be asked repeatedly lo 
renounce her American citizenship; she 
would refuse. She would be denied food 
stamps. She knew extreme hunger. 

Eventually, she learned enough Japa• 
11cse to get a job ns a bilingual typist 
\I 1th the Domei News Agency. "'l'lwre 
,v:is very little I could do," she ex-
plained. Nevertheless, she insists, she 
never buckled under to the influences of 
her coworkers at Domei1 in fact, she 
says, they often complained about her . 
Jll'll•A111erican statements and forced her ' 
10 resign when she became gleeful over 
!he discovery that the Japanese were 
·'(·ow1I ing ships they said U1ey'd already 
:,unk." 

THE INCIDENT, according to Gunn, 
occurred after the battle ot Midway 
,, hrn the tide of the war in the Pacific 
turned ngainst tJ1e Japanese. "Iva 'fogu-
ri was reading the ,Japanese propagunda 
.i11d rp;iJ;zcd, she claims, 'Jt didn't add 
llJ) • • ,' ,, 

IL wasn't until the winter of 1943, how-
ev1::r, that Iva Toguri was to make the 
connection that was literally to mar her 
en! ire life. She went lo work for the 
D;1111sh legation as a clerk-typist, but 
1,ome months later she also took a part-
time secretarial job at Radio Tokyo. 
Soon, :;he was persuaded to become :\ 
disk jockey, communicating wilh tlw 
fighting men in the South Pacific. 

1'0 THE Gls WHO listened to Radio 
Tokyo, she was jw,t another of the l'wo 
dozen or so Tokyo Roses, only she 
callt•d herself "Orphan Ann." Gunn, one 
or th~ Pearl Harbor veterans who used 
!11 11~,!en to her, remembers she was 
d1ffr·rent from the others from the start. 

Commented Gunn: "She obviously was 
khtrli11rr the role of propaganda siren. 
:i!w w.1s a total lampoon. Her voice-
wt"I, the Australian POW who recruited 
!,er fr,r the hroadctists described it as a 
•11,Ykt.aw.' It wasn·t dulcet and honey-

··else; He was under the same police sur-, 

Rrturi1, to f reeclom,, • . veillence as nie, and when I inet him, it· 
was the first time [in the two years. of 
the war) I was able to express myself· 
without fears about being turned in." • • 

. T I 7 I , '- ivo m,en w,1,0 influenced her l.if e 
r' -~-~.,..~~MO\_-W b '<<!f-~~~~'~!._I!!, ~~.11,•tr,~•~;yt\<•t:~•f~ 

Iva Toguri D'Aquino shortly 
after leaving prison in 1956. 

toned or any of that stuff. 

"SIIl~ MOCKED TIIE Japanese; her 
scripts were patterned on the old 1930s 
rodio comedy team, Frank and Archie 
Walnnabe. They were sort of rustic, a 
Japanese Amos •~1• Andy. 'Please to 
sing, honorable boneheads,' she'd say, 
.-md she'd sign off, "fhis is your number 
one enemy, Little Orphan Ann.' " 

Films from that era show a sweet-
faced young woman, wearing pigtails 
and a sr 1oolgirl's dark skirts and white 
blouses, not the Oriental seductress • 
bored Gis wanted to imacin<.'. Orphan 
Ann pbyed good music: the best jazz 
nnu nwr! i.il music because, as she later 
said, i·he hoped it "would stir my 
team." And because she w1:is homesick 
for Los Angeles, she would program 
"StnkC' Up the Band," the fight song of . 
her alma mater, the University of Cali-
lornia nt Los Angeles [ UCLA I. 

STILL, SHE HAD a job; she also had 
a boyfriend. He was a Portugese nation• 
al, Lhe typesetter at Domei who had 
once jumped into a fistfight to protect 
her from cm·aged fellow employes. His 
nurne was Felipe D'Aquino. They met 
and fell in love in 1942. She would ac-
cept hi5 faith, Catholicism, and they 
would marry in April, l!J45. 

I 

"The thing that drew to 'Phil' was 
that he was so anti-Japanese," she has 
said. "He really hated their guts. When 
we'd receive a communique about an 
Allied • victory, we reacted the same 
\vay. J couldn't share my joy with any-
one [before!. I couldn't trust anyone 

' ' Tim ZERO :no UR over Ratllo iTokv-~. · 
on which Iva • "starred," was opei·atect' 
by POWs from Bunke prison camr,. Maj.· .. 
Ch::irles E. Cousens, a tall, moustached •· • 
San<lhurst-educated man from Sydney, 
Austrnila, was in charge. 

Cousens later said he told Iva, from 
the first, "This is a straight-out enter-
ta i.nment program. I've written it; I 
know what I'm c!olng. Look· on yourself 

• as a soldier under my orders. Don't try 
t.-0 do anything yourse.JI. You will do ' 
nothing you don't want to do. I personal-
ly guarantee it." 

• COUSENS TESTIFIED to tltis at her 
trial in San Francisco and also related 
how Iva had smuggled food ,and blan-
kets to POWs. Maj. W~Hace Ince, who, 
as part of Gen. Douglas MacArthur's. 
staff had been Corregic!or's "Voice of 
F'rcedom," and Lt. Norman. Reyes, of 
the Philippine Army, Ince's . assistant, · 
spoke in Iva's behal.f as well. 

It, also was pointed out the trial 
that' none of the POWs who had partici-
pated in Radio •rlolcyo under threat of 
death were charged with treason; after 
the war, all but one were promoted and 
given back pay. 

"TIIF; MAIN DREAM for all of us 
was that. the war wou!d soon be over," 
Mrs. D'Aquino said. 

She ' told friend Gtmn, "I sometimes 
had nothing but water for two or three 
days. I was so skinny then I looked like 
a 13-year-old. I would braid. my hair Jike 
a high school girl and sneak lnt.-0 the \ 
counLryside to get citrus fruit for the 
POWs ... " • 

I 
She told newscaster BiLl Kurtis in a 

•' •' 

' 

.. ,t .. y~ "- w.~ ·•;.,·. ,,. \-~ 

AP Wlrephotos 

dramatic television interview in 1969, 
she was able "to supplement their diet 
with vitamin pills, whatever was • avail-
able. There was a terrible danger of 
pcllegra and beri beri." 

Mrs. D'Aquino with husband, Filipe (top), in 1946 and 
with her lawyer, Wayne Collins, aiter sentencing in 1949. 

IN 194'!, SHE helned saUsfY another 
hunger-for news u:om home. From a 
Time magazine smuggled into the coun-
try, she and the Allied POWs with 
whom she worked heard for the first 
time the nickname "Tokyo Rose," she 
reported. They all wondered who this 
Mata IIari was. 

"There were many ttuilcoats at Radio 
Tokyo," Wayne M. Collins, Mrs. D'Aqui-
no's hard-working, investigutive attor-
ney, said. "But Iva consistently refused 
to denounce the United Stales. The oth-
ers didn't. And they couldn't be tried for 
treason. She refused because she was 
proud to be an Amcricnn.'' 

women. Officials oharge.d Iva D'Aquino 
with being a war criminal and the noto-
rious Tokyo Rose though others had 
been investigated for pluying that role, 
One 'Radio Tokyo employe "sent them 
over- to me to get them off his back," 
says _Mrs. D' Aquino. 

Trial' records show that two principal 
eyewitnesses against her were Ameri- 1 

can-born citizens at Radio Tokyo who 
became turncoats. The one who fingered 
Tokyo Rose for authorities was said to 
have a wife who had broadcast over 
Radio Tokyo as the "Saturday night 

SUE WAS SO PROUD, a sergeant ma- party girl." • • 
jor in the Kampei 'Tai· swore in a depo- 1 
sition for her !Jrial in 1943, that his threats MTIS. D'AQUINO I1nd some imprcs-
had no effect. sive supporters at the time of her ar-

rest, however. They included showmnn 
Mrs. D'Aquino herself noted, "It was Earl Carroll of the Earl Carroll Vani-

very easy to become a citizen of Japan. ties, who had heard of the funny parody 
l could have done that, eve11 after I had of "Tokyo Rose which Allied POWs and 
been in prison, and I wouldn't have been Iva had managed to put over on Japa-
held liable.'' nese propaganda chiefs." He flew to Ja-

Moreover,· she had one othe~ easy pan to meet her. Together, she reported. 
route to a happie'l" lot. Because of her they collaborated on material for a show 
marmage to D' Aquino,. she cou1d have "back home.'' 
become a Portugcse citizen and had According to Gunn, Carroll "told her, 
safe passage to Portugal. 

1 
'Don't worryi I'll talk to tWalterJ Win-

But she· was firm. A friend who has chell [who was crusading in the easel 
spoken with her in the last month says when I get back to New York. He's a 
she often fondly recalls her father's first friend; I can make him understand.' " 
wor<'.s to her after the war as she was on his way to New York with the idea 
carried off a troop ship by Marine for the musi.cal comedy and the expla-
1\l.P.s. "I'm proud of you," he told her. nation for Winchell, Can-oil was killed in 
"You didn't change your stripes." a plane crash jn Mt. Carmel, N. Y. 

• .TUN TOGUlU, the father, nnd the Tomorrow: Home is no longer the 
U. S. government saw two different same for Iva Tognri D'Aqllirw. 

Kari Theisen
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The men--dnd;_ woman~-behind the myth of Tokyo ROse 

~Pardon CHICAGO TRIBUNE 2-25-76 fo~ Tokyo Rose? 

-n-om-e peo le stil think 
at I s---a:rted t e ' vvar 

By Linda Witt 
Lc,t of thre!! parts 
T~ LEGEJ\'"DARY seductre~~tco!~iob;r~~ 

was li~tle ~.ore tban,/ u'!~• States Atty. Jame$ 
dr;; ?" -~.:; C s. So sai_ th release of Iva Togud 
M. c~;ter. in ru,111°Zfer ~prisonment In Japan 
~/U:e :fJ. ~- ~;~e-rnment on chargP.;S of being Tckyo 

Rose. ,,;t with a.t least a dozen 
"She was a oompo,. e e-time disk ~key 

voices," he said of ,;11.i .. ~ma~af cas• propaganda to 
of the "Zero Hour, Wuc. • • 

fi i..t; g men U. S. g.1 :n 'A. : 's •econd arrest· once before 
It was Mrs. D q\l.Ulo d eleas~d · this time h had been held a weezt an r • cli 

s e • • ·an a year and newspaper P-
she had been. in J b that ~he had been on view 
pings ofarth~~1p~! s O~~e she looked up from her 
as a w , • ' f • u s congress-bath to see an audience o curious . . 
men st1ring into her cell. eland no 111 will, 

Yet she said, sl:~ bore her boll;_ t,._ U S when 
J ;,,. red fr., travel ~1)€!"1 w rre · ·. • !,·' .. ~_tr.;t she t. .d h~_ h:.:sb~"• Felif"3, a 

Po...: t -~,e !'1...1t1c)I'.2l, w-e:re lo ha,e a ~.,d. 
UNFORTUNATELY, U. S, Atty. Car.ar'1 nords 

had not kilk-d t.'1e myth of ,Tokyo ~?s~ D' Aquino 
"It wa.. eeny, memy, Ollll~ .~• • 
'd lat.er "And 1 was it. d sar yearn • ..,._., in Ja~an · shortly afterwar ' Sbe was re.arre»~ t- ' 

ber baby was stillborn. 

On Sept. 25, 1948, ·she arriv~ in San Fran~~i~e 
for her trial. She had am~?1c dyse~ e~ . fit 

• and had "lost so much we1gi,t the s . ':.' . en~ 
my waist in Yokohama fit only my h;F . iil .. an 
Francisco." 

A matron reruscd to allow ~r to pin rp the s~, 
[earing she'd co.mm.it suicit-.? ~ith the sa!ety pi.ll. 
MarL,es c.smed ber from th-e sh.:,. 

HE LATE WAY~'"!,,~ Cu11i'ls Sr. and the late ThC1). 
.,_T T , . ""•re ;mon,.,. San Francisco _lawyers 
t.WN: c=:);l "" o 1 D'Aqu.mo We.J who rallied to h.alp, for free. P. rs. - , • 
v'.:rtu~lly pennileS3, . _ 

t1oo had money to pay witn,esses $10 
The prosecu: _ ..,d-tri t-0 the U. S. from 

per day e....vper:,es and rot.nrt l?5 -~- .il testllied 
J~ and elsewhere. Fo y..six ,-,v•"' .•. · 
.,_~ h C llins ar.d Tamba took deposi.10e.s, to agamst ,er. o · 

save money. . d litt' damrJn" Still the pro.s-~ution could . fin_ :e . • . ., 
bout •~1rs D' Aqtino the files mdicate. Collins and 

a -· i • • i. to prove her indictment Wl!.a 
Ta .... ;), . we. 'l ao,. h• ·u.red tes•J.111.<}ny of a !cr-
bas •c!, L'l p.Nt, on th.'~ J ·b h d bc--'a bot:"l..t c,!f m .r P•"'o To':yo emp.o,;.e V>:? :a - "' 
with a rut or c:vthe;, and 11hJ.s,_-y. 

l\fUCll H.\S BEEN written noent ili? l:t:i 
ed The jury couldn't egn,e. Mrs. D qu;r.~ i.a 

pen • har ed on eight cou:.t, of trea~-0n, and C'll 
been c g' too jury voted a gt:i]ty verdict o.n ~t:, 
Sept. 2;.,: 1949_, g. cour·. that Iva Togni D' Aqu;n.o least u.,mag1n •· 

Co •tnue,! en ptige 3, col. 1 

A sensation 
on earth 

Continued from 1st Tempo page 

know that. What we want to know is, 
who broadcast by that name," Lee said. 

Replied Nakajima: "That's what I'm 
telling you: Nobcdy at ~a(1io Tokyo 
said, 'I'm Tokyo Rose.' i\;;oqdy used 
that name." 

"WHO IS THE gal on 'Zero Hour?'" 
Lee asked, referring to Iva Toguri D'A-
quino, who, for a 21-month period begin-
ning in 1943, had hosted a Radio Tokyo 
program of platters and chatter beamed 
at American servicemen. 

The two resou-ceful correspondents 
put their heads togethC'r and a short 
time Jater Ka:{cjima was disI,atched to 
find Iva a!ld off her a deal: In ex-
change for exclusive rights to her story, 
Iva was to be given $3,00-0-a fortune in 
defeated Japan. 

When Iva arrived for the meeting 
with Brundidge and Lee, there was a 
contract waiting for her signature. It 
described her as "the one and original 
'Tokyo Rose' " and, lest there bz any 
doubt, adced "she had no feminine as-
sistants or substitutes." 

THE STRAPPI:'\Q Lee sat down· at his 
portable typewriter and began p:mnding 
out the 15 pages of double-spaced notes 
he was to take d ing the interview, 
beginning with the stuff of fan maga-

• zines ["Jimmy Stewart was my crush"] 
and leading her through the war. Fre-
quently, Iva recall d, Lee asked and 

ans sei cd his ov, :i qt --~tiors. 
A:,cr the inte,rifv,, Lee filed bis 

exclt,si\·e story to Interr.a'.io'1.:il Kews 
Ser.·ice ba.:::._ ho.•ne. ~t beg.:in: "The one 
a'ld only 'Tokyo Rose,' a Los Angeles-
born American of J panese ancestry. is 
'willing to take her medicine.' " The 
quoted expression appears nowhere in 
the notes. 

intelliger.ce headquarters with Lee's 
notes and said, "She's a traitor and 
there's her corfession." Iva was arrested 
the next day and taken to the Btind 
Hotel. 

Released aiter a day, she was rear-
rested a short time late1· on a charge of 
"su.spicion of treason.'' Iva was taken to 
prison where she was to remain for a 
year, denied access to attorneys and 
allowed to see h8r husband for only 20 
minutes a month. 

At the end of the year's time, Ameri-
can occupation authorities decided, on 
the basis of their investigation, that Iva 
had committed no offense punishable by 
military law, according to a hitherto 

• undisclosed document discovered by the 
San Francisco Chronicle in 'the Nation.J 
Archives in Washington. 

THE REPOR'I, dat ed April ii, 1946, 
said that Iva had been strand€d in Ja-
pan, tried vainly to return to the Unite 
States, had to V.-·,rk to survive, joined 
Ra,~io Tokyo, foun-1 her wor;.: ther" "dis-
ta.stefi.Jl,'' but joL-:ed \1ilh Al.lied prison-
ers of war the,e to water do,;n the 
propaganda content of the broadcasts. 

But the myth of the solitary, alluring 
Toyko Rose could not be disposed of so 
easily in a country just emerged from a 
bout of wartime patriotic stereotypes. 

The d,:Fhi':g Lee gave it new life with 

Iva spent a year in jail 
in Japan, allowed only 
one 20-minute visit a 
month with her husband, 
Fe Ii p e. She was re-
leased but a r rest e d 
again in 1948, days af-
ter this last photo of 
t h e m t o g e t h e r was 
taken. 

During the year Lee's book was pub-_ 
lished, Iva, released by the American 
occupation avthorities, was living quiet-
ly in Japan with her husband. She be-
came pregnant and wanted the baby 
born in America. [It was to be still-
born.] She applied to return to the land 
of her birth. 

\Vhen the news of the application was 
leaked, influential radio commentator 
Walter Winchell and other celebrities 
created a storm of controversy which, 
among other things, mon.'.i the Los An-
geles City Council to pa,;s a resolution 
against allowing Iva back into the coun-
try. 

DURJ.\"G·TJ-IE course of this, Winchell 
damned Brundidge and Lee as blunder-
ers who had lost a "cc,nfe.ssion" [Lee's 
notes of the Imperial Hotel interview] 
by Iva. Brundidge, in fact, still had the 
interview notes. • 

Brundidge wrote "my friend John 
Edgar Hoover" a long letter in which he 
offered the "confession" as well as as-
sistance in digging up witnesses· in Ja-
pan. The government accepted the offer 
and sent Brundidge to Tokyo in the . 
company of Ju;;tice Department attor-
ney John R. Hogan. 

Together Brur.didge and Hogan called 
on Iva. The newspaperman said ii she 
signEd the L<>e interview no,es, it would 
improve her chances of gEttirig back to 
the Unted States. The government at-
torney warned that it could lead to trea-
~on charges. 

At the same time, :Srunciidge sent off a 
5,000-word as-told-to acco;.mt to the Co3. 
mopolitan offices in l\·ew York. But the 
next morning a telegram arrived in re-
ply saying the magazine wanted nothing 
to do with an arrange:nent which paid 
mor:ey to a traitor. 

Stung, Bnmdidge went to 8th Army 

his book entitled "One Last Look 
Arow1d," pub:ished in 19-!7. In a chan er 
entitled, '·Her :-;eek in a Noose,"· he 
reported that when he and Brundidcre 
met Iva in the Imperial Hotel, their fir;t 
com e~sational exchange was: 

" 'ARE YOU Tokyo Rose~• " we asked. 
" 'Yes,' " the girl said, " 'the one and 

only Tokyo Rose.' " 

"I am living a life of doubt. I want 
my case settled once and for all," she 
said. Two months later, she was arrest-
ed again. 

Iva was put on board a ship to he . 
returned for her trial. 
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he did something about the more objection-

:'::i, \ .. 

Iore on Tokyo Rose 
Editor, The Wall Street Journal: 

I read with unusual interest Edwin Mc• 
Dowell's article "The Case of 'Tokyo 
Rose· ·' (Feb. 6 l. To my knowledge thL5 is 
the first time that there have been publi• 
cized facts concerning the circurnstances 
of Iva Toguri D'Aquino. 

I was the case officer of the Tokyo 
Metropolitan Counter Intelligence Corps 
detachment in charge of the investigations 
concerning allied personnel who had broad-
cast for the Japanese over Radio Tokyo 
during wartime. Together with an officer 
ot the Australian Field Security Service, I 
personally interrogated Major Cousens, 
!1!:ajor Ince, John D. Provoo and Mark 
Lewis Streeter. I was a v.itness for the 
Australian government in its treason case 
against Major Cousens. 

'l'he essential facts you related concern-
Ing the reasons for Mrs. D'Aquino's pres-
ence in Tokyo, and her attempts to lea-;e it 
prior to the war, were independently con• 
firmed by the Counter Intelligence Corps. 

In a signed statement, Major Cousens 
tock sole responsibility for the fact that 
Mrs. D'Aquino was ordered by the Japa-
nese to broadcast the scripts which were 
written by Cousens and Ince. On his own 
initiative, he advised the Japanese in 
charge of his broadcast section that a typ-
ist, Mrs. D'Aquino, would make a good an• 
nouncer; and thereupon the Japanese or· 
dered Mrs. D'Aquino to read the scripts. 
As Cousens and the Japanese both admit· 
ted. she had no choice in this regard. 

It was and is inconceivable to me th,i.t 
the United States would try Mrs. D'Aquino 
for treason without first trying others 
whose conduct was far more questionab!e 
in m'ltters of degree. It is uncontroverted 
that there was no such thing as ' .'Tokyo 
Rose." You are correct that there were 
quite a few women announcers on Radio 
Tokyo. some of whom at one time held 
American citizenship. Only Mrs. D'Aqulno 
waJ tried. Perhaps the United States did 
not wish to admit that there was more than 
one American ''Tokyo Rose,·· but in fact 
there were less mitigating circumstances 
for the conduct of the others. 

GEORGE S. GlYSI 

me, is most acute in politics t>ecause tne 
legitimacy of our system and national cul-
ture are at stake. It is a common need be-
cause all men and women want to feel 
good about what they do. 

The wisdom of Mr. Hess's observations 
is ancient, however. Politics is human ac-
tivity at its most complex, but the meaning 
of politics rarely transcends the activity it-
self. Mr. Hess does not mean, I ho~. that 
American Presidents and presidential pre-
tenders should consider the moral aspect 
of issues. He does mean that we are all 
tired of rhetoric which has supplanted seri • 
ous reflection about the nature and prac• 
tice of present-day American politics. This 
the polls tell us; and in a few months, the 
election will as well. 

W!LLLDI STE;IPER 
New York 

.\ 1r. Phill ips Rep lies 
Editor. The Wall Street Journal: 

You recently printed several analyses 
or quotations of my views on recent shifts 
in U.S. politics, notably the fading fortunes 
of the Republican Party. An excerpt of my 
analysis of the GOP decline and potential 
for a new party or ballot ltne, taken from 
the Conservative Digest, was published in 
mid-January, and a we€k later, Vermont 
Royster held forth on my analysis of the 
Republican opportunity as having been 
aborted by Watergate. Together, these put 
my views in an incomplete context. 

Only in a broad sense is Watergate the 
thing that undid the 1972-TJ GOP opportu· 
nity. First , the controversy made Nixon de· 
tensive and kept the lS,2 effort from devel· 
oping a larger New Majority thrust and 
popular-issue campaign against George 
McGovern. More congressional seats could 
have been won; more deals could have 
been cut with New Majority Democrats. 
Of course, in 1973, as the Watergate mess 
unfolded, the vista of a major re-align-
ment pivoting on the Connallys, Byrds, 
God\l<ins, Rizzos, Waggoners, etcetera, 
went a-glimmering. Concentrated " Im· 
perial Presidency" power, necessary to 
shape and achieve it, was gone. 

.On a second level, Watergate washed 

bottom lines and top incomes. 
As a "New Majority" conservative, I_ 

agree with many of your economic themes. 
But as a political analyst, I must say that 
they arc not enough. The question is not 
whether a GOP embracing these outlooks 
(and their 18% electoral fan club) can be-
come a majority. The question is whether 
it can even survive v.ithout a major cul-
tural metamorphosis and infusion. 

K E\'IN P. PHILLIPS 
T he American Political ReSearch Corp. 

Bethesda, Md. 

Presidential Commissions 
Editor, The Wall Street Journal: 

As the chairman of the ad hoc commit· 
tee of the National Academy of Public Ad-
ministration which recommended the Bi· 
centennial Commission on American Gov• 
ernment, I read with interest the Jan. 15 
column by Alan Otten. In his usually per• 
ceptive manner Mr. Otten quite correctly 
pointed out that a number of recent presi-
dential commissions. have not been very 
productive. With this I am in total accord. 

What 11r. Otten did not note, however, 
was that our proposal took into account the 
failings of prior study groups and specifi-
cally recommended the following steps to 
remedy that condition: 

1. Joint presidential and congressional 
authorization of the study group, as was 
the case v.ith both the first and second 
Hoover Commissions. 

2. Shared app0intme11t of commissic,n 
members by the Precsldent, the Congres~, 
and the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court. • 

3. A full time chairman with Cabintt 
r ank, appointed by the President and con-
firmed by the Senate. • 

4. Freedom for all appointing olficers to 
select ichomever he considers most quali• 
tied to serve. 

The members ot our ad hoc group in• 
eluded a variety of personages ranging 
from the President of the League of 
Women Voters to the Comptroller General 
of the United States, the President of the 
American Federation of Government Em• 

ernment today suggests the possibility of 
success. 

ROBf::ll.T E. MERRI.Ut 
Chain11an 

Adi:isury Commission 011 

ln terg,;n;entmental Relations 
\\"ashingto,1 

In Defense of ~Ir. Smith 
Editor, The Wall Street Journal: 

Regarding the page-one article • ·Closing 
Accounts?" by Timothy D. Schellhardt 
concerning Comptroller of the Currency 
James E. Smith (Jan. 30): 

Your newspaper has dealt harshly with 
J im Smith and the article in its entirety is 
a g-rossly unfair representation of the man 
and his office. 

I have had several d1fferences person· 
ally, both of a philosophlcal and a technical 
nature, with ?I-Ir. Smith and some members 
of his staff during h L, short tenure as 
comptroller, and I have never hesitated to 

express my thoughts on these !simes. But 
there is a difference between the Comptrol-
ler of the Currency and his counterparts in 
the other regulatory agencies. 

Mr. Smith did take several trips to ex-
otic r esort spots like Mackinac Island. 
Michigan, and Sea Island, Georgia. He also 
vLsited Point Clear, Alabama, where I had 
the privilege of m~ting with him and hL5 
staff. I can assure you the purpose of his 
trip was not to ,enjoy a vacation at the ex· 
pense of others. He came to communicate 
v.ith chief executive officers in the Eighth 
National Banking Region. 

Unlike typical bureaucrats, he not only 
listened, but heeded the comments made 
by bankers present a t this meeting. I 
should know: I was one of his most vocal 
critics. I t was refreshing for me to witness 
a regulator meeting v.ith those he regu-
lates on their home ground in an effort tq 
gain an insight into their individual and 
collective problems. 

'Even more rewarding was the fact that 

• able regulatory issues facing our indu~lry i i 
as a result of these discussions. It appears 
to me that his only sin is that he bas de-
parted from the conventional procedure 
practiced by other regulators _in Washing-
ton, which is to treat the industry that they 
regulate as laboratory experiments in a 
purely subjective environment. 

And finally, I think it is rather presump-
tuous on your part and ludicrous at best lo 
imply that the problems experienced by 
the banking industry in the last two and 
one-half years began when Jim Smith be· 
came comptroller. These problems had 
been building for years. It is unfortunate 
that he was named to the post at a time 
when they were beginning to surface. 

W!.UIORt,; W. WH!D!ORE 

President and 
Chief Executirn Officer 

First National Bank uf Houm/J. 
I 

The Strange Path½'ay to Eccentricity 

By J OY Goe LD BO n; ~, 
In the midst of the elegant summer re-

sort of Easthampton, L:mg Island, stands a 
huge, decaying · 28-room mansion, sur-
rounded by a garden so unkempt and thickly 
overgrown it might belong to the Sleeping 
Beauty. And in sense, \t does. For v.ithin 
that house live an 80-year·old mother and 
her 5S•year-old daughter who, once upon a 
time were women of great wealth, beauty, 
and position and today are eccentric re-
cluses, spending their days dreaming of 
what was and what might have l;Jeen. Both 
named Edith Bouvier Beale, U1ey are the 
aunt and first cousin ot Jacqueline Bouvier 
Kennedy Onassis and Lee Bouvier Rad-
zi\\ill. 

Three years ago, the Beales made head-
lines when the town of Easthampton de-

and treats us in the course of the film to a 
r endition of "Tea for 'lv.'O," while her 
daughter, a would-be nightclub entertainer, 
dance:; to the tune of the VMI March. Both 
go about in costumes rather than in ordi-
nary clothes (Edie wears. for example, 
sweaters tied turban·llke about her head, 
while her semi-invalid mother lies in bed 
adorned v.ith huge straw beach hats). 

The aristocratic heritage of these two 
faded beauties declares itself throughout, 
both by the memorabilia that litter their 
home (pictures from Miss Porter's school; 
debutante announcements; photographs 
taken at · fashionable parties I and through 
the Beales' frame of reference and speech 
as well. New York to them is Bendel ·s 
and the Barbizon; suitors are described 
in relation to their families and back· 
grounds; and though it be served directly 
*-""''""' H""' "~n ::anrl P~.tPn with nla~tir: 

live with her mother in Easthampton in the 
sumrr:;.er of '52? Edie says her mother had 
j ust undergone an eye operation and 
needed care. Her mother says the unmar-
ried Edie was falling apart in Ne·.., York 
and needed the nouristunent and cool air 
Easthampton would provide. 

Who is telling the truth? Or is it both or 
neither? The problem is we just can't tell. 
We are here presented with two people 
who, though apparentli living together in 
illusion, do not share the same illusion; 

• and the tilm does not provide us with 
a sufficiently delineated reality against 
which to test either. More important, we 
are left with no under3tanding as to how 
these wealthy, attractive, and educated 
women ever turned into the ruined beings 
of "Grey Gardens." For the film offers us 
no pictures to go between those we see of 
thP p)f>s;r~ntlv rl:r~-.:-.:..::rl ......,..,,..._,.__, _. 0 --- . .... ... _ 
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The Case of ,,....., okyo Rose'-.. 
By EDWIN MCDOWELL 

Twenty years ago last month Iva To~ri 
D' Aquino was !reed from federal prison af-
ter serving more than six years of a 10 
year sentence. Hers was no ordinary 
crime: She was one· o! the 2-1 Americans 
convicted of treruion since 17\r.i. And Mrs. 
D'Aquino is anything but an ordlnary ex-
conv!e;t: She ls the notorious Tokyo R.ose. 

Tokyo nose! The very name conjures . 
up memories of a femme fR.tale broadcast-
ing a mixture of music and propaganda to 
American fighting men. So it. may come as 
a shock to learn that• a growlng number of 
Americans are convinced that Iva Toguri 
D'Aquino, born as it hapr,ens on the !?mirth 
ot July, was not a turncoat but a scJJ.pegoat 
-a victim of post-war hysteria who in this 
Bice11tennlal year deserves ii presldentia. 
pnrdon. Moreover, a lengthy revlew of her 
case strongly sugge!!ts that Mrs. 
D' Aquino's defenders m~y well be right. 

'"We're convinced that she wu..s unfairly 
singlPd out and wrongly convicted,·' says 
David Ushio, executive director of the :l-0,· 
000-membcr Japanese American Citizens 
League, wt/ch is actively campaigning tor 
the presidential pardon. 

That might bo much more difficult to 
achieve than 1; sounds. For . one thing, 
many important figures Involved In the 
case have died, Including Mrs. D' Aquino's 
two principal lawyers. Moreover, the pub-
lic appears to be gTowing v<eary of charges 
that U.S. justice Is always to b!ame in im-
portrmt trials wlth political overtones. Fi- • 
nally, Mrs. D'Aqulno, 59, wh<> lives a life of 
relatlve anonymity in Chicago, is reluctant 
to assl>ot her own cause. 

Sile continues to maintain her innocence 
but she has little faith that she will be par• 
doned, especially since .two earlier pet.i· 
tion~ for clemency wei:e denied. And she Ii; 
fearful or stirring up thos-e ~rsist1mt anon-
ymous hate letters and telephon~ . calls. 
"I've lenrned to l\ve··with what h!l.ppened to 
Tn('," she says, ",to accept It like an lll-
ness 

"It's the worst, the absolute worst case 
I know of In American history," her law-· 
yer Wayne M. Collin.':! told lhis reporter 
shortly h,,fore he dled In 1974. "When the 
truth finally comes out about Iva, Ameri-
cans will hang their heads ln shame," 
echoed Theodore Tamba, her other lawyer 
who also has Since died. Both San Fran-
cisco attorneys were so convinced_ of her 
innocence that they repre~nted her free of 
charg-e for almost 211 years. 

The f;rst of many. ironies in the Tokyo 
Rose case is that there never was anyone 
named Tokyo Rose. 'l"hat nickname was 
coined by G.l. 's In the Pacific who listened 
to English-speakini female . anrouncers 
from Japanese stations in Tokyo and u 
clozen other nations. Ivn. D'Aqulno was one 
of the many broadcasters over Radio To• 
llyo. As the U.S. government noted In Its 
Oct. 21, 1946 announcement (later re-
versed J that it was dropping plans to pro-
secute her, "Tokyo Rose" was a "com• 
posite person with at least a do1,en voices." 

An Accident of Fate 
That the Los Anireles-born UCLA gradu• 

ate wound up In Japan at all during the 
war can be attributed to fate. When a let-
ter arrived in June 11)41 frorn an uncle In 
Japan saylnr, that hl8 wlk wa:, Ill, It W!l.S 
decided that Iva would visit her on behalf 
of the family. 

U.S. government documenl.'l r11veal that 
she sailed tor JapAn on July 15, 19-U with a 
certifica,te of Identification authorizing a 
six months stay'. her application ror· a pass-
port not ha vlng t>een IJ.cted upon by ti1e • 
State Department. Forty-five days after 
she arrivell "he again applied for a U.S. 
passport. Her application was forwarded 

1 from the American consulate In ,Tokyo to 
Washington. ' 

Meanwh!le, relations between the U.S. 
and Japan continued to deteriorate. On 
Dec. 1 she received a cable from her 
father telling her to boQk passage on the 
liner T:itsuta M:-i.ru sailing for the U.S. the 
next day. Official recorcts show that she 
couldn't obtain the necessary clcaranceR in 
time, nor !n time to book passage on a re· 
patriation ship that left in February lt'{2. 
By the time another ship left ln S,,;pteml:Jer, 
>ohe coulcln 't afford the fare. Nor could she 

' wrlte home from an enemy nation for 
: money, nnd in any case her family had 

l,,-.en relocaterl to a d<'tentlon Cl\mp Jn Ari-
znnl\ lwhere her mother died soon after-
w:i.niF I., 

Trapped in a country whose language 
she barely understood, she eventually 
found a job in mld-19--12 with Dome! news 
agency. In January 19-t3 she went to work 
as a clerk-typist for the Dan1sh legation; 
seven months later she also took a part-
time secretarial job at Radio Tokyo.' All 
the while she was under surveillunce ot the 
sPcrt•t police, who regularly dropped in tor 
reportR on her whereabouts. They also sug-
ge~t"d that she become a Japanese citizen, 
otherwise she would be under constant 
scrutiny and suspicion ns an enemy alien 
and denied food rations. 

A former master·scrgell1lt In the secret 
police later swore in a deposition that Mrs. 
O'Aquino constantly said Japan would lose 

Convicted ·ot treason 20 
years a.g'o, she still main-
tains her innocence. And 
she's probably right. 

the war, d~splte his warning that It was not 
good to talk that way. 

Of all the civilians working at Radio To• 
kyo, she alon(' refused to renounce her U.S. 
citizenship. Had she in fact become a Japa-
nese citizen it's unlikely she would have 
been tried for treason. 

Some 30 POWs ot various nationalities 
were assigned to Radio Tokyo and forced 
to cooperate under penalty of death. The 
ranking POW, Australian M!i.jor Charles 
Cousens, testified that Iva D'Aqulno often 
smuggled them food, medicine and news 
from the outside world. U.S. Army Capt. 
Wallace Ince testitled similarly at her trial 
-and recenUy repeated his . testimony-
adding that she smuggled ln a blanket tor 
a Rick prisoner. • 

Both o!flcers testified that when the 
Japanese ordered them ·to. expand a 15 
minute music program ( "Zero Hour") Into 
75 minutes of news, commentary, POW. 
messages and mu3iC designed to lower G.I. 
morale, the prisoners had no alternative -
except to try to minimize the propaganda 
quotient. 

Because Major Cousens came to trust 
Iva Togurl (who marr1ed: a Portuguese na-
tional in April 1945), he told hls Japanese 
bosses he wanted her to play the records. 
When she learned she had been dratted as 
an announcer, she protested but Cousens 
told her she had no choice. He as.sured her 
that he and Captain Ince would write all 
her scripts and see that they were free of 
propaganda. So after Cousens coached her 
briefly in announcing techniques, In No-
vember 1943 she begRn playing six to eight 
songs ,t night. Ultimately she began refer-
ring to herself as "Orphan Ann," the nick• 
name coined by Cousens. 

It's debatable how successfully the 
POWs undermined the propaganda ordered. 
by Japanese authorities, although the rec-
ord indicates that they tried. It also shows 
they were beaten, threatened with execu-
tion and two recalcitrant POWs were 
hauled away to be executed. After. the war 
Captain Ince was promoted to Major In the 
U.S. Army and Major Cousens was aqult· 
ted of treason charges In Australia, 

A confidential memo from the Army le• 
gal section of Aprll 17, 194{! said: "There Is 
no evidence thnt [ Iva D' Aquino] ever 
broadcast greetings to units by name and 
location, or predicted military movements 
or attacks Indicating access to secret mill· 
tary information and plans. . . . " That • 
same contldential memo added:. "There 
is evidence that l Mrs. D' Aquino J 
found this work distasteful." 

Mrs. D' Aquino was released after In!• 
tlally being cleared by the Army and the 
Justice Department, and after having been 
imprisoned virtually incommunicado for 
more than a year without bail or benefit of 
legal counsel. For two years the FBI 
vainly tried to rind the two witnesses· nec· 
essary to prosecute her for treason; the 
government finally appealed publlqly tor 
wilnesses. Twenty-two months later, dur-
ing- which time her reapplication for a U.S. 
passport provoked angry blasts from Wal· 
ter Winchel\ and several veterans' organi· 
zatlons, she was rearrested, brought to San 
Fr:111clsco and indicted by a federal grand 
jury. 

The trial, charging her with eight overt 

acts of treason, opened In July lll49, lasted 
almost 13 weeks, totalle<l almost one mil• 
lion words, cost some $7:I0,000 and Involved 
71 witnesses plus' depositions from 10 wit• 
nesses In Japan. It was the longest treason 
trial in U.S. history, and it was hardly a 
proceeding of which the U.S. can be proud. 

Government peremptory challenges ex-
cluded any but Caucl\Stan jur-orn. Defense 
witnesses t.ellti!ied they Wf're threatened 
nnd intimidated by government otticlals. 
·An FBI agent , admitted that one govern-
ment witness confes.."t-'<I that he had bee~ 
bribed to testify falsely agalnst Mrs. 
D'Aqutno before the grand jury. A deposi-
Uon from an AP reporter In Japan as-
serted that a government witness tried to 
bribe him to testify falsely against U1e de• 
fendant. 

By the time or the trial only 13 scripts 
or records of the 340 Zero Hour broadcasts 
recorded by Federal Broadcast Intelll• 
gence Service monitoring stations were 
available to the deferu!-C. The others had 
been "routinely· destroyed," One of the few 

.that hadn't began: "Here's the first blow 
at your morale, the Boston Pops orches-
tra." Even government witnesses from 
Japan denied that Iva D'Aqulno made In• 
flammatory or treasonous remarks. 
Acquittal Seemed Likely 

I 
When the jury began its deliberations, 

an Informal poll among Bay Area report• 
.ers who covered the trial every day pro• 
duced a 9-tci-l vote for acquittal. As it 
turned out the jury had been 10 to 2 for ac-
quittal, another time only one juror was 
convinced of Mrs. D'Aquino's guilt. Only 
after the judge asked them to try a third 
time, reminding them of the time and ex-
pense, did the jury finally reach a verdict. 

Iva D' Aquino was guilty of one count of 
trying lo undermine American morale dur-
ing wartlme. Specifically, she was gu!lty o! 
broadcasting the fqllowing words after the 
battle of Leyte Gulf (the greatest naval 
battle in history, which resulted In the vir• 
tual destruction of the Japanese fleet): 
''Orphans of the Pacific, you are really or• 
phans now. How will you get home now 
that all your ships are sunk?" Asked If the 
jurors ever considered acquitting her, the 
jury foreman replied: "It it had been pos• 
sJble under • the judge's instructions, we 
would have done so." 

The two prtnclpal \lYewitnesses to Mrs. 
D'Aqulno's "treason" were two of her Jap• 
anese superiors at Radio Tokyo-both of 
them American-born citizens who re• 
nounced their U.S. citizenship after going to 
Japan in the 1030s. Moreover, the wife of 
one of the two herself broadcR.St over Ra-
dio Tokyo as the "Saturday night party 
girl." It was her husband who fingered Iva 
D'Aqulno to newsmen as Tokyo Rose. 

One or two U.S. newspapers commented 
at the time on the irony of two admitted 
tl.lrncoats accusing of trea.<ion the only ci-
vilian at Radio Tokyo who refused to re• 
nounce her U .S, citizenship. All the other 
female announcers were let otf. Two o! them 
were subsequently allowed back In the U,S. 
and currently reside on the West Coast. 

After her parole from prison at Alder• 
son, W.Va., the government tried to deport 
Mrs. D'Aqulno as an alien. But the contra-
diction of ·trying to deport a native born 
American, who had been convicted of troll• 
son precisely because she had been a U.S. 
citizen, drew so much criticism that even• 
tually the government abllJllioned that at• 
tempt. 

Iva D'Aquino's supporters have no illu-
sions that a presidential pardon will, undo 
the years she spent in prison or recover 
the fine that was paid In full last summer. 
But it .would restore her citizenship. 
Mainly, though, lt would be tacit acknowl• 
edgement that in singling her out, the gov-
ernment -as a small Japanese American 
newspaper put It two days after she was 
sentenced -was "punishing a legend rather 
than the human being who stood In the 
dock of justice." 

''Maybe If I knew how things were 
going to work out I might not have come 
home, I might have gone ·somewhere else," 
sighed Mrs. D' Aqulno recently. "But even 
then, I doubt it . America ls my home, It will 
always be my home, and I never did any-
thing disloyal toward the country I love." 

Mr. McDowell is a member of tlte Jm,r• 
nal ·~ editorial payc staff. 
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JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

17 3 0 RH O DE IS LAND AVE N UE. N .W . 

W A YN E K. HORIUCHI 
WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE 

Dr. Myron Kuropas 

WASHIN G T O N , D . C . 20036 

1202) 223-1240 

July 14, 1976 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Ethnic Affairs 

Room 190 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dear Myron, 

NATIONAL HEADQUART ERS. JACL 

DA VI D E . USH IO. NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

1765 POST STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94115 

{ 415 ) 921-5225 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation the other day, I have included 
the following items which may be of interest to you with respect to the Iva 
Toguri case: 

1. Press release and letter of support of Evelle Younger, Attorney 
General of California and Director of President Ford's California 
Campaign Committee. 

2. Press release indicating support of the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors for Mrs. Toguri. 

3. Letters of support from Congressman Donald Fraser, Congressman 
Abner Mikva, Congressman Spark Matsunaga, and Governor George 
Ariyoshi. (Other Congressmen have supported her and I'll send you 
those letters as soon as I receive them from San Francisco.) 

4. News articles indicating support from the California State 
Legt $lature and California Secretary of State, March Fong Eu. 

5. A news article reporting testimony of innocence from one of 
the witnesses at the Toguri trial. 

Myron, other things will be coming from San Francisco. As soon as I 
receive them, they will be in the mail to you. 

Thanks for your help. 

WKH/llc 
Enclosures 

FOR BETTER AMERICANS IN A GREATER AMERICA 

• 



ii .JtSPanese ameracan 
crrnzens LeaGue 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 1765 Sutter Street • San Francisco, California 94115 • (415) 921-5225 
REGIONAL OFFICES: Washington, D.C./Chicago/San Francisco/Los Angeles/Portland/Fresno 
David E. Ushio, National Executive Director 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For Information Contact: 
Hiyo -Tatsumi (415) 921-5225 
May 21, 1976 

Evelle Younger, Attorney General and top Republican office 

holder for the State of California, has urged President Ford to 

grant a Presidential Pardon in the case of Iva Toguri d' Aquino, 

accused of being "Tokyo Rose." In a letter to President Ford, 

Younger said, " ... many people today believe that her conviction 

was mare a product of wartime hysteria than a trial on the merits ... " 

The decision to make the request by Mr. Younger, who also serves as 

President Ford's California Campaign Manager, is based upon recent 

new evidence which creates substantial doubt about the fairness 

of the original conviction. 

David E. Ushio, National Executive Director of the 

Japanese American Citizens League, a nonprofit human rights 

organization representing over 30,000 members in 32 states, says 

Younger's action in the matter is "commendable and very gratifying. 

It is historically significant," says Ushio, "in that it was in the 

State of California, under the administration of another Republican 

Attorney General (Earl Warren), that a climate of racism existed 

that ultimately led to the internment of over 110,000 Japanese 

(more) 
Better Arneficans In a Greater America 
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I Iva Toguri 

·2-2-2-2-2 
May 21, 1976 

Americans in •concentration camps during World War II. And it 

was in the climate of the postwar hysteria against Japanese 

Americans that Mrs. Toguri was convicted." -

"Now to have Mr. Younger call for justice for Mrs. Toguri 

is significant because it shows that America is strong enough to 

recognize past mistakes, and work to insure justice and equality 

for all. It is only a shame that she had to suffer so much and 

for so long." 

The Japanese American Citizens League has spearheaded the 

campaign for a pardon for Mrs. Toguri. The American-born, UCLA-

educated woman, the JACL believes, was a victim of tragic 

circumstances. When she went to Japan in 1941 to help care for 

a sick relative, World War II broke out before she could return. 

She found herself an enemy alien in wartime Japan, unable to get 

·money or communicate with her family in America, and disowned by 

her relatives in Japan when she repeatedly refused to renounce her 

rroerican citizenship and apply for Japanese citizenship, though 

konstantly harassed to do so by Japanese authorities. 

Without skills in the Japanese language, she sought 

employment utilizing her English language abilities, but en-

countered difficulties where she worked because of her "outspoken 

pro-American" views. 

(more) 
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Iva Toguri 
3-3-3-3-3 
May 21, 1976 

As a typist for Radio Tokyo, she met three male prisoners 

of war (POWs), assigned to "Zero Hour" (the English language music 

program by which the Japanese wished to demoralize American troops.) 

These three POWs were covertly burlesquing the intent of the 

Japanese broadcasts, and when Japanese authorities decided to 

add a female voice to the program, the POWs recommended Iva Toguri, 

knowing her sympathies, and assuring her that she could help the 

American war efforts. 

Although there was never any substantial evidence as to her 

guilt, · in spite of a one-year investigation by the U.S. Dept. of 

Justice, and a Federal Grand Jury refused to indict Iva Toguri 

because there was never a similar charge of treason made against 

the American POWs who worked with her at Radio Tokyo, she was 

singled out as a scapegoat. She was convicted on one of eight 

counts, after the longest and most expensive· trial on record at 

the time, in which spectators and journalists agreed in predicting 

an acquittal or, at worst, a hung jury. Finrlly, pressured 

the judge to do their "patriotic duty" and remember how 

by 

"expensive the trial had been for the government," the deadlocked 

jury returned a "guilty" verdict. Iva Toguri was convicted to 

ten years imprisonment, fined $10,000 and stripped of her American 

citizenship. 

(more) 
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Iva Toguri 
4-4-4-4 
May 21, 1976 

Having spent 25 years trying to prove her innocence including 

three appeals for review to the Supreme Court which have been denied, 

and two petitions for pardon to the President which have been 

unanswered, she is now 59 years old. Denied most of her civil 

rights, as a "stateless person," and destitut'e after the enormous 

legal and other financial costs, Iva Toguri deserves finally 

to receive the j .ustice to which she is entitled. Her citizenship 

is only a token repayment for all she has had to pay. 

The text of Younger's letter follows: 1 

"30" 

.. 

r 
I 
I 
' t 

I 
l 
' 

I 

• 



... -

I 

The Honorable GHa ld R. Ford 
PresidGnt of the United States 
The Wh ite House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
"Washington, D. C. 

Re: Pardon for Iva Toguri 

Dear President Ford: 

In recent months, there has been renewed internst in the case of Iva 
Toguri (D'Aquino), the woman of fapanese ancestry who was convicted 
shortly after World War II of treason as being the supposed "Tokyo 
Rose." 

Although she has long since served her sentence and paid her fine, the 
tn~a son conviction prevents her from regalnlng her Am erican citizenship. 
Iva Toguri has st€a9fastly maintained her innocence and many people 
today belleve that her coovictl.on was more a product of wartime hysteria 
than a tri,ll on the merits. Of course, thls dispute cannot be definitively 
resolved some thirty years latEr. 

Hcw1ever, in light of the substantial doubt which now exists over the 
fairness of the ortynrlal conviction, and .l'v1s .. Toguri's excellent conduct 
since such time, I believe it would now be appropriate for you to restore 
her American citl ,.enship by granting her a Presidential pardon. 

I urge you to do so. 

lr 

Sincerely. 

Evelle J. Younger 
Attorney General 

• 
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----- Japanese amer1can 
c&T1zens LeaGue 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 1765 Sutter Street• San Francisco, California 94115 • (415) 921 -5225 
REGIONAL OFFICES: Washington, D.C./Chicago/San Francisco/Los Angeles/Portland/Fresno 
David E. Ushio, National Executive Director 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For further information contact: 

Miyo Tatsumi (415) 921~5225 

July 2, 1976 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS 

PARDON IN "TOKYO ROSE11 CASE 

The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) commends the 

National Affairs Committee of the San Francisco Board of 

Supervisors for the favorable approval of the resolution offered 

by President of the Board Quentin Kopp calling on President Ford 

to pardon Mrs. Iva Toguri d'Aquino for her unjust conviction in the 

so-called- "Tokyo Rose" trial. The Board of Supervisors' committee 

·on National Affairs has voiced· its decision to join in a 

nationwide recognition that an innocent woman has suffered unjustly 
l 

and long enough. "On this bicentennial eve, we must recognize 

/ 

that the strength of America lies not only in celebrating our positive 

heritage and history, but also that we as a nation can correct our 

mistakes in a humanitarian way, and more importantly--learn by our 

mistakes," said David Ushio, National Executive Director of the 

Japanese American Citizens League. 

(more) 
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~F Board of Supervisors Committee Recommends Pardon -2-

"To pardon Mrs. Toguri, and thereby restore to her the American 

citizenship she cherishes so much, can demonstrate to the world 

that America is the nation that is big enough to live up to th~ ideals 

of fairness and justice that are being challenged throughout the 

world," said Ushio. 

In recent days an outpouring of support has emerged on behalf 

of the campaign to pardon Mrs. Toguri. CBS-TV presented the story 

of Iva Toguri on 60 MINUTES, their award-winning documentary show 

which outlined the facts of the case that have come to light in the 

recent weeks, including perjured testimony by government witnesses, 

a biased judge, and FBI and U.S. government harrassment which led 

to Mrs. Toguri's conviction. Leaders and opinion makers who have 
• I 

examined the facts of the case, and who have set aside the legends 

and myths that have surrounded the story of "Tokyo Rose" have come 

to the conclusion that she was innocent and deserved mercy and her 

full rights as an American citizen. "All we have ever asked the 

American people for, has peen to review the facts of the case. 

There has never been a greater miscarriage of justice," said Ushio . 

. 
Last week the California State Legislature passed a UJ.1animous 

I 
joint resolution requesting the President pardon Mrs. Toguri ~ 

The legislature was preceded by many public officials in the State 

of California, including the top GOP office holder in the state, 

Attorney General Evelle Younger, who has urged President Ford to 

pardon ffrs. Toguri. Governor Ariyoshi of Hawaii and numerous 

major newspapers throughout the United States have a ,lso taken a 

stand on her behalf. 

(more) 
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SF Board of Supervisors Committee Recommends Pardon -3-

The campaign to restore the citizenship of Mrs. Toguri 

·through a Presidential Pardon has been spearheaded by the National 

Japanese American Citizens League. The League's Iva Toguri 

Committee Chairperson, Dr. Clifford Uyeda of San Francisco, 

has worked in close conjunction with Mrs. Toguri, and her 

attorney Wayne Collins, al_so of San Francisco. Collins is 

the son of the Wayne Collins who represented Mrs. Toguri 

in the 1949 trial in San Francisco, and who championed her cause 

for over 25 years until his death two years ago. Dr. Uyeda 

recently was awarded the highest civic award given by the 

Japanese American Citizens League for his work on the Iva Toguri 

Committee,_ in bringing to 
I 
the American public, the story of this 

tragic miscarriage of justice. 

(A copy of the Resolution follows.) 
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URGnG lliE PRE.SIDENT OF 'lliE UNITED STA1ES TO PARro.~ NA 'IroJRI D 'AQllIID 

i-ruERF.AS, Iva Toguri d'Aqiuno -- a Califomia-bom, reared and educated 

'WCII1ail -- was stranded in Japan at the onset of World War II while making an 

energency lrurnanitarian visit to a sick aunt; and 

WHEREAS, It was brought out in her 1949 trial in an Francisco that because 

of her steadfast refusal to renounce her .American citizenship in war-ti.ne 

Japan, she was harassed unmercifully by the Japanes~ police, and denied food 

rations, causing her severe physical sufferings; and 

WHEREAS, Witnesses and affidavits presented at her trial pointed out she was 

outspokenly pro-American throughout the war years in Japan, continuously main-

taining despite IIl1..lch personal danger that the United States would win the 

war; and 

WHEREAS, i:1any testified that she was threatened and ordered to broadcast 

over Radio Tokyo by the Japanese military goverrn:nent; and 

I WHEREAS, Allied PCMs (prisoner of war) Major Charles Cousens of Australia 

kid U .. Army Captian Wallace Ince, both forced to work at Radio Tokyo, testified 

·they assured her that she could help the .Am2rican war efforts by conduct:ing a 

popular .Am2rican rwsic program and by watering down anti-.Am2rican propaganda; 

and 

/ \.ruERF.AS, She spent her own meager funds to purchase food, medicine and. 

tobacco, and risked her own life and safety to aid the sick and the weak at 

the Bunka POW camp in Tokyo; and 

WHEREAS, 1he term "Tokyo Rose" was coined by American soldiers and applied 

to any and all female broadcasters heard on Japanese radio stations; and 

WHEREAS, Iva Toguri d'Aquino was one of 14 English-speaking wanen announcers 

enployed by Radio Tokyo, but cnly she was arrested, investigated, tried and 

convicted; and 
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WHERF.AS, Major Cousens and Captain Ince both testified in the 1949 trial that 

they wrote all the scripts for Iva Togtrri d'Aquino's "Zero Hour" programs; and 

WHERF.AS, U.S. military propaganda m::mitors were unable to locate any propa-

ganda or d.e.Imralizing stateID2I1ts in her program; and 

'WHEREAS, U.S. Arrrrj Alaskan Defense Cannand in the spring of 1944 issued a 

IllE'IIDrandt.m instructing staff officers to urge their men to listen to her broad-

casts because they were free of propaganda; and 

WHEREAS, After a year of extensive investigation on the scene by the legal 

staff of' General of the Arrrrj IxJuglas MacArthur and the Federal Bureau of In-

vestigation (FBI), the U.S. Departm2I1.t of Justice concluded that there was no 

cause and released her in October 1946; and 

WHEREAS, After the federal jury twice inforrred Judge Michael J. Roche that 

they -were unable to reach a verdict, they ~re then ordered to deliverate sane 

m::>re and bring a verdict on the ground that it had been a long and expensive 

trial; and 

• WHEREAS, She was convicted solely on the testimJny of two prosecution 

witnesses who had renounced their American citizenship; and 

mEREAS, She spent 8-1/2 years of her life in prison, paid $10,000 in fine, 

suffered untold humiliations aI\d harassments for over 30 years for ~J:'ds she 

did not say; and 

WHERF.AS, Although she has lost her rights as an .Arrerican she has ranained a 

proud and loyal .Arrerican in spite of-her ordeal; and 

WHEREAS, Nu::rErous concerned public entities and human rights groups, in-. 
eluding the Japanese American Citizens League, the largest national organization 

representing .Americans of Japanese ancestry, have joined in bringing to the con-

sciousness of the .American people the unjustices surrounding this case; and 
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WHEREAS, President Ford :in his recent proclamation terminating Executive 

Order 9066; which sent m:Jre than 112,000 Japanese-krericans :into detention 

camps during World War II, stated that there must be "an honest reckoning 

of our national mistakes as well as our national achieven:Ents"; now, therefore, 

be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco, 

the site of the :infam::,us trial of Mrs. d'Aquino, urges the President of the 

United States to consider favorably her petition for pardon; and, be it 

FURI.HER RESOLVED, That Iva Toguri d'Aquino be given a full and unconditional 

Presidential Pardon to redeem her narre and restore her cherished .American 

citizenship. 

' 

Supervisor Quent:in L. Kopp 

Board of Supervisors 

• 
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INTRODUCTION 
Iva T oguri is a victim of a World War II fantasy - a powerful and persistent 

legend that continues to plague her today, some 30 years later. Trapped in 
Japan as a young American woman during the war years, she survived 
harassment by the Japanese government only to be consumed by a fictitious 
image created by American soldiers. She became a casualty of the prejudices, 
stereotypes, and social mores of that era, and was convicted of treason in 
1949. After her release from prison, the United States government continued 
to persecute her with deportation threats and property confiscation. She 
firmly proclaims her innocence, and a renewed effort is under way to clear 
her name and restore her constitutional rights. This booklet will describe 
(1) how a real person was stranded in Japan, (2) how a legend was created, 
and finally (3) how the real person became tyrannized by that legend. 
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IV A IKUKO TOGURI 

Early Years (1916-40) 
Iva lkuko Toguri was born on July 4, 1916, in Los Angeles, California, 

the first daughter of Jun and Fumi Toguri. Her father was born in Japan but 
naturalized in Canada, and her mother was a Japanese citizen: United States 
law prohibited persons of Asian ancestry (including citizens of Canada) from 
becoming naturalized, so neither parent had an opportunity to gain American 
citizenship. (This prohibition was not repealed for Japanese until 1952.) 
Three other children were born to the Toguris: Fred, June, and Inez. Two 
months after her birth, Iva Toguri's father entered her name in the genealogical 
registry at the family's ancestral village in Japan. This procedure, customary 
at the time, would have given her citizenship rights in Japan, but her father 
cancelled the registration in 1932. Her father did not register her with the 
Canadian government, so she lost any eligibility for citizenship rights in 
Canada. Thus, by the time she was 16 years of age, Iva Toguri was a citizen 
only of the United States. 

The Toguri family lived in predominantly white neighborhoods in various 
parts of Southern California: Los Angeles, Calexico, San Diego, and Compton. 
English was the primary language spoken at home, the family belonged to the 
Methodist Church and Iva Toguri's friends were mostly Caucasian. She 
attended public schools, music and business schools, Compton Junior College, 
and the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA). She became an 
accomplished pianist, was a skilled typist, and was graduated from UCLA with 
a bachelor's degree in zoology in June 1941. During her childhood and 
student years, she had very little contact with Japanese culture. She had many 
talents, but her very "all-American" upbringing ill-prepared her for the 
unexpected ordeals ahead. 
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Stranded in Japan (1941) 
Soon after her college graduation, her family learned her maternal aunt in 

Japan was seriously ill with diabetes and high blood pressure, and possibly on 
the verge of death. Because her mother was also bedridden with the same 
ailments, Iva T oguri was selected as the family's representative to go tq Japan 
and help care for her aunt. Because the matter was urgent, she had to leave 
promptly. The only available transportation was by ship, which took about 
two weeks (airline passenger service to Japan was not inaugurated until 1947). A 
passport took too long to obtain, so she secured a State Department Certificate 
of Identification and hurriedly sailed for Japan on July 5, 1941, one day after 
her 25th birthday. She arrived in Yokohama on July 24 with just enough 
money to buy a ticket back to the United States and with practically no 
knowledge of the Japanese language or customs. Her uncle, Hajime Hattori, 
met her at the pier and took her to his home. After several weeks of getting 
acquainted with relatives she had never met before, she applied for an 
American passport at the United States Consulate in Tokyo in August. She 
presented her birth certificate and State Department Certificate of Identification, 
but any person of Asian ancestry claiming U.S. citizenship faced considerable 
difficulties because this was during the period of total prohibition of Asian 
immigration under the provisions of the Immigration Act of 1924. 

She had not received her passport by October (she later learned her appli-
cation had been ignored), and she became nervous over the increasing war 
rumors in Japan. She contacted her father to ask if she should return, but her 
father reassured her and told her to stay longer for the sake of her sick aunt. 
Like most other Americans, her father underestimated the ominous war signs 
during 1940-41: for example, Japan was already at war in Asia and had signed 
a military alliance with Germany; the United States froze Japanese assets and 
imposed a total embargo on exports to Japan; Britain and the Dutch East Indies 
(Indonesia) joined the embargo and effectively cut off Japan's oil supply; U.S. 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull refused to negotiate reopening oil supplies 
until Japan ceased aggression and withdrew troops from China, Indochina, 
and Manchuria; Japan's Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoye (leader of the 
moderate faction) was forced to resign- and General Hideki Tojo (leader of 
the pro-war faction) took over as Prime Minister. Her father finally realized 
the danger and sent an urgent cable on December 1 instructing her _to board 
a ship leaving for the United States the next day. She frantically tried to get 
aboard, but Japanese authorities refused port clearance because she did not 
have a passport. It actually made no difference because that Japanese-owned 
ship was in mid-Pacific when Admiral lsoroku Yamamoto's Task Force 
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attacked Hawaii, and the ship was ordered to return to Japan. 

One day after the outbreak of hostilities, the Japanese Army Thought-Control 
Police (Kempeitai) interrogated Iva Toguri and demanded that she renounce 
her American citizenship and apply for Japanese citizenship - or else life in 
Japan would be "very, very inconvenient." She flatly refused, stating she was 
raised as an American and could never become a Japanese citizen. Iva T oguri 
soon learned the meaning of the Kempeitai's threats: she was classified as an 
enemy alien, her movements were restricted, she was denied food rations, 
and she was constantly harassed by the Internal Security Police and Kempeitai. 
Ironically, if she had succeeded in returning to the United States, she would 
have shared the fate of 110,000 other persons of Japanese ancestry (two-thirds 
of whom were American citizens) living on the West Coast (but not Hawaii) 
who were classified as the "enemy race," restricted by prohibited zones and 
a racial curfew, intimidated by the police and federal agents, and eventually 
imprisoned en masse. Iva Toguri's own parents, brother, and sisters were 
incarcerated at Gila River, Arizona. (The U.S. government called them 
"Relocation Centers" but the facilities were actually mass detention camps, 
complete with barbed wire and guard towers.) 

In February 1942, she learned that the neutral Swiss legation representing 
the United States was accepting applications from American citizens who 
wished to repatriate. A Japan-United States agreement allowed repatriation 
through neutral nations. Iva T oguri applied for repatriation, but without a 
passport she was informed her citizenship must be confirmed by the American 
consulate. On April 4, 1942, the American consular staff, themselves awaiting 
repatriation, belatedly processed her August 1941 passport application by 
attaching a notation stating that her U.S. citizenship was "not proved." Again, 
the lack of a passport thwarted her attempt to leave. 
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Abandonment and Survival (1942-43) 
Because of her outspoken support for the United States, inability to speak 

Japanese well, and frequent visits from the Kempeitai, neighbors taunted her 
aunt and uncle for harboring an enemy. Life became so intolerable that in 
June 1942 the Hattoris told her to live elsewhere. From that time on, Iva 
T oguri was on her own, and she very quickly used up what little money she 
had. Without an income and without a food ration card, she faced the 
possibility of starvation. She asked Japanese authorities to imprison her with 
other American nationals, but was refused. Job hunting was difficult because 
the only marketable skills she possessed were her abilities in the English 
language. First, she worked for a pittance (about $5 per month) as a typist 
and piano teacher at the Matsumiya English Language School. Later that June, 
she found a part-time job typing and monitoring English language short-
wave broadcasts at the Domei News Agency, where she met Felipe J. d' Aquino, 
a Portuguese citizen of Japanese ancestry. Felipe d' Aquino was working as a 
linotypist at Domei, and they became good friends (and were later married). 

In September 1942, she received a notice from the Swiss legation announcing 
a second and final repatriation ship. Since most of the diplomats and other 
supposedly important Americans had already left on the first ship, her chances 
of getting aboard were good if she could raise the necessary $425 passage. 
Unfortunately, she had no savings (her $20 per month salary at Domei was 
used for bare survival), had been repudiated by her relatives in Japan, and 
had no means for contacting her parents in America. She could not raise the 
passage money, and she cancelled her application. 

She was unable to purchase much food on her low wages and by June 1943 
she was suffering from malnutrition and beriberi. Nursed back to health by 
her friend d' Aquino, she regained enough strengh by August to take a second 
part-time job as a typist in the business office of Radio Tokyo '. There she met 
three prisoners of war (POWs): Major Charles Cousens, an Australian captured 
in Singapore; Captain Wallace Ince, an American captured in Corregidor; 
and Lieutenant Norman Reyes, a Pilipino (spelling preferred by Pilipino 
Americans) captured in Bataan. The three men had been experienced radio 
broadcasters prior to their capture, and they had been assigned to work on 
the English language "Zero Hour" since March of that year. Iva T oguri became 
friendly with the POW broadcasters. She spent much of her own meager funds 
to purchase food, medicine and tobacco, and at considerable risk to herself 
secretly gave the supplies to the POW broadcasters and other prisoners a~ 
the Bunka POW camp in Tokyo. 
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In November, Japanese authorities de~ided to add a female voice to the 
"Zero Hour" program. The POWs persuaded the Japanese to select Iva T oguri. 
The POWs needed a trustworthy companion because they were covertly 
burlesquing the Japanese program intent. When informed of her new duties, 
Iva T oguri refused. She was then ordered to broadcast by Japanese authorities 
and was reminded she had "no choice" in the matter since she was an enemy 
alien without any rights. Refusal in militaristic wartime Japan usually resulted 
in severe punishment, including starvation, beatings, and even execution. 
Although she was not explicitly threatened with bodily harm, she was well 
aware of what happened to others who had refused and was conscious of 
the non-direct manner in which the Japanese spoke. Moreover, Major Cousens 
took her aside, confined their scheme, and assured her that she would not 
harm and might possibly help the American war effort. Cousens' confidence 
won her over, and she read her first POW-written script over the air on 
November 13, 1943. 

In December 1943, she war forced to quit Domei because of constant 
arguments with other employees over her pro-American statements, and 
because her friend d'Aquino got into a fistfight defending her position. 

"Orphan Ann" (1944-45) 
Initially, she called herself "Ann" (short for announcer) on the air, but 

later switched to "Orphan Ann" because she identified with the comic strip 
character of "Little Orphan Annie." It was a bitter-sweet, self-mocking name for 
the young woman who felt lonely and forsaken, but who also thought she 
was resisting the enemy while waiting to be rescued from her predicament. 
In January 1944, she went to the Danish legation as a full-time typist, and on 
most evenings reported to Radio Tokyo to host a program of music, humor, 
nostalgia, and news. She read the scripts exactly as written by her POW 
compatriots, and her program was always aired from 6 to 7 p.m. Tokyo time. 
However, the female voice on "Zero Hour" was not always that of Iva T oguri. 
She refused to work on Sundays and American holidays, and took frequent 
sick leaves. During her absences, she was replaced by one of the 13 other 
English-speaking women announcers employed by Radio Tokyo: six Japanese 
Americans, one white American, one Japanese Canadian, one Japanese Briton, 
one Swiss, one Japanese, one with Japanese surname of unknown nationality, 
and one with European surname of unknown nationality. Radio Tokyo had 
many other English language programs broadcast at different hours of the 
day, and each program had its own staff. Throughout her stay at Radio Tokyo 

6 

Iva Toguri continued to risk her own safety by clandestinely providing 
American POWs with extra food, clothing, and blankets, plus scarce vitamins 
and medicine. 

On April 19, 1945, she married Felipe d'Aquino and converted to 
Catholicism. She became eligible for Portuguese citizenship under the laws 
of Portugal, but she chose to retain her American citizenship under the laws 
of the United States. (The Cable Act, as amended in 1931, extended the right 
to retain U.S. citizenship to American women who married non-American 
men of Asian ancestry.) 

During the war years, Iva T oguri's problems were similar to an estimated 
10,000 other young Japanese American men and women stranded in Japan. 
Some, like her, were in Japan to visit relatives, but most were there to attend 
Japanese schools or work for Japanese firms. Due to severe employment 
discrimination in the United States, it was not unusual for parents to ensure 
an alternative means of livelihood for their children by sending them to Japan 
for part of their education. Most Japanese American college graduates found 
that the only means of gaining employment commensurate with their education 
was to work in Japan. (Two such American college graduates working in Japan 
later became the key witnesses against Iva Toguri.) All of the Japanese 
Americans were placed under intense pressure to change their citizenship. 
Young men were drafted into the army, while others were forced to work 
for the government or war industries. With only partial education in Japan, 
most Japanese Americans could not compete with the natives for regular 
jobs and had to resort to their English language skills as a means of survival. 
When the war ended, the U.S. State Department proclaimed that Japanese 
Americans who served in the Japanese Army, worked for the Japanese 
government, or voted in a Japanese election had lost their American citizen-
ship in accordance with the Nationality Act of 1940. If this was true, Iva Toguri 
was no longer a citizen of the United States, and not subject to the charge 
of treason. (Later, in the 1950s, court decisions restored citizenship to 
approximatley 5,000 Japanese Americans affected by this State Department 
ruling.) 
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THE LEGEND OF "TOKYO ROSE" 

A Soldier's Fantasy 

Unknown to Iva T oguri, or anyone else in Japan, American soldiers invented 
the term "Tokyo Rose" and applied it to any and all female broadcasters 
heard on Japanese radio stations. The term "Tokyo Rose" was used as early 
as December 1941 . Part of the experience of fighting in Asia and the Pacific 
Islands consisted of listening to a woman with a seductive voice, who played 
the latest American popular music, announced American troop movements, 
and read the latest war news. The soldiers ' knew the programs were supposed 
to be propaganda, but they felt compelled to tune in anyway and spread 
the word about the broadcasts. Soldiers laughed at the obvious propaganda 
ploys and enjoyed the recently issued American records, which they could 
not hear on American shortwave broadcasts. The legend differs according 
to the listener: some said she spoke with a British accent, others attributed 
a Japanese or Asian accent, while still others insisted she had an American 
accent and used American slang. The listeners even differed on the languages 
used: some said English was the only language used, but others claimed 
Japanese, Chinese, and other Asian languages were intermixed. 

The lonely soldiers undoubtedly internalized and romanticized what they 
actually heard, and there was considerable speculation about her physical 
appearance. "Tokyo Rose" existed more in the imagination than in fact, and 
the image was a fairly pleasant one. In 1944, the Alaskan Defense Command 
issued a bulletin instructing officers to urge their men to listen to the "Tokyo 
Rose" broadcasts because they were free from propaganda and were " the 
strongest factor for building morale of our troops in the Alaskan Chain." 
Just before the war ended, Captain T.J . O'Brien, Director of Welfare for the 
United States Navy, issued a citation to "Tokyo Rose'' for "meritorious service 
contributing greatly to the morale of U.S. Armed Forces in the Pacific .. . by 
persistently entertaining them during those long nights in fox-holes and on 
aboard ship, by bringing them excellent state-side music, laughter and news 
about home." The citation was made i11 jest, but it also reflected the fact 
that American soldiers enjoyed the broadcasts. Also, a survey conducted by 
a graduate student at Pennsylvania State University in 1968 found that 93 
percent of veterans of the Pacific war thought the "Tokyo Rose" programs 
did not have a demoralizing effect, and 84 percent considered the programs 
to be successful as entertainment. 
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Pre-World War II Stereotypes 

Historic stereotypes about Japanese Americans in general, and Asian women 
specifically, created an atmosphere whereby war-weary soldiers and civilians 
could easily transfer their fantasies and hostilities to a real person. Negative 
images of Japanese American originated in the 1890s, when the first sizable 
number of immigrants from Japan arrived in the United States and became 
targets for anti-Asian prejudice previously directed against Chinese pioneers. 
The anti-Japanese feelings were fueled by Japan's empire building in Asia 
(Taiwan in 1895, Sakhalin in 1905, Korea in 1910, Manchuria in 1931), and 
the newspapers were full of stories implying Japanese Americans were the 
outpost for an ever expanding Japanese empire. The newspapers depicted 
Japanese Americans as being unassimilable and incapable of loyalty to the 
United States because somehow their ancestral ties to Japan would pre-
dominate. This theme was later expressed by Lt. General John L. DeWitt, 
military chief of the Western Defense Command: "A Jap's a Jap. It makes no 
difference whether the Jap is a citizen or not. He's still a Jap and can't 
change." The anti-Japanese elements were very influential and succeeded in 
passing numerous state and federal laws discriminating against Jaf5anese and 
Japanese Americans. By 1942, the negative stereotypes were so well implanted 
in the public's consciousness that there was practically no protest over the 
mass incarceration of American citizens based solely on a presumption of 
disloyalty. 

The image of the seductive and sinister Asian woman emerged during the 
height of anti-Chinese agitations during the 1880s, and became particularly 
prominent when Japan became a military power in the 1930s. Hollywood 
movies and newspaper cartoons confused and combined Chinese and Japanese 
images into a general "oriental" stereotype, and Asian women were portrayed 
as exotic, sexy, and smart, but always determined to corrupt the morality of 
white American men. 

Post World War II Animosities 

Public distrust of Japanese Americans did not subside after the end of the 
war. The well-publicized heroism of the Japanese American soldiers on the 
European Front (442nd Regimental Combat T earn) helped but did not entirely 
ameliorate animosity against Japanese Americans. In fact, more violence 
was committed against Japanese Americans returning to California in 1945-46 

9 

f 



than during the aftermath of Pearl Harbor in 1941-42. In August 1946, the 
National Opinion Research Center reported two-thirds of all Americans still 
believed Japanese Americans had spied for Japan, and only 13 percent believed 
they had no part in espionage activities for the enemy. Newspapers continued 
to reinforce distorted images of Asian women through such comic strips as 
"Steve Canyon" and "Terry and the Pirates." 

Immigrant Japanese were still prohibited by law from becoming citizens, 
from owning land, and from engaging in occupations requiring licenses. New 
immigration from Japan was banned, and 4,724 persons of Japanese ancestry 
were deported during 1945-46 (1 ,659 immigrant repatriates, 1,949 children 
accompanying parents, 1, 116 renunciant expatriates). The bitterness and 
pressures during the mass incarceration coerced 5,766 Japanese Americans 
into renouncing their American citizenship, but nearly all filed lawsuits after 
the war to regain their birthright. (Court decisions between 1945 and 1968 
restored citizenship to nearly all renunciants, including those who expatriated.) 
American citizens of Japanese ancestry were still prevented from owning 
homes by restrictive covenants, denied empl,oyment in most fields, hindered 
in social mobility by antimiscegenation laws, and even dead soldiers were 
refused burial in home-town cemeteries. Japanese Americans embarked on 
a campaign to overcome these injustices, but the struggle was long and hard. 
The powerful anti-Japanese elements in California had not lost any of their 
vigor, so every issue created a prolonged court battle, bitter legislative 
campaign, or heated public debate. 

One of the important postwar issues was the question of statehood for 
Hawaii. The major obstacle hindering statehood was the fact that one-third 
of the population of Hawaii was of Japanese ancestry. Mainland Caucasians 
feared Japanese Americans might control the politics of the Islands, and were 
unwilling to accept the possibility of a Japanese American being elected to 
Congress. (The racial prejudices were strong enough to prevent Hawaii state-
hood until 1959.) All of these issues were being contested during the 1945-49 
period; they carried great import for" the well-being of every Japanese 
American, and in particular for Iva T oguri, who was in Japan and unaware 
of the circumstances closing in around her. 

VICTIM OF A LEGEND 

Detention and Release (1945-46) 
By the end of the war, the legend of "Tokyo Rose" had become so ex-

aggerated that "Tokyo Rose" was probably the third most well known Japanese 
name to Americans (after Emperor Hirohito and Prime Minister Hideki Tojo). 
American journalists landed in Japan a few days before the formal surrender 
was signed, and began a frantic and competitive search for the legendary 
"Tokyo Rose." Harry Brundidge of Cosmopolitan Magazine and Clark Lee of 
International News Service hitched a ride to Tokyo with an advance party 
on August 31 and contacted Leslie Nakashima, a Domei News Agency writer 
whom they knew from before the war. Nakashima told the Americans 
that there was no person named "Tokyo Rose" and there were five or six 
women at Radio Tokyo who might fit their description. But the legend could 
not be deflated so easily. Undaunted, Brundidge and Lee asked Nakashima 
to locate any "Tokyo Rose," and Nakashima, who had a pre-war obligation 
to repay, accommodated them by introducing Iva Toguri. 

Brundidge and Lee, in army uniforms and armed, met Iva T oguri on September 
1 and offered her $2,CXXl for an exclusive story to be published in Cosmopolitan. 
That sum was a fortune for anyone who had lived through the war in Japan, 
and she agreed to their interview. However, when Brundidge cabled Cosmo-
politan editors about his "scoop," the editors rejected his article stating they 
would not glorify a traitor and refused to pay the $2,CXXl. In the meanwhile, 
other correspondents were filing stories implicating numerous other women, 
and it soon became obvious that no single individual was "Tokyo Rose." But 
during this hectic and confusing period, Iva T oguri gained the unfortunate 
distinction of receiving the most publicity. She considered herself a heroine 
of sorts, and had no reluctance about granting interviews and signing auto-
graphs, not realizing the consequences would become so serious. 

Her triumph was quickly shattered for she alone became . the scapegoat. 
A few days after the Brundidge-Lee interview she was arrested, but inexplicably 
released the next day. The first arrest was probably engineered by Brundidge 
and Lee to prevent other journalists from interviewing her. She was rearrested 
on October 17 and held at a Yokohama prison for one month; then she was 
transferred to Sugamo Prison in Tokyo, where she remained for another 
eleven months. (Sugamo was the prison for Japanese leaders accused of war 
crimes. Prime Minister Tojo and six other high officials were executed there 
in 1948.) During her 12 months imprisonment, she was never informed of 
the charges against her, was denied legal counsel, was denied speedy trial, 
and was prohibited from sending or receiving mail (see Appendix A). She was 
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held totally incommunicado for over two months until a Christmas visit from 
her husband was allowed. Thereafter, the only person permitted to visit was 
her husband - for only one twenty-minute session per month. After an 
exhaustive investigation by the Army and Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), the Justice Department concluded there was insufficient evidence to 
bring charges, and released her on October 25, 1946. During her confinement, 
government agents lost or destroyed their phonograph records and written 
transcripts of the alleged "Tokyo Rose" broadcasts. The case appeared closed 
and her life temporarily returned to normal. She settled in Tokyo with her 
husband, and became pregnant in 1947. 

Going Home (1947-48) 
Iva Toguri learned that her mother died in 1942 while incarcerated at 

Gila River, Arizona, and that her father, brother, and sisters had moved to 
Chicago. She wanted her child born in the United States (to guarantee 
her child acquire American citizenship), and she had a great desire to see 
her family. She applied once again for that long-elusive passport. She became 
one of the thousands of Japanese Americans stranded in Japan who sought 
to return home, but faced lengthy investigations concerning their activities. 
The American Consular officials told her she was "stateless" due to her 
marriage to a Portuguese citizen, but that she could re-establish her American 
citizenship if her passport application was approved. (Consular officials must 
have been unaware of the amended Cable Act.) 

The State Department was caught in a bind: if she was permitted to return, 
there might be a public uproar; but there was no legal means to prevent her 
entry because she was a native-born citizen cleared by the Army and the 
FBI. Moreover, the Justice Department was in the embarrassing position of 
having lost or destroyed evidence which originally cleared her. Hence, the 
government issued a statement to the press that "Tokyo Rose" had applied 
to return to the United States. The public outcry was immediate and im-
passioned. Radio commentaor Walter Winchell vigorously campaigned 
against her return (radio in the 1940s was a powerful medium). The American 
Legion and Native Sons and Daughters of the Golden West, with a long 
history of anti-Asianism, issued strong protests. The Los Angeles City Council 
passed a resolution opposing her return on the curious basis she might 
adversely affect "loyal" Japanese Americans. Possibly because many Caucasians 
could not envision her as an American citizen, no one particularly demanded 
her prosecution for treason. The traditional goals of anti-Japanese groups 
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were for removal and exclusion, not prosecution under due process. The 
protests delayed her return, and in January 1948 her baby died at birth. 

Many newspapers, including the New Yori< Times, published an appeal for any-
one able to identify Iva T oguri as "Tokyo Rose" to report to the FBI. Claiming 
to have a "confession," Brundidge dug up his old field notes from the 1945 
interview and delivered them to his friend, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover. 
Attorney General Tom Clark rejected the notes as improper evidence, but 
Brundidge was not easily put off. Brundidge demanded and received a 
government-paid trip to Japan to get his notes signed by Iva T oguri. She was 
summoned by the Occupation Army to a meeting with Brundidge and John 
B. Hogan, a Justice Department attorney. She had been reading the American 
newspapers and was aware of the controversy surrounding her application 
to return. She was tired of the uncertainty, wanted desperately to see her 
family, and had come to the conclusion that if a trial was the only way to 
clear herself once and for all, she wanted to get on with it. Without legal 
counsel at this critical moment, she signed Brundidge's notes. 

Presumably on the basis of the Brundidge notes, Iva T oguri was arrested 
once again on August 26, 1948 in Tokyo and charged with treason. While 
the government had earlier denied that she was a citizen, they now used 
the same birth certificate in her passport application as proof of her citizen-
ship. According to law, when an alleged treason takes place abroad, the trial 
must take place at the first location where the accused is returned to American 
territory. Attorney General Clark publicly admitted she could not receive a 
fair trial in California. On the other hand, Hawaii might be too tolerant, so 
Clark initially announced she would be brought directly to the East Coast. It 
was a difficult, but not impossible, logistical task; and elaborate plans were 
made to transport her by air through Canada or Mexico. For an unexplained 
reason, Clark changed his mind and ordered her brought to San Francisco -
a city considered to be a center of anti-Japanese prejudice. The ship carrying 
Iva Toguri purposely bypassed Hawaii and docked in San Francisco on 
September 25, 1948. She was escorted off the ship by numerous FBI agents 
and brought before Federal Commissioner St. J. Fox, who read a complaint 
charging her with treasonable activities while in Japan. She was then taken 
to the old county jail near Chinatown's Portsmouth Square. She was finally 
home in America, albeit behind bars, and she saw her family for the first 
time since she left home in 1941. The T oguri family searched for a lawyer to 
defend her, but most attorneys turned down the case because the family 
was financially impoverished. Eventually, Wayne M. Collins, Theodore Tamba 
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and George Olshausen volunteered to represent her without fee. (Collins, 
a strong advocate of civil liberties, also was a non-paid volunteer attorney 
for Fred Korematsu's constitutional challenge to the wartime incarceration, 
the renunciants' fight to regain American citizenship, and the Japanese Peruvians' 
battle to prevent deportation to Japan. Collins took these controversial cases 
when the National American Civil Liberties Union and National Japanese 
American Citizens League declined to act.) She was, at last, accorded the 
right to legal counsel. 

Grand Jury (1948) 
A Federal Grand Jury was convened in San Francisco in October 1948 to 

determine if there was "probable cause" for the treason charges. After review-
ing the evidence, the Grand Jury refused to indict Iva T oguri unless the other 
American citizens involved at Radio Tokyo were similarly charged. Grand 
Jurors were especially insistent that Captain Ince, a POW who had worked 
with her, be charged. When prosecutors claimed Ince was still in the army 
and outside their jurisdiction, the Grand Jury adjourned wit~out an indictment, 
went on "strike," and announced they would hold no further sessions until 
prosecutors prepared charges against Ince. Harried prosecutors then promised 
Ince would be charged before an army court-martial. Based on that explicit 
promise, the Grand Jury issued an eight-count indictment against Iva Toguri. 
(The promise was never kept. Ince was promoted to major shortly thereafter.) 
In historic hindsight, the eight "Overt Acts" charged seem vague and inconse-
quential (see Appendix B). 

Following the indictment, defense lawyers made a motion for bail, but Federal 
Judge Louis B. Goodman ordered her confined without bail. She was in prison 
for nearly two years (counting her imprisonment in Japan) before her trial 
started the next year. 

All-White Jury (1949) 
At the arraignment before Federal District Judge Michael J. Roche on 

January 4, 1949, Iva Toguri pleaded innocent to all counts. (In 1943, Judge 
Roche denied a Habeas Corpus petition from Mitsuye Endo, an American 
woman involuntarily detained despite the government's lack of charges 
against her. This was one of the important test cases challenging the con-
stitutionality of the mass detention of American citizens based on ancestry.) 
In the preparation for her trial, defense lawyers petitioned the court to subpoena 

14 

defense witnesses from Occupied Japan. The judge denied her constitutional 
right to summon these witnesses in her favor (see Appendix A). Meanwhile, 
prosecutors, who were provided with a list of potential defense witnesses, 
teletyped the names and addresses to the FBI Office in Tokyo. FBI Agent 
Frederick Tillman, accompanied by armed American soldiers, called on the 
Japanese witnesses and intimidated them (see Appendix D). The judge allowed 
transportation expenses for one defense lawyer and one translator to travel 
to Japan to obtain written depositions, but most witnesses were too frightened 
by then to cooperate. The prosecution did not have such handicaps. 
Prosecutors brought 19 Japanese witnesss from Occupied Japan using 
government transportation, paid the witnesses $10 per day with government 
funds, and allowed them to go sightseeing for several weeks in California. 

The trial began on July 5, 1949, in the Federal District Court in San Francisco 
with Judge Roche presiding. Jury selection proceeded with unexpected 
speed and was completed within two hours. Eight non-whites (six Black 
Americans, two Asian Americans) were on the first jury list, but prosecutors 
used peremptory challenges to remove all eight. Prosecutors were allowed 
12 more peremptory challenges, but as soon as the panel was all-white, 
prosecutors announced acceptance. (Special Prosecutor Thomas DeWolfe 
was an observer at an earlier treason trial for T omoya Kawakita in Los 
Angeles. The three jurors who held out longest against conviction were 
reported to be minority persons: A Black American, a Jewish American, and 
a Japanese American.) The defense also accepted the all-white jury of six 
men and six women. 
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The Prosecution 
Attorneys for the prosecution were Frank J. Hennessy, head of the Justice 

Department's Northern California office; Thomas DeWolfe, who had success-
fully convicted Mildred Gillars for treason; John Hogan, who accompanied 
Brundidge to Japan; and James Knapp, a new Justice Department lawyer. The 
prosecution was required to prove Iva T oguri committed treason as defined 
in the Constitution: "Treason against the United States shall consist only in 
levying war against them, or adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony 
of two witnesses to the same overt act . . . " (see Appendix A). 

Clark Lee opened the prosecution's case, testifying that Iva T oguri admitted 
to him she was a broadcaster at Radio Tokyo. However, Lee could only 
testify as to what she allegedly told him at that single interview, and he had 
no direct knowledge of what went on at Radio Tokyo. Co-accuser Harry 
Brundidge was present in San Francisco during the trial, but strangely enough, 
the prosecution did not call Brundidge to the witness stand . The reason 
became obvious when the next prosecution witness was cross-examined. 
FBI Agent Tillman testified he knew that a key witness before the Grand 
Jury, Hiromi Yagi, was bribed by Brundidge to falsely say he saw and heard 
Iva T oguri broadcasting anti-American statements (see Appendix C). Brundidge 
was not allowed to testify - apparently because the prosecutors, the de-
fense attorneys, and the judge all agreed that Brundidge was an unreliable 
witness. 

Several former soldiers testified they heard "Tokyo Rose" while stationed 
in the Pacific Theater, but they contradicted each other on the broadcaster's 
voice, accent, theme song, language, and time of program. The inconsistency 
was due to the fact that the soldiers actually heard different women, on 
different programs, at different times, broadcast from different locations. The 
ex-soldiers were actually identifying the legend of "Tokyo Rose", not the person 
on trial. None of the prosecution's American witnesses saw Iva Toguri commit 
the overt acts charged. Also, the prosecution did not present any recordings 
linking the defendant with the overt acts charged . 

Thus, the prosecution's case depended on the testimony of Japanese officials 
present at Radio Tokyo during the war. Shigetsugu Tsuneishi , former Lt. 
Colonel in the Japanese army and chief of propaganda broadcasting, testified 
under cross-examination that "Zero Hour'' was supposed to eventually contain 
propaganda, but it never got beyond the point of building listener interest 
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with appealing music. Tsuneishi said he waited for a Japanese battle victory 
to insert propaganda, but Americans won every battle after "Zero Hour'' was 
inaugurated, and he observed, "Propaganda broadcasts from the losing side 
were rather ineffectual." He said English-speaking women broadcasters were 
used on 13 Japanese-controlled radio stations besides Tokyo: Arai, Bandung, 
Bangkok, Hsinking, Korea, Manila, Nanking, Rangoon, Saigon, Shanghai, 
Singapore, Soerabaja, Taiwan. (The specific locations in Korea and Taiwan 
were not identified.) 

The critical witnesses for satisfying the constitutional requirement regarding 
treason conviction were two "ex-Americans'' who claimed they saw Iva Toguri 
engaged in broadcasting as charged. One was George Mitsushio, who was 
born in San Francisco, attended the University of California at Berkeley and 
Columbia University, but left for Japan in 1940 and eventually became the 
civilian chief of the "Zero Hour'' program. The other was Kenkichi Oki, who 
was born in Sacramento, attended St. Mary's College in Moraga and New York 
University, but left for Japan in 1939 and eventually became the production 
supervisor at Radio Tokyo. Both men claimed they changed nationality by 
signing their names in the Japanese family registry. According to the Jus 
Sanguinis laws of Japan, this action made them Japanese citizens; but they 
did not legally renounce their American citizenship before the U.S. Consul. 
They were technically citizens of both nations, and therefore were subject 
to treason charges by the United States. Oki testified he was not appearing 
voluntarily but had been brought forcibly to San Francisco by order of the 
U.S. Occupation Forces. Newspaper commentary focused on the irony of 
Iva T oguri being charged with treason because she insisted on retaining her 
American citizenship, while the key witnesses against her were "turncoats." 
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The Defense 
The main defense witnesses were the three former POWs who worked on 

the "Zero Hour'' program. Charles Cousens voluntarily came from Australia 
at his own expense to testify. Cousens, who had been previously cleared by 
Australian courts, testified he recruited Iva Toguri for the job, recalled he 
talked her into broadcasting by assuring her the program was "straight-out 
entertainment," and had said if she would "place herself under my orders, I 
would see to it that she did nothing harmful." He said only bright, pleasant 
music was played, and community sing-alongs were used as morale-building 
devices. Cousens said he wrote in British idiom, so Iva T oguri could not have 
spoken with the alleged American slang. 

Wallace Ince, who had been earlier cleared by the U.S. Army and promoted 
to major, corroborated Cousens' testimony. Ince was a cautious witness 
because of the Grand Jury's demand for his prosecution. Norman Reyes, who 
likewise had been cleared by the Philippine government, also confirmed 
Cousens' testimony and added he was so sure of Iva Toguri's loyalty he 
would have trusted her with his life. But prosecutors produced a statement 
signed by Reyes in 1948 which was inconsistent with his oral testimony. Reyes 
explained the FBI intimidated and frightened him into signing a fabricated 
statement during a 20-hour interrogation in Occupied Japan. But the judge 
ruled Reyes to be an unreliable witness, and disqualified all of Reyes' testimony. 

Yoneko Matsunaga, an American student stranded in Japan during the war, 
testified she was drafted to work as an announcer on the "German Hour" a 
program produced by the German Embassy in Tokyo, and that her broad~ts 
were similar to "Zero Hour." Also, Mark Streeter, an American construction 
worker captured on Wake Island, and John D. Provoo, an American army 
sergeant captured in Corregidor, testified they were forced to do broadcast 
work at Radio Tokyo like the defendant. None of the other American citizens 
who engaged in radio broadcast work for the Japanese were ever charged 
with treason. 

Three important defense witnesses were disqualified and removed from 
the witness stand by Judge Roche. The judge ruled their testimonies were 
not related to the case. They were Captain Edwin Kalbfleish, Jr., who was 
starved, beaten, and nearly executed for refusing to do radio work for the 
Japanese; Suisei Matsui, who operated a Japanese radio station in Java using 
English-speaking Indonesian women as announcers: Ken Murayama, who wrote 
scripts for Myrtle Liston to broadcast programs similar to "Zero Hour'' from 
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a Japanese radio station in Manila. 

As the final defense witness, Iva T oguri told her own story to the court. 
She emphasized she had no intent to betray the United States and believed 
she was only entertaining American troops. She said she retained her American 
citizenship and loyalty throughout the war years, despite threats and pressure. 
Iva T oguri was a sympathetic and convincing figure for the courtroom audience. 
The trial started out in the traditionally anti-Japanese mode: selection of 
an all-white jury, intentional use of the derogatory term "Jap," and segregation 
of Japanese and Caucasian witnesses into separate waiting rooms. But by the 
time the trial was nearing conclusion, courtroom spectators and newspaper 
reporters were nearly unanimously sympathetic to the defendant. In a straw 
vote, the press corps voted 9 to 1 for acquittal on all counts. This remarkable 
transformation was brought about solely through the persuasiveness of the 
defendant's case. In contrast to the present-day trials with racial or political 
overtones where defense support groups have helped to raise pertinent issues 
for the attorneys, judge, press, spectators (and jury indirectly through attorney's 
questions and remarks), there were no defense committees for Iva T oguri 
in 1949. 

Conviction and Sentence 
The trial lasted 56 days and cost the government over $500,000. It was 

the_ longest and most expensive trial on record at the time. The jury began 
deliberation on Monday, September 26, and in the early ballots they stood 
10 to 2 for acquittal on all counts. By Tuesday night, after 20 hours of debate, 
the jury came to a 6 to 6 deadlock and informed the judge that they were 
unable to reach a verdict. Judge Roche called the court into session at 10:15 p.m. 
that night, declined to rule a hung jury, and admonished the jurors until 
midnight, reminding them how long and expensive the trial had been for the 
government and appealing to their sense of patriotic duty. The jury deliberated 
two more days, and announced their verdict on September 29: innocent on 
seven counts; guilty on one count. She was convicted for one "Overt Act'': 
"That on a day during October 1944, the exact date being to the Grand Jurors 
unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation of Japan 
did speak into a microphone concerning the loss of ships" (see Appendix 8). 
There was an audible gasp of disbelief from the 100-plus spectators who had 
gathered expecting to celebrate an acquittal. 
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Iva Toguri was convicted for allegedly reading over the air, shortly after 
the Battle of Leyte Gulf, the words: "Orphans of the Pacific. You really are 
orphans now. How will you get home, now that all your ships are sunk?" The 
incongruous historic fact is that the Battle of Leyte Gulf was a resounding 
victory for the United States, and it is difficult to imagine how American 
troops could have been demoralized by such words. If anything, it must have 
sounded like hilarious comedy. 

On October 7, 1949, Judge Roche sentenced Iva Toguri to 10 years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. Loss of American citizenship was automatic according to 
law. Thus, at age 33, she lost the citizenship she so tenaciously preserved 
and the citizenship which caused her to be convicted of treason. Defense 
motions for mistrial, arrest of judgment, clemency, and bail pending appeal 
were all denied by Judge Roche. Supreme Court Justice William Douglas later 
granted bail for $50,000 pending appeal, but the money could not be raised. 
She said a final good-bye to her husband, who was in San Francisco for her 
trial, and was taken to Alderson Federal Reformatory for Women in West 
Virginia. Felipe d' Aquino was forced to sign a statement that he would never 
try to enter the United States again, and was taken back to Occupied Japan. 
Appeals based on denial of1 legal counsel, unlawful detention, denial of speedy 
trial, destruction of evidence, perjured testimony before the Grand Jury, denial 
of defense witnesses, misconduct by prosecutors, prejudicial instructions by 
the judge were all denied by the appellate courts. The Supreme Court 
rejected appeals for review three times in the next three years. 

The Continuing Ordeal (1956 - present) 
Iva T oguri was released from Alderson Federal Reformatory in January 1956, 

after serving six years and two months, with reduced time for good behavior. 
She was reported to have been a model prisoner. She went to live with her 
family in Chicago. Her return home might seem a final ending to her long 
struggle, but that was not to be. Promptly upon her release, the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service began deportation proceedings, claiming she was 
an "undesirable alien" and deportable under provisions of the McCarran-
Walter Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1952. She had served her 
sentence and presumably paid her debt to society, exile was not part of her 
sentence, and the 1952 law was ex post facto. Nonetheless, the government 
gave her 30 days to leave the United States, or be forcibly deported. She 
moved back to San Francisco in May 1956 to defend herself in the deportation 
hearings, living with the Collins family. In 1958, the Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service cancelled the deportation order, explaining they had nowhere to 
deport her since she held neither Japanese nor Portuguese citizenship. She re-
turned to Chicago to live with her father and work in the family store. Reunion 
with her husband was not possible. The United States refused to grant 
d'Aquino an entrance visa; and if she left the country as a stateless person, 
she could not expect to return. Despite these barriers, they have not divorced 
in deference to their Catholic religion. 

In 1968, the Justice Department demanded payment of the $10,000 fine. 
However, she was without assets and worked only for subsistence in the 
family store. A Federal District Court in Chicago ordered her to surrender 
the cash value of two life insurance policies. The Chicago Japanese Civic 
Association Credit Union granted a loan equal to the cash value fof $4,745, 
and the fine was partially satisfied. In 1971, the Justice Department again 
summoned her into court to demand payment of the balance of $5,255. 
Attorney Jira Yamaguchi represented her in the Chicago proceedings; but 
Wayne M. Collins remained as associate counsel, and Collins blasted the 
government for capricious harassment. Collins charged the government must 
have billions of dollars in fines which they never try to collect. On November 
14, 1972, the Seventh United States District Court of Appeals denied her a 
hearing to show why she could not be made to pay the remaining fine. 

Attorney Theodore Tamba filed a petition for executive clemency (pardon) 
with the President of the United States on June 7, 1954 (Dwight Eisenhower 
was President), but Tamba's petition was not answered. Collins filed a second 
petition for presidential pardon on November 4, 1968 (Lyndon Johnson was 
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President; Richard Nixon was elected one day later), but Collins' petition was 
not answered either. A petition for presidential pardon can be filed only once 
during a six-year period. 

Iva Toguri's father recently died, and his will stipulated that the remaining 
fine be paid from his estate. The government collected the last bit of 
retribution and closed her case. She is now 59 years of age, manages the 
family store for a living, and tries to remain as inconspicuous as possible. 
She is still a stateless person and she dreads publicity because every time 
articles appear in the newspapers about "Tokyo Rose," she receives threatening 
mail and telephone calls. 

The Legend of "Tokyo Rose" persists, but most of Iva T oguri's adversaries 
are now dead: Journalist Clark Lee died in 1953; Prosecutor Thomas DeWolfe 
in 1959; Journalist Harry Brundidge in 1961 ; Prosecutor Frank Hennessey in 
1968; Prosecutor John Hogan in 1968. Judge Michael Roche died in 1964. 
Her loyal defenders are also gone: Theodore Tamba died in 1973 and 
Wayne Collins in 1974. (The third defense counsel, George Olshausen, is 
living in Europe.) 
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EPILOGUE 

During her trial in 1949, there were no organized groups supporting 
Iva T oguri. While Japanese Americans may have sympathized with her 
predicament, there was very little they could effectively do to help while 
their own position in American society was under attack. As their hard struggle 
to gain fundamental rights progressed, Japanese Americans warmed up to 
the idea of supporting Iva T oguri, but it was an excruciatingly slow evolution. 
In 1957, William Hosokawa suggested in the Japanese American Citizens 
League (JACL} newspaper: "Perhaps it is time to acknowledge that she does 
indeed exist, and say firmly that we are interested in seeing that she gains 
justice." In 1969 proposals were initiated within JACL in support of Iva Toguri 
and also in 1974 a resolution was adopted by the National Council of the 
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) committing support for her 
(see appendix E) . Now the largest national human rights organization 
representing Americans of Japanese ancestry with 30,0CX) members through-
out the United States is supporting Iva T oguri . 

The general public also had difficulty supporting Iva Toguri during her 
trial. McCarthyism was beginning to sweep the country in 1949, and most 
people withdrew from involvement in controversial cases. Congressional 
committees started investigating alleged communists in government and 
the movie industry, loyalty oaths were imposed on college professors and 
the espionage trial of Judith Coplon and perjury trial of Alger Hiss were 
in progress (Hiss was recently readmitted to the practice of law). When the 
severe repression subsided a bit in 1957, a small support committee was 
formed in San Francisco during Iva Toguri's deportation hearing, but people 
were still afraid to become involved. 

Wayne M. Collins, Jr., has lived with the T oguri case since childhood, 
and when his father died he took over as Iva T oguri' s attorney and chief 
advocate. He is planning to file another petition for executive clemency with 
the President of the United States. With the support of the American people, 
Iva Toguri has a good chance to redeem her name and regain her precious 
American citizenship. Iva T oguri deserves justice. She has suffered enough. 
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APPENDIX A 

CONSTITUTION 
OF THE UNITED ST A TES 
OF AMERICA 

Article Ill, Section 3: 

Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war against 
them, or adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person 
shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses 
to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. The Congress shall 
have power to declare the punishment of treason, but no attainder of treason 
shall work corruption of blood, or forteiture except during the life of the 
person attainted. 

(Definition of Corruption of Blood: The effect of an attainder upon a person 
which bars him/her from inheriting, retaining, or transmitting any estate, 
rank, or title.) 

Amendment VI: 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of 
counsel for his defense. 
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APPENDIX B 

CHARGES AGAINST 
IVA TOGURI 

That said defendant committed each and every one of the overt acts herein 
described with treasonable intent and for the purpose of, and with the intent 
in her to adhere to and give aid and comfort to the Imperial Japanese 
Government. 

Overt Act I: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan discussed with another person the proposed participation of 
defendant in the radio broadcasting program. 
(Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act II: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being .to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did discuss with employees of the said corporation the nature 
and quality of a specific proposed radio broadcast. 
(Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act Ill: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did speak into a microphone regarding the introduction of a 'program 
dealing with a motion picture involving war. 
(Verdict: INNOCENT) 
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Overt Act IV: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did speak into a microphone referring to enemies of Japan. (Verdict: 
INNOCENT) 

Overt Act V: 

Between March 1, 1944 and May 1, 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did prepare a script for subsequent radio broadcast concerning the 
loss of ships. (Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act VI: 

That on a day during October 1944, the exact date being to the Grand 
Jurors unknown, the defendant in the offices of the Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan did speak into a microphone concerning the loss of ships. (Verdict: 
GUILTY) 

Overt Act VII: 

That on or about May 23, 1945, the defendant in the offices of the Broad-
casting Corporation of Japan did prepare a radio script for subsequent 
broadcast. (Verdict: INNOCENT) 

Overt Act VIII: 

That on a day between May 1, 1945 and July 31, 1945, the exact date 
being to the Grand Jurors unknown, defendant in the offices of the Broad-
casting Corporation of Japan did engage in an entertainment dialogue with 
an employee of the Broadcasting Corporation of Japan for radio broad-
cast purposes. (Verdict: INNOCENT) 
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APPENDIX C 

Excerpts from a Letter to the President of the Unitd States 
Which Accompanied a Petition for Executive Clemency 
By Theodore Tamba, Attorney at Law, June 7, 1954 

The most shocking experience I had was the alleged conduct of a man 
named Harry Brundidge, a newspaperman . .. (who) accompanied to Japan 
a man named Hogan, an attorney for the Justice Department . . . Mr. Brundidge 
is alleged to have deliberately bribed witnesses by promises of trips to the 
United States and other gifts. While Brundidge was in Japan with Hogan, he 
made contact with (Hiromi) Yagi who was induced to come to the United 
States as a witness for the United States Government, and who testified before 
the United States Grand Jury ... 

My investigation developed that Yagi was then an employee of the Japanese 
Travel Bureau ... and I went to the Japanese Travel Bureau and there met 
Yagi. I then asked (Yagi) what he knew about the case of alleged treason 
against (Iva Toguri) . (Yagi) then gave me a narrative of one of the most 
obviously fictitious stories I have ever heard in my professional career. 
Finally, under questioning by me, Yagi stated that this was a story he and 
Brundidge had concocted ... 

I had the occasion (to meet a man named Toshikatsu Kodaira, a Japanese 
newspaperman working for the United Press in Tokyo). Mr. Kodaira then 
proceeded to narrate the events truthfully and his statements are supported 
by his deposition on file in the United States District Court in Northern 
California, much of which was not allowed in evidence. (Kodaira stated 
he accompanied Yagi to a meeting with Brundidge, and that Brundidge 
attempted to bribe both of them with whiskey, clothing, and a trip to the 
United States.) Kodaira was summoned by the (United States) Occupation to 
the Office of Occupation Intelligence Service and there he confronted Yagi, 
who admitted that the testimony he (Yagi) gave before the United States 
Grand Jury was pure fiction . Kodaira produced the suit of clothes given him 
by Brundidge. The trousers and coat bore the name of Harry Brundidge. 
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APPENDIX D 

Excerpts from a Letter to the President of the United States 
Which Accompanied a Petition for Executive Clemency 
By Wayne M. Collins, Attorney at Law, November 4, 1968 

There was no trick or device to which the government's agents would not 
or did not resort in seeking an undeserved conviction ... They seized two 
of the Australian witnesses (Maj. Charles Cousens and Sgt. Kenneth Parkyns) 
who had notified the Attorney General that Iva (T oguri) was guiltless of 
any act against the interests of the United States and that they offered to 
testify on her behalf. Both were former prisoners of war held by the Japanese 
at the Bunka Prisoner of War Camp in Tokyo. Two F.B.I. agents seized them 
on their arrival from Australia and secreted them in a locked room at the 
Pan American Airway Terminal at the San Francisco Airport and subjected 
them to interrogation and attempted to browbeat them into refusing to 
testify for the defendant. They held those Australian ex-soldiers incommunicado 
until counsel for the defendant was informed by a Customs officer that the 
agents had taken the two Australian passengers to that room. Thereupon, 
counsel for the defendant broke through the locked door, irrupted into the 
room and brought the tete-a-tete to an abrupt climax and halt. 

On March 1. 1949, the defendant filed a notice of motion for an order of 
court of the issuance of subpoenas to be served on 43 witnesses for the 
defendant in Japan for the taking of their depositions. To obtain such an order 
on behalf of the improverished defendant at government expense, the defen-
dant was required by court rule to file an affidavit specifying therein the name 
and address of such witnesses and a statement of the testimony expected 
to be elicited from them. Immediately following the service of such a notice 
and affidavit on counsel for the prosecution, the names and addresses 
and contents of the affidavit revealing the testimony expected to be elicited 
from each of the 43 witnesses was teletyped to the Justice Department and 
relayed to F.B.I. agents in Tokyo. Thereupon, F.B.I. agent Fred Tillman 
accompanied by one or two M.P.'s called upon a majority of the witnesses 
and coerced them to sign statements containing a multitude of falsities. 
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APPENDIX E 

NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN 
CITIZENS LEAGUE RESOLUTION 
Adopted by the National Council on July 27, 1974 
at the 23rd Biennial National Japanese American 
Citizens League Convention in Portland, Oregon. 

WHEREAS, Iva T oguri was the victim of wartime hysteria and became a 
scapegoat for her alleged role as "Tokyo Rose" for those forces which sought 
to foster vengeance and national retribution; and 

WHEREAS, Iva Toguri suffered imprisonment, embarrassment, and physical 
and mental anguish for alleged acts of treason; and 

WHEREAS, it is now apparent that much of the evidence and the conduct 
of her trial were highly questionable and prejudicial and that in view of the 
motivations and climate of public hysteria at the time of the trial the verdict 
is a blot on the integrity of American jurisprudence; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Japanese American Citizens 
League, meeting at its 23rd Biennial National Convention in Portland, Oregon, 
July 23 to 27, 1974, recognize that Iva Toguri was unjustly tried and convicted 
in the aftermath of World War II; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the JACL offer to Iva Toguri and her family 
its belated apology for long silence and inaction; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the JACL use its leadership, manpower, and 
resources to correct the miscarriage of justice in Iva T oguri's case by seeking 
all executive or other remedies available under the law; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the JACL personally contact Iva T oguri to 
apprise her of the action of the National Council, and to ask whether she 
desires, consents to, or accepts any help from the National organization. 
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