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. Janu.ry 12, 19'76 

MEMORANDUM TO DOUG SMITH 

FROMt 

SUBJECT, 

OWEN ANDERSON 

Tetephou• call from Wayne Horiuchi of 
the Japaneae..A.merican Cltlcena Lea,ue 
(223-1240) re: Executive Order # 90 66 

Mr.. Hol"lucht waa ca:Ulng to tlnd out the statue of tbetr r•queet for 
the ree,cleelon of No. 906 ~, Japaueee--Amerlcaaui interred in Japan 
during World War II. 

I told hlm that lt wea under very eerlou• coneld•ratlon, but that 
no final declelon had been made to my knowledge. He suggested 
that if something was going to be dOlie, it ehould be done In the 
Oval Office 1ft • 1hon ceremon~ l thing tbat would include eome 
Japaneee-.Amerlcana .. 

He aald there were some other datea other than the 19th which. of 
courae,. is the date they epecUically requested. He •uggeeted the 
following: January 21 ... wa• when the public law tor the interment 
of the japane•e; March 26 • .. the flr1t evacuee moved and interred. 

On March 11, NBC l• doing a TV produ.ctlon "Farewell to Manalaughtor" 
based on the relocatloii of Japaneae...A.merlcana .. 

• 



Dear Mrs. Anderson: 

Pursuant to our discussion 
the other day with respect to 
the "Tokyo Rose" case, I have 
enclosed several editorials 
which explain the circumstances 
and JACL's support for her. 

Thank you for your thought-
fulness and we'll be in touch 
with you later on this. _ 

AREA CODE 202 

223-1240 

1730 RHODE ISLAND AVE .. NW 

SUITE 204 

WASH INGTON. D . C . 20036 

• 
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'TokyO,Rose/ eCho of historY 
• I • :• 

, .. 

. . 
That Tokyo Rose is drawing attention two and • tu~uese national in 1945) was released after 

a ·half decades after her conviction for treason having been imprisoned by the U.S. for more 
must seem anachronistic, if not downright than a year and after the Army and the Justice 
mystifying, to that half of today's_ Ameri_can Department initially cleared her_. Two years 
population that was not alive in 194.5. • • later, after the government finally had had to 

The Japanese American Citizens League, with appeal publicly for the witnesses required to - I 
30,000 members, has underway cl campaign to prosecute for treason, she was re-arrested, 
secure a presidential pardon for Iva Toguri taken to San Francisco and indicted - a move 
b'Aquino. But it is likely to be a futile effort - strenuously backed by several veterans organi- 1 

the imagery of the notorious nickname; Tokyo zations and by Walter Winchell, among others. 
Rose is still too vivid -to that other half of the • • .. "Go,vernment peremptory challenges ex-
popuiace for whom World War II was an indel- • . duded any but Caucausian jurors. Defense wit-
ible event. . ' 1 ·: nesses testified they were threatened and 

• The Wall Street Journal's Edwin McDowell .-. ••. · intimidated by government officials. An FBI 
• recently re-examined _the case of Tokyo Rose. agent admitted that one ·government witn·ess 

,:We're convinced that she was unfairly singled confessed that he had been bribed to testify 
out and wrongly convicted," David Ushio, direc- - • • • falsely .against Mrs. D'Aquino before the grand , 
tor of the citizens league, told the ·reporter; and jury ... ·,"the Journal story recounts. 
Mr. McDowell says a lengthy review of the The principal eyewitnesses to -Mrs. D' Aqui-
record strongly .suggests that Mrs. D'Aqu~o's no's "treason" were two of her-Japanese superi-
defenders may be right._ • • ors at Radio Tokyo, "both of them American-

This is touchy business. Only Mrs. D'Aquino born citizens who renounced their U.S. citizen-
and 23 other Americans have been convicted of ship after going to Japan in the 1930s." All of the 
treason since 1795. To intimate that a miscar- other female announcers at Radio Tokyo during 
riage of justice may have occurred in the venge- the war were let off and two of them subsequent-
ful mood of the postwar years will be decidedly ly were allowed to return to live in the United 
uncongenial to some people. • States. _ ·' • 

Iva Toguri was a graduate of UCLA: she was Mrs. D'Aquino was convicted of one count of 
caught in Japan visiting a sick relative when the trying to undermine American morale during 
war began. She barely understood the language wartime, though it took the jury three attempts 
and was under surveillance of the secret police. • to come in with a guilty verdict. She went to 
In late 1943, she began working as a secretary at prison for six year~. Mrs. D'Aquino, now 59, 
Radio Tokyo. About .30 Allied POWs were also lives in Chicago: She is reluctant to assist her 
there; cooperating under threat of death. When own cause. "I've learned to live with what hap-

. the 75-minute programs designed to erode the pened to me," she says, "to accept it like ·an ill-
morale of American forces were begun, an Aus- ness." . . 
tralian major told the Japanese bosses he want- An election year is not a good time for seeking , 
ed her to help with the announcing because;he a presidential pardon for a person convicted of 
said, lie trusted her to support the POW's efforts treason. But after reading -Mr. McDowell's arti- •· 
to minimize the propaganda content of the cle, we are persuaded that the case of "Tokyo ' 
broadcasts. Rose" does merit official consideration. 

So she was drafted for the job. There were Two days after Mrs. P'Aquino was -sentenced 
other people with U.S. citizenship at the station in 1949, a small Japanese-American newspaper 
- Mrs. D' Aquino alone refused to renounce that contended that the government was "punishing 
citizenship. Had she done so; it is probable she a legend rather than the human being who stood 
would not have been brought to trial after the in the dock of justice." 
war. In addition, there were as many as a dozen On the possibility that such may have peen 
"Tokyo Roses" - the single name was coined _ true, it is consonant with our sense of justice to 
by U.S. troops for women who broadcast over re-examine whether injustice was done. Ac-
the station. • '" knowledging error is a mark of maturity, in na-

After the war, Iva Toguri (who married a Por- tioos as ~ndividuals. -
S-1 . 

- . :c m d rttftr f'Mdt ~itllr'MC"t& 

• 
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The Case of 'Tokyo Rose' i . 
...: 

By EDWIN MCDOWELL 
Twenty years ago last month Iva Toguri 

D' Aquino was_ freed from federal prison af-
ter serving more than six years of a 10 
year sentence. Hers was no ordinary 
crime: She was one of the 24 Americans 
convicted of treason since 1795. And Mrs'. 
D'Aquino is anything bui. an ordinary ex-
convict: She is the notorious Tokyo Rose. 

Tokyo Rose I The very name conjures 
up memories of a femme fatale broadcast• 
ing a mixture, o_f music and propaganda to 
American fighting men. So it may come as 
a shock to learn that a growing number qf 
Americans are convinced that Iva Toguri 
D'Aquino .. born as it happens on the Fo~rth 
of July, was not a turncoat but a scapegoat 
-a victim of post-war hysteria who 1n this 
Bicentennial year deserves a presidential 
pardon. Moreover, a lengthy review of her 
case strongly suggests that Mrs. 
D'Aquino's defenders may well be right. . 

"We're convinced that she was unfairly 
singled out and wrongly convicted," says 
David Ushio, executive director of the 30,· 
000-member Japanese American Citizens 
League, which is actively' campaigning for 
the presidential pardon .. 

That might be much more difficµlt to 
achieve 'than it sounds. For one thing, 
many important figures involved in the 
case have died, including Mrs. D'Aquino's 
two principal lawyer~. Moreover, the pub-
lic appears to be growing weary of charges 
that U.S. justice is always to blame in im-
portant trials with political overtones. ;Ei'i-· 
nally, Mrs. D' Aquino, 59, who lives a life of 
relativl! anonymity 1n Chicago, is reluctant 
to assist her own cause. 

She continues to maintain her innocence 
but she has little faith that she will be par-
doned, ,especially since tw~ • earlier pet_!• 
tions for clemency were denied . And she 1s 
fearful of stirririg up those persistent anony-
mous hate letters and telephone calls. 
"I've learned to live with what happened to 
me," she says, "to accept it like an ill-
ness.'' 

"Jt's the worst, the absolute worst case 
1 know of in American history," her law-
yer, Wayne "M. Collins; fold this reporter 
shortly before he died in 1974. "When the 
truth finally comes out about 1va:, Ameri-
cans will hang their heads in shame," 
echoed Theodore Tamba, her other lawyer 
who also has since died. Both San Fran-
cisco attorneys were so . c·onvinced of her 
inn.ocence that thej represented her free of 
charge for almost 25 years. • 

The first of many ironies in the Tokyo 
Rose case is that there never was anyone 
named Tokyo Rose. That nickname was 
coined by G.I.'s in the Pacific who listened 
to English-speaking female' announcers 
from Japanese stations in Tokyo and a 
dozen other nations. Iva D'Aquino was one 
of the many broadcasters over Radio To-
kyo. As the U.S. government noted in its 
Oct. 21, 1946 announcement (later re-
versed) that it was dropping plans to pro-
secute her, "Tokyo Rose" was a "com-
posite person with at )east a dozen voices." 
An Accident of Fate 

That the Los Angeles-born UCLA gradu-
ate wound up in Japan at all during the 
war can be attributed to fate. When a let-
ter arrived in June 1941 from an uncle. in 
Japan saying that his wife was !11, it was 
decided that Iva would visit her on behalf 
of the family. 

U.S. government documents reveal that 
she sailed for Japan on July 15, 1941 with a 

1 certificate of identification authorizing a 

J 
six months slay, her application for a pass-
port not having been acted upon by the 
State Department. Forty-five ·days after 

) she arrived she again applied for a U.S. 
passport. Her application was forwarded 
from the American consulate ln Tokyo to 
Washington. 

Meanwhile, relations between the U.S. 
·and Japan continued to deteriorate. On 
Dec. 1 she received a cable from her 
father telling ller to book passage on the 
liner Tatsuta Maru sailing for the U.S. the 
next day. Official records show that she 
couldn't obtain the necessary clearances in 
time , nor in time to book passage on a re-
patriation sliip that left in February 1942. 
By the time another ship left in September, 
she couldn't afford the fare. Nor could she 
write home from an enemy nation for 
mnr-,..,.- a:-•d iri ony <'" sc hC'r fa mil~· r'ld 

zona (where 
wards). 

her mother died soon after- lion words, cost some $750,000 and involved 

Trapped in a country whose language 
she barely · understood, she, eventualy 
found a job In mid-1942 with . Domei news 
agency. In January 1943 she went to work 
as a clerk-typist for the Danish legation; , ' 

Convicted of treason 20 
years ago, she still main-
tains her innocence. And 
she's probably right. 

71 witnesses plus depositions from 19 wit-
nesses in Japan. It was the longest treason 
trial in U.S. history, and it was hardly a 
proceeding of which -the U.S. can be proud. 

Government preemptory challenges ex-
cluded any but Caucasian jurors. Defense 
witnesses testified theY, were threatened 
and intimidated by government officials. 

. ·An FBI agent admitted that one govern-
ment witness confessed that he had been 
bribed to testify falsely against Mrs. 
D'Aquino before the grand jury. A deposi-

seven months later she also took a p·art- tion from an AP reporter in Japan as-
time secretarial job at Radio Tokyo. All serted that a government witness tried to 
the while she was under surveillance of the bribe him to testify falsely against the de-
secret police, who regularly dropped in for fendant. _ , 
reports on .her whereabouts. They also sug- By the time of the trial only 13 scripts 
_g~sted that she become a Japanese citizen, or records of the 340 Zero Hour broadcasts 
otherwise · she would be under constant recorded by Federal Broad,cast Intelli-
scrutiny and suspicion as an enemy alien gence Service monitoring st:a.tions were 
and denied food rations. available to the defense. '< The others had 

A former master sergeant in the secret been "routinely destroyed." Orie of the few 
police later swore in a deposition that Mrs. that hadn't began: "Here•~ the first blow 
D'Aquino constantly said Japan would lose at your morale, the Boston Pops orches-
the war, despite his warning that it was not tra." · Even government witnesses from 
good to talk that way. Japan denied that Iva D'Aqu1no made in-

Of all the civilians working at Radio To- flammatory or treasonous remarks. 
kyo, she alone refused to renouncE/ her U.S. Acquittal Seemed Likely , 
citizenship. Had she in fact become a Japa-
nese citizen it's unlikely she would have When the jury began its deliberations, 
been tried for treason.--- • an informal poll among Bay Area report-

Some 30 POWs of various nationalities ers who covered the trial every day pro-
were assigned to Radio Tokyo and forced duced a 9-to-1 vote for acquittal. As it 
to cooperate under ,penalty of death. The turned o\lt the jury had b_een 10 to 2 for ac-
ranking POW, · Australian Major Charles quittal, another time only one juror was 
Cousens, testified that Iva D'Aquino often convinced of Mrs. D' Aquino's guilt. Only 
smuggled them food, medicine and news after the judge asked them to try a third 
from the out.side world. U.S. Army Capt. time, reminding them of the tim~ and ex-

-Wallace Ince testified similarly at her trial pense, did the jury finally reach a verdict. 
-and recently repeated his testimony- Iva D'Aquino was guilty of one count of 
adding that she smuggled in a blanket for trying to undermine American morale dur-

• a ·sick prisoner. ing wartime. Specifically, she was guilty of 
Both officers testified that when the broadcasting the following words after the 

Japanese ordered them to expand a 15 battle of Leyte Gulf (the greatest naval 
minute music program ("Zero Hour'-') into battle in history, which resulted in the vir-
75 minutes of news, commentary, POW tual destruction of the Japanese fleet} : 
messages and music designed to l(!wer G.I. "Orphans of the Pacific, you are really or-
morale, the prisoners had ·no alternative- · phans now. How will you get home now 
except to try to minimize the propaganda that all your ships are sunk?" Asked if the 
quotient. jurors ever considered acquitting her, the 

Because Major Cousens came to trust jury foreman replied: "If ;t had been pos-
Iva Toguri (who married a Portuguese na- - sible under the judge's instructions, we 
tional in April 1945), he told his Japanese would have done so." 
bosses he wanted her to play the records. The two principal eyewitnesses to Mrs. 
When she learned she had been drafted as D'Aquino's "treason" were two of her Jap-
an ann~uncer,_ she pro~ested but Cousens anese superiors at Radio Tokyo- both of 
told her ·sbe had no chmce. He assured her them American-born citizens who re-
that he and Captain Ince would write all nounced their U.S. citizenship after going to 

, her scripts and see that they were free of Japan in the 1930s. Moreover, the wife of 
propaganda. So aft~r Cousen~ coach~d her one of the two herself broadcast over Ra-
briefly in announcing tec~qu~s, m _No- dio Tokyo as the "Saturday night party 
vember 1943 she began playing six to eight girl " It was her husband who fingered Iva 
songs a night. Ultimately she began re_fer- D'A.quino to newsmen as Tokyo Rose. 
• t h If "O ha Ann " the ruck ring o _erse as rp n • • One or two U.S. newspapers commented 

name corned by Cousens. \ at the time on the irony of two admitted 
It's _debatable how successfully the turncoats accusing of treason the only ci-

POWs undermined the propaganda ordered vilian at Radio Tokyo who refused to re-
by Japanese authorities, although the i:ec- nounce her U.S. citizenship. All the other 
ord indicates that they tried. It _also shows female announcers were let off. Two of 
they were beaten, threatened with execu- them were subsequently allowed back in 
tion, and two recalcitrant POWs - were the U.S. and currently reside on the West 
hauled away to be executed. After the war Coast. 
Captain-Ince was promoted to Major in the 
U.S. Army and Major Cousens was e.cquit-
ted of treason charges in Australia. 

A confidential memo from tbe Army le-
gal section of April 17, 1946 said': ;'There is 
no evidence that [Iva D'Aquino] ever 
broadcast greetings to units by name and 
location; or predicted military movements 
or attacks indicating access to secret mili-
tary information and plans .... " That same 
confidential memo added: "There is evi-
dence that (Mrs. D'Aquino) found this work 
distasteful." 

Mrs. D'Aquino was released after inj-
tially being cleared by the Army and the 
Justice Departfnent, and after having been 
imprisoned virtually incommunicado for 
more tl)an a year without bail or benefit of 
legal counsel. For two years the FBI 
. vainly tried to find the two witnesses nec-
essary to prosecute her for treason; the 
government finally appealed publicly for 
witnesses. Twenty-two months later, dur-
ing which time her reapplication for a U.S. 
passport provoked angry blasts from Wal-
ter Winchell and several veterans' organi-
zations, she was rearrested, brought to San 
Francisco and indicted by a federal grand 
jury. 

The trial , charging her with e ight overt 
;irtc of trC'a on. O)'·''l"d :n July 1n1n l~<IP<i 

After her parole from prison at Alder-
son, .W.Va., the government tried to -deport 
Mrs. D' Aquino as an alien. But the contra-
diction ot trying to deport a native born 
Am~rican, who had been convicted of trea- ! 
son precisely because she had been a U.S. 
citizen, drew so much criticism that even-
tually the government abandoned that at-
tempt. 

Iva D'Aquino's supporters have no illu-
sions that a presidential pardon will undo 
the -years she spent in prison or recover 
the fine-that was paid in tun last summer. 
But it would restore her citizenship. 
Mainly, though, it would be tacit acknowl-
edgement that in singling her out, the gov-
ernment-as a small Japanese American 
newspaper put it two days after she was 
sentenced- was "punishing a legend rather 
than the human being who stood in the 
dock of justice." 

"Maybe if I knew how things were : 
going to work out I might not have come 
home, I might have gone somewhere else," 
sighed Mrs. D 'Aquino recently. "But even 
then, I doubt it. America is my ho111e, it 
will always be my home, and I never did 
anything disloyal toward the country I 
love." 

• 
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Clemency Due in · 'Tokyo Rose' Case 
"And earthly power doth then show likest 

,od's, 
When mercy seasons justice," -WILLIAM 

:HAKESPEARE 

HOW WOULD YOU like to be haunted by" a 
urious legend? How would you like to be labeled 
,e "Tokyo Rose" of World War II? 
What if the legend resulted in your conviction 

)r treason in 1949? After a 56-day trial that cost 
,e U. S. government a half-million dollars, you 
pent six years and two months in a federal re-
)rmatory. 
You settle in Chicago. You are subject to de-

ortation threats and property confiscation. There 
eems no end to your misery. 
Ironically, in this Bicentennial year, you will 

,ark your 60th birthday next July 4-a date so 
•recious to the free American way of life. And you· 
,ere an American until your treason conviction. 

Born in Los Angeles, Calif., y9u attended public 
chools there and received a zoology degree in 
une 1941 from the University of California at Los 
,ngeles. Following your graduation, your family 
1ade a tragic decision. You were sent to Japan to 
are for a seriously ill aunt. You were stranded 
1ere when war erupted -Dec. 7, 1941, between 
apan and the United States. 

YOU WERE ALONE and without funds. Under 
,ressure from the Japanese and understanding it 
,as a covert burlesque, you read scripts pre-
1ared by a trio of Allied prisoners of war over 
ladio Tokyo. You were one of 14 women in--
·olved in the broadcasts. Unknown to you, 
1merican Gls applied the label "Tokyo Rose" 10 

By ROBERT PATTRIDGE 

This opinion column is by the editorial page 
editor of The Denver Post. 

all female broadcasters heard on Japanese radio 
stations. • 

Evidence has since shown there was no single 
person known as "Tokyo Rose." But you became 
the scapegoat. The only one accused. 

You received the most publicity. You were 
jailed by American authorities. During 12 months 
imprisonment in Japan you were never informed 
of any charges, you were denied legal counsel, 
·denied speedy trial and prohibited from sending 
or receiving mail. 

On Oct. 26, 1946, you were released. The case 
appeared closed. You settled in Tokyo with your 
husband, a Portuguese citizen, and became 
pregnant. 

Desiring to see your family and have your chilcl 
born in your native United States, you tried to 
return home. You became the eye of a hurricane 
of protest. Walter Winchell and assorted America 
First organizations campaigned against you. 

Aug. 26, 1948, you were arrested again in 
Tokyo and charged with treason. You were 
brought to San Francisco for trial where finally 
you received counsel. The. lawyers served with-
out pay. ' 

A Grand Jury first refused to indict unless other 
American citizens involved at Radio Tokyo were 
charged. Eventually, the jury returned an eight-
count indictment against you. 

The trial followed. After three days of delibera-. 
tions, a jury found you innocent of seven counts; 

guilty on one count. The jury found you guilty of 
one overt act: "That on a day during October 
1944, the exact date being to the Grand Jurors 
unknow, defendant in the offices of the Broad-
casting Corporation of Japan did speak into a 
microphone concerning the loss of ships." 

Specific? Pretty vague. Where were the scripts, 
recordings, witnesses? Who heard you mouth 
those words? 

You were sentenced to 10 years, fined $10,000 
and lost your American citizenship. The Supreme 
Court rejected your appeals. Your husband, who 
attended the trial, was taken back to occupied 
-Japan. He had signed a statement saying he 
would not re-enter the United States. 

You served your time. Your fine was eventually 
paid by your family. You try to live inconspi-
cuously in Chicago but the legend of "Tokyo 
Rose" haunts you. 

Two of your lawyers are dead. The other 
moved out of the country. You continue to pro-
claim your innocence. Who will listen? 

FORTUNATELY, you are not Iva Togurl 
d'Aquino. Was she unjustly tried and convicted? 
Yes, resounds the Japanese American Citizens 
league which has scores of members in Colora-
_do. The JACL seeks to restore her constitutional 
rights through executive clemency or other legal 
·means. 

It is time for clemency. It is past time. The 
mercy English poet Shakespeare wrote so elo-
quently of needs to be settled on this case. 

Iva Toguri d'Aquino, victim of a legend, has 
paid a price deserving of renewed American clti-
~zenship. _ 

Kari Theisen
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On Juiy 4, when America cele-
brates its 20oth birthday, Iva Ikuko 
Togtrri d'Aquino will be 60 years old. 
She is better known to Americans by 
a name she apparently never used, 
"Tokyo Rose." . 

Across the page a Denver Post 
article relates some of the details of 
Mrs. d'Aquino's life. The Japanese 
American Citizens League, a Main-
la..,d group, has mounted a cam-
paign to gain clemency and restore 
American citizenship to Mrs. d'Aqui-
no. 

THE LEAGUE has published a 
booklet called, "Iva Toguri d'Aqui-
no: Victim of a Legend," which 
makes the case that in her convic-
tion for treason in 1949, she was "a 
casualty of the prejudices, stere-
otypes and social mores" of the 
World ·war II period and just after. 

A re-reading of news reports of the 
trial in San Francisco suggests she 

• was not guilty of treason, as many 
observers at the time agreed. Und~r 
the circumstances, the decision of 
the _U.S. government .to prosecute 
Mrs. d'Aquino may have been un-
fair. 

Because she dung firmly to her 
American citizenship when stranded 
as a young woman in Japan at the 
start of World War II , Mrs. d'Aquino 
was harassed by the Japanese gov-
ernment and people. She was forced 
to subsist in a hostile environment 
on her only m2rketable skill - use 
of the English language - first as a 
typist for Radio Tokyo and then as 
an announcer under Japanese Army 
orders. 

. Because she clung firmly to her 
American citizenship and tried to re-
turn to this country at the end of the 
war (after a year held incommunica_-
do without charges in a war crimes 
prison) she was tried and perhaps 

. : -~justly convicted of treason. 
HER STORY is fraught with sad 

ironies. At the start of the war she 
tried to return to the U.S. but missed 
a place on the repatriation ships • 
from Japan because the • American 
Embassy disputed her citizenship 
and she was penniless. Had she re-
turned she would have been interned 
with other Japanese-Americans in a 
.. relocation camp." Her mother died 

in such a camp at Gila River, 
Arizona. 

More than ten women who spoke 
on Japanese ra9-,io were known by 
the GI-invented name "Tokyo 
Ro£e," but only Mrs. d'Aquino was 
prosecuted. The three allied POW 
officers who wrote the scripts and ·'.· 
chose Mrs . d'Aquino to read them 
because she had befriended them 
were never prosecuted. 

The two witnesses required by the 
U.S. Constitution to prove an act of 
treason were both Japanese-Ameri-
can "turncoats" who renounced ' 
their U.S. citizenship in Japan, as 
Mrs. d'Aquino never did. 

AFTER MRS-: d'AQUINO had 
served five years in prison and paid 
every penny she had for the fine for 
her conviction as traitor, the U.S. 
government tried to deport her as an 
undesirable alien. 

Mrs. d'Aquino said on the witness 
stand and insists today she was inno-
cent. She read scripts written by 
POWs which she says she · believed 
were · intended to mock Japanese 
propaganda efforts and claims never 
to have committed treason in act or 
intent. 

AT WORST, Mrs. d'Aquino was 
convicted on one vague count of 
treason out of eight charged, served 
time in prison and paid her "debt to 
society." If half the improprieties of _- : 
the prosecution in her trial charged • 
in the JACL booklet are true, the 
"debt" may be the other way 
around. 

Today, 30 years after the war, 
• Japan is our ally and its emperor 
visited the U.S. without incident. 
The mistreatment of Japanese-
Americans during the war is conven-
iently forgotten by most. It is hoped 

_ the "prejudices, stereotypes and so-
cial mores" of that time have been· 
set aside as well. 

Today, Mrs. d'Aquino lives quietly 
in Chicago, avoiding the public lime-
light. Perhaps this campaign to gain 
clemency will inconvenience her by 
focusing public attention on her 
again. But a valuable service, both 
real and symbolic, would be done by 
restoring to Mrs. Iva Toguri d'Aqui-
no her American citizenship . 

..... . 
' 
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Mon., Feb. 9, 1976 

Founded 1865 by Charles ond M. ·H. de Young 
George T. Cameron, Publisher 1925-55 

• Gordon Potes 
Monoging Editor 

Charles de Young Thie riot. 
Editor and Publishe; 

T cmpleton Peck 

Richard Thicriot 
Associate Editor 

Editorial Page Editor 
#;,,,,,,,,,,,c,,#,c,,,,,c,,,,,,,#,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 

t;clito:rca:tlls . 
l 

. The Af te:rlight 
·on Tokyo Rose 
• .THERE IS NOW overwhelming eYidence 

that the 1949 treason trial of lYa D'Aquino -
the American citizen who had the misfortune 
to be labeled Tokyo Rose - was indeed. as her 
attorneys have always claimed. "'one of the 
grossest and most disgraceful miscarriages of 
justice in the history of the federal courts." 

In a ~eries of Chronicle articles printed last 
week. reporters Jerry Carroll and Keith Power 
catalogued a damning list of blunders. half-
truths and lies that the u .S. eovernment used. 

• during that period between -the war and the 
rise' of i\IcCarthYism. to trv and convict a 
person wh~, by . al! account_s: was at the very 
least a passive v1ct1m of nations at war. 

There is good reason to believe. in fact. that 
she was a heroine who actively and consistent-
ly told her Japanese captors that they would 
lose the war; that she resisted extreme pressure 
to become a Japanese citizen: and that she used 
her job on Japanese radio to water down anti-
American propoganda. 

,,. 

---- --- ---- ---- - ·-

- THIS NEWSPAPER'S REVIEW of tbe 
Tokyo Rose affair, the first major attempt 
we're aware of • to get at the unfortuna~e 
factual record, details the post-war hysteria 
and understandable circumstances that found 
a Los Angeles county native, a pre-med 
graduate of UCLA. in the dock on charges of 
treason. The inventory shows that the proceed-
'ina was marred by bribery. government 
ob~truction, unscrupulous journalism. miss_ing 

• evidence, mistaken identity, witness int1m1da-
tion, the violation of constitutional safeguards. 
racism, and pre-trial publicity of a sort that 
would lead to speedy reversal today. . 

Uncovered during this investigation was a 
. document written in -1946 by the iegal section 
of the staff of General of the Army Dou2las 
JlacA.rthur after a year-long examination 
conducted whfle :i.trs. D'Aquino was impris-
oned by occupation forces. The memo said that 
she was not Tokyo Rose. that indeed there \\·as 
no single Tokyo Rose. and that her actiYities no 
more than abstractly qualified as treason .. .\s a 
result, she was released from prison. 

Ironically: it was her determination to 
return to the United States that resulted two 
years later in her indictment here _ on the 
treason charge of which she was conncted. 

·* * * 
!\IRS. D'AQUINO. now living in Chicago. 

has spent eight-and-a-half years in prison_. ha~ 
paid a Sl0.000 fine, has b_een stripped ot her 
citizenship and bas surnved an attempt to 
deport her. Presidents Ei_s~nhower an~ .John-
son failed to act on petitions made tor her 
pardon. 

• 
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WASHINGTON , D . C . 20036 

Mrs. Gwen Anderson 
Deputy Assistant to CounselQr 
Hartmann 
West Wing-Basement 
The White House 
Washington , D. C. 20500 

·Y{HI'ra HOUSE MAIL 

:~,.f )~ 
Processed b'F, ,¥ f 

\ I 
l , -~ ...... 

• 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 19) 1976 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REM.ARKS OF THE PRES::::~.;Er•;T 
UPON THE SIGNING OF A PROCLAaATION 

FORMALLY RECOGNIZING EXECUTIVE ORDER 9066 
AS NULL AND VOID 

THE CABINET ROOM 

11:54 A.M. EST 

February 19th is the anniversary of a very, very 
sad day in American history. It was on that date in 1942 
that Executive Order 9066 was issued resultinf. in the uprootin~ 
of many, many loyal Americans. Over 100,000 persons of 
Japanese ancestry were removed from their homes, detained 
in special ca.1nps and eventually relocated. 

Ue now know what we should have known then -- not 
only was that evacuation wrong, but Japanese-Americans were 
and are loyal Americans. On the battlefield and at home 
the names of Japanese-Americans have been a.nd continue to 
be written in America's history for the sacrifices and 
the contributions they have made to the well-being and to 
the security of this, our common Nation. 

Executive Order 9066 ceased to be effective at 
the end of \vorld War II but there was no fcrmal statement 
of its termination. There remains some concern among 
Japanese-Americans that there yet may be some life in 
that obsolete document. The procla~ation I am signing 
here today should remove all doubt on that matter. 

I call upon the American people to affirm with 
me the unhyphenated American promise that we have learned 
from the traiedy of that l ong ago experience - · forever to 
treasure liberty and justice for each individual P..merican 
and resolve that this kind of error shall never be made 
at_2;ain. 

EHD (AT 11: 56 A. M. EST) 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 19, 1976 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKS OF THE PRES:~jE};T 
UPON THE SIGNING OF A PROCLAMATION 

FORMALLY RECOGNIZING EXECUTIVE ORDER 9066 
AS NULL AND VOID 

THE CABINET ROOM 

11: 54 A. M. EST 

February 19th is the anniversary of a very 1 very 
sad day in American history. It was on that date in 1942 
that Executive Order 9066 was issued resultinr, in the uprootinr. 
of many, many loyal Americans. Over 100,000 persons of 
Japanese ancestry were removed from their homes, detained 
in special camps and eventually relocated. 

He now know what we should have known then -- not 
only was that evacuation wrong, but Japanese-Americans were 
and are loyal Americans. On the battlefield and at home 
the names of Japanese-Americans have been and continue to 
be written in America's history for the sacrifices and 
the contributions they have made to the well-being and to 
the security of this, our common Nation. 

Executive Order 9066 ceased to be effective at 
the end of World War II but there was no formal statement 
of its termination. There remains some concern among 
Japanese-Americans that there yet may be some life in 
that obsolete document. The proclamation I am signing 
here today should remove all doubt on that matter. 

I call upon the American people to affirm with 
me the unhyphenated American promise that we have learned 
from the tragedy of that long ago experience -- forever to 
treasure liberty and justice for each individual American 
and resolve that this kind of error shall never be made 
again. 

END (AT 11:56 A.M. EST) 
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WAYNE K . HORIUCHI 

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

1730 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE. N .W . 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036 

{2021 223-1240 

N AT ION AL HEADQUARTERS . JACL 

DAVID E . USHIO , NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

1765 POST STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94115 

I 41s) 921-s22s 

February 23, 1976 

Mrs. Gwen Anderson 
Deputy Assistant to 

Coun selor Hartmann 
West Wing - Basement 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Gwen, 

On behalf of the Japanese American Citizens League, I 
wish to thank you for the extremely valuable assistance and 
support which you gave to us in the effort to terminate the 
authority of Executive Order 9066. 

It is, indeed, a great day to know that this ignominious 
symbol has been removed from the record . And, JACL can proudly 
acknowledge that you played a significant role in the rescission. 

Thank you for being a good friend of JACL. 

presentative 

WKH/llc 

FOR BETTER AMERICANS IN A GREATER AMERICA 
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PROCLAMATION 4417 

An ·American ·· Promise 

. . . - By the President of the United States of America 
\ . ~. 

'., .A Proclamation-, . 
.,. ·.- . . . .. 

In this Bicentennial Year, we ar-e commemorating· the anniversary dates ofinany 
of the great events in American history. An honest reckoning, however, must include 
a recognitio_n of our national mistakes as wen as 'our national achievements. Learning 
from our mistakes is not pleasant, but as a great. philosopher· once admonished, we : 
must do so if we want to ~void repeatin~ them.· • • • • 

February 19th is.the anniversary of a sad day in American history. It was on that 
date in 1942, in the midst~£ the response to the hostilities that began on December· 7, 
1941, that Executive Order No. 9066 was issued, subsequently enforced by the 
criminal penalties of a statute enacted March 21, 1942, resulting in the uprooting of 
loyal Americans. Over· one hundred thousand persons of Japanese ancestry _were 

. removed from their homes, detained in special camps, and even~ally relocated. • 
• ... • -· 

The tremendous effort by the War· Relocation Authority-ani.conceni~d Amer-
icans for the welfare of these Japanese-Americans may add pe!Spec_ti;e to that story, 

·but it does not erase the setback to fundamental American principles. Fortunately, 
the Japanese-American -£ommunity in_ Hawaii was spared the indignities suffered 
by those on (?Ur mainland. • • - • - • - ~· • 

_.,,, ... -_ 

We now know ~hat i~~should have known then-not only w~ that ev~ation 
•. ·wrong, bµt Japanese-Americans were and are loyal Ameri~ns. On. the battlefield 

and at home., . Japanese-Americans--names like_ Hamada, Mitsu:mori, Marimoto, 
Noguchi, Y amasdd, Kido, Munemori and Miyamura-=-have been and co~tinue to be 
written in our history for the sacrifices and the contributions they have ma~e to the - • well-being and security of this, our common Nation. 

Th~ Executive order that was issued on February 19, 1942, was for the sole 
purpose of pro_secuting the w_;3.r with the Axis Powers, and ceased to be effective with ---:-the end of those hostilities. Because there was no formal statement of its termination, 
however, there is concern among many Japanese-Americans th.at there may _yet be . 
some life in that .obsolete document. I think it appropriate, in this our Bicentennial 

. Year, to remove all doubt on that matter, and to make clear our commitment iri the -
future. . ,, 

NOW,' THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim that all the authority conferred by Executive Order 

. • No. 9066 terminated upon the issuance of Proclamation No. 2714, which formally 
proclaimed th~ cessation of the .hostilities of World War II on ~ecember 31, 1946. 

. .. ,., 

. - I ~l upon the American people to affirm with me this American Promise-that' • . . . - . - . 
we have learned from the tragedy of that long-ago expenence forever to treasure. 

' liberty and justice for each individual American, and resolve that this kind of action 
'\Shall never again be repeated, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand thi~ nineteenth day 
of February in the year of our Lord nineteen mmdred seventy-six, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States.of America the two hundredth. 

[FR Doc.76-5141 Filed 2-19-76 ;1 :27 pm] 

) _ RD£RAL REGISTER, VOL 41, NO. 35-FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1976 
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". . . . .. . . · . , .. '.> , , . . AP 
' President Ford shakes bands with Senator Daniel Inouye _(D., Hawaii) ,before signing pro-

. clamation nullifying World War II int~rnment order. Others from left are Attorney Gen-
.' eral Edward I,evi, Representative Patsy Mink (D., Ha'll'aii) and two unidentifed men. , 
• , • "I 1 • ·' ,. :,• - ·' • • '\ , 1 - ~.- -, • "I •· ' •. ,:~ :' .. 

~!~ter~~-l?.n.t _orde,r,.is 'ii~ll~fi~-~-: _.·. ·- -. :,._: - • ' , . • 'i Washington °(AP)-President Ford yeste;. •. Truman declared-the 'end ~f World "war II hos-
day signed a proclamation .that he said .should . tilities, which effectively :nullified ttie ,order. 
have been enacted·_years .ago nullifying · the • Bursome Japanese~A~e~icans were conce~ned 

• World· War II order under which 112,000 Japa- that the internment order technical)y remamed 
nese-Americans were interned. , ; , in .e1fect.· 0 •. • • , • : •. ',: •• 

The internment order was signed.by Presi- •. , .As Mr. Ford signe<I the proclamation in 'the 
dentFranklin D: Roosevelt 34 years ago yester- presence of some 40 Japanese-American and 

. diiY and·never really was lifted. • • . • , _ Hawaiian dignitarie_s, he said '. 'this shoul_d have 
, .·., On December_ 31. 1946, ~resident Harry ~- _;been done a long time ago, but it's done n,~w." 

, . • -- • ,.. . i . J 
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Stories appeared on: ABC and CBS Evening News and the Today Show 
on February 19 and 20, 1976 

Stories also ran in most every major newspaper in the country 

j'-' ,;.·, .• ',,,,,.:., -·-: ·-•~~-;~·-· .. , 
~,F?rd,:~~~, ,WlJ7-l!._~~j .: 
N_ • • , i 1'1 I 

i,R_ '!!'?:'?'1-~,~o_n;·()rcI!3r. i•~t •:-1,; 
~;.; l I, tJ I • :: , 1."! ~ . ~; : 1 \ ! 1,~A~ ; '{.~ , :•< 
i:,;_ .~Pledgmg, .. that this kind -,_. 
t. :-.of error. sball 'mever. : be. ~-
f,!-roade -·agaiii," l_ 'Pr_esidenf:' -
t-;_·_:~ord ·,_yesterday ;_:formally:;·· 
C lifted the executive order .•. 
~~,-sthat sent li2,000 Japanese:>-
":,,:Americans . into relocation ' • 
t., 'camps <J,uring World ·-.War • • 
. '' II. . '.... .-) .. ;\ ··, :.: ,_: ·':, ;~> t i: ~Ir. Fdrd's • 'procl:riiiilicii'i; ?-' 
)- was•maae on the 34th' an-; (C 

l • niversary of the signing of ,:: t -the . order _: by· ·,..Presid~nt -: '. 
f R6osevelC.P· '.;. ', . .--t_ '-:- ,,;· :: 
;; _' > i.1r .• Fo;d -~all~d -F~b. 19> 
i. 1942, 'la sad day in Ameri- : . 
i:-,.can history"· and added: ·,· 
:- "We now know what . we 
•; should have )mown then; r not only was ·_that evacua-

~-,tion wro_ng, -but, J8J)aneSe-
!:_::4mericans ·,were and are . 
t J~yal Americans." _,, :_. _ . _. 
t. •• . ·-:-... ..,~~ _. -~- r .:. '' · .... ~·••--i•, :·. 

One of the fundamental prob·1~i:ns • World ·War ' II • order ~der ·which 
with ·government is-an iinerti~ about :112,000 • Japan~se-Americans --·_ were ·: 
correcting past . 'Jilistakes. 'The em- - ~terned. Not .that any':lne ,wa,nts-to 

. . - . .. mtern . _Japanese-Amencans - ,today_ 
p'i?,as1s 1s always on new rules and but ·the ·continued existence of such 

- laws, :Qot on: getting rid of bad ~Id . , auth"ority was odious in light of 'the 
ones. injustices it brought about. _ 

So there sh~uld be a faint fanfare "This . should have been ·done a 
for ·a proclamation signed yesterday long time ago," said the President. 
by President .Ford that nullifies a Indeed.it should have. 

' ·.,~- .• t : .,/~ "\.--/" 
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National Headquarters: 1 
San Francisco. CA 94115 

REGIONAL OFFICES: 
Chicago, Illinois 
Fresno. California 
Los Angeles, California 
Portland. Oregon 

Japa.,ese An,ericat? CitizeJ?S League 
Salt Lake C1 tv. Utah 
San Francisco. California 
Washington. D C. 

Seattle Chapter 

526 SOUTH JACKSON, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98104 

March 11, 1976 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter to 
you in behalf of the Seattle Chapter of the Japanese American 
Citizens League and for all the Japanese Americans residing in 
the Greater Seattle area. 

We wish to express our sincere thanks and gratitude for 
your Proclamation of February 19, 1976, which formally termi-
nated Executive Order No. 9066. With fervent prayer, we hope 
that no such executive order or any congressional acts will 
ever be enacted in the future which will perpetrate and deny 
the constitutional rights and due process of law to anyone or 
to any group of people in this great country of ours. 

Please also accept my personal appreciation and deepest 
thanks for your sympathetic concern and by taking your busy 
time to sign and announce the Proclamation. 

JHM:mu 

Gwen Anderson 
Deputy Assistant to 

Counselor Hartman 
West Wing - Basement 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Sincerely yours, 

/t!f~~::a,d 
President, Seattle Chapter 
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

cc: Mr. Dudley Chapman 
Associate Counsel to the 

President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

"For Better Americ•n• in• Gr••ter America" 
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Japal)e.5e An,erical) Citizel)S League 
Seattle Chapter 

526 SOUTH JACKSON, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98104 

- ~\ . AM -c. -.:, -, . . 
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Mrs. Gwen Anderson 
Deputy Assistant to 

Counselor Hartman 
West Wing - Basement 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
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Midwes 
EditiQn 
. , ' 

) ' \ . ' 
r • • ... ' \ I , ., \ \~' 

lfflh Yen-No. 12 ... 40 Pages 2 . Sections . 
, ( •. · , ., ' .• ' ( I : 

,:.~ .·- •::: old·" , . ,o_!: li~,· -sajJ .Toki,<J:RoSe " ·, accusers· . . . . ) 

• •• , , •• • f. t • 41· •t. ' )· ~- , r \, ( L ' , , • 
',-:8y'.'. Ronald Yates , ,.\\ ... : ·' ing tesU~ony ag~~ Mrs. 4'"-quino; , 'who ironically was born on the Fourth, 

, , 
1
, , ' 1Key ~ap~inese wi,tn~sses in th~' T.okyo. Ro~~ trial, interyiewed by Tribune Ii.sh-language brotijlc~sts. • . .. of July an4 who is one of the fey., ~er-

• Far F:Jist correspondent • t/ / •• · Tpkyo Correspondent ROf'J~ld. Yates, · told· Alim they had never talked with , Shlget~gu Tsuneish!I, a form~ lieu; lean lwo!llen ever convicted of treason, 
cii~ r7~. ~reu s.r11~ ; 

1
• ' ,. the pfess ~bout· their 'roles in her conviCtLon, This' is the first -of two stories 1, tenant ' colonel in the Japan .. se -army . lives quietly· todav on 'Chl.cago'11 North • 

• ~OKY~Tw~nty-~~en 'ye~•- after , on ,Tokyo Ro~e, •. , , • 1 wh1>' was chief of wartime '_p;opaganda· Side, y;her~ she' ~orks~w -her f~ther's 
their testl!llo~y helped convict the wom-, ( 1 , . . /. brqadcas~~; ' Kendchl Oki, 63, wbQ was- gift shop. • • • ' • • 1 an American G Is once called , "Rlkyo 1 , • \ '· • , , '- production manager of· the Zero , Hour; ..._ ' • 1 , 
Rose," former key prosecution witnes~ ernnumt .witnesses, we wei:e tol<t what to 'we . were told.;, Two of -thei:µ told of and George Mitsushio, 71;who was pro- JJN /ULY, l94t, · Iva Tog'jirt, then . ZS, 
here have adntjtted they wer.e ,forced to , . say and -what n~ to ~ay two hours evE:I'Y government witnesses . being bribed by ~m· director for 'Radio' Tokyo's Eng- • left her naUve California to ,visit a sick 
tell _half-troths an~ withhold ·vlt, ai _iJifor- mornin~. for a. IXJOn~h ?afore 1 ,t~~ _ tr1~l_ American pfficials to give harmful testi- lish-language broadcasts,,:,_ , . : . aunt in J~p~. ,A· recent graquate of . 
mabon at her 1949 trial for .treason. Jtarte<h' he sai~, , , , 1 , , •. ,. _, . '. , •· •. , mony, • • , ' • UCLA, she pad only inti,nded to stay a . 

, • , While each of the key· former govern- - BOTH OKI AND Mitsushio, who were short while. lM then came Pee. -'i and 
"We had no ·cho1'ce," s'ai'd''o- 1 'of thr~ ,• • ."·Even_.'• tho_u11h., ,.I ' w.' ai/1 a_ kovernmenf ' . . . . born in -Calif9rnia I and who ev~ntually p ...... Har· lo.,,,. . , d Ixa like' th us nd 

m, -., !:i ·,-.. ment witnesses as~ed no~ to be 1dent1- . became ·Japanese citlz,ens; live ;today 'in ' _.11 .,,.,., llil - ,o ' I ' ' witnesses whose , damaging testimony , witness ~ aga~t ~er,·_.I Jan'•. ~ay tod~? ) fied for fear of• ~'harmful repercus- T 1n, r1 ful b . , of other ~apanese-Am rlcans in Ja-oan at 
helped "end.'Iva Tnguri d' Aqwn· 0 to pr15• ., tpat Iva Togur_ 1 d Aq_llUl_o wa~ mnoc:e, 

1
n
1 
t-:-_ . , h . 'd 1 . h . o",,9 .an~ are success - usmessmen; , ~,e,tim,e-W"A tr,a, n~. . , • ,.' \ ;(• , 

... r h d d u+h t h , s10ns, ' t ell' 1 ent ties nevert eless are T • h' • h • t • • th t th . .., on for six years -and two pionths "US ', s e never 1 an.,,...mg reaso1'able, 8 • • sunei& 1•' w • mam ains a 8 , In order to ~urv1ye
1 

she took several 
Occupation Army police came a~d I ~Id a~d, 89· ,\ J., I ,, • r .. " j •• I ' ' • a matter of public ~ord, . Tpey were Zero·, Hour show was ' consideresJ "ine~ ' clerica1 job; in 'mokyo ~where a lrMo·w1-

- 1 Mrs. d'Aquino's superiors at Radio. To- f t I" d -t 1 b th , .l me I had no choice but to testify against ·, • ' · ec ua as a propagan 00 , Y e edge 'of English was mandatotv. li'ir_ .. t, Iva or else • ,._ • . , · PTHER •• WITNESSES who testified kyo from N~vember, 1~3., to -July,· 1945, defunct Imperi11l Japanese government, t ,T , n- 1 N A " +h 
' I • '' . •: . '. !during the sensati~nal 12-week-long To• i when she d1d ,-her, ~5-mmute segment of. I today is retired aiid living on the Japa- . \ .,apatnhers ~eb dewt sbe genpcyrt, w ere 

"Then, after I was flown to San fran- kyo Rose trial have told of ;FBI harass- the ,Zero Hour music show. . , . we island of Shiko~. - , · : • , s e me u_us an • <r • a O µgelje-
cisco fOJ the., t~i! ~ ~lo~ng "'.71th other: go,v; ,' Il!ent an~. t~;ai~ i; ~hey -~dn'~ ','d9 1 . Th~ _who provided

1 
_the '_!nos~ da~~g- . ~d Ikuko • [IvaJ Toguri d' Aquino, ~. • 1 ' , ~ntlnue4 on page, 20, -~ol. 1 

.. -.,_ , . : "' t ' , - 'r , f 1 ,. I I , • ., __,._ • • ____ ....J... _ __._.,. _ __,,___ . Jo \. • 1,.. ,_ 
.. ...i Ii, I .. • \ 

,,.., 

• 

Iva Toguri . Q'Aq_uino shortly aft 
leaving prison in 1956 . 
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J WHEN THE WAR . broke "llut . in 1~41. 
• ~ - ost were afraid to return to the United 
,: • __ , ates for fear of being interred as tho~-

ands of Japanes~-Atp.ericllns we~. ~-) ..... ,_,... ,. - "' 
i!4 After the war they were equ~}ly afraid , name, which was· s:oined by -Cousens, 

, . to return-afraid· of being prosecuted as I wa~ m~ant to convey Iva's· situation-~ 
, traitors. • orphaned American announcer in To- I 

- , ese and against Americ~ of Japanese. : AT FIRST · IV A was the only woman · r -., • - • ' • ":-' • • 
Q · ~'The post-war sentiment against Japa- • ' kyo." , ., 

cestry was tremendous," __recalled:-one broadcasting on Zero Hour, then the.i t ·.. Another EngnsliSanguage show· --lilied 
• , isei ·who · testified at . Mrs. a•Aqumo's • od d ed ... / , if didn't p_r ucers deci e1i the_y wa_ nt mor,e va- _German, Hour was produced bv the Ger-

h-ial. "We were told that we . 1: t th b h ht E ., ·s kJperate, Uncle Sam might_ arrange ,a r_ie y so _ey- roug t m eig ~ore ,ng-, _man Embassy in Radio 1Tokyo studios_ , 
J . hsh-speaking women, ~asa said. . . . and emffeoyed several Engli~h-speaking , 

trial for us too. ' ·· - • .: ' • ' - ' Whil the h od eel b Oki ... taunt Gls O 'd. . ' "All of us could see how· easy it was , . e s _ow~ were pr uc ... ': _--.- 1 r __ women w . ' zasa _sru . • 

~

or a mammoth country like the United an sus O suneis : m :ffiillifi t • AND ACCORDING to both Ozasa and 
tates to crucify a Japanese-Amei:ican,-:.,. though not direct control, most of the former prosecution witnesses, '. there :. 

·, ll we ha4 to do was l~k~ t Iva," ,, he content was created by three POW~ · , were at _least nine other, stations -...fl'W- f.Ontinued. "So we 'cooperated' and we .Cousens, Capt. Wallace [Ted] Ince [an throughout Asia that were broadcasting 
did what we_ were told_ and now many_of · American], and Lt. Norman Reyes , [a ., -propagand.1 to American Gls under the 

....._ , . us have guilty co~c1~~ces ~cause ¢ . Filipino]. • ' , name Zero Hour. 
't" ./ • ., • ., , ' 

J l • . . , • "Those guys wrote the scripts", they . According:to Tsuneislp, many of"those 
1 • °TERUO -OZASA, 54, who worke·d as read the censored news and .gave the -.. other Zero Hour shows were transcribed 
the Zero Hour's so\1.Ild engineer and wh~ propaganda commentaries! ' yet" t~ey and r_ebroa~cast , from Radio Tokyo stu-
was in. the studio for almost 80 per cent were all exonerated by then- respective dios m Tolfyo. • :A • former • U.S. Maril}e 

' of -Mrs.-o'Aquino's broadcasts, agrees. ! governments,"· said .Qzasa. "Only Ivl! I intelligence officer even testified at the -
""A ·1ot of people iho testified against _1was made a sca~goat.•• • •• , • .. trial that when he ~as assigned to moni-

,Iva did it to save th~ir o~ necks," said ACCORDING TO · O~A. the. Zer~ ' • tor Mrs. ~'A:q~o•~ portion of the' ~o •1 

ozasa - who today 1S assistant to the , H h hi h ' - d k ,Hour begmmng m 1944, ·he never heard 
secrebu'y-general ,of the Asian · Broad- four s

5 
ow wt c 7ran sevTenkyayt~ a w~l • anything tr~asonous on her program 

ast. u · o t stilled on Mrs. rom p.m. 0 . _p.m. 0 . 0 ime, 10 7 "though .I did ·no other pr"'°"am " --c mg mon. ~sa e . . owed the follo'Wmg format: - • v 6
• s. 

d' Aquino's behalf via a depo_s1bon. . , . . . ' '-'Indeed, according to Ozasa, niost of 
. "I never heard Iva make any treaso- 6. p.m.-an emcee, usually Couse~, • the :ro or so other women working on the 

nous statements -while broadcasting,}' . nce-,or R_eyes · would come. on ~e. air Zero Hour. in Tokyo substitutedlor Mrs. 
the Utah-born Ozasa ·said. "All she did am;l _e~lrun what was coming on that . d~Aquino at one time or another. . 
was play tecords' and make small ta:&, vemng s showr • . • . • • :l . , .. \ - , . 
She ·was . very popul3! with 'American 6:05 p.m.7 10 to 15 minutes of news. · . BUT _IT WAS _IVA To~uri d'Aquino 
Gis." ! . . . ' _ 6:20-Iva's spot, usually lS minutes of . "".hom the _Am:ncan governmen~ had 
. Just hdW popular was made . evident popular muslc. : _ singled out an~ 1~ was she who ultllllate-

-after a broadcast in which Iva apolo- 6:35 p.m.~ minutes of co~entary, iy would go to Jail. . , • 
giz¢ to her listeners ,for pla&g ' the , usually written and read b( ~usens, . ''W~ all liked Iva and ~t first we all . 
same records over and over _agrun,_ -- Ince or Reyes, never by Iva. • - ,_wanted- to help her," said one of the 

"We can't get new ones in~okyo any- , 6:40 ,p. m .-Semi-classical • music former government witnesses. "But we 
more" she said. .· . · fplayed by another woman announcer. - , were not al~owed to tell the whole story 

.' - . . _ w • 6:55 p.m.-More news and if any time . at ~e trial-just those parts the ·prose-
"A FEW DAi~ LApedTER -~ : B : :n!t~ 1 was left after that, then sometimes a cutio!1 felt could damage her. It was 

over Tokyo an • op,, a ig 'd x"On ,short• humorous skit, which Iva never very frus!rating. . . . •• •. 
tached-to a parachute,_ ~sa,SaI • participated in. . •· "And the real irony of it was that out 
the outsid~ : ho~ .m big bold l~tters i " • , - of all of th~ dozen or so Japanese-'.Ameri-

• were the words: 'To Tokyo Rose.' ,Inside 1 IF THERE W~ ever_ any propa~a~; cans w9rkmg for ·-the Zero Hour, -Iva 
· were hundreds of ·records, most '-0f them .1 da on Ze~ H~' it was m those ski~, 'Was the only one who had enough guts 
broken by the fall. 

1 
. J Ozasa said. . • l to keep her American -citizenship after 

"That was the first.indication.1¥a had "I HONESTLY can't ·recall anything th~ war ended,:' ~e-added. "It was ,that 
as to bow popular she was-it mad~ her damaging ever being broadcast by any-• ,flair for , patriotism that proved her 
feel real good," he said. tody on Zero Hour," · ozasa· said. "But ·downfall.'' • 

Ro
WhileI Amheericlfans . calledf rredher tTohkyo there werebouil~hdine:•Protgrthams comint~ from ! TOMORROW in Tempo: an interview 

, se, va r~e never. re e . o er: the same g a _e .same Im~ as with the husband of "Tokyo ·Rose," his 
1;elf thjlt wa~, Ozasa says. • . , , Zero Hour and they defmitely contained .,..first in 20 years.] . . 

"She broadcast as 'Orphan Ann -the \damaging propaganda.'' -
~ -was short for ann,ouncer ~d the One of these -shows, which utilized sev-

~'L.. ,,.-;.,. , -,-;,-- • - ·- - - - - - ;.. en American POWs, was called the Hi-
: nomaru [rising sun] Hour. POWs on this 

show read statements . designed to de-
moralize. American troqps. 

' ·---: :-- - • 
....... ...,c--

~·4 
. , AP Wlrephoto 

.. Mrs. Iva Toguri b 'Aquino,-whose role as ' 'Tokyo Rose" has caused her 
, / decades of personal anguish and misfortune, waiting on a customer recent-
• ly in the gift shop where she works. Now 59, she continues to seek a pardon. 
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1}0/;yo -Ros~. /just q, ~CapegOiit t ·husband 

, Mrs. Iva D'Aquino embraces herth.usband, Felipe, 
in Tokyo in 194_6. At Jlght11 Felipe toqay: _ "This 

._ '; '' ... :•.f ' I • /'' \ ' 

"I',.' • ' • • ' By Ronald Yat~s might not hurt. I've never rem~rried. 
I . l'm a Catholic. Far ~~st correspondent '- \ • "You know it has been a long time 

\ and feelings change. The last time· . I 
'...- TOKYO-Felipe, J. D' Aquino sipped on heard from her was It\ 1956, I guess. We 

his mug of Kirin beer ,11nd 19()~ wist- us~ to correspoµd about once a month 
. fully out the window of the downtown while • she was in pr~on:.....I wanted tol , 
I Tokyo beer hall.' _. ' ' . keep up her ~or ale. ' I. 

• . . . • "But then we stopped; i" tall seemed 
He was thinldng about ! his w•a , 'I :no~less, and I guess I just got . fed 

woman he h1-111n1t seen- fn , 'ii vears a • • • h th h I th' " ' . . . h has-,. t' hed .be . . ,. r.-;. 1,. - YP, w1 e w o e mg. _ . -woman e wa c come a eg- Tod 'A • h • t - end. He wa~ thinking about a ~mall . ay, D ~umo -~ars e lS no sure •• 
slightly built -Chicago . womaq called Iva , he wants to risk inipr1Sonµ1ent or tn_oPe· 
Toguri D' Aquino-a woman the world harassment by retur~ing to the tJmteq 

, knows as Tokyo Rose. ·1 States 4> ~e Iva again, _though he says 
It' t 'f D'A .- t thin,. he wpuJd gp back to testify if there was • • s no easy or qumo, 54, o a ne tr1• al • • • 

about Iva, to talk ti.bout"their $hort life ', w • , , • 1 
together in wartime Tokyo, to r!)mem- . . "I WANT TO do my part, regardless ', 

·, • ber ;the countless bomping raids, the •. of my private life," he says softly: 
• struggle for' food and clothing, the ·baby , "This '!\'hole thin~ _ l;l'as been haunting m~ 

which died, the Zero Hour radio broad• • . for years, .'the way she was treated anq 
casts which event~ally: proved to be . framed.'' • ' 
Iva's downfall and led to her conviction . But D'Aqui!)O' remember~. He rem<:m.' 

• • • and imprisonment for treason, the hopes hers because he can't fotget )va and 

. AP Photos 
whole thing has been haunting me for years; the 
way she was tr~e,t~d and framed." _ ·-

• 

they had for a life tpgether aft!!r the · whilt her governme~t did to her. 
wal". : • . Convicted in 1949 of treason, sentenced 

,DOES HE WANT to see Iva again? ' 
D'Aquino, whose hair is the ,color of 

, autumn frost, paused for a moment. 
"After all these years? It all depends. 

You know I haven't seen her for almost 
. 3Q yeiirs. An ~~~pange of friendly worqs _ 

to 10 years in prison, fined fl0,000 and 
stripped of her American citize~hip, 
w~s Iva Toguri D'Aquino simply a 
handy scapegoat sacrificed by the -gov-
ernment in an attempt to satisfy post-
war hatreds? : 

Y~1 P.' Aquino _says, she )Y~S • 

"ALL DURING THE WAR there was 
no doubt In anybodf s mipd that Iva 
was prp-~merican,!1 the Portuguese-Jap-
anese D'Aquino r<:calls. "When she was 
working at • the Domei News Agency, 
which is where I met her' in 1942, she 
usea. to get intq terrific a:-guments with 
o t )l r Japanese-Americans who had 
turned prQ-Japanese. 

"In. fact, it was all those arguments 
• which forced Iva to leave Domei. She 

had made a lot of . .enemies." • 
·• indeed, and so did D'Aq~ino who,once 

got in
1
tq a f~tfight at Domei because of 

_sqme PI'.<>-American remarks Iva had 
made: , ' i:-; • • • 

t • i ,. 

'Eventually, Iva foupd her way to Ra-
dio Toip'o, ··where · in August, 19¾3, ·she 
took a 'clerical job . . A few months later . 
she wa~ . recruited by an Australian 
PQW who had, been placed In charge of 
the Zero'Hour ~9 be an announcer. 

I • • 

IV'A FELT a commond bond -with these 
prisoners, D'Aquino says, ·becau.s~ like 
them s~ felt like a prisoner in Japan; 

, , : She hnd come to the land of her an• 
i cestors from California_ in July, 1941, 

to 'visit a sick aunt in Kyushu. When the 
. war broke out she wa~ trapped in Japan 

like mony qther Japanese-Ameri~ns. 
But unlike thousands of other Japanese-

Americans, some of whom even re-
~ntlnued on third Tempo page 
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f,-TOkJ//~OJ~tj;;i:g, ~C~pego4f ::• 
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• 'Continued from ist Tem'po page , . < ·; :. : · · 

lt • nouriced .their Ariierlcan ~itizenshlp and co~demned the .. • 
~- land of their birth, I_v~:~as the only one e~r convicted T 
:;~.of treason. • ·- .. . . . . . 
'·'\ • When she began broadcasting on the Zero Hour s~ 

?-used .the .:name. of Orphan, ApI:i udle. never. used the ·ep1- . 
tbet Tokyo • Rose-that was given to , her at ·the behest 

1 of Australian Maj.• Charley Cousens, then 40; American · 
: Capl Wallace "Ted': Ince, 31, and Philippine LL, ·Nor-

man Reyes, • 21, who. was sure she was helping . the 
.. American : war effort, D'Aquino says]. , . , ' ' 
.,- • I . t • 

·"COUSENS TOLD Iva ·not to worry about anjthing, 
that he had full co~4'oi of the whole show: and that all 

. • she bad to do was coo):>e!'ate," D'Aquino recalls. "He • 
told ',}1er the· show was ~igned "\<> spoof the Japanese, . 

r--to make 'asses of them. It'-was be who coined the term • • 
: .. 'llonorable-~neheads,' which Iva used so often on the· ' f . air-w~ referring to Americans: -~ -• . • • ; . . ' 

' '.'' .''Nevertheless, I used : to warn "her about making • • 
• those broadcasts-I ·told her • somebody might think • 

,. they··were treasonable," be i,ays. '.''But she told me she .. 
liked working with the ,Ameritan POWS and that she 
felt that she was doing was . aI1 right. • i • , • • • ·• ' 

"I don't know, being in contact:with those American . 
prisoners inade her feiel at' liom.e~~:_;;;· :, ;. , -: · · 

D' Aquino, who was employed "by J>oJDei to monitor 
:. English language broadcasts • often ·,:monitored Iva's· ' ' -.~.,u.,, •·· . , . . . 
:· show when iLcame bn at' -~ut 6:30 ·every night.' . Iva Toguri O'. Aquino at work m her family's ~hop 

Born 1n Yokohama of a .P.ortug(iese father and Japa- ,- ;On Nofth Clark'Street last year. -I · •• 
-' nese ·mother,' D'Aqwno .today' .is '1l copy editor for an 

English-language new.spaj>edri Tokyo. • • ;. • "I arrivecl in Seattle aboard a ship and ~tely 
• ·-., ' '· · • • ' I was taken into ~ustody by the FBI and the immigra-

• "I NEVER HEARD -her say 1anythlng ·treasonous. tion authorities. When I told them I had ·come to testi-
'- ~d'~ides, .th~ .i>OWs she wo~ked .with wrote most fy at my wife's trial in ·San, .Francisco_ they I , 
> everythmg· she said -1 over ,the air," be recalls. "Why • wouldn't'be allowed to unless I signed a papenaymg I • 

weren't they prosecuted after the war?" , · -would never teturn to· the U.S." • • ' • • 
'.- Indeed, why weren't they? Ins~ of be~ prosecut- • D' Aquino was kept in jail under suspicion of being . • 
. ed, all were exonerated and .~ven pro~ti~ hr their illegal immigrant and harassed 'for. two days before . 

governments. Ince .even testified at Iva s -trial .m San be signed that dubious paper. • 
Francisco and ' uild the . court she )lad entered into a • 

•• conspiracy with the ·pows to .sabotage the. Zero Hour' "THAT PAPER I signed, combillel,l with . the -.fact 
• show. He even.praised her.for aiding POWs. • , that Iva ·was imprisoned for six years and after .her· 
' • • "The problem -was that· ·a· lot ·or · the J apanese-Amerl- • release had DQ passport because she was stateless, has 
:· cans who worked•; with Iva at • Radio Tokyo perjured • kept· us apart/' D' Aquino says. • . 
' themselves ·atrher "trial to save their own skins. They - When he first met Iva: she was a '26-year-old "typi-
• told Jies , because. they were either bribed .or threatened cal American-:,.happy-go-lucky . and not • Japanese at 

to • do .so by the American authorities,,. D' Aquino • all," D' Aquino says. · · · - . •' ·· 
-charges. . . . But the war years and homesickness took their toll 

There is no love in D'Aquino's voice~-he~ ·on her and by the time ·they were married in ,April, 
of those ~ho may have made ·money testifying against , 1945 D' Aquino recalls s1 All ,she would talk about was 
his wife. ' ~ we_te_ peopl! he knew, people he 'seelng the go1den-gai:.; in '48'. • • • • • • _-
Iva sometimes socialized with on those few-occas10ns • "That was the target she had set for getting back ti>' 
in wartime Tokyo when people socialized at all. the states. She planned to_ take me with her we 

AND THERE Is even Jess affection In his voice when 
he recalls his first trip to the U.S.-a ·tnp which would 

,afford hi,m his last look at his wife. 

-would start a new life." 
. BUT THOSE PLANS we~ -clashed, first by .her ar-
rest · in 1945 • by the occupation army. She was· held in • 

, I 
\ .( 

• I 

. I 

. Yokohama for ·a year on "suspicion" ·of having com- · 1 
mitted treason but she was later released when a U.S. ·" 
attorney in' Los Angeles concluded that ttie mythical 

• _''Tokyo Rose ·was a composite -of . several different 
women." • • • 

"We thought that was the end of 11, .. D' Aquino says, 
"But ·then. she was rearrested in 1948, about a year 
after the baby she was carrying was, stillborn." - • . 

,"You know, a lot of people said her 'sexy voice' had 
taunted American Gls in -the Pacific," D'Aquino re-
calls. _''That proves they must have been thinking of 
10meone else because Iva's voice sounded like ·Molly's on the F1bber, McGee and Molly show. . -

."Believe me, Iva was the- furthest thing from a siren 
you could imagine and I guess that's why she never 

• even thought about beuJg arrested when the war ended 
t and the American Army arrived., She thoaght 
• .she had done anything wrong., And neither do I." . 

, • • Oll~Trll1une_~&lnb 

. ,, 

• 
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• The Washington Star Thursday, June 3, 1976 

' I 
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., .. 
' Names /Faces;: 
: New ·Backers for 'Tokyo 'Rose_' , ... , • 
" A small step on the way to a 1pres1dential pardon for 

Iva Toguri d'Aquino, best known as Tokyo Rose? That 
• • is the apparent hope of a California legislative com-
: mittee that re~ommended a pardon artj renewed U.S. 

r: + ''="WW'@jJ;;Jj ~~~i;nee~:~1~e:i~~~ the 
woman yesterday by a 4-0 

' . ,, .. 

vote. A response to a 
mounting drive _to clear her .• 
name, the committee's plea • 
still ·must win full legisla- • 
tive approval. -Eventually, 
it would take action by a 
sitting • president to grant ' . 
. the pardon. Basically, Mrs. 
d'Aquino's defenders claim 
she was railroaded in a 1949' _ 
trial resulting in her con-· 
viction on a treason charge. 

. .. After serving six years in 
-,~ " federal prison, the 60-year-
, old woman now ·runs an export-import store in Chica-

go. 

• 
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Japanese ameracan 
caTazens LeaGue 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 1765 Sutter Street• San Francisco, California 94115 • (415) 921 -5225 
REGIONAL OFFICES: Washington, D.C./Chicago/San Francisco/Los Angeles/Portland/Fresno 
David E. Ushio, National Executive Director 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For Information Contact: 
Hiyo Tatsumi (415) 921-5225 
May 21, 1976 

Evelle Younger, Attorney General and top Republican office 

holder for the State of California, has urged President Ford to 

grant a Presidential Pardon in the case of Iva Toguri d' Aquino, 

accused of being "Tokyo Rose." In a letter to President Ford, 

Younger said, " ... many people today believe that her conviction 

was more a product of wartime hysteria than a trial on the merits ... " 
, I 

The decision to make the request by Mr. Younger, who also serves as 
I 

President Ford's California Campaign Manager, is based .upon recent 

new evidence which creates substantial doubt about the fairness 

of the original conviction. 

David E. Ushio, National Executive Director of the 

Japanese American Citizens League, a nonprofit human rights 

organization representing over 30,000 members in 32 states, says 

Younger's action in the matter is "commendable and very gratifying. 

It is historically significant," says Ushio, "in that it was in the 

State of California, under the administration of another Republican 

• Attorney General (Earl Warren), that a climate of racism existed 

that ultimately led to the internment of over 110,000 Japanese 

(more) 
Better Americans In a Greater America 

• 



Iva Toguri 
2-2-2-2-2 
May 21, 1976 

Americans in concentration camps during World War II. And it 

was in the climate of the postwar hysteria against Japanese 

Americans that Mrs. Toguri was convicted. i, 

"Now to have Mr. Younger call for justice for Mrs. Toguri 

is significant because it shows that America is strong enough to 

recognize past mistakes, and work to insure justice and equality 

for all. It is only a shame that she had to suffer so much and 

for so long." 

The Japanese American Citizens League has spearheaded the 

1 campaign for a pardon for Mrs. Toguri. The American-born, UCLA-

educated woman, the JACL believes, was a victim of tragic 

circumstances. When she went to Japan in 1941 to help care for 

a sick relative, World War II broke out before she could return. 

She found herself an enemy alien in wartime Japan, unable to get 

money or communicate with her family in America, and disowned by 

her relatives in Japan when she repeatedly refused to renounce her 

American citizenship and apply for Japanese citizenship, though 

constantly harassed to do so by Japane~e authorities. 

Without skills in the Japanese language, she sought 

employment utilizing her English language abilities, but en-

countered difficulties where she worked because of her "outspoken 

pro-American" views. 

(more) 
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Iva Toguri 
3-3-3-3-3 
May 21, 1976 

As a typist for Radio Tokyo, she met three male prisoners 

of war (POWs), assigned to "Zero Hour" (the English language music 

program by which the Japanese wished to demoralize American troops.) 

These three POWs were covertly burlesquing the intent of the 

Japanese broadcasts, and when Japanese authorities decided to 

add a female voice to the program, the POWs recommended Iva Toguri, 

knowing her sympathies, and assuring her that she could help the 

American war efforts. 

Although there was never any substantial evidence as to her 
I 

guilt, · in spite of a one-year investigation by the U.S. Dept. of 

Justice, and a Federal Grand Jury refused to indict Iva Toguri 

because there was never a similar 1charge of treason made against 

' the American POWs who worked with her at Radio Tokyo, she was 
I 

singled out as a scapegoat. She was convicted on one of eight 

counts, after the longest and most expensive trial on record at 

the time, in which spectators and journalists agreed in predicting 

an acquittal or, at wor~t, a hung /jury. Finally, pressured by 

the judge to do their "patriotic duty" and remember how 

"expensive the trial had been for the government," the deadlocked 

jury returned a "guilty" verdict. Iva Toguri was convicted to 

ten years imprisonment, fined $10,000 and stripped of her American 

citizenship. 

(more) 
I 

,. 
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Iva Toguri . 
4-4-4-4 
May 21, 1976 

Having spent 25 years trying to prove her innocence including 

three app_eals for review to the Supreme Court which have been denied, 

and two petitions for pardon to the President which have been 

unanswered, she is now 59 years old. Denied most of her civil 

_ rights, as a "stateless person," and destitute after.. the· enormous 

legal and other financial costs, Iva Toguri deserves finally 

to receive the j.ust±ce to which she is entitled. Her citizenship 

is only a token repayment for all she has had to pay. 

The text lof Younger's letter follows: 

( 

"30" r 

,. 
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The Honorable GErald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: Pardon for Iva Togurl 

Dear President Ford: 

In recent months, there has been renewed interest in the case of Iva 
Togurl (D'Aquino}, the woman of Japanese ance stry who was convicted 
shortly after World V•./ar II of treason as being the supposed "Tokyo 
Rose." 

Although she has long sh1ce served her sentence and paid her fine, the 
treason conviction prevents her from regaining her AmErican citizenship. 
Iva Toguri has stEadfastly maintained her innocence and many people 
today belleve that her conviction was more a product of wartime hysteria 
than a trial on the merits. Of course, this dispute cannot be definitively 
resolved some thirty years later. 

However, in light of the substantlal doubt which now exists over the 
fairness of the ortgir1al conviction, and Ms. Toguri's excellent conduct 
since such time, I believe it would now be appropriate for you to restore 
her Amerlcan clti?.enship by granting her a Presidential pardoo. 

I urge you to do so. 

lr 

Sincerely, 

Evelle f. Younger 
Attocney General 
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W A YNE K . HORIUCHI 
W A S H INGT ON R EPR E SENTATIVE 

Mrs. Gwen Anderson 

W ASHI NG TON OFFIC E 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

1730 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE . N .W . 

WASHINGTON . D . C 20036 

12 021 223-124 0 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS. JACL 

DA VI D E . U S H IO. NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

1765 POST S TREET 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94115 

( 415 ) 92 1-5225 

June 16, 1976 

Deputy Assistant to Counselor Hartman 
West Wing - Basement 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Anderson, 

Sixty Minutes of the CBS News Network has just contacted 
the National Headquarters of the Japanese American Citizens 
League and indicated that they will be presenting a report on 
this coming Sunday's program (June 20) about the tragic story 
of Iva Toguri (d'Aquino) of the so-called "Tokyo Rose" case. 

Sixty Minutes is generally shown at 7:00 P.M. (EST). 
However, because of potential taping delays and time changes for 
special programming, you may wish to double-check the local 
television listings for time and channel. 

JACL has been proud to work with Sixty Minutes and CBS 
in preparing this story. Moreover, we feel very strongly about 
the injustice done to Mrs. d'Aquino and will continue our active 
support for her request of a presidential pardon. 

We hope that you will take the opportunity to see this 
Sunday's program. 

JACL deeply appreciates your past support. 

WKH/llc 

Si .,e , y, . 
.·, 

' ' 

Wayn K. oriuchi 
Wa ington Representative 

FOR BETTER AMERICANS IN A GREATER AMERICA 
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WAYN E K . H O R IU C H I 
W A SHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE 

WASH INGTON OFFICE 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

1730 RHODE ISLAN D A V ENUE . N .W . 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 20036 

12 0 2 1 223-12 4 0 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS . JAC L 

DAVID E . USHIO, NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

1765 POST STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO . CALIFORNIA 9411 5 

( 415 ) 921-5225 

August 12, 1976 

Mrs. Gwen Anderson 
Deputy Assistant 
Office of Counselor Hartmann 
West Wing - Basement 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Anderson, 

Just as an update on the Iva Toguri case, I wanted to 
inform you of several new endorsements which Mrs. Toguri 
received in behalf of her quest for a presidential pardon. 

The Honorable Tom Bradley, Mayor of Los Angeles, signed 
a petition in support of Mrs. Toguri and the Honolulu City 
Council adopted a resolution asking President Ford to grant 
a pardon to her. • 

I'll keep you posted on further developments. 

Thank you for your interest and support. 

I am, 

WKH/llc 
Enclosures 

FOR BETTER AMERICANS IN A GREATER AMERICA 
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National Iva Toguri Committee 
1765 Sutter St. 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

Gentlemen: 

George D. Thow 
4502 Coldwater Cyn. 
North Hollywood, CA 
August 1, 1976 

Ave, !JD 
91604 

Enclosed are petitions on behalf of Iva Toguri. Most of these signatures 

were gathered at the Lotus Festival, an Asian community event held at Echo Park 

in Los Angeles on July 17 and 18. 

Please note that the topmost petition bears the signature of Los Angeles 

Mayor Tom Bradley. I was not present when this signature was obtained, but I 

did confirm with the Mayor's Office that it is indeed his. 

:i~ 15: 
~o-;;e -~. - Thow 

l · 
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. , D•t•• Jv. ly I 3', I '176 
lo [he Pre~ \dent of the Un lted Stn tes: 

The undersl:z;ned un~e vou to '.'lvornbly con~!der th~ P0t\tlon !or l're~ldentf<>l Pr,r~on 
of: Iva To~ur\ d'Aqulno whe:t the ~ttH net!tlon ts file.1. 

A i:,>At tot!c A:-:eri~,1~, trapped In J,'!p::in by the ott,1ck or. Pl"a:-1 P..,r~or, ~he en~n~ed ln 
radio br0Arknstln~ for the J11pane3e Government only ilfter endurln~ st-,rv:it:lon. ShP. dl~ 
so in cooperation with si~ilarly coerced Allied prlsonnrs or war, ond like them brond. 
cast not\ifl"~ o~ any help to t'ie J11;:,nnese Wl!r effort. "To'.<yo ~OS\'!' 11 '-'.,.'! a myth, ;ond A 

\i11rmless one i,t t'int,. h11t cert11ln r,conlt> 011rsnlnq; t~1elr O'-'n ;i~httlon th011~ht 0th~rwls~. 
Iva To~::rl cl' ,\quino re,sbted in tl-,-, Of'll\• ·,rnv op".!n to ~er rh1dn~ her captivity in Japnn. 
She vas tried and convlccE;d fo::- 3 trc,1:;on s',c did not ccnri!t. 

Sh~ served her sentence, anc1 pold her fin~. She .. ~s,:, lost he. An1er-lcan Citizenship, 
which she h.Js cherlsl1eri abov>? all else. Her love of co1mtry n_,,r.ain:? unclian~ed,. in spite 
of' her orcicAl. A full and uncond\t\oni'll ?residential p,:11rdon, to re.5tore wl-tat s'ie value!! 
:;o much, ls lon-9; overdue. 

/ 

Address 

fOOL4 

~CiJ7-'t 

? /oo f a.c,kv, I:.,,.. et .3,P :2z~ 4~ . 7 I 

~2-~~. A,,4-.Pt Ii:~ a. ,=,.-d~ 
33ffo.~;~_~4rL,c.-. ?.0.0'1'1 

~~=.L!~_L__t.~~~~~~<~--MartJr /om 0/'rlcl/ey i Los /J1/ e /-esJ Go.-•. 

.. I 
-1~ tJ ttL Q 

2o,{ c,j • / 7~z/ ~rvl_ e .. 9-s:~:t: . 
2'1• ~4 Cu-f.. L a...,..L..C-1\ ,.,.~ 

,-,,, 
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RESOLUTION 
PETITIONING GERALD R. FORD, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, TO GRANT A PARDON TO 
IVA IKUKO TOGURI d'AQUINO. 

~"HEREAS, we, the members of the Council of the City and County of Honolulu, as the 
elected representatives of a diverse ethnic community, have dedicated ourselves to 
the democratic principles of liberty, justice and the pursuit of happiness, without 
regard to race, religion or creed that are the cornerstones of our great American 
republic; and 

WHEREAS, this Council believes the denial of justice and fr_g_edom for one is the 
abnegation of these Gg_cl~gJ_yen rights for all Americans; and 

-;;"ciEREAS, this Council feels that Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino was a victim of warcime 
hysteria and p-9_st-~~ hysteria in her convic_~~9-~ine __ aµd i~Q.~i~nment _on __ a s.ha__rge 
of treason as the mythical- nToKy~_Kose7r?___£pnviction which since has been found to 
be undeserving ·and · unjust; - ancl - -- - ----------- --- - -
WHEREAS, Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino served six (6) years in prison and continues to 
suffer immeasurably from humiliation and the loss of her citizenship as the result 
of her highly questionable and unjust conviction; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that Gerald R. Ford, 
President of these United States, be, and he is, hereby petitioned to proceed 
forthwith to grant a pardon to Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino and to bestow all executive 
and other remedies available under the law as justice demands; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Clerk be, and she is, hereby directed to transmit 
copies of this resolution to The Honorable Gerald R. Ford, President of the United 
States; The Honorable Edward H. Levi, Attorney General, U. S. Department of Justice; 
Mr. Lawrence M. Traylor, Esq., Office of the Pardon Attorney, U. S. Department of 
Justice; Members of the Hawaii Congressional Delegation; and The National Committee 
for Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino. 

INTRODUCEl) BY: 

DATE OF INTRODUCTION: 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

COUNCILMEN 

.... -r:-~ ... -... .. ..... ·-: ., g.:.. , ·::'::7 

:· Council asks Ford· . • • . . to pardon d'Aquino ___ ,: -- , --~--.,--.~~•-: --·- r ,:e- ·~.----- -,.- • -.• _~~:--·~·:·~--..,, ,:: 

., ' HONOLULU ADVERTISER Priday, July 30, 1976 E-5 
: .:rhe City ' Council has adopted a resolution ask-
• ing President Ford to grant a pardon to the 
:woman accused of bei.rig Tokyo Rose, Iva Ikuko 
'. Toguri d'Aquino. • 
• The resolution said d' Aquino was "a victim of 
: wartime hysteria and post-war hysteria in her 
~viction, fine and imprisonment on a charge of 
,treason as the mythical Tokyo Rose ." 
'. D'Aquino was convicted in 1949 of treason for 
•propaganda broadcasts she made for the Japa-
·nese during World War II . She served more than 
• six' years in prison for what the Council now de-
; scribes as a "highly questionable and unjust con-
•viction." 
: The C-Ouncil'.s action is part of a nationwide 
;movement for a presidential pardon for d'Aqu.ino. . ' 

:: ________________ __;..__.~~--...... -
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PRO P OSED LIST OF I::\°\-ITEES FOR H.ESCINDING 
EX.Z-CUTIVE ORD~R =;9066 

1. The Honorable Hiran1 L. Fong 

2. The Hono r abl e Daniel T Inouye .L, . 

3 . The H onorabl e Spark .'.\:atsu nag a 

4. Th e Honorabl e N o rman Y . Mine ta 

5 . The Hono rabl e P a t sy T . M ink 

6 . Mr. Da vid U shio 
National E x ecutive D i r e ctor 
J a panese An1eric a n Citizens L eague 
1 7 6 5 Sutt e r St . 
San Francisco, Cal. 94115 

7 . Mr. Shigeki Sugiyama 
National Pre s ident 
J a pane se A n1e r i can Ci tiz e ns League 
8319 C u shing Court 
Springfield, Va. 2215 3 

8 . Mr . James Murakarr..i 
National President-Elect 
Japanese Ameri can C itizens League 
2134 Laguna Rd . 

Santa Rosa , Cal. 95 4 01 

9. Mr . Wayne Horiuchi 
W a shington Repre sentative 
Japanese Am e rican C itizens League 
1 730 Rhode Isla nd A ,.- e . # 204 NW 
Washington, D . C. 2 0036 

10 . Mr . B i ll H o s okaw·a 
Ass o c i ate E dito r 
D enve r Post 
l -'l:~1 S . Upham C ourt 
D e nver , C ol o r ado 802 26 
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11. Mr . J ack Kusaba 
S e nior \ -i ce Pr e side n t 
Sumitomo B ank of C a liforn i a 
36 5 California St. 
San F r a ncisco, Califo rnia 94 104 

12. Mr . \Villiam Marumoto 
1025 Connecticut S-907 
INTERFACE GROUP LTD . 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

13. Governor George Ariyoshi 
The Executive Office 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

14. Mr . Joseph L. Rauh, Jr. 
Couns el 
L eadership Conference on Civil Rights 

15. Prof. Edwin 0. Reischaur 
Harvard University 
Cambridge , Massachusetts 

Not e : 

O n Ma rch 11, NBC will show "Farewell to Manzanar", a story \vhich 
conc erns itself with the Japanese American exp e rience during ·world \Va r II. 
There's an outside chance NBC will agree to a closing statement indicating 
E xecutive Orde r #9066 was r escinded by Presid nt G e rald R. Ford on 
February 19th, the 34th anniversary of the Order. 




