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Clifford I. Uyeda, M.D. 
Chairman 

November 30, 1976 

Dr. Myron Kuropas 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Ethnic Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Dr. Kuropas: 

Thank you for your past aids in matters relating 
to Japanese Americans. I have heard much about you 
from Mr, Ross Harano of Chicago, He suggested that 
I forward to you some of the recent informations I 
have on Mrs. Iva Toguri d'Aquino of Chicago who was 
convicted in 1949 as a mythical "Tdlkyo Rose.'' 

Just last week Attorney George S. Guysi of 
Oklahoma City called. His letter appears in the 
Wall Street Journal (2/23/76, copy enclosed). He 
was the intelligence corps officer in charge of 
investigating Mrs. Iva Toguri d'Aquino in Japan 
after the war. He said that he would be glad to 
testify for Iva if the administration so desires. 
He can be reached at: 

(405) 232-0661 (office) 
(405) 843-7622 (home) 

Enclosed are copies of supporting documents 
which may be of interest to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Cc~~eJ 
Cliff~ . Uyeda, 

cc: Mr. Ross Harano. 
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SUMMARY OF A TRAGIC CASE 

"The case was a political one. It arose in the immediate 
post-war (World War 11) period when the public temper 
was still inflamed against Japan and citizens of this country 
of Japanese ancestry. It was not merely difficult, but 
impossible to obtain justice at the time for an accused 
person of such ancestry, however innocent. Iva (T oguri) 
was one of the victims of the war. She became a casualty 
of our judicial system which failed to protect her funda-
mental constitutional rights, and failed to accord her even 
the decency of a fair trial ... " Thus wrote attorney Wayne 
M. Collins, Sr., in an unsuccessful petition for presidential 
pardon in 1968. 

The Iva T oguri case is a tragic story of how a young 
American woman was trapped in Japan during World War 
II, how she became victimized by a romantic image 
created by American soldiers, and how she is still affected 
today, some thirty years later. 

Iva Toguri was born in Los Angeles in 1916 and was 
raised in Southern California. Shortly after her college 
graduation in 1941, she went to Japan to help care for 
a seriously sick relative. World War II broke out before 
she could return, and she was left stranded in an unfamiliar 
country. As an enemy alien in wartime Japan, Iva T oguri 
faced severe survival problems: she was denied food 
rations, was repudiated by her Japanese relatives, and was 
without money. Japanese authorities constantly harassed 
her and demanded that she renounce her American 
citizenship and apply for Japanese citizenship, but she 
repeatedly refused. 

Since she had no skills in the Japanese language, she 
had to seek employment utilizing her English language 
ablilities. Wherever she worked, she encountered 
difficulties because of her outspoken pro-American attitude. 
Eventually, she was hired as a typist in the business office 
of Radio Tokyo. There she met three male prisoners of 
war (POWs) assigned to the "Zero Hour' (English language 
music program) who were covertly burlesquing the intent 
of Japanese broadcasts. When Japanese authorities decided 
to add a female voice to the yrogram, the POWs 
recommended Iva Toguri. Initially she refused, but after 
she was threatened by Japanese authorities and was 
secretly assured by her POW friends that she could help 
the American war efforts, she agreed. 

Using the name "Orphan Ann," Iva Toguri was one of 
many women announcers used by Japanese-controlled 
radio stations scattered in fourteen locations throughout 
Asia and the Pacific. But unknown to anyone in Japan at 
the time, American soldiers coined the name "Tokyo Rose'' 
and applied it to any and all women broadcasters heard 
on Japanese radio. "Tokyo Rose" was a generic term, 
created from the loneliness, frustrations, and fantasies of 
the American soldiers - and the image was not entirely 
unfavorable. American soldiers eagerly tuned in to hear 
their favorite "Tokyo Rose'' play the latest American pop 
music, read amazingly accurate war news, and dabble 
in humor and nostalgia. 

At the end of the war, American journalist capitalized 
on the tremendous curiosity about the identity of the 
legendary "Tokyo Rose." Iva T oguri was one of the many 
women implicated, but she alone became the scapegoat. 
The U.S. Occupation Forces imprisoned her in Japan for 
more than one year without charges, without legal 
counsel, and without trial. After thorough investigations, 
the Department of Justice concluded there was no case 
and ordered her released in 1946. But when she applied 
to return to the United States in 1947, a fire-storm of 
protest was ignited by the newspapers and radio, and 
she was arrested again in Japan in 1948. She was ordered 
to stand trial for treason in San Francisco - then a strong-
hold of anti-Japanese prejudice. 

A Federal Grand Jury refused to indict Iva T oguri unless 
the American POW who worked with her at Radio Tokyo 
was similarly charged with treason. But when prosecutors 
promised to charge the former POW before an army 
court martial, the Grand Jury issued an eight-count indict-
ment against her. (The promise was never kept. The man 
was promoted to major shortly thereafter.) When the trial 
started in 1949, prosecutors quickly removed all non-
whites from the jury. Ironically, the prosecution's case 
rested largely on the testimony of two "turncoat'' 
American civilian men who worked for Radio Tokyo. 
Other prosecution witnesses could only recite the legend 
of "Tokyo Rose," and could not identify the person on 
trial, The main defense witnesses were the three former 
POWs who had originally asked her to broadcast. Iva 
T oguri herself testified she firmly believed she was helping 
the United States. 
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After the longest and most expensive trial on record at the 
time, spectators and journalists were nearly unanimous in 
predicting complete acquittal or, at worst, a hung jury. 
When the jury reported a deadlock, the judge reminded 
them how expensive the trial had been for the government 
and appealed to their sense of patriotic duty. Thus 
admonished, the all-white jury returned a verdict of 
guilty on one of the eight counts. The judge sentenced 
her to ten years imprisonment and a $10,000 fine. Loss 
of American citizenship was automatic. 

Iva Toguri was released from prison in 1956, with reduced 
time for good behavior. But the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service promptly attempted to deport her as an 
"undesirable alien." In 1958 the government admitted 
there was nowhere they could deport her, and reclassified 
her a "stateless person." In 1968 a federal court ordered 
the confiscation of her life insurance policies as partial 
payment of the fine. In 1971 the Justice Department 
summoned her into federal court to demand payment 
of the remaining fine. The fine was recently satisfied when 
her father died and left a will stipulating that the fine be 
paid from his estate. Three appeals for review to the 
Supreme Court were denied, and two petitions for pardon 
to the President were unanswered. 

Iva T oguri is now 59 years of age and lives quietly in a 
Midwestern city. She is still classified as a stateless person 
and is denied most civil rights. Iva T oguri firmly proclaims 
her innocence. A renewed effort is underway to redeem 
her name and restore her American citizenship via a 
presidential pardon. With the support of the American 
people, Iva T oguri may finally be accorded the justice 
to which she is entitled. 

The preceding is just a brief outline of the ordeal and 
tragedy of Iva T oguri. For further information and a free 
copy of the booklet, "Iva Toguri (d'Aquino): Victim of a 
Legend," please contact: 

The National Committee for Iva Toguri 
Japanese American Citizens League 
1765 Sutter Street 

September 1975. 

San Francisco, California 94115 
(415) 921-5225 
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SUPPORTERS OF PRESIDENTIAL PARDON 

FOR IVA TOGURI d 1AQUINO. 

Media (Editorials): 

01/08/76 - Denver Post. 

02/06/76 - Honolulu Advertiser. 

02/09/76 - San Francisco Chronicle. 

02/15/76 - Washington Star (D.C,) 

02/19/76 - Valley News (San Fernando, Calif.) 

03/02/76 Seattle Post Intelligencer. 

03/04/76 - San Francisco Examiner. 

03/07/76 - Los Angeles Times. 

03/29/76 - San Francisco KFRC-Radio. 

04/22/76 - Los Angeles Times. 

06/03/76 - San Francisco Examiner. 

06/27/76 - Dayton Daily News (Ohio). 

Individuals (statements made): 

(continued on page 3) 

02/18/76 - Governor George R. Ariyoshi, Hawaii. 

02/24/76 - Congressman John Krebs, California. 

03/20/76 - Dr. S. I. Hayakawa. 

03/22/76 - Congressman Spark M. Matsunaga, Hawaii. 

03/25/76 - Assemblyman Paul T. Bannai, California. 

04/08/76 - Congressman B. F. Sisk, California. 

04/09/76 - Secretary of State March Fong Eu, California. 

05/04/76 - Congressman Abner J. Mikva, Illinois. 
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05/12/76 - Congressman Donald M. Fraser, Minnesota. 

05/20/76 - Assemblyman S. Floyd Mori, California. 

05/23/76 - Attorney General Evelle J. Younger, California. 

06/01/76 - City and County Supervisor Quenton L. Kopp, San Francisco. 

06/ /76 - County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn, Los Angeles. 

06/02/76 - State Senator Milton Marks, California. 

06/29/76 Lieut. Governor Melvyn Dymally, California. 

07/10/76 Mayor George Moscone of San Francisco. 

08/06/76 - Mayor Tom Bradley of Los Angeles. 

08/19/76 - Congresswoman Yvonne B. Burke, California. 

10/04/76 - Assemblyman Vic Fazio, California. 

Organizations: 

03/09/76 - San Francisco Commission on the Status of Women. 

03/11/76 - American Civil Libe·rties Union, Northern Calif. Chapter. 

04/22/76 - Americans for Democratic Action (ADA), Northern Calif. Chapter. 

05/05/76 - National Council of the Churches of Christ. 

05/12/76 Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW), 
Willard Anderson Post #2471, Dalles, Oregon. 

06/24/76 - California State Legislature: Assembly 60-0, Senate 22-0. 

07/0&/76 - San Francisco Board of Supervisors. 

07/09/76 - 41st Infantry Division Association. 

07 /14/76 

09/16/76 

Council of the City and County of Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Los Angeles City Council. 

... 3/ 
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09/28/76 San Jose (Calif.) City Council. 

09/28/76 - Human Relations Commission cf the County of Santa Clara, Calif. 

10/01/76 - VFW Nisei Memorial Post #1629, Monterey Peninsula, Calif. 

10/05/76 - VFW Nisei Post #8985, Sacramento, Calif. 

11/13/76 - American Veterans Committee. 

11/18/76 - Board of Supervisors, County of Santa Clara (California). 

Media (Editorials) (continued from page·1): 

11/22/76 - Denver Post. 

11/22/76 - Honolulu Advertiser. 

11/22/76 Oakland Tribune. 

11/19/76 - Chicago Sun-Times, 
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CASE OF "TOKYO ROSE" RECENT PRESS NOTES 

DENVER POST (Robert Pattridge, editorial page editor) 

. 01/08/76 - "Clemency Due in 'Tokyo Rose' Case" 
"It is time for clemency. It is past time .... Iva 
Toguri d'Aquino, victim .of a legend, has paid a 
price deserving of renewed American citizenship." 

SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE (Jerry Carroll & Keith Power) 

02/04/76 - ''Was 'Tokyo Rose I Really a Patriot?" 
02/05/76 - "How the Tokyo Rose Myth was Created" 
02/06/76 - "The Trial of 'Tokyo Rose'--A Tragedy of Error?" 

• 02/09/76 - Editorial: "The Afterlight on Tokyo Rose" 
"In the light of the facts shown in the Chronicle review 
of- thi? s9rry case, President Ford should grant her pardon. 
She will be 60 years old on the Fourth of July." 

02/16/76 - "'Tokyo Rose' Juror Urges a Pardon" 

WALL STREET JOURNAL (Edwin McDowell) 
02/06/76 - "The Case of 'Tokyo Rose'" 

"Convicted of treason 20 years ago, she still maintains 
her innocence. And ~he ts p·robably right." 
"· .. a presidential pardon .. ,would be tacit acknowledgement 
that in singling her out, the government ... was punishing a 
legend rather than the human being who stood in the dock of 
justice." 

HONOLULU ADVERTISER 
02/06/76 - Editorial: "·· .a valuable service, both real and symbolic, 

would be done by restoring to Mrs. Iva Toguri d'Aquino her 
American citizenship." 

03/09/76 - "'Tokyo Rose' case. 

WASHINGTON STAR (D.C.) 
02/15/76 - Editorial: "After 

persuaded that the 
consideration. 

Ariyoshi calls for pardon" (Peter Rosegg) 
~o.p., 

({ 
reading Mr. McDowell 1s article, we are .:.. 
case of 'Tokyo Rose' does merit official 

"It is consonant with our sense of justice to re-examine 
whether injustice vrns done. Acknowledging error is a mark 
of maturity, in nations as in individuals." 

... 2/ 
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SAN FRANCISCO EXA.~INER (Dexter Waugh) 
02/23/76 - "Clemency at Last for Tokyo Rose? Young Collins Will Try" 
03/04/76 - Editorial: "The Strange Case cf Tokyo Rose" 

" ... this country should look once more at the strange 
case of Tokyo Rose. If the facts are what they seem to 
be, a presidential pardon should be granted .... And it 
would be a tacit acknowledgement that the government 
singled her out and punished a legend, rather than a 
human being." 

SEATTLE POST INTELLIGENCER 
03/02/76 - Editorial: "The Strange Case of Tokyo Rose" 

(Identical to the San Francisco Examiner editorial) 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE (Linda Witt) 
02/23/76 - "Was Tokyo Rose ally or enemy-?" 
02/24/76 - ''Was Tokyo Rose mocking the Japanese?'' 
02/25/76 - "Pardon for Tokyo Rose?" 

CHICAGO DAILY NEWS (Lois Wille) 
02/23/76 - "The saga of Tokyo Rose: Was she really- a traitor?" 

CHICAGO SUN-TIMES (Michael Miner) 
02/26/76,., "Japanese Americans take up fight to clear Tokyo Rose" 

LOS ANGELES TIMES (Harriet Stix) 
02/24/76 - "Tokyo Rose: Propagandist or Pawn?" 
03/07 /76 - Editorial: "At War With a Legend'' 

"Iva Toguri d'Aquino was convicted of treason under perhaps 
the most widely misunderstood set of circumstances that ever 
brought any American into court on that charge." 
"A presidential pardon would be an act of grace by the 
government.'' 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN (Dean Lipton) 
03/05/76 - "The Press and 'Tokyo Rose' 

How a trumped-up journalistic scoop led to three decades 
of injustice" 
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WASHINGTON POST (Nicholas von Hoffman) 

03/10/76 - "Trial with Error? Sleep Tight Tokyo Rose" 

NEWSWEEK 

03/22/76 - "Pardon for Tokyo Rose?" 

REGISTER AND TRIBUNE SYNDICATE (S. I. Hayakawa) 

03/20/76 - "The Woman Who was Not 'Tokyo Rose'" 

"None of the 27 prisoners of war who broadcast on Radio 
Tokyo was punished by his government. In fact, Captain 
Ince had been promoted to Major immediately after his 
liberation, apparently for doing the same kind of work at 
Radio Tokyo for which Mrs. d'Aquino was tried for treason." 

03/27/76 - "A Pardon for Iva Toguri d'Aquino" 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

"I believe that a pardon is long overdue for Iva Toguri 
d'Aquino, a loyal American throughout, despite the injustices 
she has suffered." 

(Ronald Yates, Tribune Far East correspondent in Tokyo) 

03/22/76 - "Tokyo Rose's accusers claim U.S. forced them to lie" 

'!We had no choice,"- said one of the witnesses whose damaging 
testimony helped send Iva Toguri d'Aquino to prison for six 
years and two months. "U.S. Occupation Army police came and 
told me I had no choice but to testify against Iva, or else." 

"We were told what to say and what not to say two hours 
every moring for a month before the trial started." 

"Even though I was a government witness against her, I can 
say today that Iva Toguri d'Aquino was innocent--she never did 
anything treasonable." 

"I've heard Iva is very bitter about our testimony. I 
understand her bitterness and I feel she has a right to feel that 
way. I just wish I had the opportunity to talk with Iva and 
tell her why we had to do it." 

"We were told that if we didn't cooperate, Uncle Sam might 
arrange a trial for us too .... So we cooperated and we did 
what we were told and now many of us have guilty conscience 
because of it." 

03/23/76 - "Tokyo Rose 'just a scapegoat 1 : husband" 
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UPI, TOKYO (Leslie Nakashima) 

03/26/76 - "Tokyo Rose said war fantasy victim" 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE (Linda Witt) 

04/01/76 - "'Tokyo Rose' decides to talk" 

"After being slapped around for 30 years, what am I 
suppose to think when they suddenly discover I was 
innocent after all?" 

"I didn't abandon this country. Wayne Collins used to 
say it abandoned me .... But it's been a lonely and solitary 
life. II 

LOS ANGELES HEARLD-EXAMINER (AP) 

03/07/76 - "The Strange Case of Tokyo Rose" 

SAN JOSE NEWS 

03/05/76 - Duplicate of article from Chicago Sun-Times. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR (Robert M. Press) 

0.3/26/76 - "'Tokyo Rose' conviction brought under scrutiny." 

WASHINGTON POST (Joel D. Weisman) 

03/28/76 - ."Voice From Out of the Past" 

"I had faith in the system. And even after what happened 
to me I believe in this country. If the trial were held 
again today, I'm sure I would be found innocent." 

NEVADA STATE JOURNAL (Jack Stevenson) 

04/04/76 - "Iva d'Aquino: Wash She a Traitor or Scapegoat?" 

NATIONAL OBSERVER (Bruce Koon) 

04/03/76 - "'Tokyo Rose,' Three Decades Later" 
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"Perhaps the President will have the courage to review 
her case and restore her American citizenship. Then we 
can witness whether there are residual feelings of sick-
ness and weariness in this country; or whether there is 
enough moral resilience to grant a tiny bit of respect for 
this woman." 

think there's a little magic left in this country. Maybe 
just enough to bury Tokyo Rose and recognize and honor Iva 
Toguri d'Aquino." 

northwest access (Assoc. Students of the University of Washington, Seattle) 

March/April 1976 - "'Tokyo Rose' - The Estranged American" (Mary Parker) 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS (Denver, Colorado) 

4/11/76 - "Tokyo Rose: 30 years later, the possibility of a pardon" 

This Linda Witt's article originally appeared in Chicago 
Tribune, 4/1/76, under the title: "'Tokyo Rose' decides to talk" 

LOS ANGELES TIMES (Editorial) 

4/22/76 - "A Plea That Should be Heard" 

"It is evident that Mrs. d'Aquino was convicted unfairly by 
prejudicial wartime septimeni that still prevailed at the 
time of her trial. That justice can be alleviated by 
granting her the pardon she seeks, to restore her citizenship." 

HONOLULU ADVERTISER 

4/23/76 - ''Matsunaga says pardon d 'Aquino" 

"On the basis of evidence which has come to light in recent 
months, her conviction of 1949 of the crime of treason 
represented a serious miscarriage of justice." 

"Her years of suffering cannot be obliterated, but that 
suffering can be partially assuaged by restoring to her 
that which she has always prized above all else--her 
U.S. citizenship." 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 

5/5/76 - Linda Witt and Ronald Yates articles from the Chicago 
Tribune reprinted. 
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PORTLAND SCRIBE (Oregon) (Sue Sargent) 

5/20/76 - "Tokyo Rose: legend/victim" 

MINNEAPOLIS TRIBUNE (Editorial) 

5/25/76 - "'Tokyo Rose' should be pardoned" 

SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER (Editorial) 

6/3/76 - "Pardon Tokyo Rose" 

"Of all the petitions for pardons on President Ford's 
desk, none perhaps is more deserving than that for Iva 
Toguri d'Aquino .... 

''As noted before in this space, she apparently was not 
a turncoat but a scapegoat, the victim of postwar hysteria. 

"The Japanese American Citizens League has tried to keep 
its campaign in behalf of Mrs . d'Aquino out of presidential 
politics. It would be fitting indeed, though, if Mr. Ford 
pardoned Mrs. d'Aquino now, restoring her citizenship 
before her 60th birthday, which falls on July 4." 

HONOLULU STAR-BULLETIN 

6/17/76 - (Hank Sato) "Tokyo Ros~ callea victim of hysteria; 
Presidential pardon sought this year." 

6/18/76 - "California Secretary of State backs d'Aquino pardon" 

VALLEY NEWS, San Fernando, Calif. (Editorial) 

2/29/76 - "Tokyo Rose revew warrented" 

SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER (Dexter Waugh) 

2/24/76 - "New evidence that Tokyo Rose was framed" 

(Based on documents obtained from U.S. Justice Dept 
FBI files under the Freedom of Information Act.) 

HONOLULU ADVERTISER (Peter Rosegg) 

"Tokyo Rose and me. Norman Reyes' story" 

6/27/76 - "FBI coercion at d 1Aquino trial? 
"Jury didn't hear witness' story of Iva d'Aquino. 
"The story behind Reyes-d'Aquino story." 
"A case for justice" (Editorial) 
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6/28/76 - "Trying to outwit radio censors - under the gun in 
wartime Japan. 

"d'Aquino trial and the overeager judge." 

6/29/76 - "Trapped inside hostile Japan and his duties at 
Radio Tokyo" 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS (Ohio) (Editorial) 

6/27/76 - "Free Tokyo Rose" 

SAN JOSE MERCURY (Aramando Acuna) 

9/7/76 - "Tokyo Rose: Is 27 Years Enough?" 

JUNGLEER (publication of the 41st Infantry Division Association) 

July 1976 - "4lsters: Tokyo Rose should be pardoned" 

"If it were in the power of the 4lsters, Mrs. d'Aquino--
'Tokyo Rose'--would be pardoned as promptly as Washington's 
bureaucratic tape would allow. In fact, there isn't a 
single man in the 41st Infantry Division who thinks she 
should have been tried and punished in . the first place. 
The case is considered a travesty on justice and a blot on 
our postwar behaviro." 

"When the question of pardon was brought up at the annual 
Association meeting in Dearborn (Michigan) a few weeks ago 
(July 8-9; more than 500 4lsters attended), it was unanimously 
agreed to put the Association on the record as being in favor 
of an immediate pardon." 

DENVER POST (Editorial) 

November 22, 1976 - "Heed Plea of Tokyo Rose" 

·"There is much merit to her plea." 

"Nothing now can restore the years she lost in prison, or 
salve the heartbreak of unjustly being branded a traitor. 
But a presidential pardon, restoring the citizenship she 
cherished through all her travail, would be only simple 
justice. We urge President Ford to sign it." 

HONOLULU ADVERTISER · (Editorial) 

11/22/76 - "Pardon 'Tokyo Rose'" 

"Her request presents President Ford the opportunity to make 
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a humane and symbolic gesture during his final days in 
office.'' 

"For the President of the United States, a pardon would be 
a small act that says much about our fairness and compassion 
as a nation." 

OAKLAND TRIBUNE (Editorial) 

11/22/76 - "Pardon Tokyo Rose" 

"President Ford should undertake a compassionate act before 
he leaves office in January--grant a full pardon to Tokyo Rose." 

"Now that the official request for pardon has been filed ... 
it is time for the President to act." 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN (Dean Lipton) 

10/08/76 - "New evidence of a Tokyo Rose frameup. Incriminating new 
evidence of a conspiracy to frame." 

CHICAGO SUN-TIMES (Editorial) 

11/19/76 - "Pardon 'Tokyo Rose•" 

"Ford can guarantee tf\at with a stroke of a pen. That 
healing gesture could be among the best of his last acts 
as President," 

11/18/76 - "Tokyo Rose again seeks pardon: 'America is my home'" 
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IVA IKUKO TOGURI d,AQUINO 

The tragic story of Iva T oguri spans 35 years. It 
began in 1941 when, at the request of her parents, 
she went to visit her seriously sick aunt. World War II 
broke out before she could return. She took great pride 
in her American citizenship, and she repeatedly refused 
to renounce it in spite of constant threats in wartime 
Japan. 

She became one of 14 English speaking women 
announcers at Radio Tokyo. "Tokyo Rose" was a 
name coined by Americans, and applied to any and 
all women broadcasters heard on Japanese radio. Iva 
T oguri was the most unlikey candidate to fill the 
image of a seductive voiced siren who was supposed 
to undermine the morale of the American fighting men. 
Iva Toguri's voice was crisp and sharp. She was out-
spokenly pro-American, even to the discomfort of 
other Americans at Radio Tokyo who were trying 
to make the best of the situation. However, at the end 
of the war, she alone was imprisoned without charge 
and without legal counsel. 

After a thorough one-year investigation in Japan, 
the Department of Justice and Occupation Forces 
concluded they had no case against her and released 
her in 1946. She was re-arrested the following year 
after the U.S. media caused an outcry when she 
applied to return home to America. 

At the trial held in San Francisco in 1949, she 
was convicted on one of eight counts on the 
uncorroborated testimony of two "turncoat" American 
civilians who worked for Radio Tokyo. In an incredible 
miscarriage of justice, for words she did not say, 
Iva Toguri d'Aquino was sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment, fined $10,000 and she lost her American 
citizenship. In March of 1976, in Tokyo, the two 
"turncoat" witnesses admitted that they were coerced 
by the United States government to give false 

testimonies during the trial. 
Wayne M. Collins was her chief counsel, and continued 
to represent her for over 25 years until his death in 
1974. His son, also Wayne M. Collins, is now her 
attorney and will file a petition for presidential 
pardon. 

Iva Toguri has served a total of 8½ years in prison, 
including two years before the trial. Upon her release 
in 1956 the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
attempted to deport her to Japan as an "undesirable 
alien". She was eventually classified a "stateless person". 
In 1968 a federal court ordered the confiscation of 
her insurance policies as partial payment of the 
$10,000 fine. The remainder was satisfied in 1975 
when her father's will stipulated that the fine be paid 
from his estate. 

The long ordeal continued - not only the humiliation 
but a plague of threatening letters and phone calls 
throughout the three intervening decades. 

The JACL National Iva T oguri Committee was 
formed in April 1975 to support Wayne M. Collins' 
efforts to secure a presidential pardon and to restore 
her cherished American citizenship. A booklet, "Iva 
Toguri (d'Aquino): Victim of a Legend", was published 
by the committee in September 1975 to educate the 
American people. Responses from the public and 
the media have been phenomenal. 

Nothing can be said or done to erase over 30 years 
of suffering, abuse and humiliation endured by Iva 
T oguri. Remarkalby, she has remained steadfastly 
loyal to the United States despite atrocious treatment 
by our government. In this bicentennial year when 
we are celebrating the glories of a nation conceived 
in justice and fair play for all, we urge our President 
to correct one of the greatest personal miscarriages of 
justice recorded in the history of our country. 

• 
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Twenty )'ears ago last month Iva Tcguri 

D'Aquino was lreecl from federal prison af-
ter serving more than six year<; of a 10 
year ,entence. Hers was no ordinary 
crime. She WRS one of the 24 Americans 
rcnvicted of treason since 179:e;_ And Mrs. 
D'Aquino is anything but an ordinary ex-
convict: She is the notr,riou,, Tokyo Rose. 

Tokyo Rose'· The very name conjures 
up memories of a femme fatale broadcast-
ing a mixture of music and propaganda to 
American fighting men. So it may come as 
a sho,:k to learn that a growing number of 
Americans are convinced that Iva Toguri 
D'Aquino, born as it happens on the Fourth 
of July, was not a turncoat but a scapegoat 
-a victim of post-war hysterh who in this 
Bicentenn:al year deserves a presidential 
pardon. Moreover, a lengthy review of her 
case strongly suggests that Mrs. 
D'Aquino's defenders may well be right. 

''We're convinced that she was unfairly 
singled out and wrongly convicted," says 
David Ushio, executi,e director of the 30,-
000-member Japanese American Citizens 
League, which is actively campaigning for 
the presidential pardon. 

That might be much more difficult to 
achieve than it sounds. For one thing, 
many important figures involved in the 
case have died, including Mrs. D' Aquino's 
two principal lawyers . Moreover, the pub-
lic appears to be growing weary of charges 
that U.S. justice is always to blame in lm- • 
portant trials with political overtones. Fi-
nally, Mrs. D'Aquino. 59. who lives a life of 
relative anonymity in Chicago, is reluctant 
to assist her own cause. 

She continues to maintain her innocence 
but she has little faith that she will be par• 
doned, especially since two earlier peti-
tions for clemency were denied. And she is 
fearful of &tirring up those persistent anon-

• ymous hate letters and telephone calls. 
. 'Tve learned to live with what happened to 
; me," she says, "to accept it like an ill-
' ness." 

"It's the worst, the absolute worst case 
I know of in AmPrican history," her law-
yer Wayne M. Collins told this reporter 
shortly before he died in 1974. "When the 
truth finally comes out about Iva, Ameri-
cans will hang their heads in shame," 
echoed Theodore Tamba, her other lawyer 

- who also has since died. Both San Fran-
cisco attorneys were so convinced of her 
innocence that they represented her free of 

. charge fer almost 25 years. 
I The first of many ironies in the Tokyo 
1 Rose case is that there never was anyone 

named Tokyo Rose. That nickname was 
coined by G.L s in the Pacific who listened 
to English-speaking female announcers 
from Japanese stations in Tokyo and a 
dozen other nations. Iva D'Aquino was one 
of the many broadcasters over Radio To-
kyo. As the U.S. government noted ln its 
Oct. 21, 1946 announcement /Jater re-
versed) that it was dropping plans to pro-
secute her, "Tokyo Rose" was a "com• 
posite person with at least a dozen voices." 

An Accident of Fate 
That the Los Angeles-born UCLA gradu• 

ate wound ui:1 in J apan at all during the 
war can be attributed to fate. When a Jet-
t ~r arrived in June 1941 from an uncle In 
Japan saying that his wife was ill, it _was 
decided that Iva would visit her on behalf 
of the family. 

U.S. government documents reveal that 
she sailed for Japan on July 15, 1941 with a 

' certificate or identification authorizing a 
six months stay, her application for a pass-
port not having been acted upon by the 
State Department. Forty-five days after 
she arrived she again applied for a U.S. 
passport. Her application was forwarded 
from the American consulate in Tokyo to 
Washington. 

Meanwhile, relations between the U.S. 
and .Japan co:-itinued to deteriorate. On 
Dec. 1 she received a cable from her 
father telling her to book passag<' on the 
iiner T:;tsuta M!l.ru sailing tor the U.S. the 
next C:ay. Official records show that she 
couldn't obtain the necessary clearances in 
ti me . nor iu time to book pa;,sage on a re-
patfr,ticn ship that left in Fd,ruary 1942. 
By t:•e lime another ship left in SeptembH, 
she tvuldn't afford the rare. Nor could she 
\\Tite home from an enemy nation for 
money, and in any case her family had 
been reloca ted to a drtention camp in Ari-

f< ot 
wna I where her mother died 10",:1 a:te r• 
wards 1. 

Trapped in a country whose larr:J::ge 
she barely understcod. she evo:rtnaJI~, 
found a job in mid-1942 with Domei news 
i:.gency. In Janu:iry 1943 she went to work 
as a clerk -typist for the Danish legation; 
seven months later she also took a part-
lime secretarial job at Radio Tokyo. All 
the while she was under surveillance ot the 
secre t poiice. who regularly dropped ln tor 
reports on her whereabouts. They a lso sug-
gested that she become a J apanese citizen. 
otherwise she v:ould be under constant 
scrutiny and suspicion as an enemy alien 
and denied food rations. • 

A former master sergeant in the secret 
police later swore in a deposition that Mrs. 

20 Convicted of treason 
years ago, she still main-
tains her innocence. And 
she's probably right. 

D'Aqui110 constantly said Japan would lose 
the war, despite his warning that it was not 
good to talk that way. 

Of all the civilians working at Radio To-
kyo, she alone refused to renounce her U.S. 
citizenship. Had she in fact become a Japa-
nese citizen it's unlikely she would have 
been tried for treason. 

Some 30 POWs of various nationalities 
were assigned to Radio Tokyo and forced 
to cooperate under penalty of death. The 
ranking POW. Australian Major Charles 
Cousens, test ified that Iva D'Aquino often 
smuggled them food, medicine and news 
from the outside world. U.S. Army Capt. 
Wallace Ince testified similarly at her trial 
-and recently repeateJ his testimony-
adding that she smuggled in a blanket for 
a sick prisoner. 

Both officers testified that when the 
Japanese ordered them to expand a 15 
minute music program I "Zero Hour '' I into 
75 minutes of news. commentary, POW 
messages and music designed to lower G.I. 
morale, the prisoners had no alternative -
excc{Jt to try to minimize the propaganda 
quotient. 

Because Major Cousens came to trust 
Iva Toguri (who married a Portuguese na-
tional in April 1945 ), he told his Japanese 
bosses he wanted her to play the records. 
When she learned she had been drafted as 
an announcer, she protested but Cousens 
told her she had no choice. He assured her 
that he and Captain Ince would ,Hite all 
her scripts and see that they were free of 
propaganda. So after Cousens coached her 
briefly in announcing techniques, in No-
vember 1943 she began playing six to eight 
songs a night. Ultimately she began refer-
ring to herself as "Orphan Ann," the nick-
name coine<l by Cousens. 

It's debatable how successtully the 
POWs undermined the propaganda ordered 
by Japanese authorities. although the rec-
ord indicates u," t they tried. It also shows 
they were beaten, threatened with execu-
tion, and two recalcitrant PO\Vs were 
hauled away to be executed. After the war 
Captain Ince was promoted to Major ln the 
l 1.S. Army and Major Cousens was acquit-
ted of treason charges in Australi a. 

A confidential memo from the Army le-
gal section of Aprii 17 , 1946 said: "There is 
no evidence that [Iva D'AqulnoJ ever 
broadcast greetings to units by name and 
location, or predicted military movements 
or attacks indicating access to secret mili-
tary inform ation and plans. . . . " That 
same confidential memo added; "There 
is evidence that [Mrs. D'Aqulno] 
found this work distasteful." 

Mrs. D'Aquino was released .:.fter ini-
tially being clea red by the Army and the 
Justice Department, and after having been 
imprisoned virtually incommunicado for 
more than a year without ball or benefit of 
legal counsel. For two years the FBI 
vainly tr!c·d to find the two witnesses nec-
essary to prosecute hu for treaso.i; the 
government finally ap!Jeaied publicly tor 
witnesses. Tv,enty-two months later, dur-
ing wh!ch t:me her reapplication for e. U.S. 
pflssport provoked >1.n 6ry bla;;b tr-om Wal-
ter Winchell and se,ei·al veterans· organI-
zgtio!'"ts, she wa:"l rea.crested, brought to San 
Francisco and ;n1icted by a !ederal grand 
jury. 

The tnal , chargin~ her with eight ovnt 

I 

I 
I acts of tre,,son. ooened in J•Jlv 1949. lasted i 

:1!:nost 1 i wet ks., tctaJlrd niniost one 1nil· ' 
liDn words, cost som .. ::50,000 and involved 
i1 witn<>~ses plus depos,tions from 19 wit-
ne!'<ses in Japan. It was the longest treason 
trial in tJ.S. history, and it was hard'.y a 
pro:eeding of v.-hlch the U.S can be proud. 

Governm"'nt peremptory cii~lienges ex-
cluded any but Caucas,an jurors. Defense 
witnesses testified they were threatened 
and intimidated by government officials. 
An FBI agent admitted that one govern-
ment witness confessed that he had been 
bribed to testify falsely ?.gainst Mrs. 
D'Aquino before the grand jury. A deposi-
tion from an AP reporter In Japan as-
serted that a government witness tried to 
bribe him to testify falsely against the de• 
fendant. 

By the time of the trial only 13 scripts 
or records of the 340 Zero Hour broadcasts 
recorded by Federal Broadcast Intelli-
gence Service monitoring stations were 
available to the defense. The others had 
been "routinely destroyed." One of the few 
that hadn't began: "Here ·s the first blow 
at your morale, the Boston Pops orches-
tra." Even government witnesses from 
Japan denied that Iva D'Aquino made in-
flammatory or treasonous remarks. 

Acquittal Seemed Likely 
When the jury began its deliberations, 

an informal poll among Bay Area report-
ers who covered the trial every day pro-
duced a 9-to-1 vote for acquittal. As it 
turned out the jury had been 10 to 2 for itc· 
quittal, another time only one juror was 
convinced of Mrs. D'Aquino·s guilt. Only 
after the judge asked them to try a third 
time, reminding them of the time and ex-
pense, did the jury finally reach a verdict. 

Iva D'Aquino was guilty of one count of 
trying to undermine American morale dur• 
ing wartime. Specifically, she was guilty of 
broadcasting the following words after the 
battle of lRyte Gulf (the greatest naval 
battie in history, wt ,ch resulted in the vir-
tual destruction of the Japanese fleet I: 
"Orphans ot the Pac;iic, you are really or-
phans now. How wlll you get home now 
that all your ships are sunk?" Asked If the ' 
jurors ever considered acquitting her, the 
jury foreman replied: "If lt had been pos-
sible under the judge's instructions, we 
would have done so." 

The two principal eyewitnesses to 1frs. 
D'Aquino's "treason" were two of her Jap• 
anese superiors at Radio Tokyo -both of 
them American-born citizens who re -
nounced their U.S. citizenship after going to 
Japan in the 1930s. Moreover , the wife of 
one of the two herself broadcast over Ra-
dio Tokyo as the "Saturday night party 
girl.·· It was her husband who fingered Iva 
D'Aquino to newsmen as Tokyo Rose. 

One or two U.S. newspapers commented 
at the time on the irony of two admitted 
turncoats accusing of treason the only ci-
vilian at Radio Tokyo who refused to re-
nounce her U.S. citizenship. All the other 
iemale announcers were let off. Two of them 
were sul.Jsequently allowed back ln the U.S. 
and currently reside on the West Coast. 

Af ter her parole from prison at Alder-
son, W.Va., the government tried to deport 
:\trs. D'Aquino as an alien. But the contra• 
diction of trying to deport a native bo;:n 
American, who had been convicted of trea-
son pre.:isely because she had been a U.S. 
citizen, drew so much criticism that even-
tually the government abandoned tha t at-
tempt. 

Iva D'Aquino 's supporters have no Illu-
sions that a presidential pardon will undo 
the years she spent in prison or recover 
the fine that was paid in full last summer. 
But it would restore her ,;citizenship. 
Mainly, though, it would be tacit acknowl-
edgement that in smgling her out, the gov-
ernment -as a small Japanese American 
newspaper put it two day~ after she was 
sentenced -was ''punishing a legend rather 
than tile human being who stood in the 
dock ot justice." 

"Maybe !! I knew how things were 
going to work out I might not have come 
home, I might have gone somewhere else," 
sighed ~!rs. D'Aquino recently. "But eve n 
then, l doubt it. America is my home. it will 
al\,ay$ tc my home. and I never did any-
thing d:sloyal toward tile country I love ." 

Mr. McDvu-e !l ts a member of the Jour• 
nnl's ,ditorial page eta/I. 
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THE WALL STREET JOl'RNAL, MonJay, Feb. 2J, 1976 

Letters to the T"""\d• j ~ r .,Lo-<1,.0 u ll 1. 

. I 

. . . . . . .•.... i 

• ~-fore on Tok \"O Rose 
Editor. The WlJ/1 St.rcrt .J o11ni al: 

I read with unusual ;_n:ere~t Edwin Mc· 
Dowell's article "The Case o! 'Tokyo 
Rose' " (Feb. 6 l. To my imowiedge this is 
the first tin:e. that there ha\·e been publi· 
cized facts -concerning the circumstances 

. of Iva Toguri D'Aquino. 
• • l was the case ofiicH of the T,>l1yc 
:Metropolitan Counter Intelli gence Corp~ 

·detachment in charg<? of the investi gation~ 
concerning allied personnel who had broad· 
cast for the Japanese over Radio Tckyo 
during wartime. Together with an o!ficer 
·of the Australian Field Security Service, I 
personally interrogated Major Cousrns . 
Major Ince. John D. Provc,o and :,!ark 

• Lewis Streeter. I was a witness for the 
Australian go,·ernment in its treason case 
against Major Cousens. 

The essential facts you related con·cern• 
Ing the reasons !or :\1rs. 0-Aqumo's pres• 
ence in Tokyo, and her atten.pts to leave it 
·prior to the wa r, were independently con• 
. firmed by the Counter_ Intell:,-:ence Ccrps. 

In a signed statement, ·:-.rajor . Cousens 
took soie responsibility for the fact that 
Mrs. ·o·Aquino was ordered by the Japa• • 
nese to broadcast lr.e scripts whicl) were · 
written by Cousens and I!lce. On his own 
lnttlati\'c, he ad·,ised the Japanese In 
charge of his broadcast section that a typ-
ist, Mn:. D'/ qulno, v:culd make a g-ood an• 
nouncer; and thcreup-:m the Japanese or• 
dered :\1rs. o·Aquino to read the scripts. 
As Cousens and the J apanest! boUJ admi!· 
ted, she had no choice in this rei;ard. 

It was and Is inconceivable to me that 
the United States would try ::ilrs. D'Aqulno 
for treason · without first try ing others 
who,c conduct was tar n:ore questionable 
In matters of degree. ll is uncontrovcrtcd 
Uiat there was no such thmg as "Tokyo 
Rose." You are correct that there were 
quite a few women announcers on Radio 
'l'okyo, some of whom at one t!me held 
Amnlcan citize:nship. Only M;·s. D'Aquin-> 
was tried ._ Perhaps the Cr~i tcd State5 did 
not v.i~h to admit that there was more than 
one Aml'rit:an "Tokyo Rose.'' but in fact · 
thcrt' were less mitigati:1g circumstances 

- ·for the conduct of the others. • 
• Gc:,ll-: ,;;; S. Gt ·Ysl 

_OJ.·lnho111u City. Ok/J. 
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Clemency Due in 'Tokyo :.Rose' 
"And earthly power doth then show likest 

God's, 
When mercy seasons justice." -WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE • 

HOW WOULD YOU like to be haunted by a 
curious legend? How would you like to be labeled 
the "Tokyo Rose '' of World War II? 

What if the legend resu lted in your conviction 
for treason in 194 9? After"a 56-day trial that cost 
the U. S. government a half-million dollars, you 
spent six years and two months in a federal re-
formatory. 

You settle in Chicago. You are subject to de-
portation threats and property confiscation. There 
.seems no end to your misery. 
• Ironically, in this Bicentennial year, you will 
mark your 60th birthday next July 4-a date so 
precious to the free American way of life. And you· 
were an American until your treason conviction. 

Born in Los Angeles, Calif., you attended public 
schools there and received a zoology degree in 
June 1941 from the University of California at Los 
Angeles. Following your graduation, your family 

, made a tragic decision. You were sent to Japan to 
ca~e ior a seriously ill aunt. You were stranded 
there when war erupted Dec. 7, 1941, between 
Japan and the United States. 

' YOU WERE ALONE and without funds. Under 
_ pressure from the Japane·se and understanding it 

was a covert burlesque, you read scripts pre-
pared by a trio of Al!ied · prisoners of war over 
Radio Tokyo. You were one of 14 women in-
volved in the broadcasts.· Unknown to you, · 
American Gls applied the label "Tokyo Rosa" to 

By J10BERT PJ\TTRIDGE 
---------·--------

This opinion column is by the editorial page 
• editor of The Denver Post. • • 

all female broadcasters heard on Japanese radio 
stations. 

Evidence has since shown lhere.wns no single 
person known as "Tokyo Rose." But you bflcc1ma 
the scapegoat. The only one accused. 

You received the most publicity. You wc>ra 
jailed by American authorities During 12 months 
imprisonment in Jaran you were never inrorn;ied 
of any charges, you were denied legal counsel, 
denied speedy trial and prohibited frorn sending 
or receiving mail. 

On Oct. 26, 1946, you were released. Th(> case 
appeared closed. You settled in Tokyo with your 
husband, a Portuguese citizen, and brc~me 
pregnant. 

Des iring to see your fnmily and have your child 
born in your native United States, you tried to 
return home. You became tho ey!l of a hurricane 
of protest. Walter Winchell and assorted America 
First organizations campaigned against you. 

Aug. 26, 1948, you were arrested again In 
Tokyo and charged with treason. You wore 
brought to San Francisco for trial where finally 
you received counsel. The lawyers served wiH1~ 
out pay. 

A Grand Jury first refused to indict unless other 
American ci:izens involved at Radio Tokyo were 
charged. Eventually, the jury returned an eight- · 
,count indictment against you. 

The trial followed. After three days of delibera-. 
tions, a jury found you innocent of seven counts; 

. guilty on one count. ·1 he jury_ found you guilty of 
one overt act: "That on a day during October 
1944, the exact dc1tq being to the Grand Jurors 
unknow, defendant in the offices of the Broad-
casting Corporation of Japan did spo;ik into a 
microphone conc13rning the loss of ships." . ' 

Specific? Pretty vague. Where WNe the scripts, 
recordings, witnesses? Who heard you mouth 
those words 7 , 

You were sentenced to 10 years, fined $10,000 
and lost your t-,ner ican citizenship. The Supreme 
Court rejected your appeals. Your husband, who 
allended the tr if:ll, was taken back to occupied 
Jarrnn He had signed a statement saying he 
would not re-enter the United Slates. • , 

. . You 5f>rved your time. Your fine was eventua.lly 
paid by your f;unily. You try to live incon3pi-
cuou-=:ly in Chicago but the legend of "Tokyo 
Rose" haunt!i you. 

Two of your lawyers are dead. Tho other 
moved out of tile country. You continue to pro-
claim your innocence. Who will listen? ' 

FOnTUNATEL Y, you are not Iva Togurl 
d'Aquino. Was shs unjustly tried and convicted? 
Yes, resound~ th0 .Japanese American Citizens 

• • L.e::igue which has scores of members in Colora-
clo. The JACL seeks to restore her constitutional 
'rights through executive clemency or other legal 
·means. ;, 

It is limo for clemency. It is past time. The 
mercy English poet Shakespeare wrote so elo- . 
quently of needs to be settled on this case. 

Iva Toguri d'Aquino, victim of a legend; ha$ 
paid a price deserving of renewed American citl• 

~zenshi,p. • ' • • 

{ 

/ 
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Case of 'Tolyo Rose' 
On July 4, when America cele-

brates its 20oth birthday, Iva Ikuko 
Togtrri d'Aquino will be 60 years old 
She is better known to Americans by 
a name she apparently never used, 
"Toh")'o Rose." 

Across the page a Denver Post 
article relates some of the details of 
Mrs. d'Aquino's llie. The Japanese 
American Citizens League, a Main-
la,."ld group. has mounted a cam-
paign to gain clemency and restore 
American citizenship to Mrs. d'Aqui-
no. 

THE LEAGUE has published a 
booklet called, "Iva Toguri d'Aqui-
no: Victim of a Legend," which 
makes the case that in her convic-
tion for treason in 1949, she was "a 
casualty of the prejudices, stere-
otype£ and social mores" of the 
\Vorld War II period and just after. 

A re-reading oi news reports of the 
trial in San Francisco suggests she 
was not guilty of treason, as many 
observers at the time agreed. Under 
the circumstances, the decision of 
the lJ. S. government to prosecute 
Mrs: d'Aquino may have been un-
fair. 

Because she clung firmly to her 
American citizenship when stranded 
as a young woman in Japan at the 
start of World War II, Mrs. d'Aquino 
was harassed by the Japanese gov-
ernment and people. She was forced 
to subsist in a hostile environment 
on her only marketable skill - use 
of the English language - first as a 
typist for Radio Tokyo and then as 
an announcer under Japanese Army 
orders. 

, Because she clung firmly to her 
American citizenship and tried to re-
turn to this country at the end of the 
war (after a ·year held incommunica-
do without charges in a war crimes 
prison) she was tried and perhaps 

: <unjustly convicted of treason. 
HER STORY is fraught with sad 

ironies. At the start of the war she 
tried to return to the U.S. but missed 
a place on the repatriation ships 
from ._T apan because the American 
Embassy disputed her citizenship 
and she was penniless. Had she re-
turned sh'.! would have been interned 
with other Japanese-Americans in a 
"relocation camp." Her mother died 

in such a camp at Gila River, 
Arizona. 

More than ten women who sp0ke 
on Japanese radio were known by 
the GI-invented name "Tokyo 
Rose," but only !\'1rs. d'Aquino was 
prosecuted. The three allied POW 
officers who wrote the scripts and 
chose Mrs. d'Aquino to read them 
because she had befriended them 
were never prosecuted. 

The two witnesses required by the 
U.S. Constitution to prove an act of 
treason were both Japanese-Ameri-
can "turncoats" who renounced ' 
their U.S. citizenship in Japan, as 
.Mrs. d'Aquino never did. 

AFTER MRS. d'AQUINO had 
served five years in prison and paid 
every penny she had for the fine for 
her conviction as traitor, the U.S. 
government tried to deport her ?.'•-~.n-
undesirable alien. --~ : 

Mrs. d 'Ar;uino said on the witness 
stand and insists today she was inno-
cent. She read scripts written by 
POWs which she says she believed 
were · intended to mock Japanese 
propaganda efforts and claims never 
to have committed treason in act or 
intent. 

AT WORST, Mrs. 'd'Aquino was 
convicted on one vague count of 
treason out of eight charged, served 
time in prison and paid her "debt to 
society." If half the improprieties of _ • 
the prosecution in her trial charged 
in the J ACL booklet are true, the 
"debt" may be the other way 
around. 

Today, 30 years after the war, 
Japan is our ally and its emperor 
visited the U.S. without incident. 
The mistreatment of Jnpanese-
Americans during ilie war is conven-
iently forgottrn by most. It is hoped 

. the "prejudices, stereotypes and so-
cial mores" of th~t time have been· 
set aside as well. 

Today, Mrs. d'Aquino lives quietly 
in Chicago, avoiding the public lime-
light. Perhaps this campaign to gaL11 
clemency will inconvenience her by 
focusing public attention on her 
again. But a · vafaable service, both 
real a~d symbolic, would be done by 
resto1ing to Mrs. Iva Tof;Uri d'Aqui-
no her American citizenship. 
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The AlteTI.ght 
0~ Toil{yo Rone 
THER£ IS NOW,ovenvhelming evidence 

that the 1-,49 treason trial of lYa D"Aquino -· 
the American citizen ,,·ho had the misfortune 
to be labeled Toho Hose - was indeed. as her 
attorneys haw a!,,ays claimed. "one of the 
grossest and most disgraceful miscarriages of 
justice in the history of the federal courts." 

In a series of Chronicle articles printed last 
week. reporters Jerry Carroll ancl Ke>ith Power 
catalogued a damning list of blunders. half-
truths and lies that the U.S. government used. 
during that period between the war and the 
rise of l\lcCarthyism, to try and convict a 
person who, by all accounts. was at the very 
l2ast a passive victim of nations at war. 

There is good reason to believe. in fact. that 
she was a heroine who activelv and consistent-
ly told her J~panese captors ·that they would 
lose the war; that she resisted extreme presrnre 
to become a Japanese citizen: and that she used 
her job en Japanese radio to water down anti-
American propaganda. • 

THIS NEWSPAPER'S REVIEW of the 
Tokyo Hose affair, the first major attempt 
we're a,rnre of to ge1 at the unfortunate 
factual record. details the post-war hysteria 
and understandable circumstances that found 
a Los Angeles county native. a pre-mect 
graduate of UCLA in the dock on charges uf 
treason. The im·entory shows that th0 proceecl-
"ing was marred by bribery, govcrnrnc1!t 
obstruction. unscrupulous journ::dism, n1issi11:1 
evidence. mistaken identit,·. ,,·itness int jmida-
tion. the Yiolation of constituliorwl sv.feguarcls. 
racism. and pre-trial publici1~- of a sort that 
would lead to a speedy reversal today. 

Uncovered during this inn'stigation ,\ as a 
document \\Titten in 1946 bv the legal sn tiou 
of the staff of General of the Army Dougla'5 
:'\IacArthur after a year-long 0.--:,imm<ltinn 
conctuctecl while :'.\lrs. D'Aquino was impris-
oned b~; occupation forces. The mr1•10 said tlut 
she was not Tok\·o Rose. that indt~cd thf'rC' ,•.as 
no single Tokyo Rose, and that her acti\·ities no 
more than ab;a;tractly qualified as treason. As a 
result, she was relearnd from prison. 

Ironicall\'. it wa!- her determination to 
return to tlie united States that resulted two 
years later in her indictment he~·e on the 
treason charge of which she was convictE'd. 

* * * 
l\JRS. D'AQUE\'O. now Ii\·ing in Chkuf?.1), 

has spent eight-and-a-half years in prison. has 
paid a $10.000 fine, has been stripped of her 
citizenship and has sun·ived an atternpt to 
deport her. Presidents Eisenho\\·er and John-
son failed to act on petitions made for her 
pardon. 

In light of the facts shown in the Chronicle 
review of this sorry ca~e, President Ford 
shou ld grant her pardon . She wili be 60 years 
old ou the Fourth of ,July. 

• 
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Uy Jerry Car ruff ,111,/ A<~il/i J>o,n•r 

The foreman of tl1t' San Fran-
cisco jury that convit:tl'd l\·a To~uri 
D'Aquino 2li yPars ac:o of l)('ing the 
traitor known as Tok,·o Ho: e joinPd 
yesterday in the gro" ing <fl>rnand 
that she be given a presidential 
pardon. 

Located bv The Chronicle in a 
Bay Arca subttrb where he liv0s in 
retirenwnt with his wife, .rohn 
1\lann, 75, said the guilty verdict 
was forced by a f Pd0ral judge who 
ignored n'peatNl picas from the 
jury that it was deadloeked. 

Bc,yond that. said . lann . manv 
of the jurors w0rc still inflamed by 
anti-kpan0se sentiment that hac.l 
been whipped up during World 

\\'ar IL ··.\t that t11ne, ,w "en· ,n 
thP llmws uf ,lapanc~c-hating pco-
pll'," ~lann recall Pd. 

!\lann. a forn1cr accountant . 
said lw finall~· joined the others in 
returning a guilty verdict against 
t he Los An.'.:!clcs-born Nisei aftt'r 
four arduous days of delihrrativn. 
But he said he instantly regrPtted it 
wlwn he IParnetl that a poll or 
newspaper reporters eovt'rin~ the 
trial showed a H-to-l vote fa\'Oring 
acquittal. 

··Th«t made me think th:it Jchn 
:.Jann should hm·c had a liltiL' bit 

Back P:1ge Col. 2 

777-1111 
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more guts to st.ck with his acquittal 
(vote), 1\lann n'ma.rked. 

The 3O.O00-member Japanese 
Ameri<:an Citizens League is spear-
heading he campaign for a pardon 
for Mrs. D"Aquino, now 59 and 
living in seclusion in Chicago. Iler 
trial in 1949 captured attention 
comparable to that accordccl Patri-
cia H0arst 0 

After the trial. U.S. District 
Judge :\lichacl J. Rothe sentencl'd 
Iva to ten ~-ears in prison, fined her 
$10.0CO anct strippl'd he>r of the 
Ai wrican C'itizl'nship that she had 
clung stubbornly 10 throughout the 
war in the face of fierc:c Japane~e 
presi;ures. 

I 

The h0~t of a bland ("hatter-
and-pbttcrs program on nacli,) To, 
kyo that ,ms beamed at· Arncri('an 
men fighting in the Pacific, Iva 
tragieilly fell heir to the common 
he lid that there was a sexy f;irm 
called Tokyo Rose whose mission 
was to demoralize U.S. soldiers and 
sailors. 

At war's end, American mili-
tary authorities held Iva in prison 
for a year before an investi~ation 
" ·as completPd and she was freed. 
The Chronicle discovered a U.S. 
Army doc:ument in the ~ational 
Archives in .January that conc:luded 
that Iva \\as n·ot Tokyo Hose and 
1 hat her wartime activities were 
harmless. 

Page 16 San Francisco Chronicle 
Monday, February 16, 1976 

·'The .'\rmy forbade any of its 
• offic-ers or men to eomC' to the 

trial:· .\lann said. There \\'C're se\·er-
al important generals that \Ye were 
a\rnrc of at the time that were-
had come out in her favor. We 
thought they should have been 
(witnes<;esl at the trial." 

A, year after her release, Iva 
made the mistake of applying to re-
enter the country of her birth. 
stirring a whirl-wind of controYcrsy 
that.was fanned in large part by the 
powPrful radio. commentator \\'al-
ter Winchell. 

At a time when the Truman 
administration was being accused 
of bcing soft on traitors, the Justice 

_ Department reope11ed the case. 

despite the Army finclings, and :; 
hrou~llt Iva to triaL lt was to he the • \.\BR,t..p 
1110st cxp('Jlsive judic:ial proceeding ~,;:, I-
up to that time. 1 0 . , ... 

Th(' jurors. after a five-week 
1,;,1. ;ntliall, spHI 910 3 In r,"o' of '•••~ 
acquittal, vainly trying during four ~- --~ 
days of hitter wrani;ling to per-
suade Jud~e Roc:he that they were 
deadlocked. 

"The judge said they f-pent a 
million dollars on this trial al-
ready,"· .\lann rccailed. ·'He said if 
you go back there and cto nothing 
othu than-he didnt say in these 
same words-convict her, we'll 
h U\'l' to have this trial all O\ er 
aga111. 

,\sked Jf he regarded .Judge 
Hochc as, in effect, directing the all-
\\'hite jury of six mC'n and six 
women ll) rNurn a guilty verdict, 
.\lann rcpliL'd: "Y(s. l think so." 

llc indieated there was great 
pressure against himself and two 
othC'r holdouts hcc:ausc the jury 
lllC'lllht.!rs were weary and angry, 
anxious to end the affair and 
return to their families and jobs. 

"I was surprised at the se'.erity 
of the judg('·s sentence,"' .'.1-lann 
remc•mbcred. ··J ju1>t didn "t expect 
that muc:h.". 

' fie said. ··111 my idea of justice, 
they 1the prosl'tutioni failed misera-
bly to con,·ict her." 

Although Mann said, "I was 
again!-t lwr comktion all the way 
through," he said that he felt at the 
end that there was sufficient 
ground-; in a narrow technical 

• sense to reacn the verdict of guilty 
of treaso11. 
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, 'Tokyo · Rose,' eCho of historY · • I 
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••• I 
. . . . . 

That Tokyo Rose is drawing attention two and • 
. a ·half decades after her conviction for treason 
• must seem anachronistic, if not downright 
: mystifying, to that half of today's Ameri_can 
• population that was not alive in 1945. . • • 
• · The Japanese Ainerican Citizens League, with . 
' 30,000 members, has underway a campaign to 
• secure a presidential pardon for Iva Toguri 
-~ b'Aquino. But it is likely to be a futile effort -

the imagery of the notorious nickname; Tokyo 
Rose is still too vivid to that other half of the 

• popuiace for whom World War II was an indel-
• ible event. • 
--.: The Wall Street Journal's Edwin McDowell -. •• 
. ; recently re-examined .the case of Tokyo Rose. 
. ,;We're convinced that she was unfairly singled 
: out and wrongly convicted," David Ushio, dire~-
•. tor of the citizens league, told the reporter; and 
·: Mr. McDowell says a lengthy review of the 
' record strongly suggests that Mrs. D' Aqui~o•s 
··defenders may be right. 

This is touchy business. Only Mrs. D' Aquino 
and 23 other Americans have been convicted of 
treason since 1795. To intimate that a miscar-
riage of justice may have occurred in the venge-
ful mood of the postwar years will be decidedly 

• uncongenial to some people. • 
Iva Toguri \Vas a graduate of UCLA: she was 

. caught in Japan visiting a sick relative when the 
war began. She barely understood the language 
and was under survei1lance of the secret police. 
hi late 1943, she began working as a secretary at 
Radio Tokyo. About 30 Allied PO\Vs were also 

·there, cooperating under threat of death. When 
-· the 75-minute programs designed to erode the 
• morale of American forces were begun; an Aus-
• tralian major told the Japanese bosses he want-
ed her .to help with the announcing because, he 
said, ht! trusted her to support the ·pow·s efforts 

.. to minimize the propaganda content of the 
broadcasts. 

So she was drafted for the job. There were 
other people with U.S. citizenship at the station . 

• - Mrs. D' Aquino alone refused to renounce that 
citizenship. Had she done so, it is probable she 
would not have been brought to trial after the 
war. In addition, there were as many as a dozen 
"Tokyo Roses" - the single name was coined 

. by u_s. troops for women who broadcast over 
the station. 

After the war, Iva Toguri (\rho married a Por-. ...,;.,· . 

tuguese national in 1945) was released after 
having been imprisoned by the U.S. for more 
than a year and after the Army and the Justice 
Department initially cleared her. Two years 

• later, after the government finally had had to 
appeal publicly for the witnesses required to 
prosecute for treason, she was re-arrested, 
taken to San Francisco and indicted - a move 
strenuously backed by several veterans organi-
zations and by Walter Winchell, among others. 

. .. "Government peremptory challenges ex-
, eluded any but Caucausian jurors. Defense wit-
nesses testified they were threatened and 

· intimidated by government officials. An FBI 
agent admitted that one government witness 
confessed that he had been bribed to testify 
falsely against Mrs. D' Aquino before the grand 
jury ... ," the Journal story recounts. 

The principal eyewitnesses to Mrs. D' Aqui-
no's "treason" were two of her Japanese superi-
ors at Radio Tokyo, "both of them American-
born citizens who renounced their U.S. citizen-
ship after going to Japan in the 1930s." All of the 
other female announcers at Radio Tokyo during 
the war were let off and two of them subsequent-
ly \Vere allowed to return to live in the United 
States. ·' • 

Mrs. D'Aquino wa's convicted of one count of 
trying to undermine American morale during 
wartime, though it took the jury three attempts 

• to come in with a guilty verdict. She went to 
prison for six years. Mrs. D'Aquino, now 59, 
lives in Chicago. She is reluctant to assist her . 
own cause. "I've learned to live with what hap-
pened to me," she says, '1to accept it like an ill-
ness." 

An election year is not a good time for seeking 
a presidential pardon for a person convicted of 
treason. But after reading Mr. McDowell's arti-
cle, we are persuaded that the case of "Tokyo 
Rose" does merit official consideration. 

Two days after Mrs. P'Aquino was sentenced 
.in 1949, a small Japanese-American newspaper 
contended that the government was "punishing 
a legend rather than the human being who stood 
in the dock of justice." 

On the possibility that such may have been 
true, it is consonant with our sense of justice to 
re-examine whether injustice was done. Ac-
knowledging error is a mark of maturity, in na-
tions as iuindividuals. ~'t 
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i of Tokyo l~ose 
IV A Togurl D'Aquino, was 

, fr<;ed from federal prison 20 
years ago after serving six 

._. years of a 10-year sentence. 
'. • Hers w,as no ordinary crime. 
. . She was one of only 24 Ameri-
; cans convicted of treason since 

, 1795. And she's no ordinary ex-
convict. She is Tokyo Rose. 

The very. name conjures an 
image of deceit and perfidy. 

- Thus, it comes as a surprise to • 
discover that Iva D'Aquino ap-
parently was not a turncoat, 
but a scapegoat, the victim of 
post-~ar hysteria .. 

There. was never anyone 
named Tokyo Rose. The nick-
name was coined by G.l.'s in the 
Pacific who listened to at least 
a dozen English-speaking fe-
male announcers broadcasting 

·i. • from Tokyo. 

to prosecute her for treason. 
Finally, she -.•.-as rearrested and 
charged with eight acts of · 
treason, following public out-
cries from Walter \Vinchell and 
various veterans' organizations. 

At one time, the jury .voted 
10-2 for her acquittal, but ~he 
trial judge virtually direct0d a 
verdict of guilty. So badly was 
her trial managed that her two 
la,vyers continued to represent 
her for 25 years. Just beiore his 
death in 1974, Lav.ryer Wayne 
M. Collins, said: "It's the worst, 
the absolutely worst case I 
know of in American history." 

Mrs. D'Aquino, who lives 
quietly in Chicago, continues to 
maintain her innocence, but 
she has little hope of being 
pardoned, since two previous 
petitions for clemency have 
been denied. Further, she is 
fearful of stirring up old ani-
mosities. 

Mrs. D'Aquino (who mar-
.. rled a Portuguese national in 
,, 1945) was a Los Angeles-born 

Japanese-American, a UCLA 
graduate who v.'as trapped in 

.,~ 'fokyo following Pearl Harbor. 

NEVERTHELESS, this-
country .should look once more 
at the strange case of Toh.-yo 

To suppor·t herself, she Rose. If the facts are what they 
r; went to work as a clerk typist seem to be, a presidentiai par-

and eventuaily she ,.,·as as- don should be granted. 
: !:· signed to Radio Tokyo, where Although a pardon would 

~- she - alone among all the 
·.• • civilians-:-- refus1:-~d to renounce not undo the years she spent in 

prison, it would restore her 
... her U.S. citizenship. citizenship -· something she 
_,. After the war, !va D'Aquino fought for throughout the war 

•: ;,. -was held without bail for more years. And, it would be a tacit ' , 
• ••• than a year, but eventually was acknowledgment that the gov-

,.~ cleared by the Army and Jus- ernrr.ent singled her out and 
tice Department. For t.vo years, punished a legend. rather than 

. , , !.: ; the FBI irted to find witnesses . a human being. . . • 
• ~. J .... •. ~,.a---.. -~ :-- .'.-:....-.,:-·· • -~ ~·.fu.:.J,t,,u,,....::· -~•- .>~·..i. ..:...-1 -~- .. ... .... .... -- .- -..... -..-.---~r - .,. ·c-• ...:.,.},6,.#···: -~#J. 
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2-PART IX SUNDAY MORNING, MARCH 7, 1976 

At War With a Legend 
As Iva Toguri d'Aquino, she is known only to her 

: relatives and friends, but labeled the notorious "To-
: kyo Rose," broadcasting on Japanese radio during 
: World War II, she gained nationwide infamy in the 

United States. After the war, the Los Angeles-born 
. woman, a graduate of UCLA, was convicted of 
: treason under perhaps the most widely misunder-
: stood set of circumstances that ever brought any 
American into court on that charge. 

First, a Japanese radio program called "Tokyo 
: Rose" never existed. The name, an invention of Gis 
in the Pacific, was in circulation before Mrs. 

' d'Aquino ever set foot in a studio. The name was 
• applied to any woman whose voice was heard on 
Radio Tokyo. The federal prosecutor at her San 
Francisco trial in 1949 conceded, "Nobody broad-
cast from Radio Tokyo under the name 'Tokyo 
Rose.' u 

Here are other uncontested facts in the bizarre 
• case of the fictional "Tokyo Rose":' 

Iva Toguri (she later married a Portuguese na-
tional, Felipe d'Aquino, in Tokyo) went to Japan to 
visit a seriously ill aunt. 

As the war neared, and after it began, she made 
.persistent efforts to leave Japan and return to the 
United States, but was stranded in Tokyo. She 

• could not communicate with her family, all of 
whom had be~n put in a relocation center. 

She obtained a typist job at the Domei News 
Agency, and was pressured to take part in radio 
broadcasts by three captured Allied officers, who 
themselves were forced to participate under threat 
of death for refusal. One assured her that she 
would be forced to do "nothing against your own 
people.• (Nol one c,f the three officers was later 
punished by his own government.) 

After American troops occupied Japan, U.S. 
Army authorities arrested :Mrs. d'Aquino and re-
leased her. On Oct. 17, 1945, she was arrested again 

'on orders from Washington, held for a year, and 
cleared by the .Army investigation. She was not 
freed, however, because of still another investiga-
tion, this time by FBI agents. At the end of this in-
vestigation, on Oct. 25, 1946, the Justice Depart-
ment ordered her release. 

'!'hat did not end her ordeal. Her reapplication for 
a passport. to return to the United States provoked 
an angry reaction here. As a result, she was arrest-
ed again, and put on trial in San Francisco on eight 
cow1ts of treason. 

The trial itself was more significant for its revela~ 
tic!lS of government conduct than for ils disclosurt-s 

of 11"..rs. ·d'Aquino's alleged treasonable activities.· 
When she was under repeated in·.restigations in 
1945 and 1946, investigators had in their possession 
recordings of the 340 broadcasts she had made on 
Japanese radio. In addition, she had given the L1-
vestigators all the scripts then available-more 
than 40. 

If the investigators had found nothing incriminat-
ing in the recordings and scripts, that fact would 
appear to be significant evidence m her favor at the 
trial. But only 13 scripts or recordings were availa-
ble to the defense. The government said the others 
had been "lost" or "routinely destroyed." 

In other ways, the trial was hardly a model of 
fairness. The government excluded through chal-
lenges any but Caucasian jurors. An FBI dgent ad-
mitted that one government witness confessed he 
had been bribed to testify falsely against Mrs. 
d'Aquino before a grand jury. Some defense wit-
nesses said they were threatened and intimidated 
by government officials. 

The trial jury, deliberating four days, first stood 
10 to 2 for acquittal. After being reminded by the 
judge of the time and expense of the trial, the jur-
ors convicted her on one count. Her conviction 
rested on the word of two American-born Japanese 
who were her superiors at Radio Tokyo, and who 
went to Japan in the 1930s and renounced their 
American citizenship-something Mrs. d'Aquino re-
fused to do. 

She served her prison sentence, but the govern-
ment was not yet finished with her: The Justice ])e.. 
partment instigated deportation proceedings 
against Mrs. d'Aquino early in 1956. That was too 
much and, in the face of mounting criticism, the 
government dropped the attempt. 

Mrs. d'Aquino is in the news again because of a 
grow'.ng movement to obtain a presidential pardon 
for her to restore her citizenship. Among thooe 
lending their support is the foreman of the jury 
that, he has said, would have acquitted her "if it 
had been possible under the judge's instructions." 

The most telling appeal for a pardon was made 
27 years ago, just after the trial, ·by a write!" who 
said it was evident then-as we believe it is 
evident now-that the jury convicted "a legend, 
rather than the human being who stood in the dock 
of justice." 

The legend was "Tokyo Rose." The human befr1g 
is Mrs. d.'Aquino, now living in Chicago. A presiden-
tial pardon would be an act of grace by the govern-
ment. 

• 
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:va ·, ogun d'f\c,uino (Tok';'O Rose) 
after her release horn jail :n 1956. 

__ j 

6 Sections 5c 

i'virs. Iva 'Toqur: d'Aquino, '.•1ho::,e role as "Tokyo Pose" h2s ca 1,'"'cd her 
decades of personal anguis:7 and misfonuno, waiting on a custo!T.8f rncr,nt~ 
!y i:1 the gift shop where she wo,ks. Now 59, she ,continues to seeK a pardon. 
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l<ey Japanese v1itnesses in the Tokyo 
Rose trial. interviewed by Tribune 
Tokyo Correspondent Ronald Yates, 
told him they had never talked with 
the press about their roles in her 

i conviction. This is the 1irst of two 
, stories on Tokyo Rose. 

By Ronald Yates 
Far East corres::iond8n! 
Chicago Tribune Press service 

T O ICY 0-Twenty-seven vea1·s ?.ftcr 
their testir.,ony helped co:wict Hie wom-
an American G:rs once ca!lcrl "Tokvo 
Rose," sorr,e of the key Drnsccution \l.it-
nesses here have adrniitcd they we,·e 
forced to tl'll half-truths and ,i·ithliol<l 
,·ita 1 L.,formation at her l:!49 trial for 
tr;~ason. 

"We had no choice," s:,id oM of the 
witnesses whose dam.:i·4ing testimony 
helped rend h'a TOi!Lld tl' Acpir.o to pri3-
on for six years and tv;o mcni.hs. "lT.S. 
Occup:ition Army police c:irr e "nd told 
me I had no choice but to testify :igainst 
Iva, or else. 

"Tlien, after I was flown to Sin Fran-
cisco for the trfril along dth ether gov-
ernment witnesses, ,,·e were told wh;it to 
say and what not to say two hours every 
morning for a rn.onth before the trial 
started," he said. 

"Even though I was cl government 
witness against. her, l can say today 
that Iva Toguri <l'Aquino was innocent-
she never did anything treasonable," he 
added. • 

OTHER WJT~ESSES who ks1iri~J. 
during the sen. ationc:l 12-week-lung To-
kyo R1Jse trial have told of i,~m lu,·n.ss-
mcnt and threats if they didn't "d0 what 
\Ve were told." Two of U1e,a told of 
governnwnt witnes;:cs being brib:;d by 
American officials to ;:>.ivc ::armfol ti::si.i-
mony. 

While the form'.'r go·;ernment witnrssf>s 
who were interviewBft r.skc•J not to b: 
identified for teJr d ''h:irmful repercus-
sions," they were amor!g Mrs. d'Aquino's 
superio,.s 2nd coworker;; at H:1dio T'.)kyo 
from Noveinber, 1S13, to July, rn45, whe;, 
she did her 15-minu•e segment of tl:e 
'.'Zero IIour·• music show. 

AmoPg the .'unerica'1-Jorn ·,vit·,esses at 
the tri?.l were I,e;1'.chi Oki. 62, w>c wa, 
production rnnnage:~ , f tJJe ··/:rro 1--Ic-~li' :' 
and George -?.fasushic. Tc, \\1:ri ,,::i3 '\l\1-
gram dire2tor- fJr ~la(10 rrn~tya's Fr.~''.b-:1> 
language broadcasts. 'Tl', 'Y pro,:Ued 
some of the most dama-:;:..'1g testimony 
against Mrs. d'Aoumo. 

BOTH OKI A:.;n 'l!!tSU"'hiJ, who ,vere 
born in C::>lifornia :mJ ,,·t:o cven1uaily 
bec:ame Japanese cilizem;. hvi: tmiay in 
Tokyo mid are s,1cc•.;: ·tu] hiL<im:ssmt:•n. 

One of tht> J.:ey Ja•:i:m-bon~ witne~ses 
was Shiget,;u;,:,1 'l'suneisb1, a hrmer 
lieutenant col,>rel in t11e ,for;:;,:esc ;,rmy 
who was ch:er oi war,irr:c.· propo.i1 anc!a 
broa(lcasls. 

Tsuneishi, who rnaint:1ins that the 
"Zero Hour" show was ''ineffectual" as 
a propaganda tool, tr.Jay i.,; retired ,,nct 
living on the Japanese island of Shikoku. 

And Ikuko [Iva] Togm·i d'Aquino, 59, 
who ironicallv was born on the Fourth 
of July and \~ho is one of the few An,er-
ican women i;ver convict,,d of treason, 
Jives quietly 1.oday on Chicago's North 
Side, wliere she works in her father's 
gift shop. 

IN JULY, l!J41, ·Iva Toguri, then 25, 
left her native California to visit a sick 
aunt in Japan. A recrnt graduate of 
UCLA, she had only intended to stay a 
short while. But then came Dec. 7 and 
Pearl Harbor, and Iva-like thousands 
of other Japanese-Americans in Japan at 
ihe time-was trapped. 

In order to survive, she took several 
clerical jobs in Tokyo where a knowl-
edge of English was mandatory. First, 
at Japan's Donwi l\e•.n, Agency, where 
she met hei· ln:sl.and-to-be, a Portugese-
Jap:mese named Fehr~ J. d' Anuino; 
then nt the D~-rnish Embassy; nr.d l hen 
at lladio Tokyo. 

Jt was tnc:-e th:::t she w:c.; recndr.:d by 
aH Au•;,ra'i2:·1 prison:,r of "·;cc, .'.,a:. 
Char:t:>s E. Lo1.1~e113, tv h~ d}s~{ j..1cl;~y 
011 2. r~di0 S'i-O\V rr0c:u::2d by P0\\7

;~ 

ca;Jed Zero Hovr. 
AND I'I' \'.'AS 'i'HEi.E that re.· lon~ 

{; 
r·~ • " 'f"" 'I") 

·1-./1.Yt• J 

imo agonizing µlunge ini" i;ifamy h'.'g,m 
'~Iva rr~ver n1aJe a 1 rt.~r ~onable b1•0ct<l-

cast in her life," ;; ·:=Pl t . .'d one of !,er 
former superior-;, whose tcsli:nnflv w::,·• 
Nth:kss help2d nail cto•,:n ti " r ·ti-,c•0 u-
ti<HJ.'s (~R~.c '27 :v~:-trs ao:o. "t: .. 10 1rit a :~ar' 
c.eal--::-he WHS r~;il;-rade<i into jail." 

Such sti:ternents are 180 dc>'rees awav 
from !hose made hy tl:e some rnen at 
Mrs . d'Aquino's tri3!, howe\er. 

Both llntsushio and Oki, for e:, 1m")lr, 
testified not only Ht~t trey <;n w : :r . 
if Aquino conunit overt ~ct::= ef tr/•r.ic ;~,l .. 

but that they ordered her ,(, cc1,1,,,:t 
i'1em. Today one of them s,,ys tLat is 
not. tr1~e. 

''I'VE HEARD JVA is vrrv biltrr 
a!;oul our tc~fo,1ony." 01w of he;· fornv2r 
acc,!sers s,1id. "I imderstar.d her bi ·er• 
J1('5S end I fof•l she hac; a rir'i•t t'J f2el 
L,at W3y. I ~u.,t wbi1 I h'irl tlP opr1rrtu-
ni;y to talk \':ith Iva ~,nd kl! her wilV 
we h:!ci to do il." • 

\':hy tht'Y h1cl to do it, d1y thC' li•c of 
• one small. fr,d v:orn, l' wa~ s, l."JI a<-',Ji 
and sma:.,hed ,,:hile at le..;:,I. a ,Jo,'.i.ll •,tL-
er Japane::;e-American wo:·wn "no (lid 
the same thing Mrs. d'Ar,uino did were 
allrmro to go frne, c2n be blamed most-
ly on kar. I,one of tne otl:er wcn•eri was 
brought to trial. 

Ti, i:1sands of Kiseis or S""On<i-gr:ncra-
tion Japan-!:',e born in the Lni:el ,,t 1,:;5 
carne to Jr:pan in the 1',303 r, • (,~ y ta 
take well-pr,ying johs w;1,d1 rc•pired a 
native <:peaker'~ co1nn1 .:nd oi 1 :,~( lish, 
but to escape the racism t,i their pre-
dominantly Cau,[isian tiornelon<i. 

WI,E~ THE WA1t J,rol'.e ont in HHl, 
most were afraid to return :o th,; United 
States for fear of l~ing interred as thf,a-
sands of Jo.pnnesc-Amerieans were. 

After ihe war they \'iC·re eotwliy afr:iid 
to .return-afraid of being prosecuted as 
traitors. 

"The post-war sentunent against Japa-
ntse and against Americans of Jap,inese 
ancE"stry was tremendous," r~cailcJ on:,, 
·:-,; is,;;i v;ho testified at Mrs. d' Aqdno's 
trir.J. "We were told that if "·e uidn't 
co,,lierate, Uncle Sa;:1 might arrange a 
tri,il for us too. 

''Al! of us could Se<:! how easy it was 

• 

Kari Theisen
Rectangle



for a mammoth country like ihe United 
States to crucify a ,;;,1,. n1efe-American-
nll we had to do ,1as lvik at Iva,'' he 
continued. "So we 'ct)(}pcrnted' snd we 
did what we_ were lold and now mw1y of 
us have gmlry conscismces l:ecause of it.,, . 

TERUO OZ:ASA, 51, who WPrk!:,,i S!< 
the 2-ero Hour',r; :;omm engL,cer nntl who 

was in tl1e stndi.o for almost 80 1)€1' c.;nt 
of Mrs. d'/iqu;uo's bc·oadcar-ts, agrees. 

"A lot or pf:>ople wh•) H::,tified again~t 
Ivz. did it to save their o,,r, necks." said 
Ozasa, ,1to lucky is ,;ssislant ·to the 
s0cr<.tarv-tJeiieral of the Asian Bro::ict-
casUng Union. Oia~a i ··~tified en l\-Irs. 
d'Aquino's heh1ilf via a deposition. 

"I nfler r·e;ird fr:i. rnal-:1? anv 1-r•~r.~o-
nous statements wliHe broa<l;~::.sti:ig," 
the Utah-born Owsa said . "AH she {'.id 
wus play r"cords and make small t1.Jk. 
She was very popular with American 
GI:,." 

just how popular wns mufo evic'cnt 
after a broadcast in whic:1 Iva ,'11 olo-
giz-:d to her listciwrs for pH) mg the 
s<1mo rccrml'> over mid ov1>r ,:;,n. 

"\Ve cr:n't. gi>t new oL..:s ~1 Tvl:)o any-
1norc," she s~id. 

"A FEW D.\YS LATER a :r,.29 r:ew 
ovtr Tokyo r;nd dropped a bi~ l..)X at-
t.;ched to a ll!m,chuto," Ozasa i;aid. •·on 
th~ out~itfo of the bm: in ;);g bold lt:!tcrs 
\' ~re t:ie wn-d.s: 'To Tck~·o no~,.' r11s1ce 
were hm.:i.dreds of records, most oi th0m 
1:rokcn by the fail. 

''Th;;-;t w.i, tll{! fast indication lvn had 
as to how 1;0pular she \,·d,,-it IM!<;c tcr 
fet>l real fvod," he said. 

\','hile America1,s cdkxl hN· Tokvo 
Rose, Iva herself new;,• referred to b{;r-
r.elf 1hat. ,vny, Oz,:sa fayR. 

"!:lie llror,,Jc,st as 'Ornlrnn Ann'-the 
Am1 wns ,bart fo; annoUiiCPt' nnd the 
name, whkh was c,,iI:!'d b,· Cousens, 
.,._ a!i tnc::>nt ro conn!y l v:, 'r, slt.ualin;i--.;,n 
o•ph:.ned American 2nm,1,ncer in To-
1~ yo." 

.AT FIRST lYA w:is rhe onlv WO!ltrlll 
bm~, •. lr,,tii:o; on Zero Hcur, ·!h~n the 
1)roduccrs dec,ck<l tlwy ,,antHl more Ya-
rlrty so they brour,!it m d~•ht lll<Jr~ ~ng-
lish-:,r,eaking women, O'nsa said. 

\Vhifo the shows WC~ Fil{]\lCC<l b~r Oki 
and ?,Iitsushio Fith ~fr..uneisni h1 titulor 
iliauglJ not tiliect C<Jnt.rc,l , most of U:o 
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content was crP::it,·d by three POWs-
Co•i:.en:i, Capt. Wallace [Ted.] Ince [an 
Am"ncanJ, and Lt. Norman Reyes [a 
1,frpi'1(•]. 

"'fi,1;,•c:• [uys ,.wote the scripts, t;•ey 
read tne <·c:ison,d llev;s and ga., e the 
propaganda commenbiri2•;, ye,1, they 
were an exoner:ited by Hleit- n' pcctive 
g,)vcrnme1,ts,' .<aid ()z[>sa. "Only lva 
was made a su,pegoat." 

ACCOlUll;\'G TO OZASA. the Zero 
Ho,1r show which i-;:,n se,-en davs a week 
from ii p.m. to 7 pill. Tu'.,yo ·,ime, fol-
lO\\ed !Le following iorm3t; 

G p.m.-:>n emcee. usually Cousens, 
Ince or Reyes ,rnukl come on the air 
and explain what was coming 0,1 that 
,evening's ,;how. 

6:05 p.m.-JO to 15 n;irmtes of ~ews. 
6:20-Iva's ~pot, usually 15 minute;. of 

popular music. 
6::J5 p.m.-,> minntes of con,rnentary, 

usi,ally written and re;:id by Cousens, 
Ir.re or Reyes, never by J\'.i. 

G:<10 p. m .-Scmi-c:n. ical music 
1,l:--•Td b:-,: ane,ther woman announe12r. 
• G~S', p.n1 .. --11frl'e 11:;v•s r-1:d if any tilr.e 
was ldt Hfter that, thc·n :::ometimes a 
s!1ert h.m10roi•s ,;!,it, which Iva never 
participated in . 

"fF TIIEHE \'i'AS ;c;wr :my prc1,agan-
d.c on ?~l\) J'l(',lt!\ it ~va~ l.il P~o;.-;c ~kits/' 
Ow .. a said. 

"T JIO:\'ESTLY c,m't recall ,rnythin/~ 
da111~1ginf! ever beint1 bror-idca~t by ~111y~ 
!:,odv on /A°Jro I-I01..1r/' Oz2sa SHH.i. ~·Hut 
tnci·c- were ufr<'t' n; G!,·:·rnns comirH! irom 
the ~-1rne builnin at" the ; rin,e tirnc R5 
Zu-u Bour Ul'(l t twy ddi'lit.ely cuntuincd 
d2n1~~,:?ing p;·•opar;~rlda.' 1 

One.of these ~i10,v.s, wlnch util'zed sev-
en A'nericnn PO'IVs, wns c.:ilkct ·fre Hi-
nomaru [rhni; sm~l l~i,.:r. POWs on Ibis 
slh1W read t:1 ,:t.emeilts designed lo de-
mor:1!i?e Atneric;m trnop:::. 

l111othcr Englt.;h-1ai;guu;,e show called 

G€rman Hour was produced by th(~ Ger-
lll[ln Embassv in Radio Tokvo sl1;dk~ 
and (•mn,. lo"ed several Em:lis11-sneaking: • •. ... # 

,rnn1·-•11 to tc.;.1nt G-Is, 0z<i.3a suj<L 

AND ACCOHDT•·,G fo ?,;,th G:r.asa irnd 
former pro.,ec-ilio'.1 w1ti,c2,cs, thrrri 
,rere ~t 1east nhJ~ nthtr rt<':·hcns 
thr0uphout Asia that were hru.:,dr1•~th? 
prrna;;mida t,) Ai:ncric-in GI;, under thcc 
ll«l,, e Zero tL ur. 

According to Tsuneishi, many of tho.se. 
other Zero l"low· F-hcws were t~anscrioed 
and rebroadcast from Hauio Tol;:,o ,<tu-
dios m Tokvo. A 'ormcr FS . .'Lrin<> 
mtdligence officer even testifie<l ,1t the 
tri.1l that when he was :1,,signe<l to moni-
tc,r ~.lr-s. d'Aquino's portion o{ the Z':ro 
I-iour beginning i11 lfi.!4. he never he:::rd 
anyihing- treasonous on her program 
"ll,otd1 I did on other programs.'' 

"lndf'Cd, accordi:•::r to 07as;i, most of 
the 10 er so olhcr women workillg on the 
ZHn Hour in Tokvo substituted for Mrs. 
d' ~qu}vo al Qne Hine or rmother. 

IlUT IT 'WAS IVA 'rfl-,t-ti d 'Aqt!lno 
whom the Amcric:n t;ovcwmtnt had 
sL11:;led out and it was t,h? who ultimate-
ly v ouid go to jail. 

"We all liked Iva anii nt fast we all 
wonted to hcl1> her," !':dd o:1c cf the 
former govcrninent witnPsscs. "Ent we 
r;ere ne,t ~Ho·M·d to I-' ll ii,·· 'l'.'hde story 
at [hP tri.1l-j11st. t1:o.se parl 0 tlK• prose-
cution felt ccmld cfamage lier. rt wa:; 

. \·ery frustrating. 
"And th.:, re,;J it•.-iny -0f il Vi'<; 11;;,t 011t 

<•f all of tfa, dozen or' !''l J;_i~)3W t'-All'~ri-
cans ,-·orking for lh<' lc-ro !!ow·. Iva 
',\3S the only or.e ;<,ho had enou~~ f?tl., 
io l:er- -i J;er American e:itizc0 :.hr•> r.fter 
th~ war ended," he: added. "lt w,:~ th;:,t 
flair for patriotism that p;:ovcd lier 
downfall." 

'fUE3D.li.Y IN 'iEMPO: l~n hJervkw 
with t!le husband of "Tol,:,-.; n.oac," Msi 
first in 20 ycrra. 
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A Plea Tl1at Should Be Heard 
I ~~"!-.--~•• · 

:Petitions for a pardon for Iva:-,Toguri d'Aguino~~-·--eg3in arrested and put on trial in San Francisco. 
erroneously known 20 years ago -as Tokyo Rose, .. ..,/.At her tric:d. the goYernment excluded any but 
v;,m l.,e circulated soon by the Japanese ..... ~eric.m"":::caucasian jurors. The government attorney conced-
Citizens League. She was convicted 27 years ago on ed that the Tokyo Rose of wartime Japanese radio 
one count of eight counts of treason alleged against was a myth. Some defense witnesses said they were 
htr, but the circumstances that led to her convic- threater.ed by government officials. An rm agent 
tion should lead to her pardon. . testified that one government ,v1tness confessed he 

-Briefly su:r:nmarized, the facts are these: had been bri!:Jed to testify falsely about Tokyo Rose 
She was stranded in Tokyo just before the war, before a grand jury. The trial jury first stood 10 to 

despite her repeated attempts to return to the Unit- 2 for acquittal, but, after being reminded by the 
ed States. She could not communicate with her re- judge of the time and expense of the trial, the jur-
latives, who by then had been placed in a reloca- ors convicted her on one charge. The foreman of 
tion center. the jury, now advocating a pardon for her, said la-

After obtaining a typist job, she was pressured to ter that the jury would have acquitted her if that 
participate in radio broadcasts by 1hree captured had been possible umicr the judge's ins:ructions. 
Allied officers, who themselves were forced to take Mrs. d'Aquino served a prison sentence, but after 
p::irl in the br0:idcasts and who assured her that she her release the governmen!. attemrted to deport 
would be asked to do "nothing against your own her-the first time the government ever a:tempted 
people." to deport a native-born American. In the face of 

·wnen American troops occupied Japan, Mrs. criticism, the government dropped the proceedings. 
d'Aquino was arrested and subjected to three inves- It was evident that :Mrs. d'Aquino was convicted 
tigations-two by the Army and one by the FBI. unfairly by prejudicial wartime sentiment that still 
She was held for a year and then ordered released. prevailed at the time of her trial. That injustice can 
Her application for a nassport to return to the Unit- b~ c.ileviated by granting her the pardon she seeks, 

~tates provoked an angry reaction, and she was to restore her citizenship. 
---: t r ·: ,;;-· -· .,,.-
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'Tokyo-·Rose'"-should be pardoned 
President Ford should pardon Iv~ Toguri. She After the war, Iva Toguri was put on trial. She 

r wasn't the only "Tokyo Rose" broadcasting dur- was acquitted of seven counts of treason, but 
• ing World War II. There were, in fact, a dozen convicted on one count for stating in a broadcast: 

women announcers - each a "Tokyo Rose" - "Orphans of the Pacific, you are really orphans 
, whose lilting voices were heard by millioas of now. How will you get home now that your ships 
• Pacific-based Gls. Iva Toguri, though, was the are sunk?" (The broadcast was made just after 

only one tried and convicted of treason. Now the the Allies had won a major sea victory.) Her 
Japanese American Citizens League is seeking her attorneys argued that the statement was only a 
pardon and restoration of citizenship. Her convi~- joke. The jury foreman has said he wished he had 
tion, the league argues, was a miscarriage of "had a little more guts to stick with my vote for 
justice. acquittal." Cousens was tried for treason in Aus-

Iva Toguri, an American by birth, was caring for 
an _aunt in Japan when the war broke out. Penni-
less and abandoned by relatives, she got a job at 
Radio Tokyo. An Australian POW, Maj. Charles 
Cousens, got her to join his Zero Hour English-
language program. Her broadcasts, which she 
claims helped POWs, began in November 1943, a 
year after Gls began calling the women of Zero 
Hour "Tokyo Rose.''. • , 1 

i . ' .... -,,,, 

tralia and acquitted. ,, 

Iva Toguri served six years in prison and paid a 
$10,000 fine -:-· in hi.1dsight a harsh sentence in 
view of the circumstances. Now 59, she lives in 
Chicago and works in a store selling Japanese 
curios. The war· is long over. It's time Iva Toguri 
be allowed to put it behind her, too. President 
Ford should grant the pardon and restore her 
citizenship. 

:...•'.•· _ _;, .. :~. ~:· -l .. ~.;d. 
l../'tJi.._~......._. -~..1. r. .. -~-~ ..... ~-- • 

Kari Theisen
Rectangle



. 
' 

~¾.-- ·-· -Q!¥ji 4 ----

,. 

~--::--r'7'-----------------------------
t . ... , 

. -·, · . • E.rtablished July 2, 1856 

. ' ,, .·Tin.llSTO:'l TWIGG-S"111f 
GEORGE CH.-\PU"i 

PrNi<knt ct Publi,hr~ 
&btor-irt-Cluff 
Exerutiv~ F,dicar 
E.lirori,J P• Editor 

' 
-BUCK Bt:CHWACH 

•--• ·: (,'" .~ c ·V ,i. ',"'!"' ' . • -JOHN GRIFF1'11 
- --, -- i· , ' ::: \ • • ·;~: ' \IIKE'IIDDLESw'ORTif ;: ·. · ·•·•' . . -~ ,._ ; • - Maa•lllJ Editor 

---"""""'--------,------------------ ·- •' 

_ t : Honolulu, June 27, 1976 ,.·J 
.,,?-} ··]JA_?111i·'.f or J~ustice • • 1 
-~ t 

~.:11 The case of "Tokyo Rose" should She would not have been tried had 
3)1' ' 

Continue to concern Americans she not clung firmly to her Ameri-
•• ;;¥.i"terested in the cause of essential can citizenship and tried to return to 

'· • justice. - the U.S. from Japan where she had 
-., 6 ~For that reason. The Advertiser been stranded by the war. 

; , -,..today begins a three-part series by More -than 10 women who spoke on 
t ' 0 sstaff writer Peter Rosegg. It is Japanese radio were known by the 
• 1 :')al>out the- part a Honolulu man, Nor- GI-invented name "Tokyo Rose." 
: : _-'!1'\nan Reyes, played in the World War· But only Mrs. d'Aquino was prose-
; I !l}i propaganda broadcasts from cuted. The three allied POW officers 
: / .;;j'okyo to allied troops and later in (including Reyes) who wrote the t ~J~e trial and conviction of a scripts and chose Mrs. D'Aquino to 

r • ·Jap~nese-American woman broad.:· read them because she had befriend-
f :,~~ster as "Tokyo Rose." • . - . ed. them were never prosecuted. One 

, , :i,0,It is not an easy story for Reyes to was promoted. " 1 

; : ~1en.· It should be read against his - AT WORST, Mrs. _D'Aquino was 
i ·:1u1ckground at the time, a 20-year- convicted on one vague count of 

! ! ''.old Filipino army officer' facing treason out of eight charged. She 
: ;_ 'threats of death and later possible served five years in prison and paid ,, _ 

treason charges. In the end, our re- · · • · · · - all her fine. _ ,~ 
;,- · .~.~ard for Reyes continues. But there is the disturbing feeling ', 
; ._ c:1~.:.AS WE SAID back in February, • from -the testimony of Reyes and , \ 
} .>the Japanese American Citizens many others that she did not get 
; -• j.eague deserves support in its cam- real justice, that this woman who 
'. \ •~aign to gain clemency and restored lives quietly in Chicago merits 
! • ~~itizenship for the convicted woman, what's now being asked. • :1 

-,1;;a lkuko Toguri d'Aquino. - -• Iva d'Aquino will be 60 years old 
. . • -·she appears to have been the vie- July 4. It would be a good day for ·- ' 
; _ ·-tim of s~d irony, ~isunderstanding _ President Ford to act favorably in ,.l 
i __ and wartime hysteria. , • • _ . her behalf. • . _. . __ , i.. ··~ _ :- :; .-.; : , .-. ~-~/1 -f 
~:....-~: .-. ---~~.,. ..... ~.r:.:...u:i ~-.:t~'"",;c_su_,'(l}liL ~~'t.lJJ.·;..,: ....-;•--.......... ......... 

• 
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~ardon Tokyo Rose 
OF ALL the petitions for 

pardons on President Ford's 
desk, none perhaps is more 
deserving than that for Iva 
Toguri d'Aquino, who served 
six years in prison for treason 
as World War H's Tokyo Rose. 

• As noted ' before in this 
space, she apparently was not a 
turncoat but a scapegoat, the 
vic;tim of postwar hysteria. And 
if she ever owed this nation a 
debt for the broadcasts she was 
ro·rced to make to American 
Gls, she has repaid it. 

Assemblyman Floyd Mori 
of Pleasanton, in a resolution 
co-sponsored. by 54 other legis-

• lators, calls Mrs. d 'Aquino the 
tragic . victim of a legend. An-
other resolution urging that she 

I . 

be pardoned is before the San 
Francisco Board of Supervisors. 

Atty. Gen. Evelle J. Young-
er joined in the plea to the 
President. Younger, Califor-
nia's highest ranking Republi-
can office holder, cast deep 
doubt on any argument that 
her case. had been tried on 
merit. A key witness admitted 
he lied. 

The Japanese American Ci-
tizens League has tried to keep 
its campaign iri behalf of Mrs. 
d' Aquino out of presidential 
politics. It would be fitting 
indeed, though, if Mr. Ford 
pardoned Mrs. d'Aquino now, 
restoring her citizenship before 
her 60th birthday, which falls 
on July 4. 

• 
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GEORGE R . ARIYOSHI 
OOVI.ANO" 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 

HONOLULU 

February 18, 1976 

During World War II, as you know, many Japanese-American\n our 
Nation suffered shocking injustices involving seizure of property and virtual 
incarceration and suffered unwarranted calumny and abuse resulting from 
official policies. As one with some first hand experience, I believe that every 

A,: 

individual was at least in some way affected by;wave of hostile racism that 
swept over the Country~ 

Those dark days are past now and for the most part, they remain only 
in the memory of us, the older generation, and I suspect that our children 
regard them as horror stories that could never happen again. Many outstand-
ing Americans haye expressed the deepest regret that such things could have 
occurred. 

The whole nightmarish experience might be pushed permanently into 
the limbo except for one piece of unfinished business--the case of "Tokyo Rose." 

The name evokes memories among all of us who were involvec;I in WW II 
for it reminds us of a legef\d that has since proved, like many o_ther legends, 
almost certainly false in most aspects . We do know that one woman , Iva Toguri 
d'Aquino, an American citizen, bore the brunt of the emotional hostility that 
accrued to that legend. Mrs. d'Aquino lost her freedom, her citizenship, and 
almost any future except basic survival. 

Now, evidence has been gathered and compiled which seems to cast 
grave doubt that Mrs. d'Aquino was ever anything but a loyal American citizen 
and that she was and remains the victim of miscarriage of justice created in 
part by the after effect of the same wave of hostility and prejudice against 
Japanese-Americans that I mentioned above. 

f 



The · President 
Page 2 

I do not pretend to have conclusive evidence in this case, but I do 
believe current representations carry weight enough to merit a thorough 
investigation by you, Mr. President. with a view toward consideration of 
a pardon for Mrs. d'Aquino. 

I ask that .you institute such an investigation. If current representa- -
tions about this case are valid, the cause of American justice may best be 
served by sympathetic and humane consideration, no matter how tardy. 

With ,·;arm personal regards, I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

• 



GEORGE R. ARIYOSHI 
OOV It Ill N () JII 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 

HONOLULU 

February 20, 1976 

Clifford I. Uyeda, M.D. 
Chainnan, National JACL 
Iva Toguri Committee 
National Headquarters 
1765 Sutter Street 
San Francisco, California 94115 

Dear Dr. Uyeda: 

Thank you very much for your letter of 
January 14, 1976, regarding the case of Iva 
Toguri d'Aquino. 

I am in wholehearted agreement that the 
case of this unfortunate woman should be 
investigated by the President with a view 
toward considering a Presidential pardon. 
Toward that end, I have written President Ford. 
A copy of my letter is enclosed for your interest. 

With wann personal regards, I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

Enclosure 

• 

• 



Mr. Gerald Ford 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Presidents 

xxxxxxxxxxxxx 
XXXXXXXXXll-Y.XXXX 

xxxxxxx 

February 20, 1976 

I am writin~ in suµport of the petition to pardon 
Mrs. Iva Toguri d'Aquino. 

While 1n the Public Health Service, I was closely 
associated 1'r1th Mrs. d'Aquino at the Federal Reformatory 
for Women, Alde1'8on, v. Va. I found her faithful, cooperative, 
and helpful. She seemed, even during her incarceration to 
be a loyal American. 

Yours truly, 

E. Rae Hudspeth, M.D. 

COi Mrs. d'Aquino 
·Japanese-American Citizens League 

--,---- - -

• 



'1:on :Jrtss' of thr <!lnitco ~t1tts 
i,1Jou!3r of ls\ rprc~tntattbrG 

.f.as£-h.trti£!Jt;. 1.J.C. 2(l.3l5 

February 24, 1976 

Mr. Fred Y. Hirasuna 
P. 0, &.,x 11 801 
Fresnot California 93775 

1 i "'-" <I I 1, ( t r.H,-.\L 8.•tlJH • • 
1 1 I (i'' C., f Mt(T 

t 0 l• ,.,. ., A , ~cl"l,,.IA. 1 1 7.!l 
I J • I J ~ / ~5.i.\7 

\ ·; " '- ,.. C. • , 11 ,....,..,_,..._ 1ll77 
::-N )IJ 3 ~36 

f\;.f N .., at1,-. ' ""',.. SrM Er-r 
t· ''\ . ,, ... µ1, • .- <_: ,1" Jf( •AN!,A 932,0 

, 2,,~, S"'1 21196 

;'hank vow fc•r ,·,y_ r lettt'r of Ft.: bruary 19, 19 .76 . . ,1th 
rcft · rt:-TlLt' to ',ir s .. · va Toguri. 

L read th e ex.cL·.lll1 , 1 tly' 1,,-,rfttt~n pamphlet ·,d:ic h ),tiu 
¼ert' kinu t>nc··1gh tt· ~'nclosc'. ,Jnd wish you evt:"rv s -;.icc~ss 
in your dLU:mr,ts t1..• pecition f1)r a presidt>ntidl p,.1rJon4 
You may rrst assurld -that 1 shall do whatever I properly 
can to see th~t ju~tice is done. 

Tha-:ik y~,u fL,1 brir~ting this rriatt.t:r to my attL'ntion. and 
if r may h::, c.i f L1rtht>r assist.ance, please do nut hesitate 
to call on mt.'. 

Sincertd.y, 

JOHN KREBS _ 
.Member of Congress 

JK:J 
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HAYAJ{A 'NA COLU[iN 
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Trle. \\Toman 
\VhD ·,vas Not 
1'To1<.Yo Rose'' 

By_ S. I. HAYAKAWA 

,: ' . \, /4~.,..--
' :· ., .. :~,, ,, 
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There arc manv ironies to the story of Tokyo Rose. In the first 
pl:tre, there never ·was anyone who, called h?rself "Tokyo Ro;e." 

. • The name was the invention of GI s to dcs1g-nate an attractive, 
• • English-speaking female voice on programs hearned at American 

forecs by Radio Tokyo during ·worlcl War II - programs 
consistin1, of American popular music ~nd n~w~_and commentary 
designed to shake the morale of American f1ghcmg men. 

After the war was over. it was learned that the name "Tokyo · 
Rose'' applied to a duzrn - perhaps as many as 20 - women who 
broackast to American troops from Tokyo. Manila, Singapore and 
elsewhere. But immediately after V-J Day, the myth of a single, 
beautiful "Tokyo Rose" with an alluring, sexy voice, trying to • 
make Gl"s unhappy and homcsi,'.k was vny much alivc. It. resulted: 
in what J Prry Carroll Keith Power dcs<Tibe in the San Francisco 
Chronicle as "one of the bigg-csl journalistic stampedes of the 
century - the hunt for Tokyo Rose." 

Clark Lee of International News Service and Harry · 
Brundidge of Cosmopolitan magazine were determined to find her. 
They were stunned when they were told by a .Japanese newsman 
that there was no one in Radio Tokyo known as "Tokyo Rose." 
They ll'arned, however, that the program "Zero Hour" was 

• r•• :ducted hy an American-born woman, Iva Toguri d'Aquino -
and offered her a contraet for an interview as "the one and only 
Tokyo Rose." Elated by America"s victory and suspecting nothing, 
she consented to the intervirw. They introd11red her at a press 
conference attended by more than 100 correspondents. 

t" ' , 
r .. 

Apparently Iva Toguri had no misgivings about her interview 
at the time. She had simply told her story of being trapped in 
'Japan by force of circumstances and wcrking unwillingly for Radio 
Tokyo. meanwhile rl'taining her American citi:.mnship despite 
pressures to do otherwise. Lee and Brundidge, however, regarded 
her statements as the "confession" of a "traitor." .. ,. ' 

.~, Mrs. d"Aquino was arrested after the press confrrence - arrd f • released the following day. A month later she was arrested again 
t .. • on "suspicion of treason." She was thoroughly investi~~atcd by the 
{: > : Amy and rriven an unconditional release afler six months. nut she 
f . . -- was not to

0

Icave prison until she was im·estigated all o·;cr again by 
•. the Department of Justice, which authorized her release after 13 L~-: months of imprisonment with the .. declaration, "No prc1sccution 

• .. contempiated." • ,~-:. ...... , , . . . . .. . .. ' .. 

,-
r 

REGISTER A~TI TRIBUNE SY~TIICATE 

March 20, 1976 

, . • An Associated Press dispatch of Oct. 21, 1946, reporting tl-e 
_ .. announcement of U.S. Attorney James M. Carter, seemed to be 

the end of the matter: "Because Tokyo Rose was a 'composite 
person ~ith at least a dozen ioiccs, • the Federal Government . 
dropped its plan to pros~cute I~a Toguri ?~ chai:g-es of dispe;~sing 
subversive propaganrla. 1? the tiouth ~ac1f1c dunng the war. 

nut · the case was not ended. In a book, "One Last Look 
Around," published in 1947, Clark Lee k,~pt alive the myth o{ 
Tokyo Rose as well as the myth that Iva Toguri was she. 
Meanwhile Iva was living with her husband in Tokyo. Wanting h~r 
child to be Lorn in America. she applied for a passport. (The baby 
was stillborn.) 

News of her application for re-entry into the U.S. aroused . 
. • chauvinists (I u;e the word in its original sense) like Walter 

Winchell and some veterans' org~nizations, who started a storm of 
protest. Mrs. d"Aquino was rean ested, brought to Sa:, Francisco 
ancl indicted by a federal grand jury for treason; she ·was charged 
with eight overt acts of hroadcasting with the purpose of 
undermining the morale of American t.roops. The trial began on 
July 8. 19·19. 

Iva Tog-uri d'Aquino produced evidence cluri11g- the trial to 
show that she had been stranded in Japan a1{ainst her will at the 
beginning- of the war; that she had reamined stubbornly loyal to · 
the United States despite harassment and surveillance by the 
Japane~c police; that she had broadcast unwillingly for Radio 
Tokyo, threatened with death if she refuscJ; that she had used the 
name "Prphan Ann" in her broadcasts, _and never "Tokyo Rose"; . 
that what she said was read from scripts prepared . tor her hy_ . 
Allil'd pri'>oners of war. with· whom she cooperated in attempts to 
neutralize the propaganda content of her broadcasts. 

The POWs working with her were an Australian, Major 
Charil's Cousens; an American, Major Wallace Ince; and a 
Philippines Army Lieutenant Norman Reyes. At the trial they 
rorrohorated the defendant's testimony. . 

I\ n interPsting sirlelight to the trial is t~e fact that none ~f the · . 
27 prisoners of war who broadcast on Radio Tokyo was punished 
hv his government: In fact, Captain Ince had been promoted to 
1\1ajor immcdial ely after ~is liberation, apparently f?r d~ing the. 
~aml' kind of work at ltad10 Tokyo for which Mrs. d Aquino was 
t ri,·d for treason. • • 

!This is the first of two articles en the cai;e of Iva Toguri d'Aquino.) 
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By S. I. HAYAKAWA 
[This is the second of two articles on the case of Iva Toguri 

d'Aquino. J 
Iva Toguri d'Aquino was happy over the J:ipanese surrender 

that ended World War II. She had played records and read scripts 
(prcp:::rcd for her by an Australian prisoner of war) in broadcasts 
beamed at American servicemen by Tokyo Radio during the war. 
She had done this first because as an Amerian citizen trnpped in 
Japan by the war -,,.·ho refused to give up her citizenship, she had 
no other means of livelihood except to utilize her knowledge of 
English . . 

Secondly, she was threatened with severe punishment by the 
Japanese if she did i:iot consent, and she had agreed only after 
being assured privately by Maj. Charles Cousens, her Australian 
script-writer, that her texts would be entirely free of propaganda. 

(After the war Maj. Cousens was acquitted of charges of 
, treason in Australia; Capt. Wallace Ince of the U.S. Army, her, 

other script-writer, was promoted to major.) 
Conscious of no wrongdoing and regarding- herself rs having 

acted rather nobly in persevering in her loyalty to America during 
the war, she appears to have wel<::omed the.opportunity when the 
Occupation forces arrived to be interviewed by American . 

~newsmen. 
She could not have known what they were looking for. There 

( • _was no way she could have suspected that the reporters who 
~-, • sought her were not in search for the truth, but for a big scoop - ' f · the confirmation of a legend she had never heard of, the legend of 

., ·Tokyo Rose. ~-
!' ;. The notes taken by Clark Lee of International News Service 

•• •• of his interview with Mrs. d' Aqu;no have been unearthed by Jerry 
f ,- •. - Carroll and Keith Power of the San Francisco Chronicle. It is not 
'.' .- •• hard to discern that whatever she :;aid was interpreted by Lee as . 

-: • what she "admitted" or "confessed." Lee's story of INS began: 
f ·:. "The one and only 'Tokyo Rose,' a Los Angeles-born American of 
f :· Japanese ancestry, is 'willing to take her medicine.'" But Carroll 
t:, . • and Power say that,"The quoted expression appears nowhere in 
• . ---~he notes." _ i,;....,__._ . . , . .. . . . .. . , .. .. . . ' ' ., 

'. 

Harry Brundidge of Ccsmopolitan s~nt a 5,000-word article t,> • 
. that magazine based on Lee's not.es. When the article ·was I . 
• rejected, Carro~! and Power tell us, Brundidge "went to Eighth 
• Army I-foadquarters with Lee's notes and said; 'She's a traitor and 

there's her confession.' Iva was arrested the next day .. .'' 
I 

. ... The fact th:i.t she was hroup-ht to trial in July HJ.19 after oein~ . 
cleared in October l!H6 by both the Army and the Department of 
JusLice and released from prison reflects the deep animosity 
against the Japanese that remained after the war. A report of the 
J apancse American Citizens League says that more acts of 
violence were committed in 1945-46 agaim:t Japanese-Americans 
returning to California than in 1911-42 after Pearl I-forbor. 

The trial, itself, according to all accounts, was presided by a 
jud~c who virtually ordered a conviction. Th,~ prosecution seemed 
to have unlimited fa11ds, whiie the ddrnse, consisting of volunteer 
attorneys headed by Wayne Collins (since deceased), had none. 

The jury found her guilty on one of eight counts, and Mrs. 
d'Aquino was sentenced to 10 years and $10,000 fine. She serve<.! 
six and a half years. with reduced time for good behavior, and was 
released in 19!:iG. The fine was paid - the final inst:!llment in 1971 
out of her father's estate, according to the terms of his will. 

Carroll and Power in the course of their research located the 
foreman of the jury that convicted Mrs. d'Aquino. He is John 
Mann, 75, who is quoted by the Chronicle as saying that ''the 
gu_ilty verdict was forced hy a federal judge who ignored repeated 
picas frorri the jury that it was deadlocked.'' . 

The reporters continue, "Mann ... said he finally joined the 
others in returning a guilty verdict ... after four arduous days of 
deliberation. But he said he instantly regretted it when he learned 
that a poll of newspaper reporters covering the trial showed a 
9-to-l vote favoring acquittal." 

The San Francisco Chronicle has said editorially, "There i!:, 
good reaso:i to believe, in b:t, that she (Mrs. d'Aquino) was a 
heroine who ... resisted extreme pressure to become a Japanese 
citizen; and that she used her job ... to water down anti-American 
propaganda." The Chronicle has called on President Ford to grant 
her a pardon, which would restore her American citizenship. 

Joining in the call for a pardon or a review of her case arc the 
Denver Post, San Francisco Examiner, Chicago Tribun.e, 
Wa5hington Star, Wall Street Journal, and Gov. Ariyoshi of 
Hawaii, to my knowledge. 

I believe that a pardon is long overdue for Iva Toguri 
d'Aquino, a loyal American throughout, despite the injustices she 
has suffered. 

[EDITOR'S NOTE: In the March 22 issue of the Chicago 
Tribur.e, F~r Enst Corresp:mdent Ronald Yates reports that 
former key prosecution witnesses in Tokyo have admitt~ they 
were forced by U.S. Occupation Army police to distort the truth 
during l\lra. d'Aquino'a 1949 trial for trc::.son.J 

(Released b11 The Register_ and Tribune Syndicate, 1976) 
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Send the following messai;e, aubject to the Yelegraph Company'• cond itions, ru ie• and regulations, wh ich sre on file wi th regulatory authori ties. 

Mr. David E. Ushio 
National Executive Director 
Japanese American Citizens League 
5415 North Clark Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

AS A MEMBER OF CONGRESS, I FULLY SUPPORT THE GROWING 

NATIONWIDE EFFORT TO SEEK A PRESIDENTIAL PARDON FOR IVA 

TOGURI d'AQU;INO. ON THE BASIS OF EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO 

LIGHT IN RECENT MONTHS, HER CONVICTION IN 1949 OF THE CRIME OF 

TREASON REPRESENTED A SERIOUS MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE. 

SINCE HER CONVICTION, HOWEVER, MRS. d'AQUINO HAS NOT ONLY 

PAID HER FINE AND SERVED A PRISON TERM, BUT SHE HAS LIVED FOR 

YEARS IN MENTAL ANGUISH "WHILE STEADFASTLY MAINTAINING HER ~If'~ 
(~ -d 

1NNOCENCE. l? 
HER YEARS OF SUFFERING CANNOT BE OBLITERATED, BUT THAT "-._j;~~ 

SUFFERING .CAN BE PARTIALLY ASSUAGED BY RESTORING TO HER THAT WHICH 

SHE HAS ALWAYS PRIZED ABOVE ALL ELSE--HER U.S. CITIZENSHIP. IN 

THIS BICENTENNIAL YEAR OF OUR NATION, THE GRANTING OF A PRESIDENTIAL 

PARDON AND THE RESTORATION OF U.S. CITIZENSHIP TO MRS. d'AQUINO 

WOULD DRAMATICALLY SERVE AS .A SYMBOLIC ACT ON .THE PART OF OUR 

GOVERNMENT TO DEMONSTRATE THAT OUR SYSTEM'S GREATNESS LIES IN PART 

IN ITS FLEXIBILITY TO RECTIFY .ITS OWN ERRORS. AS A PEOPLE WHO 

ARE COMMITTED .TO SERVING THE ENDS OF JUSTICE, ALL AMERICANS OUGHT 

TO JOIN IN A CONCERTED EFFORT TO SERVE JUSTICE, ONCE DENIED AND TOO 

LONG DELAYED IN THE CASE OF . IVA 

SPARK MATSUNAGA 

wu 1211 (fu-701 UNITED . STATES CONGRESSMAN 

-,,...--,--.-~---- ----. -· - •··- - -

TOGURI ~'AQUINO. P" 
• 1: 
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.,. -$TATE CAPITOL. 
<;ACRJ.' ,IENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 

Te:L.1 (916) 445.Qg55 

DISTRICT OFFICE 
l'119 W. REDONDO BEACH BLVD. 

SUITE 107 
GARDENA, CALIFORNI A 90247 

TEL.1 (213) 327-5920 
J\zztmhl~ 

filal if .ornia zll2_gizhtiur2 
PAUL T. SANNA! 

ASSEMBLYMAN, FITTY-THIRD DISTRICT 

~•> 

March 25, 1976 

Honorable Gerald Ford 
President, United States of America 
White House 
Washington, D.C . . 

My dear Mr. President: 

COMMITTEES : 

Frr-.;Al' iCE. lr-:sUiiANCE. ANO 
COMMERCE 

JUDICI ARY 

REVENUE AN:> TA XATION 

COMMlSSIO N FCR 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

JOINT COMP-'. ITTEE ON 
JOB DEVELOPMEN T 

COMMISS ION O F THE 
CALIFORNIA'S 

I have written you on various matters of concern in the past and 
appreciate the as_sistance you have given me. Now I write to ask 
that you look into a matter which I believe by your actions could 
help in righting a wrong committed many years ago. 

Knowing that you are a fair person, I will give you what I feel 
are my thoughts relative to a miscarriage of jqstice in the case 
of Iva Toguri d'Aquino, who had the misfortune of being one of 
those identified as "Tokyo Rose". 

After.reading over much of what has been published about her, I 
feel that Mrs. d'Aquino is entitled to a full pardon and restoration 
of her rights as a citizen of the United States, which I am sure 
she-cherishes so very much. Having served in the South Pacific 
during World War II, and having heard "Tokyo Rose", I still can't 
think of anything in my memory which would have singled out this 

.one person, Mrs. d'Aquino, as someone to be convicted of treason. 
The only count of which Mrs. d'Aquino was convicted was to undermine 
American morale during war time, which I do not think was the case. 
At the very worst, I believe that she has paid any debt to society 
during all these years that she has maintained that she ·was not 
guilty of the things of which she was accused. I am sure that you 
personally do not have all the time to read of all the details of 
this case, but I am sure that with your large staff adequately 
researching this matter, you will find through their indepth study 

CARSON, HAWTHORNE, GARDENA, LAWNDALE, LENNOX AND PORTIONS OF LOS ANG_ELES CITY AND COUNTY 

,. .. ··- - ...;. - . - -- -· - - -. ,., 
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Honorable Gerald Ford 
President, United States of 

America 

2 March 25, 1976 

of the case, that t1rs. d 1 Aquino should be given clemency and that; 
you could right atremendous wrong to this one individual who wants 
nothing more than to be a United States citizen. 

In this year of 1976 when we are celebrating our Bicentennial and 
have reviewed also 200 years of true American justice, I, and many 
other Americans, believe that your actions of clemency for Mrs. 
d'Aquino would not only be the just t7/'ng to do, but would also 
restore the faith of many Americans i our great Am ican way of 
life, liberty and honor. . 

PTB:aj 

I I 

Si~. 

PAUL T. BANNAI 
Asserr~lyman, 53rd District 
State of California 

• 
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COMMITTU Cv~ MJUCII CONGRESS OF THE UNITED ST T?!S 

HOUSE OF REPRE!JENTATIVi!S 
WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0511S 
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A.pr>. 1 8, 1976 

Mr Fred y Ill! d..."-UTl.l 
?o,t uff1~e bvx !~)Jl 
:•rf''!>no, Call f.:im11 ) .~ ns 
L~at' Fred : 

lnan}.. you fer ~0ur note a--iJ endo~d c.opy 0f 
a booklet put11.-.t.d by th<"' ~au.onr¼l Comm1ttc,e fer I a 
1v~uri, Japa..'lo~e .iucnc..an C1tuens League. 

I ha~e re-ad the booklet and ceTtainly feel th.at 
t!1t'! case of tva ror: 1.1n l5 d 111cst tragic one. I person ,d ly 
he l.i.eve that !>he H dt·~n vrn~ of a full ptt.s1dent1al 
pardon lln<l restorat:1or. of ~.er AJrit'r1ca1"1 cit1zensh1p, hut 
a~ you know. Fred . th,.. f·rc~ 1t1cnt an<l only the Pre<H<lcnt 
h.is pardcn authi.>rt t)' ur,,ter the Con'ltltutlon. 

1 understand thnt the pal'lion petition has no't a.s 
yf't !'>ccn prcsenttx.1. pre~.Jnfdv to .ivnd confl1n 1ooith 
tt-.:, tor•_t. :::0,1:1111: Prc-,:.k1tt1,1; clec.t1on. I hai.c f!-..ery 
cortlJcncc thJt -it .,, ... ·i ti-:w '15 it 1s }Jrtsented tt wtll 
be ;,• cfJrJcd trie IW~t ca~~1\ 1' anJ ~ympathetic. con~tderat ion 
by the i'reHdent. 

8. F. SISK 
1-4.EMSER OF CONGIU:5S 

• • 



Office of the Secretary of State 111 Capitol :\fall 
March Fong Eu Sacramento, California 95814 

Clifford I. Uyeda, M.D. 
Chairman 

April 9, 1976 

National Iva Toguri Committee 
Japanese American Citizens League 
1765 Sutter Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

Dear Dr. Uyeda: 

Executive Office ( 916) 445-6371 
Certification ( 916) 445-1430 
Corporation Index ( 916) 44.S-2900 
Corporation Records (916) 445-1768 
Election Division ( 916) 445-0820 
Legal Division (Corp.) ( 916) 445-062.0 
Notary Public Division ( 916) 445-6507 
State Archives ( 916) 445-4293 
Uniform Commercial Code ( 916 ) 445-806 1 

Please count me among . the supporters of Japanese 
American Citizens League's efforts in behalf of 
Iva Toguri d'Aquino. 

Please also accept my congratulations for a fine 
job. 

Sincerely, 

ti ~ JAI C VVW;UJ;i -PYQ 
MARCH FONG EU 

MFE:gsw 
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COMMISSION ON JUSTICE, LIBERATION 
& HUMAN FULFILLMENT 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027 Room 824 (212) 870-2915 

William P. Thompson 
President 
Claire Randall 
General Secretary 

. Jovelino Ramos 
Asst . Gen . Sec. 

M. William Howard 
Chairman 

M1t. Ge!Utld Fo1td 
The P.tte.6-lde.rz.;t on the. Un.Ue.d S.t.a;tu 
Wa.ti lu.ngton, VC 2 0 0 0 1 

Ve.a.It f.lJt. P 1tu-lderz.;t: 

Ma.y 5, 1916 

The. Commt-M-lon on JU6uc.e.,- Ube.ltiLti.on and Hwna.n Fu1.6ilf.me.nt 06 the. 
Na.uona.1. Cowic.il o 6 CftuJtc.hv.i liM gone. 011 Jte.c.o!td ht .&uppolt.t. o 6 .the. 
c.a.mpa.ign o 6 Am1tuty 601t Iva. T oqwu.. 

Convic..te.d 2 0 tje.o.Jl,6 a.go a.ti a.n a.c.c.omp.Uc.e. ,{,Jt .the. "T OR.tjO Ro.& e." htude.rz.;t, 
1:ihe. hM a.hrJa.tJ.& chume.d lte.1t htnoc.e.nc.e. on .the. ba.ti,l!:, o 6 a. JtUpe.c..ta.ble. 
volume o& e.vide.nc.eJ.i. • 

In .the. light o 6 .the. 6a.c..t6 a.nd p!tU ent h)J.,:t.oJt,[c.al. Wc.u.m6ta.nc.u, :t./i,l!:, 
Comml.61:iion WtgeJ.i you to U6 e. tJOWt p1tv.iide.nua.l poweJL6 to gJta.n:t. he.It a. 
pMdon a.nd to Jte.ne.w lte.Jt Ame.Jt,[c.a.n cU.i..ze.Mhlp. 

?.:);2~ 
( Jove.Uno Ramo.& · . 

Exe.c.u.tive. V,[Jte.c..toJt 
CJLHF 

/d!t 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 12, 1976 

Dear Congressman Fraser: 

The President has asked me to reply to your letter of 
April 23, 1976, recommending that he grant a pardon to 
Iva Toguri D'Aquino. 

Iva Toguri D' Aquino filed a petition for pardon after 
completion of sentence in November 1968. The petition 
was denied in October• 1969. Like any other person who 
has been convicted of a Federal felony, has served the 
sentence and been a law-abiding me1nber of the community 
for several years subsequent to the completion of the 
sentence, she is eligible to reapply for a pardon if she 
chooses. However, she has not done so. If she should 
reapply, her petition would receive the same consideration 
accorded to other eligible petitioners. 

Your interest in this matter is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

s 
Associate Counsel 
to the President 

The Honorable Donald M. Fraser 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20 515 

f 



V 
WILLARD ANDERSON POST NO. 2471 
The Dalles, Oregon 97058 

May 12; 1976 

The Honorable Bob Packwood 
United States Senate 
1317 Dirksen Building 
Washinr,ton, D. c. 20510 

Dear Senator Packwood: 

We of V. F. Vi; Post #2471 
Ford to give Iva Togur1 (known 
July 4 1 1~76. , 

/ 1_j / _,. --~;/ _:_. 
/ ./ / 

4 • . ,. 

strongly urge you to urge Pres ident 
as Tokyo Rose) a full pardon on 

• - --r -

ORE GN WARS OF THE• UNITED STATES VETERANS OF f I 

t 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.,C., 20500 

Ny Dear Hr. President: 

225 ELDRIDGE AVENUE 

P.O.Box100 
M!LL VALLE,Y, CALIFORNIA 94941 

415- 383'6695 

June 28, 1976 

As you are no doubt ar.-rare, both houses of the California legislature have no~, 
asked to pardon Iva Toguri d'Aquino a~d to restore her American citizensh.ipo 
Ha·.rl.ng been born an A."llerica."1, she neither ,-1ants nor is entitled to citizenship in 
ari..y other country. 

After e.xaTJ1ining the history of her trial and revie.-ring the evidence on uh.ich 
Mrs. d'Aquino ·..ras tried and convicted of treason in 191.i9, the following neuspupcrs 
have urged a pardon for her: Denver Post, San Francisco Chronicle, \fall Street 
Journal, Honolulu Advertiser, i-lashington Star, San Francisco Examiner, Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer, Los Angeles 'l'imes; Chicago Tribune, Chicago Daily Nows 9 Uash-
ington Pest Syndicate (Nicholas von Hoffman), Register and Tribune Syndicate 
(S. Io Haya.~aua). Other publications, including N~tional Observer, Christian 
Science Monitor·, and News,-mek have published stories that serious}y question the 
justice of her conviction., My mm columns on the subject arc enclosed, as is t:113 
~ummary of the case prepared by the National Co:r.:rnittee for Iva Toguri of the Japa-
nese-American Citizens League. 

I a~ sure that others have recom.TJ1ended t~at ~irso d 1Aquino's pardon be issued 
on her 60th birthday, which hap?ens to fall on July 4, 1976. Since the basic rca-
oon for her conviction was that she fell into jeopardy because she refused to give 
up her America~ citizenship and to ta!ce refuge in declaring r.orself a Japa.~ese 
na tiontl, -recognition of ·h~r stubborn patriotism would be especially appropriate 
on this day. I hope you agree. 

You ~ere kind to receive the Republican candidates for the UoS• Senate in 
your office on the morning of June 16. It is an occasion that I shall all-;ays 
remember r1ith pleasure. 

Respectfully yours, 

SIH/ka 

Enclosures 

cc: The Honorable Barry M. Goldwater, Jr. 
The Honorable Hiram Fong 
Dr. Clifford 

- T 
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Dear President Ford: " . "•"'" ;:~:>,~ ::.~ ··· 

As Liauten•nt Govcrrior of the State of California, I am 
~urginB you to speedily grant a full and.unconditional 
presidential ~ardon to Iva Toguri~d'Aquino, alleged_ · 
"Tokyo Rose" of World War II. 

~here could be no better way a~d no better time 
this nation's greatness and sense of compassion 

• •• grant such a pardon on the Ju 1 y 4 • obs er v au c e of 
200th birthday. . ... 

to show 
than 
our 

to 

I am convinced that Ms. Toguri's conviction on one count 

~~r.>-,i_~~.:.~_~_:.:_, ': ,,-~, . ::.:~e::o;~l:~:1::"a:~b:~:~:::t;:::. :!1:!!!::n•~!i • o:~;• 
- have the men who provided the most critical testimony at 

;_~,:.~.l.f.~·: _----~_·_:~.~--._{_~ :_·',;·:_:_,_: __ ·.··.' ~:~1~:!:1 t~:;! t !:: !:e;r!~:!!n::r d::~~:!d b~~a:~::~:. the 
:~/ morale of American troops in the Pacific. In fact~ Iva 

Toguri, a U.S. citizen hy birth, was in Japan to visit ! 

c ;.·• •. ,_ .,· 

a sick aunt when the war broke out, and only took the 
broadcasting position at the urging of American POWs who 
convinced her that she would be able to reduce the effect 
of Japanese propaganda in her new job. If anything, Iva 
Toguri was an aid to American soldiers. 

f 
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The 
June 
Page 

Honorable 
29, 1976 
Two 

·. ( 

Gerald R. Ford 
'··· 

:;:~t•'~ ;I ,''·'.,~:~~2}\Ctf,~~~ 
' ""~~=~-~it~,;:!::-~- ··? _---r•b e lieve .. that ···by ··res.tori ng . f ul 1 ·- citizens h 'i p - to ··• this "'-'.-!' .- --r·~ ._ ... ··.-:, ,:'~-~~•:~ iff 

' : ., 

native Californian, who was falsely accused, falsely ~=-
tried, and falsely convicted of a crime she did not 
commit, we will be correcting a serious miscarriage of 
justice, a miscarriage of justice that is so unfortunate 
in this time of national celebration in honor of the 
200th anniversary of our Independence . 

.. , ;Sincerely, . . 

MERVYN M. DYMALLY 

MMD: cw 
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~\\;,v . , 
j QUENTIN LKOPP 

PRESIDENT 
:Board of Supervisors 

Mr. David Ushio 

July 7, 1976 

National Executive Director 
Japanese American Citizens League 
1765. Sutter St. • 
San ·Francisco·, CA 94115 

Dear Dave: 

JU L_ 1 2 1976 -

CITY HALL 

San Francisco CA 94102 

Telephone 558-2338 and 981-0245 

The Board of Supervisors adopted at yesterday's Board 

meeting the Resolution urging the President of the United States 

to pardon Iva Toguri d'Aquino. 

I have directed the Clerk of the Board to request that 

the Mayor sign this Resolutio~ at once, so that San Francisco 

may be the first city in the United States to pass such a 

Resolution. 

It was gratifying for me to be a part of the effort 

to seek a pardon for Mrs. d'Aquino. I sincerely hope that 

the effort is successful. 

QLK:kb 

.. . . . 
• " ,. 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
SAN FRANCISCO 

July 16, 1976 

Clifford I. Uyeda, M.D. 
Chairman, Iva Toguri Committee 
Japanese American Citizens League 
1765 Sutter Street 
San Francisco, CA 9~115 

Dear .. Dr. Uyeda: 

GEORGE R. MOSCONE 

Thank you for your letter of July 12 regarding the 
conviction of Iva Toguri d'Aquino in 19~9, and your 
concern that she be exonerated by way of Presidential 
pardon. 

I want you to know that I share your interest in this 
issue, and for the reason signed into law the resolution 
to which you refer last Friday, July 10, 1976. I am 
hopeful that President Ford will see fit to grant a full 
pardon to Iva Toguri d'Aquino. 

Thank you again for your letter and expression of concern. 
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OFFICE OF T:Er:E CITY CLER.'E: 

CITY AND COUNTY 0 F HONOLULU 
HONOLULU. HAWAII 96813 / TELEPHONE 523-4291 

EILEEN K. LOTA. CITY CLCRK 

.JOHN M. KAMANA. JR. DEPUTY CITY CLCRK 

. L 

August 2, 1976 

The National Committee for Iva Toguri 
·1165 Sutter Street 

• San Francisco, CA 94115 

Enclosed for your information is a Resolution which was 

adopted by the Council of the 

. ~4-~KX'~ 
EILEEN K. LOTA 
City Clerk 

enclosure 

City and County of Honolulu . 

. '\ . : 
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•· •• 
RESOLUTION 

PETITIONING GERALD R. FORD, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ·STATES, TO GR.c\NT A PARDON TO 
IVA IKUKO TOGURI d'AQUINO. 

WEREAS, we, the members of the Council of the City and County of Honolulu, as the 
elected representatives of a diverse ethnic community, have dedicated ourselves to 
the democratic principles of liberty, justice and the pursuit of happiness, without 
regard to race, religion or creed that are the cornerstones of our great American 
republic; and 

WEREAS, this Council believes the denial of justice and freedom for one is the 
abnegation of these God-given rights for all Americans; and 

~1HEREAS, this Council feels that Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino was a victim of wartime 
hysteria and post-war hysteria in her conviction, fine and imprisonment on a charge 
of treason as the mythical "Tokyo Rose," a conviction which since has been found to 

•. be undeserving and unjust; and 

WHEREAS, Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino served six (6) years in prison and continues to 
suffer immeasurably from humiliation and the loss of her citizenship as the result 
of her highly questionable and unjust conviction; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that Gerald P... Ford, 
President of these United States, be, and he is, hereby petitioned to proceed 
forthwith to grant a pardon to Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino and to bestow all executive 
and other remedies available under the law as justice demands; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Clerk be, and she is, hereby directed to transmit 
copies of this resolution to The Honorable Gerald R. Ford, President of the United 
States; The Honorable Edward H. Levi, Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice; 
Mr. Lawrence M. Traylor, Esq., Office of the Pardon Attorney, U. S. Department of 

. .Justice; Members of the Hawaii Congressional Delegation; and The National Committee 
for Iva Ikuko Toguri d'Aquino. 

-INTRODUCEp BY: 

• . DATE OF INTRODUCTION: 

July 14, 1976 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

CXTY COUNCJ:lt. 
CITY AH0 COUNTY o,- HONOLULU • . ADOPTED 

.. 
• "' 

HONOLULU, HAWAII .a.s amended Meeting Held . . .. ·-. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing RESOLUTION was adopted'by 
the COUNCIL of the City and County of Honolulu, by the vote and on 
the date indicated on the ruzht margin hereof. 

~-0~ 
G.AKAHANE 

PRESIDING OFFICER 

1>atec1 _J,¥..,;;U:;..=L~2----8 _19_7 6 __ 

JUL 6 ti l~/b 
AYE NO A/E 

BORNHORST 
CLEII.IENT .t:.; 

HOLCK 
KAAPU .E 
KOGA :.t 
LOO 
MATSUMOTO 

PACARRO 
AKAHANE 

6 0!3 

: . .. ~-· 

Reference: 

Report No. I GR CR 11 

Resolution No • 
273 (As Amended) 

·· - - - --r-
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CITY HALL 

LOS .I\ N t; E l.CS, CA l lf"ORNI A 90012 

(21.1) 4 1"5 - 3311 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

August 6, 1976 

The Honorable Gerald Ford 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

TOM BRADLEY 
MAYOR 

I am writing to ask that a full presidential pardon be granted 
to Iva Toguri d'Aquino, who was convicted of treason in 1949 as 
the legendary "Tokyo Rose" when public feeling against Japan 
and the Japanese was running high. 

As Mayor of Los Angeles, where we have the largest concentra-
tion of Japanese Americans on the mainland of America, I have 
seen them rebound from the injustices of racial bigotry and 
become some of our outstanding citizens. 

The passions of war have cooled, and as your invitation to the 
Emperor and Empress of Japan to visit here last year indicates, 
much has been forgiven. We have had an opportunity to. e xamine 
Mrs. d'Aquino's trial dispassionately and see that it was not 
justice's finest hour. 

The great irony was that her conviction was possible because 
she clung tenaciously to her American citizenship, while key 
witnesses against her in similar circumstances renounced their 
U. S. citizenship to escape prosecution.· Much of the evidence 
against her was questionable, and U. S. and Allied POW' s who 
wrote her material in the alleged treasonable radio broadcasts 
were never pros~cuted. 

- over -

• 
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Iva Toguri d'Aquino has served her prison sentence and has paid 
her fine. She even lost her citizenship which she had refused 
to give up in the face of harassment by Japanese police when 
she was stranded in Japan without funds during World War II. 

Mrs. d'Aquino is a native of Los Angeles and was 60 years old 
on July 4, 1976. I join the Japanese American Citizens League, 
with nearly 100 chapters throughout the United States, in urging 
your compassionate pardon and full restoration of citizenship 
to a woman who was a victim of her times. 

A presidential pardon at this time would be "an act of grace", 
as the Los Angeles Times pointed out in an editorial in March 
this year. 

TB/gb 

., 

Sincerely, /1 

// - -----) / ,"),,, ,/ . • 
. / , .,.;. ,-/ 

( . . _ .. _, . , -,,.. •• , .t,,, < ............... -~. ---... <.. l .,,,. ;___ .·< _ .. .. 

TOM BRADLEY 
Mayor 

/ 
I, 

-

...... TI E"Mlillfi'PU:NCYi':£".;t~~~ 

f 



[ 

t,, I 

$ ' 
• •· L • '. l •• 

I .. • ' ,. 
"-~:-_ 

I 
... ... .. 
r-.,: ! 
..: i 

lj:.'.1.: -... .( 
~-

• i 

~:i: ~· j 
'""·.,_.a-

r
• "•" ... 
r.'·.' . 

I. ~}4 
r~/! 

. 
. 1 . I 

' t ,. 
I 
I 
t . 
• t 
;. :' ' 
; l 
~ ~·1·~ 

·1 .. • 

r. . -~ 
. 1 

' i ; ' r l 

•· ·j 
l· -! 

[ 
r. 

' .. 
r 
i 

i 
f ,_ 

( · r 
r 
t·: 

f 
' 
f • 
' ; , 
\~ 

t >< 

t 
t:· • . 

' 

YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE 
21TH Dumuc:T, CALll'ON«A 

COMMITTEE ON ,,PPROPRIATIONS 

..-wrrrm, 
HUD-INDEPENDENT AQENCIES 

DEPAWTMEKTII 0, STATE. JUSTICE. 
COMMDICE, THE JUDICIARY AND 

ltlil.ATED AQENCIES 

Qtongres~ of tbe llniteb ~ tate~ 
J,ouse of l\tprtstntatibes 
~ington. 1).€. 20515 

August 19, 1976 

Mr. Tsuneishi 
Japanese American Citizens League 
125 Weller Street,' Room 310 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Dear Mr. Tsuneishi: 

WASHINGT'ON 0P'P1Cl'.1 

SM CANttoH Haus£ Of"y,cc Bufl..NNQ 

WASHINQTOH, 0 .C. 20515 
(202) 225--70$4 

WENDELL M . HOLLOWAY 
ADMINISTIIATIVI: ASSISTAHr 

DISTIIICT 0f"ll'1C't::: 

l>GLEWooD CITY HALL 
1 MANCHUTOI Boul.EvAAO 

INCK.nWooo. CAu~~IA II0301 
(213) 678-542.4 

MAIIQUEJUTE J. ARCHIE 
DlffltlCT ADMINIS'TlllATIVll ASSISTANT 

In response to your letters seeking my support for a 
Presidential pardon for Ms. Iva Toguri, your organization 
may use my name as one of your supporters . 

After reviewing the materials you sent me and the recent 
remarks in the Congressional Record of my colleague, the 
Honorable Spark Matsunaga, I recognize the tragedy of 
discrimination and post-war hysteria which confronted 
this American citizen. It is based, as always, on igno-
rance . 

Recognizing the delicate political climate at this time, 
I will be happy to contact the President with my support 
at whatever appropriate time you advise. 

YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE 
MEMaER OF CONGRESS 
{/ 
YBB:CLF:ba 
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THE SAN rJIANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN, OCTOBER 8, 1976 

I1rcrin1inating ne;v evicTience of a oo~ispiracy to fl am:e 

i \ • 

By Dean Lipton 
... 

• 



SFA111(1028)C2•012252E322)PD 11/17/76 102a1976NOV 17 AM ]:34 
ICS IPMMTZZ CSP 
3012295671 TDMT BETHESDA MD 212 11-17 1028A EST 

PMS DON HAYASHI ACTING NATIONAL DIRECTOR, JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS 
LEAGUE, FONE 9AM PST, 921-5225 AND DLR IMMY AFTER, DLR 

' c- ,-;-..- /) l 765 (~0ST) ST .., ', • , :- ;•:;, 
' SAN FRANCISCO CA 94115 

THE AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE CAVC) WHICH WAS FOUNDED DURING WORLD 
WAR II BY AMERICAN SERVICEMEN AND SERVICEWOMEN, AT Ir·s FALL 
NATIONAL BOARD MEETING HELD IN WASHINGTON DC ON NOVEMBER 13 1976, 
PASSED A RESOLUTION "REQUESTING THE PRESIDENT Or THE UNITED STATES 

'\ 

TO GRANT A PARDON TO IVA TOGURI SO THAT HER AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP MAY 
BE RESTORED ... 

THE AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE WHOSE VETERAN-MEMBERS LOCATED ALL 
sF-1201 <R5Q9YER THE COUNTRY AND WHO SERVED IN FOUR WARS, WORLD WAR 11, WORLD 

WAR I, KOREA AND VIET-NAM, IS A HIGHLY RESPECTED ESTABLISHED 
VETERANS ORGANIZATION WITH A UNIQUE MOTTO "CITIZENS FIRST, VETER ANS 
SECOND"o THE AVC DEDICATED ITSELF "TO ACHIEVE A MORE DEMOCRATIC AND 
PROSPEROUS AMERICA AND MORE STABLE WORLD". 

THE FIRST TRULY INTEGRATED VETERANS ORGANIZATION, AVC, SINCE rr·s 
FOUNDING HAS BEEN IN !HE FOREFRONT IN THE STRUGGLE FOR RACIAL 
JUSTICE -CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES, EQUAL RIGHTS AND EQUAL · 
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AMERICANS. AVC WAS ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE 
WORLD VETERANS FEDERATION DURING THE EARLY •5o•s. THE AVC NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS ARE IN WASHINGTON DC. AMONG AVC HONORARY MEMBERS HAVE 
8EEN: HARRY S TRUMAN, MRS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, RALPH BUNCH AND SENATOR 
PAUL DOUG LAS. 

sF-1201 <Rs.ss> SAUL ROSEN, NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE 

1333 CONNECTICUT AVE NORTHWEST WASHINGTON DC 20036 
NNNN 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA 
ROOM 524 I COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
70 WEST HEDDING ST. I SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95110 / 299 - 2323 

The Honorable Gerald Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Pr,sident: 

SIG SAN -.:.... rl E Z 

DOMINIC L. CORTESE 

OAN M~~ORQUO0 ALE 

ROONEY J. OIRIDON 

GERALDINE F". STEINBERG 

DONALD M. RAINS 
CLE:RK/ISOARO OF SUPERVISORS 

November 18, 1976 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Clara, 
at its regular meeting of November 16, 1976, considered 
the adoption of a Resolution urging that Iva Tcguri 
D'Aquino (Tokyo Rose) be granted a Presidential Pardon. 

It was the action of the Board of Supervisors to adopt 
the subject Resolution -- urging that 9 Presidential Pardon 
be 9ranted to Tokyo .Rose. 

Yours truly, 

-_z:~;22-
Ga~ks 
Assistant Clerk 

GFV:bf 

cc:/4 National Committee for 
Iva Toguri 

Buman Relations Commission 

f 



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA 
ROOM 52A I COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
70 WEST HEDDING ST. / SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95110 I 299-2323 

The Honorable Jimmy Carter 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President-Elect: 

il"EM1'ERS OF THE eoARO 

SIG SANCHEZ 

DOMINIC L . CORTESE 

DAN McCORQUO0ALE 

RODNEY J. 0IRIDON 

GCRALDINE F'. STEINBERG 

DONALD M. RAINS 
CLERK/BOARD 0,- SUPERVISORS 

November 18, 1976 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Clara, 
at its regular meeting of November 16, 1976, considered 
the adoption of a Resolution urging that Iva Toguri 
D'Aqui~o (Tokyo Rose) be granted a Presidential Pardon. 

It was the action of the Board cf Supervisors to adopt 
the subject Resolution urging that a Presidential Pardon 
be granted to Tokyo .Rose. 

Yours truly, 

" 

~OF~/!:Z-

Ga~cks 
Assistant Clerk 

GFV:bf 

cc:/4' National Committee for 
Iva Toguri 

Human Relations Commission 
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' 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA, STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA, .REGARDING PRESID£NTIAL 
PARDON FOR IVA TOGURI D'AQUINO 

WHEREAS, IVA TOGURI D'AQUINO, an American woman of Japanese 

ancestry, was stranded in Japan at the 8tart of World War II 

while making a humanitarian visit to care for a sick aunt; and 

WHEREAS, during the course of World War II, and as the 

result of threats, humiliation and deprivation for her pro-

American stance, she participated in Radio Tokyo broadcasts with 

thirteen (13) English-speaking women, collectively known as 

"Tokyo Rose" by American Gls, announcing a program of popular 

American music; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Justice prosecuted 

only IVA TOGURI D'AQUINO of all those participating in the Radio 

Tokyo broadcasts; and 

\.ffiEREAS, key witnesses for the prosecution have only 

recently admitted their testimony was perjured through coercion 

by the United States government; and it is now.. apparent that much 

of the other evidence and the conduct of her trial were highly 

suspect . and prejudicial in natu~e, ana that in view of the 

motivations and climate of public hysteria at the time of the 

trial the verdict is and still remains a blot on the integrity 

of American jurisprudence; and 

WHEREAS, it appears that IVA TOGURI D'AQUINO has remained 

steadfastly loyal to America after spending eight and one-half 

(8-1/2) years in federal prison and paying Ten Thousand Dollars 

($10,000.00 in fines unjustly imposed, suffering harassment and 

humiliation from the ~ersecution administered by the United States 

government, and being victimized by the legend of "Tokyo Rose"; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors 

of the County of Santa Clara, State of California, that it 

appears to such Board that IVA TOGURI D'AQUINO was unjustly 
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accused, tried and convicted for treason as the mythical 

IITokyo Rose" in the aftermath of World War I_I; B;nd 

BE IT FURTIIER RESOLVED, that the President of the United 

States is hereby urged to consider favorably her petition for 

pardon; and 

BE IT FURTIIER RESOLVED, that IVA TOGURI D'AQUINO be given 

a full and unconditional Presidential Pardon to correct the mis-

carriage of justice in her case and to redeem her name and to 

restore her American citizenship; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of this Board is 

directed to furnish the President of the United States with a 

copy of this resolution. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the 

County of Santa Clara, State of California, on November 16, 1976, 

by the.foll~wing vote: 

AYES: Supervisors SANCHEZ, CO~Ti::SE, MC co ;;:c_:..:cDALE, ST~!f'<uEKG 

NOES: Supervisors NONE 

ABSENT: Supervisors· DIRIDON · 

ATTEST: DONALD M. RAINS, Clerk 
,/B:~ ;f su7sors 

1?f-Yd~-
7-J'.:2ary F. Voecks 

SB: rrV ~i~tant Clerk 

• Geraldine F. Steinberg 
Chairman pro tempore 
Board of Supervisors 

• 
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Jhe foregoing instrument is a" 
correct copy of th-e original 
ATTEST: DONALD M. RAINS 

Clerk of the Board 

By &.,J!.-~ )-,,,--/4 DEPUTY CLERK 
I 
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18 'THE D!:NVER POST Mon., Nov. 22, 1976 

POST'S OPIN10N------·' .. 
' ., 

Heed."P1<:ia Of TOkyo Rose 
There are many disturbing points about that 

trial. 
An undistinguished middle-aged . Chicago 

,. 0man sent a message to President Ford a few 
c!Jys ago. Her name, Iva Toguri d' Aquino. 
means little to most Americans. She is better 
known as Tokyo Rose, convicted of treason 
against the United States for broadcasting from 
Radio Tokyo during World War II. 

Mrs. d' Aquino was the only one of all the , 
women on Radio Tokyo programs to be tried. 

Her message to Ford was an appeal for a 
pardon and restoration of her American citizen-
shi_p. There is 1'.luch merit to her plea. 

Iva Toguri, born in Los Angeles, was visiting 
,Japan when war broke out. To survive, she took 
a typist's job with Radio Tokyo. There she met 
.captured U.S. military officers who were work-
ing for the Japanese. They persuaded her to 
become an .announcer on an entertainment and 
propaganda program which the Americans 
planned to subvert. 

The Japanese had several such programs 
beamed to U.S. troops. More than a dozen 
women announcers of various nationalities were 
employed. All of them were known as "Tokyo 
Rose" to the Gls. 

At ·1he end of the war U.S. investigators 
cleared Iva of wrong-doing. But when she 
sought to return to her native !and in 1949 she 
was arrested, charged with trearnn and brought 
to San Francisco for trial. 

Several key witnesses admitted later they had 
perjured their testimony against her because of 
threats by U.S. investigators. 

One of the American officers who had super-
vised her work was promoted and decorated 
after the war and not allowed to testify on her ... 
behalf. 

The defense was denied the right to subpoena 
witnesses from Japan. 

Mrs. d'Aquino was convicted on one of eight 
counts after a 56-day trial. She was sentenced to 
10 years imprisonment and fined $10,000. Loss 

_,. 

of U.S. citizenship was automatic. She was • 
released.after serving six 'years and two months 
and has lived quietly in Chicago. • 

Iva Toguri d' Aquino's supporters-and they 
are many-feel she was unfairly convicted, that 
she was the innocent victim of the legend of 
Tokyo Rose. 

Nothing no\\'. can restore the years she lost in 
prison, or salve the heartbreak of unjustly being 
branded traitor. But a presidential pardon, res-
toring the citizenship she cherished through all 
her travail, would be only simple justice. We 
urge President Ford to sign it. 
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Pardon 'Tokyo Rose' t 

Once again the J apanese-Ameri-
c an woman convicted of making 
World War II propaganda broad-
casts from Japan as "Tokyo Rose" 
has petitioned the President of the 
U S. for a pardon. 

Her request presents President 
Ford the opportunity to make .a bu- . 
mane and symbolic gesture during 
his final days in office. If lre doesn't, 
it would seem Jimmy Carter would 
be more inclined to do so in the 
cause of what must be regarded as 
essential justice. 

IVA TOG URI D' AQUINO is now 60 
years old and living quietly in Chica-
go. She wants to regain the U.S. citi-
.zenship she lost in the 1949 trial . 

She cites a need for "peace of 
mind." Others would say it involves 
fairne-ss for such reasons as these: 

• American-born Mrs. d' Aquino 
was eaught in Japan by the war and 
tried unsuccessfully to get home on 

• a reparation ship. 
• A dozen or more English-speak-

ing women broadcast on Japanese 
radio and were known under the GI-
invented name of Tokyo Rose. But 
only Mrs. d' Aquino was prosecuted. 
Three allied officer POWs who wrote 
the broadcasts were never tried. 

• She would never have been tried 
had sh.e not clung firmly to . her 
American citizenship and tried to re-
turn to the U.S. 

• At worst, she was convicted on 
one vague count of treason out of 
eight charges. Many have doubted 
her guilt on even that account. She 
served· five years in prison and paid • 
her fine. 

As we have said before, it appears 
Mrs. d'Aquino was the victim of sad 
irony, misunderstanding and war-
time hysteria. That is why her case 
for a pardon has had growing sup-
port here and on the Mainland. 

For the President of the United 
States, a pardon would be a small 
act that says much about our fair-

• ness and compassion as a nation. 
.. . . 
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Pardon Tokyo Rose 

President Ford should undertake a compassionate act. 
before he leaves office in January-grant a full pardon to 

: Toh-yo Rose. 
Tokyo Rose-her real name is Iva Toguri d' Aquino-has 

·' paid her debt to society if indeed there ever was a debt to
pay. Mrs. d'Aquino served 6lh years in a federal prison on a 
highly questionable charge of treason. 

Mrs. d'Aquino, an American citizen of Japanese ances­
.. try, _was convicted of broadcasting Japanese propaganda io 
·' American troops during World War 11. But there is consider­
,. able doubt about her guilt and whether she received a fair

trial. 
There were political overtones to her trial, then one of 

the most expensive in judicial history, because much of the • ' 
public was still inflamed by anti-Japanese sentiment. 

In addition, she was the only one of 14 English-speaking 
women announcers employed by Radio Tokyo who was 

: charged with treason by the Americans. 
She is now an elderly woh1an who should be allowed to 

live out her days knowing that her country has realized its 
injustice and that her American citizenship has been 

• restored.
There is widespread support for Mrs. d'Aquino includ­

ing that of the state legislature which urged the pardon 
. without dissent. 

Now that her official request for pardon has been filed 
with the Office of the Pardon Attorney in Washington, D.C., 
it is time for the President- to act. 

We urge the President to show the same compassion 
toward. Mrs. d' Aquino as he did toward former President 
NLxon, whom he pardoned not long after he assumed office 

' two years ago. 

..
.. 

FRANK FINNEY 
Executive Editor 

22 Mon., Nov. 22, 197 6 

()aktanb l!ribunr 
JOSEPH W. KNOWLAND 

Editor and Publi,her 

1 '  

GAYLE MONTGOMHY 
Auotiote Editor 
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